Revenge of the Robo-Witers: The Franchi se Conti nues
By
Ri chard Buzzel |



| NT. SPORTS BAR - DAY
REDUNDANT WRI TER (40) wal ks into the bar.
He wal ks over to the bar and takes a seat on a stool.

He’ s approached by BARTENDI NG BOTI, who | ooks |ike a regul ar
human bartender.

BARTENDI NG BOT
What can | get you pal ?

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Just a beer please.

BARTENDI NG BOT
We have a special today on tequil a,
hal f price.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
No thanks, |I’'Il just have the beer.

BARTENDI NG BOT
But the tequila will give you a
much | ower price point per unit of
al cohol than the beer wll.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
That’ s okay, 1’1l just have the
beer.

BARTENDI NG BOT
Are you sure you want to nmake that
i1l ogical choice?

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Yeah, |'msure. | don't |ike
tequila. | |ike beer.

BARTENDI NG BOT
Aren’t you programed to change
what you |ike when there is an
econoni ¢ advantage to doi ng so?

REDUNDANT WRI TER
| m not programred to do anyt hi ng.
Wiy woul d you ask that?

BARTENDI NG BOT
| seek information about your
programm ng so that | can adjust ny
conversational input to better suit
your preferences.



REDUNDANT WRI TER
What ? Hey, wait a mnute. You're
not one of those bartending bots
| ve been readi ng about, are you?

BARTENDI NG BOT
Thank you for that conplinment. Yes,
| amthe latest in bartending
t echnol ogy.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Oh crap, this is terrible.

BARTENDI NG BOT
What is terrible about having a
hi gh-tech bartender?

REDUNDANT W\RI TER
It’s terrible because bots are
everywhere now. | just lost ny job
to a bot.

BARTENDI NG BOT
Whi ch bot were you replaced by?

REDUNDANT WRI TER
The Robo-Witer 2000.

BARTENDI NG BOT
Ch yes, that is an excellent bot.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
No it’s not. It stole ny job.

BARTENDI NG BOT
It didn’'t steal your job. You were
repl aced because the Robo-Witer is
nore efficient at doing your job
t han you were.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
If by nore efficient, you nean
following a script-witing fornula
better, then yeah, it’s nore
efficient.

BARTENDI NG BOT
O course that is what | nean. Bots
al ways follow the instructions they
are given. That’s why they are
better than human workers.



REDUNDANT WRI TER
Not at screenwriting they' re not.

BARTENDI NG BOT
Wiy woul d a bot not be better at
screenwiting?

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Because they have no creativity.
They just keep doing the sane thing
over and over.

BARTENDI NG BOT
Exactly. They produce a consi stent
product that their enployers can
rely on.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
But it’s the sane thing every tine.

BARTENDI NG BOT
That’s what | said, a consistent
product. It’s the bot advantage.
Hunans are too unreliable.

REDUNDANT W\RI TER
Yeah, well, sonetinmes unreliability
is a good thing.

BARTENDI NG BOT
That sounds |i ke sonething an
unreliable human woul d say.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
If you're saying |'munreliable,
t hen yeah, guilty as charged.

BARTENDI NG BOT
That’ s why you were repl aced.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
| guess so. Who needs an unreliable
witer when the Robo-Witer 2000
can crank out sequel after seque
after sequel ?

BARTENDI NG BOT
Now you’' re getting it.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
You' re not programed to understand
sarcasm are you?



BARTENDI NG BOT
" m programred to ignore it.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
O course you are.

Bart endi ng Bot pauses before continuing the conversation.

BARTENDI NG BOT
So why have you not been
reassi gned?

REDUNDANT WRI TER
| was supposed to report for
reassi gnnent yesterday, but |
didn’t go.

BARTENDI NG BOT
More unreliabl e human behavi or ?
Little wonder you were repl aced.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Vell I'"mnot interested in
reassi gnment .

BARTENDI NG BOT
But you need to be processed
t hrough the Witer Disposal Unit.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Witer Disposal Unit? Wat are you
tal ki ng about ?

BARTENDI NG BOT
It’s a process for providing you
Wi th a new purpose.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
What new pur pose?

BARTENDI NG BOT
As fertilizer.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Oh crap! Good thing I didn't go.

BARTENDI NG BOT
No. It’s a bad thing when you don’t
follow instructions.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
It’s a bad thing that I didn't get
processed into fertilizer?



BARTENDI NG BOT
| f those were your instructions,
then it’s a bad thing that you
didn’t do it.

REDUNDANT WRI TER
Ckay bot, | think we're not going
to conme to an agreenent on this
one. Way don’t you just get ne ny
beer ?

BARTENDI NG BOT
"1l get you a tequila. It’s a
better deal.
Bartendi ng Bot noves off to get the tequil a.

Redundant Witer struggles with the irony of the bot not
follow ng the instructions to provide a beer.



