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EXT/ I NT H GHWAY/ CAR

SUMMER 1954

A m ddl e-aged coupl e are driving through the open country of
Nort h Dakota. A boy about 13 in a crew cut and short pants
is in the back seat peering at the passing scenery of sumer
wheat fields.

UNCLE (DRI VER)
I think he'll be receptive.

AUNT
Yes, he's getting pretty old.

UNCLE
(gl ancing at the
gauges)
| should ve filled up before we |eft
Far go.

UNCLE (cont'd)
Can't renenber if there's a gas
station there.

AUNT
| doubt it. It's just a village.

They continue in silence as we alternate between open Big
Sky country and its fields of soybeans and sunfl owers, and
the closed interior of the car.

UNCLE
W should be there in 10 m nutes.

UNCLE (cont'd)
(1 ooki ng back at the
boy)
Jacques, did you understand what |
sai d?

JACQUES

Yes.



UNCLE
What did | say?

JACQUES
(in a slight French
accent)
We be there in 10 m nutes.

JACQUES (cont'd)
(poi nting outside)
Uncle, what is that?

UNCLE
That's called a silo. It's for
storing grain.
(under his breath)
Such a city kid.

JACQUES
Aunti e, what he say?

AUNT
He said that you're a sweetie.

They enter a village and turn onto the driveway of the |ocal
Cat holic church and | eave the car, wal king towards the
rectory.



I NT RECTORY

The parish priest is discussing Jacques' future with his
uncle and aunt, while the boy is admring the birds in the
wal k-in aviary on the other side of the rectory.

PRI EST
I"mwondering if he'll have
difficulty succeeding in school.
He's only been in the country for,
what, a nonth?

I NT AVI ARY

Jacques is wal king about the aviary, smling at the singing
birds. He can hear the faint conversation though he can't
make out what is being said.

I NT RECTORY - CONTI NUOUS

UNCLE
He's |l earning English fast, which
kids can do at that age, and he's a
smart Kid.

AUNT
And so handsone. Do you know that he
spent the |ast nonth readi ng our
entire collection of Life nmagazi nes?

PRI EST
And what about his nother, way up in
Mont r eal ?

UNCLE
Yes, I'll have to arrange it with

Fat her Stanley at the school so the
boy can stay on canpus during school
br eaks.



PRI EST
Well it's good that you and your son
Bernard are al ummi.

(cut to)
Jacques in the aviary...
(return to)

PRI EST
I"'mwlling to help pay for his first
year at school, but |I'mnot prom sing
anyt hi ng beyond that, we'll see how
it goes, and how his vocation goes.

The priest reaches for a checkbook fromhis desk and wites
a check.

AUNT
He'll be a good priest for you
Fat her .

(Music fromPictures At An Exhibition (Missorgsky) starts).



EXT CAMPUS

Students arrive on the canpus of St. Benedict Preparatory
School to begin the acadeni c year, suitcases and duffel bags
in hand. Fam lies are huggi ng their goodbyes.

Jacques's uncle points to a building and addresses Jacques.

UNCLE
The bookstore's in that building.
That's where you buy things for
school ... and get noney...for your
al | owance.

He gives the boy a perfunctory hug and points to a sign "New
Students” where a few arrivals are al ready congregating.
Jacques picks up his gear and starts in that direction.

JACQUES
(wavi ng)
Bye, uncl e Ned.

There, a Brother wearing a black cassock sits at a table
checki ng everyone in.

BROTHER
Name?

JACQUES

Jacques Brosseau.

BROTHER
(l ocating the nane)
There you are. |Is Jacques the sanme as
Jack in English?

JACQUES

Yes, | think so.



BROTHER
(pointing to one of
two groups of new
st udent s)
You can join the other sem narians
over there.

I NT BU LDI NG STAI RCASE/ DORM TORY

As students clinb the stairs with their gear, we hear a
Brother's voice off screen.

BROTHER (O S.)
The di ning room and kitchen are on
the 1st floor... Cassroons on the
2nd floor... Ofices and study halls
on the 3rd floor. Your desks in study
hal | have al ready been assi gned and
you'll find the books you need inside
your desk.

W see rows of desks in vacant study halls and enpty beds
cl ose together in dormtories.

BROTHER (O. S.) (cont'd)
Dormtories are on the top floor
whi ch is where the sinks and your
| ockers are.

The boys have reached the dormtories and are busy unpacking
their corduroy pants and flannel shirts into narrow | ockers.

BROTHER (O. S.) (cont'd)
Once a week on Mondays, you drop off
your bag of dirty laundry in the
hanpers by the door and cl ean cl ot hes
will be returned to you the follow ng
Thur sday.
In the building next door you'll find
the library, gane and card room a
smal | bookstore and a roomwth a
brand new TV.



I NT DORM TORY NI GHT/ DAWN

It is still dark out when everyone is awakened t he next
norni ng by a Brother wal king down the aisles between beds
and shaking a brass bell.

The students file out to the rows of sinks to wash up, still
wearing their pajams. One boy exposes another by quickly
| owering his pajama bottom

AXEL puts on overalls and peers out the wi ndow as the sun is
rising. He is joined by Jacques and PAUL, an Anerican |ndian
and probably the only student with a ponytail.

PAUL
How di d you sl eep?

AXEL
Not bad, except for all the snoring.
Sounded li ke the pig sty on our farm
at feeding tine.

Jack | eaves them and heads for the toilet.

PAUL
At |l east you won't have to mlk the
COWs.

AXEL

VWhere are the showers?

PAUL
In the gym Wen this school was
built, like last century, showers

hadn't been invented yet. But the
gymis new.

| NT BATHROOM

Jack is sitting on the toilet still in his pajanas.

Curious and concerned, he opens the door a crack so he can
listen to the conversations around the | ockers and sinks.



VA CES O. S.
| hear Father Cuthbert's been
transferred.

You grow ng a beard? |Is that allowed?
| don't know. We'll find out.

What's with all the corduroys? Don't
you have any jeans?

That's great about the new TV. Now if
t hey coul d just cancel evening study
hal | .

Hey lefty, go use a sink at the end
of the row.

D you bring any cards?
A coupl e decks.
That won't |ast |ong.



I NT CHAPEL

The entire student body is at chapel for early Mass. Altar
boys are attending the priest. In the audi ence, sonme boys
are pious and attentive, others disinterested, and no one
wears unifornms or shirts and ties.

AXEL
(1 ooki ng around)
It's not very crowded.

PAUL
We get a lot of visitors on Sundays.

Jack is seated well in the back and, as the organ begins to
pl ay during Comrunion, he is staring off into space.

I NT MONTREAL KI TCHEN ( FLASHBACK)

In his parents' kitchen sone three years earlier, Jacques,
wearing thin gloves, is making small circular Comrunion

waf ers by pressing a shiny quarter into slices of Wnder
Bread. He places the wafers on a small plate taken fromthe
famly silverware set. He takes out grape juice fromthe

i cebox and pours sone in a silver chalice and carries the
pl ate and chalice into his bedroomwhich is actually an

ext ensi on of the kitchen.

There he has covered a narrow table with a white bed sheet.
In the center of the table is a wooden toy box covered with
al um num foil which serves as the tabernacle. He opens the
lid of the box and inserts the chalice and silver plate
inside. After lighting two tall candles at each end of the
tabl e, he dresses in one of his dad's white shirts which
extends to his knees, and drapes his nmom's purple shaw
around hi s neck.

JACQUES
(yelling to his
famly)

Je suis pret! (I'mready!)

H s nom dad and six-year-old sister |eave the |iving room
and take their seats in the bedroom and Jacques proceeds to
do his best imtation of the Mass.
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At Communi on, he distributes the wafers to his kneeling
famly. Mom stares at her son, ecstatic, as if she is
| ooking at Christ's reincarnation.

I NT CHAPEL - CONTI NUOUS

In the chapel at school, Comrunion is nearly finished as
Jack joins the end of the line. He receives the Host and
returns to his seat as the organ nusic ends.
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I NT DI NI NG ROOM

At breakfast all students sit at |ong rectangul ar tables
headed by a priest or brother. FATHER ARNCOLD, al ways jovi al
and smling, heads the table where Jack is sitting with a
dozen ot her boys.

FATHER ARNOLD
(as he passes bread)
| want you to neet a new transfer
Jack Brosseau.
Jack, did I pronounce your name
right?

Jack nods and sm | es weakly.

FATHER ARNOLD (cont"' d)
13 years old and al ready a sophonore
m nd you...Jack is from Canada and
speaks French. Still |earning English
so be patient with him

PAUL
Do you play hockey?

JACK
Little.

PAUL
What position?

JACK
CGoal i e.

PAUL

There's your goalie, Father.

PAUL (cont'd)
(turning to Jack)
Fat her Arnold is coach of the hockey
t eam

FATHER ARNOLD
How tall are you, Jack?



JACK
Five feet.
A few boys sni cker.
PAUL
But he'll see between their |egs,
Fat her!
AXEL

(as everyone | aughs)
What's your favorite food?

JACK
Br ead.

AXEL
VWhat el se?

JACK

Mor e bread.

12.
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I NT MATH CLASSROOM

Fat her Desnond is teaching geonetry. He wites a fornmula on
t he bl ackboard, a2 + b2 = c2, and a right triangle show ng
its sides as a2, b2, and c2.

FATHER DESMOND
Anybody know what that formula is?

No one answers.

No? R ght. You haven't taken Al gebra
yet .

It was devel oped by a G eek

phi | osopher around 500 BC

So if I neasure off 6 feet along this
wal | starting fromthe corner, then
square it, gives ne 36.

So saying, Father wites 36 bel ow aZ2.

And | neasure 8 feet along this wall,
square it, gives 64.

He wites 64 bel ow b2.

Their sumis 100, and the square root
of 100 is 10 and that's "c".

He wites 100 below c2 and crosses it off, wites 10.

c" is called the hypothenuse, which
in this case is the distance between
the two end points on the walls,
which | can't nmeasure because there's
desks in the way.

That's how handy that theoremis

As he stops to take his breath, CONNOR, who wears a white
shirt and a narrowtie and is known to be the math whi z,
rai ses hi s hand.



FATHER DESMOND (cont' d)
Yes?

CONNOR
Fat her, doesn't your starting point
have to be a right angle?

FATHER DESMOND
Yes, vyes.

FATHER DESMOND ( cont ' d)
(pointing to the
cor ner)
It is. But thank you for pointing
t hat out.

14.
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EXT GRASSY FI ELD

Jack is stretched out in the grass basking in the sunshine
and reading the |ast of Around the World in 80 Days.

Paul happens to wal k by.

PAUL
You're quite the reader there Jack.

JACK
Just try learn nore English.

PAUL
What's the book?

JACK

(as he hands himthe
book)

| read it in French before.

PAUL
So you al ready know the story. Good
i dea. . .

JACK

Paul , what it nmeans to fl onk?

PAUL
(laughing to hinself)
It means you didn't pass a subject.
You got a bad grade, like an F

JACK
Oh. | understand now.
PAUL
Al right! See you later. After while

crocodil e.

Paul wal ks away and Jack finishes the book. He rises and
heads for the library.
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I NT LI BRARY

In the library Jack chooses other books by Jules Verne and
when he finds Robinson Crusoe, he turns a few pages, sits on
a small stool in the stacks and starts reading it, stil
wearing his thin | eather jacket. The small pile of books he
has selected |lies beside him The student vol unteer behind

t he check-out desk wal ks over to where Jack is reading.

DESK CLERK
Wwant ne to check these out for you?

Jack frowns, not understanding. The volunteer pulls a
student ID card out of his pocket and points to Jack's pile
of books on the floor.

DESK CLERK (cont'd)
(pointing to his card
and to Jack)
Let nme have your card.

Jack hands over his card and adds the Robi nson Crusoe to the
ot her books.



17.

I NT GYM

Jack is practicing shooting free throws, underhand. O her
boys are playing a pick up gane at the other end of the
court.

After sonme success, Jack |l eaves the court and heads to the
showers which he discovers are communal as he wal ks by. He
sits on a bench in front of the | ockers pondering whet her he
shoul d strip naked, but decides to keep his basket bal

shorts on and enters the showers.

There MATT, a tall |anky basketball type, is now the only
one showeri ng.

MATT
You nust be new.
You a sem nari an?

Jack nods.

MATT (cont'd)
That figures. We take our clothes off
for showers here.

JACK
Yes, | see..
Next ti ne.

MATT
What ' s your namne?

JACK
Jacques. Jack.

MATT
Matt hew. Matt.

MATT (cont'd)
(pointing to the
scapul ar around
Jack' s neck)
What's that?



18.

JACK
A scapul ar.

Matt approaches Jack to ook at it nore closely. He fingers
it and reads the inscription out |oud.

MATT
"Whoever dies wearing this scapul ar
shall not suffer eternal fire."

MATT (cont'd)
Wioa... so if you wear this you won't
go to hell no matter what?

MATT (cont'd)
(smling sneeringly)
Pretty good deal .
You shoul d wear your rosary around
your neck too. It'd be pretty...
stylish.



| NT HALLWAY

As students are wal king down the hallway between cl asses,
Axel approaches Jack. Axel is wearing horn rimed gl asses
now and sports an "l Like Ike" netal button pinned to his
overal | s.

AXEL
That was a great |ecture on St.
Augusti ne, eh?

JACK
Yes.

AXEL
| can't wait for the one on St.
Thomas Aqui nas.
Are you going honme for Christmas?

JACK
| can't.
AXEL
Wy not ?
JACK
My nmomlives... where she works.

JACK (cont'd)
And Montreal is far...from here.

AXEL
So you don't have a place to go?

Jack shakes his head.

AXEL (cont'd)
Wul d you like to spend the holidays
on our farn? My dad is driving up to
get ne. W have plenty of room
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JACK
Cee, yes...thank you.

JACK (cont' d)
What you do on the farmin the
W nter?

AXEL
Not much. Fi x things.

JACK
My uncles are farmers too. For
Christmas we al ways go to m dni ght
Mass in a...what you call it?

AXEL

Sl ei gh?

AXEL (cont'd)
We don't have one. A sleigh | nean.
But we'll nmake m dni ght Mass.



I NT CARD ROOM

The card room al so has a pool table. Jack and Pau

pl ayi ng ei ght-ball.

As Paul

m sses and st ands back,

PAUL
Where d' you learn to play so good?

JACK

My ot her school had a pool table too.

PAUL
VWhere was that?

JACK
OCh, in Canada.

are

Jack pulls out a hunting

21.

kni fe which he had hidden in his sock and shows it to Paul.

JACK (cont' d)
(stroking the sheath)
Look what Axel gave ne for ny
birthday at Christmas...Isn't it
beauti ful ?

PAUL
Yes. So you're a Christmas baby eh?

JACK
No. .. 23 Decenber.

JACK (cont' d)
Sonmebody might find it in nmy | ocker.

PAUL
Just hide it in the back behind al
t he books you have in there. No one
will | ook back there.
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EXT WOCDS

Oh amld winter day, Jack is wal king slowly on fresh snow
in the woods a short distance fromthe canmpus when he
notices what | ook |ike deer tracks which he foll ows.

A northern hawk ow is staring at himas he wal ks, and soon
the deer also turns to ook at him Jack stands still,
mesneri zed.

Later he discovers the remains of what had been a canpfire
and | oses the deer's tracks. So he circles the canpfire
until he picks up the trail again.

He stops near an aged oak tree and starts throwi ng his
hunting knife at the trunk. After a few attenpts, he
succeeds at sticking the knife. He pulls it out and,
begi nning at the point of the incision, carves a heart.
When finished, he ties a red bandanna around a branch,
and sits at the foot of the tree until he falls asleep.

On his way back, he picks up sone tree |eaves that are still
in perfect condition.

At dusk, approaching the canmpus, he secures the knife inside
hi s sock.

I NT HALLWAY

A fast-forward procession of half a dozen boys entering and
| eaving the nmen's room all still zipping their pants as
they exit. As this nontage of a parade proceeds, nusic from
Can-Can is bl asting.
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I NT CARD ROOM

LEONARD, a heavy set boy with a crew haircut, and Connor are
teachi ng Jack the card game of skat.

LEONARD
(as he shuffles cards)
Skat is a German gane. |'m German so

I know it good, yah.

CONNOR
Stop acting German, Leonard.

LEONARD
You need to renenber |ots of things:
how t he bi ddi ng went, who pl ayed
whi ch cards, and you need to count
points after every trick. You need 61
points to win the hand. Ace is worth
11 points...Connor, show himthe
sheet ... Everyone gets

CONNCR
(interrupting)
10 cards and 2 cards are for the skat
or the kitty.

LEONARD
So the bidding starts. \Whoever w ns
the bid goes agai nst the other two
pl ayers, and gets to | ook at the
skat .

CONNOR
The 4 jacks are the inportant cards.
They're the multipliers. They're
al ways trunp.

Axel approaches the table.

AXEL
VWhat's this?

CONNCR
It's called skat.



CONNCR (cont ' d)
(sneering)
Too hard for you, dummy.

CONNCR (cont ' d)
So you | ook at your hand and if you
have one bl ack jack, you're with 1
If you have two bl ack jacks, you're
with 2. If you also have the jack of
hearts, you're with 3. Al four jacks
you're with 4.

AXEL
Sure you can count up to 10, Connor?

The boys ignore Axel who wal ks away.

LEONARD
And it works in reverse the
same way. Wthout any jacks, you're
wi thout 4. If you only have the jack
of dianmonds, you're without 3, and so
on.

CONNOR
So after you figure out the nunber of
jacks, you add 1 and multiply that
nunber by what each suit is worth, 9
for dianonds, 10 for hearts... like
it says on the sheet. That's how hi gh
you can bid.

24.
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I NT GYM - NI GHT

A basketball ganme is underway against a visiting public high
school team The style of play features junp shots, hook
shots and underhand free throws. Jack and Paul are watching
fromthe stands.

JACK
Do you play?

PAUL
| can't. Only have one eye.
(pointing to it)
The ot her one is gl ass.

JACK
How di d that happen?

PAUL
Soneone on the reservation threw acid
in ny face.

JACK
VWowl . ..
(addi ng qui zzi cal | y)
...\What's a reservation?

PAUL
(realizing Jack
hasn't a cl ue)
It's a bit of |land where Anmerican
Indians live. | grew up on one in
Sout h Dakota, went to an Indian
school run by nuns.

PAUL (cont'd)
The nuns gave ne ny new nane, Paul,
in first grade.

JACK
You had anot her name?



They resunme wat ching the ganme. Jack is eyeing one of the

PAUL
Yeah. TAKODA, which neans "friend to
everyone" in Sioux.l guess that's why
they chose Paul...But |I'mstil
TAKODA at honme. It's actually a
girl's nanme but ny nother insisted.

JACK
(smling and offering
hi s hand)

Pl eased to neet you... TAKCDA.

girls in the stands. Paul notices.

PAUL
(gl ancing in her
di recti on)
This is as close to her as you're
gonna' get.

26.

But when the girl |eaves her seat, Jack gets up and foll ows
her to the Iine at the concession stand but doesn't approach

her.



I NT SOCI AL STUDI ES CLASSROOM

Father Arnold is teaching the Soci al

Cl ass troops

FATHER ARNOLD

W' ve read news about the hydrogen
bonb. .. we' ve heard about the Suprene
Court decision to ban segregation in
public school s..

Today I'd like us to watch the Joe
McCart hy hearings which have been on
television for nearly a nonth now.

out to watch the program

JACK
Who's Joe McCarthy?

MATT
He's a senator who thinks he's found
comm es i n Washi ngt on.

JACK
Commi es?

MATT
Conmuni st s.

St udi es cl ass.

27.
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EXT SKY

A flock of starlings flying higher and higher, weaving their
intricate patterns back and forth agai nst a cloudl ess bl ue
sky.

I NT UNI VERSI TY CAFETERI A

In the cafeteria of the University of Mnitoba during sumrer
session, Jack is the bus boy clearing tables and al so
renovi ng the enpty containers fromthe service |line which he
takes to the di sh-washing room

As he works, he gazes wistfully at the vivaci ous coeds
around him

I NT BASEMENT ROOM HALLWAY - NI GHT

In a wi ndow ess room Jack and an ol der co-worker with whom
he shares the roomare turning in for the night.

JACK
(1 ooki ng at his hands)
My skin I ooks like, | don't know the

wor d.

GUNTHER
A prune.

JACK
Yes. Yes. A prune. Sane word in
French.

GUNTHER
Ask them for gloves tonorrow when we
get our pay.

JACK

| don't get paid.

GUNTHER
VWhat! ... How cone?
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JACK
They send the noney to ny nom

GUNTHER
How ol d are you?

JACK
Fourteen and a hal f.

Gunt her is shaking his head in disbelief.

JACK (cont'd)
Do you mnd if | keep the |ight on
and read for a while?

GUNTHER
Naw. | don't m nd.

Jack settles in under the bed covers and opens his book, The
Last of the Mhicans.

After Qunther falls asleep, Jack gets up, picks up his
roommate' s copy of Playboy and heads to the bat hroom down
the hall.



30.

Act 1|1

EXT CAMPUS

Students return for the beginning of the school year. The
round of hugs and goodbyes is repeat ed.

Jack arrives alone. He is now nearly fifteen. He has grown a
fewinches and is letting his hair grow

I NT BOOKSTORE

In the canpus bookstore, Jack is |ooking at school supplies
on di spl ay.

JACK
Can | have two not ebooks pl ease?

STORE CLERK
VWhat's the nane?

JACK
Br osseau. BROSSEAWU

The clerk flips through index cards until he finds Jack's.

STORE CLERK
Your account's been closed. No noney
left.
Jack | ooks dunbf ounded.
JACK
Wy ?
STORE CLERK

Don't know. Talk to the Dean.
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| NT DEAN S OFFI CE
Jack heads directly to the Dean's office.

JACK
I was at the bookstore to buy sone
things...and ny account is closed.

FATHER STANLEY
(smling)
Jack Brosseau, right? Yes, you were
inm religion class |ast year.

Yes, well you know, you wote to ne
over the summer, saying you wanted
to becone a lay student instead of a
sem nari an. . .

I had to notify your uncle of this
and. . .

JACK
Wy ?

FATHER STANLEY
And he wote back that he would no
| onger support your stay here.

But he did talk to your nother in
Canada and she agreed to pay for your
stay.

So why don't you wite and ask her to

send a check to the Bursar for your
school suppli es.

Jack nods and slowy retreats backward and out of the room
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I NT CHAPEL

It's raining heavily outside as Jack peers into the donation
box just inside the entrance to the chapel. It is totally
gquiet in the chapel as there is no one there.

Water still drips fromhis hair as he works. He is using an
unwound cl ot hes hanger to which he has attached sone wet
chewi ng gum and he uses this tool to pry out dollar bills,
even coi ns.

Each tinme he is about to renove nonies fromthe box, he
gl ances nervously out the front door to nmake sure no one is
appr oachi ng.

Finally satisfied that there is not nmuch noney left, he
steps outside. But it is still raining hard so he goes back
i nside and stands there, unsure what to do next.

He spots the confessional and walks to it. He opens the
cubicle where the priest would sit. There are tiny openings
on each side of the cubicle, each with a sliding panel which
the priest opens or closes depending on whose confession he
is listening to.

Jack enters one side and sits on the step rather than kneel
on it. But after giving it sonme thought, he kneels on the
step and speaks through the latticed opening to the woul d-be
priest, in effect rehearsing his confession.

JACK
(in a low voice,
al nost whi speri ng)
Bl ess nme, Father, for | have sinned.
It's been many nonths since ny | ast
conf essi on.

Fat her, | have had many i npure
t houghts. . .
Fat her, | have stol en.

What have you stolen, ny son?
Money, Fat her.
How rmuch noney?
Not too much. A few dollars.
Have you stol en nore than once, ny
son?
Yes... Four or five tines.
Who did you steal fronf
( MORE)



JACK (cont'd)
From t he donati on box, Father.
Her e?
Yes.

Jack returns to a sitting position on the step,
hi msel f.

33.

smling to
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EXT FOOTBALL FI ELD

During an intramural tackle football ganme, Jack is playing
defensive end. As their B hands off to the runni ng back,
Jack easily flies by his blocker, is about to tackle the
runni ng back, but suddenly stops and lets himrun right by
hi m

I NT/ EXT GYM

As Jack steps on sonme westling mats, four boys on the
wrestling teamgrab himfrom behind intending to throw him
up in the air. Frantic, Jack turns into a kicking beast. He
breaks free and runs through the gymuntil he finds the back
door exit and stands outside panting.
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I NT DORM TORY - NI GHT

Soon after lights out, the boy newy assigned to the bed
next to Jack's, rises quietly and ever so slowy slides his
bed cl oser to Jack's.

He gets back in bed and |ies on his back. He extends his
ri ght hand under Jack's bl anket, exploring Jack's body.

Jack, also on his back, slaps at the novenent under his
bl anket |ike he's swatting a fly.

The boy stops, but as Jack is not noving or saying anyt hing,
he tries again. It takes a little longer this tine, but Jack
sl aps agai n.

The boy turns over on his side facing Jack and reaches his
| eft hand under Jack's bl anket. He nassages the stonmach
first then grabs the penis and just holds it. Jack is no

| onger resisting.

Rhyt hm ¢ novenents follow Faint strains of Bolero (Ravel)
are heard.

Anot her student is heard shuffling down the aisle, obviously
headed to the toilet. As he cones closer, the boy stops
novi ng his hand, and so does the nusic.

The student passes by, the boy continues. The nusic resunes,
a bit louder, an octave higher.

The crescendo of Bol ero coincides with the clinmax.

The boy renoves his hand and wi pes it on Jack's bl anket as
he | eans over and whispers in Jack's ear.

BOY
Don't let the bed bugs bite.
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I NT DORM TORY - DAWN

The next norning, Father Arnold wal ks down the aisles waking
sl eepi ng boys and checki ng under sonme beds. Jack is one of
t he boys di scovered.

It's laundry day and students are dropping off white bags
full of dirty laundry in the | arge hanpers by the door.

Jack clinbs into one of the hanpers and burrows hinself
until he is conpletely hidden by the | aundry bags.

When the dormtory becones quiet, indicating that probably
everyone has |left for Mass, Jack clinbs out.

I NT CHAPEL

The routine norning Mass is in progress. There is an enpty
seat where Jack normally sits.

CONNOR
(l eaning to Leonard)
Were's nature boy?

LEONARD
Don't know

EXT WOODS

Jack is actually in the woods, |ooking up at a murder of
crows circling a tall tree, cawing loudly in unison as they
mourn the death of one of their own.



I NT CARD ROOM

Jack, Connor and Leonard, who had been playi ng skat,
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are now

about to play Hearts with Father Arnold who is shuffling the

deck.

FATHER ARNOLD
Jack is the best hearts player in
school

CONNOR
What makes you say that, Father?

FATHER ARNCLD
He can shoot the noon before you even
realize he's doing it.

CONNOR
Well then, let's play sonething el se.

FATHER ARNOLD
| hear he's pretty good at skat too.

Connor doesn't answer.

FATHER ARNOLD (cont"' d)
Al right, all right, let's play gin.
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I NT BATHROOM

ROGER is snmoking in the nen's roomwhile Jack is the
| ookout. Roger is a school jock, wears his SB letter jacket
ever ywher e.

At a signal from Jack, Roger throws his butt in the bow,
flushes the toilet and waves at the snoke, then goes to wash
hi s hands. Jack waves at what little is left of the snoke
and strides out the door. But the Brother is already

di sappearing down the hall, so he wal ks back in.

ROCGER
Eh, why don't we go for a swimbefore
this Indian sutmer is over?
" mso bored working out in the gym

JACK
Hm .. OK, after ny chem cl ass.
| NT CHEM STRY CLASSROOM

In chemstry class, FATHER GERARD is setting up a 16nmm novi e
proj ect or.

FATHER GERARD

Today we'll to watch an industrial
docunentary from Shell GI. It's
nostly a tour of one of their
refineries. | don't know that you'l
want to becone a chem cal engi neer
after watching it, but you'll learn
sonet hi ng.

Matt, can you |l ower the screen, and
can sonmeone draw the blinds.

As the novie begins, Father |eaves and heads to the
t eachers' | ounge.

MATT
Eh Frenchie, you do sentry duty
t oday!
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Jack, responding to his nicknane, stands and goes to the
cl assroom door and peers out.

Meanwhil e, Matt is conmbing his hair as he rifles through a
Nat i onal Geographic until he finds nude girls and passes the
magazi ne to the student next to himand soon a group of
students are gawking at the pictures.

EXT WOODS

Jack and Roger are leaving the | ake and walk to a sunny but

i sol ated spot in the woods nearby. As he dries hinself Roger
takes off his swmsuit and Jack follows suit. Roger flexes
his muscles and draws his stonmach in. They spread out their

bl anket, sit down and both |ight cigarettes.

Roger reaches over and taps Jack's penis top a couple tines.

ROGER
Do you play with yourself yet?

Jack doesn't answer.

ROGER (cont' d)
(as he | ooks at
Jack's grow ng penis)
Sure you do. Sure.
Eh 1'lIl do you, if you'll do ne.

Still sitting side by side and now cl osely facing each
ot her, they masturbate one anot her.

JACK
Do | get a prize if |I do you first?

Roger is breathing hard and doesn't answer.

JACK (cont'd)
"Do unto others...
(toget her)
as you would have them do unto you."

They both burst out | aughing.



JACK (cont'd)

"So the | ast shal
first |ast"

(closing refrain of Hallelujah,
Messi ah)

be first, and the

Hal | el uj ah from Handel ' s

40.
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EXT H GAVWAY

We see enpty classroons and study halls. It's the weekend.
Jack, SAM and two ot her boys nmeet up to hitchhike to the
nearby town. Samis suave | ooking, with slicked down hair
and a fake cigar al nost permanently stuck in his nouth.

SAM
Everybody got their perns?

ALL
Yeah, yeah.

They take up different positions to attract a ride,
sonmetines lining up closely and directly behi nd one anot her,
or with Jack, who's the snmallest, riding on soneone's

shoul ders, or all arranged in a circle as if they're playing
cards, with one boy sticking out his thunb while seenming to
conti nue playing, not even glancing back at incom ng
traffic.

Finally a pick up truck stops for themand they all pile in
the bed. The driver yells out his w ndow.

DRI VER
Where do | drop you off?

SAM
Ahh... we'll junp out downtown.

The boys are whooping and hollering. One throws his enpty
Coke bottle out the side of the road.

| NT BAR
In town the boys are shooting pool and drinking beer.

BARTENDER
(addressi ng Jack at
t he bar)
Haven't seen you before?

JACK
It's nmy first time here.
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BARTENDER
Well here's your Coke.

(wi nking as he slides
hima pewter nug of
beer)

Got it?

JACK
Yeah, sure.

He grinmaces at the taste of the beer and joins the boys at
pool . Dollar bets are being made, bills thrown on the felt
tabl e before each gane.

Sam wal ks over to the jukebox and picks Shake, Rattle & Rol
(Elvis) and all the boys start dancing and gyrating around
the pool table. One lies down on it and rolls until he falls
of f but lands on his feet.

As they are preparing to | eave and putting away the cues,
t he bartender asks.

BARTENDER
Where you all going now?

JACK
To the novies. W're gonna' see
20, 000 Leagues under the Sea!

SAM
Jack says we're gonna' be inside a
submarine for two hours. Wat a
flick!
Better piss now, guys!



I NT CARD ROOM

In the card room back at school, Jack, Roger and Sam are
pl ayi ng hearts with CONNOR who is dealing cards.

ROGER
Cone on. Gve nme that bitch.

CONNOR
Do you al ways have to use protection
when you're doing it with a girl?

ROGER
Hel | no.

SAM
It's up to the girl.

SAM (cont ' d)
Just keep a Trojan in your wallet.

JACK
What's a Trojan?

CONNOR
It's a prophylactic.

SAM
He means a condom You roll it over
your pecker Connor if yours is big
enough.

CONNOR

How long is it supposed to take, you
know, inside a girl?

SAM
That's up to you

CONNOR
What do you nean?

SAM
You make it last as |long as you can.
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CONNOR
What about when you do it to
your sel f?

SAM
Sane thing.

CONNOR

How | ong does it take you, Roger?
Bef ore Roger can reply, Jack pipes in.

JACK
For. .. ever.

Roger imredi ately sl aps Jack's face.

Looki ng off to one side, stunned but not responding, Jack
sits still while the other boys stare at the table. Roger
is assenbling his cards as if nothing has happened. Jack
gets up and wal ks away.

EXT SHOOTI NG RANGE

Jack has joined the Rifle club and is prone al ongsi de
several other nenbers, all shooting at targets propped up
agai nst an out door enbanknent.

I NT CHAPEL

Samis standing watch at the door to the chapel as Jack is
intent on relieving the donati on box again.

SAM
I I'ike your con-trap-tion. Do you
have sonething for robbing banks?

Bef ore Jack can answer, Sam bursts in and they both run to
hi de on each side of the vacant confessional booth just as
Fat her Arnol d enters the chapel.



As Fat her wal ks down the center aisle headed for the

sacristy, he notices one of the confessional
novi ng. He slows down briefly but continues,

curtains
t hen changes

his mnd, turns and wal ks to the confessional, where he

di scovers Jack kneeling on the step.

FATHER ARNCLD

Jack, what, what are you doing here?

JACK

Practicing ny confession, Father.

FATHER ARNOLD
You need practice?

JACK
Yes. It's been a long tine.

FATHER ARNOLD
(wavi ng hi m out)
Cone on, come on. Get out. Get
to canpus.

back

Jack | eaves the confessional and Father continues to the
sacristy. Sam who has heard everything, hurries to join

Jack outside. They have a good | augh.

45.



46.

EXT H GAVWAY

Jack is hitchhiking near the M nneapolis-St.Paul airport.
A kindly | ooking cab driver stops for him

CAB DRI VER
Going to the airport?

JACK
Yes, but | don't have nobney to pay
you.

CAB DRI VER

That's OK. Get in.

I NT/ EXT Al RPORT
Jack is rushing up to the Northwest Airlines counter.

JACK
(arriving and wavi ng
his ticket)

After glancing at his ticket and | ooking Jack up and down,
the ticket agent picks up the phone and speaks briefly.

AGENT
(hangi ng up)
Gate 12. Hurry. They're waiting for
you.

Jack runs to the gate and out to the apron and sees that the
smal | prop plane has stopped before reaching the approach to
the runway, and is in the process of lowering its stairs.

Jack continues running, reaches the stairs as the plane door
opens and a stewardess appears.



47.

I NT BANK

At a Bank of Mntreal branch, Jack is answering phone calls
fromcomercial custoners calling in their orders for cash
to neet payroll.

JACK
K, let ne repeat your order: 47
twenty dollar bills, 25 ten dollar
bills, 8 five dollar bills, 35
singles, 60 quarters, 40 dines and
100 penni es.
Is that correct?... Yes, that will be
ready anytine after noon today.

No sooner has Jack hung up, the phone rings again.

JACK (cont'd)
Bank of Montreal, Payroll section.
Can | hel p you?

EXT SI DEWALK

Jack is sitting on the sidewal k steps of an apart nment
buil ding. An older boy sits with himbut they are not
tal king, just watching the steady rain.

JACK
| guess | should go visit ny nother.

Finally, the boy stands and retreats inside the building.

EXT PORCH

On the first floor of a two-story row house, Jack is

rel axing on the front porch with his nother who is dressed
all in white. Fromthe porch they can see an old man, who
appears to be suffering fromdenentia, wandering about the
apartnment nuttering "spasibo, spasibo".

MOTHER
(in French)
Il marche comme ca toute |la journee.
( MORE)



MOTHER (cont' d)
(He wal ks around Iike
this all day)

JACK
QuU' est ce que ca veut dire spasi bo?
(What does it nean
spasi bo?)

MOTHER
(in her best English)
It means Thank you. It's Russian.

48.



49.

EXT Al RPORT - NI GHT

A propel ler plane |ands at M nneapolis-St. Paul airport.

I NT ENGLI SH CLASSROOM

A priest strides into the classroom and addresses the class
after standi ng behind his desk.

FATHER BART
This is senior English and ny name is
Fat her Barthol onew, but you can cal

me Father Bart. |'mfrom Uganda, in
West Africa, and this is ny first
year here.

As Fat her surveys his students, he glances briefly at Jack

and smles. He turns toward the bl ackboard and a student in
t he back takes the opportunity to whisper "Father Fart" as

he sinul ates one by using his hand under his arnpit.

A few students chuckle, but Father Bart ignores the noi se.

FATHER BART (cont' d)
St. Benedict is a college prep and
the nost inportant thing you can
learn here is howto wite papers.
You may think you al ready know how,
but we'll see, we'll see.
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| NT STUDY HALL
Students enter study hall to do their evening s honmeworKk.

SAM
(in a low voice)
Eh Frenchie, let's go watch Dragnet
at 8:00.

JACK
We'l| get caught.

SAM
Naw, Brother Justin thinks you just
need to use the bathroom and forgets
about you.

Jack is hesitating.

JACK

You like to take risks, don't you.
SAM

Cone on chicken. I'lIl go first at 10

to 8.

They take their seats and Brother Justin who is the prefect
that night arrives and steps up to a raised platformthat
over|l ooks the entire study hall.

At the agreed tinme, first Samand five mnutes |ater Jack
rise and raise their hands to obtain perm ssion from Brot her
Justin to | eave study hall.

But unknown to them Brother has jotted down their nanes.

INT TV ROOM - NI GHT

Jack and Sam are watching Dragnet intently when Brother
Justin enters and quietly |ocks the door behind him He taps
Sam on the shoul der and as soon as Samturns his head,
Brother throws three quick jabs at his face. Sam knows
better than to retaliate but Jack has w tnessed the punches.
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BROTHER JUSTI N
(turning to Jack)
You. To ny office.

INT OFFI CE - N GHT

Brother Justin first considers a cane, but settles on a
| eat her belt.

BROTHER JUSTI N
Pull down your pants and get on your
knees agai nst that chair.

Brot her delivers half a dozen neasured strokes.

BROTHER JUSTI N (cont' d)
You can go back to study hall.

Jack pulls up his pants and as he passes Brother Justin he
mutters.

JACK
Thank you.

I NT STUDY HALL - NI GHT

Jack is mad at hinself for having said "Thank you". He turns
to | ook back at Brother Justin until their eyes neet and
Jack gives hima nasty | ook.



I NT DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Sever a

having their eveni ng neal.

Thanksgi vi ng com ng up.

Yeah, turkey day.

| wonder... what if the pilgrins
couldn't catch any turkeys?

They' d probably have to settle for
sar di nes.

Whul d t hey cook thenf?

Probably just stuff themin the
mashed pot at oes.

There were no sardi nes back then. But
t hey coul d' ve got deer neat fromthe
| ndi ans.

Yeah, and we'd be eating veni son now.

I wonder what they drank?

Well it wasn't French chanpagne
that's for sure.

I ndi an cocktails.

52.

students, nostly upperclassnen, sit at a |long table
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I ndi an cocktail s?

Yeah sure, rum and bl ood.

I NT ENGLI SH CLASSROOM

Father Bart is striding up and down the classroom ai sl es
di stributing the students' papers.

FATHER BART
(as he hands Jack his
paper)
One of you wote about his father's
deat h.

I NT LI VI NG ROOM ( FLASHBACK)

In the Montreal living room Jacques is sitting on the floor
readi ng Les Trois Muusquetaires (The Three Misketeers) which
he has taken fromthe glass bookcase in front of him

Suddenly his dad stands up fromhis desk and col |l apses in a
heap.

JACQUES
(rushing to him
Mamam Manmanml Papa a tonbe a terre!
(Mom Mom Dad fell on the floor!

Hs nmomand little sister rush in fromthe kitchen and
scream over and over

I NT ENGLI SH CLASSROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Fat her gently places his hand on Jack's shoul der and
continues until he faces the class from behind his desk.

FATHER BART
But many of you wote stories that

just didn't ring true.
( MORE)
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FATHER BART (cont'd)
We' Il be studying essays now, but for
your next short story try to wite
about your own personal experiences.
It can be very liberating. It's al so
easier than witing fiction...
usual l'y.

I NT PHYSI CS CLASSROOM

A stern | ooking Father Werner is teaching Physics and
witing on the blackboard.

Li ke nost of the students in the class, Jack is not paying
attention and stares out the wi ndow. Before Father can
finish, Jack asks to be excused.

JACK
Father, | need to use the bathroom

Fat her Werner waves hi m of f.

I NT BATHROOM

Still fully clothed, Jack sits on the toilet snoking, taking
his sweet tinme, weakly waving each tinme he bl ows out snoke,
then returns to cl ass.

I NT PHYSI CS CLASSROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Jack returns just as class is ending. He goes to his desk to
retrieve his books and, as he is |eaving, Father Werner
calls him

FATHER WERNER
Br osseau.

Jack stops near the door and | ooks back.
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FATHER WERNER (cont' d)
I know you have no interest in
Physi cs, but you ought to know that
you're in danger of failing ny class.

Fat her turns to the bl ackboard and continues erasing his
entries. He has nothing to add so Jack shrugs and | eaves.

EXT WOODS

Jack is in the snow woods again, searching for deer tracks
but not finding any. He returns to canmpus past a decorated
Christmas tree in front of the chapel and heads to the gym

I NT GYM
Jack tries a few | ayups.

He listlessly throws up sone free throws at the basket but
soon | eaves.



EXT CAMPUS

Father Bart is wal king hurriedly and al nost collides wth
Jack as they both turn a corner.

FATHER BART
Sorry!

JACK
My fault. | was |ooking at the
gr ound.

FATHER BART
You're still here?

JACK
I have to stay on canpus this
Chri st mas.

FATHER BART
Onh.

JACK
| was just at the library but it's
cl osed.

FATHER BART

I have a bookcase full... | have to
go now, but why don't you stop by ny
room after dinner and you can borrow
sone.

(wal ki ng away)
Au revoir non enfant.

(See you later ny

chi | d)
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I NT DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Alone in the dining room Jack is served a neal by an ol der

| ady.

MARY
BBQ chi cken. At |least you're getting
what the Fathers and Brothers are
eati ng.

MARY (cont'd)
Then you'll get leftover turkey after
Chri st mas.
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I NT FATHER BART'S ROOM - NI GHT

Jack knocks and Father opens the door. He is wearing a white
cotton bat hrobe over his pajama bottom Gegorian chant is
pl ayi ng on the turntable.

FATHER BART
Cone in. Cone in. What did they serve
you at di nner?

JACK
BBQ chi cken. The same thing you had.

FATHER BART
(pointing to the
bookcase)
Take a | ook. | reconmend sonet hi ng by
Hem ngway or Faul kner, but you can
have whatever strikes your fancy.

As Jack peruses the books, Father Bart is pouring wine in
two gl asses.

FATHER BART (cont'd)
Have sone of this excell ent Cabernet.

Jack accepts the wi ne and notices sonme nude charcoa
drawi ngs on Father Bart's desk.

JACK
What are those?

FATHER BART
I"'mtrying. But | wish | had a nodel

Jack sits on the bed, with the two books he has picked.

FATHER BART (cont'd)
It nmust be hard for you to spend two
weeks al one on canpus.

JACK
Yeah. Nothing to do but read, or go
wal k in the woods.
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FATHER BART
Wuld you like to be a nodel ?

JACK
You nean for advertising?

FATHER BART
Yes. But | nean now. For ny sketches.

JACK
(hesi tating)
K

FATHER BART
Al'l right...You can keep your shorts
on. And just lie down on the bed
facing the wall.

As Jack starts undressing, Father gets an extra pillow from
the closet. Jack |lies down and | ooks out the w ndow where
the wind is pushing | eaves al ong the ground and whi ppi ng
snow agai nst the w ndow pane.

Fat her brings himanother glass of wine and returns to his
dr awi ng.

When the Gregorian chant ends, Father puts an Erik Satie
record of solitary piano on the turntable.

FATHER BART (cont' d)
Do you know that | also give nusic
| essons?

JACK
(soundi ng interested)
Real | y? What instrunment?

FATHER BART
Piano. Wuld you Iike sone | essons
over Christnmas break?

JACK
Unh... yes maybe. ..

A few nonents pass in silence.
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JACK (cont'd)
Cee...l"mgetting sl eepy.

Fat her continues sketching, then opens a book on his desk
and reads, occasionally glancing at Jack.

Fat her quietly gets an extra pillow fromthe cl oset and
brings it to the bed where Jack has now apparently fallen
asl eep. Father |l eans over himto nmake sure. He takes off his
bat hr obe and pajama and slowy clinbs in bed, positioning

hi rsel f between Jack and the wall.

CUT TO
A lone fawn with its nother seen by a nighttinme canera.
RETURN TO:

Father is caressing Jack ever so gently, sliding his hand
over his entire body.

CUT TGO
The piercing yell ow eyes of a night ow.
RETURN TGO
Father is slowy | owering Jack's underwear.
CUT TGO

A star-lit sky. A child s voice sings sweetly.

Twi nkle, twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,
Li ke a dianmond in the sky.

As Fat her continues stroking Jack, the boy begins to stir.
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JACK (cont'd)
(boundi ng out of bed)
Gonna' be sick.

He rushes out the door to get to the toilet in the hall.

Fat her gets out of bed and puts on his bathrobe. He gathers
up Jack's cl ot hes and books.

I NT BATHROOM - NI GHT

Jack is still kneeling over the toilet bow as Father
enters.

FATHER BART
Are you okay, son?

FATHER BART (cont'd)
I"msorry | gave you so nmuch w ne

FATHER BART (cont'd)
| brought your clothes and the books
you picked out. And a towel so you
can take a shower.
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| NT HALLWAY

A group of students are gathered in front of a bulletin
board notice announci ng the baseball players left on the
team Anmong themare Matt and ROBBIE, the very picture of a
sweet soul .

MATT
Eh, will you | ook at that. Frenchie
made the first cut.

ROBBI E
He wants to play for the Gophers.

MATT
(chuckl i ng)
Yeah right, go-fer it.

ROBBI E
Seriously. He told ne he wants to
major in forestry there.

MATT
Onh, a Park Ranger. Sure.

ROBBI E
No, he wants to be in one of those
fire | ookout towers.

MATT
Ugh. What a bore. He'd be playing
solitaire all day up there.

EXT BASEBALL FI ELD

The baseball teamis holding practice. Jack is batting but
strikes out on three consecutive curve balls.



EXT MONTREAL STREETS ( FLASHBACK)

10-year-ol d Jacques is smling as he plays catch with his
dad across the street.

I NT HALLWAY
Robbi e and Jack are heading to cl ass.

ROBBI E
You're growi ng sideburns like Elvis?

JACK
Trying. It's taking forever.

JACK (cont'd)
| struck out three tines yesterday.

ROBBI E
Who was pitching?

JACK
| don't know

ROBBI E
Probably Jason our best pitcher.

JACK
I think I'I'l just try out for the
track team

63.



64.

I NT TEACHERS LOUNGE

Fat her Gerard and Father Werner, the two science teachers,
are discussing their students.

FATHER GERARD
You failing anyone this ternf

FATHER WERNER
Just one. So far.

FATHER GERARD
Better students this year for sone
reason.

Fat her Bart enters and pours hinself a coffee.

FATHER WERNER
Fat her Bart, how s your young
pr ot ege?

Fat her Bart | ooks away and doesn't reply.

Fat her Werner and Father CGerard | ook at each with know ng
sm | es.

EXT TRACK FI ELD

In a conpetition with a nei ghboring school, runners are
lining up for the 880-yard (half-mle) run

Jack is off like the jackrabbit that he is and opens up a
| arge lead, nearly 40 yards by the second turn. He naintains
that | ead as the runners conplete the first |ap.

Fans on the infield are cheering the runners on.

But the pack slowy and steadily catch up with himand, as
they turn for home, pass a rapidly fading Jack who finishes
dead | ast .
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JACK
(panting but addressing the coach)
Sorry, coach

COACH
You took off pretty fast. Wiy don't
you give the 220 a try?

I NT DORM TORY - NI GHT
Jack holds a flashlight under the covers so he can read
Hem ngway's The A d Man and the Sea.

EXT SOFTBALL FI ELD

Jack is playing second base. The pitcher wal ks the first
batter. Next a fly ball is hit to the outfield for a routine
out. Followed by a ground ball hit to the shortstop who
relays it to Jack who conpletes the double play to first.

He raises his armin triunph, smling back at the shortstop.
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EXT GYM
It's graduation day!

Parents, friends and relatives are mlling about outside the
gym much like they did at the start of the school year,
except that the Seniors are now in caps and gowns.

Connor, Sam and Matt are together wth Robbie and Jack, a
bit apart fromthe group, discussing their future.

CONNOR

You deci de on coll ege yet?
SAM

Yeah, 1'm headed to Warton.
CONNOR

Where's that?
SAM

Phil l'y. Phil adel phi a.
CONNOR

What are you gonna' major in?
SAM

Ganbl i ng.
CONNOR

(laughing with
everyone who heard)
How about you Matt?

MATT
Wher ever. Whoever gives ne a
basket bal | schol ar shi p.

CONNOR
Anybody for |aw or pre-ned?
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MATT
Henry is pre-ned. But he'll probably
wi nd up in nursing school so he can
be around girls all day.

ROBBI E
(in alowvoice to
Jack)
I's your nmom here?

Jack shakes his head, obviously disappointed.

JACK
She has to work.

CONNOR
What about you Frenchie?

JACK
Don't know. Maybe M nnesot a.

Everyone starts filing in for Commencenent.

I NT GYM

SPEAKER
...V will now call each Senior to
step up and accept their well-earned
di pl onas.

SPEAKER (cont' d)
Thomas Adl er

Thomas proceeds to the stand in center court and receives
his certificate.

SPEAKER (cont' d)
Roger Butwei l er.

SAM
Ki ck butt!
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Jack notices that the student in the row below himis
exam ning his diplom so Jack leans forward to | ook at it
t 0o.

SPEAKER
Jack Brosseau!

Jack wal ks over, accepts his diplom, shakes hands and
returns to his seat. When he opens the diploma, he sees that
the forminside is blank. Nothing has been filled in.

EXT GYM CAMPUS/ HALLWAY

After two or three nore seniors are called, Jack slinks out
of the gymand runs toward the main building. He clinbs the
stairs to the 2nd floor and enters the first classroom he
sees.

I NT CLASSROOM HALLWAY

He slunps in a chair and cries violently, releasing his
pent -up anger and frustration. He takes off his gown and
throws it to the corner of the room

But gradually he regains his conposure and sl owy paces
around t he desks.

Keeping his cap in one hand and grasping his diploma with
the other, he | eaves the room and resolutely wal ks down the
hal | way, up the stairs to the 3rd floor and knocks at the
Dean of Students roombut there is no answer. So he sits on
a bench outside the door, waiting.

A few mnutes later, Father Stanley arrives and signals Jack
into his office.

I NT DEAN S OFFI CE

Fat her goes directly to sit behind his desk.
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JACK
Way is ny di pl ona bl ank?

FATHER STANLEY
(hesitating searching
for words)

You know... you failed Physics... so
you didn't have enough credits t
gr aduat e.

JACK

But | had extra credits in Latin from
nmy ot her school .

FATHER STANLEY
We don't offer Latin here at St.
Benedi ct, but we did apply those
Latin credits, so you didn't have to
do freshman year

There is a long silence. Father can see that Jack is
shatt er ed.

FATHER STANLEY (cont' d)
(in a soft voice)
You can pass Physics, and | know you
can...at any public high school and

we' |l grant you your diplonma..
Because you have a bright future at
col | ege.

I NT HALLWAY/ PHYSI CS CLASSROOM

As Jack wal ks back down the hallway, he passes by the
Physics room He stops, turns and enters the room He finds
some chal k and, holding it so the entire chalk contacts the
bl ackboard, he scratches a huge "F" filling the entire
sur f ace.

JACK
Your grade, Father Werner.
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EXT CAMPUS

Fol  owi ng the graduation cerenony, cars are headed off
canpus with Seniors still celebrating, hooting and hollering
with some tossing their caps out the car w ndows.

I NT DORM TORY

Meanwhi | e, Jack is packing his duffel bag and nanages to get
everything in. He has no qual ns about securing his hunting
knife around his belt, then he whips it out like a Western
outlaw drawing his gun. He returns the knife to its sheath
and reaches up to take down the enpty battered suitcase from
the top of his |ocker and lays it down on the floor. He's
about to kick it down the aisle, but changes his m nd and
puts it inside the |ocker.

EXT WOODS

After dropping off his duffel bag at the edge of the
fam | iar woods, Jack searches for the red bandanna he had
tied to a branch three years earlier. He has sone difficulty
| ocating it, but when he finds it he sees that it's none the
worse for wear, so he ties it around his head |Indian style.
He sits at the foot of the tree, cross legged in a
nmeditative state, listening to the forest sounds.

EXT WOODS/ H GHWAY

Jack retraces his steps, picks up his bag and wal ks to the
hi ghway.

EXT/ | NT H GHWAY/ CAR

Wth the road now nearly enpty of cars, in the far distance
Jack is seen hitchhiking, his bag at his feet, wearing pink
corduroys and his | eather jacket.
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A '57 Chevy convertible driven by a m ddl e-aged nan stops to
pick himup and Jack settles in. Sinatra's |'ve Got You
Under My Skin is playing on the radio.

Jack doesn't

MAN
Wher e you headed?

JACK
Ai rport.

JACK (cont'd)
Ni ce wheel s.

MAN
I was gonna' get the Nomad station
wagon, but when | went to the
deal ership | just couldn't resist the
converti bl e.

MAN (cont' d)
Do you go to St. Benedict?
JACK
Yeah.
MAN

Year's over, eh?

JACK
Yep.
MAN
What year are you in?
JACK
Seni or.
MAN

Ch, so you've just graduated!

answer. The driver gathers that the

conversation is over and they fall silent.

After some exchanges of sideways gl ances, the driver slides
hi s hand on Jack's thigh, making small tentative novenents.
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JACK
(gl anci ng out the
Wi ndow)
Better pull over and close the top.
MAN
Good idea. Does |look like it m ght

rain.

The driver pulls over to the side of the road, gets out,
closes the top and gets back in the car. \Wen he resunes
fondling Jack's thigh, Jack takes his hunting knife out of
its sheath on his right hip and gently slides the knife
under the man's hand and lifts the hand off his |eg.

The man resunes driving in silence and at the next crossroad
he turns right and stops on the corner. Jack exits with his
bag.

EXT H GHVWAY

After crossing the road Jack continues hitchhiking. There is
little traffic in either direction.

EXT/ | NT H GHWAY/ CAR

A pretty 18-year old brunette is driving a 1950 Ford coupe.
Chuck Berry's Roll Over Beethoven is playing on the radio.
She passes Jack but changes her m nd.

A RL
(speaking to herself)
That's just a kid, and he's got
baggage.

She stops the car nearly a hundred yards past Jack and backs
up.

G RL (cont'd)
" mnot going far.

JACK
That' s OK



Jack nods.

A RL
(as Jack enters)
Where you headed?

JACK
Airport.

G RL
Think you'll make your flight?

JACK
Probably not. Haven't had nuch | uck
hitching. Al nost mssed ny flight
| ast summer so | got an open ticket
this time, so it doesn't matter
But yeah, | mght have to sleep in
the airport.

G RL
Were you flying to?

JACK
Canada. Mbontr eal

A RL
(curious)

You speak French?

G RL (cont'd)
I took French in high school, | just
gr aduat ed.
Je parle un petit peu (I speak a
little).

JACK
Tres bien. C est beau. (Very good.
That's beautiful)

G RL
What grade are you in?
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JACK
Seni or.

Jack quickly reaches for the book on the dashboard,
Salinger's Catcher in the Rye.

G RL
Have you read it?

JACK
No.

G RL

You should read it. It's great. Al
about a boy about your age in New
Yor k.

G RL (cont'd)
What do you I|ike?

JACK
| like to talk to strangers.

The girl is surprised, thinking he would nanme a book.

G RL
Well, I"'ma stranger. So talk to ne.

74.
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| NT/ EXT RESTAURANT/ HI GHVWAY

As the sun sets, Jack and the girl are eating in a booth in
the far corner of a roadside restaurant. Jack is waving his
arnms and tal ki ng excitedly.

The canera discretely backs away and out to the deserted
hi ghway.

ACT 111
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EXT/ | NT RESTAURANT/ CAR - NI GHT

At nightfall, the neon lights of the restaurant go on and
t he young coupl e saunter out of the restaurant in high
spirits.

In the Ford coupe, Jack takes advantage of the bunper seat
and snuggl es up to Eva.

EVA
New Yor k, here we cone!

JACK
But first, our dirty laundry.

Jack reaches into his duffel bag, takes out a dream catcher
and hangs it around the rear view mrror.

JACK (cont'd)
| got this fromny friend Paul at
school. He's an Indian. The only one

t here.
EVA

Is he still there?
JACK

No. He graduated a coupl e years ago.
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| NT/ EXT LAUNDROVAT - NI GHT

They are each stuffing their dirty clothes into separate
washers.

EVA
Do you need detergent?

JACK
Yeabh.

He approaches Eva who hands himthe detergent as Jack feeds
her machi ne with coins.

EVA
Gee, thanks.

JACK
Yours are all nen's cl othes?

EVA
My brother's.

JACK
That's nice of you.

EVA
Least | can do. He lets ne use his
car when he doesn't need it.

JACK
(surprised)
So the car is his?

EVA
Yeah.

JACK
How ol d' s your brother?

EVA
23.
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Jack finishes adding detergent and coins to his machi ne and
joins Eva who is already sitting. A young couple within
heari ng di stance are having a discussion.

MAN
...SO what that they ruled 9-0. It
won't make any difference.

WOVAN
What do you nean?

MAN
Eh, people want to be with their own
kind. All the white kids will stay in
their schools, and the col ored kids
Wil stay in theirs. Nothing wll

change.
JACK
(yel l'i ng back)
You nean, |ike Indians want to stay

on the reservations?

MAN
(hesi tant)
What's that got to do with it?

JACK
(di sm ssive)
Never m nd.

WOVAN
But the schools have to follow the
new | aw.

MAN

They' Il get around it. O they'l|
just take their sweet tine to do
anyt hi ng.

Jack lights a cigarette and turns to Eva.

JACK
Did you take G vics or Soci al
St udi es?



EVA
Yeah. W had the sane argunent that
t hey' re havi ng.

EVA (cont' d)
(wanting to change
t he subj ect)
Let's play the Secrets gane!

JACK
VWhat is it?

EVA
We tell each other things we've kept
to ourselves, things that no one el se
knows, or only very few people.
Sone of us played it in school.

JACK
K. You start.

EVA
No, you start.

JACK
It was your idea.
EVA
K. K |I'"mJew sh.
JACK
That's a secret?
EVA
Pretty much. | nean nobody at schoo
knew.
EVA (cont' d)

My dad's Swedi sh but nmy nonmis Jew sh
so that nakes ne a Jew. But we don't
go to tenple.

EVA (cont' d)
Your turn.
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JACK
Ah. ..l robbed the donation box at
chapel .
EVA
(giving Jack a hard

| ook)
Real | y? Do you do this often?

JACK
Yeah.

EVA
Regul arly?

JACK

Every Sunday after Mass. But no nore,
now t hat school's over

They both remain silent after this revel ation.

EVA
(changi ng the subject)
I"'mso excited we're going to New
Yor k.

JACK
Me too.

JACK (cont'd)
(poi ntedl y)
Too bad we can't use the car.

EVA
Oh but hitchhiking will be fun. And
we can take buses if we have to. |
got a lot of noney for graduation.

JACK
Wonder if | can get a refund for ny
ticket.

EVA
Didn't you say it's an open ticket?

80.
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JACK
Yes.
EVA
No probl emthen.
JACK
So we'll go to Mnneapolis first and

"Il cash it in.
They sit quietly for a while until Eva stands up.

EVA
I need to get sone fresh air. It's so
hot in here.

She heads for the door but Jack stays sitting.

Qut si de, Eva takes deep breaths and | ooks at the sky
dream ly.

I nside, Jack rises and goes to the nen's room

The washer stops and Eva reenters the roomto nove her
clothes to the dryer, then adds Jack's clothes just as he
appr oaches.

EVA (cont'd)
Got any nore change?
JACK
Sure.
EVA

Feed t he beast then.

She goes back outside and Jack joins her after starting the
dryer.

EVA (cont' d)
I nstead of spending noney on a notel
you could sleep in the car if you
want. | can just leave it in the
driveway.
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JACK

Your brother won't nind?
EVA

'l tell him
EVA (cont' d)

Shoul d we buy sl eepi ng bags?

JACK
| suppose so. Never know where we'l
wi nd up at night.

EVA
We'l|l do that as soon as the stores
open in the norning...Actually, after
I go to nmy bank
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I NT EVA' S Kl TCHEN
Eva is witing a note to her brother.

"Erik, going to New York with a friend. Tell nom and dad.
Love, Eva"

She |l eaves it next to the coffee pot, pours a glass of
orange juice and picks a couple of donuts fromthe fridge
and heads out the door, picking up her backpack on the way.

EXT/ I NT DRI VEWAY/ CAR

She knocks on the back wi ndow to wake up Jack. She hands him
the orange juice and donuts, tosses her backpack in the
trunk and joins himon the backseat.

EVA
Donuts are only a day ol d.
Sleep wel | ?

JACK
Oh sure. | can sleep anywhere.
EVA
| couldn't sleep so | got up and
packed.
JACK

VWhat tinme is it?

EVA
About 7.
EVA (cont' d)
We have three hours to kill before

t he stores open.

JACK
How far is M nneapolis?

EVA
About 20 ml es.
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JACK
We could drive to the airport and
cash in ny ticket.

EVA
Good i dea.

They nove to the front seat and Jack renoves the dream
catcher, puts it back in his bag.

JACK
You going to college in Septenber?
EVA
Yeah.
JACK
Wher e?
EVA

| applied to a few snooty col |l eges on
t he East Coast.



85.

I NT SPORTI NG GOODS STORE

They are wal king the aisles in the canping equi pnent section
| ooki ng for sleeping bags.

EVA
Don't think | want to cook.

JACK
Takes too nuch stuff.

Poki ng at sl eeping bags, Eva finds a doubl e.

EVA
Let's get a double. That'll save us
sone noney.

Jack is surprised but is nore than wlling.

JACK
Sur e.

At the checkout they both pull out their traveler's cheques.

JACK (cont' d)
We'll use m ne.

CASH ER
Your 1D pl ease.

Jack hands him his Canadi an passport.

CASHI ER (cont' d)
You | ook pretty young there.

JACK
| was 13.

Eva hands Jack sonme cash and the cashier hands the passport
back to Jack but Eva grabs it and opens it.

EVA
Cute...My God, you're still underage.
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Jack | ooks sheepi sh and takes his passport from her. He
signs a cheque and gets sone cash back.

JACK
Let's hit the road.

EXT STREETS

Now wal ki ng backwards while trying to hitch a ride out of
town, they notice a drugstore.

JACK
| need to get sonething in there.

EVA
(as they approach the
entrance)
["'mtired. I'Il just wait for you on
this bench.

I NT DRUGSTORE

Jack buys condons and pays cash. The cashier is an old man
and | ooks incredul ous at the purchase but takes the noney.

CASHI ER
(to his co-worker)
Ki ds t hese days!

On the way out, Jack sees a collection of paperbacks on a
circular stand. G eat Books of the Western World. He stops
to take a | ook and sel ects The Great Gatsby, goes back to
pay for it.

EXT/ I NT DRUGSTORE/ PHONE BOOTH

Just outside the drugstore, Eva is talking in a phone booth
so Jack sits on the bench waiting.

We pick up the ongoi ng conversati on.



Dead sil ence.

EVA
Aunt Stella, I"'mcomng with a boy.
Is that OK?

AUNT STELLA

Oh. Who is he?

EVA
Just a friend. He just graduated too.

AUNT STELLA
VWhat's his nane?

EVA
Jack. Jack Brosseau.

AUNT STELLA
Jack who?

EVA
Br osseau.

AUNT STELLA

Is that French?

EVA
French Canadi an.

AUNT STELLA
I think he should stay at the Y.

Anot her pause.

EVA
OK... I"I'l tell him

EVA (cont' d)
Auntie, 1'Il call when we get to New
Yor k.

EVA (cont' d)

No, but we m ght stop on the way.
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EVA (cont' d)
Bye Auntie. Got to run.

Eva hangs up but stays in the booth for a nonent. Wen she
exits, she is |ooking at the ground, obviously disappointed.

JACK
Who was that?

EVA
My aunt Stella in New York...She says
you need to stay at the Y.

JACK
Y? | mean, what's the Y?

EVA
It's the YMCA. | think it neans Young
Men' s sonet hi ng sonet hing. You can
get a roompretty cheap there.

EVA (cont'd)
Shoul dn't you call your nonf
JACK
What for?
EVA
To tell her you're not taking the
pl ane.
JACK

Naw. She doesn't care. She's still
mad that | dropped out of sem nary.

EVA
But she'll be worri ed.

JACK
(a bit exasperated)
Oh, all right.
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Eva sits on the bench while Jack goes to the phone booth. He
takes out his tiny address book, inserts sone coins, then
cancel s them out and sinul ates making a reverse call by just
nmout hi ng t he words.

I NT CAR

A col | ege student has picked themup. Jack is in the back
seat while Eva rides shotgun. Mystery Train (Elvis) plays on
the radio. There's sone U of Wsconsin paraphernalia in the
back seat which Jack noti ces.

JACK
Are you in college?
STUDENT
Yeah. I'll be going to summer school

at W sconsi n.

STUDENT (cont' d)
GQuys, I'mactually stopping a few
m | es before Madi son.

JACK
That's fine.
What are you mmjoring in?

STUDENT
English I think. Unless I find
somet hi ng el se.

JACK

Did you read The Great Gatsby?
STUDENT

No. Not yet.
EVA

The Catcher in the Rye?

STUDENT
Yes! That was pretty good.



STUDENT (cont' d)
But the kid Caulfield is such a
whi ner .

EVA
What do you nean?

STUDENT
He's al ways conpl ai ni ng about
sonmebody or sonet hi ng.

STUDENT (cont' d)
And another thing. He's a phony
hinmself, |ike he's pretty nice to
everybody but he secretly thinks
they're all bastards.

EVA
Except for his brothers and his
little sister Phoebe.

Jack has been intently follow ng the conversation.

STUDENT
(turning to Jack)
What's your take on it?

JACK
Haven't read it. But | will now

90.
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EXT GROCERY STORE/ H GHWAY

Jack and Eva exit the grocery store each carrying small bags
of groceries and resune hitchhiking.

EXT WOODS - NI GHT

In a clunmp of trees some 200 feet fromthe road, they are
spread out over the sleeping bag. Jack is eating bread and a
banana while Eva munches on potato chips and stares at the
cl oudl ess sky.

EVA
That ol d couple | ooked Iike they were
mad at each ot her

JACK
Yeah, | tried to start a conversation
but they weren't interested.

EVA
I think he picked us up because he
wanted to end their argunent. Men
will do stuff like that.

JACK
Are you speaking from experience?

EVA
My dad does it all the tinme. He
al wvays wal ks away when ny nomstarts
an argument.

EVA (cont' d)
|"mbeat. Tine to sleep. Get up

Jack wal ks away to relieve hinself and Eva unzips the
sl eeping bag and clinbs in. She takes a long swg fromthe
wat er jug and | ooks back at Jack.

EVA (cont' d)
(as Jack joins her
i nside the bag)
Don't get any ideas.



A long silence as they both adjust their body positions.

JACK
| have an idea.

EVA
Keep it to yourself.

JACK
Oh t oo bad.

JACK (cont'd)
It's so hot in here.

EVA
You can unzip the bag.

JACK
I'd rather unzip you.

EVA
Very funny. Ha ha ha.
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EXT/ I NT H GHWAY/ CARS

A nont age of a succession of cars as Eva and Jack enter and
exit each one. Jack is often seen reading Catcher in the Rye
in the back seat. Pictures At An Exhibition with ful
orchestra is playing throughout.

Then a rider in a black |leather jacket on a small notorcycle
stops for them

RI DER
I can only take the girl.

Eva snuggl es up to Jack

JACK
Sorry. W need to stay together.
Thanks for stopping anyway.

Anot her driver all slicked up with Brylcreem has picked them
up. He keeps glancing at Eva's chest who | ooks very
unconfortable. Jack notices this fromthe back and wites a
note for Eva. "Next stop for red light, we both junp out.

You first. OK?" He slips the note to her al ongside her door
so Brylcreem doesn't see it. She nods yes to him and at the
next red light, she junps out and Jack foll ows.

JACK (cont'd)
(as he opens the back
door)
This is good. Thanks.
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EXT H GHVWAY/ GRAVEYARD - DUSK

Only alittle light remains as they are both wal ki ng and
trying to hitch a ride.

Around a bend they come across an ol d graveyard.

JACK
(pointing to the
t onbst ones)
That's a great place for us to spend
t he ni ght.

EVA
You' re ki ddi ng.

JACK
No. No. No one will disturb us there.

And he |l eaves the road to enter the graveyard. Eva
reluctantly foll ows.

EVA
This is too creepy.

But she is smling, apparently tickled by the prospect.

They wal k around the graves, peering at the entries, nost
with birth dates in the 1800's, but sonme of babies. In the
center there is a large nonunent, partially encl osed,
probably that of the founding famly in the area.

JACK
This is great. W can nove here if it
rains.

JACK (cont'd)
Here's sone grass.
| stake claimto this...this burial
site.

EVA
You ready to die?
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JACK
I think I'lIl | eave some nmanure on one
of the graves.

Eva | aughs. After dropping off their bags, Jack wal ks away
and Eva starts unpacki ng and nmaki ng sandw ches.

Jack is washing his hands using the jug water. Eva pul |l s out
two Dr. Brown's cream sodas.

EVA
W were lucky. It's so hard to find
Dr. Brown's. Usually only in Jew sh

del i s.
EVA (cont' d)
(suddenl y)
Let's play Secrets.
JACK
Agai n?
EVA
Way not ?
EVA (cont' d)

K. Here's mne. M nomwent to
Sweden for an abortion.

JACK
That's not YOUR secret.

EVA
But it's a famly thing. Nobody el se
knows.

JACK
VWhen was this?

EVA
Oh a coupl e years ago. She was
al ready over forty.

JACK
My turn...let me think.



JACK (cont'd)
| pick nmy nose a |ot.

EVA
Ugh.
JACK
Yeah, | like to keep ny nose cl ean.
EVA
Ha ha.
JACK

And | can breathe better

JACK (cont'd)
You' re next.

EVA
I had the best grades but they picked
soneone el se for val edi ctori an.

JACK
Why ?
EVA
Quess.
JACK
You didn't tell anybody.
EVA
No.
JACK
Well...l didn't graduate nyself.
EVA

Real | y? How come?

JACK
Fai | ed Physi cs.
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EVA
Wiy did you take it in the first
pl ace?

JACK
Everybody had to take it. It's Prep
school

EVA
X, this is ny last secret.
| beat up nmy little brother once.

JACK
You have anot her brother? How ol d was
he?

EVA
He was 6 or 7. | was 10.

JACK
So what happened?

EVA
| don't really renmenber

JACK
What did your parents say?

EVA
I don't think they ever found out,
because | told nmy brother 1'd beat
hi mup again if he squeal ed.

EVA (cont'd)
Your turn.

JACK
Sonetines ny balls really hurt.

EVA
You have bl ue balls.

JACK
Where did you hear that expression?
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EVA
My brother, Erik.

After all these revelations, they are both quiet. Jack
lights another cigarette.

EVA (cont' d)
(hal tingly)
Je veus pratiquer non francais un
peu. (I want to practice ny French a
little). OK?

JACK
Mais oui (OF course).

EVA
Je me sens tres bien (I feel really
good) .

JACK

Moi aussi (Me too).

EVA
Tu es fanmeux (You're great).

EVA (cont' d)
Et tres gentil (And very sweet).

JACK
Je conprends (I understand).
Mai s je suis enmbarasse mnai ntenant
(But 1I'm enbarrassed now).

EVA
(not sure she
under st ood)
Now ask me somet hi ng.

JACK
Voul ez vous coucher avec noi ? (Do you
want to sleep with nme?).

Eva starts to slap him but stops just short of his face and
caresses his cheek instead, all smles.



99.

EXT GRAVEYARD - NI GHT - CONTI NUOUS
There is novenent inside the zipped up sl eeping bag.

And then the zipper is opened and Jack's back appears. Eva's
bra is around her neck.

EVA
Sl ow down. Wait. Sl ow down.

Jack stops and just lies alongside Eva. He caresses her with
| ong strokes fromhead to foot.

JACK
(whi speri ng)
It's so kinky.

EVA
Can you put it on now?

JACK
Sur e.

Jack opens the Trojan and unrolls it on his penis whereupon
Eva rids herself of her bra and clinbs on top.

EXT GRAVEYARD - NI GHT - CONTI NUOUS

Alittle later they are both lying on their backs with the
sl eepi ng bag hal f open.

EVA
We've lost our virginity.

JACK
Isn't that good?

EVA
For you maybe.

JACK
You' d rather still be a virgin?
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EVA
No silly. But virginity is expected
of women, not of nen.

EVA (cont' d)
That's why they say we "l ose"
sonething the first tinme we have
i ntercourse.

Jack has no answer to this.

Eva turns to

EVA (cont' d)
Sorry. I'mjust too cal cul ating.
JACK

Let's just |lie here together under

t he moon and the stars.

See, they're just | ooking at us. They
don't care.

Jack and snmles at him

JACK (cont'd)
I've been noticing a | ot of doves

lately.
EVA
And?
JACK
They all 1ook the same... and they

| ook like they're all fenales.

EVA
Doves. That's us girls.
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I NT CAR

They' ve been picked up by a smling young man driving a
Jeep. He's wearing a starched white shirt, long sleeves with
French cuffs and a tie with clip. Jack and Eva are crowded
together in the back and Jack is gently stroking Eva's arm

YOUNG MAN
Nanme' s McPher son, Joe.
JACK
H Joe. |'mJack Brosseau and this is

Eva Johansson.

JOE
I"'mgoing to the racetrack.
| love horses.
But | |like betting on them even nore.

He waits for this declaration to sink in, then...

JCE (cont'd)
Wuld you two like to join nme?

JACK
(w thout even | ooking
at Eva)
You bet. Is it around here?

JCE
Just up the road.

EXT RACETRACK

They are all sitting on a bench not far fromthe finish
line. Joe is studying the program and al so checking the tip
sheet. Eva | ooks bored. Jack is snoking.

JACK
Who do you I|ike?

JCE
Don't know. Plenty of tine yet.
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Joe | ooks up at the horses as they parade in front of the
gr andst and.

JOE (cont'd)
Aren't they gorgeous?
No. 3 that Grey. Been in the noney
his last three races.
| have a system see. Bet odds-on
favorites to show. At |east a hundred
a throw.
That Grey's the favorite but he's
only 7-5 so |I'll pass.

JACK
VWhat's his nane?

JCE
SURE SHOT.

JACK
Everybody's sure to bet himwith a
nanme |ike that.

JOE
Anot her reason not to bet him

I NT BETTI NG W NDOW

Jack steps up to the window and slides a twenty dollar bill
to the seller. There's a portable radio in back of the
teller playing Heartbreak Hotel (Presley).

JACK
Twenty on 7 to win

A |l oud bell announces the close of the betting period.

The race starts and the grey horse junps in the lead and is

still ahead as they turn for hone. But No. 5 closes fast and
wins with the grey horse finishing 2nd and Jack's horse well
back. No one wins anything. Jack throws his losing ticket up
in the air.
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EXT WOODS/ H GHWAY

One early norning, after spending the night in the woods,
they are silently packing up to | eave.

When Eva finishes rolling up the sleeping bag, she | ooks for
the roll of toilet paper and wal ks off with it to find sone
privacy.

Jack sits against a tree snoking.

Eva returns and Jack picks up the sleeping bag and his own
bag.

EVA
You sure snoke a | ot for your age.

JACK
Sure could use a cup of hot coffee.

EVA
Let's go.

Jack rummages through his bag until he finds a small bottle
of Canadi an whi skey.

JACK
(taking a sw Q)
This'Il warn me up
Want sone?

Eva has a hard | ook on her face and doesn't answer.

JACK (cont'd)
Let's ask our first ride to drop us
of f at a diner.

They reach the highway. The next town is not far so they
start wal king in silence.
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I NT DI NER

They sit in a corner booth while golfing down a big
breakfast in silence.

Jack lights up a Lucky Strike and bl ows snoke rings over
Eva' s head.

JACK
(pointing to the
rings)
| just made you a saint.

Eva sm | es weakly.

JACK (cont'd)
(signaling the
wai tr ess)
Refill please.

JACK (cont'd)
Eva, you're so quiet.
That's not |ike you.
Sonet hi ng bot hering you?

EVA
Just don't feel good. I..1 don't know
what it is. Don't know why.

EVA (cont' d)
How did you get the booze?

JACK
Sone guy sold it to ne at the track.
GQuess he was out of betting noney.



I NT CAR

A priest in his civilian clothes but wearing the white

col | ar has pi

cked t hem up.

PRI EST
Are you two rel ated?
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From t he back seat Jack | eans forward, placing his hands on
the top of the front seat.

Eva turns her
to | augh.

Eva | ooks as

JACK
(as if revealing a
secret)

Yes. W're | overs.

head toward the side wi ndow, trying hard not

JACK (cont'd)
Fat her, where are we?

PRI EST
W're on the outskirts of Col unbus.

PRI EST (cont'd)
Don't you carry a map?

JACK
Nope. Takes all the fun out of
hi t chhi ki ng. Eh, birds don't use a
map.

if sonething just occurred to her.

JACK (cont'd)
Fat her, could you let us out at the
next decent notel ? W've been on the
road for days and really need a
shower and a hot neal.
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I NT MOTEL ROOM

Jack steps into the shower. Eva is spraw ed on one of the
two twin beds staring at the slowly turning ceiling fan. She
| ooks at a scratch of paper on which she had earlier jotted
a few words.

Under age Thi ef Ganbl er Dri nker No Degree

She adds a question mark after Ganbler and crosses off
Dri nker.

In the shower, Jack is singing Frere Jacques, a French
[ ul | aby.

Eva crunbles the note and puts it in her denimshirt pocket.
She | eaves sone bills on the anp table and darts out the
door .

Jack exits the shower and dries hinself, still humm ng the
| ull aby. He puts on clean clothes and conbs his hair which
is beginning to show a tail.

He enters the roomand sees no one is there. Eva's clothes
are on the bed. He stands notionless. He opens the cl oset
but it's enpty save for a few hangers. He | ooks outsi de.
Just parked cars and a maid wal king away. Back in the room
he calls the front desk.

JACK
Is there a girl in the | obby? Brown
hair...wearing a blue denimshirt?

DESK CLERK
VWhat room are you in?
JACK
213.
DESK CLERK

She just left in a cab.
Al so left you a note.
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JACK
Hold it. Hold it. I'Il be right
t here.

I NT MOTEL LOBBY

Jack jerks open the door to the | obby and hurries to the
front desk.

JACK
About that note you have for ne.

The clerk gets the folded note fromthe 213 slot and hands
it to him

"See you in New York. call nme. 949-4669 ny aunt"

EXT/ | NT GREYHOUND BUS
Different views of a Greyhound bus. Destination: Col unbus

Inside, Eva sits alone near the back of the bus. She wears a
bl ack handkerchi ef over her head, stares blankly out the
w ndow at the incomng traffic.

EXT/ | NT MOTEL ROOM

Mor ni ng outside the notel. People are checking out, | oading
their cars, calling each other.

Inside, Jack is still in bed, half asleep on his stomach. He
turns on his back and | ooks at the ten-dollar bills still on
the lanp table.

He sits up in bed and stretches, then sits cross-I|egged,
eyes cl osed.
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EXT/ I NT PLANE
A distant plane is going in and out of thick white clouds.

I nside the plane | ooking out, we see the eerie enptiness of
space and the utter |oneliness of the clouds as we hear the
st eady drone of the engines.

Ml es Davis' MIles Ahead plays over the closing credits.
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