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FADE | N:
EXT. NEWSPAPER BUI LDI NG W TH LARGE BRAXTON BUGLE SI GN - DAY

MATT MEREDI TH, tall, good-Iooking, muscularly trimwth bl ond
hair and in his 30s, wal ks through the front door of the
Braxt on Bugl e newspaper buil di ng.

| NT. NEWSPAPER BUI LDI NG LOBBY - DAY

A plunmp SECURI TY GUARD is seated behind a desk as Matt wal ks
by him The guard | ooks annoyed.

SECURI TY GUARD

Matt, your columm had ny wife spitting
up her coffee |l aughing this norning.

Matt smles. The guard shakes his head and frowns.

SECURI TY GUARD
She's a real bear w thout her

caf f ei ne.

MATT
Buy her a jar of honey before you go
hore.

| NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY

The newsroomis crowded with REPORTERS and EDI TORS typi ng on
desktops, tal king on the phone and interacting with each

ot her. The chaos would hardly seemto be a petri dish for
creativity. Matt sits off to hinself in a corner cubicle,
oblivious to the din as he types away at his desktop. NED
MARCH, Bl ack and in his 50s, pops into the cubicle.

NED
VWhat's this col um about ?

MATT
A single nother's battle with breast
cancer while caring for her autistic
young son and invalid father.

NED
A tear jerker.

MATT
She's refreshingly positive.



NED
Good col umi sts nmake managi ng editors
| ook great. A beer after work?

MATT
First Little League practice of the
season.

NED

Can your Mckey hit |ike his nanesake?

MATT
He's not yet M ckey Mantle. But
definitely better than M ckey Mouse.

EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - DAY

Matt is standing on the third base |ine, addressing his
PLAYERS who are huddling around himon a crisp late
afternoon. Sitting in the bl eachers behind them are PARENTS.

MATT
Wl cone to the Sorbonne Townshi p Cubs.
' m Coach Matt. We're here to inprove
your skills and have fun. Baseball is
a sinple gane.

Ginning, he grabs a bat and ball.

MATT
These are a bat and a ball. They're
supposed to connect.

The pl ayers and parents | augh.
He drops the bat and picks up a glove. Then chuckl es.

MATT
These are a glove and a ball. They're
supposed to connect.

The players and parents | augh.

MATT
My son Mckey and ny girlfriend s son
Timry are on the team But | don't
play favorites. | play everybody.

Matt puts his 18 boys ranging in age from10 to 12 through a
series of drills -- pitching batting practice to them
hitting themflyballs in the outfield and hitting them



infield grounders. Two players stand out at the plate and in
the field, MCKEY MEREDI TH and TI MMY BAXTER, both 12.

| NT. BAXTER HOME- NI GHT

ROBYN BAXTER, a pert, pretty brunette in her 30s, is serving
dinner in her kitchen to Timry, his 9-year-old brother BILLY,
M ckey and Matt. They cone across as a blended famly that
actual Iy bl ends.

MATT

Bot h you guys | ooked good at practice.
M CKEY

WIIl | play center when |'m not

pi t chi ng?

Matt smles as he passes a plate of ziti to Billy.

MATT
Deep, deep right field.
M CKEY
C non on, Dad.
MATT
Center. Just like Mckey Mantle.
M CKEY
My friends never heard of M ckey
Mant | e.
MATT
Tell themto check himout on YouTube.
TI MW
WIIl | play short and pitch?

Matt has a devilish | ook. Robyn smiles, anticipating Matt's
punch 1i ne.

MATT

Not at the sane tine.
TI MW

Very funny.
BI LLY

Timry, you're lucky I'mtoo young.
pl ay shortstop on ny teamand |'m
better than you.



To enphasi ze his point, Billy waves his arm and knocks over
his glass of mlk, which spills on Matt's lap. Matt quickly
grabs sone napkins to soak up the milk while Tinmy and Billy
| augh. Robyn wal ks over to the kitchen counter, grabs sone
paper towels, returns to the table and hel ps Matt cl ean up.

TI MW
That would be E-6 if you' re scoring at
hone.
ROBYN
Billy, tell Matt you're sorry.
BILLY
Sorry.
MATT
No problem Even good ball pl ayers make
errors.
TI MW
Do | call you Coach instead of Matt at
practice?
MATT
Yep.
M CKEY
Me, too?
MATT

That woul d be silly.

M CKEY
How about | call you the old man?

MATT
Go ahead and see how many | aps around
t he di anond you t ake.

| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

Robyn is rinsing dishes and Matt is | oading theminto the
di shwasher in her kitchen.

MATT
We can't stay long. Mckey has a
sci ence project due tonorrow.

ROBYN
Lucky him And you. Plus you need to
( MORE)



ROBYN ( CONT' D)
change pants. Those snell a little
sour .

MATT
If Mckey and | noved in, | could
change pants right after every spill.

ROBYN
Nice try, sport.

MATT
| still need an assistant coach. You
pl ayed softball in college.

ROBYN

|"'mcontent to sit in the stands and
work on ny tan.

MATT
Hard to believe it's been two years
since we net.

ROBYN
| fell for Timmy's baseball coach
Must have been hit in the head by a
foul ball.

MATT
You caught ny pitch for |ove.

ROBYN
Don't get too cocky, Coach

MATT
I f the boys didn't get along so well,
it would put a strain on our
rel ati onshi p.

ROBYN
l"'mglad we're taking it slow It's
better for the boys.

MATT
Qur relationship is on | ow simer.

ROBYN
And you want to bring it to full boil,
huh?



MATT
O course. It's spring. A young man's
fancy turns to baseball and ronance.

ROBYN
Qur boys are too young for girls.

MATT
| was referencing ne.

ROBYN
The ol d man?

MATT
We need to take our relationship up a
notch. Let's start by doing fun things
toget her just as a couple.

She | ooks dubi ous.

ROBYN
Easy to say. Hard to do when our lives
center on the kids, our jobs and
taki ng care of our hones.

MATT
Marri age sol ves two problens. One
home, one babysitter.

~ ROBYN
(G ggling)
Marri age takes me off the market when
Ryan Gosling cones to town.

MATT
But can Ryan Gosling repair a hole in
a screen?

ROBYN
| had to buy two flyswatters after the
| ast screen you tried to fix. W had
so many flies | considered hiring an
air traffic controller.

I NT. COVWWUNI TY TELEVI SI ON STUDI O - N GHT

Matt is sitting on the set of his weekly community tel evision
show wi t h Braxton mayor JI MBO CUW NGS, towering, portly and
in his 60s. Jinbo | ooks as unconfortable as a guy sitting in
a dentist's chair.



JI MBO
Surprised | showed up tonight after
your colum harpooned ne?

MATT
Mayor, you're a better man than | am

JI MBO
|"ma good sport. Even if you did
wite that a retired carpenter |ike ne
is turning everything |I touch into
splinters at Gty Hall.

MATT
That was | ow hanging fruit.

JI MBO
| may have cut a few pieces of |unber
a tad crooked. But | know of only one
carpenter who was perfect. And they
crucified him

MATT
I"'mfamliar with the story.

JI MBO
Li ke that carpenter, |'ve nade a

career change to hel p people. And now
my enemes are trying to crucify ne.

MATT
|"mnot trying to crucify you

JI MBO
The hell you aren't. You're a regul ar
Pontius Pilate. You claiml play petty
politics. That nmy squabbles with Cty
Counci| are juvenile.

MATT
When are you going to cone up with a
plan to deal with the crine, drugs and
poverty running ranpant in our city?

JI MBO
And gi ve your show an excl usive? |
t hi nk not .

MATT
| think the only thing you plan al
day is lunch



The mayor junps out of his chair, alnost trips over an untied
shoel ace and stonps off the set. Matt smiles and addresses
hi s TV audi ence.

MATT
| could point out that the mayor
apparently is even clunsier than his
politics. But that would be a cheap
shot, now wouldn't it?

| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

Robyn, Timmy and Billy are having dinner at their kitchen
t abl e.

BI LLY
Mom do you think Dad watches us from
heaven?

ROBYN
O course.

TI MW
| really mss Dad. Wiy did he have to
die in that car accident?

ROBYN
| guess God needed himnore in heaven.

TI MW
God doesn't need himas nuch as we do.

BI LLY
| wish | could renenber himbetter.

ROBYN
You had just turned 5 at the tinme. If
Dad was here tonight, he'd say it's
time for homework.

TI MW
|"d start tal king baseball with him
and he'd forget about honmeworKk.

BI LLY
Mom why can't you be nore |ike Dad?

EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - DAY

Cl NDY LOEPER, plunp, rock-band | oud and in her 30s, is
sitting next to Robyn in the stands. G ndy is bouncing up and



down in her seat while Robyn has her hands clasped in prayer.

Cl NDY
( Scream nQ)
Come on, Timry! You can hit this guy!

ROBYN
| f you keep screaming in my ear, |'lI
get a headache.

Cl NDY
We're down a run in the bottom of the
last inning wwth two outs and ny Derek
on second. How can you sit there in
sil ence?

ROBYN
"' m prayi ng.

Matt, coaching third base, calls tineout and wal ks to hone
pl ate and puts an arm around Ti nmy.

MATT
| know you've al ready honered today,
but just try to nake contact.

Matt pats Timy on the butt for encouragenment and then wal ks
back to the third base coachi ng box.

Cl NDY
Matt's a hunk. So when are you two
getting engaged?

ROBYN
Since we're both wi dowed, we're taking
it slow

Cl NDY

Why prolong matters? You two are the
perfect coupl e.

Timry hits a towering two-run honer to center to wn the gane
for the Cubs. The Sorbonne FANS stand and cheer. Wen Ti my
touches hone plate, he's nobbed by his jubilant teammuates and
by Matt.

MATT
Awesone j ob, Ti my!

T MW
Thanks.
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10.

M ckey and Ti mmy exchange hi gh-fives.

M CKEY
Ni ce stroke.

TI MW
Your two-run honer in the third was a
shot .

In the stands a giddy G ndy is junping up and down. Robyn
sits there, sniffling.

ROBYN
Just wish his father was here to see
this.

Cl NDY
Bob' s | ooki ng down and bursting with
pride.

Billy runs up the bl eachers and | eaps into Robyn's arns.

BI LLY
(Exci tedly)
Mom Ti mmy won the gane!

ROBYN
Wasn't he wonderful ?

I NT. M SSONI' S ADVERTI SI NG OFFI CES - DAY

Robyn and CHAD, thin and in his 30s, are sitting across from
each other at a conference roomtable. Packets of information
are spread out on the table.

CHAD
Anot her deep research dive, huh? What
are we working on?

ROBYN
An i mage ad canpaign for the Braxton
Enmer gency Shelter capital canpaign

CHAD
Qur mni ssion?

ROBYN
Tap the purse strings of corporate and
i ndi vi dual donors by plucking their
heartstrings.



CHAD
Poi gnant copy by you and eye-catchi ng
desi gn by ne.

ROBYN
They want to raise $3.5 mllion to
renovate and expand their building.

CHAD
Qur thenme?

ROBYN
Conpassi onate resurrection.

CHAD
VWhat ?

ROBYN
The Shelter gave new life to a young
Latino nother. Her husband died in an
i ndustrial accident, |leaving her with
t hree young kids, no job skills, no
formal education and no insurance.

CHAD
She had to be desperate.

ROBYN
She turned to the Shelter for help.
They found her a job at a food nmarket,
a place to live in subsidized housing
and provided free childcare at their
daycare center.

CHAD
The Shelter was her life preserver.

ROBYN
And did so with conpassion. Like they
have for so many ot her people.

CHAD
G me nme Shelter noney woul d be the
perfect canpaign tagline.

ROBYN
You stick to the designing and I'Il do
the witing.

11.
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12.

EXT. | NTERSECTI ON I N ROUGH PART OF BRAXTON - NI GHT

Matt is standing on the corner of an inner-city intersection
with CARL BAKER, a public relations guy in his 40s for the
movi e Drug Town being filnmed on location in Braxton. They are
wat ching a scene with TI FFANY UNDERHI LL, a tall, curvy,

| eggy, beautiful Black in her 20s, and BRONK CASSI DY, tal

and nmuscular with long brown hair in his 30s. The
intersection is crowmed with |ights, canmeras and equi pnent

al ong with novi e PERSONNEL and EXTRAS.

CARL
Tiffany Underhill is playing a
Manhattan socialite. Her brother was a
heroi n addict nurdered by a dealer in
Braxton. Bronk Cassidy is playing her
boyfri end.

MATT
Sonme Braxton fol ks are worried Drug
Town is going to exaggerate the extent
of our city's drug problem and
vi ol ence.

CARL
The filmis being shot here but isn't
about the city of Braxton per se.
Plenty of towns |ike Braxton have
drugs and cri ne.

MATT
So why filmin Braxton?

CARL
The other cities were too poor to pony
up the studio's site fee.

MATT
Interesting. Qur city has been going
steady with bankruptcy in recent
years.

On the set two MALE ACTORS portraying drug deal ers approach
Tiffany and Bronk. One dealer pulls out a gun. Bronk quickly
ki cks the gun away fromhimand levels himwith a | eft hook.
Tiffany jans a spi ked high heel into the shin of the other
deal er, doubling himover in pain. The director yells cut.

BRONK
Want to get a bite to eat, Tiffany?
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TI FFANY
Can't. Having dinner with a | ocal
newspaper col umi st.

BRONK
Carl set that up?

Tl FFANY
Yep.

BRONK

Call nme when you're done.

TI FFANY
The interview shouldn't last |ong.

BRONK
Who you ki ddi ng? You love to talk
about yourself.

Tiffany wal ks over to Carl and Matt. As soon as she takes a
gl ance at Matt, she freezes for a nonent.

CARL
Ti ffany, you OK? You | ook |ike you've
j ust seen a ghost.

TI FFANY
Uh, | just zoned out for a nonent.

Matt extends his hand to her. She shakes his hand whil e
staring intently at his face.

TI FFANY
So where are you taking ne to dinner,
handsone?
MATT
The Nut Bar.
TI FFANY
Cool. |'ve done research on Braxton

The Nut Bar is an iconic place.

MATT
There's a lot of nuts in there even
t hough the downtown is a shell of its
former self.

TI FFANY
Clever. You nust be a witer.
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Tiffany turns to Carl.

TI FFANY
Carl, you've got the night off. ["1lI
be dining alone with him Speaking of
him what's your nane?

She turns to Matt.

MATT
Matt Meredith.

TI FFANY
We'l|l take your car, Matt Meredith

She flashes hima m schi evous gl ance.

Tl FFANY
Wen we're done, you can give nme a
[ift to the Honewood Suites. You up
for that?

Matt gives her a wnk and a chuckl e.

MATT
I f you prom se to keep your hands off
me while |I'mdriving.

TI FFANY
You' re asking an awful lot of a girl.

12 I NT. NUT BAR - N GHT

Matt and Tiffany walk into the Nut Bar, which features a | ong
bar and upscale dining with a honey at nosphere that
encourages patrons to toss their peanut shells on the fl oor.
Jinbo is seated at the bar drinking beer along wth a few of
his Gty Hall FLUNKIES. Upon seeing Matt and Tiffany, Jinbo
stands up and bellows for all to hear.

JI MBO

Well, if isn't that hitman col umi st.
MATT

Tiffany Underhill, neet the mayor of

Braxton. Ji nbo Cunm ngs.

Tl FFANY
Pl eased to neet you
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JI MBO
Char ned.

MATT
Per haps you shouldn't be. Tiffany is
starring in Drug Town, which puts a
spotlight on the drug problemin our
city.

JI MBO
|'"'msure the novie also will point out
sonme of our fair city's good points.

TI FFANY
Per haps we can find a caneo for the
city's handsonme nayor.

JI MBO
That woul d be dandy. And I won't hold
it against you that you're hangi ng out
wi th Meredith.

MATT
|"minterview ng her about her role in
the filmand what it nmeans for
Br axt on.

JI MBO
It nmeans economic revitalization for
our fair city once investors see the
film

MATT
Don't trip over any peanut shells,
Jinbo, while you're | ooking up
searching for a rainbow and a pot of
gol d.

A HOSTESS approaches Matt and Tiffany and escorts themto a
t abl e.

Tl FFANY
This place is delightful. Spend nuch
time here?

MATT
It's across the street from ny
newspaper offi ce.

TI FFANY
Enough sai d.
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She shells a peanut and playfully tosses the shell at him

TI FFANY
| know some peopl e think Drug Town
w Il give Braxton a bl ack eye. But the

script is enpathetic to the drug and
vi ol ence problens that confront cities
i ke Braxton.

MATT
How so0?

TI FFANY
My character's high profile attracts
noney fromthe private sector that
better equips local |aw enforcenent to
crack down on drugs and cri ne.

MATT
If we could only turn fiction into
fact. Qur mayor is a buffoon who's in
way over his head. That's saying
sonet hi ng because he's six-foot five.

TI FFANY
Tell me about yourself.

MATT
You're the colum subject, not ne.
What about your personal life?

TI FFANY

| pour all nmy energy into ny career,
leaving little roomfor a personal
life.

MATT
That takes dedi cati on.

TI FFANY
You're only as good as your next role.

MATT
CGet lonely at tines?

She | aughs and tosses another shell at him
Tl FFANY

Fromtinme to tinme | squeeze in a guy.
| nt er est ed?
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MATT
| "' m dati ng soneone.

TI FFANY
Is it serious?

MATT
Trendi ng that way.

She grabs both his hands, |eans closer to himfromacross the
smal | table and sm | es.

Tl FFANY
What can | do to change that?

MATT
Wiy would | want to change that?

Tl FFANY
Because of ne, silly.

MATT
|'d be a pretty superficial guy to
dunp ny girlfriend for sone woman |
just net.

TI FFANY
"' mnot just sone woman. And you're
not just sone guy.

MATT
You're in films. And I'min print.
Tl FFANY
Reservations about dating a Bl ack
wonman?
MATT

It's not your color. It's ny existing
rel ati onshi p.

Tl FFANY
Di scussion to be continued | ater.

Matt settles the bill. As they rise to | eave, a tipsy Bronk
stunbles into their table.

BRONK
Let's all have a drink together.
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TI FFANY
We're |eaving. Do you want us to drop
you of f at the Honmewood Suites? You're
in no shape to drive.

BRONK
Ditch the newspaper schnuck and you
and | can go back to the hotel.

Bronk | aughs heartily as he staggers to keep his bal ance.

BRONK
You' re hooking up with this small-town
reporter? All ny |eading | adi es hook
up with me. |I'mfucking Bronk Cassi dy.

TI FFANY
That's precisely why 1'll never sleep
with you.

As if on cue, Bronk |leans forward and projectile vomts al
over her. Tiffany recoils in horror.

Tl FFANY
Jesus Christ! Uber your sorry ass back
to the hotel. Matt, please drive ne to
my suite so | can shower for about 20
hours.

Matt subtly shoves Bronk into their table, spilling drinks
and peanuts.

MATT
Checknat e.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT
Robyn, Matt, Tinmmy, Billy and M ckey are eating dinner in a

crowded restaurant. WAl TRESSES and WAI TERS are busy serving
PATRONS.

ROBYN
This is our last free Saturday for
weeks.

MATT

Maybe | shoul dn't have volunteered to
al so coach the Sorbonne Township 12-
under travel team
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ROBYN
Wth Mckey and Timry both on the
team we'd be going to all the
t our nament s anyway.

Tiffany and Carl, the films PR guy, walk by and stop at
their table.

Tiffany |
hands.

TI FFANY
Matt, your relationship is serious.
You two al ready have three kids.

aughs and reaches out a hand to Robyn. They shake

TI FFANY
|'"'m Tiffany. You nust be the
girlfriend.
ROBYN
Robyn. And you nust be who?
CARL
This is Tiffany Underhill. She's

starring in Drug Town.

ROBYN
My apol ogi es for not know ng you.

Tl FFANY
You will when you read Matt's col umm
about e tonorrow.

ROBYN
"Il have to get up extra early to
read it.
CARL
| trust you did a great job, Mtt.
MATT
| et you two be the judges.
CARL
Matt, did Bronk splash you the other
ni ght ?
MATT

Fortunately not.
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ROBYN
Br onk?

TI FFANY
My co-star. A prince of a guy.

MATT
Handl es his |iquor well.

ROBYN
Am | m ssing sonething?

Tl FFANY
He vomted all over ne after Matt was
done with his intervi ew

M CKEY
G oss!

TI MW
Puked all over by a novie star.

BI LLY
Did he have di arrhea, too?

ROBYN
Matt, your interview questions nust
have been nauseati ng.

Tl FFANY
W' || | eave you folks to your dinner.
Ni ce neeting you, Roberta.

ROBYN
Robyn. Wth a vy.

| NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY

Matt is sitting at his desk, typing on his desktop. H's
| andl i ne phone rings. He answers it.

MATT
Hel | 0? OK. Send her up.

He hangs up the phone and smiles. He resunmes typing for a few
nmonments when Tiffany saunters into the editorial departnent,
turni ng heads of other STAFFERS as she carries a bouquet of
roses in one hand and a |life-size cardboard cutout of herself
under the other arm W rk in the newsroomhalts, with Tiffany
creating a gaper delay as she struts across the roomto
Matt's desk. She hands the roses to Matt and props up the
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cardboard cutout next to his desk

MATT
Thanks. But why the roses and cut out
of yourself?

TI FFANY
| wanted to thank you for the
wonder ful columm. The cutout is so you
don't forget ne.

Matt | ooks enbarrassed.
TI FFANY

The best story anybody has ever
witten about ne.

MATT
Appreci ate that.
TI FFANY
Free for |unch?
MATT
As a matter of fact, | am
TI FFANY
Good. | made reservations for two at

the Nut Bar. My treat.

MATT
Total |l y unnecessary.

TI FFANY
Oh, | insist.

Sm ling, he grabs his suitcoat froma nearby clothes tree and
puts the coat on. Ned wal ks over to them

MATT
Tiffany, this is Ned March, ny
managi ng editor.

TI FFANY
A Bl ack boss. This small town is nore
progressive than | thought.

NED
We even have street lights and stop
lights.
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TI FFANY
| mpressi ve. What next?

NED
"' mnot only Black, but gay. Two
traits that weren't all the popul ar
years ago in this town.

MATT
Tiffany is taking me to lunch to thank
me for the colum.

NED
That doesn't happen everyday. Enjoy
your | unch.

Matt and Tiffany are wal ki ng through the newsroom when she
suddenly starts holding his hand as staffers stop, stare and

smle.

I NT. NUT BAR - DAY

Matt and Tiffany are sitting at a small corner table in the
back of the restaurant.

MATT
Usual ly they only seat you back here
if they're jamed.

Tl FFANY
| requested it for privacy.
MATT
You nean intimcy?
Tl FFANY
Rel ax. I'"m not going to show you ny
tits.
MATT
Shy, huh?
TI FFANY

You're a marvel ous witer. Ever think
of witing a screenplay?

MATT
|"'ma columist. | wite about real
life and real people. | don't do

fiction.
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Tl FFANY
You could find it to be very creative
and fulfilling.

MATT
Wiy the interest in ny career path?

TI FFANY
| want you to be confortable living in
L.A. M agent also represents

screenwiters. |I'll give you a
referral

MATT
My life is here. 1 love ny job. And
you' ve met Robyn and our kids. | |ove
t hem

TI FFANY

Al nice. But there are | arger
hori zons for some people.

MATT
And being in a relationship with you
woul d be a bigger horizon?

TI FFANY
O course. | think you're fabul ous and
| could open doors for you.

MATT
| don't even know you

TI FFANY
Afraid of the unknown?

MATT
| know who | am and what | want. |'m
not going to dunp Robyn and ny life
for a filmactress who could dunp ne
after a nonth.

TI FFANY
You're stereotyping ne. |I'mas | oyal
as a cocker spaniel.

Matt gives her an unconfortable | ook.

TI FFANY
Aren't you the least bit intrigued why
a beautiful actress is throw ng
( MORE)
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TI FFANY ( CONT' D)
hersel f at you?

MATT
You're toying with ne. O nuts.
TI FFANY
This place is full of nuts. |I'm not

one of them

MATT
So why the sudden infatuation with nme?

TI FFANY
| believe in love at first sight.

ROB
It has to be nore than that.

TI FFANY
Joe Murphy was the love of nmy life.
Then he died in a plane crash. You're
an exact duplicate of him Face and
body type. Your mannerisns. You' re Joe
Mur phy by a different nane.

MATT
Sorry for your |oss. But they say
everybody has an identical twn
somewher e.

TI FFANY
Your resenbl ance is uncanny, al nost
eerie.

MATT
You really don't want ne. You sonehow
want to reconnect with Joe. You're
pur sui ng a ghost.

TI FFANY

A ghost of nmy own naki ng.
MATT

Huh?
TI FFANY

Joe wasn't supposed to take that
flight. But after hearing ne whine
that | mssed himterribly, he booked
an earlier flight honme to surprise ne.
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MATT
You can't bl ane yourself.

TI FFANY
| absolutely blanme nyself. And now God
has given nme a second chance with Joe.

Wth you

MATT
"' m not Joe.

Tl FFANY

He was a columist for the San D ego
Uni on-Tri bune. You aren't Joe. But
you're closest thing to himl'Il ever
find in this world.

MATT
| prefer being an original, not a
cl one.

TI FFANY

| believe in destiny. And | believe
we're destined to be together.

She shells a peanut and tosses it at him He catches it in
his mouth, chews it and smles. He in turn shells a peanut
and tosses it at her. She tries to catch in her nouth, but it
bounces off her |ips and down into her cleavage. They both

| augh.

TI FFANY
Well now that you' ve played with ny
boobs, you've just got to marry ne.

Matt tosses an unshell ed peanut directly at her cleavage and
scores a bullseye. They | augh.

TI FFANY
Go three for three and I'll buy you a
shot .

Matt tosses another unshelled peanut and once again it |ands
in her cleavage. Tiffany and he are hysterical.

TI FFANY
(Shouti ng)
Wi tress!

A young WAI TRESS wal ks up to their table.
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WAI TRESS
What do you need?

Tiffany is beam ng m schi evously.

Tl FFANY
Two bl ow j ob shot s!

A | ook of disconfort creases the waitress' face.

WAl TRESS
Excuse ne?

TI FFANY
Tell the bartender to make two shots
of amaretto and Baileys Irish cream

The waitress departs. Matt still is |aughing.

MATT

| haven't had this nmuch fun in

somneti nme.
Tl FFANY

You don't do blow job shots with Robyn

with ay?
MATT

What do you thi nk?

| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

Matt and Robyn are sitting sequestered with tension at her
kitchen table. Timy runs into the room

TI MW
Mom can M ckey stay to play one nore
M.B vi deo gane?

ROBYN
Mat t ?

MATT
Just one nore.

ROBYN
It's OK by ne if you go hone now.
You' ve been a real grouch tonight.

MATT
Sorry. 1I've been a little irritable.
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ROBYN
Alittle? Wat's wong?

MATT
Bad day at work.

ROBYN
Care to el aborate?

MATT
Nope.

ROBYN
(Yelling)

Timry, don't start another game. Matt and M ckey are | eaving
now.

| NT. BRAXTON EMERGENCY SHELTER - DAY

Robyn, Chad, Jinbo and MLLIE PAXTON, petite, refined and

di stingui shed-1ooking with silver hair and in her 60s, are
standi ng around a |l arge conference table filled wth inmage
ads.

M LLIE
These i mage ads are perfect for the
capi tal canpaign

ROBYN
Chad did a marvel ous job designing
t hem

M LLIE
You have a lovely way wth words,
Robyn.

ROBYN

You're very kind.

JI MBO
MIlie has dedicated her life to many
charitabl e canpai gns and causes.

M LLIE
My | ate husband was very philanthropic
and he figured | was better at
chairing capital canpaigns than
cooki ng.

Jimbo puts a hand on Robyn's shoul der. She gives him an
unconfortabl e | ook
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JI MBO
So why isn't a pretty lady |ike you
married?

ROBYN

I'"'ma wi dow busy raising two boys and
wor ki ng. But |'m seeing a guy.

M LLI E
Serious?

ROBYN
We're taking it slow

M LLIE
Take your tine. | didn't after ny
husband passed and | ook what | wound
up wth.

She shoots a benused | ook at Jinmbo and | aughs.

M LLIE
So who's the |ucky guy you' re seeing?

ROBYN
Matt Meredith, the col umi st.

JI MBO
Wat ch out. That guy has a poi son pen.

ROBYN
He's a big fan of yours.

JI MBO
Buy hima hatchet for his next
birthday. That's what he is. A hatchet
man.

18 EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY
Robyn is wal king to her car when her cell rings. She answers.

MATT (V.QO)
Free for |unch?

ROBYN
Wth G oucho Meredith?

MATT (V. Q)
Just sweet old Matt.



ROBYN
The guy who had lunch with Tiffany
Underhill on his bad day at work?

MATT (V.Q)
How did you find out?

ROBYN
Bunped into Ned at Dunkin' this
nmorni ng. Why didn't you tell ne?

MATT (V. Q)
The lunch was a bit awkward.
ROBYN
How so0?
MATT (V. Q)
It was all in good fun and perfectly
i nnocent .
ROBYN
(Shar ply)
Tell me what happened?
MATT (V. Q)
Thi s sounds worse out of context.
ROBYN
Spill it.
MATT (V. Q)

| wound up tossing peanuts into her
cl eavage and doing bl ow job shots with
her.

ROBYN
(Angry) _
Are you fucking serious? And what the
fuck is a blow job shot? Did she give
you a bl ow j ob?

MATT (V. Q)
O course not. W were just goofing
ar ound.

ROBYN
How the hell can | have lunch with you
now?

29.
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MATT (V. Q)
"1l make it up to you. Let's have
lunch at the Nut Bar and |'l| toss

peanut shells into your cleavage.

ROBYN
Charm ng. And after lunch, I'll borrow
the chef's neat cleaver and carve sone
cl eavage into your chest.

MATT (V. Q)
['Il take that as no.

| NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY

Matt,

| ooking li ke he just brushed his ass agai nst sone

prickly cactus, walks into Ned's office.

MATT
You told Robyn I had lunch with
Tiffany Underhill.

NED
What's the big deal ? You lunch with a
| ot of people.

MATT
Not with a gorgeous novie star | w nd
up tossing peanuts into her cleavage
and doing bl ow job shots wth.

NED

I n your wet dreans.
MATT

| w sh.
NED

How the hell did all that happen?

MATT
It's a long story.

NED
What did you tell Robyn?

MATT
| told her the truth

NED
Quch.

30.
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Ti ffany suddenly pops into Ned's office. She is holding two
smal | gift-w apped boxes.

NED
How di d you get past the security
guar d?

TI FFANY
| winked and smled at him

MATT
What's up?

Tl FFANY

(G ggling) _
Hopefully you. Oh, please forgive ne.
Sonetines | have no self control

She hands each of them a box.

Tl FFANY
To further express ny appreciation for
Matt's wonderful colum, here is a box
of chocol ates for himand his editor.

NED
Thanks. But |'m di abeti c.

She snatches the box fromhis hand and hands it to Matt.

TI FFANY
Now Matt has two boxes. Just don't get
pudgy on ne, darling.

MATT
Tossing peanuts into your cleavage
doesn't make us a coupl e.

TI FFANY
There was a tinme when that was enough
grounds for a shotgun weddi ng.

She smles and m mcs shooting a shotgun at him

TI FFANY
Did you tell Robyn with a y about it?

MATT
Yes.
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Tl FFANY
How did she take it?
MATT
Not wel | .
Tl FFANY

So you're free Saturday. How about
spendi ng the day with nme?

MATT
| ' m coaching ny son's baseball teamin
a tournanment in Fort D x, New Jersey.

TI FFANY
Robyn's boys on the team too?
MATT
The ol der one is.
TI FFANY
So Robyn with ay will be there, too.
MATT
| imagine. We're not tal king at the
nonent .
TI FFANY
Now don't go making up with her,
honey.

She | ooks at her expensive watch.

TI FFANY
Ch, ny. |'mpast due on the set. Oh,
well. That's what novie stars do.

She then sexily struts out of Ned' s office and creates
anot her stir as she saunters through the newsroom

NED
It nmust suck to be you

EXT. M SSONI S ADVERTI SI NG OFFI CES - DAY

Robyn is standi ng outside her office when G ndy drives up and
stops. Robyn hops in the front seat and the car drives away.

ROBYN
Were are we going to |unch?
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Cl NDY
That new seaf ood pl ace at Braxton
Lake.

ROBYN

That's news to ne.

Cl NDY
You don't get out enough.

EXT. BRAXTON LAKE DCCK - DAY

Ci ndy's parks the car near the | akeside dock where rowboats
and power boats are noored.

ROBYN
VWhere's the restaurant?

Cl NDY

(Laughi ng)
There isn't one. The only seafood here

is in the |ake.

Just then a grinning Matt wal ks up to the passenger door and
opens it. A shocked Robyn | ooks at himand frowns.

ROBYN
Cndy, I"'mgoing to kill you.
MATT
That' Il have to wait. You and | are

going for a romantic boat ride first.

ROBYN
The hell we are.

MATT
| beg to differ.

EXT. BRAXTON LAKE - DAY

Matt is driving a small powerboat with Robyn sitting beside
him He is grinning like a Cheshire cat while she has the
nauseous | ook of sonmeone who has just swall owed a Cheshire
cat .

ROBYN
Trying to make up for your
i ndiscretion with the hot actress?
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MATT
We were just being playful, tossing
peanuts at each other |ike everybody
does at the Nut Bar.

ROBYN
| imagine it's open season on
targeting cl eavages there.

MATT
One peanut bounced into her cleavage
and one thing led to another.

ROBYN
We never did blow job shots at the Nut
Bar. So why are we here?

MATT
You won't have lunch with nme. On a
boat ride I know you won't junp
overboard and swmto shore.

ROBYN
Had | known, | would ve put on
sunbl ock.

Just then clouds trespass across the sun, a |oud peal of

t hunder bellows and a lightning bolt splits the suddenly

om nous sky. A pouring rain quickly drenches them as they
masquer ade as drowni ng rats.

MATT
No worries about sunbl ock.

ROBYN
Matt Meredith, now you're really in
t he doghouse.

MATT
Your breasts | ook succulent in that
wet bl ouse.

ROBYN
Going to toss peanut shells at them
t hen expect ne to give you a bl ow job?

MATT
That woul d be delightful.

ROBYN
Don't hold your breath. Blue isn't
( MORE)
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ROBYN ( CONT' D)
your col or.

I NT. M SSONI' S ADVERTI SI NG OFFI CES - DAY

Robyn is sitting at her desk, sneezing and bl owi ng her red
nose. Fifty long-stenmmed red roses are perched in a |large

vase on her desk. Her eyes are watering enough to give the
roses a stout drink. Chad wal ks up to her desk.

CHAD
| take it that Matt's in the doghouse.

ROBYN
|"'mgoing to chain himto that
doghouse. These damn roses are driving
nmy allergies crazy.

She sneezes | oudly.
EXT. HOTEL PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Matt and M ckey are wal king toward his SUV when they see a
panel truck with signage that reads HELLO HOLLYWOOD pul |ing
into the lot. Matt's face is contorted with a hostile | ook as
Tiffany, a skinny VIDEO GQUY, a fat SOUND GUY with a ponytai
and a FEMALE REPORTER who is all teeth, hair and breasts exit
the truck. They approach Matt and M ckey.

MATT
Tiffany, what the hell are you doing
her e?

Tiffany's face is plastered with an i ncandescent sm|e.

TI FFANY
(4 eeful ly)
Surprise, surprise.

MATT
(Sarcastically)
| get it. Hollywod actress suddenly
beconmes Little League fan while
pur sui ng one of the coaches.

Her nmood turns | ess ebullient.

TI FFANY
If you're going to be part of ny life,
there's sone things you're going to
have to accept as part of nmy life.
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MATT
|"mnot part of your life. This
tournanent is about the kids, not the
novi e or you.

TI FFANY
"1l give thema quick interview
during the gane. Plug your team and
the novie. That's it.

HOLLY
Matt, |I'm Holly Huckabee. This will be
great. The lead actress in Drug Town
becones so enanored with the city of
Braxton that she follows its Little
League travel teamto Fort Dix.

MATT
| don't want the caneras to be a
di straction at the gane.

HOLLY
| prom se we won't be intrusive.

MATT
Yes, you wll.

TI FFANY
Are you going to get a restraining
order, Matt?

HOLLY
We'l|l just get a few soundbites from
Tiffany as she cheers on your team and
sone qui ck shots of you coachi ng and
t he kids playing.

M CKEY
Dad, it'Il be super cool if the guys
and | are on TW.

Tl FFANY
Matt, your son and | are gonna be
great pals as our relationship
bl ossons.

HOLLY
See you at the gane.

TI FFANY
By the way, Joe |oved baseball. He
( MORE)
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TI FFANY ( CONT' D)
pitched three seasons for the Padres.

MATT
Arelief pitcher, right?

Tl FFANY
Arelief pitcher with a wi cked slider

M CKEY
Dad is hel ping ne devel op a slider.
That was his out pitch, too, when he
pitched in the Phillies'" mnor |eague
system

TI FFANY
O course it was.

Tiffany and the TV crew pile into the van and take off.

M CKEY

Dad, are you replaci ng Robyn with her?
MATT

God no.
M CKEY

So why is Robyn nmad at us?

MATT
She's not nmad at you. Just ne.

M CKEY
Tell her you're sorry for whatever you
did. I mss hanging out with Ti my and
Billy.

EXT. BASEBALL STADI UM - DAY

Timry is at the plate in the first inning with M ckey on
second base for Sorbonne Township. Timry takes a pitch for a
ball. Then fouls off a pitch. Matt, coaching third base,

cl aps his hands and offers hi mencouragenent. Timmy smashes
the next pitch to left field for a tws-room homer, giving
Sorbonne a 2-0 | ead over Egg Harbor.

The FANS on the Sorbonne side of the field behind the third
base line erupt in cheers as Timmy rounds the bases and
returns Matt's high five before doing fist bunps with M ckey
and Derek, the on-deck hitter
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When Sor bonne takes the field in the bottomof the inning,
Timry is on the mound. He strikes out all three hitters. In
t he stands Robyn and C ndy happily hug.

Cl NDY
Your boy is having a great gane.

ROBYN
So happy for him

M ckey | eads off for Sorbonne in the third inning and hits a
towering home run to center field for a 3-0 |l ead. As he
rounds third base Matt gives himan enthusiastic high five.
M ckey then does a fist bunp with Timy, the on-deck hitter.

The Hell o Hol |l ywood van drives right past the parking |ot and
parks behind the third base side bl eachers. Al the fans and

nmost of the PLAYERS turn and stare. Holly, the sound guy and

t he video guy pop out of the van, followed by Tiffany.

The gane resunes, with the fans and the players payi ng al nost
as nmuch attention to the TV crew as it zeroes in on Tiffany
cheering in the bleachers and Matt coaching at third base.
Robyn turns to Ci ndy.

ROBYN
Tiffany Underhill, the star of Drug
Town filmng in Braxton, is what's
going on with ne and Matt.

Cl NDY
Real y? | nust hear nore.

ROBYN
Look at that tranp playing the rol e of
instant Little League fan. The way
she's cheering, you'd think she had a
son on the team

Cl NDY
Nobody with a kid has a figure |like
t hat .

ROBYN

She's not that hot.

The scoreboard shows Sorbonne still leading 3-0 in the bottom
of the fifth inning. Mckey doubles to left. Tinmmy strides to
the plate. The TV video guy and sound guy wal k closer to the
third base line to get footage of himbatting and Mtt
coaching third.
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Just as Tinmmy is about to swing, the corner of his eye
catches sight of the canmera and sound equi pnent. Monmentarily
distracted, he fails to pick up the ball -- a fastball that
is boring in on him He swings awkwardly at the pitch, his
body turned nore to his left than nornmal because he has
yanked his shoulder in the direction of the TV crew.

The high and inside pitch msses Timry's protective earfl ap
on his batting hel met because his face is turned square to
t he nound. The fastball crashes into Timmy's nose and nout h.
Bl ood gushes from his broken nose and split |ips as he |ays
at hone pl ate.

Matt races toward Timry, who is being attended to by the hone
plate unpire. A hysterical Robyn races onto the field from
t he bl eachers.

Matt and Robyn join the unpire in kneeling near Timmy as
COACHES and PLAYERS from both teans huddl e around them Lying
on his back, Timy |ooks disoriented. Hs face is bl ooded and
his broken nose is swelling. He | ooks at his nother and
sm | es.

TI MW
['mOK, Mom But | have a bad
headache.

A sobbi ng Robyn | eans over him and ki sses himgently on the
f or ehead.

ROBYN
Baby, you're going to be just fine.

Matt, with tears in his eyes, grabs Timry's hand. Timy tries
to sit up but Matt stops him

MATT
Just lie down until the anbul ance
peopl e check you out.

TI MW
| lost track of the ball. The
tel evision canera distracted ne.

Billy and M ckey are standing next to Robyn.

M CKEY
You'll be just fine, Tinmy.

BI LLY
At least you didn't |ose any teeth.
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ROBYN
(Whi spering in Matt's ear)
Had to invite your fucking showoff
girlfriend to the game, huh?

MATT
| didn't invite her. And she's not ny
girlfriend.

ROBYN
Tinmy, stay with Matt. "Il be right

back.

Matt wat ches Robyn sprint behind the backstop where Tiffany,
a |l ook of horror on her face, is standing with Holly, the
sound guy and the video guy. Robyn runs right up to Tiffany
and sl aps her hard in the face.

ROBYN
(Rattl esnake angry)
This is all your fault, you skanky
bi t ch!

Tiffany recoils backward a step in silence while Robyn runs
back to Timmy. A MEDIC fromthe anmbul ance crew approaches
Ti my and crouches down to check himout. Matt | eans over and
pats Tinmy gently on the shoulder. The nedic and Matt hel p
Timry onto a stretcher and hoist himinto the anbul ance.
Robyn clinbs into the anbul ance. Matt wal ks behi nd the
backstop fence to confront Tiffany and the TV crew

MATT
Are you all happy now?

TI FFANY
|'"'mso, so sorry. How s Robyn's boy?

MATT
Hs |ips are split wi de open. And he
probably has a concussi on.

Tl FFANY
| deserved to be slapped by Robyn. |
feel just awful

MATT
Just imagine how awful Timy feels.

TI FFANY
| just thought it would be good
publicity for the novie and ne.
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MATT
And ne! Just because you're a novie
star doesn't nean it's always about
you!

Wth that, he turns and angrily stonps away. She sl unps,
shriveling into dejection.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

Tinmy is sitting up in his hospital bed. At his bedside are
Robyn, Matt and a DOCTOR

DOCTCOR
You're going to be fine, son. Once the
swel ling in your face goes down and
your | acerated |ips heal, you'll be
ready for the novies.

Robyn shakes her head at the novies reference and gives Mtt
a nasty | ook.

TI MWY
Can | play ball tonmorrow? W're in the
Fort Dix Invitational.

DOCTOR
Tomorrow s a little soon. You have a
m |l d concussi on. Next weekend is nore
like it.

Ti My smacks his palmon his bed.

TI MW
That sucks.

The doctor smles at Timy.

DOCTOR
Take care of your parents. You know
they're worry warts.

TI MW
Matt is my coach, not ny dad. But |
wi sh he was.

The doctor turns to Matt.

DOCTOR
Coach, ny apol ogi es.
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MATT
No need.

The doctor nods his head and exits the room

ROBYN
Matt, can we talk for a nonent in the
hal | ?

MATT
Sur e.

Robyn and Matt wal k out into the hallway.

ROBYN
| don't know whether to castrate you
or Kkiss you.

MATT
|'d prefer the second option.

ROBYN
| despise you for bringing that stuck-
up actress into our |ives. But your
t ender ness and care exceeded that of a
coach today. You were wonderful with

Ti my.

MATT
| didn't do anything nore than any
coach woul d.

ROBYN
You're nore than a coach to Tinmy. He
t hi nks of you al nost as a father.

MATT
|"'mglad Mckey and | have gotten to
know himand Billy. And you.

ROBYN
Wiy were you acting inappropriately
with that tranp at the Nut Bar?

MATT
When the first peanut fell into her
cl eavage, we just started have fun
withit.

ROBYN

You woul dn't dare toss peanut shel ves
( MORE)



ROBYN ( CONT' D)
in my cleavage.

MATT
O course not. Tiffany is nore free
spirited.

ROBYN
|"ma nother. | act the part. You're a
man. And nen are weak around beautifu
WOoIen.

MATT
You' re beauti ful

ROBYN
Don't bullshit ne.

MATT
Look in the mrror.

She snil es.

MATT
Tiffany told nme | could be her late
boyfriend' s identical twin. He was a
San Di ego col umist who died in a
pl ane crash.

ROBYN
Real | y?

MATT
She believes God has given her a
second chance with himthrough ne.

ROBYN
That's bizarre. Watch out. She's
troubl e.

MATT
|"ve no intention of pinch hitting for
a ghost. My life is you and our Kkids.

ROBYN
What am | going to do with you?

MATT
For gi ve ne.

43.
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ROBYN
Did she throw peanuts at you?

MATT
She tossed a couple into ny nouth.

ROBYN
"' m going to wash your nmouth out with
soap before you stick that tongue of
yours in ny nouth again.

MATT
Just not |ye soap.

ROBYN
Hey, thanks for the suggestion.

| NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY
Matt is sitting behind his desk and Ned is sitting on it.

NED
A source | won't nane tipped ne off
that the mayor may be skimm ng funds
fromthe Energency Shelter capital

canpai gn.

MATT
If true, it doesn't surprise ne. Jinbo
isn't heading for canonization.

NED
Apparently MIllie is totally unaware
of what Jinbo is up to. She evidently
gi ves himaccess to everything.

MATT
But why? | hear MIlie gives himal
t he noney he needs to suppl enent his
| ousy sal ary as nayor.

Matt pauses, drummng his fingers on his desk.

MATT
And capital canpaigns have tight
fiscal controls.

NED
My source says Jinbo has a girlfriend
on the side and treats her |avishly.

44.
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MATT
What ki nd of noney are we talking
about ?

NED

Upwar ds of 200 grand.

MATT
Damm. What about the Shelter's board
of directors?

NED
MI1lie has an inpeccable reputation.
She's run so many successful capital
canpai gns that apparently the Shelter
board gives her free rein.

MATT

And Ji nbo takes advantage of it.
NED

Bi ngo.
NED

| want you taking the |ead on our
i nvestigation of this.

MATT
VWho' s t he source?

NED
Sonebody who swore nme to conplete
secrecy that | wouldn't divulge the
nane.

MATT
Even to nme?

NED
Even to nmy husband Frank.

28 | NT. BRAXTON EMERGENCY SHELTER - DAY

Matt and JOSE GONZALEZ, a trimLatino in his 50s, are sitting
in Gonzal ez's office.

JOSE
| guess there's no way you can ignore
this. Bad publicity will ruin our
capi tal canpaign
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MATT
You know | can't do that.

JOSE
Fi ndi ng out that our capital canpaign
fund is short 250,000 dollars is a
punch to the gut.

MATT
| can i magi ne.

JOSE
| was hoping it was an accounting
error. But it's not.

MATT
It's ny understanding that only two
peopl e can make withdrawals fromthe
account -- the executive director and
the capital canpaign chair.

JOSE
As ED, | swear | never touched the
funds. But | can't believe MIlie
woul d either. She certainly doesn't
need t he noney.

Jose exhal es | oudly and shakes his head.

JOSE
I'"mgoing to talk to MIlie.

MATT
Encourage her to talk to nme. If she
has no comment, our readers wll
assunme she's guilty.

EXT. MATT' S BACKYARD - EVEN NG

Matt, Robyn, Mckey, Timy and Billy are sitting on | ounge
chairs on Matt's patio.

ROBYN
It was nice of you to invite us over
for a cookout.

MATT
| wanted to see how Timy was doi ng.
It's great his |ips have heal ed and
his swelling has subsi ded.
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The doctor said | can start practicing
agai n next week.

MATT
|"m sure you can't wait.

ROBYN
| can wait.

She turns directly to face Ti my.

ROBYN
| want you to be careful when you're
batting. You don't want to get hit by
anot her pitch.

TI MW
You can't think |ike that, Mm
O herwise I'lIl get gun-shy and step in
t he bucket.

MATT

He's right. He just needs to go up to
the plate just |like before and hit his
pi tch.

BI LLY
| got hit by a pitch | ast week and
t hen | doubl ed.

TI MW
I n coach-pitch, they serve you up
| ollipops. The pitch barely brushed
your sl eeve.

BI LLY
D d not.
TI MWY
D d so.
ROBYN
Boys!
M CKEY
| just hope | never take a fastball to
t he nuts.

Timmy and Billy join Mckey in |aughter.

47.



MATT
Way don't you guys play sone
wiffleball while we tal k?

The boys run out to the yard and and take turns hitting,
pitching and playing the field. While they play, Matt and
Robyn sit on the patio, chatting while sipping iced tea.

ROBYN
| " mexcited about our marketing
canpai gn for the Enmergency Shelter's
capi tal canpaign

Matt's smle quickly turns upside down and then just as
qui ckly turns right side up.

MATT
The Shelter does great work. You have
a W nning cause.

ROBYN
The heavy hitters fromthe corporate
sector will be generous. And | believe
our marketing efforts wll mne the
i ndi vidual -giving sector fairly well.

MATT
About the Shelter..

Bef ore he can continue, Robyn suddenly interrupts him

ROBYN
You remind ne a lot of ny |ate husband
Bob. The wonderful way you interact
with the boys, your sense of hunor and
your sensitivity.

MATT
Appreciate that. Your Kkindness,
sweet ness and affection rem nd me of
Loi s.

ROBYN
Her bout with pancreatic cancer mnust
have been awf ul

MATT
Fortunately pancreatic cancer takes
you relatively quickly. Mckey and |
hat ed seeing her suffer like that.

48.
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ROBYN
| can't inmagi ne experiencing that.

MATT
Life is so unfair when it cuts down
peopl e before their tine.

ROBYN
Qur shared history as w dowers gives
us a special bond.

MATT
It ties our relationship together.

ROBYN
| bought a bar of |ye soap. As soon as
you suck on it for five mnutes, you
can ki ss nme again.

MATT
After five mnutes, ny nmouth wll
taste like an incinerator. You like
ki ssi ng ashes?

ROBYN
Let me think about that.

MATT
Whil e you're doing that, let ne tel
you sonet hi ng about the Shelter
canpaign | found out today.

ROBYN
VWhat ?

MATT
Ned got a tip that the mayor, taking
advantage of MIIlie Paxton, may have
skinmed a quarter-mllion dollars in
funds from the canpai gn

ROBYN
What ? Fuck!

MATT
Ned assigned ne to | ead our
investigation. | nmet wth Jose

Gonzal ez today. He confirned that
$250, 000 i s m ssing.



ROBYN
Thi nk he had anything to do with it?

MATT
|'d be shocked if he did. He's a
straight arrow who's devoted his adult
life to the Shelter.

ROBYN

Who el se had access to the funds?
MATT

Apparently just MIlie. I'll be

talking to her as well.

ROBYN
My marketing canpaign will go up in
flames. Nobody will donate a dine to
t he capital canpaign now.

MATT
It's still a worthy cause.

ROBYN
We're on opposite sides of this, stuck
in the crosshairs.

MATT
It's business. Not personal.

ROBYN
To ne it is. You and | won't be doing
any kissing for now.

MATT
| know we' ve been taking it slow,
putting our relationship on | ow
simrer. But don't let the pilot |ight
go out.

ROBYN
|"msure Tiffany Underhill would be
happy to ignite your pilot, |over boy.

MATT
Don't be that way.

ROBYN
| need to digest the Shelter ness. And
how this affects us.

50.
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MATT
It will hurt us only if we let it.
ROBYN
You wite the bad news and | wite the
good news.
MATT

We can erect a trestle across the
chasm and ki ss m dway.

ROBYN
Not a good tinme to swap spit.

MATT
Don't quit your day job to becone a
romance noveli st.

30 EXT. NEWSPAPER BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

Matt is wal king out of the Braxton Bugle building toward his
par ki ng garage when Tiffany suddenly approaches him

TI FFANY
Boo!

MATT
Hal | oween i s nonths away.

Tl FFANY
Did | startle you?

MATT
Did you fly here on your broon?

Tl FFANY
You nust think nme a witch for com ng
on so strong to you.

MATT
At | east you don't have a large nole
on the tip of your nose.

TI FFANY
God forbid.

MATT
How did you know I was working | ate
t oni ght ?



TI FFANY
| can see into the future after
drinking my witch's brew of eye of
newt, toe of frog, wool of bat and
vodka.

MATT
X, Grand H gh Wtch, what do you
want ?

TI FFANY
To apol ogi ze. The TV crew was a nmj or
distraction at the gane. | should've

turned down their request.

MATT
| appreciate your apol ogy.

TI FFANY
How s Ti nmmy?

MATT
He's fine now.

Tl FFANY
G ad he's K And how are you and
Robyn?

MATT
We're at | east talking.

TI FFANY
That's it?

MATT
My personal |ife is personal.

Tl FFANY
You're the first man | ever chased.
Men al ways chase nme.

MATT
Wi ch expl ains why you're so clunsy at
it.

TI FFANY
Gve agirl who just wants to | ove you
a second chance.

MATT
|"mw th Robyn.
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TI FFANY
Are you? Real ly?

MATT
What do you nean?

TI FFANY
There's a reason why you two are
taking it slow.

MATT
Both wi dowed w th ki ds.

TI FFANY
Your kids blend well. How | ong are you
guys w dowed?

MATT
Four years for her. Three for ne.

TI FFANY
My dad died when | was 11. | saw how
heart-wenching it was for ny nother.

MATT
Your point being?

TI FFANY
Per haps there is another reason why
you and Robyn are taking it slow

MATT
Are you a marriage counsel or?
TI FFANY
My aunt is.
MATT
Go figure.
TI FFANY
|"msorry for overplaying ny hand with
you. |I've laid out ny cards. Let ne

know i f you want to shuffle the deck

MATT
"' mnot nmuch of a card player.

TI FFANY
Robyn may be dragging her feet with
you because God's plan for you is to
( MORE)
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TI FFANY ( CONT' D)
be with ne.

MATT
| believe God wants ne to be Matt, not
Joe' s under st udy.

TI FFANY
You' Il never be an understudy. Like
Joe, you're a | eading man.

MATT
Body doubl es never are |eadi ng nen.

I NT. MLLIE PAXTON' S MANSI ON - DAY

Matt and MIlie are sitting in large chairs in her expansive
and expensively decorated |living room

MATT
| appreciate you seeing ne.

M LLIE
Your call said it was urgent.

MATT
Unfortunately, yes.

MIlie leans forward in her chair, a | ook of concern on her
f ace.

MATT
Did you talk to Jose?

M LLIE
He left me a voicenmail but |I've yet to
call himback. | was away for a few
days.

MATT
MIlie, what | have to say you'll find
devast at i ng.

M LLIE
l"ma big girl.

MATT
Soneone has stolen a quarter mllion
dollars fromthe Shelter's capital
canpaign funds. W got a tip at the
newspaper and Jose had the Shelter's
( MORE)
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MATT ( CONT' D)
accounting firmverify the shortage.

Her eyes and nouth open wi de with shock.

M LLIE
Oh Lord, this sinply can't be! Only
Jose and | have access to the funds.
And 1'd stake ny life on his honesty
and integrity.

MATT
Jose and you have sterling reputations
and seememnently trustworthy.

M LLIE
What do you think happened because
there's no way this could have
happened?

MATT
| was hoping you could shed sone |ight
on this.

M LLIE
| ve been involved in nunerous capital
canpai gns. W have the sane fisca
controls on this one |ike we did al
t he ot hers.

MATT
Does Ji nbo have access to the funds?

Her face registers alarm

M LLIE
Ch, uh, why heavens no. | don't know
why you have to print a story like
this. It will destroy the capita

canpai gn.

She stands up and wal ks toward him He arises in response.

M LLI E
| personally will make up the
shortfall, every penny of it. No need

to wite a story.

MATT
When the credibility of a capital
canpaign is in question and a
( MORE)
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MATT ( CONT' D)
substantial anount of noney is
m ssing, there's a story.

M LLIE
You're just trying to sell newspapers.
You don't care if the Shelter and the
people it serves are hurt.

MATT
| do care. But this is about the
public trust, not selling newspapers.

M LLI E
|"mnot a rude person. But | want you
to | eave ny home. Now

MATT
As you w sh.

56.

He turns and wal ks away. MIlie plops down in her chair and

sobs.

INT. CTY HALL MAYOR S OFFI CE - DAY

Jinmbo is seated behind his big desk and MIlie,
standing in front of it.

Ji mbo stands up,

M LLIE
Matt Meredith came to ny hone to tel
me about the shortage. Jose had our
accountants confirma quarter mllion
i S m ssing.

hand on her shoul der.

JI MBO
Calmdown. 1'Il call Jose and
straighten it out. What did you tel
Mer edi t h?

M LLIE
He asked ne if you had access to the
funds. | lied and told himno.

JI MBO

We all hate to lie. But sonetines it's
in the best interests of a greater
good. Meredith is trying to snear ne,
you and the Shelter.

in tears,

is

wal ks around his desk and puts a conforting
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M LLI E
| haven't even told Jose that you're
hel ping me out with the fiscal aspects
of the canpai gn

JI MBO
Meredith wants me to be the fall guy.

M LLIE
Do you know anyt hi ng about the
shortage that | don't know?

JI MBO
O course not, dear. | may be a
politician. But I'mno crook.

33 I NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY
Matt and Ned are standing in Ned' s office.

MATT
MIlie denied Jinbo has access to the
funds. But she was so unconfortable in
saying so | believe she was |ying.

NED
Ji nbo steanrolls her.

MATT
| f Jinbo denies being involved with
the funds, and I"'mcertain he will,
we' |l have to publish the story
wi t hout concl udi ng who's responsi bl e
for the theft.

NED
Tonmorrow s story is just the
begi nning. We'll eventually crack the
case.

MATT

The sooner the better. Robyn's doing
the marketing for the Shelter's
capi tal canpaign

NED
That's a real nutcracker for you.

34 INT. GATY HALL MAYOR S OFFI CE - DAY

Matt casually strolls into Jinbo's office. The mayor has his
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feet propped up on his desk while taking a nap.

MATT
Getting sone much-needed beauty sl eep,
your honor?

Startled fromhis sleep, Jinbo snorts, |ooks up, renmoves his
feet fromhis desk and | eans forward defiantly.

JI MBO
What the fuck do you want, asshol e?
Did ny secretary let you in?

MATT
| think she's taking a potty break.

JI MBO
If there's a shortage in the Shelter
capi tal canpaign, that has nothing to
do with nme. You can't tie me into this
just because MIlie is ny girlfriend.

MATT
| merely asked if you as her boyfriend
has unofficial access to the funds.

JI MBO
I f you snear ne or MIlie in this,
"Il sue your damm paper.

MATT
So you deny having access to any
canpai gn funds?

Ji nmbo stands up, puffs out his chest, and then pounds his
right fist on his desk.

JI MBO
(Yell'ing)
O course | fucking am you fucking
i di ot fuck!

MATT
A tad redundant, don't you think?

JI MBO
(Scream ng)
Fuck off and get the fuck out of here.

MATT
"1l leave and | et you resume your
( MORE)
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MATT ( CONT' D)
beauty sl eep.

JI MBO
(Bel | owi nQ)
If | had a fucking hamer...

MATT
You'd hit your fucking thunb.

35 INT. M SSONI' S ADVERTI SI NG OFFI CES - DAY

PAUL M SSONI'S, a gruff and decisive man in his 60s, is
standi ng next to Robyn's desk, where she is sitting.

PAUL
If MIlie nmakes good on her pledge to
make up for the mssing funds, that'l
hel p us.

ROBYN
We have to shift focus on our
approach. Cast MIlie as a saint

riding to the rescue.

PAUL
| hope you're ready to sleep here if
necessary in reworking the canpaign

ROBYN
| do have ki ds.

PAUL
Your problem not mne.

36 INT. RADI O STUDI O - DAY

Matt is guest hosting Feedback, a local call-in radio
program His guest is MIlie. Both are wearing headsets and
are sitting on opposite sides of a console.

MATT
This Matt Meredith, filling in for
regul ar Feedback host Paul Roberts. My
guest is MIlie Paxton, the chairnman
of the Braxton Energency Shelter's
capi tal canpaign

M LLIE
|"mhere to renew ny pl edge to make up
for any shortage in the Shelter
( MORE)



60.

M LLI E ( CONT' D)
capi tal canpaign

MATT
That's very generous, Mllie,
considering there appears to be a
shortage of 250,000 doll ars.

M LLIE
|"m al so here to announce that |'m
resi gni ng as canpai gn chairnman

MATT
That's unfortunate. Your contributions
to this community are unparall el ed.

M LLIE
You're very ki nd.

MATT
Nobody has accused you of any
wrongdoing in this matter. Your
reputation is above approach.

M LLIE
Thank you. But this shortage happened
on ny watch. I"'multimtely

responsi bl e.

MATT
D d our mayor, Jinbo Cumm ngs, have
anything to do wth hel ping to nmake up
your m nd?

M LLIE
M. Cunm ngs has no invol venent with
this canpaign. We're in a relationship
but I make ny own deci sions.

37 INT. M SSONI' S ADVERTI SI NG OFFI CES - DAY
Paul and Robyn are standing in front of her desk.

PAUL
You' ve done a good job revising the
Shel ter canpai gn and doing it quickly.

ROBYN
We canonized MIlie for her fiscal
make- good but | wi sh she hadn't
resi gned.
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PAUL
|"mgiving you a rai se of 50 bucks a
week.
ROBYN
Thank you, M. M ssonis.
PAUL
It's time you called nme Paul .
ROBYN
Yes, sir. Unh, | nean Paul .
PAUL
|"ve heard your son Timry is quite the
bal | pl ayer.
ROBYN

He' s havi ng an excell ent season.

PAUL
He nmust have a good coach with not
havi ng a father around.

ROBYN
He has an excel | ent coach.

PAUL
VWhat's his nane?

ROBYN
Matt Meredith

He frowns and rubs his chin.

PAUL
The col umist witing those Shelter
stories?

ROBYN

The one and sane.

PAUL
That nust be awkward for you

ROBYN
It is. But he's just doing his job.

PAUL
Per haps he should do his job a little
| ess zeal ously.



ROBYN
Agreed. | mssed one of Timmy's ganes
because I was working |ate here
revi sing our ads.

PAUL
Do you and Meredith discuss the
Shel ter scandal ?

ROBYN
Heavens no. W both stay in our |ane.

PAUL
That's conforting to hear.

38 INT. BAXTER HOVE - N GHT
Robyn and Matt are sitting in her famly room
MATT

| appreciate you letting the boys have
M ckey over for a sl eepover tonight.

ROBYN
Timmy and Billy m ssed having him
around.

MATT

"Il be sure to pick Mckey up by 9
t onmor r ow nor ni ng.

He | aughs.

MATT
Unl ess, of course, you want ne to
sl eep over, too.

ROBYN
You know that's not happeni ng.

MATT
Maybe soneday when we're nmarri ed.

ROBYN
If we get married. Right now we're
just friends with benefits. And those
benefits are suspended.

MATT
Tenporarily or permanently?



ROBYN
To be determ ned.

MATT
Because of Tiffany?

ROBYN
And our conflict of interest with the
Enmer gency Shel ter.

MATT
Tiffany won't be filmng here forever.
And the shelter capital canpaign is
short-term What then?

ROBYN
| honestly don't know.

MATT
Well, | won't take up anynore of your
time tonight, Ms. Baxter.

ROBYN
| don't want to hurt your feelings. O
j eopardi ze M ckey's relationship with
nmy boys. But.

MATT
Got it.

39 I NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY
Ned is sitting at his desk as Matt wal ks in.

MATT
Short of torturing Jinbo and MIlie to
force themto admt the truth, we have
only one recourse. Your source.

NED
No can do.

MATT
What's the problenf? The guy tal ked to
you. Way can't he talk to ne?

NED
Sorry.

MATT
If I don't get concrete proof the
( MORE)
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MATT ( CONT' D)
mayor lifted the funds, this story is
going to die on the vine.

NED
My source was adamant you not know her
identity.

MATT
It's a her? Who the hell is she?

NED
"1l break nmy prom se and call her
again. 1'll let you know what she
says.

MATT

| don't know why you're so squeam sh
about this.

Ned slans a fist on his desk.

NED
Enough!

Matt turns and wal ks out of Ned's office. Ned stands up,
wal ks over and closes his office door. He returns to his
desk, plops down on his chair and exhal es. He picks up his
phone and rmakes a call.

VO CENAI L
This is Tiffany. Please | eave ne a
nmessage.

| NT. HOTEL SU TE - DAY

A nervous Ned and a pissed Tiffany are sitting on chairs in
her Homewood Suites luxury suite.

TI FFANY
| told you never to call me again.
Pl ease don't tell ne you told Matt |'m
your source.

NED
| haven't. Hi s investigation has hit a
dead end. Wthout concrete evidence,
we can't inplicate the mayor.

Tl FFANY
| won't go on the record. You're |ucky
( MORE)



41

65.

TI FFANY ( CONT' D)
| told you what | did.

NED
What about your civic duty?

Tl FFANY
Screw t hat.

NED
Wiy won't you talk to Matt?

Tl FFANY
It would be terribly awkward since
he's been rejecting ny advances.

NED
He seens commtted to Robyn.

TI FFANY
So I swallow ny pride even nore and
help Matt?

NED
This isn't about helping him This is
about erasing a black eye the Shelter
has gotten fromall of this.

She stands up and wal ks back and forth for several nonents.
Ned's eyes toggle as he follows her as if he's watching a
tenni s match.

TI FFANY
Fuck! Tell himto give ne a call.

| NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY

Matt and Ned are standing in the managing editor's office.

NED
My source will talk to you

MATT
G ve ne her nunber and I'I1l call her
ri ght now.

NED

Per haps you al ready have her nunber.
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MATT
(Exasper at ed)
Don't play ganes with ne. Who the hel
is she?

NED
Ti ffany Underhill.

MATT
You' ve got to be shitting me! No
fucki ng way!

NED
It's Tiffany, |over boy.

MATT
You bastard! How coul d you keep that
fromme?

NED

Because she wouldn't have told ne shit
if I hadn't agreed to protect her
anonymty.

MATT
| don't have her nunber.

NED
"Il text it to you.

MATT
My relationship with Robyn is on the
rocks, thanks to Tiffany.

NED
(Laughi ng)
| f you fuck Tiffany she'll give you
plenty of facts to nail down the
story.

MATT
Not sure that's included in the
Journalism 101 curricul um

| NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - NI GHT
Matt is sitting at his desk and nmakes a phone call wth

considerably | ess angst than a guy booking an appoi ntnment for
a col onoscopy.
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MATT
Ti ffany?

TI FFANY (V. Q)
| ' m supposed to hel p you, huh?

MATT
| need nore details fromyou to nai
the mayor in the Shelter scandal

TI FFANY (V. Q)
Cinb into nmy bed and 1'Il tell you
everything | know.

MATT
Tenpti ng.

TI EFANY (V. Q)
Because you want me or the story?

MATT
Maybe bot h.

TI FFANY (V. O)
Ah! A crack in the ice. Could The
| ceman Conet h?

MATT
You know the play by Eugene O Neill ?

TI FFANY
Knowit? | was in it. Played Pearl,
one of the streetwal kers.

MATT
"' m not touching that.

Tl FFANY

Meet nme at the Nut Bar tonorrow night
at 8.

43 I NT. M SSONI' S ADVERTI SI NG OFFI CES - DAY

PAUL
Way didn't you tell me you' re screw ng
Mer edi t h?

ROBYN

Because that's none of your damm
busi ness.
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PAUL
It certainly is. Your relationship
wi th him conprom ses your Shelter
canpaign. |I'mrenoving you fromthe
account .

ROBYN
That's uncall ed for.

PAUL
You can forget about the raise |
prom sed you. | don't reward
di sl oyal ty.

ROBYN
|"ve never been disloyal. | never
allowed ny relationship with Matt to
conprom se mnmy worKk.

PAUL
| f you hadn't been such a good worker
all these years, I'd fire you right
now.

ROBYN
| dare you to fire ne right now

PAUL
"Il pretend | didn't hear that
because you'll regret it later. You

have two kids to support.

ROBYN
(Under her breath)
Pri ck.
PAUL
What did you say?
ROBYN
| said | feel sick
PAUL
You sure?
ROBYN

Want me to vomt on your shoes?

I NT. NUT BAR - NI GHT

68.

Tiffany and Matt are sitting at a table in a back corner of



the restaurant. H s tape recorder and notepad sit on the
table as they dine. She is drinking white wne and he is
dri nki ng water.

TI FFANY
You owe ne now.

MATT
Agr eed.

TI FFANY

| lied to Ned March about the mayor
si phoning the funds to wi ne and di ne
another girlfriend.

MATT
Why ?

Tl FFANY
| wanted to di stance the scandal from
t he novi e.

MATT

So what's the truth?

TI FFANY
The mayor was hitting on ne. He was
boasti ng he was responsible for
bringing Drug Town to Braxton.

MATT
How so?

Tl FFANY
There was a 250, 000-dol lar site fee
owed to Vintage Studios. Jinbo said
the city didn't have the funds so he
took the funds fromthe Shelter

canpai gn.

MATT
Wiy would he tell you?

TI FFANY
He said he was responsible for nmaking
me a star so | should fuck him |
didn't, by the way.

MATT
| admre your taste.



TI FFANY
He said he was going to increnentally
repl eni sh the Shelter fund with noney
fromthe city's general fund and his
girlfriend woul d never know the
di fference.

MATT
Was there a 250, 000-dollar site fee?

TI FFANY
Qur producer Marc CGol dstein confirmnmed
it. But he thought the noney had cone
fromthe city's coffers.

MATT
WIl you text nme CGol dstein's nunber?

She flashes hima mddle finger and sm | es.

TI FFANY
Want me to wite the fucking story for
you, too?

He smles and | aughs.

MATT
Great idea. You go to ny office and
wite it while I sit here and
cel ebrate you handi ng nme the snoking
gun to inplicate the mayor

TI FFANY
You're lucky | don't put a gun to your
head for picking her over ne.

MATT
|"mnot sure at this point if Robyn
and | are even in a relationship.

TI FFANY
Have you been nore interested than
Robyn i n advanci ng your relationship?

MATT
Definitely.

Tl FFANY
Thought so.
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MATT
Wy ?

TI FFANY
My not her never remarried. Said | osing
her husband was so pai nful she
couldn't risk | osing another.

MATT
You can't | ose what you don't have.
Tl FFANY
Per haps Robyn is afraid she'll |ose
you if she marries you.
MATT
Hmm
TI FFANY

A lowboil relationship with you
trunps bei ng al one.

MATT
Makes sense.

TI FFANY
So why you won't give nme a shot?

MATT
Robyn is real. My life here is real
Being involved with a filmstar and
l[iving in Los Angel es seens surreal.

TI FFANY
Perception often becones reality.
MATT
Me becom ng anot her Joe Murphy is not
reality.
TI FFANY

A conpel ling reason why |I'm hel pi ng
you in this investigation is because a
fell ow newspaperman |i ke Joe woul d' ve
wanted e to.

MATT
Thank you.

TI FFANY
Don't take forever to cone to your
( MORE)
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TI FFANY ( CONT' D)
senses. Film ng here should be
wr appi ng up shortly.

MATT
"' m going back to the office. | have a
story to wite. Thanks to you.

TI FFANY
A quick fuck in ny backseat would be a
fitting thank you.

MATT
Let me wal k you to your car.

TI FFANY
Whay do you think | parked across the
street right in front of the Bugle?

EXT. PARK STREET - N GHT

Matt and Tiffany wal k across Park Street toward her car. As
he opens the driver's door for her, her high heel gets caught
in a small crevice in the asphalt. She | oses her bal ance and
grabs his neck for support. Their faces brush together and
she seizes the opportunity to kiss himon the lips. As she
does so, Robyn is driving down Park Street and sees Tiffany
and Matt kissing. She slans on her brakes and doubl e parks
her car. She junps out and races over to them

ROBYN
( Shout i ng)
Fuck you, Matt! What a fool |'ve been!
We're finished! Never call ne again

She turns her attention to Tiffany.

ROBYN
As for you, have fun pretending Matt's
your | ost boyfriend cone back to life.
| saw Ghost. Matt sure as hell is no
Patrick Swayze.

MATT
Robyn. ..

ROBYN
| don't want to hear it!

Robyn turns and runs back to her car. Matt runs after her but
she junps into her car, slans the door and drives away.
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MATT
Fuck!

TI FFANY
Shit! I'mso sorry. The kiss was pure
i mpul se.

MATT

VWhat are the odds?

TI FFANY
Vegas woul dn't touch that |ine. But
kar ma woul d.

MATT
Fuck kar mma.

Tl FFANY
Don't you see the destiny in Robyn
j ust happening to drive by at the
exact instant | kissed you?

MATT
My head's spinning. But |'ve got to
focus on the scandal story.

TI FFANY
Call nme if you need ne. And if you
never call, you'll always regret it.

| NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - NI GHT

Matt is sitting at his desk, typing on his desktop. He frowns
and picks up his landline desk phone. He sighs and punches in
sonme nunbers

MATT
(I'nto the phone)
Again, Tiffany stunbled and
i mpul sively kissed nme. | didn't Kkiss
her back. W net because she gave ne
the key tip in the shelter scandal.

He hangs up and stares into space for a couple nonents.
| NT. BAXTER HOVE - N GHT

A scow ing Robyn is sitting in bed.
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ROBYN
(Aloud to herself)
How many tines is he going to | eave
t he sane damm nessage?

48 |INT. M SSONI' S ADVERTI SI NG OFFI CES - DAY
A det er mi ned- | ooki ng Robyn barges into Paul M ssonis' office.

ROBYN
Now t hat Meredith has sol ved the
riddl e of the m ssing scandal noney, |
want back on the Shelter account.

PAUL
This isn't about the mayor taking the
money. This is about you being
di sl oyal by being intimately invol ved
with a reporter working at cross
pur poses wi th our marketing canpaign

ROBYN
Ex-boyfriend. 1've been a top producer
here for years. And |'ve sweated bl ood
on this canpaign

PAUL
"' mthe boss. Just because Meredith
dunped you, you're not getting back on
t he account.

Robyn goes ballistic, kicking his desk and pounding her fists
on it.

ROBYN
You can shove this fucking job up your
shrivel ed ass.

49 I NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY
Ned is standing next to Matt's desk, who is seated behind it.

NED
Fantastic job on the story.

Just then both of themare surprised when Tiffany approaches
t hem

NED
Thanks again for comng forward with
this, Tiffany. You did the community a
( MORE)
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NED ( CONT' D)
great service.

TI FFANY
GQuess what ? The studio PR fol ks | ove
this. It's gone viral on social nedia.

NED
Great publicity for your novie. Wll
"1l let you two al one.

TI FFANY
You can stay. It's not |like Matt is
going to take me in his arnms and suck
out ny bicuspi ds.

NED
Well, call me back over if he does.
Ned wal ks away.
TI FFANY

|"'m not surprised Jinbo once again
deni ed taking the noney, calling ne a

I'iar.

MATT
He attacks back when attacked.

TI FFANY
| cane here to apol ogi ze. \When our
faces brushed together, | couldn't
resist.

MATT

She's not returning ny calls. It's
over between us.

TI FFANY
want me to call her and tell her the
kiss was all on nme?

MATT
Li ke she'll believe you.

TI FFANY
| hope your readers find nme nore
credi bl e.

MATT

Judging by the email and text nessages
( MORE)



50

76.

MATT ( CONT' D)
so far, they certainly are.

Tl FFANY
|"ve got to get to the set. Never
forget | |love you

MATT

Once you wap up shooting here, 'l
be yesterday' s news.

Tl FFANY
Sone | ove affairs have an endl ess news
cycl e.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Robyn is
and in hi
Townshi p.

havi ng di nner with Robert Thaxter, silver-thatched
s early 60s, at a popul ar steakhouse in Sorbonne

ROBYN
M. Thaxter, I'mgrateful you're
meeting me so quickly.

ROBERT
It's Robert. Thaxter Advertising has
had its eye on you for sonetine.

ROBYN
I'mflattered.

ROBERT
Timng is everything. W need a
copywiter.

ROBYN
That' s encour agi ng.

ROBERT
So you and Paul M ssonis had a parting
of the ways?

ROBYN
| quit in a huff. He didn't appreciate
me dating Matt Meredith while | was
wor ki ng on the Emergency Shelter
capi tal canpaign

ROBERT
|"mdelighted you' re dating Matt. He's
( MORE)
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ROBERT ( CONT' D)
friends with ny wife and |

ROBYN
We're no |l onger dating. But while we
were, | want you to know we both were

prof essi onal and stayed in our |anes
regardi ng the Shelter scandal.

ROBERT
Sorry to hear you two broke up. Matt's
a wonderful guy. But let's talk
adverti sing.

ROBYN
Sounds good.

ROBERT
The job's yours if you want it. "Il
pay you 10 percent nore than you were
maki ng at M ssoni s.

ROBYN
That woul d be awesone.
ROBERT
Fabul ous. Can you start tonorrow?
ROBYN
Certainly.
ROBERT
G eat .
ROBYN

Thank you. By the way, | don't believe
Matt is the altar boy you think he is.

ROBERT
Enough about Matt. Your personal life
i s your business. Unlike Pau
M ssonis, | won't ask who you're
dat i ng.

51 I NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY

Matt is typing on his desktop while talking on his |andline.
As Ned wal ks over, Matt hangs up.

MATT
Just got a call fromthe mayor's
( MORE)
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MATT ( CONT' D)
adm ni strative assistant. He's
resi gni ng.

NED
Back to carpentry.

MATT
He |ikely uses crooked two by fours.

EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - EVEN NG

A nontage of baseball highlights features Timry striking out
hitters, Mckey maki ng several spectacul ar catches in center
and throws to the plate to nail runners, and both of them
hitting home runs. Then Timy, M ckey, Matt and all the Cubs
celebrate while Matt hoists a | arge trophy.

MATT
( Shout i ng)
The Cubs are | eague chanpi ons! Let's
celebrate at Dairy Queen! The ice
creamis on nme! But first the Cubs
have a surprise for that special
sonmeone.

Matt, carrying a | arge bag of baseballs, and the Cubs jog out
to centerfield. The players grab baseballs fromthe bag and
wi th synchroni zed precision, spell out MATT LOVES ROBYN in
baseballs on the outfield grass.

Al'l the PARENTS and FANS in the bl eachers stand, applaud and
smle at a frowni ng Robyn, who remai ns seat ed.

| NT. DAI RY QUEEN RESTAURANT - EVEN NG

The Cubs, Timmy, Mckey and Matt are sitting together at two
| ong tables while the players’ FAMLIES are sitting at nearby
t abl es.

TI MW
Momreally is pissed at you. She said
your nessage with baseballs
enbarrassed her. She told ne only to
tal k baseball with you

MATT
Pl ease listen to her.

TI MW
Billy and 1've been going to bat for
( MORE)
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TI MW ( CONT' D)
you. But we keep striking out.

MATT
You two keep sw ngi hg away.

M CKEY
Dad, tell her you're sorry so | can
hang out again with Timy and Billy.

TI MW
It's the Three Musketeers, not the Two
Musket eers.

Robyn and Billy are sitting at a table with C ndy.

BI LLY
Mom can | sit with the teanf? You guys
are boring.

ROBYN
Yes. But behave yourself.

Billy smles and runs over to sit with Tinmmy.

Cl NDY
Didn't Matt's adorabl e nessage on the
field nelt your heart?

ROBYN
| was nortified. Hs |ane stunt
har dened ny heart.

Cl NDY
Are you two done forever?

ROBYN
Yes.

Cl NDY
So why do you keep sneaki ng gl ances at
hi n?

ROBYN
My enotions are tunbling over and
over, like clothes in a dryer.

Cl NDY

Confront himand find out the truth
about himand Tiffany.
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ROBYN
Can | trust what he says?

Cl NDY
G ve himthe benefit of the doubt.

Both of themare startled by Matt suddenly sitting down at
their table.

ROBYN
| don't renenber inviting you to sit
down.

Cl NDY
Come on, Robyn.

ROBYN
This is none of your damn busi ness,
G ndy.

Cl NDY
Wel |, excuse ne.

Ci ndy stands up and wal ks away.

MATT

| guess sitting down was a m st ake.
ROBYN

You and |, the whole damm thing was a

m st ake. Why do you want ne when a
novie star is throwi ng herself at you?

MATT
Because we and the boys bel ong
together. Let's stop draggi ng our feet
and get marri ed.

ROBYN
Married? Not on your life.
MATT
Afraid of another husband dying on
you?
She | ooks startl ed.
ROBYN

VWhat ?

Robyn stands up, pours her vanilla m | kshake over his head
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and stonps away.
I NT. MATT'S CAR - DAY
Matt makes a call while driving on city streets.

MATT
Do you want to get together tonight?

TI FFANY (V. Q)
Busi ness or pl easure?

MATT
Definitely not business.

| NT. HOVEWOOD SUI TES - NI GHT

Matt, his face |ooking like he's facing a firing squad, and
Tiffany, her face rapturous wth joy, are kissing, groping
and undressing each other in her hotel bed. Then suddenly he
stops and sits on the bed.

TI FFANY
VWhat's wrong?

MATT
| can't do this.

TI FFANY
What do you nmean? You' ve got an
enor nous erection.

MATT
It's not erectile dysfunction.
Tl FFANY
Then what the fuck is it?
MATT
This doesn't feel right.
Tl FFANY
(Angry)

| "' m not good enough for you?

MATT
It's me, not you. My heart belongs to
Robyn. When we were kissing, it was
her face | saw. Not yours.
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TI FFANY
( Shout i ng)
| " ve never been so fucking humliated
inny life!

MATT
"' mso sorry.

TI FFANY
(Crying and shouti ng)
Cet out! | hate you! | wish I never
saw your face. Joe's face.
She picks up a pillow and slans himover the head with it.
| NT. BAXTER HOVE- NI GHT

Robyn and G ndy are having wine at her kitchen table.

ROBYN
| need sonmeone to talk to.
Cl NDY
About Matt?
ROBYN
Yes.
Cl NDY

You haven't been yourself since you
two broke up.

ROBYN
| hate nyself for dunping ny mlkshake
on him But he said sonething that has
been haunting ne.

Cl NDY
VWhat ?

ROBYN
He asked if |'ve been dragging ny feet
marryi ng hi mbecause |I'mafraid of
becom ng a w dow agai n.

Cl NDY
Are you?

ROBYN
Not consciously. But subconsciously I
must be. He opened ny eyes.
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Cl NDY
Call himand ask himto marry you.

ROBYN
|"mpetrified | drove himinto the
willing arnms of Tiffany.

Cl NDY
There's only one way to find out.

Robyn's doorbell rings.

Cl NDY
That nust be Matt now.

ROBYN
VWhat ?

Cindy runs up to the front door and lets Matt inside. He's
wearing a tuxedo. He wal ks over to a startled Robyn and pulls
a bar of lye soap fromhis pants, puts it in his nmouth and
sucks on it for a mnute. Robyn and C ndy | augh.

MATT

(Gaggi ng)
Can a gentl eman pl ease have a gl ass of
wat er ?

ROBYN
Suck it up, pal

The doorbel |l rings.

Cl NDY

That nust be your hair stylist.
ROBYN

What ?
MATT

We're going to the Heart Ball at the
Doubl etree tonight. It's a fundraiser
for the American Heart Associ ation.

ROBYN
Like hell. I've nothing to wear.

MATT
| beg to differ.

Matt answers the door and lets in the BEAUTY STYLIST. Matt



84.

di sappears outside for a couple nonents and returns with a
beautiful red formal dress.

Cl NDY
| shared your size with Matt. And
don't worry about the kids. I'm
babysi tti ng.

ROBYN

Wiy the last-mnute notice, Matt?

MATT
| needed a date.

ROBYN
Fresh out of sexy actresses?

MATT
| prefer sexy advertising copywiters.

57 I NT. NEWSPAPER EDI TORI AL DEPARTMENT - DAY

Ned and Matt are in the forner's office, watching Tiffany
being interviewed on | ocal television.

TI FFANY
| delivered the snoking gun to Matt
Meredith in the Energency Shelter
capi tal canpai gn scandal

TV REPORTER
You inplicated former Braxton mayor
Ji mbo Cunmi ngs as the one who si phoned
off a quarter mllion dollars.

Tl FFANY
| lied. The mayor never told ne he
t ook the noney.

TV REPORTER
Why did you say he did?

TI FFANY
Meredith coerced nme into |ying about
Ji mbo because he couldn't nail down
who stol e the noney.

TV REPORTER
So you're now recanting your original
accusation agai nst M. Cunm ngs?
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Ti ffany dabs her eyes with a tissue.

TI FFANY
Absol utely. | apologize to himand the
Braxton community. And the Shelter.

Matt angrily grabs Ned's renote and clicks off the TW.

MATT
Not hing I'i ke a woman scorned. In
tonorrow s colum |I'mgoing to
enpat hetically deny | coerced her into

| yi ng.

NED
In it you will quote nme about her
calling ne with the allegation. And
we're runni ng your colum on top of
t he front page.

MATT

She picked the wong guy to fuck wth.
NED

God, if we could only use that for the

headl i ne.
58 EXT. BASEBALL DI AMOND - EVEN NG

A shirtless Matt is raking the infield dirt when Robyn jogs
toward him

ROBYN
The sweat is making your nuscles
glisten.

MATT

Come to play in the dirt with nme?

ROBYN
| cane to kneel in the dirt.

She drops to one knee and beans at him

ROBYN
WIIl you please marry ne?

Wt hout saying a word, he sweeps her off her feet and kisses
her passionately. All smles, he then puts her down.



ROBYN
| take it that was a yes.
MATT
A very enphatic yes.
ROBYN
You were right. | subconsciously was

afraid that if we got married | would
end up losing you like |I did Bob.

MATT
' mnot going anywhere. And you'd
better stick around.

ROBYN
Qur surprise date at the Heart Bal
convinced ne we totally bel ong
t oget her.

MATT
| was hoping so.

ROBYN
| was afraid | drove you into
Tiffany's arns when | dunped ny
m | kshake on you

MATT
You did. We wound up in bed but | just
couldn't do it because | kept seeing
your face instead of hers.

ROBYN
So you didn't have intercourse?

MATT
Absol utely not. She was hum | i at ed.
And now she's rattl esnake angry.

ROBYN
| saw on TV that she recanted her
al | egati ons agai nst Jinbo, claimng
you coerced her.

MATT
Ned said | should' ve fucked her for
the sake of the story.

ROBYN
So when do you want to get married?

86.
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MATT
After practice tonight.

ROBYN
How about Chri stmas?

MATT
Santa can be ny best man.

ROBYN
Never tell nme any details about being
in bed with Tiffany.

MATT
It was so brief details are scarce.

ROBYN
You nust | ove ne to spurn a hot
actress you're already in bed wth.

MATT
(Laughi ng)
Either that. O out of ny m nd.

ROBYN
(Laughi ng)
"1l have to suck on Iye soap to scrub
i mges fromny mnd of you and Tiffany
i n bed.

MATT
Trust ne, it was nore awkward than a
centi pede on roller skates.

I NT. MOVI E SET TRAI LER - DAY

Tiffany is packing up her personal bel ongings in her on-set
trailer. Bronk wal ks in.

BRONK
Just wanted to say goodbye. The final
day of shooting is always bittersweet.

TI FFANY
Not for me. Can't wait to get out of
this fucking town.

BRONK
You chasing after that newspaper
schrmuck was a m st ake.
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TI FFANY
No shit. And | shoul d've kept ny nouth
shut about the mayor and the Shelter
f unds.

BRONK
Dam ri ght.

Tiffany, in her haste to exit the trailer, fails to notice
the pair of dianond earrings sitting in a drawer as she
closes it.

BRONK
Sorry about puking all over you.

TI FFANY
Hard to believe that wasn't the worst
thing that happened to ne in Braxton.

EXT. | NTERSECTI ON | N ROUGH PART OF BRAXTON - NI GHT

Tiffany is driving toward her trailer on the Drug Town novie
set when her rental car suddenly stalls.

| NT. RENTAL CAR - NI GHT

Tiffany tries and fails to restart the car. She pounds her
steering wheel in frustration.

Tl FFANY
(Yelling out |oud)
Damm! | woul d | eave ny fucking di anond

earrings in ny trailer.

She grabs her cell and nakes several calls, getting a
voi cemai | each tine.

TI FFANY
(Yelling out I|oud)
Shit! Isn't anybody picking up? Hate
to do this. But.

She | ooks out her wi ndow and sees two MEN hangi ng out on the
corner, staring at her car. She quickly makes another call.

TI FFANY
(Pl eadi ng)
Thank God you answered. I'min big
troubl e. Pl ease conme rescue ne!
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| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

Matt is sitting next to Robyn on her famly roomsofa. He's
on his cell.

MATT
What's wong?

| NT. RENTAL CAR - NI GHT

Tiffany still is trying and failing to restart her car as she
tal ks on her phone.

TI FFANY
My rental car died near ny novie set
trailer. 1'mat Buttonwood and El m
There's two nasty nen on the corner
checking me out. |'m desperate.

| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

Matt stands up as does Robyn.

MATT
How do | know this isn't total
bul |l shit?

Tl FFANY

(Scream ng)
| ' m beggi ng you!

MATT
"' mon ny way.
He hangs up.
ROBYN
Wiy can't anybody fromthe studio help
her out?
MATT
| didn't ask

He ki sses her and she gives hima quick hug.

ROBYN
Are you sure she's not setting you up?

MATT
| could sense the fear in her voice.
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ROBYN
| could, too. Love you.

| NT. RENTAL CAR - NI GHT

Tiffany's lips start quivering when she notices the two nen
approachi ng her car. One guy knocks on her driver's side

wi ndow, notioning her to | ower the wi ndow She ignores him
The ot her guy uses the butt of his handgun to smash the
passenger's side w ndow, sending shards of glass all over the
front seat and a scream ng Tiffany.

As the wi ndow gl ass shatters, Matt's car races onto the
scene. The man on the driver's side of Tiffany's rental steps
into the street, pulls out his handgun and starts firing at
Matt's car. Matt ducks low as bullets fissure his w ndshi el d.
Undaunt ed, he runs over the guy, who had waited too long to
junp out of the way.

Matt adroitly does a dynamc U-turn and races back toward the
fallen man. Matt slanms on the brakes, opens his front door,
reaches down and grabs the handgun that fell out of the man's

grasp.

The other guy starts firing at Matt's car, which does anot her
quick U-turn and races toward the man. As he passes him Matt
shoots himin the legs with the handgun. Matt stops the car,
turns it around yet again, and drives back to Tiffany's car.
She gets out of her car.

Matt junps out of his car, grabs her hand and is about to
hel p her into his passenger seat when a police cruiser wwth a
blaring siren and flashing lights pulls up. Two COPS pop out
of the cruiser, handguns pointed at Matt.

TALL COP
s that you, Matt?
MATT
Yes, Bill.
SHORT COP
What's with the two dudes |lying on the
street?
MATT
Tony, | shot one guy in the leg and

ran over the other. They were breaking
into nmy friend' s car and she was
afraid for her life.
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TI FFANY
( Sobbi ng)
Matt rescued ne.

SHORT COP
"1l be dammed. It's Tiffany, the
actress in the novie they're filmng
her e.

TALL COP
Matt, you keep good conpany. But you
shoul d know better than to be in this
part of town at night.

TI FFANY
| forgot sone earrings in ny novie
trailer. | came to get them before

| eave town. But ny rental broke down.

The tall cop wal ks over to inspect the two fallen nen, still
lying on the street and npani ng.

TALL COP
| recognize this pair. Two bad actors.
Deal ers and gang war |l ords.

SHORT COP
Matt, for a guy who types for a living
you nmake a helluva action hero.

TI FFANY
"1l say!

66 |INT. POLICE CRU SER - NI GHT

Tiffany and Matt are sitting in the back seat.

TI FFANY
| didn't deserve your hel p because |
recanted ny story. Now I'll recant ny

recant ati on.

MATT
Thanks.

TI FFANY
| was fucking pissed because you
dunped nme after only a few nonents in
bed.
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MATT
Your love for ne is intense.
TI FFANY
That's rather obvious. | still see Joe

in you. But you had to make a choice
and you pi cked Robyn.

MATT
Speaki ng of Robyn, |1'd better call her
and tell her I'mall right.

TI FFANY
So you two are back on?

MATT
Thanks to you. When | confronted her
about it, she realized she was
draggi ng her feet with our
rel ati onshi p because down deep she was
afraid of being w dowed agai n.

TI FFANY
Fuck. Little old matchmaker ne.

MATT
Wy the hell didn't you just call 9-1-
1?

Tl FFANY
Never even gave it a thought. I'man
idiot. O maybe we were destined to
have this exciting escapade together.

MATT
Maybe you should add this to the Drug
Town script?

TI FFANY
We'll save it for the sequel. Starring
you and nme. We could call it Ebony and
| vory.

MATT

"1l leave that out when | call Robyn.

| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

Robyn and Matt are sitting at her kitchen table,

cream

92.

eating ice
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ROBYN
This is ny |ast bow of ice cream
until after the wedding.

MATT
It's not even Thanksgiving yet.
ROBYN
| want to be |l ean and nean for the
cer enony.
MATT

Then fat and happy after the weddi ng?

ROBYN
O course. But now |'m hoping to drop
a couple pounds for the premere in
two weeks.

MATT
| wish the Drug Town world prem ere
woul d be in Holl ywood, not Braxton.

ROBYN
Did you know Tiffany is dating an
Eur opean pl ayboy?

MATT
A definite upgrade from a newspaper
col umi st .

| NT. BRAXTON EMERGENCY SHELTER - DAY

Tiffany and Bronk are serving soup and sandw ches to Shelter
RESI DENTS whil e MEDI A TYPES, Jose, MIlie, Carl the PR guy
and JEAN PAUL LO SELLE, Tiffany's handsone French boyfriend,
| ook on. Jinbo sneaks in beside an annoyed MIlie.

M LLIE
| told you to stay away. The Shelter
was graci ous enough to restore ne as
capi tal canpaign chair.

JI MBO
And mss all the fun?

Ji nbo wal ks behind Tiffany and whi spers into her ear.

JI MBO
How s nmy favorite actress?
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TI FFANY
Drop dead.

As Tiffany serves food, Jinbo pours a snmall vial of zinc
chloride into the bow of soup beside her. Wen the | ast of
the residents is served, Bronk, Tiffany and Jean Paul sit
down at the serving table and eat their soup. Tiffany makes a
face.

TI FFANY
Jean Paul, does your soup taste
metallic?

JEAN PAUL

Not at all, ny |ovely.
She pushes her bowl of soup aside.
| NT. LIMO - DAY

Tiffany and Jean Paul are sitting next to each other in a
stretch |ino.

Tl FFANY
| have an upset stomach. Mist have
been the fucking soup.

He grabs an ice bucket that was chilling a bottle of
chanpagne, dunps out the ice and puts the bucket in her |ap.

JEAN PAUL
Just in case.
TI FFANY
|'ve got this horrible rotten taste in

my nout h.
EXT. FAI RGROUNDS SQUARE ClI NEMA CENTER - DAY

A stretch Iino ferrying Tiffany and Jean Paul pulls in front
of the novie theater conplex. They get out and Tiffany is
frowning and slightly bent over at the waist as ONLOOKERS
cheer them Tiffany forces a smle.

TI FFANY
My stomach cranps are killing me.

JEAN PAUL
As soon as we enter the theater, we're
headi ng for the | adies room
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A linmo bearing Bronk and his G RLFRIEND, a sultry razor-thin
brunette, arrives. They too are wel comed by | oud appl ause.
They wal k over to Tiffany and Jean Paul .

BRONK
Tiff, you ook terrible. Are you sick?

TI FFANY
| feel faint.

She bends over as a geyser of vomt erupts from her throat,
soaki ng herself and splashing Bronk. She | oses control of her
bowel s as a violent attack of diarrhea loudly soils the
backsi de of her dress. She collapses on the red carpet. The
MEDI A swarmtoward the fallen Tiffany as Bronk, Jean-Paul and
Carl kneel beside her.

BRONK
She' s unconsci ous.

CARL
l"mcalling 9-1-1.

Matt and Robyn are standi ng nearby when they see Jinbo
smling in the crowd.

ROBYN
Jinmbo is enjoying this, that bastard!

MATT
|'ve got a hunch

Matt sprints toward Jinbo and levels himw th a crunching
shoul der tackle. Jinbo hows in pain.

JI MBO
My hi p! You broke ny fucking hip!

Matt grabs Jinbo by the throat.

MATT
You poi soned her, didn't you?

Matt lets go of his throat and twi sts Jinbo's right arm
behind him The former mayor cries out in pain.

JI MBO
K, ! | put a small dose of zinc
chloride in her soup. The bitch
deserved to be hum i ated.
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Matt quickly threads his way through the throng of people and
races over to the huddl e surrounding Tiffany, which now

i ncludes a DOCTOR with his nedical bag. Robyn stands by
Matt' s side.

MATT
Doc, the fornmer mayor slipped her a
smal | dose of zinc chloride.

DOCTOR
"Il give her an injection of atropine
and al ert the anbul ance crew t hat
we'll have to flush her stomach. You
may have just saved her life.

JEAN PAUL
Thank you, sir. Thank you.

BRONK
Matt, you' ve been nmeking a habit of
saving Tiffany's life.

ROBYN
How on earth did you suspect he
poi soned her?

MATT
Her violent reaction tipped ne off.
And Jinbo was the only smling face in
a sea of sonber faces.

| NT. BRAXTON GENERAL HOSPI TAL - NI GHT

Tiffany is sitting up in bed. Jean Paul is sitting in a

near by chair. \Wen Robyn and Matt walk in Tiffany's private
room a sudden beam of a smle flashes across her lips. Jean
Paul stands up and wal ks over to greet them

TI FFANY
Matt, once again you' ve saved ny life.
"Il be forever grateful.

MATT
How are you doi ng?

TI FFANY
Rel i eved ny horrible stonmach cranps
have subsided. But utterly nortified
by enbarrassing nyself in public. And
fucki ng pissed at Jinbo.
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JEAN PAUL
The doctor told nme that if you hadn't
ti pped themoff to the zinc chloride,
she coul d've been in real trouble.

TI FFANY
| ' m genui nely touched by your visit. |
know the | ast few npbnths have been
awkward for the three of us.

ROBYN
That's all in the past.

Ti ffany reaches out for Robyn's hand.

| NT.

TI FFANY
Take care of ny bodyguard.

ROBYN
We're having a Christmas weddi ng.

TI FFANY
Congratul ati ons. What a lovely tine of
year to get nmarried.

ROBYN
We'll send you an invitation.

Tl FFANY
W |loved to be there. But we're
spendi ng the holidays in Paris.

BAXTER HOVE - NI GHT

Matt and Robyn are sitting on a sofa and si pping eggnog in

her

tree.

l[iving room Next to themin the corner is a Christnmas
Nuner ous w apped presents are in front of the tree.

ROBYN
| thought the boys would never get to
sl eep.

MATT
It's Christmas Eve. What did you
expect ?

ROBYN

Alittle time for just us.

MATT
|"mglad Mckey is spending the night
( MORE)
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MATT ( CONT' D)
with you so | can stay here a little
| onger.

ROBYN
The last night you and | wll be
sl eepi ng separately.

The doorbel |l rings.

MATT
VWho could that be at this | ate hour?

ROBYN
Santa C aus?

They both wal k over to the front door and she opens it,
| eaving both of themw th astoni shed | ooks on their faces.

ROBYN
Tiffany? Ms. Paxton?
TI FFANY
Surprise, surprise!
M LLIE
Merry Christmas. Please call ne
MIlie.
ROBYN

Pl ease cone in out of the cold.
They do so and Matt helps themw th their coats.

MATT
No Ji mho?

M LLI E
Heavens, no. | dunped that bastard.
Tiffany and | are celebrating the end
of bad rel ati onshi ps.

Tl FFANY
| ndeed we are.

MATT
You and Jean Paul broke up?

Tl FFANY
| found himtoo self-centered.
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MATT
Bot h people can't be self-centered in
a relationship.

Tl FFANY
Me? Sel f-centered?

ROBYN
Do you two want a drink?

M LLI E
No, it's too | ate.

TI FFANY
| declined your wedding invitation
because | thought I'd be in France
wth Jean Paul. Too late to accept?

M LLIE
Wth nme as her date?
ROBYN
| think that can be arranged.
TI FFANY
Perfect.
MATT

What are you doi ng back in town?

TI FFANY
MIllie graciously invited nme to spend
Christmas with her.

M LLIE
| owed her after ny ex poisoned her at
the premere that wasn't.

MATT
| heard the reschedul ed premere in
Hol | ywood went wel | .

TI FFANY
Sorry you two couldn't nake it.

M LLIE
Vell, we'd better be going and let you
two al one.

MATT
See you at the wedding.
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Tiffany and M1lie | eave.

ROBYN
Tiffany is like the last stubborn
cereal clot stuck to the side of the
bow .

MATT
Agreed. But don't forget it was her
i nsight into why you were draggi ng
your feet with ne that propelled us to
the altar tonorrow

ROBYN
Her only redeemng quality.

| NT. MATT'S HOUSE - NI GHT
Matt is turning out the lights on his Christmas tree when his

doorbell rings. He | ooks surprised as he opens the front
door .

MATT
Tiffany?

Tl FFANY
Hey, Matt.

MATT

It's al nost m dni ght.

TI FFANY
How was your Christmas Eve with Robyn
and the kids?

MATT
Wiy are you really here?

Tl FFANY
MIlie' s asleep. And |'mbored. It's
cold out here. Can | cone in?

She brushes past himinto the foyer, giggling. She walks into
the famly room takes off her coat and tosses it onto a
chair.

MATT
Make yourself at hone.

She plops onto his sofa.
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TI FFANY
Cone sit beside ne.

MATT
Just for a few mnutes. Then you're
out of here. I'magetting married
t onor r ow.

TI FFANY
Actually it's now today. Merry
Chri st mas.

MATT

If you think I'm gonna have one | ast
pre-nuptial fling, forget about it.

TI FFANY
Shane on you. The thought hadn't
crossed ny m nd.

They sit together on the sofa. She then junps onto his |ap.
He shoves her off him

MATT
VWhat the hell! Not this. Not now Not
ever!

TI FFENY

We have sone unfini shed business. You
know you want ne. So we fool around a
bit. I'mnot gonna tell Robyn. Are
you?

MATT
Pl ease | eave.

She | eans forward to kiss himand he shoves her away.

Enraged, she grabs a M ke Schm dt - aut ographed baseball on his
coffee table. At close range, she fires the baseball at him
striking himright smack on his right eye, |eaving a round
wel t.

MATT
(Angrily)
Get out of here and don't show up at
nmy weddi ng!
Tl FFANY
Now | know for sure you'll never be

anot her Joe Murphy. | have closure.
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MATT
You have closure and I'"'mblind in one
eye. My wedding pictures are going to
be a real treasure.

Tl FFANY
| thought you'd catch ny pitch

She grabs her coat and wal ks out the front door. As she
approaches her rental in Matt's driveway the Thaxters are
driving by and spot her.

74 I NT. THAXTERS SUWV - N GHT
BETTY THAXTER is driving and Robert is riding shotgun.

BETTY
VWhat's Tiffany doing | eaving Matt's
house this late at night?

ROBERT
None of our busi ness.

BETTY
It's definitely Robyn's business. You
shoul d call her.

ROBERT
This i s awkward.

He pulls his cell fromhis pocket and calls Robyn.
75 I NT. BAXTER HOVE - N GHT

Robyn is asleep in her bed when her phone startles her awake.
She quickly grabs it and sees it's 12:40 in the norning on
her weddi ng day.

ROBYN
Robert, it's extrenely early on
Christmas norning, not to nention ny
weddi ng day. What's wong?

Robyn sits up in bed in stunned silence for a few nonments,
listening to him Tears start stream ng down her face. She
sl unps down and |ies back on her pillow

ROBYN
As devastating as this call was,
you' ve saved me from nmaki ng the
bi ggest mi stake of ny life.
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76 I NT. THAXTERS HOME - NI GHT
Robert and Betty are sitting at their kitchen table.

ROBERT
Let's call Matt. If he's innocent,
he'll fight for her.

BETTY
Let's get his side of the story.

Robert nmkes the call.
77 | NT. MATT'S HOUSE - NI GHT

Matt is sitting on his famly room sofa, holding an ice bag
to his right eye. H's phone rings and he answers it.

MATT
Robert? Way the hell are you calling
me at this |ate hour?

78 I NT. THAXTERS HOMVE - N GHT

ROBERT
Betty and | screwed up. W were
driving hone when we saw Tiffany
| eavi ng your house. So we called
Robyn.

BETTY
Qur apol ogi es. Robyn sounded |ike she
was going to call off the wedding.

79 INT. MATT'S HOUSE - N GHT

MATT
| wasn't screwi ng around. Tiffany
showed up uninvited. She put a nove on
me. | resisted. She fired a basebal
at nme and gave ne a bl ack eye.

80 INT. THAXTERS HOMVE - N GHT

ROBERT
We didn't assume you were cheating on
Robyn. But we thought we'd gi ve Robyn
a heads up. It was stupid of us.

BETTY
W want to nmake this right.



81

82

83

104.

ROBERT
| just had an idea. Your black eye is
t he perfect physical evidence to
convi nce Robyn you're telling the
truth.

I NT. MATT'S HOUSE - NI GHT

MATT
You're right. 1I'mgoing over to her
house. Please call MIlie and tell her

you're picking up Tiffany and driving
her to Robyn's to corroborate ny
story.

| NT. THAXTERS HOME - NI GHT

ROBERT
We'll bring Tiffany if we have to
ki dnap her.

I NT. M LLIE PAXTON' S MANSI ON - NI GHT

MIllie, in her nightgown and with her hair in curlers, walks
into Tiffany's bedroom Tiffany still is dressed and sitting
in a lounge chair.

M LLIE
d ad you' re awake. The Thaxters, who
are friends of mne, are picking you
up any mnute and taking you to
Robyn' s.

Tl FFANY
Suppose | don't want to go?

M LLI E
Robert said if you don't go, the
weddi ng m ght be cancel ed.

Tl FFANY
How does he know?

M LLIE
They saw you leaving Matt's and cal |l ed
Robyn.

Tl FFANY
Busy bodies. So you know | put a nove
on Matt?
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M LLI E
It's no crinme to | ove a nman and not
know when to | et go. Look how | ong |
hung ont o Ji nbo.

EXT. BAXTER HOUSE - N GHT

Matt pulls his car into Robyn's driveway and as he exits his
vehi cl e Robert pulls his SUV alongside it. The contingent
files out of the SUV.

MATT
Quite the entourage.

BETTY
We all care. That's why we're here.

Tiffany runs over to Matt and inspects his swollen, black
eye.

TI FFANY

God, that's nasty. Please forgive ne.
MATT

G ad you're here to back nme up. | know

this is ankward for you. But Robyn is
going to be a tough sell.

BETTY
You'll startle her and the kids if you
ring the doorbell.

MATT
If I call her, she likely won't
answer .

ROBERT
|"ve al ready nessed up one phone cal
to her.

BETTY
For heaven's sake, 1'll nmake the call.

Wth the others huddl ed around her, Betty makes the call. She
sm | es and gives a thunbs up when Robyn answers.

BETTY
So sorry to bother you again at this
ungodly hour. But |I'mstanding in your
driveway with four other people.
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| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

Robyn, hol di ng her phone, bolts out of bed and runs to her
wi ndow over | ooki ng the driveway.

ROBYN
Oh ny God! Matt and Tiffany are with
you?

EXT. BAXTER DRI VEWAY - NI GHT
BETTY
They want to tell you what happened
and what didn't happen.
| NT. BAXTER HOVE - NI GHT
ROBYN
Tell everybody to go hone. The weddi ng
is off. Period. Merry Christnas.
Robyn ends the call.

EXT. BAXTER DRI VEVAY - NI GHT

MATT
| have a key. Maybe she'll have ne
arrested but 1'mgoing in and fight
for the woman | | ove.

TI FFANY

|"mgoing in with you.

ROBERT
W all are.

Matt wal ks up to the front door, inserts his key and wal ks
in, followed by the others.

| NT. BAXTER HOME - NI GHT

They all are standing in the living roomas Matt calls Robyn
on his phone.

MATT
Not surprised this went to voi censi l
W're all in your living room and
we're not leaving until you talk to

us.

After a couple nonents that feel |like an eternity, Robyn, in
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her ni ghtgown, descends the stairs and wal ks over to the
group in her living room She sees Matt's swollen, black eye
and steps nearer to himfor a closer inspection.

ROBYN
My God! Your eye! It's so black it's
purpli sh.

MATT

I f you think ny eye hurts, you should
feel how much ny heart hurts. The
t hought of |osing you is crushing ne.

ROBYN
Tiffany always is getting between you
and me. | won't marry a guy whose

heart, or part of it, belongs to
sonebody el se.

Robyn cocks her head and | ooks defiantly at Tiffany.

TI FFANY
| showed up uninvited at his house and
put a nove on him He totally resisted
me. | got pissed and threw a basebal
at himand hit himin the eye.

ROBYN
You coul d've thrown the basebal |l at
himafter he fucked your ears off.

TI FFANY
| f he had fucked ne, | woul d' ve
sprinkled himwith incense. Not maim
hi m

M LLI E

Oh, dear. Too much information

ROBERT
W all wouldn't be here if we didn't
believe Matt and Tiffany.

TI FFANY
He | oves you. Don't punish himfor
what | did. And don't punish yourself.

MATT
| m beggi ng you not to cancel the
weddi ng. | | ove you.



Robyn peers closely at his face.

ROBYN
| can see the inpression of the
basebal | seans around your eye. And |
can see your |ove beam ng from your
good eye.

She snmiles and kisses himgently on the I|ips.

ROBYN
K, Coach. 1've caught your pathetic
pitch for love. Even if Tiffany threw
it.

MATT
So you'll marry ne today?
ROBYN
You'll 1ook sort of roguish with your

gargoyl e eye. Qur weddi ng pictures
will go viral.

108.

Matt and Robyn kiss tenderly as the others applaud. M ckey,

Timmy and Billy in their pajamas walk into the room

Billy,

TI MW
What the heck is going on?

BI LLY
Hey, where did you get the shiner?

M CKEY
Dad, you didn't keep your eye on the
bal I .

MATT
Actual ly, | did.

ROBYN
Back to bed, boys. W've got a weddi ng
in a few hours.

BILLY
(Exci tedly)
Hey, Santa already was here. Look at
at all the presents under the
Christmas tree.

Timy and M ckey run over to the tree and start

ri ppi ng open packages.



109.

ROBYN
Now t hat you're here Matt, you tel
them t hey have to go back to bed.

Tl FFANY
"Il doit. It's ny fault they' re up
at this hour.

Tiffany wal ks over to the boys, talks softly to themfor a
few nonents and they happily run up the stairs back to bed.
Smling, Tiffany wal ks back to the group.

MATT
That was amazing. What did you say?

TI FFANY
I f they went back to bed i mmedi ately,
|'"d have ny brother stop by this
summer and play catch with them

ROBYN
Your brother?

TI FFANY
Roy Underhill.

MATT
The Yankees' star pitcher?

Tl FFANY
Way do you think I throw a baseball so
har d?
FADE OUT:

THE END



