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| NT. WANDA' S PALACE CORRI DOR - N GHT

HARPER, COLT, and several other AVERI CAN SOLDI ERS in pil ot
uni forns wal k down a |ong, dark corridor. Beside them wal k
two COSSACKS- - JAREMA and TARAS. They carry sabers.

A woman wal ks ahead. In a dress. Wth a |ot of jewelry.
Under gold bracelets and pendants, she hides the scars of
heavy shackl es.

The Anericans wal k in silence, exchangi ng only gl ances.

They stop. Koieta opens the door. She steps aside. She makes
way for them

WOVAN
We know you have your own rul es
regardi ng nonents |ike these. W
wi |l respect each other. You have
one hour. The Queen will informyou
of your arrival.

The Anericans go inside. The door closes behind them The
worman | eaves. Jarema and Taras remain by the door.

| NT. ROOM - NI GHT

Har per places her bag on a chair. Colt throws his bag on the
bed. A drawing falls out. It has a dragon and a princess on
it. Harper quickly puts the drawi ng back in her bag. She
pul | s out the garnient bag.

The rest of the Americans stare at Harper, waiting for his
first nove.

COLT
This | ooks |like the fortress of the
gueen of the world. Not a terrorist
base.

HARPER
What ot her word woul d you use to
descri be a wonan who sparked a
revolt in Russian intelligence,
rounded up the best agents, |ed
themto this tenple of power, and
pl aced the crown on her head
wi t hout aski ng anyone for their
opi ni on?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Har per pul
back of a

COLT
The Enpress.

HARPER
Wherever it goes, it spreads
destruction. It burns villages. It
burns mlitary bases. Mst ships
di sappear in its seas. Planes fal
fromits skies. Its steppes trenble
Wi th the hooves of horses. Her
i nfluence reaches from Moscow to
Constanti nople. If no one reacts,
we wi Il have a nmuch stronger eneny
t han Russi a.

COLT
Si nce when are we afraid of
terrorists?

s out her dress uniform She places it on the
chair in front of a large mrror. She stares at

her reflection for a nonent.

HARPER
W’'re not afraid of it. We're just
careful not to let it burn down
everyt hing we | ove.

COLT
Maybe she’s the only one who has
the courage to stick to her
deci sions no matter what?

HARPER
Just don't fall in |ove.

COLT
Wiy are we the only ones comng to
her? Wthout the aircraft carrier.
Wthout the rest of the mlitary.
| f she’s so dangerous?

HARPER
This woman has a serious problem
with Russia. She’s unleashed a hel
beyond her control. That’'s why
we're going to help her. Because
only we know how to keep Russia in
check. And we’' |l save the world
once agai n.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

COLT
And then what?
HARPER
There will be peace. And ny F-18s
will land in front of this pal ace.
COLT
| mnot the best at talking. |I'm
better at flying. What am | doing
her e?
HARPER

You’' re growi ng up

Har per buttons up the last few buttons. He | ooks like the
synbol of the American mlitary.

I NT. WANDA' S PALACE - NI GHT

The great hall hums with |ow, resonant drunms. Shadows dance
on ancient stone walls lit by open flanmes. The snell of
woodsnoke, sweat, and salt lingers in the air.

CGuests stand in silence, encircling the fire. At its center
- WANDA (30s) dances.

Her body noves |ike a weapon forged in rhythm-- precise,
grounded, el enental .

Twin torches in her hands carve arcs of flane. She doesn't
smle. She doesn’t perform

She cl ainms the room

Doors open behind. THE AMERI CANS enter -- six of them |ed
by COLONEL HARPER. Tall, confident, calculating. Behind him
Ely "COLT" (30s). Quiet, observant. The youngest in the room
-- but the only one who doesn’t shift his weight.

Wanda spins once nore. One |last burst of flane.

And then--she stops.

Tur ns.
Wal ks straight toward them
The torches still burn in her hands.

She halts a few feet in front of the Anericans.

Everyone hol ds their breath.

Wanda’ s eyes scan the group |ike a hawk choosing its prey.
She lifts both burning torches----then throws them hard at
the ground, directly in front of the group.

FLAVES ERUPT.

The Anericans instinctively step back--
--except Colt.

He doesn’t nove.
Wanda wat ches. Silently.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

HARPER
Queen Wanda. On behal f of the
United States and our allies, we
t hank you for this wel cone.

Wanda doen’t turn to him She doesn’t even blink. She steps
past the flanes. Stops in front of Colt.

WANDA
You didn’'t nove.

COLT
Didn't think if | shoul d.

WANDA
Because you’'re brave?

COLT
Because you were wat chi ng.

A beat. The druns go silent.

WANDA
And yet you’'re not the one
speaki ng.

Wanda gl ances of Harper. Finally.

WANDA
Send your nessage in witing.
| don’t tal k business on nights
i ke this.

She turns her back to them
WANDA

But you can stay. Watch.

| f you're brave enough to keep your

eyes open.
She di sappears into the hall
Har per stiffens. Colt watches her go -- sonething pulling in
his chest |ike gravity nade personal
| NT. SALA NARAD - NI GHT
Thick stone walls. An uneven circle of old warriors -
hardened men with bl ades on their hips and snoke in their

breath. The room huns with tension. Voices overlap, sharp,
i npati ent.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

The heavy door creaks open. Silence falls |ike snow Wanda
enters - her cloak still snelling of ash, her presence
cutting through the roomlike a bl ade.

She doesn’t ask to speak.

WANDA
VWho let themin?

JAREMA
| thought kings didn’t ask. They
know.

WANDA
| know. They snell |ike a
gasstation, iron, fire...like a
war .

TARAS
And you dance for they...like a
whol e!

Wanda is angry. She hits her hands on the table. Her eyes
are col d.

WANDA
| am not your sister. | amnot your
nmother. | amnot your wife. | am
not your mt. | amyour queen. And
you need told to ne like to your
queen.

TARAS

And a queen who dances for the
eneny... \Wat kind of queen is

t hat ?
WANDA
One that the eneny will not dare to
t ouch.
| ama fire. | ama war...but you

told ne, they want a peace...they
want help us with Russia.

JARENA
They said it was a peacekeeping
m ssion. | believed you should see
t hem before they built an airport
her e.

WANDA
| do not accept guests who bring
peace in uniform

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

JAREMA
Maybe you' Il at least listen to
t hent?

WANDA
Wy ?

TARAS

Because naybe they actually want to
protect you?

WANDA
| amslavic girl. |I don’t need
protection. Especially not from
Anmerica. You were supposed to
protect this country. And you can’t
even nake a single good decision..
as usual, it all falls on ne.

Wanda exits.

I NT. WANDA' S PALACE - NI GHT

Anricans stands near the wall. They | ook at slavic dancers.
They’'re in shock. Colt |ooks with passion and | ove. He |ikes
magic in this place.

COLT
Do we know their protocol?

HARPER
They don’t have a protocol.

Wanda appears behind a | arge wooden table. O her wonen
appear next to Wanda. They’re tal ki ng about sonmething with
serious expressions. After a nonent, they disperse around
the room One stands before the Anericans.

Several people fall silent. Loud druns begin to roll. It’s
as if the entire environnent is reacting to her presence.

Jarema and Taras cone in behind Wanda. They wait.

WANDA
We don’t talk over enpty gl asses.
W don’t negotiate in silence. W
don’t stand by the wall when we
could be sitting by the fire.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Wanda smles broadly. Seductively. She shifts her energy
fromwarrior to lover. She’'s still a queen. But a bit
gentler. She gestures for the Americans to join her at her
table. Jarema and Taras, dissatisfied, nove away from her.
They nmake roomto her right and left.

WANDA
You' re wel cone. To ny table.

Today - we cel ebrate peace and
fri endshi p.

Wanda sits down. Harper and Colt sit near her.

WANDA
We rarely receive visitors from
heaven. Are the stars whispering to
you about urgent matters right now?

HARPER
Qur country believes that if we
join forces, we wll defeat the
enpire once and for all

WANDA

WIl we win? Wat’s next?
HARPER

There will be peace.
WANDA

There will be peace under the

St ar - Spangl ed Banner. No nore wild
steppes. No nore Slavic fire. No
nore freedom or other ki ngdomns.

There will be only... Anmerica.
HARPER
The nost beautiful peace you can
dreamof will cone.
COLT

And what if all this remains? WIld
horses in the steppe, running with
wild nmen? A breath of freedomin
your hair. The sea breeze agai nst
t he pal ace walls. None of us knows
how to illum nate the night on the
st eppe. No one but you.

WANDA
What do you know about wild horses
and the people of the steppes? Wy
do you want to help ne?
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

HARPER
Because if we don’t, Russia wl|
cone visit you again. And this
tinme, there wll be no turning
back.

WANDA
| know the breath of Russia. | know
how to protect nyself from her
wath. | know how to rul e her
children. | don’t know Anerica. And
| trust her as nuch as | would
trust an evil queen in a fairy
tal e.

The wonen pl ace vodka on the table. Lots of it. Wanda

wat ches happily as they pour it into glasses. Harper remains
firm unfazed. He's thinking hard. Colt tries to remain
serious, but... they're starting to feel confortable in this
pl ace. And it shows.

WANDA
And you? You don’t strike me as a
treaty man. Mre |ike soneone who
knows how to hold the reins.

COLT
We have a saying that horses don’'t
listen to words--only to energy.
It’s simlar with countries.

Jarema | aughts.

JARENA

You know not hi ng about hor ses.
VANDA

Jarena. ..
JARENA

Horses are as wild as the wind in
the steppe. Until you' ve slept with
them galloped with them and drank
fromthe same stream.. you know
not hi ng about them

COLT
In Texas, we are born and die with
horses. W sleep with them under
one sky. W harness the w nd
together. W are one. W understand
each other w thout words and dri nk
from many streans.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

WANDA
And so we noved from seri ous
politics to horses. Again.

COLT
Maybe this is our thread of
under st andi ng.

Colt is exceptionally confident. He speaks with courage and
ease. He remains fascinated and enchanted by these people.
Har per |1 ooks as if he’s just achieved his goal.

Sonmeone begins to sing. The conpany gathered in the hal
dances. Wnen and nen dance with fire, sing, drink vodka...
dancers approach the table. They seduce the guests with
their novenents and torches.

Wanda bursts out |aughing. She gestures for Harper to | eave
the table with one of the dancers.

WANDA
And | told you not to talk politics
at the table. Let’s have sone fun.
Everyone. If we feel like it.

COLT
And you... how do you feel |ike
havi ng fun today?

EXT. BALCONY - N GHT

Wanda stands at the stone railing of the terrace. She stares
at the sky. She thinks she’s alone... but Colt appears

behi nd her. Al one. Unacconpani ed. He watches her as she
renmoves her mask and beconmes exceptionally real

COLT
Yet there is nore truth in fairy
tales than | have been told.

WANDA
This isn't a fairy tale. This is
reality.

Colt notices Wanda's pendant. In the shape of a dragon. He
qui ckly |l ooks away fromit. He tries to | ook Wanda in the
eye. Wanda keeps | ooki ng away.

COLT

Even here the dragon guards the
princess.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

WANDA
| mnot a princess.

COLT
In our fairy tales, dragons are
killed to free the princess.

WANDA
Here we learn to live with them
And | am a queen, not a princess.

Wanda steps away fromthe railing. Colt grabs her hand.
Quickly. Firmy. After a nonent, he lets go. But he achieves
his goal. Wanda stops. She gives himher attention. Wanda
notices cufflinks in the shape of airplanes.

WANDA
| have the inpression that for you
a plane is not just a plane either.

COLT
My not her al ways said that freedom
has wi ngs.
Wanda sm | es.
WANDA

She nmust be a very w se wonan.

Colt notices the birthmark on her back. A seared,
eagl e- shaped nark peeks out from beneath the fabric of her
dress. He runs his fingers over it. Wthout question. As if
he didn’t need perm ssion.

Wanda steps away fromhim Turns to face him Raises her
head high. She is herself again. Untouchable. Unreachabl e.
Col d.

COLT
Who did this to you?

WANDA
The one who once thought he owned
ne.

COLT

Sl ave markets? | thought it was
just a story...

WANDA
In your country, everything is just
a story. And here we have to dea
with it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

COLT
| don’t believe...They told nme you
were a Russian agent. Not a sl ave.

WANDA
You only believe what you want to
bel i eve.

Wanda wal ks toward the door. She stops at the door, though.
She gives Colt one |ast | ook.

WANDA
Wiy are you here, Colt?

Silence. Wanda exits. Colt goes behind her.

| NT. WANDA' S PALACE CORRI DOR - N GHT

Colt wal ks a step behind Wanda. They stop. Anerican soldiers
appear before them Satisfied. Drunk. Acconpani ed by the
wonen of Wanda’'s court. Wanda exchanges know ng gl ances with
her wonen.

WANDA
| hope you’'re having a great
eveni ng. W want everyone to fee
at home here.

HARPER
And it works. Thank you.

WANDA
Have fun. In the norning it wll
a new day. And then we will talk
about the real purpose of your
visit.

be

Wanda passes them She di sappears into the darkness. Colt
stands as if paralyzed. He stares at Harper.

HARPER
You heard the queen. Go and have
fun.

| NT. WANDA’ S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Wanda invites Colt in. She tenderly takes his hand. She
confidently enters the room and cl oses the door behind them
No one will disturb them anynore. They are al one now. And
she can’t wait. She presses Colt against the wall. Wldly.
Passionately. Confidently. She deals the cards. She w ns.

( CONTI NUED)
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She undresses... And he... surrenders to all this desire and
feeling. He dances in her wild dance. He lets her pull off
his uniform He helps her take off her dress... and they
make | ove. WIldly. Passionately. This once.
COLT
You are incredibly beautiful.
WANDA
Oh, those Anerican | earned quotes.
COLT
You' re incredibly beautiful.
Danger ous. Stubborn. Hot... |’ve
never nmet a woman |like you, and yet
| feel like I’ve always m ssed you.
WANDA

Ch, even nore Anerican quotes.

Colt bursts into |aughter. Wanda does too. They | augh
t oget her. Loudly. GCenuinely.

Colt traces her scar with his fingers. After a nonent, his
fingers give way to his |ips.

WANDA
St op.

COLT
WIIl you tell ne why you wear thenf

WANDA
My father sold ne to a knight. This
kni ght consi dered ne val uabl e.
didn’t nake a very good wife, so he
decided to sell ne at market. He
got nore use out of ne than he did
fromnme at hone.

COLT
Are you nmarried?

WANDA
Arericans...no. | was. | was a
wfe. | was a slave. It’s a past.

Now | am a free woman. And a queen.
BUt this scar...this is a part of
nme.

COLT

Why does no one in the world know
about this hell

( CONTI NUED)
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WANDA
Because no one is |istening.

Wanda stares at the candlelight on his tired face. It lets
himfall asleep.

I NT. SAUNA - NI GHT

Wanda energes fromthe darkness. She sees her wonen steppi ng
out into the hallway. Each holding a torch. They are wld.
And free. And self-satisfied. They close the door behind
them They bolt it.

Wanda steps closer. She takes one of the torches. She stares
into the fire for a nonent.

WANDA
It’s time to provide our guests
with a hot and intoxicating night.

Wanda strai ghtens up. She enters the sauna. The wonen foll ow
her. Each of them has the slave brand burned into their
backs.

Americans sit in a sauna. Drunk on heat and al cohol. The
wonen start dancing. Wth fire. They know exactly what to

do. They’'re professionals. WId. Liberated. Seductive. Men
conpletely let their guard down around them

One torch falls to the floor. The wonen gracefully retreat
fromthe sauna. Wanda throws the torches at the Anericans’
feet. It’s too late to react. The wonen | eave. They cl ose

t he door behind them The sauna bursts into flames.

| NT. WANDA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Silence. Only the birdsong.

Colt sl eeps, naked, under a heavy blanket. On the table
besi de him- a dragon necklace and his airplane cufflinks,
fol ded neatly next to a gl ass.

The door opens.

Wanda enters. In a black dress. Ready for war, for
coronation, for death. Queen again.

She stands by the bed. She | ooks at himfor a long tine.

She | eans down. She ki sses his forehead.

( CONTI NUED)
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WANDA
My men are now | oadi ng urns draped
in whistling banners onto a pl ane.
Take them honme to your country. Let
the stars on this flag rem nd you
of the sky over Crinea. Renenber,
they didn't die in battle...they
di ed because they wanted to take
away freedom from peopl e who val ue
it above all else.

Colt mutters sonething in his sleep. He grabs Wanda' s hand.
He doesn’t want to let go. It |ooks vul nerable. And
adorable. And it fits in her bed.

WANDA
You fly high, Texas boy. But don’t
come back here again. Because then
11 burn down your whole world.
And you

Wanda | eaves the bedroom She discreetly wi pes away her
tears. She strai ghtens her back. She listens to the sound of
druns and horns. She wal ks away into the darkness.



