LAND OF M SFI' T BOYS
an original screenplay by

Cannon Rosenau



FADE | N:
EXT. | DAHOPE BOYS' HOME - EVEN NG

| dahope Boys' Hone, a sprawling estate in the nountains of
North Idaho. It's dressed up in Christmas glory - lights,
sledding hills, Christnmas trees.

Boys of all ages are everywhere (about 40 total), just being
boys, enjoying the wi nter wonderland running anok in blissful
chaos: ice fishing, sledding, snow ball fights and a gi ant
bonfire. A couple Australian Shepherd dogs join the fun.

DAl SY- ROSE JOHNSQON, 30i sh, steps into the chaos, hands on
her hips with a stern look. A smle creeps onto her face as
she tackles, KING one of the teen boys, and whitewashes him
in the snow. They | augh.

VARI QUS TEACHERS, including a quirky science teacher MRS.
STI DWELL, 50s, (who looks a lot like a femal e version of Doc
Brown) are anong all the fun.

CHARLI E JOHANSQON, 70, white hair, white beard, sits around
the canpfire with a group of the boys. He talks to FREDDY
10, King's little brother.

FREDDY
How far away is Hawaii from here?
CHARLI E
Ch, about 29 hundred m | es.
FREDDY
That's probably too far for ne to
ride ny bike.
CHARLI E

Yes, considering you' re not supposed
to ride your bike past the driveway.

He hands Freddy a cup of cocoa froma nearby canp table.
CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Besi des, you know Dai sy-Rose is just
crazy enough to bring the lot of you
over for a visit.
He |lifts his cocoa nug, Freddy follows suit. CHEERS!

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Mel e Kal i ki makal

DI SSCLVE TQO



EXT. HAWAI | AN TI KI BAR - NEXT YEAR

The "Cheers" fades into Ma Tai glasses. Charlie sits
pool side at the tiki bar on a bright Hawaii day, resenbling
a tropical Santa.

Anot her OLD DUDE sits next to himwith a shirt that says
"Retired: | worked ny whole life for this shirt!"

CHARLI E/ OLD DUDE
To Retirenent!

They both take sips.

OLD DUDE
VWhat day is it?

CHARLI E
Who cares

Charlie's phone RINGS. He answers.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Al oha, Dai sy- Rose.

CUT TO
| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - SAME TI ME -- DAY
Dai sy- Rose sits at her tornado of a desk
DAl SY- ROSE

| don't know how you juggl ed al

this for over thirty years. There's

al ways so nuch office work, | have

no tinme for the boys.
| NTERCUT HAWAI | / | DAHOPE

CHARLI E
S| ow down. Br eat he.

Dai sy- Rose cl oses her eyes and breat hes.

DAl SY- ROSE
| ' m buri ed.

There's a KNOCK at her office door.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Hol d on, dad. Cone in.

Freddy enters.



FREDDY
M ss Johnson?

DAI SY- ROSE
Pl ease, you don't have to call ne
that. It's so -

She sticks her nose in the air and mnmes drinking tea with
her pinky out. Freddy smles.

FREDDY
You were supposed to help nme with ny
vol cano for science.

DAl SY- ROSE
|"mso sorry, sweetie. | conpletely
forgot. 1'Il be there in five, okay?

He nods and exits. Daisy-Rose's head drops onto her desk.
Papers fall to the floor.

CHARLI E
Hey, you still there?

Dai sy- Rose doesn't nove.

DAl SY- ROSE
(muffled)
I'mstill here.

Charlie takes another sip of his drink.

CHARLI E
H re someone who can do the office
stuff. The operations, soneone to
make all the little decisions for
you. Then you can focus on the boys.

DAl SY- ROSE
But you did both.

CHARLI E
But | always had you to hel p.

She |ifts her head off the desk, there's hope.

DAl SY- ROSE
You're right. Mhalo. Cotta go
post an ad.

CHARLI E
Renmenber. An ounce of faith equals..

DAI SY- ROSE
A buttl oad of peace. | renenber.



She hangs up.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. APP HUB TECHNOLOQ ES - DAY

This place is crawling with H PSTERS on scooters and
skat eboards. There's even a GQJY ON STILTS.

SEAN OLI VER, 30ish, peers at the activity over his conputer
fromhis desk through the glass wall. His desk is spotless
and organi zed as his polo and khakis. He focuses back onto
hi s screen.

One of the hipsters, JASPER MARTIN, 30ish, lets hinself in
and takes a seat, albeit in a yoga squat, but a seat
nonet hel ess.

Sean keeps typing on his conputer, while Jasper sits there
quietly.

SEAN
(wi t hout | ooking up)
Did you need sonething, Jasper?

Jasper stands up, gives himthe index finger "just a mnute"
si gn and does a backbend.

JASPER
Yes, we need to talk.

SEAN
Sounds seri ous.

He gives Jasper his full attention.

JASPER
Well, some of us got to thinking and
you're just not vibin' with the posse.
SEAN
Say what ?
JASPER

You're not a good fit.

SEAN
But | hel ped found this conpany.

JASPER
Yeah, but the clause in the contract
says we can vote you out. Let's
face it, you're a plain ol' round
peg in a round hole. Adios.



Wth that, he | eaves Sean dunbf ounded.

DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. JAVA HUT COFFEE SHOP - MORNI NG

AUNT JENNY, 50s, slings coffee to all the town's norning
zonbi es. Daisy-Rose is next up.

DAl SY- ROSE
Good norni ng, Aunt Jenny.

AUNT JENNY
What' s your poison this norning,
sweet girl? W've got a buttered
rumlatte or a pepperm nt bark nocha
on speci al .

DAl SY- ROSE
Ch man, those both sound so good.
Un pepperm nt pl ease.

Aunt Jenny turns toward her barista, TANDY (late 20s).

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
No, wait. Buttered rum No
pepperm nt. Ack.

AUNT JENNY
Are you sure? This mght be life
changing. You better be certain.

Dai sy-Rose throws a five dollar bill on the counter as the
custoners get antsy behind her.

DAl SY- ROSE
Ha ha. Making fun of ne always hel ps.
Just surprise ne.

Aunt Jenny hands the order slip to the young barista, TANDY
Dai sy- Rose steps aside so the next custonmer can go. She
checks her phone as she waits for her coffee and replies to
an e-nmail

TANDY
Dai sy- Rose.

Dai sy- Rose picks up her coffee cup

TANDY ( CONT' D)
This one's yours too.

DAl SY- ROSE
One of each. Thanks, Tandy! Now
which one to drink first?



Dai sy- Rose waves good-bye to Aunt Jenny as she heads out.

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - A LITTLE LATER

Dai sy- Rose, King, Freddy and their tiny brother, FRANKIE, 5,
attenpt to organize her piles of papers. Frankie's really
just drawi ng on them

The dogs lay on the office floor.

KI NG
D.R, how do you expect to teach us
life skills when you're, um | acking
yoursel f?

FREDDY
Shh, be nice, King.

FRANKI E
Yeah, be nice.

DAl SY- ROSE
Yeah, be nice. 1'mjust teaching
you what not to do.

Kl NG
"'l say.

She smles at the bel oved boys.

DAl SY- ROSE
Now that |'ve taught you so well and
you know all you need to know, |'m

goi ng to have you boys hel p ne conduct
nmy interviews.

FREDDY
| think one of themis here already.

Dai sy- Rose opens the door wider to reveal BERTA, 40, with
her coke bottl e gl asses.

The boys step aside, but keep their eyes peel ed, as Daisy-
Rose ushers her in and extends her hand.

DAl SY- ROSE
You nust be Bert a. Have a seat.

Berta sits on a pile of papers on the chair, but carries on
prof essi onal | y.



BERTA
Here's ny resune. You'll find ny
credentials are sufficient.

Freddy | ooks into her magnified eyes, fascinated.

FREDDY
You have giant pretty eyes.

BERTA
Anyway, as | was saying, ny
experience. ..
Franki e steps up into her bubble.

FRANKI E
Ww, she does.

He inhales a big ol' whiff of Berta.

FRANKI E ( CONT' D)
She al so snells |ike cheese.

Freddy ushers Franki e back over to King. Daisy-Rose flashes
a grin at the boys, then stifles it so Berta won't see.

The dogs each sniff her ankles then WHI NE and | ay back down.

DAl SY- RCSE
So full of imagination, this bunch.
Your resunme is inpressive. | have a

couple nore interviews and then we'l|l
be in touch.

Berta gets up, brushes the paper sheets off her skirt and
| eaves.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| don't know about you guys, but I
i ke her.

KI NG
You still have two nore people to
interview. There's a reason they
call them "infornmed decisions.”

Dai sy-Rose rolls her eyes at him

DAl SY- ROSE
You're right, you're always right.
If you were old enough, I'd let you

run this joint. A natural |eader.



FREDDY
He'd be just |ike your dad. A
resi dent here and then the head

honcho.
DAl SY- ROSE
He's ornery like himtoo.
FRANKI E
Let's bring in the next person.
wonder what they snell [Iike!

They all laugh as the next JOB CANDI DATE enters.

Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. JAVA HUT COFFEE SHOP - SAME TI ME
Sean sits at one of the cafe tables with his tabl et device.

Aunt Jenny el bows Tandy - they're shocked; you'd think Sean
had a second nose growi ng out of his forehead.

AUNT JENNY
What's his story?
TANDY
Well, no one just stops here unl ess

they' ve taken a wong turn at the
hi ghway fork on their way to the
resort. Especially not cute guys
wi t hout weddi ng ri ngs.

AUNT JENNY
That happens a lot. W should
capitalize on that. He's not dressed
for the nountain, maybe he's visiting
famly.

TANDY
Do you recogni ze hinf?

Aunt Jenny shakes her head.

TANDY ( CONT' D)
Exactly. You know all the famlies
intown. GCGo refill his coffee.

AUNT JENNY
G ving the boss orders, are we?

Aunt Jenny wal ks over to Sean and refills his black coffee
and hands hima candy cane.

SEAN
Oh.  Thank you.



9.

Aunt Jenny peers over his shoulder to see that he's | ooking
at the | dahope Boys Hone website. He whips around. Aunt
Jenny junps.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
You know, | could help you build an
online ordering platformso people
don't have to wait in |ine.

Jenny | ooks at the FOLKS IN LINE, everyone is smling and
chatti ng.

AUNT JENNY
| don't think they m nd.

She hands hi ma bunch nore candy canes from her apron.
AUNT JENNY ( CONT' D)
Bring these to the boys at the hone.
You're not the only nosey one.
She wal ks off. Sean cracks a little smle.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - A LI TTLE LATER

Franki e, Freddy, King and Dai sy-Rose wait as Sean enters the
office. The dogs are still in their spots.

FREDDY
Pl ease, take a seat.

Sean nods. Freddy rejoins his brothers while Sean noves the
stack of papers off the chair and onto the desk.

KI NG
A bit of a wet noodle, but organized.
That's good.

DAI SY- ROSE
You can see why we need to hire
soneone.

FRANKI E
He snells like peppermnt. That's
good t oo.

SEAN

Ch, yeah, here. The coffee |ady
sent these.

He hands the boys each a candy cane.
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FREDDY
Can we eat them now, Daisy-Rose?

She sni|l es and nods.

DAl SY- ROSE
You boys have hel ped ne enough, why
don't you go take your union breaks?

The boys wave and exit, the dogs follow behind them Sean
CLEARS H S THRQAT.

SEAN
Ni ce boys. Not what | expected from
a place like this.

DAl SY- ROSE
What exactly did you think the boys
woul d be |ike? Running around and
lighting the place on fire? They
didn't get a good start to |ife, but
they're good kids...

Freddy runs in frantic.
FREDDY
King's playing with matches again.
He was trying to |ight the candy
cane on fire and there was a box. ..

Dai sy- Rose junps up, papers fly fromher |ap. She grabs the
fire extinguisher fromthe corner and runs out wth Freddy.

Sean remains in his seat. H's eyes focus on the tornado of
a desk. He picks up a stack of paper and organi zes the pages.

DI SSCLVE TQO
MOVENTS LATER

Dai sy- Rose conmes back in to find Sean on her side of the

desk. The desk! It's organized with a clear "Inbox" and
"Qutbox" - it practically sparkles. She checks the trash
bi n, no papers.
DAl SY- RCSE

Are you sone sort of wizard? Wit,

don't answer that. | don't care.

You' ve just made ny decision very

easy. And that, you'll learn, is

priceless to ne. But | suppose |
shoul d | ook at your qualifications
agai n.
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She | ooks around for the papers she had. He hands them out
to her as she takes a seat on the other side of the desk.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
WI1l you be noving to our small slice
of Heaven in the nountains or wll
you be commuting the two hours from
the Vall ey?

SEAN
" m prepared for either scenario.

DAI SY- ROSE
Ckay, well, we have a vacant cabin
that we can offer as a housing
benefit. It would reduce your salary
by five-hundred bucks.

SEAN
VWll, you can't even get a studio
apartnment for that price. Plus the
savings in gas, wear and tear on ny
car. Utilities.

He | ooks up as if at a calculator in his head.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
Mnd if we take a | ook?

She gestures toward the door.
CUT TO
EXT. SEAN S CABIN - MOMENTS LATER

They approach a snmall log cabin with a covered front porch,
conplete with two Adi rondack chairs.

SEAN
That's quite a hike fromthe office.

DAl SY- ROSE
Yeah, but turn around. Take one of
those chairs for a test drive.

Sean obeys, his denmeanor remains unchanged. Daisy-Rose takes
the chair next to him The dogs join themon the porch.

The view is spectacular - you can see hills with snowy
Evergreen trees for mles, a huge, sparkling |lake in the

near di stance.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
|"ve lived up here nost of ny life
and it still takes ny breath away
every tine.
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SEAN

You grew up in this cabin?
DAl SY- ROSE

No, | grew up in the original

resi dence. When | cane back from
college to work here in an official
capacity, dad built this one for
hinmself and | noved back into the

original. This one faces away from
the property, so you won't al ways
feel like you Iive at work.

They get up and head i nside.
| NT. SEAN S CABI N - CONTI NUOUS

They stonp the snow off their boots. The interior is plain
wi th no knickknacks, but it is a clean, pretty |log cabin
with a woodsy interior.

DAl SY- ROSE
So, as you can see it is a boring
bachel or pad.

SEAN
Well, then it's perfect for ne. |
don't like clutter. And I'ma

bachel or.

Dai sy- Rose | eads himto a window on the wall opposite the
front door.

DAl SY- ROSE
Fromthis side of the house, you can
see all the buildings on the property.

He joins her at the window. She points out the different
bui | di ngs.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
There's the activity center. And
the dorns are over there.

There's a blast and a fiery explosion in the di stance and
green snog hovers over the building. Sean's eyebrows
skyrocket, Dai sy-Rose renai ns unfazed.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
The science |lab. Over there, the
office. Way back there our little
experinmental Christnmas tree farm
It's alnost ready to harvest. There's
the cafeteria. You can add neals to
your list of job perks.
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Sean snil es.

She nods.

They conti
cupboards.

She shows

Sean nods

SEAN
Not ed.

DAl SY- ROSE
Lawrence is the best cook. He sources
his ingredients locally, the best he
can. It's a little tougher this
time of year. The boys have the
nost fantastic garden in the sunmmer.
And he makes sure to teach each boy
how to cook. Handy, especially the
ones who age out of the system
Just as ny dad taught him

SEAN
Law ence was a resident here?

DAl SY- ROSE
So was ny dad. Hi s dad, ny
grandfather, was killed in Wrld War
Two.

nue the tour into the kitchen. Sean inspects the

SEAN
And your grandnot her?

DAl SY- ROSE
According to local folklore, she
went crazy, had to be locked up in
the sanitariumuntil the day she
di ed.

Sean the bedroom door.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
According to the kinder people, she
di ed of a broken heart.

and wal ks toward the front door.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
' msorry, you probably have stuff
to do and I'mjust ranbling on and
on. | tend to do that. | grew up
around all these boys. Well, not
t hese ones, but ones |like them
They start very closed off, barriers
up. I'mdoing it again.
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SEAN
It's okay. Wen do you want nme to
start?

DAl SY- ROSE

Tonmorrow. O is that too soon?
Next Monday? When can you?

SEAN
"Il head back to the Valley and
pack up ny apartnent tonight. So
"Il be back tonorrow to unpack and
really organize that office.

DAl SY- ROSE
Tomorrow then. Good.

She dangl es the keys for Sean. He takes themand smles
politely.

DI SSCLVE TQO
| NT. CAFETERI A - EVEN NG

Franki e, Freddy, King and a GROUP of other boys (including a
t ween boy named XANDER) sit around a cafeteria table. They
enjoy food that | ooks |ike deliciously beautiful honme cooking.

KI NG
We're lucky we're still here.

FRANKI E
Yeah.

He takes a bite.

FRANKI E ( CONT' D)
Why ?

KI NG
Remenber Julius? He said his new
famly only eats raw veget abl es.

Ews all around.

KI NG ( CONT' D)
They had gi ant nushroons and call ed
them steaks! They don't even wash
the dirt off it. They say it's ful
of m nerals.

More EWs. Dai sy-Rose cones over and sits down with her tray
of food.
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DAl SY- ROSE
VWhat's "EwW'? Do | stink?

She sniffs her arnpits.

FREDDY
No, you always snell |ike flowers.
Li ke your nane.

She gives hima little squeeze and a smle.

Ms. Stidwell walks by with a lunch tray contraption around
her neck. The doohi ckey feeds her automatically, but m ssing
her mouth with every bite. She has slop all over her face,
but at | east her hands are free to read and take notes as

she wal ks out of the cafeteria.

FRANKI E

VWw, that's cool. | want one of

t hose. | could eat all the tine.
KI NG

Vell, you better ask Santa for one.

D-R who'd you pick for the job?

FREDDY
Cheese girl, cardboard girl or
pepper m nt guy?

DAl SY- ROSE
Pepperm nt guy. | nean Sean. M.
Aiver. Now he can do all the boring
stuff. And I can focus on planning
the Christmas party with you guys.

They all get excited.
DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)

This year, we'll nmake it so big we'll
call it an extravaganza!
XANDER

W1l Charlie cone back from Hawai i
for the party?

FRANKI E
She said call it a 'stravagansa.

XANDER
WIl Charlie cone to the extravaganza?

DAl SY- ROSE
No, but we can build a Charli e.
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Confused | ooks fromthe boys. Daisy-Rose is conpletely
ani mat ed.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)

We'll build a body. Stuff a shirt
with pillows.

Kl NG
Not just any shirt. H's |Idaho Vandal s
shirt.

DAl SY- ROSE

Yes. And we'll put the tablet on
for his big fat head. And he's going
to be on video chat for the entire

party.
The boys stack their enpty trays.

XANDER
| bet Ms. Stidwell will let us work
on it for a science project. W can
make the body robotic.

Dai sy- Rose sm | es and nods.

DAl SY- ROSE
Geat ideal Okay, lets go tell
Lawr ence thank you for another
delicious neal, shall we?

She gets up, the boys follow her | ead as LAWRENCE, 50s, waves
to them from behind the food counter.

DI SSCLVE TQO
I NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - MORNI NG

The office desk is nmessy again. Daisy-Rose sits with her
feet up on the desk, she holds her cell phone to her ear and
takes a sip of coffee.

She sets the cup down on the desk and it tips due to her
mess of papers.

DAl SY- ROSE
Hold on, I'm putting you on speaker.

She does and throws the phone on the desk as she searches
for sonmething to wipe up the mess with

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Go on, Belinda, I'mlistening.
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She grabs a sweater off the back of her chair and sops it
up.

BELI NDA (O. S.)
So anyway, Jack keeps naki ng excuses
about each of the babysitters we
interviewed. That one is shady or
t hat one gave me the stink-eye. |
t hi nk he's scar ed.

DAl SY- ROSE
O what ?

BELI NDA (O . S.)
O going out. W're going to be the
old people at the bar. O if we
have fun, we'll turn into bad parents.
Who knows?

Dai sy- Rose' s desk phone RINGS. She peers at the caller 1D

DAl SY- ROSE
| gotta go, it's one of the social
workers. Tell Jack he better have
it figured out by tonorrow. |I'm
comng to your birthday party no
mat t er what .

BELI NDA (O S.)
He can stay honme with the kids for
all | care. 1'mcomng to ny birthday
no matter what too! Love ya. Bye.

DAl SY- ROSE
You too. Bye.

Dai sy- Rose taps the cell "off" and picks up the office phone.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| dahope Boys Hone, Dai sy- Rose
speaki ng.

She grabs a pen and takes notes on a paper scrap.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
He's 14? Rough age even under the
best circunstances. Yes, we have a
bed for him Today? That's fine.
Email me his file.

Sean raps on the door as it opens. Daisy-Rose waves himin.
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DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Yeah, the roads are plowed and sanded,
you should be able to make it up.
We | ook forward to neeting Giffin.

She hangs up and exhal es.

SEAN
That call seened pretty serious.
DAI SY- ROSE
It's always bittersweet getting a
new boy.
SEAN
How so0?
DAl SY- ROSE

Usual Iy, they've just had trauma or
have been bounced from foster honme
to foster hone. Also traunmatic.
Bitter. But |I |ove each and every
boy that conmes here. Sweet.

SEAN
| have to admt, | don't have any
experience wth kids. Besides the
overgrown ones | worked wth before.

She gets up fromthe desk and grabs a stack of paper ness.

DAl SY- ROSE
That's okay, as long you' re good at
the boring stuff. Organizing the
recei pts, budgeting the grants,
deci di ng on vendors. Deciding on
what brand of ketchup to buy. Wy
they offer 11 different kinds of
ket chup i s beyond ne.

SEAN
Okay, so add tedious decisions to ny
j ob descriptions. Got it.

He wi nks as he nethodically sorts the stack she gave him
DAl SY- ROSE
Sorry. |I'mjust happy to get back
to running the activities and focusing
on the boys.

He gl ances at the conputer screen.
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SEAN
It looks like that email came in.
"1l print it for you.

A couple clicks of the nouse and the paper spits out of the
printer. Daisy-Rose retrieves it and the notes she wote on
t hat scrap paper.

DAl SY- ROSE
Thank you. Also, do you mnd
respondi ng to her and getting your
background check cl eared through

her ?
SEAN
WIIl do, boss.
DAl SY- ROSE

"Il check in with you | ater and see
if you have any questions. O you
can find nme around the property.

He gets busy with his nerd tasks with all the receipts and
conput er.

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. ACTIVITY CENTER - A LITTLE LATER
Dai sy- Rose sits on the bleachers with a GROUP of boys
i ncludi ng King, Freddy and Frankie. Frankie draws on a pad
of paper wth markers.

Ki ng hol ds Dai sy- Rose's phone as they talk to Charlie on
video chat. He has snorkel gear on his head.

CHARLI E
No, Frankie, I'"'mnot allowed to pet
the turtles. | wish. They're bigger

than you. One snuck up behind ne
and | thought it was a shark!

FREDDY
Did you wet your shorts?
CHARLI E
VWho knows? My shorts were already
wet .
They all | augh.
DAl SY- ROSE

On that note. W |love you. Have
fun!
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They all wave as she shuts off the phone. The boys all go
back to playing the various activities in the center
(basketball, air hockey, foosball etc.).

FREDDY
That gives ne an idea. W should
have a Hawaiian Christnmas thene for
our party.

KI NG
That's a stupid idea.

Dai sy- Rose glares at King. He knows what to do.

KI NG ( CONT' D)
Sorry, Freddy.

Freddy sniffles.

FREDDY
It's okay.
DAl SY- ROSE
And?
He rolls his eyes.
KI NG
And there's no such thing as a bad
i dea.
FREDDY

Exactly. W can nmake pi neappl e and
turtle ice scul ptures for decorations.

DAl SY- ROSE
Yes, yes, | snell what you' re cookin',
Fr ed.

Franki e hands her his pad of paper and a marker. She jots
down not es.

FREDDY
That's all | got.
Kl NG
Well, if you insist on going with

his idiotic idea..
He gets the | ook from Dai sy- Rose.

KI NG ( CONT' D)
| mean since we're going along with
my dear little brother's brilliant
( MORE)
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KI NG ( CONT' D)
i dea, you can wite down that we
should turn our sleds into surf
boar ds.

DAl SY- ROSE
| |ove that.

FRANKI E
Flip flop Christmas cooki es!

DAl SY- ROSE
Good!

Her marker's burnin' rubber, she's witing so fast.

FREDDY
The nmusic class can learn how to
pl ay the ukul el e.

She wites it down then her phone BUZZES. She passes the
pad and marker to King.

DAl SY- ROSE
Keep going, but don't be late for
class. | get to go neet our new
boy, Giffin. I'mputting himin
your room

KI NG

Ah, man. | just got these dorks

trained to | eave ny stuff al one.
She gets up and heads to the door.

CUT TO

EXT. | DAHOPE BOYS HOVE - MOMENTS LATER
A car pulls to a stop. NETTY, 40, grabs her briefcase and
hops out of the car. Daisy-Rose neets her in front of the
car.

The boy, GRIFFIN, 14, stays in the front seat, a frown so
deep, you'd think his face would crack if he tried to sm|e.

NETTY
Dai sy- Rose. Hello.
DAl SY- ROSE
H, Netty. | haven't seen you in

awhile. Which is both bad and good.

NETTY
| suppose so. This one..



22.

She points her head toward the boy in the car.

NETTY ( CONT' D)
He's going to be challenging, |I'm
afraid. Recently placed, but already
has gone through four foster hones.
Vell, I"'msure you read the file.

DAl SY- RCSE
| did. Four hones in three nonths.
| thought that was a typo. Yikes.

She | ooks over at the car, Giffin doesn't make eye contact.
Netty hands Dai sy- Rose sone fol ders.

NETTY
Here's the rest of his file. GCh and
on top is your new hire's background
check. He's good to go.

DAl SY- ROSE
You're so efficient.
NETTY
Well, | try to nmake sure every case

is settled this tinme of year. So
they're at least not in linbo for
Chri st mas.

Netty flicks her head to signal Giffin to get out of the
car. He gets out robotlike with a backpack and a plastic
bag - sadly, all his belongings in the world.

NETTY ( CONT' D)
Giffin, this is Daisy-Rose.

GRI FFI' N
St upi d nane.

Dai sy- Rose' s eyes narr ow.

DAl SY- ROSE
| know. File a conplaint with ny
dead nom

Netty relaxes into a half-smle, as she gets back into the
car. Daisy-Rose waves her off.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
W'l get you settled in, you can
just relax until lunch tine.

They trek up the hill toward the dorns.

CUT TO
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| NT. | DAHOPE DORMS - MOMENTS LATER

The roomis sectioned off for a nore cozy anmbi ance. Each
sub-room has two sets of bunk beds, a tv, desk and toy box.

DAl SY- ROSE
"1l put you on King's bunk. He's
14 too. H s tw little brothers are
on the other bunk in this room

GRI FFI' N
What is this? The land of stupid
nanmes?

DAl SY- ROSE
He's on the top bunk so you can take
the I ower bunk. If you don't I|ike
the gray conforter, | can get you
bl ue, yellow, red or orange.

She | ooks at his bl ank, notionless face.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Wel |, anyway, you don't have to decide
now. | know | wouldn't be able pick
a color that quick. O at all.

She studies himfor a nonent.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Unl ess there's anything else, 1"l
| eave you to it. The cafeteria is
out the main doors and across the
courtyard. You can't mss it, just
fol |l ow your nose.

She exits, leaving himstill notionless.
CUT TO
EXT. CAFETERI A - AFTERNOON

Boys trickle out of the cafeteria toward the playground and
sleds, still inhaling their juice boxes and sandw ches.

CHAGCS breaks out in front of the dorns. King is at the second
story window tossing Giffin's bags out. Giffin is outside
yel ling back up

GRI FFI' N
You better watch your back, Queen
And your front and your sides. And
after | finish that, |I'm gonna break
your face.
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Dai sy- Rose runs over to Giffin.

DAl SY- RCSE
Let's take a wal k.
(Up to King)
You. Go wait for ne in the office.

GRI FFI N
A wal k with you. Yeah, right.

He takes off into the nearby woods. A nearby boy, AUSTIN
| aughs.

AUSTI N
He ain't gonna get very far. W'l
send himup to the office when he
conmes back

DAl SY- ROSE
Newbi es al ways | earn the hard way,
don't they?

AUSTI N
| know | did. | got bored of wal king
around the sane tree after five
m nut es.

DAl SY- ROSE

That's because you're a fast | earner.
She winks at himas they continue to their opposite ways.

CUT TO
| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - A LITTLE LATER

Sean conpares two papers side by side. Hi s eyes dart back
and forth fromone to the other.

He's saved by a light KNOCK on the office door. The door
opens slowy before he can answer as Dai sy- Rose peeks her
head in. She's holding the files Netty gave her.

DAl SY- RCSE
Hey. Not that you need it, but |
have sone nore paperwork for you
Your cl eared background check and
the rest of Giffin's file. Hows
it going in here?

She | ays each of the files on his desk.
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SEAN
| can't figure out why you have two
i nvoi ces fromtwo separate orders on
the sanme date, both for ten cases of
toil et paper each.

DAl SY- ROSE
They both seened so good. On one
hand, this one...

She taps on one of the invoices.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
...1s much softer. But on the other
hand, the boys far outnunber the
girls and this one was a nuch better
deal. | found out why it's a better
deal. It's like sliding down a
sandpaper sli de.

She shutters as she sits down in one of the chairs in front
of his desk and sets the files down in front of her.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| got overwhel ned trying to choose.
So we got both. You're going to see
alot of those. It's not like it
won't get used.

SEAN
True. | just thought |'d double
check. [I'mjust getting to the budget

stuff.
He studi es her a nonent.
SEAN ( CONT' D)

You really aren't good at making
deci sions are you?

DAI SY- ROSE
Do you know why ny nane is Daisy-
Rose?

SEAN

Because your parents were hippies?

DAI SY- ROSE
Not really. Well, maybe. M dad
told me a story about the tine they
made their own deodorant. | guess
it attracted a | ot of bears during
mat i ng season

Sean snil es.
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DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Anyway, hippies or not, ny nom
couldn't decide if | should be Daisy
or Rose. So she, like ne with the
toil et paper, picked both.

SEAN
So instead of a m ddle nane, you
have two first nanmes?

DAl SY- ROSE
Ch, it's worse when you put ny mddle
names together with ny first nanes.
Dai sy- Rose Li berty-Hope Johnson.

SEAN
That's a mouthful, isn't it?
t hought m ne was bad.
DAl SY- ROSE
Huh?
SEAN
Well, since you have ny background
check file there, I'"msure you al ready

know ny dirty little secret.

She shakes her head, staring blankly at him

SEAN ( CONT' D)
You didn't read it? But you already
had | eased ne the cabin. Can't you
get in trouble with the state for
t hat ?

DAl SY- ROSE
Don't get your panties in a bunch.
| knew you were fine. Wen you' ve
been at a job literally your entire
life, you can read peopl e.

SEAN
Well, | have to get back to work.
Do you need ne to do anything with
that new boy's file?

DAI SY- ROSE
Hs nane's Giffin. You can look it
over, so you have an idea about what
he's gone through. But | already
took care of all the case notes.
shoul d actually go check and see if
he cane back out of the woods yet.
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He picks up Giffin's files and places it neatly in the
"Inbox." He throws his enployee file into the desk drawer
and locks it.

SEAN
He went into the woods? By hinself?

She waves off his worry.

DAl SY- ROSE
Psshhh. It's fine, they've all tried
to run at one time or another. But
they either get bored after five
m nutes or the dogs herd them back.

He runs out in a flash. She rolls her eyes, exhal es and
gets up to follow

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. | DAHOPE WOODS - A LITTLE LATER
Sean wal ks through the woods at a brisk pace.

SEAN
Giffin? Giffin?

Several yards behind, Daisy-Rose |ooks for Sean.

DAl SY- ROSE
Sean? Sean?

She stops and snells the air.

Ahead of her, Sean | eans down and studies a track in the
SNOW.

Dai sy-Rose finally sees Sean and catches up to him

SEAN
Have you found hinf

DAl SY- ROSE
No. None of the boys have seen him
conme back yet.

SEAN
| didn't spot any footprints over
here. Just sone hoof prints.

DAl SY- ROSE
You did? Get next to the tree.
Those are fresh. There's a npose
nearby. | snelled it.



28.

They huddl e next to the tree.

SEAN
You snelled it?

DAl SY- ROSE
Well, | thought | was just snelling
my owmn snot. But if you saw prints,

t hen. ..
She points. There's a giant baby noose nearby.

SEAN
It's a baby. Wen there's a baby,
there's an over-protective nother
near by.

DAl SY- ROSE
Exactly. | don't think Giffin has
any out door experience.

They quickly nove to the protection of another tree.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Giffin? @iffin?

SEAN
Giffin? Wiit. There heis. And
there's mama noose.

Giffin stands frozen as the seven foot tall nmama npbose stares
hi m down.

DAl SY- ROSE
Giffin!

He | ooks over.
DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Slowy, slowly back up and get behind
a tree.
Mama noose lets out a snort. Giffin junps.
SEAN
Stay calm Giffin. They don't attack
unl ess they feel threatened.
Giffin backs up and gets behind the tree.

DAl SY- ROSE
Good, Giffin. Wit there.

She grabs Sean's armand pulls himto the next tree.
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DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
C nmon. He's scared. He probably
won't admt it though.

They make their way to Giffin's tree. Baby npbose runs up
to mama noose

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Foll ow us, Giffin.

He obeys as they all nmake their way tree by tree to exit the
woods. The noose pair wal ks off in the opposite direction.
SEAN
That was scary. A nama noose is
nothing to trifle with. You didn't
even flinch, Giffin.

GRI FFI N
Man, that was nuttin' to be scared
of .

DAl SY- ROSE

Ckay, but if you see them again,

just get behind sonething |like the
tree. You can't outrun a noose, SO
don't even try. Their |egs are |onger
t han RuPaul ' s.

Giffin shrugs.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| talked to King and he's going to
| et you keep the top bunk. H's
brot her gave himhis. W good?

He shrugs again and nods slightly.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Good, I'll see you later. W can
see what cl asses you want.

He takes off. Sean and Dai sy-Rose |eisurely walk toward the
of fi ce buil di ngs.

SEAN
RuPaul ? He had no idea who you were
referring to.

DAI SY- ROSE
Ah, but you did.

She wi nks at him
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DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Thanks for your help. You have good

i nstincts.
SEAN

| just had a feeling. It's a gift.
DAl SY- ROSE

Hunbl e t oo.

That nakes Sean | augh. They part ways as he heads back into
the office building and Dai sy-Rose into the activity center.

DI SSCLVE TQO
| NT. | DAHOPE DORMS - NI GHT

Ki ng, Freddy, Frankie and now Giffin settle into their bunks.

FREDDY
Hey, Giffin. | hear you saw a npbose
t oday.
FRANKI E
You did? Wre you scared?
GRI FFI' N
No, | wasn't scared, you little twerp.

Ki ng junps down off his bunk.

Kl NG
Don't talk to ny brother like that.

Giffin sits up.

GRI FFI' N
What are ya gonna do about it? Tel
your little nmommy on nme?

Dai sy- Rose enters with a smle, which fades quickly as she
reads the room

GRI FFI N ( CONT' D)
There she is. Go on, tattle your
momry on nme. Wttle baby King doesn't
w ke when | call his bwother nanes.

DAl SY- ROSE
First of all, I'"mno one's nmomvy, |
coul d never take the place of soneone
that meant so much. Good or bad.
Second, is anyone going to tell ne
what's goi ng on?
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FREDDY
Giffin called Frankie a twerp and
King didn't like it. Even though
King calls himthat all the tine.

DAl SY- ROSE
| get it. Only he can talk to his
own brother that way. MW friend
Belinda's big sister was |ike that.
She'd call Belinda ugly, ugly nanes.

King and Giffin keep staring each other down.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
One tine, Belinda and | got in a
fight over sone hi deous sweater that
we both | oved. What were we thinking?
Anyway, as soon as | called her an
idiot, her sister decked ne.

Franki e' s eyes bug out.

FRANKI E
You got punched?

Dai sy- Rose points to her jawline.

DAl SY- ROSE
Ri ght here. It was black and bl ue
and yel |l ow and purple for ny school
pi cture.

GRI FFI'N
She's never going to stop tal king,
is she?

Giffin lays his head back down. King steps back toward his
bunk.

DAl SY- ROSE
|"'mglad she did it. Belinda and I
teamed up and pranked her sister
after that.

Dai sy- Rose snaps her fingers.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
That's it. 1've got a mssion. GCet
your snow stuff on. Meet ne outside
my house. Bring snow shovels. You
too, Giffin.
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He rolls his eyes and sits up. The other boys chatter,
excitedly as she | eaves.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. SEAN' S CABIN - LATER

Dai sy- Rose | eads King, Freddy, Frankie and even Giffin on a
hi ke in the knee-deep snow up toward Sean's cabin. Daisy-
Rose turns around and puts her index finger on her |ips.

DAl SY- ROSE
Shhhh.
(whi spers)
| don't see any lights, but who knows,
he may be sipping cocoa in the dark,
t hi nki ng of ways to be boring.

The younger two boys giggle.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Ckay, start digging.

The boys and Dai sy-Rose all start shoveling snow fromthe
yard onto the porch in front of the front door.

DI SSCLVE TQO
LATER

There's a wall of snow that bl ocks Sean's front porch. The
boys and Dai sy-Rose admre a job well done.

DAl SY- ROSE
"Il wait for himin the office
tonorrow and I'1l tell you how |l ate

he is when | see you at | unch.

Kl NG
| f he gets there by |unch.

Giffin laughs and fist bunps King. Progress.

DAl SY- ROSE
Now let's go see if we can find sone
cocoa in the kitchen

FRANKI E
Yes!

Dai sy- Rose hops onto the shovel part and sleds down the hill.
The boys follow suit.

DI SSCLVE TO
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| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - MORNI NG
Dai sy-Rose sits at Sean's desk on the conputer. She's
printing sonme old Christmas party pictures fromthe year
before with her dad.

She attenpts to open that desk drawer but it's jamed. She
pulls harder, it opens. The file isn't in there.

SEAN (O S.)
Looki ng for sonet hi ng?

She | ooks up as Sean's com ng through the door with a smrKk.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
What ?

DAl SY- ROSE
Oh, nothing. How, how...

SEAN
How d I make it out of ny cabin?

He | ooks at his watch.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
Bef ore 9AM even?

DAl SY- ROSE
| have no idea what you're talking
about. | was going to ask how you

are settling in.

She takes a drink of her coffee, trying to hide behind the
cup.

SEAN
"1l have you know, | was an Eagle
Scout. | have ny pottery badge,
stanp collecting or philately as ny
people call it, personal nmanagenent,
obviously. And bugling.

He wal ks past her and sits in the chair in front of the desk.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
But ny search and rescue badge
i ncl uded sonme aval anche trai ni ng.

He puts his feet up on the desk, snug. She gets up.
DAl SY- ROSE

Well, I'l'l let you start on that
budget. Bye.
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She runs out the door.

DAI SY-ROSE (O. S.) (CONT' D)
Bugl i ng?

He noves to behind the desk.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. CAFETERI A - AFTERNOON

Dai sy- Rose holds her tray out as Lawence scoops sone
deliciously rich honemade nmacaroni onto it next to a
beautifully green kale and beet sal ad.

DAl SY- ROSE
Marry me, Lawence. You'd be the
next best thing to marrying this
nmeal .

He bats his eyes at her playfully.

LAWRENCE
Keep talkin' and | just m ght say
yes. Especially, if your Aunt Jenny
turns ne down one nore tine.

DAl SY- ROSE
G ve her tinme. You' ve only been
dating off and on for twenty years.

LAVWRENCE
Is that all? Twenty-two, actually.

Dai sy- Rose slides her tray along the counter as she steps
out of the way of other boys waiting in |ine behind her.

DAl SY- ROSE
Have you had a chance to neet Giffin
yet ?

Lawr ence sm rks and nods.

LAWRENCE
He rem nds ne of a npbre intense
version of King when King was new
her e.

DAl SY- ROSE
And fromwhat |'ve heard from dad,
not unlike yourself. Wich is what
inspired me to study social work.
Even thought | hate the paperwork.
But, you, sir, are an inspiration.
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LAVRENCE
You' re enbarrassing nme in front of
ny friends.

He wi nks at THE BOY I N LI NE

LAVWRENCE ( CONT' D)
| have ny wish list for ingredients
for the Christmas party. Luau thened
of course.

He pulls a paper out of his apron snock and hands it to her.

LAVWRENCE ( CONT' D)
Make it happen, capt'n. These boys
deserve only the best of Roast Beasts!

DAl SY- ROSE
Aye, aye, Dr. Seuss!

She salutes him grabs her tray and is on her way.
| NT. ACTIVITY CENTER - A LITTLE LATER

A coupl e GROUPS COF BOYS that include King and Freddy scri mmage
on the basketball court. King dribbles the ball up the court
to his team s hoop

Qut of bounds, slightly out of sight is where Giffin takes
out a can of spray paint fromhis backpack. King stops short
whi ch confuses the boys on the court. He points with his
armstill cradling the ball.

FREDDY
(whi speri ng)
We shoul d do sonet hi ng.

Kl NG
Let him He needs a good butt
whoopin' fromD R Go get her.

Freddy dutifully runs out of the Activity Center. Giffin
turns around and glares at the other boys then quickly returns
to defacing the wall.

On the wall, he outlines an offensive |ikeness of Daisy-Rose
who arrives being pulled by Freddy. The boys all quietly
retreat to the bl eachers to watch the action.

Dai sy- Rose continues to observe behind himas he outlines a
devil horn out of her head. He noves to the other side of
the caricature and shakes the spray paint can.

DAl SY- ROSE
Wai t!
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Giffin junps and then coolly turns around.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
What ot her colors do you have?

He shrugs, nods at his backpack and steps back. Daisy-Rose
hel ps herself to a couple cans. She shakes the hot pink and
decorates the devil horn.

The boys in the bleachers and Giffin stare w de-eyed as she
takes the fluorescent green and wites: "Daisy-Rose is a
wei rdo uni corn!”

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Thank you, Giffin. |[|'ve always
t hought this wall was boring.
Freddy junps down fromthe bl eachers.

FREDDY
Can | use sone of your paint?

Giffin shrugs as various boys excitedly follow suit.

DAl SY- RCSE
Keep it appropriate, please. And on
the wall. King, Giffin? You guys

are in charge of keeping it clean.

KI NG
Yes, ma'am

Giffin nods.
CUT TO
| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

Sean sits at the desk, punching the keys of the ten-key
cal cul ator. The desk phone RI NGS.

SEAN
| dahope office, Sean speaking.

He grabs a notepad and pencil.
CUT TO
| NT. BELINDA' S LIVING ROOM - SAME TI ME

Bel i nda hol ds her phone with her shoul der as TWDO PRESCHOCLERS
run around her.
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BELI NDA
Pl ease tell Daisy-Rose that | managed
to get a birthday mracle. Not only
did we find a babysitter, but she's
going to be here an hour earlier
t han planned. |'mtaking advant age
of every m nute.

| NTERCUT BELI NDA/ SEAN

SEAN
"1l give her the nessage.

BELI NDA
Hey, you're welconme to cone too.
We're gonna party like it's 20009.

SEAN
Don't you nean 1999?

BEL| NDA
| was 9 in 1999, so |I'd rather not.
Pl ease cone. The nore the nerrier

SEAN
You want me to conme to your birthday?
You don't even know ne. Are you
sure?

BELI NDA
Well, you' re new here. You should
get out and neet the locals. And
al so ny husband is not thrilled with
the estrogen to testosterone ratio.

SEAN
That's so kind of you. [I'Il think
about it. \Were's the party?

BELI NDA
Sasquat ch Mount ai n Bar.

One of the preschool ers WAILS.

BELI NDA ( CONT' D)
Got to go! Hope to see you there.

She hangs up and scoops up the kid.
CUT TO
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| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Sean hangs up the phone, smle on his face. The smle fades
as he continues punching his unfriendly nunbers into the ten-
key.

He lets out a giant SIGH He picks up the phone again just
as Dai sy-Rose enters. He puts the phone down.

SEAN
You are just person | needed to talk
t o.

DAI SY- ROSE

Oh, yeah? Well, what do you need?

She heads over to a file cabinet drawer and pulls out a green
bi nder, decorated in glitter that says "Annual Party."

SEAN
Can you tell me when we are due to
recei ve our next funding grant?

DAl SY- ROSE
| believe February first. Wy?

She tucks Lawrence's |list inside the binder, cradling it as
she sits down.

SEAN
We're bust. There's no funds left.
We can pay Lawence and the teachers

t hrough Decenber. | have savi ngs
tucked away, so | amfine to defer
my paycheck

Dai sy- Rose nods al ong.

DAl SY- ROSE
We do get sone donations from good
Samaritans that trickle, especially
this time of year.

SEAN
Good, then we can work on paying off
| ast year's back property taxes.

He studi es her convicted face.
SEAN ( CONT' D)

| see you haven't paid yourself a
sal ary since your dad |eft.
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Well, | have a roof and | have neal s.

Aunt Jenny spoils me with |attes.
VWhat nore do | need?

(a beat)
How are there no funds left? This
is why I hired you. | hated this

part of the job.

SEAN
Well, you didn't do a terrible job
Maybe it wasn't wise to take all the
boys to Hawaii to visit your dad
over spring break. You blew through

a majority of the budget right there.

She stands up in a flash.

Sean rubs

DAl SY- ROSE
| don't regret one m nute of that
trip for each one of those very
deserving boys. Al of them got
sonet hing positive out of that trip.
Watch little Frankie grow up and
becone a renowned marine bi ol ogi st.
And. ..

his tenples as if it will get her to shut up.

SEAN
| don't doubt that for a second.
And once we get the budget on track,
maybe that can be sonething we add
in annual ly.

DAl SY- ROSE
Real | y?
SEAN
Vell, it would take sonme serious

buckl ing down. M serly.

39.

She sits back into the chair calmy and sets the binder on

t he desk.

She nods.

DAI SY- ROSE
Ckay, we can do that.

SEAN
Li ke Scrooge style mserly.
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DAl SY- ROSE
Yes. | get it. But, | do need to
know what ny budget is for the
Christmas party.

SEAN
Uh-uh. No Christmas party.

DAl SY- ROSE
VWhat if we skip Hawaii next year?

He shakes his head.

SEAN
Don't you get it? You blew through
the budget. There's no party. And
likely no Hawaii next year or the
year after either.

DAl SY- ROSE
But, the boys |look forward to this
party every year.

SEAN
l"msorry. It just can't happen.
Do you under stand?

She stands up and yanks the binder off the desk, sending
sone papers to the floor as she heads toward the door.

DAl SY- ROSE
Fi nel

SEAN
Good.

She exits, but pokes her head back in.

DAl SY- ROSE
Fi nel

She sl ans the door.

SEAN
Real great.

He picks up the papers that flew out of her binder. He
studies it: a picture of King with a huge smle next to Daisy-
Rose at the party as she points at a strange | ooki ng snowran.
Sean sl unps his head onto the desk.

DI SSCLVE TQO
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| NT. DAl SY-RCSE' S BEDROOM - A LI TTLE LATER

Dai sy- Rose hastily searches through her clothes in her closet,
her phone cradled in her shoul der.

DAl SY- ROSE
Belinda, |I've never wanted to punch
soneone so hard. He was so snug.
Al nost |ike he enjoyed canceling the
kids' Christmas party. Stupid Ginch.

She yanks an outfit off the hanger rack and tosses it on her
bed.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
You invited hin? No, |I'mnot nad.
You were just being nice. Besides,
he's so awkward and weird, there's
no way he'll show up. Ckay, birthday
girl, 1'"lIl see you soon!

Dai sy- Rose tosses the phone onto the bed now t oo.
DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. SASQUATCH MOUNTAI N BAR - LATER

A giant nmetal Sasquatch statue wearing a Santa hat decorates
the front of the quirky bar. Daisy-Rose approaches and smles
up at it.

DAl SY- ROSE
Good to see you, Ceorge.

She heads i nsi de.
| NT. SASQUATCH MOUNTAI N BAR - CONTI NUQOUS

A bouquet of balloons nmakes it easy for Daisy-Rose to find
Belinda's party. Belinda, her husband JACK, Jasper (the

hi pster fromthe tech conmpany), Aunt Jenny, and a FEW OTHER
WOMVEN are having a great tine.

Dai sy- Rose pecks Aunt Jenny on the cheek.

AUNT JENNY
H , baby.

DAl SY- ROSE
H, Auntie. Lawence said there'l
be a hot neal ready for you at
m dni ght. \Wat ever that neans.

Aunt Jenny sm | es.
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AUNT JENNY
Exactly as it sounds.

Dai sy- Rose runs over and |lands on Belinda in a hug.

DAl SY- ROSE
Happy birthday!

She plants a wet kiss onto the birthday girl's cheek.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
You | ook...wow. Have you | ost weight?
Specifically, two toddler-sized
wei ght s?

BELI NDA
Yes. And it feels good. Does that
make nme a bad nonf?

DAl SY- ROSE
Who cares? You get one break a year.
Your hubby | ooks good too. |If he
smles any bigger, his face m ght
fall off. Hi, Jack

JACK
Hey, DI You want a beer or a gl ass
of w ne?

JASPER
Don't make her pick. If | renenber
correctly, she'll have a breakdown.

Jasper gets up fromthe table and wheels over in retro roller
skates to Dai sy-Rose cautiously, offering a beer. Her eyes
pop wi de open as she dismantles her hug from Jack.

DAl SY- ROSE
(whi spers in Jack's
ear)
What the heck is he doing here?

She pastes on a big fake smle as she takes the beer from
Jasper.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Hey, Jasper. Long time, no see.

JASPER
Yeah, | know, I'msorry. |'ve been
hol ed up at work.

DAl SY- ROSE
For five years?
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Jasper hangs his head.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Neverm nd. Let's just have fun.
The gang's together and it's Bee's
birthday. Let there be cake.

JASPER
That's the spirit.

Jack steals Jasper away as Belinda conmes back over to Daisy-
Rose.

BELI NDA
Sorry, | should have warned you.

DAl SY- ROSE
Don't be sorry. Just because we
were stupid enough to venture out of
the friend zone doesn't nean you
have to suffer

BEL| NDA
Fromfriend zone to war zone.

DAl SY- ROSE
And very, very, very slowy back to
friend zone. Very very slowy.

BELI NDA
You're a good wonan. Cheers.

They clink their beer glasses and dri nk.
DI SSOLVE TO
LATER

Bel i nda, Dai sy-Rose and Jasper are on stage singing karaoke
to Hanson's "Mmbop." They finish up and the karaoke HOST
t akes the stage.

HOST
That was, um inspiring. But |I'm
gonna turn it back to the
pr of essi onal s.

A COUNTRY BAND t akes the stage as Dai sy-Rose, Belinda and
Jasper head back to the party group

Aunt Jenny claps enthusiastically. Jack greets Belinda with
a ki ss.
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JACK
That song never gets old when you
guys performit. Unlike ny wfe.
Cuz she's super ol d.

BELI NDA
Not as old as you, grandpa.

Belinda playfully hits him then nestles back into his arns.

JACK
Dai sy- Rose, | think your new work
guy's here.

Dai sy- Rose | ooks around. Jack points as Sean cones back
fromthe bar.

SEAN
Happy birthday, Belinda. Thanks for
inviting nme. Hello, Daisy-Rose.

She rolls her eyes and GRUNTS.

JASPER
H, Sean. Small world.
SEAN
Smal | indeed. Jasper. Jasper who

fired me fromny own conpany. What
are you doi ng here?

JASPER
|"'mfromhere. Known these guys
forever.

BELI NDA

Wait? You guys know each ot her?

Dai sy- Rose shrinks back to Aunt Jenny's side.

DAl SY- ROSE

Things just got really awkward.
AUNT JENNY

That's nmy cue. 1've got enchil adas

waiting for me in ny oven.
Aunt Jenny smles and pinches Dai sy-Rose's cheek.
Dl SSOLVE TGO
| NT. JAVA HUT COFFEE SHOP - MORNI NG

Dai sy- Rose, Jasper, Belinda and her two kids sit around a
cafe table drinking their fancy coffees.
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The adults | ook rough after a fun night.

JASPER
| still can't believe Charlie noved
to Hawai i .

DAl SY- ROSE

You should go visit him
He nods as he takes a sip of his coffee.

JASPER
He had me teach himhow to use the
internet, when we were stuck wth
di al -up on the nmountain m nd you,
specifically so he could research
the different islands.

BELI NDA
The m nute you showed up at |dahope,
Charlie had you pegged as a techy.

Jasper twirls his hipster nustache.

JASPER
He did. | honestly think he already
knew how to do half the stuff he
made ne. ..
(air quotes)
...teach him

DAl SY- ROSE
He's a turd |ike that

One of Belinda' s preschool ers SQUEALS in delight.

PRESCHOOLER
Turd! Turd, turd, turd.

Bel i nda gi ves Dai sy-Rose a playful death-stare. Daisy-Rose
W nces.

DAl SY- ROSE
Qops, sorry. | guess | owe you an
over ni ght babysitting.

BELI NDA
Your crinme doesn't nmatch that harsh
of a puni shnent.

Dai sy- Rose sm | es and pi nches one of the kiddo' s cheeks.
JASPER

| still can't believe you're a nom
now.



46.

DAl SY- ROSE
To twol!

She holds up two fingers to punctuate.

BELI NDA
Well, now that you two have gotten
over yourselves, maybe you won't be
afraid to cone visit.

Dai sy- Rose and Jasper | ook at each other and giggle awkwardly.

Sean enters the coffee shop, spots the group and turns on
his heel. Daisy-Rose sees that and gets up to go after him
| eavi ng Bel i nda and Jasper.

DAl SY- ROSE
Sean! Sean, wait!

He obliges and steps to the side of the exit door. Daisy-
Rose joins him

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Are you okay? You seened pretty
upset last night.

SEAN
Wiy would | be upset?

He gl ares over at Jasper.

DAl SY- ROSE
Let nme get you a coffee.

SEAN
Don't nake nme rem nd you that you
have no noney.

DAl SY- ROSE
Ckay, let Aunt Jenny give you a coffee
on ny behal f.

They step into the line. Aunt Jenny |ooks up at them so
Dai sy- Rose uses hand signals to order for him

SEAN
| thought you were nmad at ne.

She shrugs.
DAl SY- ROSE

Sure, but | guess you're only trying
to do what | hired you to do.
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Aunt Jenny places a drink on the counter for Sean and gets
back to work. Daisy-Rose swipes it up and hands it to him

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Cone on. Sit down with us.

She leads himto their table. Jasper's gone and Belinda is
bundl i ng up the ki ddos.

BELI NDA
Jasper told ne to tell you bye. He
had to get back to the Valley.
Sonet hi ng about sonme big nerd project
t hey' re wor ki ng on.

Sean scoots into an open seat.

SEAN
| wonder if he's building a new app
for the city account or just
refactoring.

Dai sy- Rose and Belinda blink blankly at him
SEAN ( CONT' D)
Sorry. That was ny account. Landed
it a few years ago, devel oped,
mai nt ai ned. . .
He shakes hi s head.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
| guess it doesn't matter what he
does with it.

Bel i nda zi ps up the kids coats.

PRESCHOOLER
Turd, turd, turd.

Sean actually cracks a smle and | ooks at the kid.

SEAN
My thoughts exactly, kid.

Bel i nda shrugs, waves and | eads her ducklings out of the
cof fee shop. Daisy-Rose joins Sean.

DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. | DAHOPE BOYS HOME - DAY
Dai sy- Rose and a group of the boys, including Giffin, Freddy,

Franki e and King, study the ground arned with spiral
not ebooks. The dogs run around happily with their pack.
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DAl SY- ROSE
Anyone see these little prints over
her e?

The boys gat her around her.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
That's got bunny tracks. O a
squirrel. No, bunny is right.

GRI FFI N
VWho cares?

King follows the track to a nearby tree. Freddy wanders
beyond the tree.

Kl NG
It's a squirrel. See? The tracks
end at the tree. That sucker went
right on up the tree.

DAl SY- ROSE
But did you know that rabbits can
clinb trees in dire situations and
with great effort?

Kl NG
Like how | turn into the Hulk if
anyone messes with ny brothers.

Dai sy- Rose puts her finger to her nose as in "on the nose"
and nods.

KI NG ( CONT' D)

Yeah, this is definitely still from
a squirrel. 1t took a straight shot
up.

FREDDY

Big pile of nobose poop over here.

DAl SY- ROSE
Good find. Wite it down, Fred!

One of the dogs start nunching on the npbose poop pile.

FREDDY
Gross. That's not kibble, you sicko.

Franki e approaches Dai sy-Rose with a shed deer antler.

FRANKI E
Whok. | think it cane from one of
Santa's Wi n-deers.
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She grabs it fromhimand studies it. She gives it alittle

sni ff.

DAl SY- ROSE
Qooh, | think you're right. Wat do
you think Santa's reindeer were doing
here on our nountain?

FRANKI E
| bet they were practicing where to
| and.

FREDDY

Yeah, getting ready for Christnas.

FRANKI E
No, because | bet Santa is gonna
bring themto our party so we can
pet them | never petted a wain-
deer yet.

The boys get excited.

Kl NG
That's a great idea, DR You could
text Santa and ask himto bring his
real reindeer to the Christmas party!

GRI FFI'N
Text Santa? What are you, four?

Ki ng el bows him

Kl NG
No, but he is.

Giffin backs off. Al the boys junp up and down with lots
of "YEAHS" all around. Daisy-Rose plops down in the snow

DAl SY- ROSE
About that. I'mreally sorry, but
the party isn't in the budget this
year. W blew all the noney on
Hawai i .

Kl NG
But we've never not had a party.
The party is our Christnmas tradition.
Like real famlies have.

FREDDY
When Frankie was a baby and it was
our first Christmas here, that was
the first day | ever saw King smle
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Kl NG
Fr anki e has never had a Chri st mas
wi thout it.

The boys sit around Dai sy-Rose. Frankie starts to cry.

FRANKI E
Santa's not comng this year? He
forgot about us? Everyone al ways
forgets about us.

Dai sy- Rose pulls himclose.

DAl SY- ROSE
He woul d never ever forget about you
boys. Santa doesn't need the party
to remenber you. You'll see.

GRI FFI N
Mbkes no difference to ne.

DAl SY- ROSE
Why don't you boys go see if Ms.
Stidwell needs any help in her | ab.
| have sonme work to do.

Dai sy- Rose gets up and marches off. The boys head toward
the I ab which glows green in the distance.

CUT TO
| NT. APP HUB TECHNCLOG ES - DAY

CALVI N (40s), the receptionist, studies his face in a hand
held mrror. You can tell his |ooks have faded, but he's

wel | groonmed. He makes pouty lips and then tugs at the excess
t ur key neck/ chi n.

CALVI N
Beauty is beyond age. Calvin on the
cover of GQ Beauty is beyond..

The el evator DINGS. Calvin puts down the mrror as MARLEY
(60s) a pretty hippy lady with a Stevie Ni cks fashion sense
steps off.

CALVI N ( CONT' D)
Hell o, wel cone to App Hub. How can
| assist you today?

MARLEY
Hi, uh...
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She | ooks at the plaque on the desk that says "Cal vin,
Receptionist” with a hand-witten sticky note attached that
t hat says, "and nodel ."

MARLEY ( CONT' D)

...Calvin. [I'mhere to see, ny son,
Ccean. |Is he here today?
CALVI N
Ccean? There's no one here by that
name. |'d renmenber that.
MARLEY
He goes by Sean nost of the tine.
CALVI N
Sean. Hwmm |'mnew, but that sounds

famliar. Everyone's in a devel opnent
meeting. Do you want to cone back
| ater?

MARLEY
"1l wait. | didn't warn himthat |
was droppi ng by. Thanks.

There's a row of different types of chairs such as bean bag,
papasan, hamock swi ng, egg chair and a yoga ball. Marley
bal ances confortably on the yoga ball and grabs a book out
of her crocheted satchel.

Calvin noisily flips through a fashi on magazi ne behind the
counter, his chin rests on his fist. He SIGHS. Marley |ooks
up but goes back to her book.

Calvin flips the pages with nore vigor and SI GHS | ouder.
Marl ey shuts her book and | ooks up at Calvin and sm | es.

CALVI N
Back in Mlan, | was on the cover of
all the magazi nes.

MARLEY
Ml an? How gl anorous! Well, no

wonder why they put you right up
front here to greet everyone.
Everyone |ikes a nice face.

She nmakes her way back to the counter. Calvin smles
dream |y.

CALVI N
Yeah?

He checks the mrror to confirm
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CALVI N ( CONT' D)
|"monly working here to save up for
my updat ed headshots.

MARLEY
It can be hard to start over
especially so far from hone. Do you
have any of your work?

Calvin excitedly pulls a stack of copy out of the drawer and
plops it on the counter. She browses through titles such as
"The General Store Coupon Book," "M I|an H gh School Tines,"

"Super mar ket Weekly Specials,” and "Farnmer's Bank Newsletter."

On each one, he is a whole | ot younger with the nost
spectacular nullet and they clearly say "M | an, M ssouri."

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
Ww. These are so...um inpressive.

Saved by the bell: Calvin's phone RINGS. He answers and
Mar |l ey takes her place back on the yoga ball.

DI SSOLVE TO
A LI TTLE LATER

Calvin sits back with his feet on the desk still on the
t el ephone.

CALVI N
Well, Candi, that's why we're so
perfect together. You're the snart
one and I'mthe pretty one. [1'll
see you later after my goat yoga
cl ass.

He hangs up the phone with a smle. Mrley puts her face
deeper into her book. Calvin lets out one of his attention-
getting SIGHS again. He clears his throat, AHEM

Marl ey doesn't take the bait, but she doesn't have to. The
nmeeting lets out and the various EMPLOYEES, including Jasper
file out on their various skateboards, scooters and wheelie
shoes to the | obby area.

JASPER
Mama Marl ey, what are you doing here?

Marl ey gets up and gives Jasper a hug. She holds onto his
shoul der and studies him

MARLEY
Your chakras are off. Are you getting
enough sl eep?



JASPER
Haven't you heard? Sean was |et go.
|"ve been working major OT.

MARLEY
Now ny chakras are off. How could
he not tell nme?

Jasper shrugs.

JASPER
It just happened.

MARLEY
A break will be good for him Mybe
he can take this tinme to really find
hi msel f. Travel to Canbodi a or
somet hi ng.

JASPER
He already found a job. Studious
Sean.

Mar | ey grabs her purse.

She turns

She wi nks

MARLEY
| worry about that boy though. Al
wor k and no pl ay. ..

JASPER
...Makes Sean a dull boy. He's up
at the boys' honme on Sasquatch
Mount ai n.

MARLEY
Well, that's a good start. Good
seein' you, Jasper.

to Cal vin.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
| hope to see you on the cover of
t he Val |l ey Banker or sonething as
bi g as that soon!

at themand is on her way.

| NT. CAFETERI A - EVEN NG

Al'l the boys finish up their dinners as Sean

fromLawence. Lawence nods at the boys to dism ss them

They scurry out.

53.

DI SSCLVE TO

grabs a plate
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Sean takes a seat, Lawence joins him

LAWRENCE
So, how are you adjusting to life up
i n the nountains?

SEAN
It's definitely peaceful
LAVRENCE
When the boys are all sl eeping.
SEAN
Right. | definitely can get used to

eating like a king. You should open
your own restaurant. You' d nmake a
killing.

Sean savors a bite of food.

LAWRENCE
| thought about it once before, but
| could never |eave these boys.

SEAN
| f you change your mind, | know sone
good investors. One taste of this,
man, and they would throw noney at
you.

Sean finishes the last food fromhis plate.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
Well, | should go finish up ny work
and turn in.

Lawr ence checks his watch and taps his fingers nervously.

LAWRENCE
Hey, do you think you could get your
investors to throw noney at the boys'
Christmas party?

SEAN
| can ask. But you've seen the show
Shark Tank, haven't you? |If there's
no return on the investnent, there's
no i nvestnent.

Sean stands up, gathers his plate and starts to wal k off.

LAWRENCE
Wai t .

Sean turns around. Awkward sil ence.
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Freddi e pokes his head in the door and gives Lawence a wave.

LAVWRENCE ( CONT' D)
Neverm nd. See you around.

Sean gives a wave and puts his plate in the bus tub.
Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER
Sean wal ks down the hall and enters the office door.
| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

It's dark and as he wal ks in he hears a CRUNCH noi se under
his feet. He flips the light on.

Behol d, what a sight! H s entire office is covered tautly
intinfoil.

SEAN
VWhat t he?

There's a single sheet of paper laying on top of his tin
foiled conputer keyboard. He picks it up and reads it.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
Figure out the party budget. O
else we'll do worse than this.

He SIGHS and slunps into his tin foil chair. As the chair
conpresses down, a bull horn BLOAS DEAFENI NG LOUD. He falls
backward off the chair, sending the chair flying to the fl oor
too. You can see the bull horn duct taped to the now fli pped-
over chair.

CUT TO
| NT. CAFETERI A - SAME Tl ME

Law ence and the boys gather around a tablet to watch the
live streami ng video of Sean's office, |aughing hysterically.

FREDDY
| can't wait to tell Daisy-Rose about
this.

LAWRENCE

But first, go get your chores done
before she gets back fromtown.

The boys huff and puff and sonme roll their eyes, especially
Giffin.
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LAVWRENCE ( CONT' D)
G on now. Giffin, | could use
your hel p prepping for tonorrow.

CGRI FFI'N
What ever. | guess.

And they all dutifully scurry off.
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. MOUNTAI N ROAD - DAI SY-ROSE' S CAR - SAME TI ME

Dai sy- Rose drives her big beater of a 4 wheel drive vehicle
equi pped with a plow on the front to the base of the snowy
nmount ai n r oad.

She's dressed in her yoga gear, her yoga mat sits in the
passenger seat. She rocks out to MJSIC

She takes a right at the "I DAHOPE BOYS HOME, 3 M LES" sign
She spots a snmall car pulled off to the side of the road
j ust beyond the sign.

She sl ows down and we can see Marley behind the wheel checking
her paper map as Dai sy- Rose passes her by.

Dai sy- Rose registers that there was a human there and reverses
back to her. She gets out and wal ks up next to Marley's
w ndow, which she's now roll ed down.

DAl SY- ROSE
Are you lost? Can | help you find
where you' re goi ng?

MARLEY
Well, | guess it's just three mles
up that way. But this map doesn't
even show t he road.

She tosses it in the back seat.

DAl SY- ROSE
No, | don't think so. Only thing up
there is I dahope. And we're not
expecting any visitors.

MARLEY
Ch, sorry, you're right. | didn't
tell my son | was com ng.
She sticks her armout the wi ndow for a handshake.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
Ccean' s nom
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Dai sy- Rose offers an uncertain handshake in return.

DAl SY- ROSE
Ccean? We don't have a boy by that
name. Sorry, you'll have to turn

around and go.

MARLEY
Sean. Sean's ny son.

Dai sy- Rose sm |l es big.

DAl SY- ROSE
Hop in. You'll never get up the
mountain in that thing. Especially,
this tinme of year.

Marl ey grabs a few bags out of her trunk and they both hop
into Daisy-Rose's bigrig. Marley noves the yoga mat off
her seat. And up the nountain they go.

MARLEY
Just get back from yoga?

DAl SY- ROSE
I n theory.

They bounce around on the rough road. Marley gives her a
guestioni ng | ook.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| couldn't decide between the hot
yoga cl ass or the power yoga cl ass.
O the hot power yoga class. So |
sat in the | obby and stared at the
magazi nes.

MARLEY
And didn't know which one to read?
| see why your aura is so yell ow.

An awkward sil ence.
DAl SY- ROSE

|"mjust going to say it. |s Sean,
er, QOcean adopted?

Mar |l ey | aughs.

MARLEY
Nope. Pushed himout in our bathtub

nmysel f.
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DAl SY- RCSE
Is his father an accountant or a
VWal| Street guy? | see no relation
bet ween you.

MARLEY

Nope. His dad's an old hippy |ike
me. He's currently on a sou
searching trip.

DAl SY- ROSE
Qooh, that sounds exciting. Were'd
he go? India? Jerusalenf? Atlantic
Gty?

MARLEY
Zanbi a. Teaching agricultural skills
to the locals. But he's the one
| ear ni ng.

She kicks her feet up onto the dash.

DAl SY- RCSE
How exciting. | would never have
guessed that for Sean's dad in a
mllion years.

MARLEY
My son's wound pretty tight, isn't

he?
Dai sy- Rose nods vi gorously.
DAl SY- ROSE
| nmean, that's why |I hired him But
he's driving nme crazy.
The | dahope estate cones into view
MARLEY
Gve himtinme. He mght surprise
you. Whw, this place is beautiful.

Dai sy- Rose puts the car into | ow gear as they drive
practically vertically up.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. SEAN S CABIN - MOMVENTS LATER

Mar|l ey and Dai sy-Rose trek up to Sean's front porch and ring
t he doorbel l.

MARLEY
Look at that view \Ww.
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DAl SY- ROSE
You should see it in the spring.
And sunmmer. Actually, the fall takes
your breath away too.

Marl ey puts a caring hand on her shoul der.

MARLEY
Each holds its own mmjestic beauty,
|'"'mcertain. You don't have to pick
a favorite.

DAl SY- ROSE
You're right.

They ring the doorbell again. Finally Sean opens the door.
He's di shevel ed and does not hide his horror well.

SEAN
Mom what are you doing here? How d
you. . .

He leans in for a hug with his nom anyway.

DAl SY- ROSE
Hel | o, Qcean.

She smrks. He runs his hand through his hair, tenpted to
pull it out. He waves themin.

| NT. SEAN S CABI N - CONTI NUOUS

They step into the cozy cabin - a fire crackles in the stone
fireplace. Sean sits back down behind a nountain of binders
and paperwork covering the coffee table.

Marl ey | ooks around at the cabin decor (or lack thereof) and
out the w ndows.

DAl SY- ROSE
Wah. Are you okay?

She gestures to the ness.

SEAN
"' m going through all ny old investor
contacts from App- Hub hopi ng t hey
have at | east sone end of year funds
to make a tax deducti bl e donati on.
|"m sure not all of them are sharks.
At least to chip away at the property
tax bill.
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DAl SY- ROSE
Good idea. That's why we don't pay
you the big bucks.

She winks. He manages a smle. Marley sits next to Sean
and pats his knee.

MARLEY
This place is gorgeous. Do you m nd
if I crash on the couch through the
New Year ?

Sean's smle falls right off his face. Awkward. Daisy-Rose
noti ces.

DAl SY- ROSE
Marl ey, | have an extra bedroom t hat
woul d be way nore confortable. W
just have to get your background
check and you can stay as |ong as
you |iKke.

Marl ey | ooks over at Sean for approval.

MARLEY
If you really don't mnd

DAl SY- ROSE
Please. | would love it. Another
girl on the property is the dream

SEAN
VWhere's dad?

MARLEY
Farmng in Africa.

Sean scoffs.
MARLEY ( CONT' D)

Ccean' s al ways been skeptical of our
pi |l gri mages.

DAl SY- ROSE
Now, Sean, not your circus, not your
nonkeys.

MARLEY

That's what | always tell him
Sean hangs hi s head.
SEAN

Ch no, there's two of them Circus
is right.
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MARLEY
Now you know why we never gave you a
sibling. Wuldn't want to be
out nunbered. Let's go, |'m beat.
This is going to be so fun

Dai sy- Rose grabs Marl ey by the hand and away they go.

Sean still has his head down, but the word "GALA" catches
his eye on the page he's resting on. He lifts his eyes to
see.

He sits up and rips the page out of the book.
DI SSOLVE TGO

| NT. DAI SY-RCSE' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Dai sy- Rose rubs her eyes as she sleepily stunbles to the

cof fee maker, still in her pajanas. She grabs for the carafe
then junps back suddenly as she tries to figure out what
she's | ooking at.

It's Marl ey hangi ng upside down in sone sort of inversion
t herapy nove fromthe wood beam by rubber band straps.

Marl ey does a flow ng acrobatic sonersault around to her
feet and unhooks.

MARLEY
Good norning. Wanna try?

DAl SY- ROSE
Sure. Let ne get sone caffeine in
me first.

MARLEY
Ch, no, you don't want to do that.
Heartburn city. Cnon. 1It'll be
i ke you did that yoga |ast night.

Mar| ey assists Dai sy-Rose into the harness and hoi sts her
up.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
Now flip upside down.

And for a glorious nonent Daisy-Rose is suspended upside
down, floating. And then..

OOF. She's on her head.
Dl SSOLVE TO
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I NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - A LITTLE LATER

The office is still covered in foil. Only the top of the
desk is unw apped to reveal the phone and conputer.

Sean's busy CLI CK- CLACKI NG on the conputer. Daisy-Rose wal ks
in, now dressed and with a small bandage on her forehead.

DAI SY- ROSE
Are you part of sone sort of alien
pr obe?

SEAN

This is a gift fromthe boys. And
|"mpretty sure Law ence.

DAl SY- ROSE
They must be mad at you.

SEAN
"' mnot the one who bl ew t hrough
t heir noney.

Dai sy- Rose sl ans her purse down with a THUD

DAl SY- ROSE
For your information, | used ny credit
cards too.

Sean shakes his head at the stupidity, but softens.

SEAN
|"msorry. That was harsh. 1'ma
little on edge with ny nom here.

DAl SY- ROSE

What' s your guys's deal anyway?

SEAN
Not hi ng. And everything. Moving
on. \Wat happened to your head?

DAI SY- ROSE
| nversi on therapy gone bad.

He unwaps the printer and clicks the nouse to print.
SEAN
Sounds about right. | actually have
an idea for the party.
Dai sy- Rose perks up.

DAl SY- ROSE
Party? There's gonna be a party?
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SEAN
Don't get excited yet. How do you
feel about turning the party into a

fundraiser. | was thinking that the
investors I know won't just give
away the noney, but they'll show up

to hob-nob then be glad to give it
away. As long as it makes them | ook
good.

DAl SY- ROSE
Absol utely not.

SEAN
You can't decide on toil et paper,
but this you put your foot down on?

Wy not ?

DAl SY- ROSE
What did you do for Christmas every
year ?

SEAN

C nmon, you've nmet ny nother. W
were in a different place every year.

DAl SY- ROSE
Ckay, but I'msure there was sonet hi ng
you did every year that was
consi stent.

He considers and nods in agreenent.

Sean taps

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
My nmom woul d make fresh squeezed
orange juice with the oranges from
our stockings. The end result was a
shot glass full of pul py orange juice
but it was sure fun to watch her at
the kitchen counter. Every year
| ooked forward to it. | could count
onit. It doesn't seemlike much
but it's the little things that give
the boys even just a tiny piece of
normal for themto cling to when
t hey grow up. Sonething they can
pass on to their own kids one day.

his fingers.

SEAN
| think I get it. Mmwould |Iose
t he st ocki ngs on our

( MORE)
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SEAN ( CONT' D)
(air quotes)
Pi | granages every year so she'd knit
me a new one. | could count on that.

He taps his fingers again. He stands up with a CRI NKLE of
the foil. He paces as he brainstorns.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
Ckay, so what if we solicit for double
t he donations of both cash and itens?
We do the fundraising the Saturday

before Christmas and then still put
on the party for the kids on Christnmas
Eve.
DAl SY- ROSE
| suppose a few of the boys woul dn't
m nd, how did you call it?
Hobnobbi ng? They'll | ove the word

at least. Just don't invite any of
t he businesses fromthe resort.

Sean cocks his head to ask why.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Prank gone wong. That's all 1'1l
say. They won't give us a penny.
Actual ly, we should probably give
t hem our penni es.

SEAN
Noted. I'Ill budget for a lawsuit
paynment. But first a SMALL party.
Make your lists, cut the budget in
hal f. Then cut that one in half.
CGot it?

She junps up with a CRINKLE and wraps her arns around him

DAl SY- ROSE
Thank you.

They |inger |onger than necessary as Marley wal ks in.

MARLEY
Sean? Wat's going on here?

Sean untangl es hinself from Dai sy- Rose.

SEAN
Not hing. W're just co-workers.

DAl SY- ROSE
Fri ends.
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SEAN
Yeah, friends.

MARLEY
No, not that. | already know you
guys have good vi bes on each ot her.
The foil. How bad did your OCD get,
son?

He shrugs.

SEAN

| Iike the foil. It feels like I'm

on a nice and sterile alien ship.

Dai sy- Rose | ooks at himfondly and giggles at his little
| oke.

DI SSCLVE TQO
I NT. SCl ENCE LAB - DAY

Ms. Stidwell, now resenbling Dr. Frankenstein, flicks a
button off and on frantically on a clicker style renote.
She wat ches the robotic body as not hing happens. She bangs
the renote on the netal table.

MRS. STI DWELL
Cnon, Life! Do you hear me? Gve
my creation |ife!

She goes back to flipping the switch frantically.

Freddy slips into the |lab and takes his seat. He SNEEZES.
Ms. Stidwell lets out a startled scream

VRS. STIDWELL ( CONT' D)
VWat the? How did it sneeze, |
haven't built its face yet?

Freddy sm | es.

FREDDY
| didn't nean to scare you, Ms.
Stidwell. | wanted to cone in early

and see if | could do sone extra
credit | ab work.

MRS. STI DVEELL
Your |lab work is excellent. What
woul d i nprove your scores is polishing
up on your math skills. You can
find a practice page at the end of
each unit chapter
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FREDDY
Yuck. Okay. Wat are you worKking
on?

MRS. STI DVWELL
Charlie's robot body for the party.

FREDDY
Wait. There's gonna be a party? |
t hought it was cancel ed.

He grabs the clicker fromher and tinkers with it.
MRS. STI DVEELL

Well, it's not official, so keep it
bet ween us, but | have sone ideas.

Freddy flips the switch; alas, the robot |egs wal k.

MRS. STI DVELL ( CONT' D)
You did it, Dr. Frankenstein.

She gives hima high five. The robot legs glitch into a
stanky-leg style dance. They |augh as the other students
file in for class.

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. CAFETERI A - EVEN NG
The boys and regular staff are all well into dinner and not
wi th the usual enthusiasmfor Lawence's cooking - the neal
is pretty sad.
Marl ey rushes in and approaches Lawence at the counter.

MARLEY
Sorry, I'mlate.

He di shes her up some questionabl e | ooki ng sl op.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
VWhat is this?

LAVRENCE

Budget cuts. And |eftover pork.
MARLEY

Well, is the pork humanely raised,

free range and organic? W put out
what we put in you know

If looks could kill, Lawence would be on death row.



67.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
Better yet, do you have any porKk-
free pork?

Lawr ence sl ans down his |adle, slop sprays everywhere.
Marley's life is saved by Dai sy- Rose's approach. Daisy-Rose
sw pes sone slop off her own cheek and sucks it off her

finger.

DAl SY- ROSE
Mm What's going on here?

LAVWRENCE
| can't work like this for much
| onger. This hippy keeps rubbing it
in ny face that I amworking with
sub- par product.

MARLEY
| prefer to be called a free spirit.
DAl SY- ROSE

And | think it was you, Law ence,
who rubbed it in ny face.

Lawrence softens into a smle. They all start |aughing.

LAWRENCE
You're right, Marley, we put out
what we put in. Garbage in and ny
garbage attitude cones out.

Dai sy- Rose pats himon the shoulder. They all nove to a
near by table as the boys finish up.

DAl SY- ROSE
It's okay. Sean and | have been
brainstorm ng. There's a light at
the end of the tunnel. No, inside
t he tunnel

LAVRENCE
You |ike him You batted your eyes
when you said his nane. Oh, Sean.

She smacks himlike a schoolgirl.

DAl SY- ROSE
Shut up! No, | don't! He's so...so
bl ah.

MARLEY
Hey, that's ny son. And yes, he is.
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Dai sy- Rose gets up to escape, heads over to the G oup of
Boys. ..and Jasper who just cane in.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
And yes, she does.

LAWRENCE
Wher e you goi ng, Daisy-Rose?
DAl SY- ROSE
Away fromyou two, for one. |It's

time. R ght boys?

The G oup of Boys all nod and agree in excitenment. Daisy-
Rose wi nks at Jasper.

CUT TO
EXT. SEAN S CABIN - LATER

Lawr ence, Marley, Ms. Stidwell, Jasper, the dogs and al
t he Boys stand bel ow t he porch whil e Dai sy- Rose knocks on
the front door.

MARLEY
Time for what?

MRS. STI DWELL
You'l |l see.

Sean opens the door, already in his janm es and open robe.
He beans at Dai sy-Rose and cones in for an awkward hug. He
st ops when he sees the group (and Jasper) bel ow the porch.

Marley belts out "Deck the Halls." Everyone | ooks at her

i ke she's the crazy person they know she is. The dogs wail
along with her. You can al nost hear the record scratch Marl ey
realizes the weird | ooks and stops singing.

MARLEY
VWat? We're not caroling?

Dai sy- Rose waves Sean to follow as the group heads down the
hill to the...

EXT. CHRI STMAS TREE FARM - CONTI NUQUS

There's several rows of beautiful Christmas trees. Everyone
stops in their tracks to admre before they finish the descent
down the hill.

DAl SY- ROSE
Four score and seven years ago, we
pl anted sone trees. But not just
any trees.
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FREDDY
Hear ye, hear ye!

DAl SY- ROSE
Qur good friend Jasper facilitated
the planting of this Christmas tree
pat ch, before he went on to change..

She lingers a ook at his face - is that regret she sees?

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
To um change his career from
horti cul ture which woul d have kept
hi m here. Anyways, thank you for
this, it wll help in nore ways than
you know. Giffin, King? Do the
honor s.

Giffin and King cone forward through the group with a gas-
powered chainsaw. King starts that puppy up and it purrs

like a cat. He cuts down his first victim a beautiful Douglas
Fir.

Marl ey falls to her knees and WAI LS.

MARLEY
Noooo! You killed it. Mther Earth
forgive them

Ki ng hands the chainsaw to Giffin who cuts down anot her
tree. Freddy and Frankie console Marl ey.

FREDDY
It's okay, m ss Marley.

FRANKI E
Yeah, people cut down twees all the
time. That's how we heat our houses.

FREDDY
And we plant new ones all the tine.

Mar|l ey wi pes her nose.

MARLEY
VWll, that's true. It's the circle
of life. Thanks, Freddy. You too,
Frankie. Let's go see how we can
hel p.

FRANKI E
| like the twiangle of life.

She takes their little hands and they go hel p Dai sy- Rose and
Jasper twine up the trees for transport.
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Sean avoi ds Dai sy-RRose and Jasper |ike the plague. Luckily
the two teen boys with the chain saw need supervi sion.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. JAVA HUT COFFEE SHOP - LATER

Dai sy- Rose pulls her tank of a vehicle with the trailer fully
| oaded with all the trees into the side parking |ot.

Aunt Jenny greets them as she hops out with Law ence, Jasper,
Giffin, King and a reluctant Sean, still in his robe.

Dai sy- Rose playfully el bows Sean as the others begin to
unl oad. They grab opposite ends of a tree together.

DAl SY- ROSE
Don't let himget you down.
Forgi veness isn't just for the other
person, you know.

She nods toward Jasper as they place the tree against the
cafe with the others and go back to the vehicle to get
anot her.

SEAN
He just gets under ny skin. He's so
ponmpous. What kind of person fires
you from your own conpany?

DAl SY- ROSE
Now you know how I feel when you try
to take over the boys' party plans
|"ve helped with since before I could
even say Chri stnas.

She pats his arm

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Besi des, the cosm cs say that
everyt hi ng happens for a reason.

SEAN
Point taken. | think we can have
sone wiggle roomto let you and the
boys use the profits fromthe tree
| ot however you want.

DAl SY- ROSE
| planned on it.

He cracks a snile.
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SEAN
Cosm cs? You' ve been hangi ng out
with nmy nomtoo |ong.

DAl SY- ROSE
| know, | tried telling her we're
cel ebrating Christmas not Cosmi c-
mas.

She | ooks into his eyes, they linger a bit |onger than normal.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Al right. Back to work, you're
cutting into nmy profits.

They take another tree off the trailer.

DI SSCLVE TQO

I NT. JAVA HUT COFFEE SHOP - A LI TTLE LATER

Giffin and King sit across fromeach other at a booth sipping
cocoa With beautiful mle-high whipped cream and sprinkl es.
Ah, diabetes in a nug.

GRI FFI' N
VWhat's the big deal about this stupid
party anyway?

Ki ng shrugs.

Kl NG
| dunno. It's like they're trying
to create sonething magical .

GRI FFI'N
Magi cal ? That's the stupidest thing
|"ve ever heard.

KI NG
Ri ght? That's what they all say:
"Christmas is so magical." Bl ah,
bl ah, blah. | don't get it, but it
makes themall in a good nood and

the little kids seemto like it.

They both slurp their whip creamdown. Giffin sniffs his
mug and considers for a nonent.

GRI FFI' N
| guess | get it. This snells |ike
my grandma's house. W spent a couple
Christmas's there. W played ganes
and ate so many cookies ny brother
t hrew up.
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Kl NG
You have a brother too?

GRI FFI' N
Yeah. He's deployed, but he said
when he gets back | can live with
hi m

KI NG
That's cool. Wat about your
grandma' s house?

Giffin shakes his head and sl urps nore cocoa.

KI NG ( CONT' D)
| only renenber Christmas here. |
guess it can feel sort of magical.

GRI FFI N
| hear that guy Sean shut it down.

Kl NG
| know. What a jerk. Add that to
t he garbage heap of our chil dhood.

H's turn to hide his feelings behind his cocoa as he sl urps
it up.

DAl SY-RCSE (O S.)
Attention, everyone!

The boys turn to see Dai sy-Rose standing on a chair. All
the other adults are gathered too, which now includes Belinda
and Tandy who is behind the counter punping out coffee drinks.

Jasper and Tandy's hands graze as she passes him his nug,
they |l ock eyes. Tandy smles shyly, although there's no
telling what's happeni ng behind Jasper’'s 'stache.

Sean sits by hinself at a nearby table perusing the newspaper.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| have sone good news. The runors
are true, you can tell the boys when
we get back up the hill that...

She smles at King and Giffin.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
...the party is officially back on.
And | don't mean the humliating
hobnobbi ng fundrai sing party. |
mean the actual Christmas cel ebration.
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LAVRENCE
How? You're not cutting out ny food
budget conpletely are you?

DAI SY- ROSE
Are you ki dding? Once we get al
t he books out of the red, you're
getting doubl e the budget.

Sean | ooks up fromthe paper and CLEARS H S THROAT.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Hopeful |y at |east a ten-percent
I ncr ease.

Sean nods his approval .

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Regardl ess. Everyone pl ease raise
your mugs to first, Aunt Jenny, for
letting us turn her parking lot into
atree lot.

Aunt Jenny gives a hunbl e wave.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
|"ve been feeling like | let everyone
down. 1've really been struggling
with that in fact. So ny biggest
heartfelt thanks to soneone who
recently took nme by surprise..

Sean smles prematurely in anticipation of his nane.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
He's really made an inpact for not
only ne, but our boys: Jasper.

Sean's face melts.
Tandy's face lights up.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Jasper has convinced the board to
direct all of their charitable funds
to | dahope. Jasper, get over here
and tell us about this foundation of
yours.

Everyone cl aps for Jasper as he renoves his wheelie shoes
before stepping onto the chair (safety first).

SEAN
(to hinself)
| started that foundation.



4.

He's had enough - he takes off. Daisy-Rose and Bel i nda
converse with their eyes as if saying "WH?" But both shrug
it off as Jasper makes his self-congratul atory speech.

The newspaper |eft on the table shows a want-ad for the
Resort. Next to the want-ad, you see Calvin (the

nmodel /receptionist) in an advertisenent for Goat Cheese Farns.
Good for him

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. | DAHOPE BOYS' HOMVE - MORNI NG

The property radi ates peace and tranquillity as the busy
boys are all sound asl eep and the sun cones up over the
nount ai n.

It doesn't last long: a snowmvobile flies up with two people
on it, Sean and a SNOWOBI LER WOVAN, both in hel nets that
say "The Resort." Sean junps off and hands the hel net back
to her.

SEAN
Thanks for the ride.

The Snownobil er Woman REVS the engi ne to say goodbye and
speeds off in a flurry of snow.

Sean hikes it up to his cabin and heads i nside.
| NT. SEAN S CABI N - CONTI NUOUS
Sean strips off his coat and tosses it onto a nearby chair.

MARLEY (O S.)
You're not going to hang it up?

Sean junps out of his skin, hand on his heart. He flicks on
the light to reveal Marley on the couch, sitting criss-cross
appl esauce.

SEAN
Moml What are you doi ng here?

MARLEY
Waiting up for you. You had everyone
worried sick. It's not |ike you at
al | .

SEAN

Isn'"t that what you want? For ne to
be different? More |ike you and
dad?

Sean puts a log onto the fire and cops a squat on the hearth.
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MARLEY
No. Well, yeah. A little. You're
just so high-strung.

SEAN
VWll, one of us had to be that way
or else the Wnnebego woul d have
been repossessed nore than once.
And if living in a Wnnebego wasn't
honel ess enough. .

MARLEY
You al ways were good with noney.

Sean gives up and gets up to go to the kitchen.

SEAN
Do you want to stay for coffee, nonf

MARLEY
|'"d love to. But afterward, you
really, really need to go apol ogi ze
to Dai sy-Rose. She was up all night,
worried sick about you.

Sean nods.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
| finally convinced her to let ne
wrap her in nmy weighted | avender
bl anket .

Sean runs the |oud coffee grinder, it's nmuch nore pl easant
than listening to his nother.

DI SSCLVE TQO
| NT. CAFETERI A - SAME Tl ME

Lawrence and Giffin are behind the counter rolling out al
sorts of cookie doughs.

LAWRENCE
That's perfect, Giff. You' ve done
this before, haven't you?

Giffin shrugs, but smles.

The ot her boys are all chattering over Lawence's beauti ful
bi scuits and gravy. Freddy, King and Frankie sit at a table
with a few ot her boys.

KI NG
This is really good. 1'Ill have your
sausage, Frankie.
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Franki e hands King his plate.

KI NG ( CONT' D)
Thanks, bud.

FRANKI E
When can we go work on our sweds?

FREDDY
Sss- LLLL- eds.

FRANKI E
That's what | said. S-LL-Wds.

Freddy and Ki ng | augh.

KI NG
As soon as you're done with your
breakfast. W' Il have to get those

pi ctures of surf boards that Daisy-
Rose printed for us.

FREDDY
That remnds nme, | need to go finish
sol dering the fingers onto Robot
Charlie.

He takes off.
CUT TO
| NT. DAI SY-ROSE' S BEDROOM - A LI TTLE LATER

Dai sy- Rose saws sone serious logs. She's tucked in nicely
with Marley's tie-dyed wei ghted bl anket .

From her POV a handsone chiseled fireman, BRAD, stands over
her as she opens one eye and starts to cone to as she hears
her nanme. O is she dream ng?

BRAD
Dai sy- Rose. Wake up.

She shuts her eyes tight to keep the dream goi ng.

SEAN
Dai sy- Rose! Get up

She sits up quick, her hair a rat's nest on top of her head.
She wi pes the drool fromthe side of her nouth.

DAI SY- ROSE
What the? Wsat's going on? Oh, hey
Br ad!
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BRAD
Come with nme. Your science | ab burned
down.

DAl SY- ROSE
Agai n?

She grabs a coat and they head out qui ck.
CUT TO
EXT. SCI ENCE LAB - MOMENTS LATER

Brad the Fireman is ten steps ahead of Dai sy-Rose and Sean
as they approach the charred, snoldering building. Nothing
but remmants of |ab stations.

Everyone is gathered at the scene. The dogs are running
around sniffing everything, making sure everyone is safe.

SEAN
What do you nmean again?

She shrugs and heads over to a distraught Ms. Stidwell who
has her armaround a terrified Freddy. Daisy-Rose scoops up
little Frankie.

Sean wanders over to Law ence.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
What does she nmean again? CQur
insurance is going to drop us if
this is a regular thing.

LAVWRENCE
VWhat i nsurance?

Sean can't even handle it, but Brad the Fireman interrupts
before his head has a chance to expl ode.

BRAD

Excuse ne. First of all, 1'd like

to say that I'msorry this happened.

Agai n.

Sean shakes his head, he still can't believe it.
SEAN
(to hinself)

Agai n?  \Wy?

BRAD

As you know, the tinme it takes to
get the trucks up this road, this
( MORE)
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BRAD ( CONT' D)
coul d have been so nuch worse. But
luckily, King is a brilliant |eader
and a qui ck thinker.

DAl SY- ROSE
That's what | al ways say!
FRANKI E
She does. | heared it!

Freddy keeps his head down.

MARLEY
Yep, he does have a naturally yell ow
aura. The color of the solar plexus
chakra, the source of his persona
power .

Everyone stares bl ankly at her.

MARLEY ( CONT' D)
Never m nd, go on

BRAD
He saw the snoke and didn't hesitate
to call 9-1-1. But he didn't stop
there. He rallied all the ol der
boys and knew where each and every
extingui sher was | ocated and forned
a barrier around the building with
t he retardant foam

Ki ng shrugs but beanms with pride.

BRAD ( CONT' D)

If it's okay with Daisy-Rose, would

you like to work down at the station
a couple days a week. You wouldn't

be a firefighter, yet. But we have
pl enty of other stuff for you to do
and learn. As long as you keep your
grades up.

Ki ng | ooks at Dai sy-Rose. She nods.

KI NG
Ckay.

Everyone appl auds, even Sean.

DI SSCLVE TQO
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| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - AFTERNOON
Sean sits at his desk, head resting on his fist. Remants

of the great foil caper are apparent. Daisy-Rose taps on
t he cracked door.

DAI SY- ROSE
Hey. | didn't get a chance to yell
at you.

SEAN

Ch, then please cone in.
She does and sits across fromhimat the desk.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
How are you so happy? How do you do

t hi s?
DAl SY- ROSE
An ounce of faith is worth a buttl oad
of peace.
He' s not convi nced.
SEAN

Pr of ound.

Dai sy- Rose grabs the phone off the desk and dials. She
t ouches the speaker-phone button and pl aces the phone on the
desk.

CHARLIE (O.S.)
Al oha, ny Dai sy- Rose.

DAl SY- ROSE
H , dad. Say hi to Sean.

SEAN
H, Charlie.

CHARLIE (O.S.)
Hel | o, Ccean, |'ve heard so nuch
about you.

Sean gl ares at Dai sy- Rose.

SEAN
Clearly.

DAl SY- ROSE
Dad, give the speech you give to al
t he new boys.
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EXT. HAWAI | AN TI KI BAR - SAME TI ME

Charlie's shirt says, "Adult Daycare Provider: The Bartender."
He stands behind the Tiki Bar as he makes drinks for a couple
of day-drinking SAD SAPS.

CHARLI E
Keeping in mnd, this inspirational
speech is given to the foster boys
t hat age out of the system under
our, well, now your care.

Charlie shakes the drink shaker and pours.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
Thi ngs happen in everyone's life
that there's no control over. Right?

Sad Saps both nod. Charlie slides their drinks across the
bar to them

SEAN (O S.)
Absol utely.

CHARLI E
Exactly. Have you ever thought about
why the windshield is so nuch | arger
than the rearview mrror?

One Sad Sap rubs his chin, the other purses his lips in deep
t hought .

SEAN (O S.)
Not really.

CHARLI E
It's not safe to always be | ooking
behind you. |It's so much better to

| ook in front of you.

The Sad Saps | ook around at the gorgeous beach and pal mtrees.
They both sit up alittle taller.

CHARLI E (CONT' D)
I f you don't |ike the scenery, sure
you can take a right or a left. And
sonetimes when there's no options or
the road gets bunpy you just stay
t he course, push ahead. Eventually,
a new path awaits.

DAl SY- ROSE (0. S.)
And?
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CHARLI E
And an ounce of faith is worth a
buttl oad of peace.

The Sad Saps | eave their cash tips on the bar and frolic
away gleefully. A new lease on life.

| NT. | DAHOPE OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS
Sean has a smle on his face.

DAl SY- ROSE
| told you.

SEAN
Yes, you did.

CHARLIE (O S.)
| got to go. Custoners.

CLICK. He's off the phone.

DAl SY- ROSE
Cust oners?

She hangs up her end. She grabs Sean's hands.
DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)

| really appreciate everything you've
done here. Please hang in there and

you'll see why this place is so
speci al .

SEAN
| can tell you one reason why it's
so speci al

He | ooks into her eyes. But darn his timng, Jasper peeks
his head in.

JASPER
You ready? Oh, hey, Sean, you can
come too if you want.

DAl SY- ROSE
We're just heading to town to get
sonme stuff for the party.

SEAN
What about the |ab? Shouldn't we
focus on paying for that first?
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DAl SY- ROSE
Eh, it's Christmas break, we'll worry
about that later. They can do science
in the Activity Center until it's

rebuilt. Again.

Sean | oosens up and actually smles at her blasé attitude.
H's smle fades when he | ooks over at Jasper.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Cnon, it'll be fun. Your nonis
comng with us.

SEAN
Nah, | have sone budget stuff to
| ook at.

DAl SY- ROSE

Suit yourself.
She winks at him gets up and | eaves with a snug Jasper.
Dl SSOLVE TO
MONTAGE - VAR QUS

A) INT. CAFETERI A - Lawence and Gif

[
t he kitchen producing beautiful flip
roast beasts and fancy trinm ngs.

f work seaml essly in
f g

in
| op gi ngerbread cooki es,
B) EXT. IDAHOPE - Lights are being strung by Ms. Stidwell
and ot her people, fake pal mtrees are being set, snowren
being built by sonme of the boys. One snowran in particular

with a Hawaiian shirt resenbles Charlie. Some snow scul ptures
of turtles and pineapples are also there.

C) INT. ACTIVITY CENTER - King, Freddy, Frankie and ot her
boys all work on making the sleds |ook |ike surf boards.

D) INT. OFFICE - Sean, phone cradled in his shoulder, intently
types on his conputer. You see the Resort |ogo on the screen.

E) INT. BELINDA'S - Belinda and Jack wap little gifts, while
their Preschool ers keep grabbing them and running off. Chaos
as usual .

F) EXT. TOMN - Jasper, Marley and Dai sy-Rose carry a boat
| oad of shopping bags as they wal k down the sidewal k. Jasper
and Marley clearly hit it off (in a nother/son way).

G |INT. JAVA HUT - Aunt Jenny and Tandy prepare dozens of

single serve cups wth dry ingredients for cocoas (candy
canes, marshmal |l ows and chocol ate chi ps).

MONTAGE END



83.
| NT. JAVA HUT COFFEE SHOP - CONTI NUCUS

Mar | ey, Jasper and Dai sy-Rose cone in for a warmup and to
take a load off fromall their shopping.

Aunt Jenny pushes Tandy from behind the counter.

TANDY
H , Jasper. \What can | get you?

JASPER
How about a cappuccino? Extra foam

Dai sy- Rose stonps on his foot hard under the table. He
W nces.

JASPER ( CONT' D)
Ch, um also, your phone nunber?

TANDY
| thought you'd never ask!

She goes back to the counter and wites her nunber on his
cup before meking the drink.

DAl SY- ROSE
| hope you're sharing your drink
because next to you we're invincible.

MARLEY
Speci al things happen when Saturn
and Jupiter align. It only happens
every twenty years.

DAl SY- ROSE
Yeah, but Christmas is magical every

year.

Aunt Jenny brings over drinks for Marley and Dai sy-Rose, she
pulls up a seat. Tandy shyly drops off Jasper's drink and
returns to her station.

AUNT JENNY
Whah, you have quite the haul.

She attenpts to peak into a bag, Daisy-Rose slaps her hand
away.

DAI SY- ROSE
M nd your business.

AUNT JENNY
Fine, well, anyway it seens

everything's com ng together.
( MORE)
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AUNT JENNY ( CONT' D)
Dai sy- Rose, you sure work better
when there's a fire under your belt.
No tinme to think about the choices.

Sean enters the coffee shop.

MARLEY
Speaki ng of easy choices for you.

Aunt Jenny smles back at Marley.

DAl SY- ROSE
Nah, he definitely doesn't |ike ne.
|"mpretty sure he's leaving us for
t he Resort.

She shows Aunt Jenny her phone which shows "The Resort, App
desi gned by Ccean Enterprises.”

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Besi des, gl ass houses, Auntie.
( Coughi ng)
Can't commt after 22 years.

Aunt Jenny waves her off and | eaves the seat for Sean.

SEAN
I"'mglad | found you. 1'd like to
talk to you later if you can.

She nods.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
But first is there anything el se you
need for the Extravaganza?

DAl SY- ROSE
We got the Christmas Jamm es, food
and cocoa is covered. Belinda and
Jack were able to put a little
sonet hing together. W can al ways
do nore in the surprise departnent,
but I think we're as good as we're
gonna get. And RSVPs are in for our
excl usive guest |ist.

Jasper and Marley are giving each other funny | ooks.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
Ch, just tell him

MARLEY
| tal ked to your dad today.
( MORE)
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MARLEY ( CONT' D)
it for him You want to go

[ wa
me to pick himup at the airport
?

W'

with

| at er
SEAN

Wiy not? I'min the Christmas spirit.

JASPER
VWhat tinme do we | eave, Mama Marl ey?

Sean bites his lip, he's really trying hard to be cool
Dai sy- Rose catches his eye and offers a smle of
encour agenent .

CUT TO
I NT. MARLEY'S CAR - LATER

Jasper and Sean are shoul der to shoulder in the cramred
backseat, no thanks to all the |uggage pushing Sean into
Jasper. Jasper wears a red and black African Shirt. Sean
has his green one crunpled in his |ap.

Marl ey drives on the highway, her husband, ALVIN beans in
t he passenger seat. He |ooks |like an old but skinny Jerry
Garcia wearing a yellow African shirt, simlar to Jasper's.

ALVI N
| m ssed you guys so nuch. \What a
journey. | went there to teach, but

sonehow | ended up | earning so nmuch.

Sean rolls his eyes, he's heard it all before. Jasper |eans
in and listens intently.

JASPER
Thanks for the great shirt, dad.

ALVI N
You' re wel come, son

Mar| ey checks Sean's reaction in the rearview as all the
beads hanging fromit sway. He's scowing, of course.

MARLEY
You figure out your Christmas surprise
yet, QOcean?

SEAN
Not in the slightest.

MARLEY
W' re adopting Jasper.
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ALVI N
You're going to have that brother
you al ways want ed.

Sean slaps his palmto his forehead.
SEAN
Can you even do that? He's a grown
man- chi | d.

Sean gl ances at Jasper's signature wheelie shoe jammng into
hi s kneecap.

ALVI N
Adul t adoptions are nore conmmon than
you think. It solidifies a famli al
bond.

JASPER

What d'ya say? Brothers?

SEAN
First, we like the sane girl and now
we share parents?

JASPER
You |i ke Tandy too0?
SEAN
Yes, wait, no. | thought you and

Dai sy- Rose were...Tandy fromthe
cof fee shop?

Jasper smles dreamly.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
Well, yeah, okay. Brothers. | guess.

He extends a handshake to Jasper.

DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. ACTIVITY CENTER - NI GHT
All 40 boys and the dogs are gathered around the tree in
their adorable matching Christmas Jamm es. Even, Giffin and
King are in the spirit.
The Activity Center | ooks festive and cozy. Daisy-Rose sits

next to the tree facing them There's just the pile of snal
gifts that Belinda was working on under the tree.



87.

DAl SY- ROSE
Before we start the novie, who can
tell nme what they're nost excited
about tonorrow?

Franki e raises his hand enthusiastically. She points at
hi m

FRANKI E
The cooki es!
She points to Xander.
XANDER
To see our friends and feel |ike
famly.
DAl SY- ROSE

Right. You know what Charlie always
said: our famly may not be what
ot her people consider perfect but...

FREDDY
...\ get what we get and we don't
throwa fit.

DAl SY- ROSE
Well, that applies too. To nost
famlies actually. Thank you, Freddy.

Lawr ence hands out his special gournet popcorn balls.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| was going to say that we can find
joy in any circunstance. And | know
| | ove each one of you so nuch.
Al t hough, I'mvery, very sorry that
you' re m ssing people special to
you, | amglad that | get to be with
you.

ALL
W | ove you too, Daisy-Rose.

DAl SY- ROSE
Now, let's watch the novie then get
ready for Santa to cone tonight.
And then our party!

FRANKI E
Qur stravaganza!

Al'l the boys CHEER
CUT TO
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I NT. ACTIVITY CENTER - MORNI NG

Dai sy- Rose enters the roomand hits the lights. The tree
now has triple the gifts under it. Hung in a line on the
wall next to the tree are knitted stockings wth nanes of
each the boys.

Dai sy- Rose wanders over to the stockings, gently touching
t hem as she | ooks.

SEAN (O S.)
Looks pretty great, doesn't it?

Dai sy- Rose turns around to find Sean standing very close to
her. Onh, the good kind of tension.

DAl SY- ROSE
Yes, don't ruin it by telling ne
your news.

SEAN
What news?

DAl SY- ROSE

Didn't you take a job at the Resort?
Not that it natters to ne. You' ve
been a pain in nmy neck since the

m nute you got here.

SEAN
Dai sy- Rose, you drive ne crazy too.

He gently pulls her under the m stletoe and they Kkiss.
Finally.

SEAN ( CONT' D)
And yes, | was sub-contracted by the
Resort to build their app. For a
boat | oad of cash and a generous

offer for the boys. | belong here.
This place is special. You're
speci al .

DAl SY- ROSE

Oh, thank goodness, you're staying.
| don't know what |1'd do w t hout
you. What did you get for the boys?
Sean sm | es.
CUT TO
A LI TTLE LATER

The boys are all going crazy with excitenent.



GRI FFI'N
| can't believe |I have ny own skis.
KI NG
| can't believe we get to take
| essons.
GRI FFI'N
Grandma al ways said that was a rich
person's hobby. I'mrich!

89.

Freddy and Frankie happily hug their knitted stockings.
Dai sy- Rose hangs back and smles. Marley approaches her.

MARLEY

Kismet is a funny thing. Alvin's
flight got bunped, causing himto
have a | ong enough | ayover in M am
where he found all of the knitted
stockings at a Goodwill. And a few
extras. He even had tine to stitch
t he nanes in.

DAl SY- ROSE
The Lord does work in mysterious
ways.
Her phone rings. [It's Charlie on video chat,

beauti ful palm

trees in his background. He's wearing a Leg Lanp T-shirt.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
H , dad! Merry Chri stnas.

CHARLI E
Mel e Kal i ki makal

Charlie sneaks up behind her, all the boys G GEE.On her
Wi

phone, you see the back of her head, still t

trees. She turns around.

DAI SY- ROSE
What the heck? Hi, daddy! You're
back?

FREDDY

This is al most as cool as our robot,
huh, Ms. Stidwell?

Ms. Stidwell nods.

CHARLI E
Retirement got boring without all of
you guys. FYl, | amno bartender.

h the palm

They enbrace. Al the boys run up and hug hi mtoo.
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SEAN
G ad ny green-screen app did the
trick.

DAl SY- ROSE

You' ve been busy! Wich rem nds ne.
| better get busy squeezing all these
or anges.

Sean hands her a beautiful crystal citrus juicer with a red
bow on it.

She hands him a canvas print of an old postage stanp.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)
| could only afford a picture of the
st anp.

SEAN
The Two- Cent Bl ue Hawaiian M ssionary.
| love it. And | |ove you, Daisy-
Rose.

DAl SY- ROSE
| love you too, Ccean. |'msure of
it.
They enbrace. Al the boys nake barf faces.

DI SSOCLVE TO
EXT. | DAHOPE BOYS' HOVE - EVEN NG
The party is i

in
Jenny serves up
st unp.

full swing, much |ike last year's. Aunt
the cocoas. Daisy Rose stands on a wood

DAl SY- ROSE
Pl aces everyone. Aunt Jenny, wl|
you pl ease go put this on?

She hands her a wedding dress. Aunt Jenny | ooks up and sees
Lawr ence, decked out waiting for her at the pergol a.

DAl SY- ROSE ( CONT' D)

You want me to nmake decisions. |'m
deciding, it is time for you to marry
t hat man.

AUNT JENNY
You're right.

DAl SY- ROSE

Well, what are you waiting for?
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Aunt Jenny takes the dress and runs to go get ready.

DI SSOLVE TO
A LI TTLE LATER

A ROVANTI C CHRI STMAS SONG pl ays as we see Aunt Jenny and
Lawr ence exchange vows (Marley officiating), they kiss and
run back up the aisle. The boys bl ow bubbles as they run

by.

The boys cheers and celebrate with cocoa and the adults cheers
wi th chanpagne. Daisy-Rose and Sean serve everyone the roast.
A true cel ebration

A LI TTLE LATER

Al the adults: Sean, Daisy-Rose, Charlie, Marley, Al vin,
Jasper, Tandy, Ms. Stidwell, Nettie, Calvin, Belinda, Jack,
friends fromher birthday, Aunt Jenny and Lawence all sit
around the canpfire, while the boys all use the surfboard

sl eds.

King and Giffin reach the bottomof the hill together.

Kl NG
Merry Christmas, Giff.

GRI FFI N
You too, King. You were right. It's
pretty magical.

King tosses a snow ball at him they laugh. It starts to
SNOW.

Musi c: O HOLY NI GHT.

Dai sy- Rose and Sean hol d hands as she | ays her head on his
shoul der.

FADE OUT
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