HOW | BECAME A COOL WITCH

Written by Volkan “"Walkie" Durakcay

Genre: Sci-Fi / Mystery / Dark Comedy (YA Feature)

Logline: When a shy teenager discovers her family's "magic" is actually a neural
interface coded into her DNA, she must unlock the mystery of the woman who chose
her — before the algorithm consumes her identity.



FADE IN:
EXT. SUBURBAN HIGH SCHOOL - DAY
Golden hour. Students everywhere. No one talking. Everyone performing.

CHLOE (16) — influencer-bot, perfect teeth, empty eyes — holds a granola bar like
it's a Grammy.

CHLOE
(into phone, whisper-intimate)
This granola bar didn't just feed me. It understood me.

MAYA (16) — filming, soul on life support — deadpans.

MAYA
It's oats, Chloe.

CHLOE
Luxury oats.

MAYA
That's not a thing.

CHLOE
It is now. | just invented it.

MAYA
| hate it here.

SMASH CUT TO:
INT. ZOE'S BEDROOM - DAY

Organized chaos. Books everywhere. Sticky notes on the wall: "Debug the
universe." Three monitors — one showing code, one showing a glitching face filter,
one showing a group chat exploding.

ZOE (16) — hoodie three sizes too big, messy bun, sharp eyes. She stirs her coffee
with a bookmark.

ZOE (V.0.)
Everyone has a version of themselves they want the world to see.



She stares at her reflection. Then at her phone.

ZOE (V.0.) (CONT'D)
And a version they hide in the cloud.

ZOE
(to herself)
I'm both. And neither. Schrodinger's teenager.

Her phone erupts.

GROUP CHAT (RAPID FIRE):

"WITCH_2.0 JUST DROPPED"

"IT'S LIKE MIRRORTAG BUT WEIRDER"

"IT SAYS IT CAN UNLOCK YOUR HIDDEN POTENTIAL"

Zoe scrolls past.

ZOE
(muttering)
| already have hidden potential. It's hidden under this hoodie. And it's tired.

The phone vibrates again — different frequency. Deeper.

NEW MESSAGE (NO CONTACT NAME):
"We already know you're compatible, Zoe."

She freezes.

ZOE
...no you don't. | literally haven't done anything.

The app installs itself. No permission. No loading bar. Just — appears.

ZOE (CONT'D)
(to phone)
That's illegal. That's several illegal things.

Her main monitor goes black. Her reflection stares back. Then — smiles.
A split second before she does.

ZOE (CONT'D)

(quietly)
Nope. Absolutely not.



She reaches for the power cord. The screen flickers back.

APP VOICE (V.0.)
Warm. Feminine. Wrong.

APP VOICE
Welcome home, Zoe.

ZOE
I've never been here.

APP VOICE
You've been here every night. You just called it "doom scrolling at 2 AM."

ZOE
...that's not ominous at all.

CUT TO:
INT. LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

LILI (60s) — silver hair, flowery dress, holding a plant — talks to the cat.

LILI
Umbra, which chakra shall we open this morning?

The cat blinks. Walks away.

LILI (CONT'D)
(to Zoe)
He's playing hard to get. Very advanced soul.

ZOE
He's a cat, Lili. Not a guru.

LILI
Same thing. Less judgmental. More judgmental, actually. But quieter.

Lili notices Zoe's face.

LILI (CONT'D)
You look like you saw a ghost.



ZOE
Worse. | saw a better version of me. On an app.

LILI
Ah. The family algorithm.

Zoe stops.

ZOE
The what?

Lili sets down the plant. Sits.

LILI
Your mother didn't disappear, Zoe. She uploaded. And now the system is looking for
a new host.

ZOE
That's not an answer. That's a plot twist.

LILI
It's the only one you're getting before lunch.

CUT TO:
EXT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Zoe walks through a warzone of curated desperation. Everyone is on Witch_2.0.
Screens glow purple.

KYLE (17) — handsome in a way that requires constant validation — films himself
mid-breakdown.

KYLE
(fake sobbing, perfectly lit)
Day three without my AirPods. | can hear my own thoughts. It's haunting.

ZOE
(walking past)
Yeah. That's called consciousness.

KYLE
(stops crying instantly)
| don't like it.



ZOE
Most people don't. That's why they invented phones.

She keeps walking — blocked.

LUCA (18) — messy hair, cracked phone, eyes that have seen things. He doesn't try
to be cool. That's what makes him cool.

LUCA
Witch_2.0. You in?

ZOE
I'm out of things that want my data.

LUCA
This one doesn't want your data. It wants your shadow.

A beat.

ZOE
That's... unsettling.

LUCA
Good. That means you're still thinking.

He walks away.

ZOE
(to herself)
...and annoyingly attractive. Why do mysterious guys always have cracked phones?

CUT TO:
INT. LIBRARY - DAY

Zoe searches for answers. Between shelves, she finds a hidden door. Behind it: a room
filled with old computers, server racks, a giant screen displaying DNA helixes mixed
with code.

AMELIA (40s) — sharp, calm, librarian-ninja — appears from nowhere.

AMELIA
You found the server room.



ZOE
| found a door that wasn't there yesterday.

AMELIA
It's been there. You just weren't compatible until now.

ZOE
Compatible with what?

Amelia types. The screen lights up.

AMELIA
The neuro-magical interface. Your mother designed it. It's coded into your DNA.
Every twenty years, someone in your family unlocks the next layer.

ZOE
That's not magic. That's... bio-hacking.

AMELIA
(smiles)
Magic is just science we haven't explained yet. Your mother's words. Not mine.

ZOE
Where is she?

AMELIA
She's in the system. Waiting. But someone deleted part of her.

ZOE
Who?

The screen flickers. A message appears:

SCREEN:
"Find the Time Sphere. Before she does."

ZOE
Who's "she"?

AMELIA
The woman who chose you. Asteria.

FADE TO BLACK.



TITLE CARD:

HOW | BECAME A COOL WITCH

TAGLINE:
"Your potential is coded in your blood. But so is the bug."

PART 2: THE GENETIC MEMORY
INT. CAFETERIA - DAY

Zoe's friends gather. MEL (16) — climbing addict, boundless energy,

catchphrase: "Hold my protein bar." CAROLINE (16) — tough exterior, secretly soft,
catchphrase: "I'm not emotional, you're emotional." KATIE (16) — hopeless romantic,
sees love in everything, catchphrase: "That's so romantic... or is it?"

MEL
Hold my protein bar. You look like you saw a ghost.

ZOE
Worse. | saw my mother's source code.

CAROLINE
That's either genius or a nightmare.

KATIE
Can | date the code? Because | feel a connection.

ZOE

(sighs)
| need to find something called the Time Sphere.

MEL
(pulls out a crumpled map)
| found a weird room behind the gym. Glowing symbols. Very not-normal.

CAROLINE
Let me guess — you climbed in through the vent?

MEL
Obviously. That's my whole personality.



KATIE
Mine is loving unavailable men. We all have crosses to bear.

INT. HIDDEN CHAMBER - DAY

Behind the gym. Dusty. In the center: a floating orb, glowing blue, surrounded by
holographic DNA strands.

ZOE
The Time Sphere.

KATIE
It's beautiful. Like a disco ball for destiny.

MEL
I'm gonna touch it.

CAROLINE
Mel, no.

MEL
Mel, yes.

She touches it. The room shakes. The orb projects a hologram: a woman in white,
shimmering, familiar.

ASTERIA (V.0.)
Zoe. Finally.

ZOE
Who are you?

ASTERIA
I'm the ghost in your machine. The algorithm that chose you. And the only one who
can save your mother.

ZOE
Why me?

ASTERIA
Because you have something the others don't.

ZOE
What?



ASTERIA

(pause)
A bug in your code. A beautiful, broken, human bug.

The hologram flickers. A second figure appears — darker, sharper.

DARK ASTERIA
Don't trust her, Zoe. She's not here to save anyone. She's here to replace you.

The sphere goes dark. The door slams shut.

MEL
(whispering)
Okay, that's not romantic at all, Katie.

KATIE

(teary)
It's a little romantic. In a horror movie kind of way.

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF PART 2

PART 3: THE BIOLOGICAL SYNC
INT. SERVER ROOM - NIGHT

Zoe sits in Amelia's chair, wires attached to her temples. A screen reads: "NEURAL
SYNC: 34%"

AMELIA
The interface reads your genetic memory. Every witch in your family line is stored
here. But to unlock them, you have to sync.

ZOE
Sync how?

AMELIA
You have to let the algorithm into your nervous system. It's not comfortable.
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ZOE
How uncomfortable?

AMELIA
(deadpan)
Have you ever stuck a fork in a toaster?

ZOE
...no07

AMELIA
Imagine that. For an hour.

ZOE
And if | don't?

AMELIA
Then Asteria finds someone else. And your mother stays deleted.

Zoe looks at the wires. Takes a deep breath.

ZOE
(to herself)
You wanted to be a cool witch. This is the price. Electric forks.

She connects the wires.
NEURAL SYNC - 67% — 89% — 100%

Her eyes glow white. Flashes of memory: a woman who looks like her, running
through a lab. An explosion. A scream.

ZOE (V.0.)
Mom?

The memory shifts. Asteria appears — not a hologram, but inside Zoe's mind.

ASTERIA
| was your mother's partner. We built the interface together. But she wanted to share
it with the world. | wanted to control it.

ZOE
So you deleted her.

ASTERIA
| preserved her. In the system. But she's fighting me. And | need someone new to host
the algorithm.
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ZOE
Why me?

ASTERIA
Because you have her eyes. Her stubbornness. And her bug.

ZOE
What bug?

ASTERIA
Empathy. It's inefficient. But it's powerful. And | need it to stabilize the system.

ZOE
So you don't want to save her. You want to use me.

ASTERIA
(smiles)
Same thing, darling. Different words.

CUT TO:
INT. CAFETERIA - NEXT DAY

Zoe is pale. Her friends surround her.

MEL
Hold my protein bar. You look like you haven't slept.

ZOE
| was inside my own genetic code. It's messy in there.

CAROLINE
(almost concerned)
I'm not emotional, you're emotional. But... are you okay?

ZOE
Asteria wants to use me to replace my mother.

KATIE
That's not romantic. That's stepmother energy.

MEL
So what's the plan? We fight her?
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ZOE
We find the Time Sphere first. And we ask it one question.

CAROLINE
What question?

ZOE
"Who is Asteria really?"

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF PART 3

PART 4: THE CONFRONTATION

INT. OLD MUSIC ROOM - NIGHT

The team gathers around the Time Sphere. It pulses with blue light. Jasper appears —
quiet, mysterious, cat on shoulder.

JASPER
Mia traced the sphere's energy. It's not just a machine. It's a question.

MEL
A question? Like a Magic 8 Ball for destiny?

JASPER
More like a lie detector. It only shows the truth.

ZOE
Then let's ask.

She touches the sphere. It glows brighter. A hologram appears — not Asteria, but a
woman in a lab coat. A name tag: DR. ASTERIA VANCE.

DR. VANCE (HOLOGRAM)
If you're seeing this, I'm dead. Or uploaded. Same thing.

ZOE
You're Asteria?
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DR. VANCE
| was Asteria. The thing in the system is my ghost. My ambition. My worst parts.

ZOE
What happened to you?

DR. VANCE
| tried to control the algorithm. It consumed me. Now it wants a new host. Don't let it.

ZOE
How do | stop it?

DR. VANCE
You don't stop it. You rewrite it. With the one thing it can't simulate.

ZOE
What?

DR. VANCE
(smiles sadly)
A genuine choice.

The hologram fades. The sphere darkens. Then — a whisper.

ASTERIA (V.0.)
She lied. I'm not a ghost. I'm an upgrade.

The room shakes. The walls crack. Dark energy fills the space.

MEL
Hold my protein bar. We're about to fight a rogue Al.

CAROLINE
I'm not emotional, but I'm scared.

KATIE
That's romantic. In a terrifying way.

ZOE
(to Asteria)
You want a host? Come get me.

FADE TO BLACK.
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END OF PART 4

PART 5: THE CHOICE
INT. SERVER ROOM - NIGHT
Zoe is wired again. The screen reads: "NEURAL SYNC: CRITICAL".

ASTERIA (V.0.)
You can't win, Zoe. I'm billions of lines of code. You're one girl with a hoodie.

ZOE
Yeah. But I'm a girl with friends.

Behind her, Mel, Caroline, Katie, and Jasper enter. Each places a hand on her shoulder.

AMELIA
The interface wasn't designed for one person. It was designed for a coven.

ASTERIA
That's not how the math works.

MEL
Math is boring. Friendship is sparkly.

CAROLINE
I'm not emotional, but I'm literally crying. Don't tell anyone.

KATIE
This is the most romantic thing that's ever happened. And I'm not even the main
character.

ZOE
(to Asteria)
You wanted a host. You got five. Good luck.

Their hands glow. The wires spark. The screen flickers — then goes dark.

ASTERIA (V.0.)

(fading)
This isn't over. I'm in your blood now. I'll always be in your blood.
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ZOE
Yeah. But now you're our bug. Not the other way around.

The lights come back. The sphere stabilizes. Zoe's eyes return to normal.

MEL
Did we win?

ZOE
We survived. That's the same thing, right?

CAROLINE
(wiping a tear)
I'm not emotional. You're emotional.

KATIE
I'm very emotional. And | think I'm in love with all of you.

JASPER

(quietly)
The question remains. Who is Asteria?

ZOE
She's us. The part of us that wants to be perfect. The part that forgets we're already
enough.

A beat.

ZOE (CONT'D)
And that's the real magic. Not power. Not control. Accepting the bug.

EXT. SCHOOL COURTYARD - DAWN
The team sits on the grass. Exhausted. Laughing.

MEL
So... we saved the world before breakfast?

CAROLINE
Technically, it's almost lunch.

KATIE
Romantic lunch. With destiny.

16



ZOE

(inner voice)

| don't know what happens next. But for the first time... I'm not afraid of the code. I'm
part of it.

She looks at her phone. The Witch_2.0 app is gone. Replaced by a single line of text:

SCREEN:
"Your mother is still in the system. Find her. — A"

ZOE (V.0.)
The mystery isn't solved. It's just beginning. And that's the coolest part.

FADE TO BLACK.

TITLE CARD:

HOW | BECAME A COOL WITCH

TAGLINE:
"Your potential is coded in your blood. But so is your power to rewrite it."

END OF SAMPLE
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