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Pondillo is a multi-award-winning filmmaker and writer/director, and taught the beginning and advanced Screenplay Writing classes at Middle Tennessee State University (near Nashville) for fifteen years. 

His short narrative movies, Would You Cry If I Died? (2006), My Name Is Wallace (2007), Wait… (2008), and The New, True, Charlie Wu (2010) have won dozens of awards from film festivals around the nation and the world, including “Best Screenplay,” “Best Director” and more than 30 “Best of Fest” honors. Both My Name Is Wallace and Wait… were chosen as “Official Selections” in more than 100 film festivals, including the prestigious Festival de Cannes, Cannes, France, in 2007 and 2008.  His short narrative film, The Miracles on Honey Bee Hill -- a story about forgiveness, love, and acceptance – won more than 30 film festivals around the globe and was even translated into Czech for the Mezipatria Film Festival in Prague. His sixth short film project, Happy New Year, Mr. Kates!, garnered “Best Screenplay 2012” honors from the prestigious American International Film Festival, Chicago, and was awarded the Audience Choice Award: Best Film/2014 from Nashville’s ARTLightenment Film Festival.

Pondillo worked in the media industry - radio, TV, and film -  before coming to academia. His credits include The Voice of America, Washington, D.C.; WNBC Radio, New York; ABC Radio Networks, New York; Columbia Pictures Television, Los Angeles; Paramount Pictures Television, Los Angeles; as well as more than 20 local radio and television stations from Ohio to Florida.  He’s garnered four Emmy Awards for television writing and producing, and in 2002 was inducted into The Radio/Television Broadcasters Hall of Fame in Akron, Ohio.

Dr. Robert J. Pondillo earned his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and holds the title of Emeritus Professor in Media and Culture. He has written two books: America’s Frist Network TV Censor: The Work of NBC’s Strockton Helffrich (Southern Illinois Univerity Press, 2010), and American Media and Social Institutions (Cognella, 2014.)
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