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EXT. BUS STOP - DAY

ANNA(30) gets off the bus. She puts her suitcase on the
ground. She cl oses her eyes. She takes a deep breath.

The bus pulls away. Anna waits for the sound of the engine
to fade. A black cat approaches her. It rubs agai nst her

| egs. Anna freezes. She opens her eyes. She crouches down
next to the cat. She smles gently. She pets it with one
hand.

In her other hand, she holds a flyer with the word "Eden"
witten on it. The flyer features a photo of joyful wonen
sitting in a circle around a canpfire in the m ddl e of
nat ur e.

BLANKA (30, looks Iike Anna) sits on a bench. She | ooks at
Anna with disgust.

BLANKA
You' re i nsane.

ANNA
Sonething tells me not at all.

BLANKA
| nstead of getting rid of the
probl em you decided to cone
here... and create even nore
probl ens. You' ve al ways been a
master at screwing up your life.
Look around. W're in the m ddle of
nowher e.

ANNA
Sonetinmes you have to be in a place
i ke that to understand..

Bl anka stands up.

BLANKA
Do you even know where we’'re
supposed to go?

ANNA
Soneone was supposed to cone pick
me up.

BL ANKA
O course.

Anna sits down next to the suitcase. The cat clinbs onto her
| ap. Anna gently pets the cat, feeling its every novenent.
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BLANKA
D d you take another test? Maybe it
was all for nothing...mybe it’s
worth going hone after all

Anna suddenly starts vomting. The frightened cat junps off
her | ap. Blanka | ooks at her with disgust. Anna sighs. She
pushes her hair back from her forehead. She breathes
heavily.

ANNA
| did.

A rickety off-road vehicle appears on the road. It stops at
a bus stop. A smling wonman, EWA (60), steps out. She opens
the trunk.

EVWA
You nust be Annal!

Ewa approaches Anna. She takes her suitcase and quickly
throws it into the car. She returns. She holds out her hand
to Anna. Anna stands up on her own. Bl anka stands beside
her. She rolls her eyes. Ewa doesn’t see her.

BLANKA
She’ s sonme ki nd of Baba Yaga! She
probably drags all these girls into
the forest just to eat their babies
right after they' re born..

EVA
|’ m Ewa. You spoke to ne on the
phone. I'mso glad we're finally

getting to know each other. You'l
see, these few nonths with us wll
do you good..

Ewa i gnores Anna. She quickly returns to the car, |eaving
t he passenger door open. She waits.

After a nonent’s hesitation, Anna gets in. They drive away.

Bl anka is furious. She follows the car on foot.

| NT. CAR - DAY
Ewa sits behind the wheel. She stares at the road. Anna

remai ns silent. She stares out the wi ndow. She watches the
trees.
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Ewa si nks

3.
EVA
Renenber that you can al ways cone
back.
ANNA
| have nothing to go back to.
EVA
There is al ways sonething to do.
ANNA
Wiy aren’t you a doctor anynore?
EVA
Still I am 1 just changed
| ocati on.
ANNA
Wy ?

into thought. They turn deeper into the forest.

Onto a bunpy road. Anna grips the seat. The car rocks. Anna
qui ckly rolls down the w ndow.

EVA
Over the years, |’ve net hundreds
of wonen. |’ve hel ped their
children conme into the world. 1|’ ve

w ped away tears after losing a
child, alife, and a womanhood.
|’ ve faced so many problens |

couldn’t solve. | didn't know how
to give a young wonman a child her
body didn’t want. | couldn’'t

convi nce a di straught pregnant
woman that notherhood is beautiful.
| didn’t know how to restore her
faith in life after nenopause. |
was paral yzed by the pain of not
being able to hold the hand of a
not her dying in
childbirth...surrounded by hospital
lights, nmen, and rul es.

ANNA
And now...you can do this?

EVA

Now I know how to gui de each of
t hem al ong their path
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ANNA
WIl you take me through too?

Ewa takes Anna’s hand. Briefly. Quickly. Fleetingly. Warny.
She smles gently.

EVA
| swore an oath, first, to do no
harm ..
| f necessary, | wll befriend you
with life. If necessary, | wll

befriend you with death.

Anna sm | es. She gently runs her hand over her stonmach. She
| ooks out the window. The terrifying Bl anka appears behi nd
it. She wal ks wearily along the roadsi de. Between the trees.
She’s furious. Terrified, Anna | ooks away.

EXT. EDEN - DAY

The car enters the village of "Eden." It’'s nestled in the
m ddl e of the forest. It |ooks |ike an exclusive gl anping
site. Children of all ages run happily anmong the yurts.

Smling wonen of all ages lie on the grass. Ohers bustle
about - - hangi ng | aundry, sweepi ng, sew ng, reading books --

Anna gets out of the car. She stops. She’'s delighted with
the view. Ewa smles broadly. She pulls out Anna’ s suitcase.

Suddenly, APRIL (5) runs up to Anna. She | aughs I oudly and
hugs Anna.

KARO (50) appears behind her. He and Ewa exchange neani ngf ul
gl ances.

Anna gently hugs April. She crouches down and | ooks the girl
in the eye.
ANNA
Hi .
APRI L
H. I'mApril.
ANNA

" m Anna. Nice to neet you April.

APRI L
Anna? Li ke a princess?

Anna | aughs.
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ANNA
Li ke so many princesses.
EVA
April, at |least |let our guest
unpack.
APRI L
VWere will she live?
EVA

Do you renenber which yurt becane
avai |l abl e recently?

APRI L
Yes.

April grabs Anna’'s hand. She doesn’t ask questions. She
doesn’t care. She runs toward the yurt. Anna obediently
foll ows her.

KARO
What are you going to do about it?

EVWA
Wi t .

KARO
April just chosen.

EWA
| know it.

KARO
Is this what she cane here for?

Ewa shakes her head sadly.

EVWA
Not this tine.

Ewa silently follows Anna and April. Karo returns to her
wor K.
| NT. ANNA" S YURT - DAY

Bl anka sits on the bed in the yurt, |ooking offended. She
stares indignantly at Anna standing in the doorway.

No one pays her any attention. She’s invisible to them
The yurt is nmuch nore nodern than Anna expected. She cl oses

t he door behind her. She admires every detail of the decor.
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EVA
You don’t have to worry about
anything. Food will be served right
under your nose. Your task is to
rest and create new life.

ANNA
And yet you talk like an old wonan.
EVA
| am an ol d wonan.
ANNA
| don’t know if ny nobst inportant
task inlife is... creating
children..
EVA

What el se do you have to do today?
Anna opens the wardrobe. She wal ks around the yurt. She
peeks into the bathroom She’'s still filled with adm ration.
Ewa wat ches her silently, a warmsmle on her face.
| NT. ANNA" S YURT - MOMENT LATER
Anna vomits in the bathroom
Knock- knock. Knock-knock.
Louder and | ouder.
Anna flushes the toilet. She sighs. She snpoths her hair.
She stands up. Slowy. Holding onto the toilet, the wall,
t he bat htub, she rinses her nmouth in the sink.
Knock - knock
Anna reluctantly walks to the yurt’s entrance. She passes
Bl anka |Iying on the bed. She ignores her gaze and opens the
door .
HANNAH (20), heavily pregnant, stands on the doorstep.
Smiling. She’s holding a package. Anna notices MARY (4)

clinging to her dress. Hanka presses the package into Anna’s
hands.

HANNAH
You' ll need it. I’m Hannah. This is
Mary...it’'s great to have you anong

us.
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Anna grinmaces. She takes a step back. She opens the package.
G nger, raspberry | eaves, mnt, alnonds... Anna | ooks at
Hannah questi oningly.

HANNAH
For nausea. Besides, you know what
el se i s good?

ANNA
Deat h?

HANNAH
Fresh air! Cone join us.

Anna tries to protest. Hannah is quick. She grabs Anna’s
hand and pulls her out of the yurt.

EXT. EDEN - DAY

Anna tries to keep up with Hannah. But she quickly |oses her
breath. She stops. In the distance, a group of wonen on yoga
mats can be seen. They sit with their faces turned to the

sun. They | ook exceptionally relaxed. Bl anka appears next to
Anna.

BLANKA
They’ Il have a stroke. They're
probably sitting around "bondi ng
wth their children."” You know,
it’s insane. This whole thing is
crazy. Since you didn’t go to the
abortion clinic, at |least you could
have stayed hone. Worked |ike any
normal woman. Like any nother in
your famly. ..

Anna stops. She sits down on the grass. She buries her face
bet ween her knees. She breathes quickly. Hannah sits down
next to her. As gracefully as one can sit on the ground with
a pregnant belly.

HANNAH
Sl ower. One, two, one, two...
Slowy. Feel the air entering your
l ungs... dissipating through your
bl oodstream It w |l pass soon.

Anna | ooks at her in despair. Hannah smiles gently. She
stands up. She hel ps Anna up.
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ANNA
WIIl it always be like this?
HANNAH
It’1l go away in a few weeks. And
then it’lIl come back. Along with
heartburn, stretch marks..
ANNA
There is nothing |like a bl essed

state.
Hannah bursts out |aughing. They slowy wal k toward the
wonen practicing yoga.
EXT. EDEN MEADOW - DAY

Hannah unfol ds her mat. The wonen smle serenely. They pause
for a nonent. They approach Anna: Sophia, Ma, Anelia.

SOPHI A
H . 1" m Sophi a.
M A
How wonderful to see you! I'mM a.
AMELI A
Anel i a.
ANNA

" m Anna. Nice to neet you..

They hug Anna in greeting, one by one. Anna freezes. She’s
unconfortable with this display of affection. After a
nonent, she | eaves.

ANNA

| s everyone here pregnant?
HANNAH

No.
ANNA

| thought this was a place for
girls like ne.

HANNAH
And you thought right.

Hannah sits down on the mat. Anna sits next to her. She
doesn’t understand anyt hi ng.
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HANNAH
Sophi a has probably been here the
| ongest. Not counting Eva and Caro.

ANNA
So you can stay here | onger than 9
nont hs?

HANNAH

It should even...be com ng back.
Ewa found her in a terrible state.
She had wor ked beyond her strength.
She had conpletely forgotten
hersel f. Her body rebelled in every
possi ble way. Until it slowy began
to shut down.

ANNA
She doesn’t | ook ol d.

HANNAH
And she’s not. She’'ll be 40 in a
few nonths. She’s found neaning in
life here and decided to stay.
Apparently, the nmeadow and yurts
are better for her than the netal
wal | s of corporate skyscrapers.

ANNA
Has she chil dren?

HANNAH
Al'l the children whose nothers, for
what ever reason, couldn’t care for
them are hers. Although she never
gave birth, she is the nother of
the entire village. And if one of
them finds the nother destined for
their future years... she rel eases
them fromthe nest. That’s her
m ssion. To give thema chance to
start, and then give them back to
the world. Because we don't give
birth to children for ourselves...
we give birth to themfor the

wor | d.

ANNA
| don’t want it for nyself or for
t he worl d.
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HANNAH
Are you sure these are your words?

Anna cl oses her eyes.

ANNA
The world isn't made for children.
|’ mnot made for this. | can't
afford it. No one will help ne.
HANNAH

Each of us carries the history of
our famly. Each of us carries on
her shoul ders all the hardships of
our great-grandnot hers,

grandnot hers, and nothers. The
know edge, passed down from
generation to generation, of how
difficult it is to be a woman. The
know edge that we can’'t cope

wi t hout nen, or quite the
opposite... that we can never count
on them M grandnother had to flee
with her three young daughters
during the war. Right after her
husband died in an explosion...

ri ght outside our home. My other

gr andnot her packed up all her

bel ongi ngs and left for a foreign
country, in a cattle wagon, wth a
husband with an extrenely difficult
personal ity and an equally
difficult child. My husband | eft
for his father’s wfe. As difficult
as that sounds... | ama nother of
four. But | am not al one.

ANNA
Did you find a husband who want ed
you with so many chil dren?

HANNAH
Yes and no. He died a few nonths
ago. | have a whole village here.
"1l never be alone. And neither

w il you.

Anna | ooks as if a warm thought has entered her head. She
rel axes her shoul ders. She stares at Hannah in admration.
After a nonent, she hugs her tightly. Suddenly, she begins
to shake. She shivers. She stares at her trenbling hands.
Tears stream down her cheeks. Instinctively, she buries her
hands in the grass. She takes a few deep breaths.
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ANNA
They drowned children. They threw
themin the nud to be eaten by
rats...it hurt. Being forced to
give birth hurt. The prohibitions
and commandnents hurt...and
marrying early to have a child at
twenty. ..

Anna cries. She doesn’t notice as all the wonen gat hered
approach her. They stop their exercises. They surround Anna
in an increasingly tight circle. They hug her, Hannah, each
ot her. Sonme of themcry. Sonme close their eyes. They hum
nmel odi es. They say silent prayers. A nmagical nonment. Anna
lies down on the grass. She cries. She cries her tears into
t he ground.

Day turns to night.

EXT. FI REPLACE - N GHT

The wonmen sit in a circle around the fire. Ma and Sophi a
pour sonething fromjugs into cups. They hand the cups out
to the wonen. Hannah hugs the children. She stares into the
fire. Ewa |ooks |like an Elder in a Native Anerican tri be.
She holds a carved stick in her hands. Anelia plays the

gui tar. Someone joins in the singing. SEPHORA dances by the
fire, along wth a group of |aughing children.

EVA
Anot her magi cal night has arrived.
Tonight | feel sonething
extraordinary is about to happen.
It’s a full nmoon. \Whoever needs it
can go gather herbs. Woever needs
rituals can do them 1’ m so
grateful for us, Eden...for being
here... Sending you all as nuch | ove
as | can...

Sephora stands in front of Ewa. She takes the stick from her
hand. She smles gently. She turns to face the others.

SEPHORA
| wanted to tell you how amazi ng
you are. Just a few weeks ago, |
was convi nced that wonen were at
each other’s throats...out of
jealousy for a better life, for
men, for jobs...for the nere fact
that another female was in their
territory. Today, | feel like we're
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SEPHORA (cont’ d)
like lionesses. W form a uni que
pride. | couldn’t have nanaged
anything w thout you. | can’'t
i magi ne caring for a newborn
wi t hout you. | sinply say thank
you.

Appl ause.

Anna stares at everything in amazenent. She claps her hands
along with the others. The stick noves to the next wonman.

Hannah stands up. Quietly. The children are asl eep at her
feet. She silently approaches the fire. She begins to sway.
She cl oses her eyes. She dances slowy, sensually, nurmuring
to herself. Suddenly, silence falls. Pleasant. Mystical.
Absor bi ng everything around her.

Anna stares at Hannah as if hypnotized. The stick reaches
her. She holds it in her hands, but says nothing. She
listens to the wonen singing. She stares at the dance. She
digs her bare feet into the earth. She delights in the
noment .

M A
It’s your turn.

Anna opens her eyes. Stands up.

ANNA
[?2 I"’mhere to find life.

CARO
And you found it?

ANNA
| " m cl ose.

Anna hands back the stick. She joins Hannah. They dance
around the fire. Intuitively. Beautifully. Under the stars.
The circle slowy begins to | oosen. The wonen | ead and carry
the children to their yurts. Sone di sappear into the trees.
O hers still linger by the fire.

Hannah approaches Ewa.

HANNAH
[t's tine.

Anna turns around. Ewa stands up. Slowly. Sensually.
Carefully. Wth reverence for her body and novenent.
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EWA
Do you want come with us?

ANNA
Me? For what?

HANNAH
Finding life.

Ewa sl owy takes Hannah hand. They wal k toward the yurts.
Anna follows them

INT. EWA'S YURT - NI GHT

Hannah undresses. She stands against the wall. She noves
intuitively. She breathes. She sways her hips. She | ooks as
if she’s neditating--not giving birth.

Anna wat ches Ewa bustl e around the yurt. She takes the heart
rate nonitor out of the box. She takes the mdw fe’'s bag out
of the chest. She opens it and takes out the necessary
suppl i es.

ANNA
VWhat can | help you?

EVA
Li st en.

Ewa hangs the stethoscope around her neck. She approaches
Hannah and hol ds her hips. Anna prepares the water and gi ves
it to Hannah. She is very noved. She remains silent. She
absorbs the magi c of the nmonment. Ewa and Hannah nove in

uni son. Both know what to do. They let thensel ves be gui ded
by the feeling, the |labor, the baby. Every so often, Ewa

pl aces the stethoscope agai nst Hannah’s belly.

Anna stays off to the side. She observes. She freezes. She
| oses touch with reality. A scream brings her back to
consci ousness. She runs to the bathroom She vomts. She
returns with clean towels.

Anna wat ches Ewa’s novenents. She trusts her nore and nore.
She begins to trust the process. She adm res Hannah. She
pl aces a wet towel on Hannah' s forehead.

One last tine. A scream Mther's. Child' s. Bwma's sm | e.
Anna’ s breat hi ng.

Anna watches with rapt attention as Hannah cuddl es her baby.
And she waits for the rest of the |labor. The unbilical cord
pul sates. The baby closes its eyes agai nst her breast.
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Hannah | ooks as if she’s drifting off. She’s happy. Anna has
never seen a wonman so happy. She hol ds Hannah’s hand. She
| aughs al ong with the others.

EVA
And...once again...

Lotus birth.
Ewa gl ances at Hannah and Anna.

She notices bl ood running dowmn Anna’s | egs. She | ooks at her
face. For a nonent, she stops smling. But she doesn’t break
t he nonent.

Anna cries. Wth happiness. Wth pain. She doesn’'t know. She
lies down next to Hannah. She hugs her tightly. And her
newbor n.

EXT. EDEN - DAY

Anna sits on the grass anong the trees. Her eyes are cl osed.
She tilts her face to the sun. She neditates. She absorbs
t he nonent.

Bl anka appears.

BLANKA
We back hone.

Anna ignores her

BLANKA
You can’t even carry a pregnancy to
term W’ re going back! It’'s al
over. You'll never be a nother.
You’ ve just wasted your tine.

Bl anka tugs at Anna. Anna sits still, breathing deeply. A
smling April energes fromthe trees. She runs to Anna,
stands in front of her, grabs her arns, and pulls her up.
Anna bursts out |aughing. Blanka is furious.

BLANKA
An adopted child will never be
yours. They are sonmeone else’'s. A
foundling. Never..

Anna stands up. She turns to Blanka. She sm | es broadly.
warmy. Like EBEwa.

She hugs Bl anka tightly. For a long tine. She waits unti
Bl anka breathes a sigh of relief. Blanka cl oses her eyes.
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ANNA
| see you. | see and feel all the
pai n you brought ne. You don't have
to anynore. W don’t have to. It’s
fine as it is. W' re back.

Bl anka nelts in Anna’'s arns. She di sappears. Anna breathes a
sigh of relief. She turns to April.

April | ooks at her in astonishnent. After a nonent, she
begi ns dancing in place. Anna joins her. They join hands.
They run into the trees.

text:

Wnen around the world face the | oneliness of wonanhood, the

pain of childbirth, illnesses they cannot tal k about,
depression, postpartum the death of children, and
nmenopause... silenced, forced to give birth even when it
puts their health at risk... dying in the silence of

hospital roons and in their own hones, because of |aws that
violate the H ppocratic Cath. W see you. W hear you. W
feel you. W stand with you




