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FaDE IN
ext. day. city in ruins.

The camera flies over a city recently destroyed in a disastrous event. Then continues over a sparse wasteland towards the mountains, the camera turns to follow a small river for five seconds before reaching a frozen waterfall.

DANNY, voiceover 
The end was terrible and horrifying, this is what the Elders tell us, and they should know as they still venture into the wasteland beyond our home that has been ravaged by the worldwide storm that began over a decade ago. This storm, they tell us, was caused mainly by a continually accelerating rate of warming on the planet. Taking the world by surprise, in 2022, a solar flare hit the Earth head-on, taking out all electronics and damaging the planets fragile upper atmosphere. Fate sent this last never-ending storm against the world. Larger than North America, a hurricane of ice destroyed civilization one continent at a time, killing more than seven billion people in the first five years. Now, as far as anyone here knows, we are the last safe human habitat on the earth's surface, our Sanctuary and that its why it is named Sanctuary Valley. 

int. day. MOUNTAIN fortress 

The camera goes through the waterfall to reveal a vast opening with an enormous set of metal doors. The camera focuses on a wall plaque* then the camera goes through doors to reveal a vast underground military fortress. 5 seconds as camera montage focuses on the clinical white corridors, soldiers, and scientists.

DANNY (Voiceover) CONT 
A giant cave under a frozen mountain filled with a rain forest fed by sunlight through a crack in the ceiling and the geothermal energy from our small lake give this unique cave the right environment to thrive.

Cut to giant bronze door opposite end of the complex, the camera moves forwards as the doors open to reveal a huge ornate courtyard in front of a rainforest in an enormous collapsed cave.
DANNY (Voiceover) CONT 
We, the children, knew nothing of the outside world other than these history lessons and tales from the elders of the devastated world beyond the ice door. Our lives were happy and peaceful among the other three thousand residents and completely healthy, mostly oblivious to the goings-on outside and inside our haven home.

ext. day. rainforest.
The camera flies through the rainforest to reveal a complex of treehouses, passing many houses and children the camera falls onto Danny, a skinny young teen dressed in a dark blue uniform sitting waiting for his friends on a tree stump.
Cut to two young teen boys descending the stairs above Danny.
Cut to a teen girl jumping from the Balcony with a rope and swinging past the boys and landing at Danny’s feet.

MARIE
Morning buddy.

DANNY
Hey. How’s things?
Have you seen dumb and dumber?

MARIE
Sure have. they should be here any second.

Cut to BEN and JAMIE walking towards DANNY and MARIE

DANNY
Well, let’s get this shit over with guys.
They all look uncomfortable. 
Fade to the next scene.

int. day. Medical centre.
The camera focuses on a needle in the left arm of DANNY then pans across the tubes to a bag of blood filled to almost a pint. The camera pans out to reveal BEN, MARIE and JAMIE pulling back the curtain of Danny’s cubicle.

Jamie
What’s taking so long?

nurse
Your friend here has rare blood, so we always take a little extra from him.

Cut to DANNY looking concerned.

DAnny
What? Really?

Nurse
Yes of course it’s been that way since you were a baby. It's nothing to worry about. Now off you pop with your little friends.

The camera follows them as they walk outside onto the courtyard. 

Marie
Doesn’t it bother you guys that the elders take so much blood from us? What do you think they do with it?

Jamie
No. and I don’t care what they do with it either. I'd love to know why it's only the Elders that are allowed in the mountain fortress!

ben
There is a way in high above the sealed doors. Close to the roof of the cave. A ventilation shaft leading to the ice door and the outside world.

DANNY starts walking towards the cave walls.
Danny
Well let’s get going I’ve always wanted to see the ice door. I wonder if the plaque of rules really is there?

As the others run to catch up the camera fades to the next scene.

EXT. DAY. on a high ledge above the tree canopy

The teens are resting on a ledge after the climb. They are looking over their home. The camera pans from the courtyard to the treehouse village then to the lake before returning to the kids chatting.

jamie
So, Marie, are you ever going to give Danny a date? The poor guy looks more stressed than Dr Barnes during donation day.

The camera stops on MARIE who looks annoyed
Then back to JAMIE who gently prods DANNY’S leg.

Jamie (CONT’D)

the whole constipated space cadet look doesn't suit you, Danny, not one bit!

They all laughed as DANNY got to his feet. Bright red with embarrassment.

Danny.
let's get a move on. We got a long way to go to get to the ice door.

ben
Danny, chill man it's just a joke. We got lots of time. You are so eager beaver all time. You know the elders send people like you to work on the farms!

Marie
How is that a bad thing? the farms keep us fed and alive.

ben
Well. yes and no.

marie
I know I’m going to regret this but please explain.

ben
Okay. So, no for the very reasons you gave, eating and living. But yes, because farmers are boring as shit.

marie
Oh my God, you are such a douche! I’m with Danny let's get a move on.

DANNY and MARIE start climbing the wall to their left followed closely by the others who were still giggling as they all clambered up to the next ledge and the ventilation shaft.

BEN climbs past MARIE cockily, giving her a smug look before losing his grip and falling. Only to be caught by MARIE.

marie
Shaking her head.

So cocky it almost got you killed. Be careful I might not always be here to catch you.

DANNY and JAMIE pull MARIE and BEN up onto the ledge. They all collapse in a heap laughing at the close call.
The four friends stand up and turn to face the ventilation duct.

Int. day. Ventilation duct

 The camera heads into the vent travelling to the hatch 100m away, then pulls back down the vent to reveal the friends crawling through the narrow vent already halfway through.

jamie
Turning to the others
I think we are about halfway through this vent. Another couple of minutes and we’ll finally get some answers.
ben
I hope you’re right. It absolutely reeks in here.

The four teens shuffle along the vent which gets incredibly tight at the end. The camera follows them into the increasingly claustrophobic atmosphere.
Cut to an external view of the vent hatch. Banging is heard before the hatch bursts open straight at the camera which pulls away to avoid then zooms on the four friends jumping down the 10ft drop.

Jamie and marie (in unison)

Both with gobsmacked expressions
Oh my God.
 
The camera turns to show a bright blue translucent wall of ice around 100m long and 20m high. Then the camera pans across the wall and back to the teens examining the wall.

danny

I knew it. Let’s split up and see if there is anything else interesting in here.
Ben

Pointing at an enormous set of doors on the wall about 30m behind them.
What? like that?

danny

Yes, exactly like that.


The friends run towards the door.
Noticing the plaque on the wall.

Marie

Hey, look at that plaque.

The camera pans onto the plaque waiting enough for the audience to read.

Before entering this Sanctuary, you will place your hand in the slot to agree to our requirements.
Do not physically or mentally harm any other resident of this Sanctuary.
Do not harm the trees or their inhabitants in any area of this Sanctuary.
Do not harm any of the wildlife, including insects, in this Sanctuary.
Do not attempt to access unauthorised areas of the inner regions of the complex.
You will be placed in employment within the Sanctuary based on skill and ability testing.
You will be matched with a genetically compatible mate for procreation regardless of sexuality.



marie
Holy shit.

ben

If there is no one left in the outside world, then why did they put this here?

The group exchange worried looks and the camera pans to a hand scanner below the plaque then pans back to MARIE.


marie

I don't know, but I'm sure as hell going to find out. There is too much strange stuff going on here that doesn't make sense.

jamie

 I know what you mean, Marie. Every time we go out at the minute, we seem to find out something that contradicts what the Elders are telling us.

danny

I asked my parents why they didn't have to make weekly blood donations last night?

The camera cuts to BEN, JAMIE and MARIE who exchange looks of shock and horror.

marie

Really? What did they say?
All eyes and the camera lock-on DANNY

danny

They just looked utterly shocked, a bit like you three do now, then said that adult blood had too many toxins from exposure to the outside world to be useful for its medical uses, then told me never to ask about it again, which I thought was weird.

ben

In a confused tone.
Totally weird, buddy, it all sounded kosher till they told you not to ask again. I'll ask my folks when I get back tonight and see what they say. Maybe you guys should do the same?

jamie

So, moving swiftly on.

JAMIE examines the hand scanner.

Jamie (cont’d)

I've had a thought about how to get this secret door open.

The others exchange sceptical looks.

The camera cuts to the hand scanner, then cuts momentarily to the plaque, then back to MARIE.

marie
Okay, smart guy. What have you got?

jamie
Smiling smugly
All we need is a soldier's fingerprints and a rubber glove, then 'bam' we are in.

DANNY and BEN burst out laughing. MARIE shakes her head profusely.

marie
Well, you work on that and get back to the group when you have the soldier's fingerprints dickhead. (Sarcastic tone)

Ben
Let’s just have a better look around first, we could have missed loads of things in here!

The group all nod in agreement heading along the wall to their left. The camera pans up to reveal a camera. Images of the camera following the cables to the monitor in a security office. A soldier is seen hitting a big red alarm button.

Fade out.




Int. day. Staff quarters.

Fade in to reveal a small room with basic furniture and a handsome black male JACOB WISE, in his mid-twenties lying on the bed clearly deep in thought.

A ringing rattles through the room and the complex. JACOB jumps to his feet grabs his sidearm and rifle from the table and heads out the door into a clinical corridor filled with soldiers, all hurrying to JACOB’S left.

JACOB joins them in the journey down the seemingly endless corridor.

Cut to.

Int. day. Ice cave.

All four teens are in separate locations around the cave. The camera cuts between them. An enormous shadow engulfs the cave.

Something seems to be approaching the ice door.

danny
Motioning to the others.

Everyone gets over here. Something is coming towards the door. And it looks massive.

jamie
Maybe it's one of those mutated monsters they told us about in school?

marie
Those are just stories they tell little kids.

ben
Then what the hell is that? 

The approaching thing casting the shadow stopped in front of the ice door. The camera focuses on a huge arm rising and banging loudly on the frozen waterfall. BOOM, BOOM, BOOM.
The camera cut to kids screaming and scrambling backwards.
Cuts back to the thing banging the ice door again BOOM, BOOM.
Cuts to.

Int. day. Corridor.

JACOB and the platoon of soldiers are assembled behind the iron doors leading to the ice door.
The camera pans to doors that slowly open due to weight to reveal four scared teens running from something giant.

Commanding officer

Be ready for anything, men. First five rows attack and hold the threat at the ice door.
Row six, detain the prisoners, all remaining troops hold your position and defend blast door two with all you got, over.

The soldiers flood the cave firing at the target.
 
JACOB and three unnamed soldiers grab the teens and drag them unceremoniously back through the doors and the remaining soldiers spread out across the cave.

Cuts to DANNY being pulled into the closing doors as the camera spins to show the soldiers firing on the approaching danger. 

Intercom voice

BREACH, BREACH, BREACH. Retreat to blast door one.
Incapacitate those prisoners and bring them to the interrogation rooms at once.

Cuts to the three unnamed soldiers knocking out their captives with the butts of their rifles.

JACOB looks shocked but instantly follows their lead not wanting to attract any unwanted attention. The camera pans out to watch them pick up the teens and walk through a door.

Cut to black as the door closes.


Int. day. Interrogation room.

Fade in.

Camera Focus on DANNY’S closed eyes. His eyes suddenly burst open in fear. The camera takes in the room as DANNY’S eyes scan the blank room. Only a table and three chairs. He is sitting on one.

DANNY looks down to see his hands cuffed to the table. Screams could be heard all around him. He looked at the small window in the door and sees the soldier who had hesitated to knock him out. The camera cuts to DANNY giving a curious look. Then cuts to JACOB in the corridor outside the door.

Footsteps and voices can be heard in the distance. JACOB looks to his left and two men (one the commanding officer the other presumably an interrogator) come through a door at the far end of the corridor.

Both look like they had the weight of the world on their shoulders, as they stride towards JACOB.

Commanding officer

You there, new guy? What have we got?

jacob

Just a kid, sir, they all are. Three boys and a girl.
Interrogator 

Really. Bloody kids, we have tried everything to keep them away from the ice door. Have they said anything?

jacob
Fear in his voice

No, this one hasn't said a word. I'm not sure about the others, but there has been some inaudible shouting from the other interrogation rooms, and the other guards are still with them now. Sir, what was that thing at the ice door? I've never seen anything like it before!

The two men looked at each other, with a knowing smirk.

Commanding officer

That was an infrequent occurrence that has already been taken care of and is not something you need to worry about as long as you do your job properly. Do you get me? These kids are a much bigger problem for us at present.

Both men give JACOB a firm, serious look.

Jacob

Yes. Of course, sir.
Commanding officer

Turning to interrogator 

Good. Can you get started with the remaining boy? And I will deal with this one.

Interrogator 
While walking away.

No problem. I'll find out what he knows. Although it sounds like the other one is spilling his guts.

Shouting can be heard down the hall.

Cuts back to COMMANDING OFFICER and JACOB

Commanding officer

Take the girl down to the medical wing; Dr Sudras is expecting you!

jacob

Of course, sir, I'll do it straight away.

JACOB walks up the corridor a little to the next door and entered the identical room, he had just been in with a knock to find something he never expected not in a million lifetimes.

Jacob

Gasps.

The camera fixed on JACOB’S Gasp then follows his hand till it hits the panic button to his left.
The camera turns to show JACOB’S view.
The girl is still bound and hooded sat at the desk in the same position he had just left his own prisoner. She sat lifelessly, not making a sound.

JACOB walks across the room to the guard who was standing in the far corner of the room with both hands on the wall, smashing his head off the wall every few seconds. He touches his shoulder.

In a flash, the disfigured and bloodied guard spins around, staring straight into JACOB’S eyes for a moment.

Disfigured guard
A guttural roar of fear and rage.

As the camera pans around the DISFIGURED GUARD sprints across the room, head down, out the door and straight into the corridor wall.

 The body slumps to the floor but the head or at least what is left of it is splattered all over the wall.
The commanding officer comes into view. Walks into the room with JACOB. Visibly disturbed.

Commanding officer

New guy. What the hell just happened in here?

The two men exchange looks of extreme confusion.

Jacob is gobsmacked. his eyes wide in terror, his jaw unable to move from his chest.
The COMMANDING OFFICER steps forwards and slaps JACOB hard with his left hand.

Commanding officer

I said, what the HELL happened in here?

jacob

You will have to excuse me, sir. I usually don't swear but, what the fuck just happened in here, sir?

Commanding officer

Becoming increasingly angry.
That’s what I’m asking you. idiot. 

WHAT HAPPENED?

his voice is distorted by the quivering fear response his body is experiencing, he recognises this feeling, a panic attack is coming he really needs to calm down think about how a soldier would act.

jacob

Sir, I know what I saw but I really don’t know what happened!

JACOB looks towards the body in the corridor. The camera follows then cuts back to C/O.

Commanding officer

What the hell does that mean?
Okay, what did see newbie?
This better be good!

JACOB moves uneasily, shuffling about.

jacob

So, I walked in the door, the girl was sitting just like that.

JACOB points at the girl.

Jacob (cont’d)

The guard was standing by the wall, smashing his head into the mirror. So, I hit the panic button. Rushed over to him, touched his shoulder and he spun around.
 
Sweat is beading on JACOB’S forehead.
The C/O is looking impatient. 

Jacob (cont’d)

Then he locked eyes with me, he looked terrified. He gave out a monstrous wail then sprinted headfirst into the corridor wall.

The C/O turns to look at the body again.

Commanding officer

I hope you are telling the truth! I’m going to check the camera footage; you take her to the new infirmary. The doctor is waiting for you both.

jacob
Looking mortified.

Is that some sort of joke?
How about you tell me what really just happened here?
 Commanding officer
Smirking uncomfortably

I don’t know. Even if I did, I couldn’t tell you it's well above your paygrade!
Get her too medical. Chop-chop.

The C/O looks at JACOB with a sly smile, then turns to look at the girl (MARIE), the camera and JACOB catch a flash of fear in his eyes. He turns slamming the door behind him.

Scene.

Int. day. Interrogation room A.

A door opens to reveal the C/O walking in. camera pans around as he walks forwards and sits on the chair opposite DANNY.

Commanding officer

Ah, mmm. Danny? Right?

DANNY shifted uncomfortably in his seat then nodded.

Commanding officer (cont’d)

Good. Exceptionally good. So, Danny, I have some questions for you and your little friends in the other cells. I'm going, to be honest with you here, kid. Your answers to my questions will determine how the remainder of your life will pan out, do you understand?

danny

Yeah. I understand your statement but I sure as shit don’t understand what’s happening here. 
What was that thing at the ice door?

Commanding officer
Looking smugly

All sorts of monsters and mutants’ out in the wastelands kid. Why do you think you kids aren’t allowed near the ice door?
It's dangerous. You kids brought that thing here. It saw you through the ice. 
If it had breached the facility, it could have killed everyone.

The C/O touches his earphone in his ear then gets up from his chair shaking his head at DANNY.

Commanding officer (cont’d)

You kids are in a lot of trouble. I hope you know that. I’ll be back in a moment.

The C/O walks out of the room whistling a broken tune.

Fade to black.

Int. day. Corridor outside medical centre.

Fade in.
The camera follows JACOB and MARIE down a long blindingly white corridor. He is cradling her in both arms.
He gets to the medical centre door.
Hits the buzzer.
A few moments pass and the door buzzes open.
JACOB puts MARIE gently on the first bed he sees then turn to come face to face with the doctor, a beautiful young Indian woman.

JACob
Looking at the doctor nervously. (Love interest)

Hi, are you doctor Sudras?

The camera cuts to a beautiful young Indian woman in her early 20s.

Doctor Avni Sudras

Yes, I am. Please call me Avni.
I’m guessing you are Mr Wise, and this must be MARIE.

AVNI gestures to the girl on the bed.

Jacob

Sure am. And it's Jacob.
Nice to meet you Avni.
What brings a beautiful woman like you to a place like this?

AVNI blushes slightly then flicks her long hair back with her left hand smiling shyly.

AVNI

The elders brought me in a few months ago to set up this new lab.
How about you?

JACOB

I’m new here I just got here on the last supply drop.
We have been sent here to wait for my C/O. He could be a while. There have been several incidents in the last hour or so which could keep him busy for a while. Can I ask? Is there any coffee around Doctor Sudras? I could really do with some unless you have anything stronger.

AVNI walks over to the desk and pulls out a bottle and three glasses.

AVNI

I do have something stronger. Is whisky, okay?


jacob

That would be amazing! Thank you, Avni.

They both gave at each other for a moment.
They are interrupted by a gentle cough from behind them.
The camera turns to a still hooded MARIE.

marie

So? New guy, Jacob, whatever you are called, do you wanna tell me what the hell is going on?

Both Jacob and Avni turned to look at her then back to each other for a moment then turn back to MARIE. JACOB reaches over and removes her hood and presses a clip on the cuffs to unclip them.

jacob

Kid, as much as it may surprise you to learn, I would love to tell you what the hell is going on here, but in all honesty, I have seen things this last hour that I don't rightly understand. How about you answer something for me? What is this place really? When did you get here?

marie

I was born here. We all were. What do you mean what this place is? How can you not know what Sanctuary valley is? You do live here with us? Don't you?

The camera focuses on a confused MARIE.
The camera focuses into her left eye.


Int. day. Interrogation room a

The camera pans back from the eye to reveal DANNY sitting alone in the interrogation room.
The door buzzes, then opens and the COMMANDING OFFICER strides back into the room. Taking the chair in front of DANNY.

Commanding officer
Sweating profusely.

So, you were about to tell me how you guys got all the way to the Ice Door from the Valley without being seen?
 Five security doors, all with cameras and over one hundred guards, how is that possible.


DANNY 

Cave that leads to a vent, three hundred feet above the valley’s courtyard.

COMMANDING OFFICER

Really. How did you find out about this cave? Did someone send you there?

danny
Looking confused

No, nothing like that. We all go climbing on the valley walls three or four times a week. We found the cave around a week ago and decided to explore it further today.

Commanding officer
Drumming his fingers on the desk.

Danny, Danny, Danny, who is strike one for you. Starting so early with lies, it's not looking good for you lot, not one bit.
Now I'm going to let you into a little secret, we have you, kids, on the ice door cameras on four separate occasions in the last month, so why don't you stop bullshitting me.

danny

What?
that’s not possible!
Today is the first time we have ever even seen the ice door.

DANNY starts to chuckle.

Danny (cont’d)

You clearly got more trouble here than you think.
Maybe you should recheck that footage buddy.

Commanding officer
Starting to look angry

Im surprised someone like you is so cocky in this situation!

danny
Looking smugly

It’s a stress reaction.

DANNY shifts in his chair and grins.

Danny (cont’d)

We just like to explore the cliffs during our downtime. 
Found the cave by accident.
What was that enormous thing that attacked the door?

The COMMANDING OFFICER bursts out laughing for a few seconds then composes himself.

Commanding officer
Still chuckling.

Sorry about that, this is meant to be serious, but that door really tickles me a great deal.
 Well, the answer to your question is a straightforward one, especially where the Valleys residents are concerned anyway. That thing which you so eloquently describe is the reason you and your friends will never be back in the Valley!

The camera cuts to a shocked DANNY then pans to the C/O looking at his watch.

Commanding officer (cont’d)
Clearly enjoying the kid’s shock.

As we are talking right now, everyone you have ever known is being informed of your untimely deaths at the hands of the monsters beyond the ice door.
 Tore to pieces is the story we are going with; it should stop inquisitive types like yourself from poking around where they aren't meant to be. 
The Elders are going to conduct your kids' funeral pyre tonight so the community can move on. 
Any more questions before I continue with mine?

DANNY shifts nervously in his chair.

danny

If everyone thinks we are dead, then what are you going to do to us?

Commanding officer

As I said earlier, that depends on your answers.
 I don't like kids' games, that's why I'm giving it to you straight. 
We could kill you, employ you, or even let you go into the real world beyond this place where you could have a normal life!

DANNY looks more confused than ever.

danny

What do you mean, the real world? 
We have always been told that we are the last of humanity to survive the apocalyptic end of the world. 
Isn't the world a toxic disaster zone?

The COMMANDING OFFICER laughs maniacally. Slapping the table, a few times.

Commanding officer
Barely able to contain his laughter.

I still can't believe that worked. 
Talk about herd stupidity. 
Fear my boy. Fear. 
That is all you need to have people give away their civil and human rights. 
The world is a changed place after the disasters of 2022, but the world did not end kid, sorry to have to break it to you.

The COMMANDING OFFICER watches the mind-blowing facts wash over DANNY.

Commanding officer (cont’d)

 Still, the history you guys learn is nothing more than a narrative created by writers to stop the people in this facility from asking many questions about our real intentions here. 

danny
Voice trembling

You mean this whole place is a lie?
Like everything?

Commanding officer

Of course it’s not all a lie.
Just most of it. 
The world beyond this place is wonderful, eight billion people on the planet, the majority have no clue about this place or you people. 
In fact, as far as the world is concerned, you and everyone here are no more than a far-right conspiracy theory on the bloody internet. 
So why are you all so interested in the ice door? 
The truth now, I guarantee lying isn't worth dying for!

transition out

Int. day. Interrogation room 4

transition in
Wide view of room identical to previous room.
JAMIE & BEN are hanging from the ceiling in handcuffs.

TRANSITION OUT

Int. day. Medical centre.

TRANSITION IN

JACOB, AVNI and MARIE sitting in the medical centre.
Marie looks angry and upset.

TRANSITION OUT

Int. day. Control room.

Two office technicians’ can be seen in a room full of computers and monitors.
Camera focuses on 1 screen showing a group of children building a funeral pyre next to a small lake.

FADE TO CREDIT SEQUENCE
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