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FADE | N:
EXT. ELVAS AVENUE FI NANCI AL SERVI CES, SACRAMENTO, CA - DAY

This is a mediumrise office building in the city's East
Sacranent o area.

I NT. SUSANNAH S OFFI CE - DAY

An efficient-1ooking, orderly space...where a wall features
Air Force and Iraq War photos and certificates (in addition
to finance-industry |icenses).

SUSANNAH MACAULAY (49, conpetitive, romantic) sits across
from NORM and SHEI LA BANKSTON (both 67) at a small round
table on the far side of the office.

SUSANNAH
Norm .. Sheila...we're honored that
you' ve chosen El vas Avenue
Fi nanci al Servi ces.

Norm | ooks up fromthe brochure(s) in his hands.
SHEI LA
W' ve heard from our nei ghbors that
you're the best in town.

SUSANNAH
Thank you. W appreciate that.

He gazes at a picture of a younger Susannah (in her Air Force
uni form standing next to an F-16 pl ane.

Normturns his gaze to Susannah.

NORM

Did you really fly one of those?
SUSANNAH

Yes, | did.

Sheil a shoots Norm an |-tol d-you-so | ook.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
This visit is about you two...not
about ne.

Susannah eyes Sheila's nmegawatt smle.
SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)

Tell nme about yourselves...and your
retirenent plans.



SHEI LA
d ad to, Susannah.

Nor m goes back to his brochure(s).
Susannah yanks out her cell phone to record the conversation.

SHEI LA ( CONT' D)
Norm and | have worked in the same
snack-food factory for the | ast
twenty years.

SUSANNAH
| under st and.

SHEI LA
Before that, Normand | worked in a
cont ai ner factory.

A noddi ng Norm | ooks up at Susannah.

SHEI LA ( CONT' D)
W did that for sixteen years.

NORM
| quit because | got tired of
coworkers trying to stuff ne into
one of those big old Gayl ords.

SHEI LA
(pointing to Norm
And | got tired of pulling you out
every tinme.

Nor m cat ches anot her | ook at Susannah's war photos, then
eyebal I s Susannah hersel f.

NORM
You didn't really fly one of those,
did you?

SHEI LA
Norm..if you ask her that one nore
time, I'mgonna find one of those
Gayl ords and stuff you init.
Susannah's nmouth flies open.
EXT. AMERI CAN AVENUE - DAY

A couple of cars rest on the street in front of a two-story
house in Sacranento's Gardenl and area.



On the front lawn: A sign that reads "FOR SALE."
I NT. HOUSE FOR SALE' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

VALENTI NA DOBRYNI N (39, adventurous; Russia-born, Anerica-
rai sed) takes MALI K CRAWFORD (35, Black) and wife ANJANETTE
ROSARI O- CRAWFORD (34, Brown) on a tour of the space.

Al three wear light clothing to beat the April heat.

VALENTI NA
You both picked a great tine to
| ook for a home.

Anj anette shakes her head "yes."

MALI K
Anj anette and | just got through
doi ng our tax returns.

VALENTI NA
To tell the truth, any tine
woul d' ve been a great time to | ook
for a hone.

Val entina, Malik, and Anjanette stroll on.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
I couldn't nmke that kind of
st at enent back honme in Mscow

Anj anette and Malik stare Val enti na down.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
And | don't nean Moscow, | daho.

ANJANETTE
Uh. .. oh. .. kay.

VALENTI NA
Harsh, harsh winters...and springs.

ANJANETTE
Anyway...Malik and I don't care if
this is a tw-fam |y house.

MALI K
We can use the upstairs for our
of fice.
Valentina's is a sl ow nod.

She stops in her tracks.



ANJANETTE
Actually...offices. He's an online
reviewer and | do the sane thing
for "Sactown" magazi ne.

VALENTI NA
CGCot it. Conflict of interest.

Mal i k's and Anjanette's eyes sparkle as the twosone | ook
around the room

MALI K
On the other hand, think of all the
parties we could throw down here.

VALENTI NA
Speaki ng of parties...let's tour
t he kitchen.

MALI K

Thought you' d never ask!
As the threesone head for the kitchen:

ANJANETTE
Val entina, did you ever do any
spyi ng when you were in Russia?

VALENTI NA
Have you two ever heard of an eight-
year-ol d KGB agent ?

EXT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' HOUSE - NI GHT

Here's an interesting-1ooking house not far from Sutter's
Landi ng Regional Park in the city's East Sac nei ghborhood.

MAI'N TI TLES APPEAR OVER ACTI ON.
I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

A BASKETBALL GAME pl ays on the big-screen TV in this
efficient, alnost-Spartan space...but the sound' s DOWN.

Susannah and husband CRAI G ALLRED (49, sentinental, fun-
loving) sit at a sofa, where they eat a variety of
entrees/ sal ads/ desserts on this Potluck Friday N ght.

CRAI G
Valentina...did you tell 'em about
your Uncle Vliadimr?



Valentina (in a recliner) chows down when hubby BRAD
DRAZENOVI CH (39, bold, irreverent) junps up fromhis
seat...and noves it next to Val entina.

BRAD
(sits down)
This |'ve gotta hear.

Si x eyes stare Val enti na down.

VALENTI NA
Dam right | did.
(takes a bite)
Uncl e VI addy was the |ast of the
spies in our famly.

SUSANNAH " SUSY" MACAULAY- ALLRED JR (15, wi secracking) and
her brother ELI MACAULAY- ALLRED (13, searching) cone out of
the kitchen and into the living room

Both carry plates of chicken w ngs.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
He tried to get Manma and Papa to
join the KGB. But they wouldn't.

Eli and Susy settle into the |last two avail abl e seats.

SUSY
VWit for it, Eli.

A nodding Eli wolfs down a chicken w ng.

VALENTI NA
Mama and Papa can't steal secrets
to save their souls.
(between bites)
That's why |I'mthe sane way.

BRAD
(to Val entina)
That's why you're no fun
Crai g and Val entina | augh.
Brad rises and goes to the kitchen.

SUSANNAH
Brad, you've got the right idea.

Wil e Brad raises his hand on his way out, Susannah turns to
the four other eaters.



SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Pl ease...eat up. W've got a whole
ot nore left.

Two or three folks AD LIB their agreenent.
Brad returns to the living roomwith a plate of cheesecake.

CRAI G
(1 ooks up at Brad)
That's your second one, ain't it?

BRAD
Yeah, Craig.
(to Susannah)
And I'm gonna find out your secret.

Susannah wat ches Brad sit down and dig his fork into the
cheesecake.

SUSANNAH
What's it worth to you?

Laughs break out all over the room
When it all dies down:
ELI

Mom .. Dad...Susy...Brad...Val ...l
hope you don't mind ny asking...

CRAI G
Eli...son...you just ask away.
Eli's all smles.
ELI

What ' s your fantasy job?
Several nouths fly open

ELI (CONT' D)
I"'m doing a term paper for schoo
about people's fantasy jobs.

Susy's eyes |ight up.

SUSY
You know ne.

Susannah shakes her head "yes."



SUSY ( CONT' D)
I wanna play guitar in Joan Jett or
Taylor Swi ft's band.

Susy bolts out of her seat, sets her plate down, and pl ays
air guitar

Val enti na and Susannah | ook proud.
Brad stares at Craig.

ELI
(sets his plate down)
That's so Susy.

Eli rests his chin on his fists.

SUSY
Al'l right, Eli Micaul ay-Allred,
what's your fantasy job?

ELI
I wanna be an NFL quarterback!

Susy sits right back down.
Susannah's proud | ook continues...Craig and Brad cl ap.

ELI (CONT' D)
Vell, I was naned after El
Manni ng!
(wags finger at Susy)
Two-time Super Bow chanpion El

Manni ng.
SUSANNAH
That's right.
VALENTI NA
I hope you two kids get your wi sh.
SUSY
Thank you!
ELI
Dad. . . how about you?
CRAI G
Son, I'minit.

Susannah's is an all-know ng nod.



CRAI G (CONT' D)
| get to set up ny laptop right
here...work from hone.

VALENTI NA
Makes sense.

CRAI G
No fighting traffic...don't have to
worry about the nmen's room running
out of toilet paper...don't have to
worry about bullies...

Brad | ooks bew | der ed.

BRAD
What about online bullies?
CRAI G
(snappi ng his fingers)
Ah, shoot .
ELI

Ckay, Brad. Your turn.
Brad bolts up and heads for the kitchen. On the way there:

BRAD
Anybody want sonething to drink?

The other eaters AD LIB (or gesture) their answers.

ELI
Val entina, what's your fantasy job?

VALENTI NA
(takes a swi Q)
Eli, ny fantasy job is a joint
effort with your nom

Eli stares Val enti na down...then stares Susannah down.

SUSANNAH
Val entina's right.

VALENTI NA
In fact, all six of us have been
eating sone of the evidence.

SUSANNAH
And it's not the first time all six
of us have gotten together |ike
this...for these potl ucks.



Susy's and Eli's heads nod.

Brad returns to the living roomwith a bottle (maybe nore) of
pop/ wat er/ wi ne/ juice...and catches Craig's dunbfounded | ook.

BRAD
Craig...what'd | mss?

CRAI G
My wife just confessed that flying
over the Persian @ulf to defend our
country wasn't her fantasy job.

SUSANNAH
(wags finger at Craig)
| didn't put it like that!

Craig's stunned | ook beconmes a smle.

CRAI G
Vel | ...uh...that red-white-and-blue
pi zza you cooked up for our | ast
joint potluck was...uh...patriotic.

Brad al nost funbles the bottle(s)...

SUSY
Yeah, Mom | |ike how you used
pepper jack cheese to represent the
"white." And blue cheese to
represent the "blue."

BRAD
The bl ue cheese kinda cut it close.

...before he sits back down.
He rises, sets any other bottles on the coffee table, and...
VALENTI NA
Anyway, Susannah and | want to
start our own pizza parlor.
...Sits down again to open his own bottle.

Craig's face freezes.

ELI
Mom ..

SUSANNAH
That's the truth.
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ELI
Mom ..don't you like hel ping people
retire?

BRAD

(to Val entina)
I thought you |iked selling houses.

VALENTI NA
| do.
SUSANNAH
And | like being a retirenent

consul tant, too.

VALENTI NA
But we | ove cooking, too. And
cooki ng's our fun.
(to Susannah)
Ri ght ?

SUSANNAH
Did Arnold Schwarzenegger live here
i n Sacranent 0?

Susy and Eli finish eating.
CRAI G

Susannah, honey. .. Sacranmento's got
a lot of pizza restaurants.

BRAD
G eat ones.
SUSANNAH
Val entina and | know t hat.
VALENTI NA
And that's why our own pizza
restaurant will be in the tradition

of a local |egend...

Susannah and Valentina smle at each other before they turn
to their fellow eaters.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Shakey' s.

Brad's, Craig's, Eli's, and Susy's nmouths fly open.
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EXT. DOBRYN N- DRAZENOVI CHES' HOUSE - DAY

It's a nodern, two-story abode next door to the Macaul ay-
Al'l reds' house.

EXT. DOBRYN N- DRAZENOVI CHES' LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Brad's and Valentina's living roomis furnished to the hilt.

Val entina, Susy, Susannah, Eli, Craig, and Brad sit around a
dining-roomtable that teens with conputer printouts.

SUSANNAH
First thing we do is draft a
busi ness pl an.

VALENTI NA
And the nore inputs that go into
t he busi ness plan, the better.

Eli and Susy point to thenselves in disbelief.

CRAI G
(to Val entina)
Last night, you said this new
restaurant was gonna be in the
tradition of Shakey's.

Brad | ocates a conputer printout from Shakey's own Website.
He hands the sheet to his wfe.

VALENTI NA
(accepts printout)
Yes. | said that.

SUSANNAH
That doesn't nean Val and | can't
put our own spin on it.

ELI
Mom..if this new restaurant was in
the tradition of Chuck E. Cheese,
then it'd really rock

Susy and Brad appl aud.
SUSANNAH
That depends on the size of the
bui l di ng we get.

Eli shrugs.
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VALENTI NA
Eli, at least at our place, you get
to build your own pizza.

Val entina hands that printout back to her husband...who sets
it back on the table.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Just |ike at Shakey's.

SUSY
(eyeballing Eli)
|'ve seen the pizzas you like to
bui | d.

Eli's all teeth.
SUSY (CONT' D)
| don't wanna be in the sane
restaurant with you.

ELI
Wait a mnute, Susy!

SUSY
Who puts spaghetti on a pizza?

Brad trades high fives with Eli

EXT. GOLDEN STATE REALTY COWPANY - DAY

A nodern three-story building in the city's Mdtown section.

I NT. GOLDEN STATE REALTY COVPANY CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY
Bal | oons and ot her decorations add color to an ot herw se-drab
space as Val entina, HER El GHT COMORKERS, and Brad dine on a

si zabl e spread that includes a | arge sheet cake.

At a mdroomtable, Valentina sits not only next to
Brad. .. but across from coworker ROGER LI TTLEJOHN (50s).

ROGER
You know...we coul da had this feast
outside. It's md-July.

VALENTI NA
Yeah, Roger, but don't you like
bei ng under this great A/ C?

Roger takes a bite...



VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
It's hot outside...hotter than a
space shuttle.

...and follows that up with a swig of
pop/ wat er/j ui cel/ cof f ee/ t ea.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
On takeoff.

KATRI NA KENNAN (30s) refills her plate at the food table
before she strolls next to Brad.

KATRI NA
| renmenber you from somepl ace.

Brad | ooks up fromhis plate to eye Katrina.

BRAD
Huh?

KATRI NA
Don't you work at the Best Buy
store on Arden Way?

Brad's nod is sl ow

BRAD

I'"'mthe assistant manager.
KATRI NA

Ei ght nonths ago, | bought a new

hard drive for a conmputer | wanted
to refurbish. One of your coworkers
charged ne for a copy of W ndows
11, but never gave ne the copy--

VALENTI NA
Katrina...don't you want a pi ece of
t hat sheet cake over there?

KATRI NA
"' mnot ready yet.

Katrina gravitates to an enpty seat.

KATRI NA ( CONT' D)
(pointing to Val entina)
And you never told us why you're
throwi ng this party today.

VALENTI NA
I"mgetting ready to tell you

13.
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Al'l eyes turn to Val entina.

BRAD
(to Katrina)
I["mon PTO right now. |I'm

celebrating with my wfe.
A nodding Katrina grits her teeth.

VALENTI NA
Speaki ng of celebrating...!|adies
and gentlenen...the reason for this
fancy feast this afternoon is...

Conpany president MARI O GONZALEZ (50s) perks up.

MARI O
It's really nice of you to do this
for us.

VALENTI NA

Thanks, WMari o.
Mari o beans.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)

The reason for this feast is...I'm
getting out of the real-estate
business...and I'mgoing into
sonet hi ng nore exciting.

The smle falls off Mario's face.

Katri na wags her finger at Val enti na.

Val entina and Brad | ook excited.

Roger shows a deer-in-the-headlights | ook.

MARI O
Val entina Dobrynin...what's nore
exciting than selling a real -estate
property?

VALENTI NA
Oh, you' d be surprised.

EXT. ELVAS AVENUE FI NANCI AL SERVI CES, SACRAMENTO, CA - DAY
SOVE PECPLE jog by the building.
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I NT. ELVAS AVENUE FI NANCI AL SERVI CES CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Susannah, HER COANORKERS, Susy, Eli, and Craig sit and feast
inaslightly larger, equally-drab version of the Gol den
State Realty conference room

A separate table features a spread about as big as the one at
Valentina's in-office party.

Not one single decoration adorns this space.

DAN HECHT (60s) rises fromhis seat to eyeball fellow
enpl oyee Susannah.

DAN
Did you really make all the food
we're eating this afternoon?

SUSANNAH
No, Dan. | didn't. Only nost.

Craig, through his bites, shakes his head up and down.

ELI
Mom cat ered the chicken

SUSY
And t he cake cane from a bakery.

Dan grabs his plate and heads for the food table.

ELI
(to Dan)
Try the pizza. Mom nmade the pizza.

CRAI G
Yeah, Dan. It's a Mexican pizza.

BARBI HOWELL (40s; a coworker of Susannah's) junps up from
her seat, grabs her plate, and turns to Susannah.

BARBI
Real |y cool of you to do this.

SUSANNAH
Thanks, Bar bi

BARBI
Are you | ooking for a raise?

SUSANNAH
Not at all.
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Barbi goes to the food table to fill her plate as Dan
finishes fixing his own plate.

Dan returns to his owm seat. He sets his plate on the table.

DAN
(sits down)
C non, Susannah. You can tell us.

Eli and Susy cast inpish | ooks...

SUSANNAH
(pointing at Susy and Eli)
No!

...that becone frowns.
Craig smles...only to see Susannah point at him

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
|"ve got this.

Susannah stands up and rai ses her beverage gl ass.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Everybody. . .rai se your gl asses...or
mugs. .. or Thernoses.

Al'l eaters lift their glasses...or nugs...or Thernoses.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Ladi es and gentl enen...boy and
girl...thank you for attending this
feast this afternoon.

Susannah's fell ow eaters cheer.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Tine to cut to the chase.

DAN
You got that right.

SUSANNAH
If you Iike what you're eating
right now, there's nore to
come...at the restaurant a friend
and | are starting.

Craig, Eli, and Susy appl aud.

Susannah's cowor kers | ook dunbf ounded.
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ONE CONORKER drops his or her gl ass.

DAN
When?

BARBI

Isn"t that nore dangerous than al

the m ssions you flew over the

Persian Gul f?
Susannah answers with a smrk.
EXT. CORNER OF 57TH AND J STREETS - DAY
A 2015 Ford Explorer makes a right turn fromJ to 57th...
EXT. FAM LY RESTAURANT - DAY

...then pulls into the smallish parking ot of a two-story
buil ding that | ooks nore Iike a house.

Thi s place sports outdoor seating, too.

Susannah (the driver) and Craig file out of the SUV s front
seats, Eli and Susy clinb out of the m ddle seats, and Brad
and Val entina junp out of the back seats.

Al six saunter toward the front entrance when:

SUSANNAH
Before we go inside, let's get a
good | ook at this building.

The two teens and four adults stop in their tracks.

SUSY
Mom ..it's just a building.

VALENTI NA
It's just a building like Rolex is
just a watch.

Brad and Susannah chuckl e.

SUSANNAH
Lady and gentlenen...boy and
girl...this is the corner where the

very first Shakey's Pizza Parl or
and Ye Public House opened.

ELI
In Sacranment 0?
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VALENTI NA
In the worl d.

Brad eyes the restaurant's facade...and | ooks baffl ed.

BRAD
This worl d?

VALENTI NA
That's right, Brad. This world.

SUSANNAH
And the date was Friday, Apri
thirtieth, 1954.
Susy and Eli shrug at each ot her.

Crai g eyebal | s Susannah and Val enti na.

CRAI G
Is that right?

VALENTI NA
Susannah and | | ooked it up on the
good ol' Internet.

SUSANNAH

And we fact-checked it.

BRAD
Bot h of you oughta be working for
t he networks...as debate
noder at or s.

Susannah | eads her entourage inside.
I NT. FAM LY RESTAURANT DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Brad, Craig, Eli, Susannah, Susy, and Valentina settle into
what had been the last six enpty seats in A CROADED PLACE.

CRAI G
We're very lucky these seats bel ong
to the sane table.

Eli notices the fireplace in this large, inviting room

ELI
Mom | thought you said the world's
first Shakey's was in here.

SUSANNAH
| said it was on this bl ock
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ELI
I thought Shakey's Pizza Parlors
didn't have firepl aces.

SUSANNAH
What actual ly happened is...the
Shakey's building that was on this
bl ock burned down in 1996.

Susannah catches Eli's puzzl ed | ook.

ELI
Did it have a fireplace?

VALENTI NA
No...before the old building was a
Shakey's, it was a grocery store.

Food server YESENI A MORENO (20s) totes six |large nmenus on her
way to Susannah's entourage's table.

YESEN A
H ! You nust be Val entina and
Susannah' s group!

VALENTI NA
That's us.

Val entina's cohorts nod or AD LIB their agreenent.
YESEN A
Wl cone to our restaurant. |'m
Yeseni a...and |' myour server.

Yeseni a hands the oversized nenus to Susannah, who passes
t hem around the table until everybody's got a nenu.

SUSY
(unfol di ng her menu)
Check this out! | can hide behind

one of these!

Susy's col | eagues unfold their menus, too.

YESEN A
Can | get you six anything to
dri nk?

SUSANNAH
Yes. ..

Yeseni a whi ps out a notepad and a pen or pencil.



VALENTI NA
But first...Susannah and | found
out this was where the very first
Shakey's Pizza Parl or opened up.

YESENI A
Uh...that's right. But in a
di fferent building than this.

Eli shakes his head up and down.
SUSANNAH
And Valentina and | want to start
our own restaurant. In the
tradition of Shakey's.

Brad nods at Susannah, then at Yeseni a.

BRAD
But not in this building.
CRAI G
You know. ..l wanna try every m nosa
in the place.
(to Eli)
Wanna share one?
Eli |ooks |ost.
ELI
Dad...what's a m nosa?
CRAI G
Uh...it's half orange juice and the
ot her half w ne or chanpagne.
SUSY
That's right, Dad. Start 'em out

early.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Crai g, Susannah, Eli, Susy, Valentina, and Brad enjoy a
variety of brunch itens.

To wash everything down, Craig drinks a mnosa...the
remai ni ng qui ntet sip nonal coholic beverages.

Bet ween bites, Susannah eyes her husband.

SUSANNAH
You' re lucky I'mdriving.

20.
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A big smle invades Susy's face.

BRAD
(to Susannah)
You're not the only one.

Craig downs his mnosa while Yesenia strolls over to the
ent ourage' s table.

YESENI A
Can | get any of you a refill?

Five of the eaters AD LIB their answers.

And then there's Craig.

CRAI G
Can | get one of those Jolly
Rancher mnosas this tine?

YESEN A
You bet.

VALENTI NA
Yesenia, is it okay to get seconds
on that brunch burger?

Twel ve eyes stare Val enti na down.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
I just wanted to get a feel for the
restaurant.

YESEN A
No probl em

Yesenia pulls out her notepad and pen or pencil.
YESENI A ( CONT' D)
(wites orders down)
But renenber: W close at threel

SUSANNAH
No probl em

And Yesenia strolls toward the kitchen
I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT
Susannah (laptop on her lap) and Craig sit on the sofa.

CRAI G
Let's see what you've got.
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SUSANNAH
Consider it done.

Susannah shows her husband AN | MAGE on the | aptop's screen.

CRAI G
Ho...ly...cow That's your business
pl an.

SUSANNAH

Qur busi ness pl an.
Craig nods as his wife scrolls through the business plan.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Val entina and | have been sendi ng
each other enmils and swappi ng
notes...and using your and Brad's
i deas, too.

SUSY'S OS. QU TAR SHREDDI NG fills the house.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
And the kids' ideas, too.

CRAI G
Four cooks?

SUSANNAH
That's right. Valentina couldn't
get that picture she found online
of four cooks from Shakey's back in
t he day out of her m nd.

CRAI G
Not the one where they all wore
straw hats.

SUSANNAH
That one.

Crai g wat ches Susannah go to her "My Pictures” file.
She clicks on the photo in question.
H s eyes go wld.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
They wore string ties, too.

Craig grits his teeth...
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SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Don't worry...our cooks are gonna
| ook cool

...then breathes relief.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Craig, check this picture out.

Susannah pulls up another picture...one about Shakey's back-
i n-the-day decor.

CRAI G
Long tabl es.

SUSANNAH
You bet.

That guitar shredding CONTINUES...Eli enmerges fromhis
bedroomto the living room

CRAI G
Susannah, how re you and Val gonna
pay for this?

Eli finds a seat on the sofa.

SUSANNAH
Here's how. .

Susannah clicks the business plan's page back on.
Mot her, father, and son study the page.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
GoFundMe. . . Kickstarter. ..

ELI
What if Susy stood on a corner
downt own and pl ayed her guitar?

CRAI G
That depends on the corner.

Susy's jam session ENDS...she (electric guitar and all)
reaches the living room

Crai g and Susannah appl aud.

ELI
(eyes on Susy)
We were just tal ki ng about you.
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Susy's all teeth...Eli |ooks inpish.
I NT. DOBRYN N- DRAZENOVI CHES' LI VI NG ROOM - NI GAT

Laptop in her hands, Valentina neditates on a sofa when Brad
strolls into the room..and stands in front of her.

He waves at her for a few nonents.
It doesn't arouse her.

He reaches for her legs to tickle them..only to bolt
strai ght up again.

Brad grabs the clicker to the |iving-roomTV.

Val entina's husband ains the clicker at the TV...but puts the
clicker on the sofa without turning the tube on

Brad | eans toward his wi fe.

BRAD
BOO

Val enti na shakes her head "no."
She sets the laptop on the sofa to check her watch

VALENTI NA
I had fifty-five seconds left in ny
nmedi tati on session

BRAD
Hey, now, wait a mnute.

VALENTI NA
(eyes on Brad)
What woul d you |ike to know?

Val entina grabs the |l aptop...Brad settles into a seat next to
her on the sofa.

BRAD
Just wanted to find out if you'd
found a building for you and
Susannah's new restaurant.

VALENTI NA
Wl |, Bradley Ri chard Drazenovi ch,
it so happens that 1've found a
spot for our new eatery.

She opens her |aptop; a few nouse clicks take her to a photo.
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VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Thi s oughta make you kick up your
heel s.

The photo depicts a three-story building in AOd Sactown.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Better yet...a breakdance.

Brad' s nout h hangs open.
Val entina's eyes |ight up.
BRAD

Val enti na Natasha Dobrynin...|I
t hi nk you' ve stubbed your toes.

Val entina wags a finger at Brad.
EXT. BEST BUY STORE ON ARDEN WAY - DAY

CUSTOVERS file into a nodern blue-and-gray building in the
Arden Park area.

I NT. BEST BUY/ ARDEN WAY SALESFLOOR - DAY
Brad assists A YOUNG COUPLE who | ook at the TVs on display.

A DI FFERENT SHOW pl ays on each TV set...and one of the series
is a"Flip This House" kind of program

YOUNG HUSBAND
Vel |, anyway...our present TV s too
old and too dunb to be a smart TV.

Brad sneaks a peek at the DI'Y show. ..

YOUNG W FE
And that's why we're | ooking for a
new TV.

...before he refocuses on the young coupl e.

YOUNG W FE ( CONT' D)
We wanna be able to see the
Sacranento Kings in all their glory
when the NBA season starts up

BRAD
Uh. . . huh.
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YOUNG HUSBAND
Ri ght down to the tattoos on the
pl ayers' arms.

BRAD
Tell you what: Take a | ook

around. . .and when you find
somet hing you |ike, hunt me down.

The young coupl e nod as Brad heads off to:
| NT. BEST BUY/ ARDEN WAY EMPLOYEE LOUNGE - DAY

Brad rushes inside a good-sized room where magazi nes,
newspapers, and fast-food bags clutter up the tables.

The big-screen TV s ON.

Brad pulls out his cell phone and punches Craig's cel
nunber .

I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' KI TCHEN - DAY
Craig sits at the table in this state-of-the-art space.

He pushes his | aptop aside when A RINGTONE enmanates from his
shirt pocket.

Susannah's hubby pulls out his cell phone.

CRAI G
(into his phone)
Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

Brad hol ds his phone while he changes the TV fare to that
house-fli ppi ng show.

BRAD
(i nto phone)
Hey, Craig, you got a mnute?

CRAI G
Uh...what can | do for you?
BRAD
How d you like to help ne flip a

house?

Crai g shows a deer-in-the-headlights | ook.



BRAD ( CONT' D)
Crai g?

Craig's |l ook continues...Brad stares at the TV while he
converses with him

BRAD ( CONT' D)
You still there?

CRAI G
W' ve never flipped a house before.

BRAD
But it | ooks so great on TV...and
besides, if Val and Susannah can
flip a comrercial space..

CRAI G
Brad, we don't have a real -estate
i cense!

A big grin invades Brad's face.

BRAD
No. .. but Mari o does.
CRAI G
Mari o who?
BRAD

Val entina's old boss at Gol den
State Realty.

CRAI G
Have you told himabout this?

BRAD
No...but it's a matter of tine.

CRAI G
Whose ti nme?

Brad's grin grows into a smle.
EXT. Pl ONEER SQUARE - DAY

Susannah and Val entina descend the stairs of a two-story
stucco building in Ad Sacranento.

SUSANNAH
Valentina, this is nore than we can
handl e. Much nore.



28.

The two wonen reach street |evel, where they eyeball...
EXT. A SLICE OF OLD SACRAMENTO - DAY
...a one-story brick building attached to Pioneer Square.

Val entina and Susannah break out their cell phones to snap
photos of the exterior.

SUSANNAH
These two buil di ngs together cost a
couple mllion dollars.

The photo shoot ends...Valentina turns to Susannah.

VALENTI NA
It | ooked so great in the online
phot os. . .

SUSANNAH

This is all the building we need.
Just this portion.

Valentina's is a sl ow nod.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Let's go on in.

Susannah heads for the front door...only it's | ocked.

VALENTI NA
Susannah...shouldn't we wait on the
agent first?

Val enti na catches Susannah's | ook of enbarrassnent.
INT. A SLICE OF OLD SACRAMENTO S DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Susannah, Val entina, and realtor GARRETT MARKLEY (40s)
i nspect a long, not-so-w de, earth-toned space with tables
for twosones (and sone for foursones).

The two wonen | ook di sappoi nt ed.

SUSANNAH
Garrett, this is too small to be
anot her Shakey's.

VALENTI NA
It | ooked so great in the photos we
saw online...

Garrett shakes his head "yes."
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SUSANNAH
Val entina and | have sonme nore
sites we'd like to | ook at.

VALENTI NA
Even if they're listed with another

conpany.

Val entina, Susannah, and Garrett gravitate to a counter at
the front of the place.

GARRETT
| don't get it...why do you two
want to go into the restaurant
busi ness?

Garrett points to Val entina.

GARRETT ( CONT' D)
Especially you...one of the best
realtors in town.

VALENTI NA
I just got sick and tired of
contributing to the housing crisis.

GARRETT
You don't really nean that--
VALENTI NA
And | just wanted to put an end to
the fun crisis.
GARRETT
Huh?
SUSANNAH

The fun crisis in our |ives.
Garrett grits his teeth.
EXT. SACRAMENTO SAVI NGS BANK, J STREET BRANCH - DAY

This is a red-brick building not far fromthe site of the
first Shakey's.

I NT. SACRAMENTO SAVI NGS BANK CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY
Susannah, Brad, Valentina, Craig, and branch manager DI ANNE
VWH TEHEAD (50s) sit at a nediumsize table in this smallish
space.

Some folders and Dianne's | aptop decorate the table.



Di anne stares Susannah down.

DI ANNE
Let ne get this straight: First you
serve our country by being an Air
Force pilot in the second Iraq War.

SUSANNAH
That's correct.

DI ANNE
Then you retire fromthe service
and becone a retirement consultant.

SUSANNAH
| did.

DI ANNE
And now, you teamup with Ms.
Draze- -

Val entina cringes.

DI ANNE ( CONT' D)
Ms. Dobry--

VALENTI NA
It's okay, Dianne. You can call ne
by ny first nane. Val entina.

DI ANNE
You two wonen want to start your
own pi zza parlor.

SUSANNAH
Yes...that's correct.

DI ANNE
And you want to pattern your
restaurant after Shakey's.

VALENTI NA
We sure do.

CRAI G
Susannah and Val enti na have been
t hi nki ng about this for a year now.

SUSANNAH
It's a matter of civic
pride...Shakey's got started here
i n Sacr anent o.
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DI ANNE
You realize that Shakey's is down
to fifty-eight locations here in
the United States?

VALENTI NA
Yes, we do.

DI ANNE
And not a single one of themis
here in Sacramento.

Susannah bl ows an i nmagi nary bubbl e.

Brad threatens to stick his tongue out at Dianne...Val entina
stares hi m down.

Wth a few nmouse clicks, Dianne pulls up an online version of
Susannah's and Val entina's busi ness pl an.

DI ANNE ( CONT' D)
Your business plan says that you
want to capture the fun of the
Shakey's Pizza Parlors of the 1950s-
t 0-1970s peri od.

VALENTI NA
That's absolutely right.

DI ANNE
W livein a different tine.

SUSANNAH
Yes, D anne. Under st ood.

DI ANNE
Down the |ine, Shakey's got rid of
its piano players and banjo
pl ayers.

BRAD
(to Di anne)
You shoul d hear Val play the piano.

Val entina bl ushes...D anne | ooks uni npressed.

DI ANNE
I read where one piano player quit
because he got tired of kids
pelting himw th pizza toppings
while he was trying to play.



CRAI G
Maybe the pizza wasn't good.

Brad cracks up.

BRAD
Maybe the piano player wasn't good.

DI ANNE
You two wonen woul d' ve been better
off putting in a video arcade.

SUSANNAH
We t hought about that...and in the
end, Valentina and | decided this
arcade would ride on the kind of
bui I ding we' d be able to occupy.

Di anne's is a sl ow nod.

VALENTI NA
(eyebal I'i ng Susannah)
Don't you renenber that Shakey's
over in Auburn, Al abama?

SUSANNAH

They still had an ol d piano there.
DI ANNE

But that one cl osed down not too

| ong ago.

Brad tries to stick his tongue at Dianne...but Valentina
gestures himout of it.

D anne turns her |aptop off, then stares Susannah and
Val enti na down.

DI ANNE ( CONT' D)
The bottomline is...we wn't be
able to help you.

Val entina grits her teeth.
Susannah | ooks stoic.
DI ANNE ( CONT' D)
If you' d had today's kids in
m nd...and patterned your place
after Chuck E. Cheese's...then we
woul d' ve had a deal

Crai g shrugs.
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BRAD
Val...while we're here, why don't
we pull our noney outa here and
cl ose out all our accounts?
And Val entina sticks her tongue out at Brad.
EXT. 37TH AVENUE - DAY

A |l ate-nodel BMWNtools along a residential street in
Sacranment o' s Sandra Hei ghts area.

The Beener stops in front of a smallish white, fenced-off
house fromthe early Ei senhower years.

Mario (the driver), Craig, and Brad junp out of the car and
head for the house...

EXT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - DAY
...one that could sure use a paint job.
Two |l arge plastic trash containers rest on the front |awn.

Mari o unl ocks the gate; Brad and Craig follow himto the
front door.

MARI O
So...are you two ready for House
FI'i ppi ng 1017

Craig and Brad stare at each other.
CRAI G
Brad, you used up a week's PTO for
this.
The two novices watch Mario unlock the front door.
I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
Wiite walls stare the three nmen down in this enpty room

Craig | ooks down on the floor...Brad follows suit.

CRAI G
Were's the carpet?

MARI O
Wear and tear...dog hairs...dog
poop...rat droppings...

Brad | ooks si ck.
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MARI O ( CONT' D)
You nane it.

Mari o watches Brad run to the bathroom.. but:

MARI O ( CONT' D)
You won't |ike what you see.

| NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY
Brad turns the sink's faucet handle...but no water cones out.
Mario sticks his head in the door.
MARI O
There's always the two trash
cont ai ners outsi de.
BRAD
(shuts faucet off)
You' re. . .kidding.
A shrugging Brad | eaves the can...Mario junps out of the way.
| NT. DOBRYN N- DRAZENOVI CHES' LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Val entina and Brad sit on the sofa and study fromtheir
respective | aptops.

The place sounds like a tonb...for a few nonents.

Then she | ooks over at him

VALENTI NA
How s Mari o doi ng?
BRAD
Vll...uh...l think he's trying to

teach us a | esson
Val enti na nods.

BRAD ( CONT' D)
This flipping thing ain't easy.

VALENTI NA
You can say that again.

BRAD
This flipping thing...we're |ucky
this place of ours is paid for.

Brad catches Valentina's grin.



VALENTI NA
Speaki ng of things not being
easy. .. Susannah and | are gonna
have to find another building for
our pizza parlor.

BRAD
| hope the plunbing s good.

Val entina's grin beconmes a smle.

VALENTI NA
Speaki ng of plunbing...California
really throws the kitchen sink at
you i f you wanna sell al cohol

BRAD
Makes sense.

He shuts his laptop off and sets it aside.

VALENTI NA
If we're gonna be |ike Shakey's
used to be and sell beer, first of
all, we need to get seller's
permts. Me and Susannah.

BRAD
That nmkes sense.

VALENTI NA
And then, once she and | get our
seller's permts, only then can we
apply for our ABC |icenses.

Brad's nmouth flies open.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
And | don't nean ABC |like the
"Abbott El ementary” networKk.

BRAD
Huh. ..

VALENTI NA
And the license requirenents aren't
the same in every city.

BRAD
Huh. ..

Val enti na studi es Brad.

35.
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VALENTI NA
It's tinme for a neditation session.

She turns her laptop off, then closes her eyes.
Brad remai ns by her side.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
No funny stuff.

He flashes an inpish | ook.

I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Craig and Susy (they're erect) | ook floored while they watch
Susannah and Eli (both on the sofa) play a two-person video
ganme on the big-screen TV.

Susannah raises her fist in triunph...gane over.

Eli exhal es.

SUSY
Mom you wi n again.
CRAI G
(to Susy)

Yep...the old gunfighter.

ELI
You nean the old |aserfighter.

Susannah catches Eli's |onging gaze...Susy | aughs.
ELI (CONT' D)

How about a best of five? I'mno
good with these best of threes.

SUSANNAH
Maybe next tine.

Eli's and Susy's nomjunps fromthe sofa to unhook the Xbox
(or simlar device) fromthe TV set.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Time to get down to business.

Susannah heads for a closet to put the Xbox away.



SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
(openi ng cl oset door)

37.

For me and Val entina, our dream of

setting up in Ad Sactown t

ur ned

out to be one Hell of a snafu.

Craig's wife stuffs the device into t
cl oset door, and...

CRAI G
Snafu...haven't heard that
long, long tine.

...sits back down on the sofa.

SUSANNAH
That was the last thing ny

he cl oset, shuts the

in a

f at her

ever said...on his dying day.

Susannah's husband joins her and El

ELI

What ' s "snaf u" nean?
SUSANNAH

Eli, it's amlitary term

"situation normal, all foul
Susy nods while she noves to the recl
SUSY
(sitting down)
| thought the "f" stood for
sonet hi ng el se.
Gins formon all four faces.

SUSY (CONT' D)
Sonet hing that rhynes with

Craig breaks out in big |aughter.

SUSANNAH
Now t hat you've nentioned "

on the sofa.

It nmeans
ed up.”

i ner.

"duck. "

duck, " |

need to text Valentina about a

vacant building two mles f
Gol den 1 Center.

Eli's eyes |ight up.
CRAI G

romt he

Honey, | |ike how you think.
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Susannah's peepers do, too.

CRAI G ( CONT' D)
You'll get a lot of traffic from
fol ks com ng back from Ki ngs ganes.

ELI
Ganes. ..
(eyebal I'i ng Susannah)
If you and Val put that restaurant
in there, will there be roomfor a
vi deo arcade?

Eli catches Susannah's negawatt smle.
EXT. ADVANTAGE WAY - DAY

Susannah's Ford Explorer tools along a small street in the
city's Natonmas area.

I NT. SUSANNAH S EXPLORER - DAY
Val entina rides shotgun...Susannah drives.
VALENTI NA

This building we're about to | ook
at is two mles north of the Gol den

1 Center?
SUSANNAH
That's right. | tined it.
VALENTI NA

Those are the | ongest two miles
I've ever traveled in ny life.

EXT. SUMADOVA - DAY

The 2015 SUWV pulls into the parking |lot of a nodern buil ding
t hat boasts signs that say "CH CKEN 'N WAFFLES," "TASTEE
FREEZ," "JUCE IT UP," and "W ENERSCHNI TZEL. "

A "FOR SALE" sign adorns the south |awn.

So does an electric sign that features the nanes of the four
eateries.

A canopy between the south | awn and the buil di ng showcases
out door seati ng.

Susannah and Val entina junp out of the Explorer and head for
t he buil ding. ..
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SUSANNAH
That drive-thru' s gotta go.

VALENTI NA
You don't know t hat.

... when MEI-LI NG WANG (30s) clinbs out of her own parked
SUV...a | ate-nodel Subaru CQutback

MEI - LI NG
(hurries toward buil ding)
Wait up!

The two pals stop in their tracks to wait for Mei-Ling.

SUSANNAH
You nust be Mei-Ling.
VALENTI NA
The agent putting this building up

for sale.
Mei - Li ng shakes her head "yes."

MEI - LI NG
Tell nme: Way would a forner Air
Force pilot and a forner realtor
want to teamup to go into the
restaurant business?

VALENTI NA
Have you got about three hours?

Mei - Li ng checks her watch.
I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - DAY
Val entina, Susannah, and Mei-Ling saunter into a narrow space
that features tables for foursomes near the front w ndows on
the building' s east (Chicken 'n'" Waffles) side.
On the other side of the aisle: Booth seating along the wall.
VALENTI NA
One thing's for sure: This wall's
gonna have to cone down.
Val entina points to the booth-Iaden wall.

VEI - LI NG
Good | uck.
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SUSANNAH
W'l find a way.

VALENTI NA
Anyt hing to expand this dining
room..anything to make it | ook
nore |ike a Shakey's.

MEI - LI NG
Before or after they got rid of
live nusic?

VALENTI NA

Bot h!
Mei - Li ng | ooks confused.
Susannah | ooks gl eeful .
I NT. SUMADOVA VST W NG - DAY

Mei -Ling and her two clients stroll into the
W enerschnitzel / Tastee Freez/Juice It Up side of the site.

This space boasts a different seating arrangenent than the
east w ng.

SUSANNAH
What Val entina and | want to do,
Mei -Ling, is expand the old Chicken
"n'" Waffles dining roominto this
di ning room And whatever's left,
we'll put in a video arcade.

Mei-Ling's is a slow nod.
VALENTI NA
We'd put in a bounce house...but we
don't have enough space in here.

The three wonmen sit down at an enpty table.

MEI - LI NG
Let's go over how you're going to
finance this venture...in |light of

your bank rejecting you over your
busi ness pl an.

SUSANNAH
We're going with GoFundMe and
Ki ckstarter...and the SBA.
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MEI - LI NG
That hel ps.

VALENTI NA
W' re using our houses as
collateral, too.

MEI - LI NG
Remenber: Two-point-eight mllion
gets you this building.

SUSANNAH
Under st ood.

VALENTI NA
Just in case...Susannah and | wll
be talking to one of the Sacranento
Kings to flesh out the financing.

Mei - Li ng cracks up.

SUSANNAH
W' re not ki dding.

MEI - LI NG
Now. . . have you two decided on a
nanme for your pizza parlor?

Val enti na and Susannah eye each other, then turn to Mi-Ling.

VALENTI NA
We're going to call our eatery..

Val entina druns on the table top.

SUSANNAH, VALENTI NA
Surmadoval

Mei-Ling's nouth flies open.

SUSANNAH
Val entina and | took the first two
letters of our first nanes and the
first two letters of our |ast nanes
and put them together.

VEI - LI NG
Wul dn't that be Sumavado?

VALENTI NA
We t hought about that... but
Sumavado doesn't sound nusi cal .
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The two BFFs catch Mei-Ling' s continuing | ook of confusion.

SUSANNAH
You shoul d hear Valentina play the
pi ano.
Val enti na bl ushes.
MEI - LI NG

Sumadova. . . Sunadova.
Susannah and Val entina nod in approval .
MVEI - LI NG ( CONT' D)
You sure | should eat here...with a
nane |ike that?
VALENTI NA
Vel |, Shakey's and Chuck E. Cheese
have al ready been taken.
Mei - Li ng shrugs.
EXT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - DAY
A FEW CHI LDREN ride their bikes down the street.
I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
This space | ooks stuck in the Bill dinton era.
Craig wal ks toward the sink...only to frown.

Mari o and Brad foll ow him

CRAI G
How |l ong's this floor been buckl ed?

MARI O
| guess since the fam |y that used
to live here got ready to | eave.

Crai g inspects underneath the sink as Brad pulls out his cel
phone to do sone texting.

MARI O ( CONT' D)
Brad, are you calling your wfe?

BRAD
Nope. ..just taking notes.

Mari o peeks at Brad' s texts.



43.

BRAD ( CONT' D)
I've got the place where we can get
some new appliances for this place.

MARI O
Don't go overboard. W don't wanna
bl ow our budget.

Brad saunters out of the kitchen.

BRAD
(al ong the way)
| see why Valentina left the real -
est at e busi ness.

MARI O
And | thought it was because she
wanted to help start a restaurant.

Mari o wat ches Craig nove out from under the sink.

CRAI G
It was.

Craig sees Mario's skeptical I|ook.

CRAI G (CONT' D)
Vll...it was the biggest reason.

Now Craig turns the water on at the sink
The water's brown.

Mario and Craig cringe not only at the water's
appearance...but its snell, too.

Craig turns the water off with one hand...and holds his nose
with his other hand.

MARI O
I wonder how Susannah and Val enti na
are doing flipping that restaurant
bui I di ng on Advant age \ay.

CRAI G

| just hope the only brown water
they're seeing is root beer.

MONTAGE SEQUENCE
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I NT. SUMADOVA DI Nl NG ROOM - DAY

Val entina and Susannah eyeball the freestandi ng tabl es neant
for foursones.

The two wonen stare at each other...then attenpt to rearrange
the tables into back-to-back setups, a |la early Shakey's.

It's rough going.

I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
Craig and Brad tear out the buckled floor.
I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Under Susannah's watchful eyes, Craig |earns how to cook...or
tries to.

I NT. SUMADOVA VEST W NG - DAY

Susannah and Val entina work with A SMALL CREWto transform
this spot into a video arcade.

I NT. DOBRYN N- DRAZENOVI CHES' KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Val entina and Brad eat fast food in this adequately-sized,
noder n space.

One bite later...and Val enti na whi ps out her cell phone to
t ake notes.

I NT. SUMADOVA DI Nl NG ROOM - DAY

The two wonen (at a back-to-back table) interview JOB
APPLI CANTS of just about all ages.

I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

New tile graces the kitchen fl oor.

Mari o and Brad watch Craig try the water again.
Success!

EXT. SUMADOVA - DAY

A CRANE OPERATOR renoves the existing signs fromthe
buil ding's exterior.

ANOTHER WORKER yanks the four logos fromthe electric sign on
the front |awn.
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I NT. SUMADOVA KI TCHEN - DAY
Val enti na and Susannah watch as a pizza oven goes in.
I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Susy, Susannah, Eli, and Craig eat Craig s debut dinner...but
after a few bites, Eli and Susy sprint fromthe table

I NT. SUMADOVA DI Nl NG ROOM - DAY

Brad, Craig, Eli, Susannah, Susy, and Valentina teamup to
haul a 1900- 1909 upright piano into this new y-enl arged area.

I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

New appl i ances go into the kitchen...Mario, Craig, and Brad
| ook on in pride.

EXT. SUMADOVA - DAY

Susannah and Val enti na high-five each other as the sane crane
operator lifts a new sign (it says "SUVADOVA") into place.

END MONTAGE

EXT. SUMADOVA - DAY

The parking lot teems with vehicles on this first Mnday of
t he new year.

I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - DAY
The space now | ooks |i ke a Shakey's fromthe 1954-79 peri od.

At a back-to-back table setup in mdroom a tuxedo-and-derby-
hat -cl ad Val entina sits al ongsi de El GHT COAMORKERS (four in
bl ack T-shirts and bl ack slacks, the others in white shirts).

They all watch casual | y-dressed Susannah pace the fl oor.
Al'l enpl oyees wear nane tags.

VALENTI NA
Cone on...chill. Have a seat.

SUSANNAH
Chill? That damm supply truck
shoul d' ve been here an hour ago!
It's ten forty-five AM W' re gonna
be open in fifteen m nutes!
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Bl ack-shirted enpl oyees G NGER BRI CKELL (45, Wiite) and ALI SA
PI NSON (20, Bl ack) eyeball each other

G NGER
Maybe the driver nusta thought PM

ALI SA
"Il bet you the driver went to the
wrong restaurant.

Susannah stops to pull out her cell phone.

SUSANNAH
(to Val entina)
I"mgonna call that warehouse and
give 'ema piece of ny mnd!

VALENTI NA
Peace...why don't you sit down with
us and neditate?

But Susannah stal ks off to make that call O'S.

White-shirted coworkers COLIN GEAN (22, Wite), FAW JACKSON
(35, Black), and NI COLLETTE ALVARADO (40, Brown) stare at
Susannah, then at each other.

FAVWN
Sone start this is gonna be.

COLI N
This is my first job since |
graduated from col | ege.

NI COLLETTE

And this is ny first job since
di vorced that no-good man of mi ne.

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

The cl ock reads 10:59 AM.. Val entina | ooks joyful...Susannah
(now with a cordless mke in hands) still |ooks stricken.

The two bosses and their eight coworkers occupy seats.

VALENTI NA
Al'l right...cooks, stand up!

Colin, Fawn, Nicollette, and white-shirted JACK LI (60,
Asi an) rise up.
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VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Food servers doubling as
cashiers...stand up!

Alisa and G nger junp out of their seats...as do PAUL
ANDERSEN (25) and REG NA LOVBARDOZZI (32).

Regi na and Paul al so wear bl ack.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
(rising fromher seat)
You ready to do this?

Sumadova' s food servers-cashiers and cooks AD LIB their
answer (s).

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Let's do it!

Cheering erupts while Susannah goes to a wi ndow where an
el ectric "OPEN' sign hangs.

Susannah frees a hand to turn the sign on.

Val entina goes to the front entrance to unlock the door.

At |ast...Sacranento's newest restaurant is open!

Roger and Katrina stroll inside...Dan and Barbi saunter in.

Al'l four | ook dunbstruck as Val entina and Susannah stroll to
a makeshift stage...where the two founders stand next to the
ol d pi ano.

SUSANNAH
(into m ke)
Ladi es and gentl enen...welcone to
Sumadova!

MORE PEOPLE file into the place while Susannah passes the
m ke to Val entina.

VALENTI NA
(into m ke)
You're our very first custonmers, so
go ahead and take seats.

Sumadova's first custoners take seats at the tables.
VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)

W' ve got good news...and we've got
bad news.
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Val entina and her partner take seats at the piano bench.
Susannah receives the m ke from her buddy.

SUSANNAH
(into m ke)
First the bad news.

Regi na, Paul, G nger, and Alisa anble to one corner of the
di ni ng room

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
There's no food in the place at the
present tinme...all because the
delivery truck didn't arrive in
time for the grand opening.

Katrina and a few other custoners wal k out. ..

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
But we've got beer.

...only to hurry back to their seats.
VALENTI NA
And soft drinks...and mlKk...and
water...and coffee...and tea...and
juice...and Powerade. ..

Ni collette, Jack, Fawn, and Colin wal k toward the kitchen

FAVWN
You guys realize there's no food in
t he pl ace.

JACK

At | east we can watch for the truck
to cone by.

Jack's fellow cooks shrug.
I NT. DOBRYN N- DRAZENOVI CHES' MAI N BEDROOM - NI GHT

Brad sits up in bed while he watches Valentina (in a chair by
the dresser) neditate.

Bot h wear mat chi ng paj anas.

His eyes drift over to the dresser, where a tinmer ticks the
seconds away.

He rises out of bed and tiptoes toward the dresser...only to
slink back to bed.
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She snmil es big.

Brad junps out of bed one nore tine when...the tinmer GOES OFF
at | ast.

BRAD
Okay, Val...spill it all out.

Val entina bats at the tinmer to turn it OFF, then turns her
gaze to Brad.

VALENTI NA
Brad, guess what tinme the delivery
truck finally got to Sunmadova?

Brad shakes his head si deways.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Two o'clock...PM..Pacific tine.

BRAD
Onh, boy.

VALENTI NA
They thought they were on Hawai i
time. And forgot to set their
cl ocks back.

Val entina saunters to the bed...Brad gets back in it.
BRAD

At | east Opening Day was a
success...wasn't it?

VALENTI NA
Barely.

BRAD
Oh, boy.

VALENTI NA

If it hadn't been for the beer, we
woul d' ve | ost our first custoners.

BRAD
| see..

VALENTI NA
We woul d've | ost one half to the
| HOP next door...and the other half
to the In-and-Qut Burger across the
street.
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The twosone enbrace.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Now. ..you need to tell nme how t hat
house flip's going.

BRAD
Do | have to?

I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Craig, Eli, and Susy (all in their PJs) watch A LATE-N GHT TV
TALK SHOW from t he sof a when Susannah strolls in through the
front door.

Six eyeballs turn to the former Air Force pilot.

SUSANNAH
Susy...Eli...shouldn't you be in
bed right now?

ELI
Mom we couldn't sleep

CRAI G
They tried...but they couldn't...we
all tried.

SUSY

Yeah. W wanted to find out how you
and Val's first day in the
restaurant business went.

SUSANNAH
(heads for a chair)
Is that right?
Susannah sits down.

SUSY
A lot nore exciting than Dad's
house-fli pping stories.
Craig | ooks crestfallen.

CRAI G
Susy's right.

Susy's is a gleeful |ook.



CRAI G ( CONT' D)
I nstead of hearing about that house
Brad and | are working on, they
wanted to watch a tal k show.

SUSY
Wl |, Dad, divia Rodrigo was on

Susannah nods i n understanding.

ELI
| guess flipping a restaurant beats
flipping a house any day, any tine.

CRAI G
Yeah, honey...just howdid it go?

SUSANNAH
Just like it did when Shakey's
opened its first pizza parlor over
on J Street on Friday, April
thirtieth, 1954,

Craig's is a slow nod.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
One maj or difference: Shakey's two
founders couldn't serve food
because the pizza ovens weren't
ready. So they just served beer.

CRAI G
Don't tell me you and Val just
served beer today.

SUSANNAH
Ve did.

Eli and Susy stare at each other.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Until three o' clock. Then we were
finally able to serve food, too.

Susy, Eli, and Craig cheer.
CRAI G
Did Valentina get to play that old
pi ano we haul ed into there?

SUSANNAH
She di d.
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Craig breathes relief.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Now i f Dianne fromthe bank and Mei -
Ling fromthe commercial realty
conpany had shown up. .
CRAI G
They woul d' ve shut the place
down...even with the beer flow ng.
A noddi ng Susannah points to Craig.
EXT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - DAY
A new coat of paint nmakes the facade shine.
I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
Mari o, Craig, and Brad check out the new appliances.

CRAI G
Mario, the fridge works fine.

BRAD
St ove does, too.

Brad and Craig watch Mari o nod.

Valentina's old boss goes to a counter by the w ndow.
He plugs a m crowave oven into an outlet.

No j ui ce.

Mari o gives Brad a wathful |ook

BRAD ( CONT' D)
Well...don't | ook at ne!

MARI O
It came fromyour storel

BRAD
Yeah, but--

Craig takes his cell phone and a USB charger out of his
overal | s pocket.

CRAI G
Quys...let me try this.
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Susannah's husband plugs the charger into his phone and the
charger into the same outlet.

Not hing at all.

Now Crai g plugs the charger into another kitchen outlet...and
finds no electricity.

CRAI G ( CONT' D)

Maybe we should've tried to flip a
restaurant, too.

EXT. SUMADOVA - NI GHT
The parking lot teenms with vehicles!
I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

CUSTOMVERS fill three out of every four seats...the eaters
enjoy Valentina' s ragtinme piano playing (and the food, too).

The ol d upright's hamers stand exposed.

Anj anette and Malik eat at a mddle table; between bites, the
coupl e take photos with their cell phones.

Norm and Sheila chow down at a wi ndow table...where they dig
t he nusic, too.

NORM
Sheila, this place takes nme back.

Sheil a | ooks | ost.

NORM ( CONT' D)
| mean...the pizza...the
nmusi c. . . everyt hi ng.

A grin forms on Sheila's face.

NORM ( CONT' D)
Thanks for taking me here.

SHEI LA
You' re wel come, Norm
(takes a few bites)
You remenber we're on Advant age
Way...not J Street.

Normgrits his teeth.
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SHEI LA ( CONT' D)
And this building used to have four
different restaurants in it.

NORM
Yeah.

SHEI LA
At the sane tine.

NORM

(taking a bite)

Cot it.

SHEI LA

And none of 'em served pizza.

TARYN HOLLI STER (57) approaches the front counter...Paul and
Regi na stand on the other side.

REG NA
H! Wel cone to Sunmadoval

Taryn's nmouth flies open

REG NA ( CONT' D)
How may we hel p you?

TARYN
I'"d like to see Susannah Macaul ay
and Val enti na Dobrynin.

PAUL
Uh...Val entina s playing the piano
and Susannah's at a table.

Taryn gazes at Susannah, who chats with Malik and Anjanette.

SUSANNAH
What do you two think of our red-
whi t e- and- bl ue pi zza?

MALI K
Very interesting.

Anj anette finishes her bite.

ANJANETTE
Especially the bl ue cheese.

Taryn's attention shifts to Susannah's ivory-tickling partner
(who waps up her tune to good appl ause), then to Regi na and
her fellow cashi er
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TARYN
I"m Taryn Hol lister, food critic
with "The Sacranento Bee."
Regi na | ooks fl attered.
Paul | ooks fl abbergast ed.

PAUL
What...would...you...like to eat?

I NT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Susy and Eli sit at the dinner table as Craig brings a plate
of fried chicken to the table.

CRAI G
Go ahead. Dig right in.

The two teens stare at each other, then at their dad.

CRAI G (CONT' D)
Not hi ng' s novi ng.

Susy stares at the chicken pieces.
Eli shrugs.

CRAI G (CONT' D)
Don't worry. They won't bite back

Craig forks a couple of chicken pieces onto his plate.
He bites into a piece...and | ooks satisfied.
Eli and Susy watch Craig pretend that piece is an airplane.

SUSY
Dad, we're too old for that.

So Craig eats the rest of the piece the conventional way.

He nods while Eli and a still-hesitant Susy fork chicken
pi eces onto their own plates.

Susy takes tiny bites...Eli eats his chicken oh-so-slowy.
ELI
(to Craig)
Can | have a minosa with this?

Crai g shakes his head "no."



ELI (CONT' D)
Wl l...where do you and Mom keep
t he whi skey?

Craig's nouth flies open.
Susy wags a finger at her brother.

CRAI G
Tell you what: |'ve got an idea.

SUSY
Cooki ng school ?

A grin fornms on Craig' s face.
I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

No nusic in the air at the nonment...Valentina, Taryn,
Susannah sit at a back table.

A large suprenme pizza dom nates the table.
Taryn sizes Susannah up before taking notes.

SUSANNAH
You bet your life I was an Air
Force pilot.

Valentina's nod is enthusiastic.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
| had to obtain a waiver to fly
because | was under the regul ation
hei ght of five feet, four inches.

VALENTI NA
Taryn, Susannah rose all the way to
t he rank of captain.

TARYN
(pointing to Susannah)
So how does your experience in the
Armed Forces translate to running a
pi zza parlor?

SUSANNAH
Organi zational skills. And a | ove
of cooki ng.

VALENTI NA
That's all there is to it.

56.

and
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Taryn takes a bite of pizza...only to w nce.

SUSANNAH
My father was in the Arny, and ny
father-in-law was in the Air Force.
He was stationed in Belgiumat the
time ny husband was born there.

EXT. SUMADOVA - NI GHT
A 2015 Nissan Versa Note pulls into an enpty parking space.

Craig clinbs out fromthe driver's side while Susy and Eli
junp out fromthe back seat.

Eli and his sister | ook ecstatic.

Their dad | ooks def eat ed.

I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Taryn's interview with Valentina and Susannah rolls on.

SUSANNAH
Wien | was little, | watched "Top
@n” on TV...and | told nyself:
"This is what | want to do."

VALENTI NA
Except your folks told you: "Grls
don't do that kind of thing."

Susannah nods at Valentina, then turns to Taryn.

SUSANNAH
My parents must've forgotten about
Sally Ride and Christa MAuliffe.

TARYN
But they flew space shuttles. Not
Ai r Force bonbers.

VALENTI NA
Speaki ng of space...did you know
t hat Val enti na Tereshkova was the
first woman in space?

Taryn groans. .. Susannah sm | es.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
My parents naned ne after her.
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SUSANNAH
Val entina Tereshkova flew in
1963...twenty years before the
Ameri cans responded by putting
Sally Ride into space.

The food critic takes another bite of pizza...and follows
that with a long swig of water/pop/tealjuicel/ Powerade.

VALENTI NA
That's a fact of history.

TARYN
Twenty years.

VALENTI NA
Al'l because NASA kept taking al
t hose j okes standup comics told
about wonen drivers seriously.

TARYN
Val entina, why don't you tell ne
about the KGB spies in your famly?
Is it true that your parents were
in the KGB?

Val enti na | ooks i npish.

VALENTI NA
Hel | , nol

Taryn's is a comc-strip gulp.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
My parents were ganme wardens and
t axi derm sts.

TARYN
You' re j oki ng.

SUSANNAH
She' s not j oking.

Val entina gives Taryn a tol d-you-so | ook

VALENTI NA
They were gane wardens and
taxiderm sts in Russia...and they
got the sane jobs when they noved
here to the United States in 1994.

Taryn takes some nore notes. ..
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SUSANNAH
Val entina's paternal grandparents
wor ked for the KGB. They spied.

VALENTI NA
So did ny Uncle Viadimr.

...then takes another bite of pizza.
Craig, Susy, and Eli arrive inside. They reach the counter.
PAUL
H! Wl conme to Sunmadova! Wat can
we do for you?

CRAI G
We'd like to build our own pizza.

ELI
Lar ge.

Eli receives a nod from Craig.

SUSY
How about extra | arge instead?

Craig stares Susy down...for a few seconds.

CRAI G
OCkay. ..extra | arge.
PAUL
What would you like on it?
Susy and Craig eyeball Eli in suspicion.
SUSY

No spaghetti on top!
Val entina peeks toward the counter..

TARYN
What brought you two into the
rest aur ant busi ness?

...then eyes Susannah.
SUSANNAH
Valentina and | wanted to do
something fun in our I|ives.

Taryn shakes her head "yes" before she scribbles nore notes.
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SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
So we patterned our restaurant
after Shakey's. After all, Shakey's
started out here in town.

VALENTI NA
(to Taryn)
W wanted to get into a...a fun
ki nd of rut.

(to Susannah)
You'll never guess who's here.

SUSANNAH
De' Aaron Fox? Keegan Murray? Malik
Monk? Mol Iy Ri ngwal d?

VALENTI NA
Look toward the counter, Susannah.

Susannah does just that.

Her eyes go wi de.

EXT. MACAULAY- ALLREDS' HOUSE - DAY

A beater of a car passes by on this early Sunday norning.
I NT. CRAIG S AND SUSANNAH S BEDROOM - DAY

Susannah and Craig finish dressing thensel ves when the
former's cell phone RINGS.

She grabs her phone off the dresser.
SUSANNAH
(i nto phone)
Hel | 0?
I NT. DOBRYN N- DRAZENOVI CHES' MAI N BEDROOM - DAY
Brad and Val entina (both in casual clothes) sit on the bed.
She tal ks on her smartphone while a copy of today's
"Sacramento Bee" rests on her |ap.
They l ook fit to be tied.
VALENTI NA
H, Susannah. | just thought I'd
better tell you.
| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

Susannah nods.



SUSANNAH
Tell ne what?

VALENTI NA
Taryn Hollister's Sumadova review
made it into today's paper.

SUSANNAH
What ' d she say?

VALENTI NA
Are you sitting down?

SUSANNAH
No.

VALENTI NA

You' d better.
Susannah gravitates to Craig's and her bed.

SUSANNAH
(sits on bed)
kay, Val entina. Shoot.

VALENTI NA
Taryn wote that we woul d' ve been
better off in our old jobs.

SUSANNAH
Vwell, I'll be a...

VALENTI NA
Not only that...she wote that
t hose four fast-food places that
were in our building should never
have left.

The two husbands study their w ves.

SUSANNAH
God! We opened up just six days
ago! It takes tine for a new
business to catch on! A
restaurant's no exception!

Susannah seet hes.
VALENTI NA
Damm right! Look how long it took
Shakey's to catch on!

Craig strolls to Susannah's and his bed...
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SUSANNAH
Took the founders two years before
t hey opened a second
restaurant...and it wasn't even
here in Sacramento! O anywhere
el se in Californial

VALENTI NA

If you still take the paper copy of
"The Sacranento Bee," burn it.

...and drapes his arm around her shoul der.
Susannah tries to chuckle.
SUSANNAH
If I still took "The Bee," |
woul d' ve used today's copy for
toilet paper.
Craig and Valentina burst into |aughter.
Brad | ooks | ost.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
I"minto ecol ogy.

A nodding Craig snmiles big.
EXT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - DAY

Brad, Mario, and Craig arrive...only to find graffiti on the
front side.

Result: Three |ong faces.

Mari o reaches the front door. He finds the door handle's
broken so that it can't | ock

I NT. ElI SENHOWNER- ERA HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
The three nen saunter inside...and find graffiti on a wall.
Craig, Brad, and Mario stop short of the closet.

MARI O
You guys...whoever did this read
t he paper yesterday.

BRAD
The online version or the paper
ver si on?
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MARI O
Doesn't natter.

CRAI G
They probably went to the Kings'
gane | ast night.

Mari o shakes his head "no."

MARI O
They know about Val entina and
Susannah. Your w ves.

CRAI G
Hey, now, wait a minute, Mario--

MARI O
This woul dn't have happened if your
wi ves hadn't started that pizza
pl ace and got a bad review

Craig noves toward the front w ndow.

MARI O ( CONT' D)
Susannah was better off hel ping
people retire...and Val enti na was
one of the best agents we had...

CRAI G
They just wanted to do sonet hi ng
different in their lives.

BRAD
(wags finger at Mario)

And besides...you ate Valentina's
food! Remenber?

Mari o plays dunb.

BRAD ( CONT' D)
And you liked it!

Brad watches Mario's sl ow nod.

BRAD ( CONT' D)
Remenber ?

Mari o stares the two novi ces down.
BRAD ( CONT' D)

Take it up with whoever painted
t hat gar bage!
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CRAI G
"' mgonna go get another |ock for
the front door.

Craig runs for the front door.

BRAD
Me, too, Craig!

Mari o watches Brad and Craig | eave.
EXT. SUMADOVA - NI GHT

About one out of every three parking spaces boasts a vehicle
on this Saturday night.

I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Alisa and G nger work the front counter when JENN LEE CLEAVER
(26) arrives inside a space about a third full of CUSTOVERS.

Jenni |l ee stops at said counter.

ALI SA
H! Welconme to Sumadova! What can
we do for you tonight?

JENNI LEE
This is the place I've heard so
much about .

G NGER
Uh. .. oh..

JENNI LEE
No, it's all good!

G nger's all smles.

JENNI LEE ( CONT' D)
My grandpa pl ayed piano at the
Shakey's at 57th and J way back in
the day...and this place rem nds ne
of it.

ALI SA
W' ve even got npj o potatoes here,
just like at the old Shakey's.

G NGER
"Cept we don't call 'emnojo
pot at oes. Copyri ght issues.
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JENNI LEE
You two just sold ne.

The two cashi ers nod.

JENNI LEE ( CONT' D)
Think I'1l have an order of King
Kong potatoes and a snal| pepperoni
pi zza. .. and. .

I NT. SUMADOVA WEST W NG - NI GHT

Eli and Susy play pinball alongside A FEW OTHER CUSTOVERS
when Val entina, Susannah, Craig, and Brad stroll inside.

Brad and Valentina lug a |arge, giftwapped rectangul ar
package...which the twosone |lower to the floor

Susy and Eli turn around and stare at the package...then at
their parents and next-door neighbors.

ELI

I was beating her!
SUSY

Not by much!
SUSANNAH

Susy. ..our next-door neighbors
chi pped in and got you a present.

Eli's nmouth flies open.
Susy's does, too.

CRAI G
Open it up!

A shruggi ng Susy bends down to open the package while El
| ooks | eal ous.

BRAD
Eli...don't you renmenber that
aut ographed Eli Manning jersey we
got you?

VALENTI NA

And t hat autographed Brock Purdy
one we got you?

ELI
Uh. . .yeah..
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Everyone el se in the roomwatches Susy pull out...a banjo!

She | ooks at the instrunent in her hands as if it's a dead
ani mal .

Susy eyes Val entina and Brad.

SUSY
Wait a mnute...
BRAD
Vll...nme and Val entina figured:
"Since you like Taylor Swift..."
SUSY
Yeah, but. ..
VALENTI NA

Don't you renmenber watching that
vi deo where Taylor Sw ft was
onst age playi ng a banjo?

Val entina catches Susy's stunned | ook.

SUSY
Uh...you' re right.

I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Jenni |l ee chows down at a table close to the stage...where
Val entina (on piano) and Susy (holding her own on banjo) put
over a singalong kind of tune fromthe 1900-29 peri od.
Nobody sings along...not even Susy or Val entina.

Eli, Craig, and Brad eat at a midroomtable.

The song ends...and m|d applause results. (Brad s and
Craig's applause is strong.)

SUSY
(to Val entina)
Thanks...| needed that half-hour

before | could figure out how to
play this thing w thout | ooking
i ke a dork.

Val enti na nods.
Susannah enters the roomfromthe office. She hovers over to

the Brad-Craig-Eli table while Valentina grabs the handheld
m ke from atop the piano.
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SUSANNAH
You guys...how s the food?

The two nmen and | one boy gesture or AD LIB their approval
bef ore Susannah goes to anot her group of eaters.

VALENTI NA
(into m ke)
Hey, custoners...if that song

didn't get you to sing
al ong...maybe this one wll.

Val entina puts the m ke down and turns to Susy.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Do you know "Sweet Caroline?"

SUSY
Carol i ne who?

VALENTI NA
Okay. You pick the song.

SUSY
How about "We Are Never Ever
Getting Back Toget her ?"

A stunned Val enti na wags her finger at Susy.

VALENTI NA
How about "Let It Go?"

SUSY
Deal !

Before the duo can hit a note, A RINGITONE cones from
Val entina's pants pocket.

She grabs her phone, checks the caller's nunber, and turns to
t he custoners.

VALENTI NA
Can anybody- -

Susannah's biz partner grabs the m ke with her free hand.
VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
(into m ke)
Can anybody in here play the piano?
Nobody responds...for a few seconds.

Then:
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JENNI LEE
(standi ng up)
Valentina, 1'll be glad to take

over 'til you get back!

VALENTI NA
Come on up

The ringtone CONTINUES...Valentina sets the m ke back on the
pi ano and jogs to the office while Jennilee strolls to the
ol d upright.

Susy's eyes go w de.

SUSY
My gym teacher from grade school ?

Once onstage, Jennilee raises her hands for a high five...but
Susy stays in Cub Stunned.

I NT. SUMADOVA MANAGERS' OFFI CE - N GHT

Val entina plops into one of two chairs in this smallish area
that barely has roomfor a desk.

VALENTI NA
(i nto phone)
Hel | 0?

I NT. BASEMENT AT DOBRYNI NS' HOUSE, PROVO, UT - N GHT

BORI'S and OKSANA DOBRYNI N (both 60s; Valentina' s fol ks) take
a break fromtaxiderny to gab with their daughter.

BORI S

(into his cell phone)
Too busy to call Mama and Papa?

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

VALENTI NA
Yes. |' m bust ed.
Bori s | ooks al ar ned.
BORI S

Are you in jail?

THE O S. SOUND of Jennilee's and Susy's version of "Let It
Go" (or a simlar novie thene) filters into the office.



VALENTI NA
No, Papa. You'd never hear this
kind of nusic in ajail.

BORI S

Are you having an open house?
VALENTI NA

No. I'min a restaurant.

Cksana catches Boris' smle

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
My friend next door and | started
our own pizza parlor. It's been in
busi ness thirteen days now.

BORI S
Val entina...what was wong with
sel ling houses?

VALENTI NA
Susannah and | wanted to inject
sone excitement into our I|ives.

OKSANA
Boris, she shoul d' ve been a spy.

Boris nods at Cksana before he resunes the call

BORI S
| thought you said Susannah was a
retirenent consultant.

VALENTI NA
She was...until it stopped being
fun.

Oksana grunbl es.
Susy's and Jennil ee's nunber HEATS UP O S.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
She and | just wanted to foll ow our
real passion...food.

OKSANA
Boris, give ne the phone.

Boris holds up his free index finger.

BORI S
Your manma wants a word with you.
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VALENTI NA
Al right.

Boris hands the cell phone to Oksana.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
H , Mama

OKSANA
(i nto phone)
So...are you naki ng noney?

VALENTI NA
Not . . .yet.

Val entina's dad grunts.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Just give us tine. It takes tine to
devel op a foll ow ng.

OKSANA
How nmuch tinme do you need?

VALENTI NA
However long it takes.

OKSANA
Does the world have that |ong?

BORI S
Good question, Oksana.

Val entina's nom shakes her head "yes."

VALENTI NA
|"mbetting on it.

OKSANA
What do you and your friend cal
your new restaurant?

VALENTI NA
Surmadova.

OKSANA
Su...ma...do...va.

Boris' nmouth flies open.
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OKSANA ( CONT' D)
If we stop at your restaurant next
time we visit Sacranento, will we
get sick fromthe cuisine?

Val entina chuckl es. .. Susannah stops inside the office.
VALENTI NA
No, Mama! Susannah and | just took
the first two letters of our first
and | ast nanmes and gave our pizza
parlor its name.
Susannah goes to the office |laptop to check stats.

I f necessary, Valentina noves out of Susannah's way.

OKSANA
D fferent.

VALENTI NA
To quote the old fast-food
restaurant commercial: "Different
is good."

OKSANA

| have a way for your restaurant to
draw nore custoners

VALENTI NA
Fire when ready.

Susannah eyebal | s Val enti na.
OKSANA
Per haps you renanme your restaurant
Kamal a' s.
Val enti na shows a slight grin.

VALENTI NA
Vell...we also do serve burgers.

And Susannah shrugs.
EXT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - DAY

Under Mario's supervision, Craig and Brad strip the graffiti
fromthe front of the house.

It's a struggle.
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BRAD
Mario...what if we had this house
pai nt ed anot her col or?

MARI O
W don't have tinme. O a budget.

Crai g sneaks a peek toward a house next door..
EXT. KENNANS' HOUSE - DAY

...where KEI TH and ANNETTE KENNAN (both 60s) take a break
fromyardwork to catch Brad's and Craig's efforts.

Annette breaks out a cell phone to shoot footage.

EXT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - DAY

Brad, Mario, and Craig beamw th pride...no nore graffiti.
The three nen trade high fives, then head inside.

Annette and Keith foll ow t hem

I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Craig, Mario, and Brad stroll toward the space...only to find
t hose new appl i ances m ssing!

The house flippers find A KNOCK on the front door, too.

CRAI G
I"ve got it!

Craig runs off...
I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
...and opens the door to reveal Keith and Annette.

CRAI G
H ! What can we do for you?

KElI TH
W' ve noticed you working on this
house, and. ..

CRAI G
Yes. W're working on this house.

Brad and Mario jog into the room
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KEI TH
Wll...we're contractors.

Brad shakes his head si deways.

ANNETTE
W are. And we cane to give you an
i ni

tial renovati on estinate.

MARI O
Prove it.

The el derly coupl e eyeball each other

BRAD
Yeah! Prove it!

ANNETTE
If we're lying, we're flying.

Keith wags a finger at Brad.

KElI TH
You | ook fam liar.

Brad shows that deer-in-the-headlights | ook

ANNETTE
Don't you work at the Best Buy
store over on Arden Way?

BRAD
Uh...Best Buy store...Arden Way. ..

KElI TH
Qur daughter told us about you...

Now Brad bl ows an inagi nary bubbl e.
EXT. SUMADOVA - NI GHT

A car graces about one out of every four parking spaces on
t his January Monday ni ght.

I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Paul and Regi na stand behind the front counter; they watch
Bar bi, Dan, and Jennil ee chow down while Val entina (back in
her tux) plays a rag on that ancient upright piano.

PAUL
You wanna hel p ne cl ean the other
t abl es, Regi na?



REG NA
We did that an hour ago.

A concerned Susannah approaches Jennilee's, Dan's, and
Barbi's table.

SUSANNAH
How do you |ike the food?

Jenni | ee beans...Dan just nods.
Bar bi | ooks around the room before she eyes Susannah.

BARBI
You sure you don't have any regrets
about starting a restaurant?

SUSANNAH
Did Jenni fer Hudson regret becom ng
a TV tal k-show host ?

Jenni | ee | aughs.

DAN
Susannah, you do | ook |ike you
m spl aced your clicker.

SUSANNAH
It's about sonething el se, Dan.

Dan and Barbi | ean closer to Susannah.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
I'"ve got too many fond nenories of
eating at the Shakey's at 57th and
J when | was going to Sacranento
State...and that's ny inspiration
for wanting to go into the pizza
busi ness nmy own sel f.

DAN
C non. You can tell us.

Val entina ends her rag...but only Jennil ee appl auds.
BARBI
Hey, Valentina...don't you know a
song we can relate to?
Susannah's buddy turns away fromthe keys to Barbi.

VALENTI NA
What would you |like to hear?
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Barbi takes a bite...then shrugs.

JENNI LEE
(raising her fork)
Val, 1've got an idea!

VALENTI NA
Ckay, Jennil ee.

JENNI LEE
(sets fork down)
| renmenber Susy fromthe grade

school | teach at.
DAN
Who' s Susy?

Susannah | ooks fit to be tied.

SUSANNAH
Don't tell ne you don't renmenber ny
daughter. She was at the in-office
party |ast July.

VALENTI NA
(wags finger at Dan)
She plays guitar...and banjo.

Dan's next nod is oh-so-sl ow.

JENNI LEE
I"d like to play al ongside her here
at the restaurant.

BARBI
(to Susannah)
VWhere's she at?

SUSANNAH
She's at honme with her brother and
their dad. It's a school night.

DAN
Uh. . . huh.

Regi na and Paul |eave the counter to clean enpty tables.

JENNI LEE
Anyway. ..l can play on weeknights,
too. And if | took over on piano,
it'd free you to give Susannah sone
extra hel p.
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Val enti na and Susannah stare Jennil ee down.

VALENTI NA
Uh. . . okay.

Jennilee rises fromthe table...but:

SUSANNAH
Jennilee, finish eating first.

JENNI LEE
kay.

Wil e Jennil ee resunes eating, Dan turns to Susannah.
DAN
Now. ..what's taking the batteries
out of your clicker?
Susannah tries to hide a grin.
EXT. PHOEBE A. HEARST SCHOCL - DAY
A nodern, one-story building in the East Sacranento area.
I NT. PHOEBE A. HEARST SCHOCL MJSI C ROOM - DAY

W ndows and white walls cheer the place up.

In this lively afterschool session, Susy strums away on her
banjo as Jennil ee pounds the keys of a studi o piano.

It's a closed-door rehearsal...until the door opens to reveal
ROSA HI DALGO (40s), one of Jennilee's fellow teachers.

Rosa | ooks floored while Jennilee and Susy continue to play.
She cl oses the door and slinks into a seat.
Susy's and Jennilee's tune ends.

Rosa's confused | ook conti nues.

RCSA
Susannah. .. Macaul ay-Al Il red Jr.
SUSY
That's ne.
RCSA

| thought you were in high school.



SUSY
Well, Ms. Hidalgo, I am

RCSA
But...but...what are you doi ng back
here...with a banjo?

SUSY
Me and Ms. O eaver have an act.

Susy covers her nouth for a few seconds.
SUSY (CONT' D)
I nmean Ms. Cleaver and | have an
act .

Rosa catches Jennil ee's nod.

JENNI LEE
Susy and | play weekends at
Sumadova.

RCSA

Suma. . . what ?

JENNI LEE
It's a new pizza parlor over on
Advant age \Way.

RCSA
You two get paid for this?
SUSY
Yep.
JENNI LEE
In fact, Rosa, |'ve just started

pl ayi ng weekni ghts, too.

ROSA
Li ke...one of those side hustles I
keep hearing about?

JENNI LEE
That's right.

Susy sets her banjo aside.
SUSY
Speaki ng of side hustles...nmybe
Dad needs a new one.

Rosa and a now confused Jennil ee stare at Susy.
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SUSY ( CONT' D)
He's all uptight 'cause that house
he's helping flip's taking a | ot
| onger than nornal.

JENNI LEE
Uh. . . huh.
(with a big grin)
|'"ve got just the song that'l
cheer hi m up.

Jennil ee turns around to face the keys when Rosa stands up.

ROSA
You know what woul d cheer ne up?

SUSY
A classroom full of brainiacs?

RCSA
Nope. .. change the name of that
restaurant you play at.

Susy and Jenni |l ee eye each ot her.
I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - DAY
Early Saturday norning...a few hours before opening tine.

Susannah (cordless m ke in hand) and Valentina sit at the old
pi ano and face their staff.

Alisa, Colin, Fawn, G nger, Jack, Jennilee, N collette, Paul,
Regi na, and Susy sit at various tables.

Al staffers but Susy and Jennil ee | ook dunbfounded.

FAVWN
(to those around her)
I was watching the Cartoon Network.

JACK
Fawn, you've gotta be ki ddi ng.

FAWN
Wl |, Jack, they don't have
Sat urday norning cartoons on the
br oadcast networks anynore. So |'ve
gotta get ny fix on the Cartoon--
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NI COLLETTE
(noddi ng)
You' re sure taking nme back...way
back...back into tine...

Susannah checks her watch, then addresses Sunadova's cooKks,
servers-cashi ers, and entertainers.

SUSANNAH
(into m ke)
Staffers...Valentina and | would
i ke your full attention.

Twenty-two eyes gaze at Susannah.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Wl cone to our first staff neeting.
And it couldn't have cone at a
better tine.

Fawn cringes. ..

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Sunadova' s been | ooked at as a
cartoon ever since Taryn
Hollister's review in "The
Sacranento Bee."

...then throws her hands up.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
We had great crowds our first week
i n business...but ever since the
review, we've had one-fourth to one-
third as nmuch busi ness per week.

Colin and Paul raise their hands.

SUSANNAH ( CONT" D)
Yes, Colin?

COLI N
Are we gonna | ose our jobs?

Some enpl oyees gasp.

SUSANNAH
It's not that bad. Yet.
(points to Paul)
Paul ...you had a question?

PAUL
Uh...are we gonna take a pay cut?
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Several colleagues stare Paul down.

SUSANNAH
| hope it doesn't cone to that.

AD LI BBED reactions take over...Val entina gestures Susannah
into giving up the m ke.

Val entina accepts the m ke and speaks into it.

VALENTI NA
Cowor kers, |'ve got an idea.
G NGER
As long as it's good.
VALENTI NA
You' d be surprised at how good it

is, G nger
G nger beans.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Here it is: Each one of us wll
infiltrate other | ocal pizza
restaurants to find out what nakes
themti ck.

Puzzl enent grips the dining room
VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)

And we'll take the best of all our
findings and apply them here.

JACK

And we' Il make Taryn eat her words!
REG NA

Better yet...we'l|l make Taryn eat

our new, inproved nenu itens!
Some enpl oyees appl aud.
Al'i sa sends her hand upward.

VALENTI NA
Alisa, what would you like to know?

ALI SA
WIl this interfere with our work
schedul es, Val enti na?



VALENTI NA
Absol utely not.

Val entina catches Alisa's nod.
VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Just pick a day off and go to the
pi zza parl or you' ve been assigned.
Regi na rubs her hands in gl ee.
VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
And don't forget to take plenty of
notes while you're there.

REG NA
Are you and Susannah gonna do this?

VALENTI NA
Damm right we are, Reginal

Cheers erupt all over the place.

Susy lifts her hand.

SUSY
Mom ..can | go with you?
SUSANNAH
Uh...we'll see.

Susy's is a slow, slow nod.

JENNI LEE
Susannah...if that doesn't work
out, she can go with ne.

Now Susannah cones up with a sl ow nod.

VALENTI NA
That's it, everybody! Happy spyi ng!

Appl ause. .. cheers...high fives!

SUSANNAH
(wags finger at Val entina)
| thought you couldn't steal
secrets to save your soul

VALENTI NA
I"'ma | ate | earner.
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Val entina sets the m ke on the piano before she and Susannah
trade high fives.

EXT. 21ST STREET Pl ZZA - DAY

This is a striking, nodern two-story building in Sacramento's
M dt own ar ea.

I NT. 21ST STREET PI ZZA DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Jack and wi fe FRANCE LI (60s) acconpany G nger into a narrow

shot gun-styl e di ning roomcocktail | ounge.
JACK
France, honey...you renmenber this
pl ace?
FRANCE

(wags finger at Jack)
| picked the place out.

JACK
Uh. . . yeah.

FRANCE
It was the first place you and I
ate out together at in Sacranento.

G nger's all smles.

FRANCE ( CONT' D)
After our honeynoon.

G NGER
| used to be a food server here.

France and Jack stare G nger down.

JACK
And you didn't even tell ne!

G NGER
Didn't wanna spoil the surprise.

The two woren and | one man head for the bar.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
Jack, G nger, and France enjoy Chicago-style deep-dish pizza

whil e seated at the bar across from owner SHELDON SPELLI NGS
(40s), who washes sone gl asses.



SHELDON
How do you guys like it here?

FRANCE
Just like | renenber it.

France eyes her husband, then Shel don.

FRANCE ( CONT' D)
Just like we renmenber it.

G NGER
(through bites)
Me, too.

Shel don gazes at G nger

SHEL DON
You do | ook awful famliar.
G NGER
I worked here when your folks ran
t he pl ace.
SHEL DON
G nger?
G NGER
Yep.

(takes a swi Q)
And you' re Shel don.

Jack and his wife wi pe their nouths...

G NGER ( CONT' D)
You used to like to call this
"pizza for adults.”

...then kiss.

G NGER ( CONT' D)
Not |i ke Shakey's or Chuck E.
Cheese's or anypl ace like that.

G nger catches Shel don's enbarrassed | ook

G NGER ( CONT' D)
(takes another bite)
Before we're through, you gotta
tell me what makes your deep-dish
pi zza so speci al .
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SHELDON
All...right...but you oughta tel
me who wants to know.
Shel don observes G nger's inpish smle
G NGER
Wll, it's...sonebody who works at
a Shakey's or Chuck E. Cheese's or
anypl ace like that.
Jack and France break off their Kkiss.
EXT. FOLSOM BOULEVARD PI ZZERI A - NI GHT

It's a smallish, bicycle-themed space in the mddle of an
East Sact own shopping center.

A FEW EATERS sit at outdoor tables.
I NT. FOLSOM BOULEVARD PI ZZERI A MAI N DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

This roomlets Alisa, Colin, Fawn, Paul, and OTHER CUSTOVERS
wat ch FOUR COOKS (two nmen, two wonen) prepare the food.

Bet ween bites, Fawn uses her cell phone to snap pictures of
t he cooks.

Paul | ooks at Fawn as if she's a zonbi e.

FAVWN
Vll, look: | don't wanna take any
chances.
COLIN
(to Fawn)
Good poi nt .
Alisa takes a bite of her thin-crust pizza, then turns to her
fell ow Sunadova enpl oyees.

ALI SA
This pizza really packs a punch.

PAUL
Alisa...you re tal king about a thin-
crust pizza.

ALI SA
Go ahead, Paul. You try a slice of
ny pizza...and I'Il try a slice of

yours.



Paul shows a "huh?" | ook.

ALl SA ( CONT' D)
It's all good.

So...Alisa and Paul swap pizza slices.

The twosone take a few bites each...but after his, Paul
puckers up before he takes a |long swi g of pop.

He follows that with a long swig of water
Si x eyes stare Paul down.

COLI N
You okay?

PAUL
Mama mia...that's sone spicy pizza!

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Al nost closing tine...Paul, Fawn, Colin, and Alisa | ean
across the counter fromthis eatery's four cooks.

FEMALE COCK #1
You guys nust really |ike our
pi zza.

COLI N
We sure dol

ALl SA
Especially that spicy Southwestern
thin-crust pizza | ordered.

Paul fans his nouth.
FAWN
What's you guys's secret? How do
you do it?

ALI SA
Especially that thin-crust pizza.

The Fol som Four sone eye each ot her.

MALE COOK #1
(to Alisa)
Vell, uh, we start with our dough.

Ali sa nods.
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MALE COK #2
Yeah. When it comes to our dough
we start with four ingredients.

FEMALE COCK #2
(clears throat first)
Water, salt, flour, and yeast.

Fawn breaks out her cell phone again...for a video.

FAVWN
Wul d you like to say that again
for the camera?

Fermal e Cook #2 clears her throat again...then

FEMALE COCK #2
We make our pizza dough with just
four ingredients: Water, salt,
flour, and yeast.

The Sumadova Foursome AD LIB or gesture their agreenent.

MALE COOK #1
I"mjust curious...are you four
interested in going into the
restaurant business?

Paul , Colin, Fawn, and Alisa eyeball each other in
silence...for a few seconds.

PAUL
W're already init.

Two Fol som cooks stare into space.

Anot her Fol som enpl oyee gazes daggers at Paul .
The fourth Fol som cook shrugs.

And Fawn catches it all on video.

COLI N
We just wanna do it better.

EXT. 37TH AVENUE - DAY
A 2020 Ram four-door pickup tools al ong.
I NT. RAM TRUCK - DAY

Mario drives...Craig and Brad ride in the back.
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The three nmen's eyes go wi de when they find...
EXT. KENNANS' HOUSE - DAY

...the new appliances fromthe fixer-upper next door...near
Annette's and Keith's front door!

EXT. ElI SENHOAER- ERA HOUSE - DAY

The truck stops in front of the house.

Craig, Brad, and Mario junmp out of the Ram and steam toward:
EXT. KENNANS' HOUSE - DAY

Brad bangs on the front door as if he's got no tonorrow.

CRAI G
Brad...try the doorbell

Craig receives Brad's icy stare.

CRAI G (CONT" D)
It's on the right.

Bef ore Brad can punch the doorbell, the door opens...and
reveal s Keith and Annette.
KElI TH
Yes?
BRAD

CONTRACTORS MY ASS!
Annette's nmouth flies open...Keith chuckles.
MARI O
(pointing at the Kennans)
W' ve got work to do.
Brad continues to seethe.

MARI O ( CONT' D)
Al five of us.

Keith smrks.

MARI O ( CONT' D)
Ri ght now.

I NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Al'l the new appliances have been put back in place.
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Annette, Brad, Craig, Keith, and Mario check to make sure
everyt hi ng works.

Everything's all right.

CRAI G
Let's sit down and clear the air.

BRAD
I know a good pl ace.

| NT. ElI SENHONER- ERA HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
The four nen and the sole wonan sit on the fl oor.

ANNETTE
Vel |l ...anyway...when Keith and I
saw the "For Sale" sign on the
front lawn here...and on the
bottom it said "CGolden State
Real ty Conpany," well...

KElI TH
Me and Annette put two and two
t oget her.

ANNETTE

W read that article in the paper
about the realtor who decide to go
i nto business with her next-door
nei ghbor to start a pizza pl ace.

Craig and Brad nod at each ot her.
KEI TH

(to Annette)
What's that place called?

ANNETTE
Suki yaki, | think
BRAD
You nean Sunmdova.
KElI TH
Wth a nane like that, | wouldn't
eat there.
CRAI G

Il think it's a cool nane.
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ANNETTE
Anyway, the article said Valentina
shoul da stayed in real estate.

Mario's is an enthusi astic nod.

KElI TH
And Susannah was a better
retirement consultant than a
rest aurant owner.

ANNETTE
Keith, that ain't saying nuch.

CRAI G
Now just a m nute--

ANNETTE
She was a better Air Force pilot
than a retirenent consultant.

KElI TH
Me and Annette are the proof.

Craig puts his chin on his fists.

ANNETTE
(wags finger at Brad)
And our daughter went to your store
to buy a hard drive for a conputer
she wanted to fix up...and you
charged her for a copy of Wndows
11 she didn't get.

Brad's is a sl ow nod.

KEI TH
So...we decided to get back at you.

Annette and Keith stare daggers at Brad, who continues to
shake his head up and down.

BRAD
Wuld it nake you feel good to know
| turned in ny resignation from
there...and decided to go into
house-flipping full tine?

Now Keith and Annette turn to each ot her
CRAI G

Sure beats facing irate customers
every hour on the hour.
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Brad | ooks | ost...

CRAI G ( CONT' D)
Brad, that's what you told ne!

...only to change to That Busted Look.
EXT. J STREET PI ZZA PLACE - N GHT

A nodern, glassy, lowlying building three mles west of the
fam ly restaurant on Shakey's ol d bl ock.

I NT. J STREET PI ZZA PLACE DI NI NG ROOM - N GHT
THE PLACE | S ALMOST PACKED!

At a table for four, Jennilee, N collette, and Regi na chow
down in an upscal e-100ki ng space that sports a casual,
Chi cago-t hened vi be.

Two bi g-screen TVs that show SPORTS EVENTS keep eaters busy.

Regi na takes a break from eating chicken wings to eyeball her
Sumadova buddi es.

REG NA
You guys, this is what we need.

NI COLLETTE
What do we need, Regina?

Regi na points to her chicken w ngs.

REG NA
Go ahead, Nicollette. Try one.

Ni collette shows a "huh" | ook.

REG NA ( CONT' D)
It's all right. Try one.

JENNI LEE
(to Regina)
Don"t mnd if | do.

A noddi ng Regi na watches Jennilee fork one of Regina's
chi cken w ngs.

Nicollette follows suit at | ast.

Regi na's col | eagues eat their w ngs. Jennil ee | ooks
satisfied...but N collette nakes a face.
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JENNI LEE ( CONT' D)
Good cal l'!

Ni col l ette grabs her water glass and takes a | ong sw g.
Jenni |l ee and Regi na watch her exhale...for a few seconds.

NI COLLETTE
The spicier...the better.

The three wonen high-five it.

JENNI LEE
When it comes to needing
things...we need one nore thing to
put Sumadova over the top.

NI COLLETTE
Okay, Jennilee. Tell us what'll put
Sumadova over the top

JENNI LEE
Just | ook on the wall.

Regina and Nicollette stare at the walls...but |ook confused.
The twosone stare Jennil ee down.

JENNI LEE ( CONT' D)
W need a TV...or two.

Ni collette and Regina watch TV for a few nonments before they
eye Jennil ee.

REG NA
Jennil ee Cleaver...don't you know
those TVs will cost you your job?

Jenni | ee grabs a piece of her Chicago-style deep-dish pizza.
She savors a few bites while her pals stare.

JENNI LEE
Depends on what's on TV.

EXT. RIVERSI DE BOULEVARD Pl ZZA PLACE - N GHT

This is a 1950s brick building across the street froma
cenmetery in the city's Land Park area.

Valentina (in a suit, fedora, and fake beard) sits at one of
t he outdoor seats.
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Sheila and Normreach for the front door when...a drone | ands
bet ween t hem

Norm wat ches his wife pick up the fallen drone.

NORM
They warned us, Sheila. Wrld War
3's just around the corner.

Sheila grimaces at her husband as Val entina hurries toward
t he coupl e.

SHEI LA
(shows drone to Val entina)
You know anyt hi ng about this?

VALENTI NA
(deep, manni sh voi ce)
"Il take that.

And Sheil a hands Val enti na the drone.
I NT. RI VERSI DE BOULEVARD PI ZZA PLACE DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Brick walls, wood-and-chrone tables for four, and done
lighting mark this airy-1ooking space.

Norm Sheila, and Valentina sit together at one such table
when food server KATIE DAUGHERTY (20s) greets themw th nenus
in tow.

The drone rests in a seat.

KATI E
H. I"'mKatie. |I'myour server
tonight. What can | get you two
gentl emen and one | ady?

Val entina | ooks anused...for a while.
She retains that deep, mannish voice.
VALENTI NA
I was all set to cone in |ast
night...but I found out you're
cl osed on Mondays.

KATI E
Yes, we are.

Kati e hands the three custoners a nenu each.



93.

Val enti na, Sheila, and Norm browse their nenus for a few
seconds. . .t hen:

SHEI LA
Think we're ready to order.

Kati e nods.

NORM
(to Val entina)
Sir...why don't you go first?

VALENTI NA
Okay, Norm
(to Katie)
I'"d like to start out with your
shisisto...shisito...

The Two Bankstons open their nouths to correct their guest.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Never mnd, I'Il start out with
your pork-and-beef neatball.

KATI E
Good choi ce.

SHEI LA
You can say that again.

SAME SCENE - M NUTES LATER

Kati e cones back to the table with that pork-and-beef
nmeatball...as well as an extra-large pizza. (By now, drinks
rest on the table, too.)

She sets the itens on the threesone's table when Val entina
takes of f her beard and places it by the seated drone.

Result: Three stunned faces.

NORM
You' re...from.. Sukiyaki?
VALENTI NA
(in her real voice)
Sumadova.
SHEI LA

Don't you renenber her, Nornf

Normis is a slow slow nod.
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SHEI LA ( CONT' D)
(to Val entina)
You pl ayed the piano the night Norm
and | were there.

KATI E
(pointing to Val entina)
You' re one of the two co-owners
over there. | read about you two in
"The Bee."

Val entina sinks in her seat.

VALENTI NA
| just came here because | wanted
to see what made this place so
freakin' speci al

KATI E
We're glad you cane.

Susannah's biz partner sits back up..
VALENTI NA
I was so |ooking forward to trying
your All-American pizza.
...then grabs a piece of pizza.
VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
(through bites)
Never tell anybody |I'm not
patriotic.
Kati e watches Norm and a nodding Sheila dig in.
EXT. K STREET PI ZZA - N GHT
Here's a small granite building in the downtown area.
Tucked underneath the overhead sign: Qutdoor seating.
I NT. K STREET PI ZZA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Craig, Susy, Eli, and Susannah stroll into a spacious area
that features not only a bar along the wall...but also tables
for foursones.

Eli's and Susy's dad | ooks stunned.
CRAI G

Susannah...you sure this is the
pl ace we ate at on our first date?



SUSANNAH
It's the same place. Just under new
managenent, that's all.

Al'l four Macaul ay-Allreds gaze at the bottomhalf of a
Peterbilt truck tractor...hanging over the bar.

SUSY
Mom | was | ooking forward to
hearing sone netal in here.

The only sound in the place: GABBI NG CUSTOVERS.

ELI
And | wanted to get inside the
bounce house.

Susannah shrugs.

SUSANNAH
The new managenent didn't think
t hey' d have room for the bounce
house and the other things they
want ed...and they don't |ike netal.

Susy si ghs.

SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Wait "til you taste the Anerican-
I'talian-Korean cuisine.
(to Eli)
And you'll |ike the wood-fired
pi zza topped with pears, blue
cheese, and honey.

Eli makes a face...and draws Susy's attention.

SUSY
| thought you were into all those
wei rd pizza toppings.

ELI
Mom ..can we get one of those old
trucks and hang it on the wall over
at Sunmadova?

Now Susannah nmakes a facel!

SUSY
Mom fl ew a bonber...renenber, Eli?

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

95.
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I NT. SUMADOVA DI Nl NG ROOM - DAY

Val entina and Susannah give directions as Jack and Jennil ee
(both on | adders) hang a big-screen TV in one corner.

I NT. SUMADOVA KI TCHEN - DAY

Colin uses flour, water, salt, and yeast to cone up with thin-
crust pizza dough..

SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER
...but his try falls apart.
SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

Fawn attenpts to nake the sane thin-crust dough with the sane
four ingredients...

SAVE SCENE - EVEN LATER
...and breathes relief when she finds success.
| NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

G nger watches Anjanette and Malik try Sumadova' s new and-
hopef ul | y-i nmproved Chi cago-styl e deep-di sh pizza.

Wfey | ooks skeptical...Hubby | ooks delighted.
SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Paul comes over to Katrina's, Mario's, and Roger's table to
check how the three custonmers |ike the food.

Mario smles...Roger gives a "thunbs down."
Katrina downs her nug of beer...and slanms it to the table.
| NT. SUVADOVA MANAGERS' OFFI CE - DAY

A tense Nicollette watches Valentina try the eatery's new
chi cken w ngs.

Val enti na chews oh-so-slowy.
I NT. SUMADOVA DI NIl NG ROOM - DAY

On this Saturday afternoon, Mei-Ling frets when she observes
A SPARSE CROWD.



97.

I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Susy (on banjo) and Jennilee (on piano) get A HALF- CAPACI TY
CROND to sing al ong.

Rosa's one of the eaters...and she tries to sing.
Susannah and Val entina trade high fives.
| NT. SUVADOVA MANAGERS OFFI CE - DAY

Regina joins Nicollette; the twosone watch Susannah eat
Sumadova' s new chi cken w ngs.

After a bite or two, Susannah sits there stonefaced.
| NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - DAY

Just before opening tine, Regina and Alisa (both on | adders)
attach a scal e-nodel F-16 bonber to the ceiling.

I NT. SUMADOVA KI TCHEN - DAY

Wth Valentina's, Jack's, and Fawn's coaching, Colin's thin
crust turns out better.

| NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Nicollette waits all alone for a verdict on those chi cken
wi ngs...and cheers when Susannah and Val entina energe with
"thunbs up.”

Next: A group hug!

END MONTAGE

EXT. SUMADOVA - NI GHT

A 2017 Ford Fusion pulls into a half-full parking lot on this
April Saturday.

Mali k junps out of the driver's seat...Anjanette |eads a
bl i ndf ol ded Taryn out through one of the car's rear doors.

TARYN
You still haven't told ne where
we' re goi ng.

ANJANETTE
It's a surprise.

Anj anette and Malik escort Taryn toward the eatery.
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MALI K
It's also the last stop on our
restaurant craw .

Mal i k opens Sumadova's front door, then gestures the two
wornen i nsi de.

TARYN
How about a clue?
ANJANETTE
Well, Taryn, it's one of our new

favorite places to eat out.
I NT. SUMADOVA DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Anj anette |l eads Taryn inside a place HALF FULL OF CUSTOVERS;
Mal i k foll ows.

The food critic from"The Sacranento Bee" tries to sniff her
way to a clue.

The snell test doesn't help Taryn.

Barbi, Dan, Katrina, Mario, and Roger sit at back-to-back
tabl es...where they chow dowmn and watch A BASKETBALL GAME on
t he bi g-screen TV.

At the front counter, Paul and Alisa watch Mali k and
Anj anette guide their still-blindfolded fellow food critic to
the front.

AL| SA
H! Welconme to Sumadova! What can
we do for you?

Taryn tries to westle out of Anjanette's and Malik's grip.

MALI K
Wait a mnute. If | can give this
restaurant another chance, you can
give it another chance, too.

ANJANETTE
(eyebal I'i ng Taryn)
Just |ike you gave that G eek
rest aur ant downt own anot her chance.

Malik lets go of a nodding Taryn, who rips her blindfold off
with her newy-freed hand.

Paul"s nmouth flies open.
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SAME SCENE - A BIT LATER

Basketball on TV gives way to Jennilee's piano playing and
Susy's banj o strumm ng.

Susannah (she's erect) | ooks after Dan, Barbi, Mario,
Katrina, and Roger.

SUSANNAH
How s everythi ng?

MARI O
Just |ike uptown!

Roger, Barbi, and Dan gesture or AD LIB their gratitude.

Katrina gl ares at Susannah.

SUSANNAH
Katrina, if there's sonmething here
you don't like, we'll gladly give

you your noney back.
Val entina's biz partner watches Katrina shake her head "no."
SUSANNAH ( CONT' D)
Does this have anything to do with
your parents?

Katri na seethes with a nod.

ROGER
(to Susannah)
She's still upset about her folks'
retirement plan.
BARBI
She's still pissed off about the

advi ce they got from us.

Susannah takes an enpty seat at the quintet's tables.

SUSANNAH
Katrina...all they had to do was
make a wll.

DAN

Keith and Annette called us...and
they're making out that will.

BARBI
As we speak
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Katrina takes deep breaths...then:

KATRI NA
(standi ng up)
["lIl drink to that!

Barbi, Dan, Mario, and Roger rise up; they and Katrina raise
their glasses or nugs before drinking away...and triggering
appl ause i n Susannah.

At a nearby table, Valentina checks up on Anjanette, Malik,
and Taryn...who sanple that red-white-and-blue pizza.

VALENTI NA
How s everybody doi ng?

Mal i k and Anjanette raise their thunbs.

Taryn continues to eat.

Valentina's is a slow, slow nod.

SAME SCENE - STILL LATER

Susy's and Jennilee's lively nusic continues strong.

Eli, Craig, Brad, and SOVE NEW CUSTOVERS nmaeke their way to
the front counter, where Alisa and Paul still take orders.

Brad and Crai g beam at each ot her

CRAI G
Susy's never sounded better.

Eli cringes...but changes his expression to a nod when Brad
gives himthe evil eye.

The two nusicians' nunber ends. .. appl ause kicks in.

ELI
Well...that's ny sister up there.

Val entina rushes to the stage, where Jennil ee hands her the
cordl ess m ke fromatop the piano.

VALENTI NA
(into m ke)
Let's hear it for Jennil ee C eaver
and Susy Macaul ay-Allred Jr.!

The eaters' applause grows stronger...Susy and Jennil ee trade
hi gh fives.
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Susannah (now behind the front counter) smles big.

Mal i k and Anjanette rise fromtheir seats to head for the
stage...a surprise to Val entina.

MALI K
Is it all right?

ANJANETTE
To talk to the other custoners?

VALENTI NA
Uh. .. why not?

Onstage, Valentina passes the mke to Malik...who relays the
mke to his wife.

ANJANETTE
(into m ke)
Val enti na. .. Susannah...the rest of
t he Sunadova
staff...custoners...thanks.

Val entina | eaves the stage to join Susannah, Paul, and Alisa
at the counter

A few custoners appl aud; others | ook surprised.

ANJANETTE ( CONT' D)
Anyway. ..|'m Anj anette Rosari o-
Crawford, and I"'ma food critic
wi th "Sactown" nagazi ne.

Taryn's is a sl ow nod.

ANJANETTE ( CONT' D)
And |'ve got a question for you at
the tables...how do you like the
f ood here?

The custoners around a still-eating Taryn appl aud.

ANJANETTE ( CONT' D)
| feel the sane way, too!

The appl ause grows | ouder as Anjanette passes the m crophone
to her husband.

MALI K

(into m ke)
I'"'ma food reviewer, too...but I'm
online. It's safer for me that way.
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Alisa and a few custoners chuckl e.

MALI K ( CONT' D)
I"m Mlik Crawford...you guessed
it...we're husband and wife.

The new custoners join Brad, Craig, and Eli in taking seats.

MALI K ( CONT' D)
Anj anette and | heard all the talk
about Sumadova ever since that
article in "The Bee."

Taryn points to herself.

MALI K ( CONT' D)
Anj anette and | started com ng here
to eat the night before the article
got in the paper...and we found out
Sumadova gets better each tine we
cone here.

Katrina, Dan, and Mari o shake their heads "yes."

MALI K ( CONT' D)
On top of that...it's a fun place!

Susannah and Val entina point to each other.

MALI K ( CONT' D)
That's why |'mready to give this
fun place five stars out of fivel

ANJANETTE
Me, too!

Sumadova breaks out in pandenoni um
Val entina, Susannah, Paul, and Alisa high-five each other.

When the cheering subsides, Mlik hands the m ke back to
Anj anette.

ANJANETTE ( CONT' D)
(into m ke)
So...Mlik and I hope you'll tel
all your friends about Sumadova!

The cl appi ng resunes...and Taryn junps fromher seat to
gesture her agreenent with Anjanette and Mali k.
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EXT. SUMADOVA - DAY
A md-July afternoon...CUSTOVERS fill the outdoor seating!

Boris, Brad, Craig, Eli, Mi-Ling, Oksana, Susy, and Taryn
eat and gab outdoors. Val entina and Susannah | ook after the
ei ght of '"em

On Eli's plate: One of his crazy pizzas.

BRAD
(raising his glass)
Here's to the two Queens of
Fl i ppi ng.

Susannah and Val enti na eyeball each other in shock.
Crai g catches their expression.

CRAI G
Brad's telling the truth. Flipping
a commercial building al ways beats
flipping a house.

BRAD
Even if the famly that noved in is
happy with the house we fli pped.
(to his fell ow eaters)
C non! Let's raise those nugs!

Brad's seated col | eagues rai se their glasses, too.
A mass clicking of glasses ensues.

SUSANNAH
Uh. ..t hanks, everybody.

VALENTI NA
You shoul d check out the insides.

SUSY
We did! That's why we're out here!

ELI
(through his bites)
It's wall-to-wall peopl e!

The ei ght eaters appl aud.
MEI - LI NG

Susannah...Valentina...we're very
proud of you



Oksana and Boris hold hands.

BORI S
W are, too. Proud of you two and
your restaurant.

OKSANA
And you've nmade it succeed w thout
changing its nane.

Mei - Li ng chuckl es.

VALENTI NA
After that review hit the paper,
Susannah and I and the rest of the
staff had to roll up our sleeves
and do sonet hi ng.

Taryn takes a bite, then smles.
VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
Especially with our houses on the
l'ine.

Susannah nods at Val enti na.

SUSANNAH
So...hows it feel to be a spy?
VALENTI NA
Vell...1"mnot in Uncle MVl addy's

| eague...but that's all right.
Sone of the eaters |augh.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
I'"'mnore into fine arts than the
art of spying.

The custoner | aughs kick back in.

BORI S
Val entina...when your mama and |
get back to Provo, we nmake sure the
whol e city knows.

Val entina gi ves Susannah an inpish grin.

VALENTI NA
Remenber how, when Shakey's opened
a second pizza parlor, it was in
anot her state?

104.
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SUSANNAH
Tell you what: Let's grow this one
first before we tal k about starting
a Sumadova Nunber Two.

Wil e Val entina nods, Taryn rises...and salutes Sunadova's
two founders!

Susannah's nmouth flies open.

TARYN
You both deserve it.

Oksana and Boris appl aud.

TARYN ( CONT' D)
Sumadova has nmade a | ot of strides
t hese | ast six nonths.

Crai g and Brad nod.

TARYN ( CONT' D)
You' ve got the nost inproved
restaurant in the Sacranmento area.

Now al | eight clap away...and turn the whole thing into a
st andi ng ovati on.

When the ovati on di es down:

SUSANNAH
Thi nk how nuch nore we coul d do
when we figure out what to do with
the drive-thru w ndow.

VALENTI NA
Don't sweat it, Susannah. W'l
figure it out in tine.

SUSANNAH
Ve will.

TARYN
| can't help but say it...

Ei ght een eyes gaze at Taryn in earnest.
TARYN ( CONT' D)
Susannah. .. Val enti na...thank you
for your service.

Cust oner appl ause rings out again.
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SUSANNAH
You' re wel cone, Taryn...but which
ki nd of service?

TARYN

Not just the mlitary kind, but the
rest aurant ki nd, too!

CRAI G
YEAH!

Craig jogs over to Susannah. Both ki ss.
Val entina gives Taryn a perpl exed | ook
VALENTI NA
That's funny...| never, ever served
inthe mlitary.

Boris and Oksana nod at each ot her.

VALENTI NA ( CONT' D)
No good at stealing secrets.

FREEZE FRAME as the gang busts out in [aughter.

FADE QOUT.
THE END



