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COLD OPEN
FADE | N:

| NT. MARTA' S BATHROOM - MORNI NG ( DAY 1)

( MARTA)

MUSI C PLAYS - AN EMPOVERI NG SI NGLE CHI CK ANTHEM
MARTA BEVERLY (37) BLOW DRI ES HER SLEEK GOLDEN HAI R
AS | T LUXURI OUSLY BOUNCES AROUND LI KE AN EXAGGERATED
SHAMPOO COMMERCI AL.  HER S| ZABLE GERVAN SHEPHERD
DOG WATCHES.

SHE SETS THE DRYER DOAN AND PI CKS UP LI PSTICK. SHE
SENSUOUSLY APPLI ES A FLIRTY RED TO HER POUTY LIPS
AND FI NI SHES W TH A POP

W TH THE SAME SEX APPEAL, SHE PULLS UP HER SI LK

TH G+ H GH NYLONS OVER HER M LE- LONG LEGS AND UNDER
HER PENCI L SKI RT THEN SLI PS ON HER STI LETTOS.

SHE PATS THE DOG ON THE HEAD AND EXI TS.

SVASH CUT TGO

| NT. TESS' S BATHROOM - SAME TI ME (DAY 1)

( TESS)

SOUND FX: RECORD SKI P AS THE MJSI C STOPS AND THEN
BEG NS THE MEOW M X COVWERCI AL WTH I TS "MEON MEOW
MEOW MEOW "

THE CAT SITS ON THE TO LET AND WATCHES AS TESS PAI NE
(35) APPLI ES MEDI CATED LI P BALM TO HER CHAFFED LI PS,
FI Nl SHES WTH A POP.

TESS
Yeah, that's the stuff.
TESS' S MEDI UM BUI LD FI LLS OQUT HER PURPLE CAT PRI NT
NURSE SCRUBS, HER AUBURN HAI R STI LL WET AND TANGLED.
SHE GRABS A HAIR-TI E OFF THE COUNTER AND PULLS THE
RAT' S NEST UP W THOUT A GLANCE.

SHE PULLS ON HER FUZZY SOCKS THEN SLI PS | NTO HER
UGLY WH TE (YET OH SO COVFY) NURSE CLOGS.



SHE SCOOPS UP THE CAT.
TESS ( CONT' D)
Be nice to your brothers today, Peanut.
(DEFEAT) On, Lord, | need a nman.
SHE PUTS THE CAT DOWN AND SHE' S OUT THE DOCR
CUT TO

EXT. TOMHOUSE STOOP - MOMENTS LATER (DAY 1)

(TESS, MARTA)
THERE ARE TWO DOCRS Sl DE- BY- SI DE ON THE STOOP - ONE
BROMN ONE RED. TESS APPEARS OQUT OF THE BROWN ONE
AT THE SAME TI ME THAT MARTA COVES QUT OF THE RED
ONE.
MARTA
VWhat up, girl?
TESS
You're caffeinated al ready.
MARTA
More |ike nmy Bloody Mary kicked in.
Are you driving your Farfegnugen today?
TESS
| don't think that's a real car.
MARTA
VWatever. Do you want to car-pool ?
TESS
Nah, |'mtaking the bus so | can catch
up on ny reading.
MARTA
Ner d.



TESS

Skank.
MARTA
Touche!
TESS
Besi des, you'll never neet a man driving

all by yourself to work.
MARTA JI NGLES HER CAR KEYS OQUT OF HER PURSE ANYVWAY.

CUT TO

INT. CITY BUS - A LITTLE LATER (DAY 1)

(TESS, NERD, CREEP, EXTRAS)
TESS |'S SQUI SHED BETWEEN A M DDLE- AGED NERD AND A
CREEP ON THE CROWDED CI TY BUS. THE NERD RESEMBLES
A HORNY SCHOOL BOY AND THE CREEP LEERS WTH H S
DI NGY ONCE- VH TE FOOD STAI NED SHI RT.
CREEP

Cone here often?
A DI SORI ENTED CAMERA ANGLE | NTENSI FI ES THE GROSSNESS
OF THE SI TUATI ON. | TS LOUD AS BABI ES WAI L AND
SI CK PEOPLE COUGH UP THEI R LUNGS.

CUT TO

EXT. STREET | NTERSECTI ON - SAME TI ME (DAY 1)

(MARTA, BI CYCLE MESSENCER, EXTRAS)

MARTA PULLS UP TO THE STOPLI GHT I N HER SLI CK BLACK
CAR, W NDOW CRACKED OPEN, MJSI C BUWPI N .

A YOUNG ALBEI T UNATTRACTI VE BI CYCLE MESSENGER STOPS
BESI DE HER AND KNOCKS ON HER W NDOW  MARTA OPENS
| T ALL THE WAY DOWN.



MARTA
Are you seriously hitting on me? You're
driving your Chevro-I| egs.
HE HANDS HER A SLI P OF PAPER.
Bl CYCLE MESSENGER
It's fromthe guy in the Escal ade.

MARTA OPENS THE HANDWRI TTEN MESSAGE: "CALL ME. TOM
555-8123. "

THE LI GHT TURNS GREEN BUT THE MESSENGER TURNS TO
HER BEFORE HE PEDALS OFF

Bl CYCLE MESSENGER ( CONT' D)
Believe it or not, l|lady, you' re not
really ny type.

MARTA
Ah, | see. You and | have the sane
type: nen.

Bl CYCLE MESSENCER
That's not it. You're way too old for
me.

HE LEAVES MARTA IN H' S DUST AS HE PEDALS OFF
CUT TO MAIN TI TLES:
END OF COLD OPEN




ACT ONE
FADE | N:

| NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY (DAY 1)

(TESS, RUSS, PATIENT, NURSE)

TESS PERFORMS THE TEDI QUS TASK OF PRE- LABELI NG PEE
CUPS WTH HER CELL PHONE TUCKED BETWEEN HER EAR AND

SHOUL DER
TESS
Uh- huh. (BEAT) Yeah. (BEAT) | hear
ya. (BEAT) But... (BEAT) Listen
Marta, face it you' re pushing 40. You
are probably that nessenger’'s nom s
age.
RUSS H G NBOTHAM (40), A BOYI SHLY CUTE MAN I N PLAI N
SCRUBS, WALKS UP NEXT TO TESS. HE M M CS TALKI NG
| NTO A CELL PHONE WTH H' S PI NKY AND THUMB, BOBBI NG
H S HEAD LI KE A VALLEY d RL.
TESS SMACKS RUSS' S SHOULDER BEFORE SHE SLI DES SQOVE
VI LES OF BLOOD OVER TO HM A NURSE WALKS A PATI ENT
PAST THE DUO. THE PATI ENT STARES AT THE DUO.
TESS ( CONT' D)
| will not take that back. (SARCASTIC)
Ch, please, not the silent treatnent.
(BEAT) | thought you were going to
give ne the silent treatnent?

TESS SMACKS HER FOREHEAD W TH HER PALM  RUSS LEANS
| NTO THE PHONE

RUSS
Code blue. | repeat code bl ue.

HE TAKES THE PHONE AND HANGS I T UP FOR TESS.



RUSS ( CONT' D)
Your nei ghbor?
TESS
Bi zzo needs to get sone ugly-people
pr obl ens.
THEY FI ST BUWP.
RUSS
How was your weekend?
TESS
Ch, you know, martinis, night clubs,
city lights. Just like all the
gl anorous single people on TV.
RUSS
No. Really. How was your weekend?
TESS
(DEFEATED) | took ny new cat to the
vet for her shots. You?
RUSS
The usual. Wned and di ned two
beautiful |adies.
TESS
By "w ned and di ned" you nean ba-bas
and Cheeri 0s?
RUSS

Yes, it was ny weekend with the tw ns.



TESS
| don't care what your ex-w fe says,
you' re a good daddy.
RUSS
Turns out | don't care what she says
either. She's a bit of a...cun-
TESS
Don't you dare. She is, but don't you
finish that sentence.
RUSS GRABS A PEE-CUP AND TOSSES I T I N THE TRASH
RUSS
Cont am nat ed speci nen. Cal m down.

THEY GET BACK TO WORK - PULLI NG AND WRI TI NG | N
CHARTS. AWKWARD SI LENCE

TESS
She is a bit of a contam nated speci nen
isn't she?
RUSS
She's such a (AIR QUOTES) "contam nated
speci nen" that the guy she left ne for
tried to give her back to ne. Got her
so stupid drunk and dropped her off at
nmy house in the mddle of the night.
TESS
|"m bringing you with ne to ny book
club. They're all married, but at
| east they'll give you sone fenale

attenti on.



RUSS
That's what | have you for.

TESS
Here. Be a dear and take this bl ood
and urine to the |ab.

RUSS
Ckay, I'll go with you. They better
serve sonething better than this.

THEIR SM LES EXH BIT THEI R CHEM STRY AS FRIENDS. .. I F
NOT MORE.

CUT TO

| NT. DELI - DAY (DAY 1)

(TESS, GORDON, SYLVIE, EXTRAS)

TESS JO NS HER BROTHER, GORDON PAI'N (39) AND SI STER-
| N-LAW SYLVIE (36) AT THE CAFE TABLE. HER SANDW CH
PLATE | S ALREADY THERE | N HER SPOT.

GORDON, AN AG NG ACCOUNTANT I'N A SLOPPY SU T COULD
BE ATTRACTI VE | F HE CARED MORE.

SYLVI E DRESSES CONSERVATI VELY I N JEGE NGS, FLATS, A
DULL SWEATER VEST W TH APPLES ON I T SINCE SHE' S AN
ELEMENTARY TEACHER - WHI CH ALSO EXPLAI NS THE CRAYON
SHAPED EARRI NGS DANGLI NG ABOUT. SHE LOOKS LI KE A
GOODY- GOODY SUBURBAN MOM BUT WE' LL SEE.

SYLVI E

| hope turkey with Swi ss is okay.

MOUTH STUFFED, TESS NODS.

SYLVI E ( CONT' D)

How was your weekend?



TESS
(DEFENSI VE) Why do peopl e keep asking
me that?
SHE TAKES ANOTHER HUGE BI TE.
GORDON
Just you and your cats, huh?
SYLVI E
Be nice, Gordon. Your nomsaid we
aren't supposed to tease her about
t hat .
TESS
Yet, she lets dad think I'ma | esbian?
Anyway, how was your anniversary
weekend?
GORDON
(SI NG SONGY) | got sone, | got sone.
Ch, yeah. [|'mthe nman.
TESS TOSSES HER SANDW CH DOWN.
TESS
Ew.
SYLVI E
He's not tal king about that. He's
braggi ng about the turtle cheesecake |
got him
TESS
Cyrus O Leary's?
HE NODS.
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TESS ( CONT' D)
(SI NG SONGY) My brot her got sonme, oh
yeah. Did Marley babysit Haden and

M a?

GORDON
Are you crazy? | had nom babysit
Mar | ey.

SYLVI E

The other two aren't teenagers yet.
They can still be trusted.
GORDON
That rem nds nme. Dad needs you to
t roubl eshoot his "wee-fee" for him
TESS
Not until he stops calling it "wee-
fee." Way didn't you do it when you
pi cked up Marl ey?
GORDON
| had | eftover cheesecake to get into
the fridge.
SYLVI E
And | had to go shower. W had a
qui ckie in the car before we got there.
TESS
And there it is.

TESS' S PHONE RI NGS.
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TESS ( CONT' D)
Thank goodness, | don't have to be a
part of this conversation anynore.
Hel | 0? No way! (BEAT) No way! ( BEAT)
Shut the front door! (BEAT) Get out!

SYLVI E AND GORDON SHI ELD THEI R FACES FROM THE OTHER
PATRONS WHO GLARE AT TESS.

TESS ( CONT' D)

Ckay, | will.
SYLVI E

What was that all about?

TESS TAKES A BI G BITE AND TALKS WTH HER MOUTH FULL

TESS

What was what all about?
GORDON

Ew. No wonder you don't have a nman.

TESS THROAS A PI ECE OF TURKEY AT HER BROTHER  HE
POPS IT IN HS MOUTH.  SYLVI E SNEERS.

TESS
Nate is back in town and he's show ng
up at Donelle's tonight for book club.
GORDON
The Nate? Hunka-hunka-burnin' Nate?
(A RLY VO CE) My-1o0ins-burn-for-you-
Nat e?
TESS
| knew you read ny diary! Yes, that
Nat e.



SYLVI E
How cone you guys never hooked up?
TESS
He noved overseas for work right before
| worked up the nerve to tell him how
| felt. Not that he felt the sane
way.
SYLVI E
What are you going to wear?
TESS
VWhat do you nmean? It's right after
wor k, so ny scrubs.
GORDON
You have bl ood on your shoe.
TESS
Yeah, so? Probably sone feces too.
GORDON TESS
No wonder you don't have a nan.
GORDON
| wanted to say it.
SYLVI E
Sorry, babe. You can say it next tine.
TESS
| hate you guys. Besides | won't have
time to run hone since you vol unteered

me to fix dad's "wee-fee."
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SYLVI E
Go shopping. Now.
TESS
It's not that big of a deal

SYLVI E SLAM5 HER FI ST ON THE TABLE. THE PATRONS
GLARE AGAI N.

SYLVI E
(GRI TTED TEETH) Now!

SHE STUFFS THE REST OF HER SANDW CH I N HER MOUTH
AND JUMPS QUT OF HER SEAT.

TESS
You're scary. | feel bad for your
ki ds.
SYLVI E
Stop tal king and go!
CUT TO

| NT. CLOTHI NG STORE - DAY (DAY 1)

(TESS, MARTA, CASH ER, EXTRAS)
TESS HOLDS A PILE OF CLOTHES SO H GH SHE CAN T SEE
OVER I T. SHE REACHES QUT AND GRABS MORE | TEMS OFF
THE RACK.
MARTA BROASES A NEARBY RACK. TESS, W TH HER ARMS
OQUTSTRETCHED, RUNS RI GHT | NTO MARTA' S CHEST AND
GROPES HER BI G TIME. TESS S HAND KEEPS PATTI NG
MARTA' S BOOB AS SHE TRI ES TO FI GURE OUT WHAT SHE
RAN | NTO.
MARTA
| knew you were into ne. But howdid
you manage to resist all this for the

| ast two years?



TESS PEERS OVER THE TOP OF THE CLOTHES. MARTA GRABS
AN QUTHIT QUT OF TESS S PI LE

MARTA ( CONT' D)
Here. Buy this one. You'll |ook
snmokin' hot init. MWit, | don't think
|'ve ever seen you in anything but
your scrubs. What's going on? Wo is
he?
TESS SHAKES HER HEAD.
TESS
Nuh- uh.
MARTA FLI RTATI QUSLY TI CKLES TESS. AN CLD MAN STOPS,
GAVKS AND SALI VATES UNTIL HI'S OLD LADY W FE SMACKS
HMWTH H S PURSE
MARTA
C nmon, tell ne.
TESS
Fine. Stop tickling ne. H's nane is
Nat e.
MARTA
Sounds hot.
TESS
| knew himin coll ege.
MARTA
Col | ege educated. Hot.
TESS
And then he noved away for a job.

MARTA

Enpl oyed. Hot.

14.



TESS
He's going to be at nmy book club
t oni ght .
MARTA
Boring. Not hot.
TESS
He's hot. And smart and kind and funny.
MARTA
Hot again. Are you nervous? Do you
want nme to cone with you?
TESS
No, thank you. You steal every viable
option of a man from ne.
MARTA
| do not.
TESS
And then if | run into them again,
they lash out at ne for (Al R QUOTES)
"setting themup with Satan hersel f."
MARTA
| have no idea what you are talking
about .
TESS STARES HER DOWN.
MARTA ( CONT' D)
Ch, what? So you had to get a new dry
cl eaner.

STI LL GLARI NG
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MARTA ( CONT' D)
And liquor store. Ckay, so they had
to switch our mail man to the one who
can't nmake it up our stairs.

STILL GLARI NG

MARTA ( CONT' D)
And I"msorry you had to get a new
baker.

TESS
Do you know how hard it is to find
aut hentic Stroopwafel s?

MARTA
| did you a favor there. You' ve |ost
at least ten pounds. Please can
conme with you? It's a proven fact
t hat wonen | ook nore attractive and
powerful in pairs.

TESS
| don't have tine for this. | have to
get back to work.

TESS TAKES HER GARMENT TO THE CASHI ER, BUT TURNS
BACK

TESS ( CONT' D)
It's a proven fact?
MARTA

Trust ne. | do PR for a living.



TESS

Fine. \Whatever. Cone. But stay away

from Nat e.
MARTA

Scout' s honor!

SHE CROSSES HER FI NGERS BEH ND HER BACK.
FADE TO BLACK:

END OF ACT ONE

17.
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ACT TWO

FADE | N:

EXT. PARENT' S HOUSE - EVEN NG (DAY 1)

(TESS, MARTA)

MARTA PULLS HER CAR TO THE CURB OF TESS' S PARENT' S
HOUSE. TESS GETS QUT OF THE PASSENGER S| DE.

MARTA

| can't believe |'ve never net your

f ol ks.
TESS

Sit. Stay. |It's for your own good.
MARTA

Fi ne.

SHE PULLS OQUT A NAIL FILE AND SULKS AS TESS MAKES
HER WAY UP THE WALK

CUT TO

| NT. PARENT' S HOUSE - CONTI NUOQUS (DAY 1)

(TESS, MARTA, FILMORE, SALLY)

TESS' S PARENTS, FILMORE AND SALLY, SWAP NEWSPAPER
SECTI ONS ON THE QUTDATED COUCH.

THE COUPLE | S I N THEI R LATE 60S WTH THEI R GREY
HAI R AND READI NG GLASSES. BOTH CLEARLY DON T THI NK
TOO MUCH ABOQUT THE CLOTHES THEY PUT ON THEI R BODI ES.

TESS BARGES I N THE FRONT DOOR, STILL IN HER WORK
SCRUBS.

FI LMORE

H , honey! New paj amas?



TESS
You like? M other work pajamas didn't
bring out ny eyes.
SALLY
Qooh, your eyes and your. ..
SHE EYES HER UP AND DO
SALLY ( CONT' D)
...butt.
TESS
| could say the sanme for you and that
couch.

SHE LEANS OVER AND Kl SSES EACH PARENT ON THE
FOREHEAD.

TESS ( CONT' D)
VWhat's going on with your W-Fi ?
THEY LOOK AT HER AS | F SHE' S SPEAKI NG LATI N.
SALLY
"' msorry?
FI LMORE
| don't understand.
TESS
Oh for Heaven's sake. The conputer?

TESS SITS DOMN AT THE ANTI QUE WHI TE DI NOSAUR
COVPUTER

FI LMORE
Ch why didn't you say so? The wee-fee
isn't working.

( MORE)

19.



FI LMORE ( CONT' D)
| haven't updated ny blog in over a
week. |I'msure ny follower can't wait
toread ny reviewon the little blue
pill.

SALLY
(LOOKI NG UP FROM THE PAPER) Ch, |
al ready know, you big stud.

TESS
Ew. Ckay, you're back online.

FI LMORE
Thanks, baby. Go ahead and take a
dol lar out of ny wallet.

TESS
(GENUI NELY EXCI TED) Sweet! Now I|'11
have a tip for when | use ny coffee
stand freebie.

SALLY

VWll, would you look at that. Little

Ellen Snell is getting marri ed.
TESS

Who?
SALLY

You know. The
little... (WH SPERS)...retarded girl

fromdown the street.



TESS
Mom not P.C. at all. Even if you
whi sper it. And besides, she only
wore an eye patch and headgear. |'m
sure she's out of that by now.
SALLY HOLDS UP THE ENGAGEMENT SECTI ON OF THE
NEWSPAPER WHERE ELLEN POSES W TH HER FI ANCE. SHE' S
STILL CURSED W TH THE EYE PATCH AND HEADGEAR.
TESS ( CONT' D)
Guess there's hope for ne. Speaking
of ... Nate's back in town.
SALLY
He was such a hot thing wasn't he?
FI LMORE
Yes, he was. Way out of Tess's | eague.
TESS
|"mright here.
SALLY
| agree. He was a ten.
FI LMORE
An el even even. And Tess.
FI LMORE/ SALLY
Si x at nost.
TESS
| " m gonna go change.

SHE HEADS OQUT OF THE ROOM  MARTA SAUNTERS | N THROUGH
THE FRONT DOOR.

SALLY

Fi | nore?

21.



FI LMORE
Yes, dear?
SALLY
Did you order a stripper?
MARTA
(TO HERSELF, FLATTERED) Take that,
messenger boy.

SHE STI CKS OQUT HER HAND. FI LLMORE RUSHES OVER TO
TAKE I T.

MARTA ( CONT' D)

|"m Tess's friend, Marta.
FI LMORE

Ah shant e.

HE KI SSES HER HAND, SALLY ROLLS HER EYES.

SALLY

Don't get too excited, Filnmore. You

used all your little blue pills.

TESS REAPPEARS, DRESSED TO THE NI NES W TH CLEAVAGE
FOR DAYS. UNCOVFORTABLE AS HELL

TESS
Let's get out of here before they go
into detail

FI LMORE
It's okay, you can read about it on ny
bl og.

HE HANDS MARTA A BUSI NESS CARD. SHE STICKS IT I N
HER BRA. THEY SHUT THE DOOR BEH ND THEM

FI LMORE ( CONT' D)
| Iike her.

22.
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SALLY
|"'mso glad Tess finally nmet a nice
femnine girl. She doesn't honestly
thi nk we believe that she |ikes boys
does she?
FI LMORE SHRUGS AND GCES BACK TO READI NG THE PAPER
CUT TO

EXT. PARENT' S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS (NI GHT 1)

(TESS, MARTA)

THEY STEP DOWN FROM THE STOOP, TESS STUMBLES OFF
THE LAST STEP. MARTA YANKS HER UP BY HER ARM

MARTA
Nice to see you' re wearing Sone rea
shoes for once. But what's with that
dress?
TESS
You picked it out for me. Renenber?
MARTA
| thought you were buying it for ne.
TESS
Why on Earth would | buy you a dress?

TESS' S PHONE DI NGS.

MARTA
Well, it clearly isn't for you! Oh,
well. | |ook good.

TESS SELF- CONSClI QUSLY PULLS HER HOODI E OVER HER
DRESS AND PULLS QUT HER PHONE AND READS
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TESS
Russ, nmy friend fromwork isn't com ng.
Hi s ex got stuck at work so he's got
his girls.
MARTA
That doesn't effect ne. Let's go.
AND OFF THEY GO
CUT TO

| NT. DONELLE' S LI VING ROOM - LATER (NI GHT 1)

(TESS, MARTA, DONELLE, DONNI E, DONNI E JR, DONETTE,
SYLVI E, GORDON, MARLEY, NATE AND A COUPLE OTHER

M DDLE- AGED COUPLES)

DONELLE, A 40 YEAR OLD PERFECT JUNE CLEAVER TYPE
(DRESS AND HEELS | NCLUDED), LETS TESS AND MARTA

| NTO HER PERFECT AND SPOTLESS MARTHA STEWART LI VI NG
ROOM

THE REST OF THE CROAD DRI NKS THEI R W NE AND CHATS -
THERE ARE NO BOOKS I'N SI GHT.

DONELLE KI SSES TESS ON THE CHEEK
DONELLE
You | ook so pretty, Tess. You nust be
Marta. |'m Donelle. Please cone in.
Excuse the ness. Donnie Jr and and
Donette were just being little dickens
this afternoon.

SHE EXTENDS A HAND OQUT FOR MARTA. MARTA SNEERS AND
RELUCTANTLY RECI PROCATES.

DONELLE ( CONT' D)
Excuse ne, | have to go check on ny

tartlets.
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SHE SCURRI ES OFF.
MARTA
Whah. \What is her deal ?
TESS
You think she's sonething? You should
see her Kkids.
SHE PO NTS ACROSS THE ROOM TO DONNI E JR, 12, AND
DONETTE, 13, AS THEY STAND STI FFLY AGAI NST THE WALL.
THEY ARE SOMETHI NG OQUT OF THE SHI NI NG W TH THEI R
MATCHI NG SWEATER VESTS AND CRAZY EYES.
MARTA SHUTTERS.
TESS ( CONT' D)
You'll get used to it. Ch, good, ny
brother and his wife are here. They're
nor mal .
TESS DOESN T NOTI CE AS MARTA MAKES A BEE LI NE FOR
THE HUNK WHO JUST WALKED THROUGH THE DOOR: NATE,
38. NATE'S THE ONLY ONE WTH A BOCK.
TESS ( CONT' D)
Well, at least Sylvie is normal. Can't

say so nmuch for ny brother.

SHE LOOKS AROUND AND REALI ZES SHE' S TALKI NG TO
HERSELF.

TESS ( CONT' D)
Mart a?

GORDON COMES OVER TO HARASS HI' S LI TTLE SI STER

GORDON
Still got that imaginary friend, huh?
VWhat was his nane? M. Phil |. Buster?

Pat M Cracken?
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TESS
Once again, | didn't have an inmagi nary
friend.

GORDON

Yes, you did. Renenber when | caught
you spooni ng on the sofa?
TESS
We did not spoon! Ben Dover and I
wer e pl ayi ng doctor.
GORDON LAUGHS | N VI CTCRY.
TESS ( CONT' D)
Ch, fine. Shut up. At least nomdidn't
catch me with an Anmerican pie.
GORDON
You swore never to speak of that again!
HE H TS TESS ON THE ARM
GORDON ( CONT' D)
Isn't that Nate over there? Wo's he
tal king to?
TESS
Nooooo!

EVERYONE QUI ETS AND LOOKS AT TESS. NATE GETS UP
MARTA G VES TESS THE STI NK- EYE.

NATE
Tess! Are you okay? When did you get

here? | couldn't wait to see you



TESS
Ch, I'mfine. Just heard they were
out of Donelle's fanmous crab cakes.
NATE
You did al ways take your neals
seriously.
TESS
How was Europe? Gosh, you've been
gone for so |ong.
MARTA PO NTS AT NATE AND THEN AT HERSELF, THEN M ME' S
VWHAT PRESUMABLY CRUDE ACT SHE' D LIKE TO DO WTH H M
LATER. TESS QUI CKLY TURNS HER FOCUS BACK ON NATE
AFTER SHE SENDS A BRI EF GLARE TO MARTA.
NATE
Yeah, 15 years actually. Tinme sure
flies when you get married..
TESS
You're married? Ch, wow,
congr at ul ati ons!
MARTA NODS HER HEAD AND MOUTHS "I LI KE THAT."
NATE
And tine flies when you go through a
bitter, international divorce.
NATE AWKWARDLY AVERTS EYE CONTACT, WHERE WE SEE
MARTA FLI RTI NG WTH SOVE OTHER HUSBAND. TESS G VES
A QUICK VICTORY "V' WTH HER ARMS AND SOBERS HER
EXPRESSI ON AS SOON AS NATE LOOKS BACK OVER
TESS

Ch, sounds awful .

27.
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NATE
Well, you know what they say. What
doesn't kill you, makes you crazy.
Nothing a little nedication can't fiXx.

HE TAKES A BOTTLE OF PILLS FROM H' S POCKET AND SHAKES
THEM AROUND.

NATE ( CONT' D)
Speaking of...it's tinme for ny evening
dose. |I'Il be right back

HE HEADS OUT TO THE KI TCHEN. GORDON COVES UP AND
PUTS H' S ARM AROUND TESS.

GORDON
So, did Nate tell you about his divorce?
TESS
Yes, he did.
GORDON
| guess his ex really nmessed him up.
Sorry, kiddo.
TESS
Are you kidding nme? This is fantastic.
| finally have a shot. Don't you
remenber how cool he was back in
col | ege?

DI SSCLVE TQO

| NT. COLLEGE CAFETERI A - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

(TESS, NATE, EXTRAS)

YOUNCER TESS EATS HER SANDW CH ALONE AT A TABLE
VWH LE SHE STUDI ES.



SHE' S DRESSED I N UNFLATTERI NG 90' S GRUNCGE W TH HCOLEY
SUPER- DUPER BAGGY PANTS - HER HAIR IS STRI NGY. SHE
LOOKS LI KE AN UGY FEMALE VERSI ON OF KURT COBAI N.

SHE LOOKS UP AS YOUNGER NATE ENTERS IN EPI C SLOW

MOTION, LIT WTH FOG COWLETE W TH SMOOTH 90' S MUSI C.

H S ENTOURAGE SURROUNDS HI' M - ALL DRESSED SUPER
SUAVE I N BRI GHT "COLOR ME BADD' SUI TS, W TH PLEATS
FOR DAYS. WHAT A ROCKSTAR
SHE STARES. H S ENTOURACE DI SPERSES AS HE HEADS
HER WAY. THE MJUSIC STOPS. HER HAM SLOPS QUT OF
HER SANDW CH AND | NTO HER LAP.
NATE
Hey, aren't you in ny Sociol ogy cl ass?
TESS
Yes! | nean, yeah, | think so. Do you
need sone notes or sonethi ng?
HE SLI DES A SCRAP OF PAPER ON THE TABLE.
NATE
Not now. But here's ny beeper nunber.
| thought we could partner up for the
bi g project.
TESS
Me? Yeah, totally. [I'Il, uh, page
you soneti ne.
NATE
Cool .
TESS
Do you want to sit down?
BUT HE DIDN T HEAR THAT. HE ALREADY HAS JO NED
H PS WTH A BRI TNEY SPEARS LOXK ALI KE. TESS GRABS
THE FALLEN HAM OUT OF HER LAP AND TAKES A BI TE.

DI SSOLVE TO
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| NT. DONELLE'S LI VI NG ROOM - BACK TO PRESENT

TESS
| knew | should a started dressing
like Britney for coll ege.
SYLVI E AND MARLEY, 15, JO N THEM
GORDON
Anyt hi ng was better than your Kidd N
Pl ay and Bl ossom fashi on mash up you
did in high school
SYLVI E
Al I knowis, you | ook great now.
MARLEY
You' d | ook better if you took off your
hoodi e.

THEY ALL WATCH AS NATE STRUTS OQUT OF THE KI TCHEN
ARM IN ARM W TH MARTA. THEY STOP AT THE GROUP

NATE
Let's catch up soon, Tess. You've
al ways been such a good friend. You
can get ny nunber from Donell e.

TESS
Yeah, sure. Sounds great.

MARTA AND NATE FI NI SH THEI R STRUT, RI GHT OUT THE
FRONT DOOR.

GORDON

Quch. Fri end- zoned.



MARLEY
Told ya. | didn't see a sweatshirt
covering her yabos.

SYLVI E
Mar| ey! The nout hs of babes, huh.

TESS
Qops, | did it again.

CUT TO

INT. BAR - NI GHT (NI GHT 1)

(MARTA, NATE, BARTENDER, EXTRAS)

MARTA AND NATE ENTER ARM- I N-ARM LAUGHI NG THEY
PASS THE BAR TO A NEARBY TABLE WHERE THEY SIT.

MARTA
Ww, just hearing about your ex drives
me to drink too.
MARTA AUTHORI TATI VELY MOTI ONS FOR THE BARTENDER TO
BRI NG THEM DRI NKS WHI LE KEEPI NG HER SM LE FOR NATE
THE BARTENDER HUSTLES THEM RI GHT OVER.
NATE
Yeah, I'mnot saying | had a drinking
probl em for awhile, but |I'mnot saying
| didn't.

MARTA OFFERS UP HER GLASS FOR CHEERS, HE OBLI GES.
THEY BOTH DRI NK

NATE ( CONT' D)
How | ong have you been nei ghbors with

Tess?

31.
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MARTA
Well, 1've lived there going on eight
years. But the cats started show ng
up on the our porch about two years
ago. You want to dance?

SHE CETS UP. NATE BREAKS DOWN AND CRI ES. AND SHE
SI'TS BACK DOMN

MARTA COVVANDS MORE DRI NKS AND ALSO | NCLUDES A
PANTOM ME OF SHOTS I N HER ORDER. THE BARTENDER
DELI VERS.
NATE
My ex liked to dance. Wth other nen!

MARTA DRI NKS UP AS SHE FAKES A COVFORTI NG NATURE TO
NATE.

CUT TO

EXT. DONELLE S HOUSE - LATER (N GHT 1)

(TESS, DONELLE)

DONELLE USHERS TESS QUT. THEY STOP ON THE FRONT
PORCH

TESS
So, what book are we not reading for
next tinme?

DONELLE
Oh, | read all of them but | would
never expect anyone else to. | just
li ke the excuse to have y'all cone
over. How about Palisades Park by

Al'l en Brennert?
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TESS
| don't know how you do it all

DONELLE
It's easy-peasy | enon-squeezy. | don't
know how you do it.

TESS
Do what ?

DONELLE
Wander around not knowi ng where your
next date is gonna conme from who you're
gonna marry. If at all

TESS
| open one eyelid at atinme in the
nmorning like the rest of ya.

DONELLE

You sure you don't want a ride hone?

TESS
Yeah, I'"'msure. | have to stop back
by the office. | forgot ny house key.

Besi des, the bus has ny kind of people.
CUT TO

INT. CITY BUS - A LITTLE LATER (NI GHT 1)

(TESS, PROSTI TUTE, GREASER, EXTRAS)

TESS SI'TS SANDW CHED BETWEEN A CREEPY GREASER AND A
PROSTI TUTE WHO WEARS THE SAME DRESS AS HER

PROSTI TUTE

Ni ce dress.
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GREASER

Yeah it is. Mnd if | feel?

TESS
Yeah, ki nda.
PROSTI TUTE
You can feel mne. It's real soft.

THE PROSTI TUTE LEANS OVER TESS AS THE GREASER MEETS
HER HALFWAY. TESS DOES HER BEST TO LEAN BACK QUT
OF THE WAY.
PROSTI TUTE ( CONT' D)
Feel it up here. They use a real nice
lycra.
SHE | NDI CATES THE FABRI C ON HER BREAST.

CUT TO

INT. BAR - NI GHT (NI GHT 1)

NATE GOES ON AND ON AS MARTA PROPS HER HEAD UP W TH
HER FI ST. AND DRI NKS SOVE MORE

NATE

And then she had the nerve to accuse

me of hitting on her sister. | hate

her sister. Her nmom | coul d understand.
She | ooks just like her nom So soft

and. ..

MORE TEARS. MARTA DCOZES | NTO DREAMLAND
CROSS FADE TO

EXT. SI DEWALK - DAY (MARTA' S DREAM

( MARTA, NATE)
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MARTA' S DRESSED LI KE LUCY FROM THE PEANUTS CARTOONS,
STI LL PROPPED UP BORED BEHI ND THE HER " PSYCHI ATRI C
HELP" BOOTH WHERE | T SAYS "THE DOCTOR | S REAL I N."

NATE WALKS UP I N A CHARLI E BROMN SHI RT. HE DEPCSI TS
A NI CKEL | NTO HER CANI STER W TH A KLI NK.

MARTA
More. That's not enough to help you.
NATE | NSERTS MORE NI CKELS.  KLI NK.
MARTA ( CONT' D)
More. More.
DI SSOLVE TGO

| NT. BAR - BACK TO PRESENT

MARTA
Mor e. Mor e.

MARTA WAKES UP AS THE BARTENDER KLI NKS MORE SHOTS
DOMN ON THE TABLE.

CUT TO

I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - NI GHT (NI GHT 1)

(TESS, RUSS)

TESS FLI PS ON THE LI GHT AND SEES HER KEYS ON THE
RECEPTI ON DESK. SHE HEARS THE KEY PAD ON THE FRONT
DOOR CLI CK

SHE GRABS A MAGAZI NE AND ROLLS I'T I NTO A WEAPON.
THE DOOR OPENS AND SHE PUMMVELS. .. RUSS.

RUSS
Settle dowmn. [I'mnot here to rob you

of your urine sanples.



TESS
You scared the bejeezuz out of ne.

What are you doing here at ten at night?

RUSS
| can ask you the sanme thing. | forgot
to finish one of ny reports. | won't

sleep with that on ny m nd.

TESS
| just forgot ny house key. |'d be
able to sleep, but I'd be in a dunpster
or sonet hi ng.

THEY WALK BEHI ND THE RECEPTI ON. TESS GRABS HER
KEYS AS HE GRABS A CLI PBOARD AND GETS TO WORK

RUSS
| didn't see your car. You didn't
ride the bus this late did you?
TESS
It's not so bad.
HE STARES HER DOWN.
TESS ( CONT' D)
kay, it's awful. The freaks really
do conme out at night.
RUSS
Gve ne a mnute, I'll give you a ride
hone.

SHE TAKES A SEAT.
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TESS
W mght as well stay the night here,
we have to be back in seven hours
anyway.
HE LOOKS UP FROM HI S CLI PBOARD.
RUSS
| call examroomone. That one is STD
free. You get examroomthree.
TESS
The cl anydi a and crabs roon? No! (On,
well, I'l'l just have to tell ny future
husband | had too nmuch fun before |
settled down.
RUSS
| won't tell himthe truth.
HE W NKS.
RUSS ( CONT' D)
You ready?

CUT TO

INT. RUSS'S CAR - NI GHT (NI GHT 1)

(TESS, RUSS)

RUSS DRI VES THE CAR. HE GLANCES DOM AND NOTI CES
TESS' S LEGS I N HER SKI RT.

RUSS
You | ook really nice, by the way.
|'ve never seen you in anything but

scrubs.
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TESS
Real ly? We've worked together for
five years and...

SHE PONDERS.

TESS ( CONT' D)
What about the. ..

RUSS
Christmas parties? Nope. Festive
scrubs.

TESS
That's weird. | feel |ike we hang out
nore than at work.

RUSS
Me t oo.

TESS
You're ny best friend and we've never
hung out ?

RUSS FLI NCHES AT THE WORD " FRI END. "

RUSS
Guess not. The girls take up so much
of ny adult tinme. How was your thing
tonight? D d you get to see, whats-
hi s- name?

TESS
Yes. | tried to play it cool, but |
just put him back on that pedestal al

over again.



RUSS
|"msure that will pass.

TESS
|'ve been friend-zoned. That's the
worst. I'mlike a 20 year old again
with a giant crush.

RUSS

(TO HHMSELF) | can rel ate.
CUT TGO

| NT. TESS' S BEDROOM - N GHT (NI GHT 1)

(TESS, MARTA)
TESS WATCHES TV IN BED WTH HER CAT. SHE BURPS.
TESS
Couldn't do that if you were a man in
nmy bed.
MARTA
(SLURRI NG Coul dn't do what?

TESS LOCKS UP TO SEE MARTA STANDI NG | N THE DOORWAY
W TH HER DOG

TESS
What are you doi ng? How did you get
in here?
MARTA
| had to go potty. (G GEE) | nean
had to take Fritzy potty.
THE DOG JUMPS UP ON THE BED

39.
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MARTA ( CONT' D)
| need you to take ne to get ny car.
| left it at the bar. C non. Lesss
go.

TESS
You don't need your car right now
"1l take you in the norning.

MARTA SITS ON THE END OF THE BED AND POUNDS HER
FI ST LI KE A DRUNK TODDLER

MARTA
No. We're going now.
MARTA LAYS DOMN ON THE CROWDED BED.
MARTA ( CONT' D)
|"mso drunk (G GEE). That man, what's-
his-face, is a real downer
TESS
You're seeing himagain, aren't you?
MARTA
Yeah, (HICCUP) | made a fun drinking
gane out of the words he says fromhis
mouth. | drink when he says "ex."
SHE PASSES OUT AND SNCRES LI GHTLY. TESS TAKES OFF
MARTA' S SHOES FOR HER, COVERS HER UP AND LAYS BACK
DOMN
TESS
| amin a relationship after all. A

totally dysfunctional and abusive

rel ati onship.
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MARTA
| | ove you.
TESS
| know.
TESS TURNS OFF THE TV AND GETS SOVE SHUT- EYE.
CUT TO

| NT. DELI - AFTERNOON (DAY 2)

(TESS, GORDON, SYLVIE, NATE, OLD WOVAN, OLD MAN,
EXTRAS)

TESS RUSHES | NSI DE TO JO N GORDON AND SYLVI E FOR
LUNCH AS THEY FINISH THEI R FOOD. TESS SI TS | N FRONT
OF HER PLATE.
SYLVI E
You | ook Iike heck.
GORDON
| wanted to say that. You steal all
my fun.
SYLVI E
That's what w ves do best.
GORDON
That's not what w ves do best.
THEY G GGLE AND NUZZLE NOSES.
TESS
You guys are gross.
GORDON
Speaki ng of gross: did you read dad's
bl og this norning?

TESS PLUGS HER EARS.
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TESS
Yes, nauseati ng.
SYLVI E
You know what's nore nauseating?
Donel | e.
TESS
She's your best friend.
SYLVI E
She just makes everything | ook so easy.
| forgot to pick up Haden and Ma from
t he babysitter's |ast night.
GORDON
Don't beat yourself up. | didn't
remenber either.
SYLVI E
Yeah, but you had a bat hroom energency
as your excuse.
TESS
VWell, Donelle is probably just
conpensating for sonething el se.
SYLVI E
You' re probably right.
SHE LOCKS TOMWARD THE DOOR AS NATE ENTERS
GORDON

Guess who just wal ked in?



SYLVI E
Where's his arm candy, your rotten
nei ghbor ?
TESS
Marta's not all bad. Plus, I'd rather
her be the rebound than ne.
SYLVI E
You are too nice.
NATE SPOTS THEM AND APPROACHES.
SYLVI E ( CONT' D)
Well, we better get going.
GORDON
But | didn't get to order ny brownie.
SYLVI E PI NCHES THE BACK OF H'S ARM AND HE GETS UP
GORDON ( CONT' D)
CGotta get back to work, | guess. Good
to see you, Nate.
NATE NODS
NATE
Mnd if | sit down?

TESS SM LES THE BEST SHE CAN WTH A MOUTH FULL OF
FOOD AND NCDS.

NATE ( CONT' D)
| was really hoping to catch up nore
wi th you | ast night.

TESS
You were? Did you need to copy ny

not es?
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NATE
| wish. Things were so nuch sinpler
back then. W had a ot of fun, didn't
we?

TESS PUSHES HER PLATE TO THE SI DE AND THROWAS DOVW
MONEY FOR THE BI LL.

TESS
| gotta get back to work right now
"Il be home around six if you want to
come over.

NATE
That's perfect. W can catch up while
| wait for Marta to get done wth her
work thing at seven. [It'Il be like
old tinmes!

TESS FORCES A SM LE.

TESS

Yup. Exactly like old tines.

THEY WAVE GOOD- BYE. TESS'S FACE FALLS AS SHE TURNS
TO LEAVE.

SHE HOLDS THE DOOR OPEN FOR AN ELDERLY COUPLE
ENTERI NG THE DELI .

CLD MAN
Thank you, sweetheart.
THE OLD WOMAN SMACKS HER COLD MAN.
CLD WOVAN
Are you hitting on her right in front

of nme?



TESS
Don't worry. | couldn't steal him
fromyou even if | tried.

THE ANTAGONI STI C OLD WOMAN WATCHES AS TESS WALKS
AVAY FROM THE DI NER.

CLD WOVAN
That's right. Walk away. | was gonna
i ntroduce her to Al pha and Onega.
THE OLD WOMAN PUTS UP HER FI STS.
CLD MAN

You' re so sexy.

FADE TO BLACK:

END OF ACT TWO
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TAG
FADE | N:

| NT. TESS' S BATHROOM - NI GHT (NI GHT 2)

(TESS, MARTA)

TESS WEARS THE BRI TNEY SPEARS GET-UP W TH THE PLAI D
SKIRT, PI G TAI LS AND KNEE- H GH SOCKS.

TESS S CATS OBSERVE AS SHE THRUSTS HER HI PS AROUND
AND SI NGS | NTO A HAI RBRUSH.

TESS
Qops, | did it again! | gave you ny
heart .
THE CATS RUN AWAY FAST.
TESS ( CONT' D)
Hey, where are you guys goi ng?

AND SHE GOES BACK TO HER BATHROOM KARACKE DANCE
PARTY FOR THE TI ME WVE HAVE LEFT.

AT THE TAIL END MARTA RESTS AGAI NST THE DOOR FRAME
AS SHE RECCORDS THE SPECTACLE ON HER CELL PHONE.
SHE TURNS | T AROUND AND TAPS HER PHONE.
MARTA
And posted. You're wel cone, world.
CUT TO BLACK

END OF SHOW
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