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FADE | N:

EXT. CENTRAL HI GH SCHOOL/ COLLEGE OF THE CI TY OF DETRO T - DAY
SUPER: DETRO T, M, 9-4-1924

It's a | arge, Romanesque, four-story buil ding.

Books and all, CCD students CYNTH A HARMON (20, determ ned,

poi sed) and JOSI AH VEEAR (20, supportive; say "WEER') join
OTHER CCD ENROLLEES in filing out of the buil ding.

GROUPS OF HI GH SCHOOL STUDENTS wal k or jog out of the place
on this warm sonewhat-m sty Thursday.

Josi ah breathes a sigh of relief.

JOSI AH
Cynthia, | can't wait "til Central
High finally gets its own
bui I di ng...and CCD can have this
building all to itself.

CYNTHI A
But we'll have graduated from here
by the time Central gets its own

bui I di ng.

Cynthia and Josiah stop in their tracks...only to nove out of
the way of STILL OTHER STUDENTS.

MAI'N TI TLES APPEAR OVER ACTI ON.

JOSI AH
It's just that things have gotten
t oo crowded on canpus

CYNTHI A
|'"ve gotta admt you're right,
Josi ah.

EXT. CASS AVENUE - DAY

Josiah and Cynthia slowtheir walk to a | eisurely pace while
a few cars tool down the street.

JOSI AH
Don't you have to get hone?

Cynthia's nod is sl ow



CYNTHI A
| sure wish | didn't have to...
mean, |'d rather walk into a room

filled with mustard gas than cone
hone and face Aunt Johnanne.

JOSI AH
Oh. .. her.

CYNTHI A
Yeah, Josi ah. Her.

Josi ah shakes his head up and down.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Aunt Johnanne nmakes the w cked
stepnmother in "Cinderella" | ook
like the Virgin Mry.

JOSI AH
Huh. . . huh?

CYNTHI A
O sonebody |ike that.

Now Josi ah nods in sl ow notion.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Ever since ny parents died two
years ago in that freak accident at
the Tinken Detroit factory and Aunt
Johnanne adopted ne, she's treated
me |ike her personal naid.

Cynthia shifts her books around for confort.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
If 1'd ve known | was gonna be the
famly maid, | would ve had her buy
me a maid's uniform..no, she
woul d' ve had nme buy it nyself.

EXT. WOODBURYS HOUSE - DAY

This one's a boxy, new | ooking two-story house in the Mtor
City's Dexter Linwood area.

JOHNANNE WOODBURY (41, cagey, cutthroat, jealous) and her
ol dest daughter CARRIE (20, bashful) reach the house's front
stairs at the sane tine.



J OHNANNE
Carrie, it's your turn to open the
door. | did it yesterday.

CARRI E
Oh, all right, M.

Carrie fishes through her purse and dredges up her copy of
t he house key.

I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLCR - DAY

Wi | e Johnanne bursts through the door to this heavily-
furni shed space, Carrie saunters in.

Johnanne cri nges.

J OHNANNE
Where's Cynt hi a?

CARRI E
She's on her way hone from cl asses.

J OHNANNE
Hph.

Johnanne brushes pillows off a sofa and sits down there.

CARRI E
Ma...Cynthia's a junior at the
College of the City of Detroit. She
just got offered a nusic
schol ar shi p.

Johnanne grow s.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
Until last year, it was Detroit
Juni or College. But now, it's a
four-year school. And Cynthia was
one of the first to get a nusic
scholarship to stay at CCD.

Carrie watches her nother notion her into a seat on the sofa.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
(sitting down)
She's a better nusician than al
four of us.

J OHNANNE
Hph.



CARRI E
Conbi ned.

J OHNANNE
You're telling stories.

CARRI E
No, "mnot, Ma. In fact, Cynthia's
| ooki ng to break into vaudeville.

Johnanne gestures her disbelief.

Carrie's sisters, books in hands, burst through the parlor
door: DAISY (16, |evel headed, a peacenaker) and EADW NA (15,
stagestruck, a go-getter).

Johnanne junps from her seat and points at Eadw na and Dai sy.

J OHNANNE
Did you two hear what your ol dest
sister said about Cynthia?

EADW NA
No, M.

Dai sy gravitates toward the famly piano...a 1900-24 upright.

DAl SY
(sits down at piano)
What did Carrie say about Cynthia?

J CHNANNE
That she's...Cynthia's...a better
nusi ci an than the four of us in
this room

Dead silence...for a few seconds.

DAl SY
Carrie's right.

J OHNANNE
Dai sy Mae Whodbury, have you been
drinking the suds agai n?

DAl SY
Ma, you know I don't drink!

J OHNANNE
| mean your own bath water

Eadwi na bursts into laughter...but Carrie, Daisy, and
Johnanne stare her into silence.



EXT. HARRI SON STREET - DAY
Cynt hia and Josi ah wal k on until they reach:
EXT. HARRI SON STREET PUB - DAY

The two CCD students stroll toward a small, |engthy, two-
story building marked by a circul ar entrance.

The pub adds spark to its residential nei ghborhood.

Once the door opens frominside, Josiah holds it for Cynthia,
who nods with a smle.

I NT. HARRI SON STREET PUB BARROOM - DAY

The twosone anbl e inside a space that features an enornously-
| ong bar (plus, across the aisle, tables for foursones).

A built-in bench rests on a wall near the front entrance.

Cynthia's and Josiah's arrival triggers cheers fromthe
pl ace's owner, TOM "W NKY" HEI LEMANN (42, jovial), who cleans
gl asses from behind the bar.

Three CCD enroll ees show elation froma table: RUTH NALLIN
(20, White), ELMER SCHULTE (19, Wiite), and NARVIN RAY
MCKI NLEY (21, resourceful, Black). Al three nurse Cokes.

W NKY
(to Cynthia and Josi ah)
Wl come back, you two! d ad you
could make it!

CYNTHI A
Thanks, W nky!

JOSI AH
That goes doubl e.

W NKY
What can | get you two?

Wil e Josiah joins Elmer, Narvin Ray, and Ruth at their
table, Cynthia starts for an 1880-1909 upright piano at the
back of the barroom

CYNTHI A
(al ong the way)
Not hi ng for ne yet. Right now, I
j ust wanna bang out sone tunes |'ve
witten.



Cynthia's four classmates appl aud.

ELVMER
Speaki ng of tunes, Cynthia...you
oughta perform'em at the
Ci nderella Theater.

Cynthia sets her books on top of the piano, then takes a seat
at the instrunment's stool.

CYNTHI A
That new place way out on East
Jefferson Avenue?

RUTH
(noddi ng)
Opened up back in January.

W nky, Narvin Ray, Ruth, Josiah, and El ner watch Cynthia pul
out a not ebook. Johnanne's niece extracts sonme sheet nusic
fromthe notebook and spreads it out on the nusic rack.

NARVI N RAY
Yeah, Ruth. They're having a tal ent
show at the Cinderella this
Hal | oneen. ..l ast Friday in Cctober.

JOSI AH
And Cynthia, you won't have to
dress up like a punpkin.

Josiah's fellow students | augh.

CYNTHI A
Anyway. ..|'ve been thinking a | ot
about nmy ma and pa...and |'ve been
working on a little song about 'em

Cynthia wallops out five or six introductory bars...then an
arpeggi o. The piano's honky-tonky sound brings a smle to
Josiah's, Narvin Ray's, and her faces.

Now she sl ows the nusic down to set up the first verse.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)

(singing, too)
Edward and El eanor were
| overs./ They met at the ol' axle
pl ant./ They nade quite a team
stanpin' out the gears./They had
t he bi ggest |ove a twosone coul d
have.



At the bar, a delighted Wnky pours cola into two gl asses. He
hands one gl ass to Josiah and the other to Cynthia.

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

Eadwi na, Daisy, Carrie, and a livid Johnanne lift canned
goods froma shelf in this cozy, well-furnished spot.

J OHNANNE
Thi s oughta be Cynthia's job.

Johnanne slans a can to the kitchen table.

CARRI E
Ma...we can do it, too.

Johnanne' s daughters place their canned itens onto the table
while Carrie absorbs a withering | ook from Johnanne.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
Just...this once.

EADW NA
Carrie...are you out of your m nd?

CARRI E
No, Eadw na. No.

Eadwi na drapes an arm around Carrie's shoul ders.

EADW NA
But thi nk about how- -

CARRI E
No. ..you think about this: You or
Dai sy or | mght get married
someday.

Dai sy and Johnanne race to a kitchen cabinet.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
And even if we don't, being able to
cook is a basic survival skill.

M ddl e daughter holds nother at armis |ength...Eadw na
renmoves her armfrom Carrie's shoul ders.

DAl SY
Al | ow ne.

Dai sy takes a can opener froma cabinet drawer...Carrie grabs
sauce pans from another drawer in the cabinet.



CARRI E
Eadwi na...we're gonna have to | earn
how t o cook.

Dai sy opens a can and enpties its contents into a pan, then
puts the pan on the range. Her sisters and their ma foll ow
ri ght al ong.

J OHNANNE
(pointing at Daisy)
Let ne ask you sonething: Wo's the
not her in this house?
Carrie, Eadwi na, and Daisy sit at the kitchen table.

DAl SY
You are.

Eadwi na and Carrie shake their heads "yes."
DAl SY ( CONT' D)
I was afraid you were gonna grab a
knife instead of a can opener.
Johnanne stares in anger at Daisy.
I NT. HARRI SON STREET PUB BARROOM - NI GHT
I T"S NOW A PACKED HOUSE!

Cynthia continues to put on quite a show at the barroonis old
upright...whose nusic rack has now been renoved.

She treats the patrons to a rollicking, self-witten rag.

Most of the new custoners are CCD students; nost drink Cokes
or what passes for beer or what masquerades as whi skey.

Ruth and Elnmer turn to Narvin Ray.

RUTH
Narvin Ray...Elmer and | can't wait
"til we get to be your age.

ELMER
So we can drink whiskey.

RUTH
O beer.



NARVI N RAY
You nean to tell me you wanna drink
that crap that's been thrown at us
t hese | ast four years and ei ght
nont hs...instead of the real thing?

A chuckl ing Josiah eyeballs El mer and Ruth.

JOSI AH
He's got a point.

Now Cynt hia brings her rag down the hone stretch...and at the
bar, A MAN (60s) nurses a fake beer while talking with Wnky.

MAN
Who's that on the piano? She's
playin" |ike she's about to go to a
firel!

W NKY

Cynt hia Harnon. She goes to the
(poi nting eastward)

Coll ege of the City of

Detroit...she's a nusic student.

MAN
I wish she'd cone to the Ci nderella
Theat er.

Wnky's nod is enthusiastic.

MAN ( CONT' D)
She' d burn that place up!
W NKY
Let ne get you another. .. al nost

beer .

The man with the fake beer shakes his head up and down while
Cynthia waps up her ragtine contribution.

When strong appl ause breaks out, Cynthia bows and bows before
she takes a sip of Coke.

CYNTHI A
Thanks so much, everybody!
JOSI AH
(to Cynthia)

What was that tune you just got
t hr ough pl ayi ng cal | ed?

Cynthi a takes another sip, then turns to Josi ah.



10.

CYNTHI A
Vll...l think 1"l call it "The
G ass Slipper Rag.”

Appl ause rings out again. Wen it dies down:

NARVI N RAY
You know, Cynthia...l know a man
who knows a man who knows a nman who
knows Eubi e Bl ake.

Cynthia's eyes light up.

NARVI N RAY ( CONT' D)
Somebody big oughta tell the world
about you.

ELVMER
(standi ng up)
["lIl drink to that!

O her custoners click their glasses...El nmer downs the rest of
hi s Coke.

CYNTHI A
By the way...l think I'll enter
t hat tal ent show next nonth.

ELVER
"Il drink to that!

But Elnmer realizes his glass is enpty.
I NT. WOODBURYS' KITCHEN - NI GHT

Wth dinner out of the way, Johnanne finishes putting the
di shes away; Eadwi na, Daisy, and Carrie (she holds a dish
cloth) stand behind her.

J OHNANNE
Sit down, you three.

Johnanne's daughters gravitate to the kitchen table while
Johnanne herself goes to another kitchen drawer...to pull out
a deck of playing cards.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
(sits down at table)
W' re gonna play poker.

DAl SY
Not agai n!



11.

CARRI E
Yeah, Ma...you always w n.

JOHNANNE
You' ve just gotta concentrate.

Eadwi na nods...but draws cross |ooks fromCarrie and Dai sy.

EADW NA
W mght as well play poker
t oni ght .
(eyebal I'i ng Dai sy)
It's the only way you and | are
gonna get an al |l owance.

Carrie flings that dish cloth toward the sink...and earns a
wi t hering | ook from Johnanne.

Al'l four now take seats.

At the kitchen tabl e-cum poker table, Johnanne, Eadw na,
Dai sy, and Carrie stare at their cards (when not |ooking at
the stack of noney in the mddle).

Now a sly | ook crosses Johnanne's face.

J OHNANNE
Be right back

Johnanne grabs her cards and | eaves the table.

Cynthia's aunt returns with a box of cigars (mybe Wiite OM s
or Wn Penns) in one hand and her cards in the other hand.

Al'l four poker players are seated.
JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)

(sets her cards down)
Everybody grab a cigar.

CARRI E
You' ve gotta be ki dding.
DAI SY
Ma, I"monly sixteen! And Eadw na's

only fifteen!
Johnanne pl aces the cigar box on the table.
J OHNANNE

You know how old | was when
started snoking?



12.

CARRI E
Ma...l don't wanna know.

J OHNANNE
Twel ve.

EADW NA
That's how old | was when | started
snoki ng!
Carrie and Daisy stare at a grinning Eadw na.
LATER

As the poker gane continues tight, Johnanne and Eadw na puff
away on their cigars as if Mark Twain or Amy Lowel |.

J OHNANNE
That's it!

Johnanne throws a dollar into the pot.

Dai sy and a coughing Carrie struggle with their own stogies.

DAI SY
Yuck!

CARRI E
I'"ve had it!

Carrie puts her cigar in an ashtray, then bolts out of her
seat to grab a glass fromthe cupboard.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
I wish this glass were the size of
Lake Superi or!
Dai sy places her own cigar in the sane ashtray.

EADW NA
Carrie...grab your cards!

The ol dest Whodbury daughter fills her glass with tap water.

CARRI E
But 1've got a | osing hand!

Carrie lets out one nore cough before she sips from her
gl ass...just when THE FRONT DOOR OPENS O S.

Cynthia arrives hone...and reaches the kitchen.



13.

She notices the Wodburys' snoke-filled poker
exhi bition...and heads out the front door again.

CYNTHI A
(shakes her head "no")
"' mouta here.

J OHNANNE
Cynthi a Mae Harnon, you get back in
this house! Right now

Cynthia shrugs on her way up the stairs.

CYNTHI A
I will, Aunt Johnanne...but |'ve
homewor k to do!

J OHNANNE
You' re telling the truth! Put your
damm books down and grab a broom

Johnanne gains stares from her biol ogi cal daughters while
Cynthia jogs up the stairs with her books.

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

I NT. CYNTHI A'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Cynthia sets her books on her bed in this nodestly-furnished
space. She sprints out of there and goes to:

| NT. WOODBURYS' KITCHEN - NI GHT

Wiile Carrie, Daisy, and Eadwi na TEAM UP O S. ON PI ANO
Cynthia sweeps the floor, cleans the table, and enpties the
ashtray(s)...while shaking her head sideways.

I NT. CARRI E' S/ DAl SY' S/ EADW NA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

In this cranped-but-I|avishly-adorned roomthat features bunk
beds and a third bed, Cynthia sweeps away.

On Eadwi na's and Dai sy's bunk-bed side, Cynthia...shakes the
former's cigar butts froman ashtray into a wastebasket!

I NT. JOHNANNE' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Cynt hi a sweeps the best-|ooking bedroomin the house...and
rids its ashtray of cigar butts.

I NT. WOODBURYS' BATHROOM - NI GHT

Now Cynt hia polishes the mrror before she cleans the toilet.



14.

I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - NI GHT

Wi | e her daughters continue to pound the ivories, Johnanne
listens fromher favorite chair and puffs another stogie.

Cynthia listens, too...and flashes a "sure wish | could help
nmy cousi ns" | ook.

Johnanne's ni ece settles for feeding the fam |y gol dfish.
I NT. CYNTH A" S BEDROOM - NI GHT

She sweeps her own space.

EXT. WOODBURYS' HOUSE - NI GHT

Cynthia enpties the contents of all the wastebaskets into a
trash barrel.

END MONTAGE

I NT. CYNTHI A'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

An exhausted Cynthia grabs her alarmclock and finds it reads
10: 00 PM..too |l ate for honmeworKk.

She sets her books on her desk, then grabs her pajanmas froma
chest of drawers.

EXT. CENTRAL HI GH SCHOOL/ COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF DETRO T - DAY

Josiah and a gl um | ooking Cynthia (books and all) saunter
toward the building on this nippy Friday norning.

JOSI AH
You | ook |ike you' re the one who
| ost the battle to get Anmerica to
join the League of Nati ons.

CYNTHI A
| sure could' ve used their help
after I got home | ast night.

The twosone reach the front door
CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Aunt Johnanne made ne do chores al
ni ght long after I got hone.
Josi ah holds the front door for Cynthia.

JOSI AH
What tinme'd you get done?



15.

CYNTHI A
Ten.

She goes inside first...he foll ows.
I NT. CENTRAL HI GH/ CCD FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY

Cynthia notices a flyer on the bulletin board: "TALENT SHOW
FRI DAY, OCTOBER 31, 7:30 PM AT THE Cl NDERELLA THEATER, 13305-
09 E. JEFFERSON AVE."

In smaller letters: "YOU DON T HAVE TO DRESS UP LI KE A
PUWPKI N. .. OR WTCH. .. OR DRACULA. JUST BRI NG YOUR TALENT. "

She turns to Josi ah.

CYNTHI A
That's the show Narvin Ray MKinl ey
was tal ki ng about [ast night.

Cynt hi a reads on.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Says here that first prize is ten
dollars, a silver cup, and...a
weekend engagenent at the
Ci nderella Theater itself!

JOSI AH
Cynthia...tell me you still wanna
enter.

CYNTHI A

(pointing to Josiah)
| intend to win it hands down.

Cynt hia and Josi ah hug...while GROUPS OF OTHER STUDENTS pour
into the hall way.

I NT. CENTRAL H G+ CCD AUDI TORI UM - DAY

Cynthia struggles with a rather tricky, rather demandi ng
cl assical piece on a grand piano onstage in this cavernous,
form dabl e space.

TEN OTHER CCD STUDENTS (all nmale) join with the instructor
LOU S AZNAVOUR (40s), as they stand around the piano.

Louis gestures Cynthia into a halt to her nusic.
LOUI S

More forceful, M ss Harnon! More
f or cef ul



16.

Cynthia rests her hands on her | ap.

CYNTH A
I"mtrying nmy best, M. Aznavour.

A few of Cynthia's classmates |augh.
Loui s cones over to Cynthia' s side.

LOU S
| worry so nmuch about you this
nor ni ng. You've played better than
this...are you all right?

CYNTHI A
Vll, it didn't help that nmy Aunt
Johnanne piled a ton of chores on
me as soon as | got hone.

LQU S
From ..

Cynthia | ooks at the other students, then at Louis.

CYNTHI A
The Harrison Street Pub.

Louis' face freezes...until CLINT HUSING (19) eyeballs him

CLI NT
Hey, 1've been there. And |'ve seen
Cynt hi a- -

LOU S
VHAT?

CLI NT

| didn't go there to drink, M. A
I went there to hear Cynthia--

LOU S
(pointing at dint)
M. Husing, you skate on thin ice!

A few students |augh...but Louis wheels around to gesture the
| aughers into silence.

CYNTHI A
| go there because they' ve got a
swel |l old upright there.

Louis' nod is slow
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CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
The action in that old upright's
just like the one at hone...nice
and easy.

Cynthia tries that troubl esone piece again...for a staff.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
My si xteen-year-old cousin...the
wei ghtlifter...wuld Iove this
pi ano here.

CLI NT
He woul d, Cynthi a?

CYNTHI A
She

(pl ays an arpeggi 0)
Cousin Daisy lifts weights 'cause
she found out it hel ps her own
pi ano pl ayi ng.

Students stare at each other in shock...Louis eyeballs
Cynthia in his own brand of consternation.

LOU S
M ss Harnon. .. perhaps you shoul d
al so make with the barbells and
dunbbel | s.

A smling Cynthia puts the piano through a glissando.

EXT. FI RST NATI ONAL BUI LDI NG - DAY

PEDESTRI ANS hurry inside this twenty-six-story downtown icon
I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE THE JOHNSON AGENCY - DAY

Johnanne puts a death grip on her purse as she hurries toward
a door whose handpai nted sign reads: "THE JOHANSON AGENCY."

Wth one hand on her purse, she nuscles the door open with
her ot her hand.

I NT. JOHNSON AGENCY LOBBY - DAY

Receptionist Carrie types away behind her desk in this plush,
wel | - furni shed space...where THREE PEOPLE (one a man who
totes a tronbone case) doze off in wooden chairs.

Carrie and the sleepers snap to attenti on when Johnanne
bursts into the | obby.
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CARRI E
Ma...you left with three other
agents and Jerone.

Johnanne |unges toward Carrie's desk.

J OHNANNE
That's right.
CARRI E
What happened?
J OHNANNE
Now you know t hey can't keep up

with ne.
Carri e shakes her head "yes" in a tired manner.

CARRI E
Em!|'s here...and he wants to
audition for you.

EML FILIPSKI (30s), the man with the tronbone case, waves at
Johnanne. He junps out of his seat.

J OHNANNE
You're EmI?
EM L
Vell, I"msure not Ty Cobb.

Johnanne's face lights up.

J OHNANNE
Come with ne.

Em | follows Johnanne out of the | obby.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
And you better nake that horn talk.

I NT. JOHNANNE' S OFFI CE - DAY

In this sparsely-adorned office, a seated Johnanne props her
feet against her desk while Em| remains erect.

J OHNANNE
Like | said...you better nake that
horn tal k.
Em | opens his tronbone case and yanks out...an iron torch!

Johnanne al nost falls out of her seat.
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EM L

Johnanne, |'m not a nusi ci an.
J OHNANNE

I'I'l be a damm- -
EM L

I'"'ma fire eater.

J CHNANNE
You want fire...you got fire!

Now Johnanne pulls a big cigar out of a box and dredges her
l'ighter from her purse.

She fires up the torch and the stogie at the sane tine.

EM L
You see, ma'am | heard about this
tal ent show they' re gonna have at
the Cinderella Theater this
Hal | oween.

J OHNANNE
AND YOU DIDN T EVEN TELL ME?

Em| can't answer.
He's launched his fire-eating act.
I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - DAY

Eadwi na, Cynthia, and Carrie watch Daisy, who sits at the old
upright, work with hand wei ghts.

EADW NA
(to Cynthia)
What are you doi ng here?

CYNTHI A
I thought that if I worked with
hand wei ghts, it would help nmny own

pl ayi ng.
A huge smile fornms on Daisy's face.

DAl SY
Be nmy guest.

Dai sy passes one hand weight to Cynthia, who follows al ong
with Daisy...who continues on with the other weight.



20.

DAl SY ( CONT' D)
And besides...all four of us are
famly.

CYNTHI A
Thanks so much, Dai sy.

CARRI E
Wuldn't it be keen if all four of
us coul d get together and work
t oget her - -

Eadwi na charges toward Carrie until they're face to face.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
It was just a thought, Eadw na.

The front door bursts open...and reveal s Johnanne, who enters
with a shopping bag that bulges with sheet nusic.

J OHNANNE
Cynthia, get in the kitchen

A shruggi ng Cynthia hands that hand wei ght back to Dai sy, who
resunes her two-wei ght workout.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Now

Cynt hia scanpers off to the kitchen as Johnanne tosses the
shoppi ng bag onto a coffee table. Sonme nusic sheets fall out
of the bag and onto the table.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Carrie...Daisy...Eadw na...you' ve
got work to do before dinner.

DAl SY
(heads for Kkitchen)
You know, | wouldn't m nd hel ping
Cynt hi a out - -

J OHNANNE
Not that ki nda wor k!

Johnanne gestures Dai sy back to the parlor.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
I found out froma fire eater at
t he agency this afternoon that
there's gonna be a talent show this
Hal | oneen at the Cinderella
Theat er.



Three young heads nod.
JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Any of you three know anyt hi ng
about it?
Dai sy and Carrie shake their heads "no."

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

21.

Cynt hi a shakes her head up and down while she puts spaghetti
into a boiling pan...and overhears the parlor conversation.

| NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - DAY
Johnanne zeroes in on Eadw na.

EADW NA

Ma...l saw a flyer on the bulletin

board at school

J OHNANNE
Wiy didn't you tell me?

EADW NA
I...1 wasn't ready.

J OHNANNE
Don't gi mre that!

EADW NA

I wasn't ready to enter...a talent

show

J OHNANNE

Don't you dare ginme that, Eadw na
Mari e Whodbury! The way you pl ay
pi ano and tronbone, you're ready!

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

A grinning Cynthia grabs canned goods from a cupboard.

I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLCR - DAY

Johnanne points to the sheet nusic on the coffee table,
gestures her three daughters toward the coffee table.

J OHNANNE
You three are gonna | earn sone
songs for the talent show this
Hal | oneen. And you're gonna w n
t hat thing!

t hen
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Eadwi na, Daisy, and Carrie browse the sheet nusic.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Hands down!

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY
Cynt hi a chuckl es as she opens a can of corn.

CYNTHI A
(pours corn into pan)
I wi sh Aunt Johnanne would let ne
hel p t hem

She sets the nowfull pan on the stove.
I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - DAY

Johnanne smrks while she watches Dai sy, Eadwi na, and Carrie
exam ne that sheet nusic.

J OHNANNE
There's a copy for each of you.

Dai sy's eyes sparkl e.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Anot her thing: | found you the song
that's sweeping the country.

Dai sy holds up her copy of "It Had to Be You."

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
That's the one I'mtal ki ng about.

DAl SY
Ma, | love this song...especially
the way | sham Jones and Hi s
O chestra do it.

J OHNANNE
I"mglad you like it. You three are
gonna learn it...up and down, |eft
to right, side by side, forward and
backwar ds.

EADW NA
Don't worry, Ma. W will!

Carrie and Dai sy shake their heads in the affirmative.

J OHNANNE
You better!
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But Carrie cringes when she finds three copies of "Sleep."
She grabs her own "Sl eep” copy and holds it for all to see.

CARRI E
Hate to tell you this, Mu...but I
hate this song.

J OHNANNE
LEARN | T!

Eadwi na and Dai sy shrug as Carrie sets her "Sleep"” copy back
on the coffee table.

LATER

Cynthia jazzes up "Sleep" at the famly piano while Carrie,
Eadwi na, and Dai sy wat ch.

Dai sy and Carrie | ook inpressed...Eadw na's exasperat ed.

When Cynthia ends "Sleep” with a bang, Eadwi na strides over
to her.

EADW NA
Don't you have sone cleaning to do?

CYNTHI A
No, but |'ve got sone homewor k.

Cynthi a noves off the piano bench and goes toward her room

CARRI E

(appl audi ng)
G eat job of playing, Cynthial

CYNTHI A
(al ong the way)
Thanks so nuch, Carri e!

Wth the three Whodbury daughters now the parlor's only
occupants, Eadwi na noves in on Carrie, who grabs a ukelele.

EADW NA
Ma doesn't want us fraternizing
with the help.

DAl SY
Eadwi na. ..she's our cousin, not the
hel p!

CARRI E

And | really like the way she plays
"Sleep.”
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Carrie tunes her ukelele while she turns to Eadw na.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
Cynthia really has some good i deas--

Eadwi na and her ol dest sister now stand face to face.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)

Vell...l like to think so!

EADW NA
You want sone good ideas, Carrie?
Wait here!

And Eadwi na runs upstairs...she returns to the parlor with a
banjo in her hands.

EADW NA ( CONT' D)
Put that uke down and wap this
around you.

Carrie sets her ukelele aside and grabs the banjo.

EADW NA ( CONT' D)
A uke won't carry all the way to
the back rows at the G nderell a.
You' |l do better with that banjo.

CARRI E
(straps banjo on)
Okay. 1'Il give it a try.

EADW NA
Dai sy...go to the piano.

DAl SY
kay!

Wil e Daisy takes a seat at the fam |y upright, Eadw na
wrestles a tronbone out of a case.

Johnanne gravitates her way to the parlor.

EADW NA
| wote a real stonper...and it
oughta work with a banjo, a piano,
and a tronbone.

DAl SY
(to Eadw na)
Where'd you put it, Wnna?
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EADW NA
Open up the bench, you strong one,
you!

Dai sy junps off the piano bench and pulls three copies of
Eadwi na' s stonper fromthe bench. The famly weightlifter
hands a copy to each sister

Johnanne sets a nusic rack in front of Eadw na, then does the
sane for Carri e.

Each Wodbury sis sets the nusic in front of herself.

J OHNANNE
(sits on sofa)
What cha t hree got?

EADW NA
Something | wote
call ed..."Wodbury Stonp."

Johnanne rubs her hands in delight.

J OHNANNE
See? Cynthia ain't the only one in
this house who can wite a song!

A beam ng Eadwi na puts her tronbone together.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
She thinks she can do everything we
can do...only better

CARRI E
Ma. .. she can.

DAl SY
You've gotta admt she's a better
nmusi ci an than any of us.

J OHNANNE
That's a | oad of appl esauce!

Dai sy, Carrie, and Eadw na eyeball each other.
JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Wiy don't you three show her who's
really in the noney?

Eadwi na hol ds her tronbone with one hand and snaps the
fingers of her other hand for a nedi um downbeat .
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EADW NA
(to her sisters)
One! Two! One, two, three, four
Dai sy, Eadwi na, and Carrie |launch into Eadw na's stonper.

Johnanne |i kes what she hears...even if "Wodbury Stonp”
needs serious work.

EXT. CENTRAL HI GH SCHOOL/ COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF DETRO T - DAY

The rain beats down as Josiah and Cynthia stroll toward the
dual - purpose building on this second Monday i n Septenber.

The twosone share his unbrella.

In front of them CHS STUDENTS and THEI R CCD COUNTERPARTS
strain to get inside.

CYNTHI A
How re your classes com ng?
JOSI AH
Vell...not too bad. But that new

instructor they've got in donmestic
art's got ne between a rock and a
hard pl ace.

Josiah closes his unbrella...and the two i nseparables go
inside at |ast.

I NT. CENTRAL HI G/ CCD MJUSI C CLASSROOM - DAY

Wth lots of tinme left before class begins, Cynthia wal ks
into an enpty classroom..and sits right down at a pre-1924
upright piano at the front of the class.

She bats out the first verse of "California, Here I Cone."
Cint enters the roomby the tinme Cynthia reaches the chorus.

Hal fway through the song's chorus, Cynthia stops the nusic.

Johnanne's niece pulls out a sheet of nusic paper...and works
out a simlarly-paced tune.

CLI NT
Cynthia, why'd you stop?

CYNTHI A
| just wanted to cone up with ny
own take on "California, Here |
Cone. "
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Cint sits down al ongside Cynthia at the piano.

CLI NT
I know you're itching to get away
fromthat no-good aunt of yours.

CYNTHI A
(with a big smle)
Not only that...l keep thinking
about this saying ny ma used to

have.
Cynthia scribbles notes onto her sheet nusic.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
She used to notivate herself by
saying: "Slowy but surely, I'm
getting better each and every day."

Clint's nod is slow as the classroomfills with MORE STUDENTS
FROM CCD

CLI NT
You gonna use that at the tal ent
show next nonth?

CYNTHI A
If 1"'mnot, then we're not going to
college in a growing city in
M chi gan.

Now Cynthia tries out sonme nore notes.
CLI NT
Just one thing: Keep that song away
fromM. A

Loui s bounds into the room..and Cynthia hurries to put her
buddi ng tune away.

EXT. TH RD AVENUE BAR AND GRI LL - DAY

Here's a small, lengthy, two-story downtown buil di ng mar ked
by a bl ack-and-orange awni ng.

I NT. THI RD AVENUE BAR AND GRI LL BARROOM - DAY

Thi s space al so houses an enornously-long bar...as well as,
across the aisle, tables for foursones.

The barroom s half full of CUSTOVERS...nostly business types.
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Johnanne and fell ow agents CLYDE SPEARS (46), ABE KRUVHOLZ
(62), and SETH DONALDSON (45) sit, eat lunch, and nurse
drinks at one of those tables.

At a table in back of theirs: JEROVE JOHNSON (44), the man
who runs the Johnson Agency...and who, today, eats as if he's
got no tonorrow.

CLYDE
(eyebal Ii ng Jerone)
M. Johnson, you really nust be
hungry.

JEROVE
And not just hungry for acts.

Two or three agents | augh.

SETH
(takes a bite)
vwell, if it'll help, I'mtrying to
get Baby Peggy to cone to Detroit
to pronote her upcom ng picture.

Jeronme turns around to point at Seth.

JEROVE
You nean "The Fam |y Secret?"

SETH
Opens on the twenty-eighth of this
nmonth...and if things work out,
Baby Peggy should be here a week
| ater.

Abe, Cyde, and Jerone | ook inpressed.

Johnanne just stews.

ABE
Set h Donal dson, you shrewd son of a
gun- -

SETH

Thanks a bunch, Abe!
Seth and Abe click their gl asses.

J OHNANNE
That' s not hi ng!

Clyde and Jerone drop their forks while Johnanne sips away at
her dri nk.



ABE
So, Johnanne...who you tryin' to
| and? Buster Keaton? Doug
Fai r banks? Cl ara Bow?

J CHNANNE
Any Lowel | .

Four men stare in puzzlement at Johnanne.

CLYDE
Any Lowel|'s a poetess...not an
actress.

J CHNANNE
Poet !

Johnanne points at Clyde with her knife.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Poet! Poet! PCET!

CUSTOVERS AT THE BAR gaze at Johnanne.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)

Dam it, she's a poet!

(puts her knife down)
And she's ny favorite poet...okay,
person who wites poens.

(takes a bite)
And she and | both |ike the sane
brand of cigars.

Jerone and Seth go back to eating.

ABE
What cha gonna book her to?

J OHNANNE
O chestra Hall.

Cl yde breaks out in convul sive |aughter

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
Li sten, Cyde: She'll clear out the
Ci nderella Theater if | book her
t here.

CLYDE
You' re better off booking your
three kids into Ochestra Hall

29.
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SETH
Johnanne, maybe you' d better book
t hose kids of yours into the
Ci nderella Theater instead.

A huge grin decorates Johnanne's face.

JEROME
(through bites)
You guys...our agency's reputation
is at stake.

Jerone receives a withering | ook from Johnanne.
I NT. CENTRAL H G4/ CCD FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY

Josiah and Cynthia stroll toward the exit when Dai sy,
Eadwi na, and A FEW OTHER CHS ENROLLEES spot them

Al'l tote school books...Daisy and Josiah tote their unbrell as.

CYNTHI A
Don't worry, Eadw na and Dai sy.
"Il be honme as soon as possi bl e.
Got schoolwork to polish up

DAl SY
(noddi ng at Cynthi a)
It's all right. Take your tine.
Eadwi na stares in anger at Daisy.

EADW NA
No, it's not all right!

Dai sy and Eadw na watch Cynthia and Josi ah | eave the
conbi nati on high school/col | ege.

DAI SY
Eadwi na...Cynthia's in coll ege.
EADW NA
So?
DAI SY
Col | ege has nore honework than high
school

The two youngest Wyodburys stroll toward the exit.
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DAl SY ( CONT' D)
For sone people, college is the
next step on the road to being on
your own.

EADW NA
Carrie didn't need coll ege.

Dai sy opens the door for Eadw na...but A FEW OTHER STUDENTS
beat Eadwi na to the exit.

At | ast, Eadwi na catches up to Dai sy.
EXT. CENTRAL H GH SCHOOL/ COLLEGE OF THE CI TY OF DETRO T - DAY
Dai sy and her cigar-loving sister walk on in the rain.

DAl SY
(opens her unbrella)
Thi nk how much better a nusician
Carrie would be if Ma hadn't put
her foot down and nmade Carrie go
wor k at the Johnson Agency as a
receptionist.

EADW NA
At least Carrie's bringing noney
hone.

DAl SY

And she's gotta hide it from M.
EXT. HARRI SON STREET PUB - DAY
Josi ah holds the front door for Cynthia; he closes his
unbrella and follows her into the watering hole. (Both
continue to tote their books.)
JOSI AH

That instructor in donestic art's
gonna be the bee's knees after all.

Cynt hi a nods.

I NT. HARRI SON STREET PUB BARROOM - DAY

Cynthia and Josiah wal k inside...and receive cheers from
Cint, Elmer, Narvin Ray, and Ruth (who sit at a table for
f our somes) .

W nky washes an enpty glass...but sets it aside to clap for
Johnanne' s ni ece.
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W NKY
Hey, Cynthia! dad you're back to
liven this place up
OTHER CUSTQOVMERS bring the pub to one-fourth capacity.

CYNTHI A
Thanks, W nky!

Josiah and Cynthia sit down at a table in back of the one
t heir CCD buddi es occupy.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Been waiting all day to conme back
here.

NARVI N RAY
That nmkes seven of us.

Narvin Ray points to hinself and his six fellow coll egi ans.
LATER

THE PLACE |I'S NOW FULL OF CUSTOMERS

Most of the newconers drink bogus beer or fake

whi skey...dint, Cynthia, El ner, Josiah, Narvin Ray, and Ruth
eat pizza and sip Cokes.

Josi ah breaks out a notebook (maybe a Big Chief tablet) and a

pencil...to sketch the Harrison Street Pub crowd.
RUTH
Josi ah, 1've never seen you bring
your sketch pad in here before.
JOSI AH
Wll, I've got a reason now.
ELMER

(through bites of pizza)
Woul dn't bringing a Browni e canera
in here and just snapping a picture
get the job done faster?

CLI NT
Tell you what, Elnmer: You bring
that Browni e canera in here next
tine.

ELVMER
|'"ve gotta buy one first!
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El ner's tabl emates bust out in |aughs.
Cynthia rises fromher seat.

NARVI N RAY
(to Cynthia)
How s that G nderella Theater act
of yours com ng?

CYNTHI A
Narvin Ray, we're about to find
out .

And Cynthia strides over to that 1880-1909 upright piano.

When she sits down and hits the opening chords to
"Charleston,"” the pub expl odes in appl ause.

Between the song's first verse and the tune's chorus, Cynthia
flashes a huge grin...and junps off the piano stool to
attenpt to do the Charleston while she continues to play.

Josiah turns to a clean sheet of paper...to capture Cynthia
in her dual role.

When Cynthia's turn as a piano-playing hoofer heats up, the
crowd' s appl ause ki cks back in.

El mer hoists his glass as he turns to Ruth and Narvin Ray.

ELVER
You know ne. ..

Hi s tabl e buddi es watch El ner down his col a.

I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - DAY

In a suit, slacks, and bow tie, Eadwina sits at the famly

pi ano. ..where she scribbles out a George Gershwi n-Ilike tune
and snokes a cigar.

Carrie and Daisy walk into the parlor...only to | ook puzzl ed.

CARRI E
Vell, if that doesn't beat all.

Eadwi na turns around to | ook at her two sisters.

EADW NA
| figured: "If I'"mgonna wite |ike
George CGershwin...|l need to | ook

like him™"
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CARRI E
Uh. . . huh.

EADW NA
And we still need sone material for
next nonth's talent show. ..in case
the stuff Ma bought us doesn't
wor K.

DAl SY

(with a sl ow nod)
Wnna...what you're witing does
sound pretty good.

EADW NA
W' ve all heard of "Rhapsody in
Bl ue. "

Dai sy and Carrie shake their heads "yes" while Eadw na takes
a long puff.

EADW NA ( CONT' D)
Vell, I"'mcalling ny
nunber..."Adagio in Red."

CARRI E
Oh. . . kay.
EADW NA
Don't worry, Carrie. | know an

adagi o is a slow nunber.

Carrie | eads Daisy into the kitchen...but Eadw na (cigar and
all) runs after them

EADW NA ( CONT' D)
Conme on, you two! Have | ever
failed you?

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

Dai sy and Carrie sip a glass of water each as Eadw na WORKS
O S. on "Adagio in Red."

CARRI E
| still can't get over Eadw na
acting |like CGeorge Gershw n.

DAl SY
I know George Gershwin is one of
t he best conposers around
today...but what in the world' s he
got against lollipops?
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Eadwi na's two sisters chuckl e.
I NT. JOHNANNE' S OFFI CE - DAY
In her seat at her desk, Johnanne props her feet up while

SADI E MCGONI GLE (25) and VI OLETTA COOPERMVAN (26) stand next
to the office's 1910-19 upright piano.

J OHNANNE
kay, you two. G ve.

SADI E
Violetta and | work downstairs at
t he bank.

VI CLETTA

Sadie and | are secretaries.
Johnanne shakes her head "yes."

SADI E
When the rest of the staff at the
bank saw our act, they kept beggi ng
us to enter next nonth's tal ent
show at the Cinderella Theater.

VI CLETTA
On top of that, they asked us to
find an agent.

SADI E
And that's why we're here.

Sadi e and Violetta | ock arns.

J OHNANNE
So...what do you two do?
VI CLETTA
Sadie and | sing and play the
pi ano.
J OHNANNE
So do ny three daughters. And ny
ni ece.
SADI E
Vell, Ms. Wodbury...wait "til you
hear this.

Armin arm Violetta and Sadie stroll over to the piano, sit
down, and tickle out "School Days, Wen First W Met."



36.

The two bank enpl oyees play a treacly eight-bar, waltz-tinmed
intro, then add their own vocals:

SADI E, VI OLETTA
Parting brings a | ot of
t hi ngs, /Wi |l e sunshine of youth is
a bl aze.

SADI E
| recall the best of all--

VI CLETTA
The scenes of ny dear school days.

An arpeggio fromthe twosone brings the tune into the chorus.
Johnanne | ooks uni npressed.

SADI E
I met you in school days.

VI OLETTA
And | can never forget.

SADI E, VI OLETTA
We were kids together then--

SADI E
And parting was ny one regret.

SADI E, VI OLETTA
Though we've drifted through the
years- -

VI CLETTA
You're in my nenory yet.

SADI E
Oh, take nme back to chil dhood days- -

Violetta stops playing...only to break down in racking,
hysterical sobs.

An infuriated Johnanne and a bew |l dered Sadie (the latter
qui ts playing) eyeball Violetta.

VI OLETTA
(still in tears)
I"mso sorry...it's just that this

song al ways nakes ne puddl e up..

Sadi e tries her best to consol e her buddy.
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J OHNANNE

Don't you two know any "up" tunes?
SADI E

We do...but they're just not as

fun.

Johnanne junps out of her seat...Sadie and Violetta renove
t hensel ves fromthe piano bench

J OHNANNE
You two bring nme an "up" tune...and
["lIl represent you two.

Violetta and Sadi e saunter away fromthe office.

SADI E
kay.

VI OLETTA

(dryi ng her eyes)
Thank you for the opportunity.

Sadi e shuts the door when she and Violetta | eave the room

Johnanne sits back down, stuffs a cigar between her |ips, and
grabs her phone.

J CHNANNE
Al right, Seth. You w n.

Johnanne pl aces the phone's cradle on the desk and lifts the
receiver to her ear.

EXT. CENTRAL HI GH SCHOOL/ COLLEGE OF THE CI TY OF DETRO T - DAY
At last...a sunny day in the Mtor Cty!
I NT. CENTRAL HI GH/ CCD FI RST FLOOR HALLWAY - DAY

Bet ween cl asses, Dai sy wal ks al ongsi de cl assmat es RUDY CULVER
(16) and THEDA KELLEY (17).

RUDY
Sure, Daisy, sure. You're a
wei ghtlifter.

THEDA
(pointing to Daisy)
If you're a weightlifter, then
Warren Hardi ng never died.
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RUDY
Take it fromne: Grls don't |ift
wei ghts. My sister proves that
hands down. She's so darn weak.

THEDA
Grls aren't strong enough to lift
wei ghts...and that's all there is

toit.

DAl SY
You don't think I lift weights?
Watch this!

Al'l three stop in their tracks when Daisy spots Cint...the

|Lst mal e she finds afoot.

Dai sy hands her books to Theda and Rudy.

After a bit of effort, Daisy lifts dint off his feet.
Cint's nouth flies open while he's in flight.

Dai sy's two classmates watch in puzzl enment.

DAl SY (CONT' D)
Don't worry. |I'Il be gentle.

Theda and Rudy eye each other in shock before they turn their
attention back to dint and Daisy.

SOVE MORE STUDENTS stop to watch Daisy's exhibition
Wth the utnost of care, Daisy puts Cint back on his feet.

CLI NT
(eyebal I'i ng Dai sy)
So...you' re Cynthia Harnon's
wei ghtlifting cousin.

DAI SY
Well...you re right.
(offers dint her hand)
"' m Dai sy Whodbury.

CLI NT
Cint Husing.

Cint and Dai sy shake hands.

CLI NT ( CONT' D)
Cynthia and | take nusic at CCD.
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Theda and Rudy | ook even nore bew | dered. Nonethel ess, they
gi ve Dai sy her books back.

DAl SY
Cint...neet classmates Rudy Cul ver
and Theda Kel | ey.

Wi | e OTHER STUDENTS wal k by, Cdint, Rudy, and Theda shake
hands with each other.

CLI NT
Nice to neet you two.
(headi ng of f)
I'"ve got a class to go to...see you
| at er.

Cint heads in one direction and Theda, Rudy, and Daisy the
opposite way.

RUDY
Dai sy...you could' ve tried to lift
a Central Hi gh student instead of
one from CCD.

THEDA
(to Rudy)
Do you know of a good cl ai rvoyant ?

Rudy | ooks puzzl ed.

THEDA ( CONT' D)
Somebody who can hold a seance?

The three Central Hi gh enrollees reach their destination:
I NT. CENTRAL HI GH CCD ENGLI SH CLASSROOM - DAY

The busily-furnished classroomfills with MORE STUDENTS when
t eacher CLARA SCHOOLMASTER (50s) approaches Dai sy, who just
about finds her seat.

CLARA
Dai sy...the principal handed ne a
note to give you

Clara gives the note to Dai sy, who accepts it.

DAl SY
M's. Schoolmaster...is it bad?

CLARA
(with a sl ow nod)

OQpen it up.



A reluctant Daisy unfolds the note.

CLARA ( CONT' D)
Your younger sister Eadw na
recei ved the same note.

Dai sy reads the note...and shakes her head si deways.

DAl SY
Oh. .. boy. ..

CLARA
It's all right. You re excused for
t he remai nder of the day.
The ot her students watch Dai sy wi nce out of the room
EXT. CASS AVENUE - DAY

The Central H gh/CCD conplex is far in the background as
Dai sy and a di straught Eadwi na |ug their books hone.

EADW NA
| can't believe it! | just can't
believe it! Carrie's dying!

DAl SY
She was in the best of health this

nor ni ng.
The two teenagers watch cars roll down the street.
DAl SY ( CONT' D)

Maybe that cigar Ma nmade her snoke
when we were playing poker caught

up with her.

EADW NA
Nonsense!

DAl SY

What | don't get is: Wiy didn't Ma
tell Cynthia that Carrie's dying?

Wth her free hand, Eadw na points at Daisy.

DAl SY ( CONT' D)
Just a thought, Eadw na.

Carrie's two sisters wal k on.

40.
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DAl SY ( CONT' D)
Anyway, |'m surprised we've gotta
neet Carrie at the agency.

EADW NA
Daisy...Ma told nme there's a doctor
on one of the mddle floors of the
Fi rst National Building.

DAl SY
Yeah. .. maybe she's there.

Dai sy and Eadwi na stop, rearrange their books, and link arns
to resune their stroll

DAl SY ( CONT' D)
Here's another thing I'mtrying to
wap ny brain around: Ma wants you
to bring your tronbone and nme ny
accordi on.

Eadwi na forces a smle onto her face.

EADW NA
Maybe she wants us...to play a
dirge for Carrie...

Dai sy tries to hug her little sister.
I NT. JOHNSON AGENCY LOBBY - DAY

The pi ano from Johnanne's office now rests in the mddle of
the | obby...and a radiant-looking Carrie sits at it. (Her
banjo rests next to the piano.)

C gar in hand, Johnanne herself sits next to Jerone; they,
Seth, Cyde, and Abe occupy the chairs neant for clients.

At the receptionist's desk: PUNI PANCKE (a wonman of 25;
Asi an)...who | ooks amused by the show about to happen.

JEROVE
Johnanne, what in the world have
you got agai nst cigarettes?

Jerone receives a withering | ook from Johnanne.
J OHNANNE
Do you like drinking beer out of a
shot gl ass?

Cl yde and Puni | augh.
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JEROVE
You nean real beer or the Kkind
t hey' ve been forcing on us these
| ast four years and ei ght nonths?

Abe and Seth join Puni and Clyde in |aughter.

Dai sy (with her accordion case) and Eadw na (tronbone case in
tow) burst into the | obby, where they spot Carrie.

Puni eyeballs the two youngest Wodburys...and earns shocked
| ooks in return.

PUNI
What can | do for you two?

EADW NA
W're...we're Carrie's two sisters.

DAl SY
Yeah.

Eadwi na and Dai sy put their instrunent cases next to Carrie's
banj o, then turn to Johnanne.

EADW NA
Ma, you said Carrie was dying!

J OHNANNE
She i s!

Dai sy turns in a grin...but Eadwi na does a sl ow burn.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
She's dying to audition al ongside
t he both of you.

A smling Carrie points at Johnanne.

ABE
(pointing to Johnanne)
That was pretty sneaky.

SETH
Abe, we've gotta talk about the
definition of sneakiness.

Puni | ooks at Carrie's two sisters.
PUNI

Go ahead, you two...let's hear how
you and Carrie sound together.
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Dai sy and Eadwi na open their cases and pull out their
respective instruments.

CLYDE
Al right, you three Wodbury
sisters, whatcha got?

CARRI E
Here's our version of... Paul
VWi teman' s "Linger Awhile."

EADW NA
And we hope you'll sit back and do
what the song's title says.

Clyde and Puni |augh...Daisy nods at Eadw na...a huge smle
decor at es Johnanne's face.

Pi ani st Carrie bangs out an eight-bar intro that |eads
accordioni st Daisy into soloing the next sixteen bars (a
verse) while tronboni st Eadwi na toots a counternel ody.

So far, Jerone |ooks inpressed with "Linger Awhile's" nice,
easy, steady beat.

Puni and C yde study Cynthia's cousins hard.
Abe and Seth cast hopeful |ooks at each other.
And Johnanne's face features an |-tol d-you-so | ook.
I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - DAY
Books, bags, and all, Josiah and Cynthia enter the house.
CYNTHI A
It's been a long tine since | cane
hone to an enpty house.
Josi ah | ooks ar ound.
JOSI AH
Maybe your cousins and their ma
went shoppi ng.
CYNTHI A
If that's the case, Josiah, Aunt
Johnanne' s spendi ng ny cousins
noney.

Cynt hia and Josi ah place their books on the coffee table.
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CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
| renenber when Carrie got her
first paycheck fromthe Johnson
Agency.

JOSI AH
| know Carrie had to find that
real ly keen

CYNTHI A
It was...until Aunt Johnanne took
Carrie's first paycheck and spent
it at Foley's over on Wodward.

Cynthia and her guest sit on the sofa.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
And spent every cent of Carrie's
noney on a box of every brand
General G gar Conpany nakes.

Josi ah bolts out of his seat.

JOsI AH
Speaki ng of Johnanne...l've got an
i dea.

A wide grin decorates Cynthia' s face.

JOSI AH (CONT' D)
Since she's not hone...and your
cousins aren't hone...let's get
t hi s house shi p-shape.

CYNTHI A
(cl aps her hands)
Fine with ne.
(standi ng up)
You take the upstairs...and I'1l]
t ake the downstairs.

JOSI AH
Copaceti c!

Cynthia heads for the kitchen while Josiah goes upstairs.
He conmes back downstairs...where she hands hima broom

I NT. JOHNSON AGENCY LOBBY - DAY

Carrie plays banjo, Daisy tuns the old piano, and Eadw na

remai ns on tronbone in a "Wodbury Stonmp"” that noves along a
bit faster than before...but is still not yet a barnburner.
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Jerone still |ooks inpressed...Puni and Abe |ike what they
hear...and for Johnanne, the Wodbury Sisters can do no
wrong. Peri od.

Puni catches Seth's skeptical | ook.

PUNI
C nmon, Seth. They're just warm ng

up.
Seth watches C yde shrug at Puni.
I NT. WOODBURYS' BATHROOM - DAY

Josi ah polishes the mrror, cleans the sink, and renoves the
dirt fromthe bathtub.

Next: Yep...the toilet.

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

Cynthia transfers the last of the kitchen dirt fromthe
dustpan into a wastebasket...then grabs a few cans fromthe
shelf in an effort to start dinner.

I NT. CARRI E' S/ DAl SY' S/ EADW NA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Josi ah sweeps the floor...then | ooks aghast when he finds an
ashtray. He grimaces as he dunps Eadwi na's cigar butts from
the ashtray into the wastebasket.

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

Lard nmelts in a frying pan under nedium heat...and Cynthia
unwr aps a package of pork chops.

I NT. JOHNANNE' S BEDROOM - DAY

Josiah's face stays in frown node: He dunps cigar butts from
this roonmis ashtray into the rooms waste receptacle.

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

Sauce pans and the frying pan cover up all four burners on
the stove as Cynthia continues to cook.

I NT. JOHNSON AGENCY LOBBY - DAY
Abe, Cyde, Jerone, Johnanne, Puni, and Seth watch Dai sy,

Eadwi na, and Carrie (left to right) pound out a rollicking
si x- hand, one-piano version of "Yes! W Have No Bananas."
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O the six Johnson Agency staff nmenbers, only Seth doesn't
| ook convi nced...and Johnanne stares in anger at him

Dai sy junps off the piano bench; Eadwi na and Carri e nove over
so that Daisy occupies Carrie's old spot...and the threesone
take "Yes! W Have No Bananas" through one final chorus.

Johnanne's daughters play a crude glissando before one
crashing, six-handed chord ends the song.

Puni j oi ns Johnanne in boi sterous appl ause.
Jerone breaks into a huge snile.

JEROVE
Carrie, would you and Dai sy and
Eadwi na excuse us for a m nute?

CARRI E
O course, M. Johnson.

EADW NA
(to Puni and the agents)
We woul d' ve played ny "Adagio in
Red," but it works better if the
three of us played a piano each.

CLYDE
["1l buy that, Eadw na.

Jeronme gestures Clyde into joining him Johnanne, Seth, and
Abe grow the huddle into a quintet.

PUNI
M. Johnson...may | join up?

JEROVE
Sure, Puni. Cone on over.

Puni jogs into a spot in the enpl oyees' huddle.
LATER

Eadwi na, Carrie, and Daisy watch fromthe piano bench as
Jeronme, his agents, and Puni break the huddle.

SETH
Carrie, Daisy, and Eadw na...you
three do have some things to work
on in order to be a top-notch
vaudevill e act.



J OHNANNE
(pointing at Seth)
Watch it!
SETH

But then...even Al Jol son has sone
things he's gotta work on.

Abe and Jerone | ook dunbf ounded.

CLYDE
Seth, how | ong you been with us?

Jerone takes a step toward Eadwi na, Daisy, and Carrie.

JEROVE
Wl cone to the Johnson Agency
famly of acts.

The Woodbury Sisters whoop it up fromthe piano
bench. .. Johnanne dances in place in ecstasy.

When the cheering dies:

EADW NA
We're very, very, very happy to
join your roster.

DAl SY
My sisters and | ask just one
t hi ng.

Seth and Abe shrug.

JEROVE
What can we do for you three?

CARRI E
W' ||l gladly join your roster of
acts...as long as you let Cyde or
Abr aham or Seth represent us.

Johnanne's fell ow agents nod at each ot her.

J OHNANNE
NOT' ON YOUR LI FE!

Ei ght sets of eyes stare at Johnanne.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
| mean...not on your THREE I|ives!

47.
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Carrie |l ooks at the piano's keys...Eadw na rests her chin on
her fists...Daisy nmanages a shrug.

I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Cynthia (now dressed like a flapper) washes Josiah's and her
dirty dishes and Josiah dries them before he kisses her.

CYNTHI A
Thanks for all your help, Josiah.

JOSI AH
Gad to do it, Cynthia.

The two | overs head toward:
| NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - NI GHT

Wiile Cynthia wal ks toward the fam |y piano, Josiah reaches
into his bag and...pulls out a Brownie canera.

JOSI AH
That was sone di nner you put
t oget her.

CYNTHI A
Thank you!

(sits at piano)
As |long as the food doesn't get
cold when Carrie, Daisy, Eadw na,
and Aunt Johnanne get back.

Cynthi a rearranges the sheet nusic on the upright's nusic
rack...only to turn around to spot Josiah and his canera.

JOSI AH
El ner had a point about a camera.

CYNTHI A
That's the great thing about him
He's so full of surprises.

Johnanne's niece pulls out a copy of "It Had to Be You." She
opens it up and spreads the copy on the nusic rack.

Josi ah positions hinmself closer to Cynthia and the piano.

JOSI AH
Whaddya say you go from one kind of
cooki ng to anot her ki nd?

CYNTHI A
I"'mall for that!
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LATER

Under Cynthia's hands, "It Had to Be You" is a sensuous,
passi onate, slowtenpo nunber.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)

(singing, too)
It had to be you./It had to be
you. /1l wandered around and finally
found the somebody who/ Coul d nmake
me true, could nmake nme bl ue,/And
even be glad just to be sad,
t hi nki ng of you.

Josi ah snaps as many pictures as possible of his nusically-
talented girlfriend.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Sone others |'ve seen m ght never
be nean, /M ght never be cross, or
try to be boss, but they woul dn't
do, / For nobody el se gave ne a
thrill. Wth all your faults, I
| ove you still.

Now Josi ah sits next to Cynthia on the piano bench.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
It had to be you, wonderful you, it
had to be you.

Cynthia delivers an arpeggio or two to end the tune.

JOSI AH
You know...you oughta play that at
the tal ent show next nonth.

Josi ah studies Cynthia's slow nod.

CYNTHI A
Way not ?

Cynthia's boyfriend sets his canera atop the piano; the
t wosonme hol d hands.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Josi ah Joshua Wear...l'mglad it
had to be you.

JOSI AH
And Cynthia Mae Harnon...l'm so
glad it had to be you, too.
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The two CCD students lock |ips and hug each
ot her...when...the front door opens.

Johnanne, Eadwi na, Daisy, and Carrie troop into the parlor.
Johnanne funes once she sees Cynthia and Josi ah make | ove.

J OHNANNE
(gesturing)
Get upstairs, you three!

Her daughters trudge up the stairs...Johnanne reaches into a
closet...and pulls out arifle.

She points the weapon at Josi ah, and...

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
YOU GET ouUT!

... BANG Johnanne shoots at Josiah (and the bullet hits a
vase instead of him.

CYNTHI A
Aunt Johnanne! What's the big idea?

Josiah hurries to grab his bag, books, and canera. He
scurries out of the house and shuts the front door...to the
tune of another gunshot that m sses himand hits a wall.

Eadwi na, Carrie, and Dai sy sneak a peek...but:

J OHNANNE
GET BACK UPSTAI RS!

Cynthia's three cousins scurry back upstairs.
Johnanne chases Cynthia around the parlor with the rifle.

CYNTHI A
Don't start this again! |I'm not
gonna pay for the fact that you and
Ma couldn't get along with each
ot her!

J OHNANNE
You're just |ike her!

CYNTHI A
What did | ever do to you that
you' ve gotta chase ny boyfriend out
of the house? | nean, |'ve got a
life that includes nore than
cooki ng and cl eani ng- -
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BANG Johnanne fires another shot...Cynthia barely ducks and
the bullet hits the sofa.

J OHNANNE
This is MY house! And you've got
the kinda Iife I'm gonna give you

That's enough for Daisy, Carrie, and Eadw na...who run down
the stairs.

Carrie and Eadwina try to shield Cynthia while Dai sy sneaks
behi nd Johnanne.

CARRI E
Stop it, Ml

J OHNANNE
STAY QUTA TH' S, CARRI E!

As Johnanne sets to | aunch one nore shot, Daisy barely lifts
her off her feet.

DAl SY
Ma...put the rifle down!

J OHNANNE
"' myour nother! Put ne down!

EADW NA
Ma, drop the rifle!

Johnanne throws her rifle to the fl oor.

Carrie teans up with Daisy to carry Johnanne to her favorite
chair. Cynthia and Eadwi na breathe relief.

J OHNANNE
I"'m not through with you, Cynthia.

Cynthia, Carrie, Eadw na, Daisy, and Johnanne attenpt to
recline on chairs or the sofa.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
| saw you and that...that...

CYNTHI A
H s nane is Josiah

J OHNANNE
Yeah, and you and he were show ng
off at the piano. You were singing
hi m t hose damm songs of yours!
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CYNTHI A
(with a sl ow nod)
And sone of the songs Dai sy,
Eadwi na, and Carrie are |earning.
(to her cousins)
| really love "It Had to Be You."

Dai sy beans.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
| found that if | slowit down to
about half the tenpo of |sham
Jones' version--

Johnanne bolts out of her favorite chair. She noves to a spot
i nches away from Cynt hi a.

J CHNANNE
You're trying to horn in on that
talent show at the Ci nderella
Theat er next npnth.

CYNTHI A
That's right. 1've entered.

Now Johnanne goes after her rifle...but her daughters junp up
to bl ock her path.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Sane contest that Carrie, Eadw na,
and Dai sy have just entered.

J OHNANNE
Just renenber, Mss Harnon: If you
set foot on that Cinderella stage,
you ain't gonna live to tell about
it!

Dead silence...for a few seconds.

CYNTHI A
"1l just have to take that chance.

Johnanne reaches back to slap Cynthia...only to return to her
favorite chair instead.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
I mght end up having a ninety-
m nut e vaudeville career...but at
least I'l1 die happy.

Cynthia's remark draws smles fromCarrie, Daisy, and
Eadwi na...and a sl ow burn from Johnanne.
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EXT. WOODBURYS' HOUSE - DAY
TWD KI DS pedal bi kes down the street on this sunny Saturday.
I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - DAY

Cynthia tends to the gol dfish...Eadw na, Daisy, and Carrie
dance to A RECORD playing on the famly Victrol a.

Johnanne reclines at her favorite chair again as she puffs a
cigar...and | ooks uni npressed by the dance routine.

J CHNANNE
Pick it up! Pick it up

Carrie, Eadwina, and Daisy try to step livelier

CYNTHI A
Aunt Johnanne, is it all right to
make a suggestion?

J OHNANNE
NO

Johnanne' s daughters stop hoofi ng.

DAl SY
Wul d' ve been nice to hear
Cynthi a's suggestion.

Eadwi na and Carrie AD LIB their agreenment w th Daisy.

CYNTHI A
I've heard Daisy and Carrie and
Eadwi na play lots of tines...and I
know that making nusic is their
strong suit.

Johnanne bolts out of her seat. She points to Cynthia.

J OHNANNE
Go cut the grass!
CYNTHI A
It's still too moist. It rained

yest erday. .. renmenber?

J OHNANNE
Cut the damm grass!

A shruggi ng Cynthia stal ks out of the parlor.
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DAl SY
Ma...Cynthia' s right.

J OHNANNE
No, Daisy. I'mright.

CARRI E
Don't you renenber, Ma? The three
of us had a ball making nusic at
t he Johnson Agency.

The Woodburys HEAR t he back door slam shut.

J OHNANNE
Do you three wanna win that talent
show or not ?

CARRI E
O course we do!

EADW NA
But we're not gonna win it if we
add that dance routine you' ve been
trying to get us to do.

Eadwi na, Daisy, and Carrie gravitate to the piano bench. Al
three sit down.

EADW NA ( CONT' D)
W' re nusi ci ans...not dancers.

J OHNANNE
You're what | say you are!

DAl SY
W don't have what Cynthia' s got!

J OHNANNE
You' re gonna get what Cynthia's
got! No ifs, no maybes, no buts!

Johnanne takes a long puff from her stogie...her daughters
eyebal | each ot her

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
(zeroes in on Daisy)
And if you ever pick me up again
i ke a sack of potatoes, |I'm gonna
cut off your head and bake it!

Eadwi na titters.



EADW NA
Don't forget to cut her hair off,
Ma.

Dai sy and Carrie shoot dirty | ooks toward Eadw na.
I NT. HARRI SON STREET PUB BARROOM - DAY

W nky pours Cokes behind the bar...a bar dint, Cynthia,
El ner, Josiah, Narvin Ray, and Ruth occupy.

Cynthia's face shows gri m determ nation.

W NKY
Cynthia, you |look |ike you' re ready
to graduate to bootl eg.

CYNTHI A
It's bad, Wnky...but not that bad.

Each young bar occupant receives a Coke from W nky.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
| don't care if it's hooch or the
real thing...l don't wanna touch
It.
(taking a sip)
That's what killed nmy Uncle
U ysses...Aunt Johnanne's husband.

NARVI N RAY
(noddi ng)
Yeah. | remenber that. He died a
coupl e of years ago this May.

CGint sips his Coke, then eyeballs Cynthia.
CLI NT

You al ways tell nme your Aunt
Johnanne's enough to make anybody

drink.

JOSI AH
Aint...Cynthia's telling the
truth.

CYNTHI A

Uncl e U ysses died four nonths
before nmy own ma and pa died in
that freak accident at the axle
pl ant .

55.
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RUTH
(si ppi ng her Coke)
Yeah, Wnky. Cynthia' s uncle died
on the way hone from her high
school graduation party.

W NKY
Did he get ahold of sonme bad hooch?

CYNTHI A
Not only that...after he and Aunt
Johnanne got in an argunent, he
drove off and ran into a power
pol e.

El mer picks up his Coke glass...only to set it back down.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
And of course, it could never be a
fam |y get-together wthout Aunt
Johnanne arguing with M.

NARVI N RAY
(to Cynthia)
And that's why U ysses drove off.

A glum | ook crosses Elnmer's face.

W NKY
Elmer...is your Coke all right?

ELVMER
Can you give ne a glass of water,
t oo, please?

W NKY
You bet.

ELVER
| can sure use a doubl e.

W nky pours water into a glass, then hands El ner the gl ass.

ELMER ( CONT' D)
Thanks, W nky.
(to Josi ah)
It's not enough that that wtch
wants to bunp Cynthia off for
entering the talent show...that
witch tried to pick you off.
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JOSI AH
Yeah...Cynthia and | wanna graduate
fromCCD first.
(to W nky)
May | have a gl ass of water, too,
pl ease?

W NKY
Absol utely, Josi ah.

Now W nky grabs a gl ass, pours water into it, and gives
Josi ah the gl ass.

JOSI AH
Thanks a bunch, W nky.

CYNTHI A
You know what, everybody?

Her CCD barmates eyebal | Cynthi a.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
I'"'mnore determ ned than before to
do that tal ent show

Cint, Narvin Ray, Ruth, El nmer, and Josiah cheer.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
(taki ng anot her sip)
And | don't care if it kills
me...l"mgonna get a chance to not
only coach ny three cousins. .. but
al so make nusic al ongsi de 'em

RUTH
Cynthia...you ve got guts.

NARVI N RAY
More guts than Harry Houdini, I'1lI
tell you that.

ELVER
That does it!

El ner raises both his glasses...Josiah elevates his two
glasses...Ruth, dint, Cynthia, and Narvin Ray lift their
i ndi vi dual gl asses.

W nky pours Coke into a glass...then hoists that glass.
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ELMER ( CONT' D)
Let's all drink to Cynthia
Har non. ..t he nost determ ned young
perforner about to break into show
busi ness!

d asses click all across the bar.

ELMER ( CONT' D)
Whet her or not she gets a sheepskin
fromthe College of the City of
Detroit!

The six CCD students and Wnky click glasses again...then the
seven at the bar guzzle away.

CLI NT
Hey, everybody...wouldn't it be
peachy keen if we could find Harry
Houdi ni's handcuffs and slip 'emon
Johnanne Whodbury?

The gang breaks out in |laughter.

ELVMER
I'"d drink to that...if ny two
gl asses weren't enpty.

As Elnmer's buddies guffaw, Wnky fills one of Elner's glasses
with Coke and the other with water.

I NT. JOHNANNE' S OFFI CE - DAY

That 1910-19 upright piano's back in Johnanne's office...and
a sw tchbl ade-w el di ng Johnanne uses it as a target!

The Johnson Agency's sole fenal e agent proves lousy with a
knife, too.

Johnanne HEARS a knock on the door just as she retrieves the
swi tchblade fromits | anding point (not the piano, for sure).

J OHNANNE
COME | N

Purse in her grip, Puni enters Johnanne's office...and does a
doubl et ake when she spots the knife in the latter's hands.

PUNI
Uh, Johnanne...what're you doi ng?
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J OHNANNE
I"mtrying out for the 1928

A ynpi cs.
Puni's nouth hangs open.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
This year's A ynpics al ready
finished up.

PUNI
Since when did knife throw ng
beconme an A ynpic event?

J OHNANNE
You just never know.

Johnanne shoves her knife into a desk drawer.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
What cha need, Puni ?

PUNI
| need to give you a letter

Puni opens her purse and pulls out an envel ope. Johnanne
snat ches the docunent out of Puni's hands.

Johnanne reads the upper-left corner of the envel ope: "AW
LOVNELL, BROOKLI NE, MASS."

Puni wat ches a gl eeful Johnanne strut around the office.

PUNI ( CONT' D)
Aren't you gonna read the letter?

J OHNANNE
Are you ki ddi ng? Not now

Johnanne kisses the letter!

EXT. WOODBURYS' HOUSE - DAY

A car speeds by on this first Saturday in Cctober.

I NT. CYNTH A' S BEDROOM - DAY

Up much earlier than usual, Cynthia finishes dressing

herself. After she dons her shoes, she grabs her banjo case,
ti ptoes out of her room and...
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I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE CARRI E' S/ DAl SY' S/ EADW NA' S BEDROOM - DAY
...taps on the door to the cousins' bedroom

The door opens...and Dai sy gestures Cynthia in.

I NT. CARRI E' S/ DAl SY' S/ EADW NA' S BEDROOM - DAY

Cynthia cones inside...and breathes relief when she finds
Dai sy, Eadwi na, and Carrie already dressed.

The foursone whi sper their strategy.

CYNTHI A
Are you ready to do this?

Carrie and Dai sy nod...but Eadw na | ooks perpl exed.
CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)

If we don't do this now, we'll
never do it. It's do or die.

EADW NA

Cynthia, did you have to say "die?"
DAl SY

(to Eadw na)

Vell, I"'mdying to do this...and I

know Cynthia is, too.
EADW NA

W haven't eaten yet!
CARRI E

No problem W' Il eat at school
CYNTHI A

Yeah, Eadwi na. Carrie and | sneaked
of f and nmade us sonme sack | unches
to take with us.

DAl SY
Only they're sack breakfasts.

CYNTHI A
We'd better get going...before Aunt
Johnanne catches us.

A few heads nod.
Eadwi na grabs her tronbone case, Daisy her accordi on case,

and Carrie her banjo case. The threesone follow their banjo-
toting cousin out of the room..in the utnost of quiet.
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I NT. CENTRAL H G+ CCD AUDI TORI UM - DAY

Carrie, Cynthia, Daisy, and Eadw na stand onstage, their
i nstrunent cases on the stagefl oor.

Also on the stage, left to right: A reed organ, an 1890s
upright piano, an upright piano fromthe 1900-09 period, an
upright out of the 1910s, and...a harpsichord.

The hammers stand exposed on all three pianos.

Clara, dint, Elner, Josiah, Louis, Narvin Ray, Rudy, Ruth,
and Theda sit in the first row of seats. (Louis and Cara
t ot e notepads.)

CYNTHI A
M. Aznavour...Ms.
School master...thank you so much
for letting us use this auditorium
this early in the norning.

LOUI S
The pleasure is ours, Mss Harnon.

EADW NA
And Josiah and...let's see...dint,
El mer, Narvin Ray, and Ruth...thank
you all for hel ping us nove these
three ol d pianos in here.

NARVI N RAY
Gad to do it.

Narvin Ray's CCD buddies AD LIB their agreenment or nod.

DAl SY
Theda and Rudy...thanks a bunch for
hel pi ng ne nove that punp organ
into the auditorium

RUDY

(panti ng)
You're...wel cone.

DAl SY
See, Theda? You' ve got nmnuscl es
after all.

Theda fl exes her nuscles...and invites whoever's next to her
to feel those new y-acknow edged nuscl es.

THEDA
See that, Rudy?
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Rudy | ooks enbarrassed.

CARRI E
Anyway, | adies and gentl enen,
Cynthia has offered to help ny
sisters and ne capture sonme of her
own nusical magic so we don't
enbarrass ourselves this Hall oween.

EADW NA
Better yet...all of that nmagic.

Clara and Louis perk up as they pull out pens or pencils.

LATER

Carrie sits at the reed organ, Eadw na rests at the 1900s
pi ano, Cynthia sits at the 1910s pi ano, and Dai sy | eans on
t he har psi chord.

CYNTHI A
Carrie, hope you don't mnd working
with a reed organ. | couldn't find

a place that had a pipe organ
they'd | et us use.

CARRI E
Oh, that's all right. It's still an
or gan.

CYNTHI A

By the way...you ve told ne and
your sisters you don't like
"Sleep," by Fred Waring.

Carrie's nod is sl ow

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Tell you what: If you three jazzed
it up the way | played it back at
t he house, how woul d you feel ?

CARRI E
Well...l could go for that.

Eadwi na and Dai sy nod their approval.

CYNTHI A
Go ahead and play the intro and the
next thirty-two bars in waltz tine,
i ke on the sheet nusic.
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DAl SY
kay.

CYNTHI A
Then. ..you cone back and play those
thirty-two bars like a fox trot.
And keep the fox trot going the
rest of the way.

EADW NA
Got it!

Eadwi na pounds out "Sleep's" six-bar intro in march tine.
Dai sy and Carrie join her in playing the next thirty-two bars
inwaltz time.

After eight bars of waltz time, Clara raises her hand...and
the Sisters Wodbury stop the nusic.

CYNTHI A
Uh, yes, Ms. School nmaster?

CLARA
You' re playing jazz on a
har psi chor d?

DAl SY
Absol utely. We just wanted to give
"Sl eep” a sweeter sound.

The two instructors nod at Daisy...then Louis turns to C ara.

LOQU S
Johann Sebasti an Bach woul d do the
same thing if he were here today,
d ara.

CLARA
Per haps so.
(to the Whodbury Sisters)
Take it fromthe top.

EADW NA
G adl y!

Carrie, Daisy, and Eadw na bang out "Sleep" again.
LATER
In "Adagio in Red," Carrie plays the 1890s upright, Daisy

tickles the 1900s upright's keys, and Eadw na pounds the
1910s upright's ivories.
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Cynthia watches it all fromher seat at the harpsichord. She
| ooks i npressed.

So do Josiah, Ruth, Narvin Ray, dint, and El ner.

JOSI AH
(to those around him
Cynthia told nme Eadwi na wote this.

CLI NT
| could ve sworn that was George
Gershwi n' s pi ece.

ELVER
Huh?

RUTH
Ki nda adds up, Elner. You can't
have "Adagi o in Red" w thout
"Rhapsody in Blue."

NARVI N RAY
| don't care who wote this...as
long as those three up there nmake
it work. And they do!

Theda and Rudy sit in opennouthed shock.

CLARA
Louis...in a way, | wish Centra
High didn't have to get its own
bui I di ng.

LOUI S
But. ..

CLARA

Havi ng Central Hi gh and the Col | ege
of the Gty of Detroit share the
same buil di ng does have sone

advant ages.

Cynthia's cousins bring "Adagio in Red" to a powerful
end...and trigger thunderous applause fromtheir spectators.

EXT. WOODBURYS' HOUSE - DAY
Hal | oween 1924 is herel

SOVE COSTUMED CHI LDREN stroll the street, bags ready to fill.
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I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLCR - DAY

Cynthia | ooks after purse-w el ding Johnanne (in her business
attire) and the Wodbury Sisters (all dressed |ike flappers).

EADW NA
Ma, you've gotta admit...that time
me and Carrie and Dai sy spent
working with Cynthia at the school
hel ped so doggone nuch.

J OHNANNE
| didn't Iike the four of you
sneaking off like that.

DAl SY
But it paid off...especially when
Ms. School master and M. Aznavour
gave all four of us extra help in
pol i shing up our acts.

Johnanne puts a hand on Cynthia's shoul der.
J OHNANNE

Too bad you ain't gonna be able to
see all that hard work pay off

t oni ght .
CYNTHI A
(with a slight grin)
I know. |'m grounded.
J OHNANNE

(to her daughters)
G ab your instrunents. W' ve gotta
be at the Cinderella by six. Show
starts at--

CARRI E
Seven thirty.

EADW NA
Shar p.

Eadwi na, Daisy, and Carrie lift their respective instrunment
cases off the floor, then follow a slightly-Iinping Johnanne
to the front door

CYNTHI A
Aunt Johnanne...you' ve got a bul ge
in your stocking.
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J CHNANNE
"1l manage!

Johnanne holds the front door for Daisy, Carrie, and Eadw na.

CARRI E
Ma, you'd better let ne drive.

Cynthia watches Carrie, Daisy, Eadw na, and Johnanne head for
a 1923 Duesenberg touring car.

When t he Four Wodburys take off, Cynthia closes the
door...and heads for:

I NT. CYNTH A' S BEDROOM - DAY
Cynthia dons a tuxedo and grabs her banjo case.

She stuffs a harnonica into her suit pocket and heads out of
her bedroom

Johnanne's ni ece snaps her fingers, returns to her bedroom
and. .. grabs a nask.

I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - DAY
Bef ore she reaches the door, Cynthia slips her mask on.
EXT. WOODWARD AVENUE - DAY

Banj o case and all, a masked Cynthia boards a streetcar. .. but
slips the mask off before she pays the fare.

EXT. EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE - DAY

Cynthia junps off the Wodward streetcar and reaches the
Jefferson one.

I NT. JEFFERSON STREETCAR - DAY

She gets off a sigh of relief when she finds a space to stand
in a streetcar teem ng wth PASSENGERS.

Cynt hi a hugs her banjo case with all her m ght.
EXT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER - DAY

This two-story, white-brick building not only shines...it
attracts PEOPLE who file inside.
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I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - DAY

This enormous place is half full of CUSTOVERS...who watch A
SILENT MOVIE. And the acconpani nent cones not from an organ,
but fromA SMALL ORCHESTRA in the pit.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER BACKSTAGE - DAY

The organ (a three-manual M ghty Wirlitzer) rests in silence
backstage...and Carrie and Dai sy squeeze onto its bench.

A shruggi ng Eadwi na finds a bucket to sit on while Em |,
Sadi e, and Violetta shoot the breeze with JOHNNY OSTERMUELLER
(30s). Al four adults stand off to the side.

A STAGEHAND (a man in his 30s) teans up with entee MARTIN
SALSNESS (40s) to count heads.

STAGEHAND
Martin, we're supposed to have
ei ght acts tonight. | see seven.
MARTI N

(nods at stagehand)

And two of the acts just signed up.
(1 ooks out at throng)

Where are the Tucker Brothers?

BOOKER TUCKER (23, Bl ack) and brothers FREDERI CK (22),
LI NCOLN (21), and WASHI NGTON (20) raise their hands at
anot her place in the room

BOCKER
Ri ght here.

FREDERI CK
Yeah. We just signed up to be in
t he show a few m nutes ago.

MARTI N
Good. . . who' s Desdenona Smith?

Not too far fromthe organ, DESDEMONA SM TH (13, Bl ack)
wat ches MARI O CELERI (25, Wite) juggle a trio of balls.

DESDEMONA
(wavi ng at Martin)
Me! | signed up a few mnutes ago,
t 0o.
MARTI N
Uh huh...l understand you're only

thirteen years ol d.
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DESDEMONA
Yes, that's right.

A shocked Mario lets his three balls drop to the floor.

MARTI N
(to Mario)
And you nust be the juggler.

MARI O
Unh...yes. Mario Celeri.

Those who retrieve Mario's balls hand them back to him

MARI O ( CONT' D)
(accepts his balls)
And | signed up a nonth ago today.

Martin nods at Mario, then at the stagehand.

MARTI N
So. .. Desdenmpbna's here, Mario's
here, Em| the Fire Eater's here,
along with the Tucker Brothers and
t he Wodbury Sisters.

STAGEHAND
And Johnny's here to sing. And
Sadi e and Viol etta.
(checks hi s watch)
It's a fewmnutes to six...and if
Cynt hia doesn't show up, she can't--

Cynthia (banjo case and all) sprints into the backstage
area...and sets off cheers fromall other talent-show
conpetitors except Eadw na.

EM L
Finally...some real fireworks!

LI NCOLN
G ad you could nmake it, Cynthia.

CYNTHI A
(catching her breath)
Thanks. & ad you're here, too.

WASHI NGTON
(points to Cynthia)
Narvin Ray told us so nuch about
you.

Violetta, Johnny, and Sadie gravitate toward Cynthi a.
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SADI E
You' re Cynthia Harnon...our agent
told me and Viol etta about you.

CYNTHI A
You nust be a client of ny Aunt
Johnanne.

Viol etta shakes her head "yes."

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
How nmuch cursing did she do?

VI CLETTA
She didn't cuss...she just grabbed
a knife and said she was trying out
for the 1928 d ynpi cs.

JOHNNY
Can't wait to hear you sing and

pl ay.
Johnny and Cynt hi a shake hands.

Eadwi na wal ks toward her two sisters.

EADW NA
Ma's got a bullet with Cynthia's
nane on it.

DAl SY

Eadwi na...don't start that again.

CARRI E
Yeah. Not at atinme like this.

Dai sy and Carrie try to make room for Eadw na on the bench.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Now that the novie's OVER and the screen's up, THE NOW PACKED
HOUSE | ooks out at a stage that features, left to right, the
theater's Wiarlitzer, an upright piano fromthe 1890s, one
fromthe 1900s, one fromthe 1910s, and a harpsi chord.

The harpsichord and the three upright pianos differ fromthe
ones at the Central H gh/ CCD conpl ex.

The hammers stand exposed on all three G nderella pianos.
First up: Tap dancers Booker, Frederick, Lincoln, and

Washi ngton...who put on a flanboyant show that, at tines,
i ncl udes the hoofers dancing around the onstage instrunents.
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I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Left to right, Abe, dyde, Jerone, Johnanne, and Seth sit in
the front row. ..alongside OTHER AGENTS.

They all enjoy the Tucker Brothers' showranshi p.

Clara, Louis, Puni, Rudy, and Theda (all sit in the m ddle)
| ook captivated by the opening act, too.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - N GHT

So do dint, Elnmer, Josiah, Narvin Ray, and Ruth. (Narvin
Ray's the only nenber of this quintet not in Halloween garb.)

Narvin Ray's face shows plenty of pride.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Carrie plays the theater organ, Eadw na tuns the 1900s
upright piano, and Daisy's at the harpsichord on "Sleep."

Eadwi na's si x-bar, march-tined intro | eads to the threesone
pl aying the next thirty-two bars as a waltz.

A second later, the pit orchestra | eads the Wodbury Sisters
into a fox-trot beat...and Johnanne's progeny add vocals to
t heir own playing:

CARRI E, DAI SY, EADW NA
Sl eep, sleep, sleep./How we |ove to
sl eep/ At the cl ose of the day,/Wen
the joys of the day fade away and
the nenories sweet/ O the day
repeat./In our dreans they
creep/ Wil e we sl eep, sleep, sleep.

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT

Proud, proud Johnanne el bows Seth and Jerone.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

A glissando from Eadwi na | eads to Daisy's vocal solo:

DAl SY
(deep, basslike voice)
It seens that daytine was just made
for |aughter and song./Evening
brings romance to | overs as they
strol |l al ong.
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I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Theda's nmouth flies open; Rudy snickers...until Theda el bows
himinto silence.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Carrie activates the organ's chinmes before she takes over as
t he singer.

CARRI E
Ni ghttime brings rest to the
weary,/ Soothes all the hearts that
are dreary--

Dai sy | aunches an arpeggi o whil e Eadw na sings:

EADW NA
Leaves us alone with our
daydreans, / Bri ngs back sweet,
gol den dreans while we--

CARRI E, DAI SY, EADW NA
Sl eep, sleep, sleep./How we |ove to
sl eep/ At the cl ose of the day,/Wen
the joys of the day fade away and
the nenories sweet/ O the day
repeat.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - N GHT

Ruth tries to rouse a sleepy Elnmer while the Wodbury Sisters
pl ow t hrough " Sl eep. "

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

On "Linger Awhile," Carrie (at the 1910s piano) plays the
song's eight-bar intro; Daisy's sixteen-bar accordion solo
foll ows...backed by Eadw na's tromnbone counternel ody.

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT

Jerone and his four agents nod their approval.

ABE
Just |ike back at the office.

CLYDE
Only better.
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I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Now it's "Adagio in Red," where Carrie tickles the 1890s

pi ano's ivories...and Dai sy and Eadw na play the 1900s pi ano
and the 1910s one, respectively.

Al'l three siblings pound away as if their |lives depend on it.
I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GAT

Clara, Puni, Theda, Louis, and Rudy | ook ecstatic.

LOU S
Just |ike back at the school.

Cl ara shoots Louis a correcting | ook.

LOUI' S (CONT' D)
I mean the two school s.

CLARA
Only better.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - N GHT

Narvin Ray | ooks nesnerized...and Cint grows dizzy as he
tries to follow all those piano hamrers at work.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Carrie strunms her banjo, Daisy pounds the 1890s piano's keys,
Eadwi na bl ows her tronbone...and the pit orchestra hel ps the
t hreesone turn "Wodbury Stonp" into a total barnburner

Eadwi na and Carrie strut fromone end of the stage to the
ot her while still playing.

Dai sy stonps in place while she plays those keys.
I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GAT
Puni turns to Louis and d ara.
PUNI
Just like back at the...no, it
isn"t! This is better!

Theda's feet pat to the beat...but Rudy rises fromhis seat
to dance in place!

He arouses the ire of CUSTOVERS BEH ND H M
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| RATE CUSTOMERS
DOM | N FRONT!

RUDY
(sits back down)
Sorry. Couldn't help nyself.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - N GHT

Those fl anki ng Josi ah catch his negawatt smile as "Wodbury
Stonp" barrels toward the end.

JOSI AH
Cynthia's cousins did it...they
made it peppy!

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

The Whodbury Sisters and the pit orchestra bring "Wodbury
Stonp” to a rousing end...and bring on crowd appl ause.

Dai sy, Eadwi na, and Carrie link arns...then the threesone bow
and bow and bow.

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GAT
Jerone and Johnanne stand as they clap.

J OHNANNE
If that doesn't net ny daughters
the grand prize, then Calvin
Coolidge ain't in the Wite House!

Seth's nout h hangs open.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Mari o' s nout h hangs open, too, as he holds a baseball in one
hand and a roll of bathroomtissue in the other.

MARI O
Ladi es and gentl enen...how do you
follow four tap-dancing brothers
and three energetic, mnusical-
i nstrunent - pl ayi ng sisters?

| RATE CUSTOMERS (O. S.)
WE DON' T KNOW

MARI O
VWell, let's see...how about this?



74.

Mari o sends the roll of tissue aloft, then tosses the
basebal | upward.

He continues to juggle the itenms on the way to a snal
table...where he spots a celery stalk.

MARI O ( CONT' D)
Mght as well live up to ny nane..

Wi |l e he keeps the baseball and the roll of bath tissue
aloft, Mario grabs the celery stalk (and triggers |aughs).

The crowd' s | aughs becone appl ause when Mario keeps all three
items in the air.

LATER
Desdenona stands onstage, where she points to each upright.
DESDEMONA
Eeny, neeny, mney, no...which
pi ano should | play?

Her "eeny-neeny-m ney-no" ganme ends when she sits down at the
1900- 1909 upri ght.

Desdenona bangs out "Grandpa's Spell" or a simlar rag...and
energi zes the audi ence.

Si xteen bars or so into the nunber, the orchestra junps
in...only to fail to keep up wi th Desdenona.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

THE ORCHESTRA LEADER (a man in his 40s) waves his nusicians
into silence and | eaves the tune's remai nder to Desdenbna.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Tuxedo-cl ad Johnny stands front and center at a m ke as the
orchestra | aunches "Cone to the Fair."

After a sixteen-bar intro, Johnny adds vocals to this waltz-
ti med nunber:

JOHNNY
The sun is a-shining to wel cone the
day./Hi, ho! Conme to the fair!/The
folks are all singing so nerry and
gay./H, ho! Cone to the fair!

Johnny waves his arnms toward the orchestra...the nusic stops.
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JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
M. Conductor, we need to get hot!

ORCHESTRA LEADER
Uh. . . okay!

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

As the orchestra turns "Cone to the Fair's" intro into a fox
trot, Johnanne turns to Seth

J OHNANNE
Johnny and | are going pl aces.

SETH
That was ny...you stole ny client.

J OHNANNE
Wiy didn't you treat himbetter?

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Sadi e (on harpsichord) and Violetta (at the Mghty Wirlitzer)
sail through a stonping "Linmehouse Bl ues."

When the two secretaries end the tune with a bang, the
audi ence pours on the appl ause.

Violetta eyeballs an equal ly-ecstatic Sadie.

VI CLETTA
Who said we don't |ike doing "up"
tunes?

The crowd expl odes in appl ause.
LATER

Sadi e plays the 1890-99 upright piano and Violetta its 1910-
19 counterpart on a heartfelt "My Buddy."

SADI E, VI OLETTA
(singing, too)
Ni ghts are | ong since you went
away. /1 think about you all through
t he day,/ M buddy, ny buddy, / No
buddy quite so true.

SADI E
M ss your voice, the touch of your
hand- -
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VI CLETTA
Just long to know that you
under st and, / My buddy, ny
buddy, / Your buddy m sses you.

The twosone | ook out at the audience...and find sone
custoners dab noist eyes or sit there in tears.

VI OLETTA ( CONT' D)
(choki ng up)
My buddy. ..

Sadi e eyes Violetta...and bursts into tears.

SADI E
My. .. buddy. ..

Violetta and Sadie bawl their eyes out as both wonen run from
their pianos and neet at center stage, where they hug.

SADI E ( CONT' D)
Violetta...sonething told ne
we...shouldn't've done this song..

As a hush falls over the crowd, the two perforners continue
to hug...and continue to weep.

LATER
Em | brandi shes his iron torch and eyeballs the audi ence.

EM L
Anybody got a light?

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT
Many patrons | ook dunbfounded.

And then...there's Johnanne, who's livid.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Iron torch in one hand, Em | pulls a lighter fromhis shirt
pocket with his other hand.

EM L
Just kidding, |adies and gentl enen!

The crowd cheers as Emi| fires up his torch before he
| aunches his act.

LATER
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Cynthia sprints to a seat at the 1890s pi ano, where she bats

out her "California, Here | Cone" offshoot.
During Cynthia' s eight-bar intro...

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT
...Seth and Jerone eyeball an incensed Johnanne.

J OHNANNE
| grounded that little--

JEROVE
Johnanne. . . rel ax.

SETH
Cynthia m ght be the best act up
t here tonight.
Johnanne bristles at Seth.

SETH ( CONT' D)
O the worst.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT
Cynthi a adds a vanp, then:
CYNTHI A
(addi ng vocal s)
Wien ny mama was a little
girlie,/She had to face, to face
t he nei ghborhood bul ly./ She knocked
Mama down. / She knocked Mama down.
I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - NI GHT

CGint and Josiah nod in understanding as they, Elner,
Ray, and Ruth appl aud.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Eadwi na tries to sneak a peek while Cynthia jans.

CYNTHI A
Then one day, she said she'd had
enough./She told her folks: "lI've

got to, got to get tough."/ My manma
found a way./ My mama found a way.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Louis and Clara listen with all their m ght.

Nar vi n
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I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Dai sy joins Eadwina in attenpting to watch Cynthia from
backst age.

CYNTHI A
She worked very hard, oh so very
hard./ She got stronger and | ooked
the part./And she | ooked in the
mrror and said:/"Slowy but
surely, in every single way,/I'm
getting better each and every day."

Johnny and Carrie replace Eadwi na and Dai sy as the sneaks
from backst age.

LATER

Johnanne's ni ece keeps it rousing by playing "Charleston" on
the theater's 1900s piano...froman erect position and with
nmusi cal backing fromthe pit orchestra.

When she reaches the song's chorus, Cynthia tries to do the
Charl eston whil e she continues to tickle the keys.

On the second verse, Cynthia | eaves the 1900s upright, pulls
out her harnonica, and toots away along with the orchestra in
addi tion to hoofing.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Johnanne sneaks into her purse, yanks out her sw tchbl ade,
opens it, and...fires it toward the stage.

She comes nowhere near hitting Cynthia...but she nails the
orchestra | eader, who slunps, the knife in his chest, onto
t he podi um

No nmore nusic fromthe pit...because the nmusicians tend to
t hei r now bl oodi ed boss.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Cynthia's back at the 1900s upright...but sits at its bench,
her back to the keys, while she struns her banjo.
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CYNTHI A

(al so singing)
Edward and El eanor were
| overs./ They met at the ol' axle
pl ant./ They nade quite a team
stanpin' out the gears./They had
t he bi ggest |ove a twosone coul d
have.

| NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT
Johnanne burns.

She reaches into her purse for a revolver...but Jerone reacts
intime to gesture her out of the act.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

At the 1910s piano, Cynthia tickles out "It Had to Be You's"
four-bar intro, then | ooks out at the audi ence.

CYNTHI A
Josiah...this one's for you.

She bl ows Josiah a kiss...

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - NI GHT

...and he stands up to blow Cynthia a snmooch of his own.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Now Cynt hi a adds an arpeggi o before she warbl es:

CYNTHI A
Wiy do | do just as you say? Wy
must | just give you your way?/ Wy
do I sigh? Wiy don't | try to
forget?/1t nust've been that
something lovers call "fate," kept
on saying | had to wait.

Eadwi na, Daisy, and Carrie try to watch fromthe w ngs.
CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
| saw themall. Just couldn't fal
"til we net.

The Wbodbury Sisters' cousin plays another arpeggio, then:
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CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
It had to be you./It had to be
you. /1l wandered around and finally
found the somebody who/ Coul d nmake
me be true, could nmake ne be
bl ue,/ And even be glad just to be
sad, thinking of you.

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - NI GHT
Everybody up there | ooks spell bound. ..

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT
...as do nost of the fol ks down here.

Jerone and Seth grip the hands of a squirmng, cringing
Johnanne. (Her purse is now underneath her seat.)

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Cynthia's set ends at the Mghty Wirlitzer, where she pl ays
"The d ass Slipper Rag.”

Her stonping feet and flying fingers dazzle Carrie,
Desdenona, Johnny, Sadie, and Violetta...who try to watch
fromthe w ngs.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

The man fromthe Harrison Street Pub | ooks inpressed, along
with nost of the custonmers at the | ower |evel

MAN
(to those around him
Didn't | tell you? She's burnin
this place up

Rudy noves as if to stand up...but he settles for tapping his
feet to the beat, a |la Theda.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - NI GHT

When "The d ass Slipper Rag" ends, strong appl ause breaks
out...and Ruth, Narvin Ray, Josiah, Elner, and Cint give
Cynthia a standi ng ovati on.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Cynthia waves to the still-cheering crowd, then bows.

Martin jogs to center stage, where he neets Cynthi a.
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MARTI N
(into m ke)
Let's hear it once nore for Cynthia
Har non!

The appl ause heats up...and Cynthia bows again.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Stay right there, M ss Harnon.

Cynt hi a nods.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
(into m ke)
Let's bring all the other acts back
out here!

Under audi ence cheers, Desdenona, Em |, Johnny, Mario, Sadie,
and Violetta conme back out to flank Cynthia and Martin.

Booker, Carrie, Daisy, Eadw na, Frederick, Lincoln, and
Washi ngton find their way back onto the stage and round out
t he contestant group around Martin.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
(into m ke)
If you're just tuning into WCX
you've just m ssed a trenmendous
Hal | oneen tal ent show here at the
Ci nderella Theater!

The entee and the contestants soak up the crowd appl ause.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
To entice nore perfornmers to enter
t he contest, two new prizes have
been added...so that ten dollars
will no longer be the grand pri ze.

Contestants eyebal | each other...audi ence nenbers gasp.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Ten dollars is nowthe third
prize...along with a weekend
engagenent here at the Cinderella.

Cynthia and her three cousins | ook shocked.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Qur third-place w nner
tonight...Carrie, Daisy, and
Eadwi na...the Wodbury Sisters!
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Wil e the custoners appl aud, Eadwi na, Carrie, and Dai sy
stroll toward Martin...who hands Carrie an envel ope that
houses the third-place noney.

CARRI E
(accepting the | oot)
Thank you so nmuch, M. Sal sness.

DAl SY
Pl easure to be here.

Dai sy, Carrie, and a gl um Eadwi na shake hands with Martin. As
the crowd cheers and the Sisters Wodbury return to their old
spot onstage. ..

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT
... Theda, Rudy, Puni, Louis, and Clara clap their hands raw.

And Seth and Jerone nod in enthusiasm..while they continue
to hold an angry Johnanne down.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Cynthia and a few other perforners congratul ate Eadw na,
Dai sy, and Carrie.

MARTI N
Qur second-place act will receive
twenty dollars...and a five-night
engagenent here at the Cinderella
Theat er.

The remai ni ng seven acts | ook at each other.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Let's congratul ate our second-pl ace
wi nner . .. Booker, Frederick,
Li ncol n, and Washington...the
Tucker Brot hers!

Mouths fly open all over the place as appl ause breaks out
agai n...and Washi ngton, Lincoln, Frederick, and Booker jog
toward Martin, who gi ves Booker an envelope with the second-
pl ace noney.

BOCKER
(accepts the dough)
WOW Thanks!

FREDERI CK
M. Sal sness, we didn't expect to
be here. ..
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LI NCOLN
But we're glad to be here tonight.

WASHI NGTON
Thank you for this chance!

The Brothers Tucker shake hands with Martin (and set off
gasps from the nonet hel ess-appl audi ng crowd) .

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - NI GHT
Narvin Ray and his CCD cohorts don't gasp.
He and his costumed buddies cheer wldly.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Li ncol n, Frederick, Washington, and Booker wal k back to their
previ ous spot onstage...and earn kudos from ot her perforners.

MARTI N
(into m ke)
And now, | adies and
gentlemen...it's tinme to announce
our grand-prize winner...the w nner
of thirty dollars and a full week
here at the Ci nderell a.

The crowd buzzes...so do the other six acts.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
The wi nner of the Cinderella
Theater's first annual Hal |l oween
talent showis...

Sadi e and Violetta | ook at Mario...Mario eyeballs
Cynthia...Cynthia turns to Em |, who | ooks at Johnny.

And Johnny waves at a shruggi ng Desdenona.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Cynt hi a Har non!

The audi ence goes wild as Cynthia approaches Martin, who
hands her an envelope that's got the thirty bucks in it.

MARTI N ( CONT' D)
Congratul ati ons, M ss Harnon! G eat
j ob tonight!

CYNTHI A
(accepts the noney)
Wl |, thank you, M. Sal sness.
( MORE)
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CYNTHI A( CONT' D)

It's just a pleasure to be up here
and perform al ongsi de these great
acts.

Dai sy, Carrie, Johnny, and Booker nod.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Any one of the other acts could ve
won toni ght.

The stagehand enters with a silver cup. He hands it to
Martin, who presents the cup to Cynthia while the now
awest ruck stagehand backs his way off the stage.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Seth nods in agreement with Cynthia, who accepts the cup from
t he enctee.

Jerone and his mal e agents watch in pride...but Johnanne
| ooks fit to be tied.

MARTIN (Q. S.)
M ss Harnon, this silver cup is
enbl emati c of your success in this
year's tal ent show.

CYNTH A (O S.)
Thank you...thank you so very nuch.

J OHNANNE
Seth, Jerone, | need to fix ny
st ocki ngs. Let ne go!

Jerone and Seth eyebal |l each other

JEROVE
Al'l right, Johnanne. Go ahead.

VWiile Martin and Cynthia AD LIB, Johnanne westles herself
away from Seth and Jerome, stops in the mddle of the aisle,
and...pulls a snubnose from her stocking.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Mari o (sonehow) watches Johnanne ai m her snubnose at the
Ci nderel | a stage.

MARI O
LOCK QUT!!

Johnanne fires at Cynthia...fifteen people scurry.

She continues to fire at (and m ss) her niece.
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Washi ngt on, Sadi e, Eadw na, Daisy, Carrie, and Booker barely
make it to safety behind the three upright pianos.

Johnanne enpties her gun...but not before she kills
Johnny...and Em|...and Martin.

Cynt hi a, Desdenona, Frederick, Lincoln, Mario, and Violetta
sprint toward the w ngs.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

When they realize Johnanne nmeans busi ness, Seth and Jerone
grab her by the arns.

SETH
DROP THE GUN

Johnanne t hrows her snubnose down.

Custoners sprint out of the theater...C yde and Abe assi st
Jeronme and Seth

JEROVE
(to Abe and d yde)
G ab her |egs!

The stagehand and AN USHER hurry toward the front row as Abe
and Clyde grasp the still-angry Johnanne's | egs. Jerone and
Seth continue to hold Cynthia's aunt by the arns.

STAGEHAND
What the hell happened?
USHER
Let's go to the office and find

out .

The stagehand pi cks up Johnanne's snubnose and the usher
grabs the killer's purse fromoff the floor.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER OFFI CE - NI GHT

Johnanne and Seth sit in the only two chairs in this
cluttered, alnost-cozy space.

Jerone, theater manager HERSCHEL GLOVER (40s), and PHILLIP
SPI NNER (30s; a police officer) hover over them
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HERSCHEL
(to Johnanne)
You know, we have several other
wi t nesses that saw you shoot down
those three perforners...l mean two
performers and an entee!

J OHNANNE

And | wanted to bunp off the
Wi nner...ny stuck-up niece!

(smi rking)
Speaking of winners...wll | get
out intime to see Any Lowel |l when
she conmes to Orchestra Hall next
January?

Jerone shakes his head "no."

PH LLI P
She' Il have to visit you...at the
state penitentiary.

JEROVE
And it's all because | fell for the
"I need to fix nmy stockings" trick.

SETH
Vwell, | did, too, Jeronel!
HERSCHEL

This theater's been in business for
nine nonths now...and this had to
happen!

Four sets of eyes stare at Johnanne.

HERSCHEL ( CONT' D)
Instead of great entertai nment, our
t heater's gonna be known for three
peopl e dead...and dead air on WCX!

PHI LLI P
Four, M. d over.

Phillip grabs a towel fromthe desk. He opens the towel and
reveal s...Johnanne's swi tchbl ade.

PH LLI P ( CONT' D)
M's. Wodbury, the stagehand on
duty tonight found this swtchbl ade
in the orchestra pit.
(shows knife to Johnanne)
( MORE)
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PHI LLI P( CONT' D)

This is the knife that was found in
James Del ahanty's chest.

Her schel snmacks his own forehead.

JEROVE
The orchestra | eader.

PHI LLI P
(zeroes in on Johnanne)
Know anyt hi ng about this knife?

J CHNANNE
Oficer Phillip...l was just trying
out for the 1928 A ynpi cs.

Nobody cracks a smle...except Johnanne.

Jeronme and Phillip trade places as the latter folds the knife
back inside the towel.

JEROVE
You know what, Johnanne Fel ton
Wbodbury? Your blind jeal ousy
br ought you herel!

Johnanne rises up to slap Jerone...but points to himinstead.

J OHNANNE
DON' T EVER USE THE NAME " FELTON'
AGAI NI

SETH

Johnanne, your husband's been dead
for two years. What's wong with
usi ng your mai den nane?

J OHNANNE
(sits back down)
It was ny sister's naiden nane,
t oo!

Set h | ooks i ncredul ous.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT
A few contestants shed tears in an otherw se quiet space.

Mar ki ngs outline the spots where Martin, Johnny, and Eml
passed away.

Mari o, Violetta, Cynthia, Desdenona, Frederick, and Lincoln
energe fromthe wings to join (and enbrace) their fell ow
survi vi ng hopeful s.
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CYNTH A
(to her cousins)
I"mglad you're all right.

CARRI E
Cynthia...l"mso glad you're al
right, too.

DAl SY
Me, too.

EADW NA
(noddi ng)
Congratul ati ons on your w n.

The stagehand returns to the platform..and watches Carrie,
Cynt hia, Daisy, and Eadw na form a group hug.

STAGEHAND
Contestants...it's now safe for you
to | eave.

Some perforners breathe relief.

STAGEHAND ( CONT' D)
The suspect is no longer in the
bui I di ng.

MARI O
Good.

Dai sy, Cynthia, Carrie, and Eadwi na break their enbrace.
Dai sy and Carrie slowy nod.

EADW NA
(shakes Cynthia's hand)
I know you' ve got sone cel ebrating
to do with your friends.

CYNTH A
Vel l...uh..

DAl SY
W'l be all right.

CYNTHI A
Eadwi na...you and Daisy and Carrie
have cel ebrating to do, too.
Cynthia's three cousins eyeball each other.

CARRI E
Maybe we do..



DAl SY
But it doesn't invol ve hooch.

The foursone break out in |aughter.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOBBY - N GHT

Cint, Elnmer, Josiah, Narvin Ray, and Ruth wait near the
concessi on st and.

RUTH
Josiah...just give Cynthia a few
nore mnutes. She'll be here.
JOSI AH
kay, Ruth.
CLI NT

Narvin, you really cleaned up
tonight...especially with those
Tucker Brothers.

NARVI N RAY
Thanks.

El ner and Narvin Ray shake hands.

NARVI N RAY ( CONT' D)
Yeah. ..that business class where we
wer e supposed to find some people
and nmentor themreally paid off.

Abe and Clyde enter the | obby...and find the quintet.

ELMER
That Desdenona Smith woul d be a
great sol o perforner.

ABE
(eyebal I'i ng El ner)
You got that right!

ELMER
Are you sure she's only thirteen?

CLYDE
Narvin Ray McKinley...you re just
t he young man we wanna see.

Narvin Ray's jaw drops.

89.
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CLYDE ( CONT' D)
W' ve now got an opening at the
Johnson Agency.

NARVI N RAY
Well, M. Spears...l wasn't |ooking
to be a janitor, but if--

CLYDE
No, no, no, no, no!

ABE
(pointing to Narvin Ray)
Cynthia told nme and dyde you're
gonna graduate from CCD this June.

Fi ve young sets of eyes |light up.
ABE ( CONT' D)

We'd Iike you to join the Johnson

Agency after you cone out of CCD

CLYDE
As an agent, Narvin Ray! An agent!

Narvi n Ray | ooks stunned.

ABE
You' d be making history.
Josiah, Ruth, Cint, and Elmer AD LIB a still-shocked Narvin
Ray into an answer.
NARVI N RAY
Sign ne up!
Cheers break out...just as Cynthia arrives in the | obby.
JOSI AH

Cynt hia, neet the Johnson Agency's
newest agent...Narvin Ray MKinl ey!

CYNTHI A
Congr at ul ati ons!

The cheers grow in intensity.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
(shakes Narvin Ray's hand)
As long as you don't carry a
swi t chbl ade |i ke Aunt Johnanne,
you' Il be all right!
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NARVI N RAY
| can't even stand sw t chbl ades!

The cheers turn into | aughs.

EXT. HARRI SON STREET PUB - NI GHT

SOVE CUSTOMERS wait outside for the front door to open.
I NT. HARRI SON STREET PUB BARRCOM - NI GHT

TH'S PLACE | S PACKED

At the tables, folks (some in Halloween outfits) drink Cokes
or near beer or fake whiskey.

Behi nd the bar, Wnky washes gl asses while he gabs with
Aint, Cynthia, Elnmer, Josiah, Narvin Ray, and Ruth...all on
the other side of the bar, where they nurse Cokes.

NARVI N RAY
Ruth, that was really clever of you
and the guys to sneak up to the
bal cony in costunes.

RUTH
(beam ng)
Vll, | figured: "If we're gonna
see Cynthia and her cousins
perform there's no need to break
up the gang.”

Those who flank Ruth pat her on the back.

W NKY
Cynt hia, show 'em your silver cup

Cynthia holds up her silver cup for all to see.
Resul t: Cheers. .. appl ause.

CLI NT
(to Cynthia)
You did it...you beat the odds. You
lived to tell about being a
contestant in the C nderella
Theater tal ent show.

RUTH
(pointing to Cynthia)
What's nore, you won the
t hi ng. .. hands down!
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Johnanne's niece is all smles.

ELVER
You know ne...I'lIl drink to that!

El mer downs his cola, then turns to W nky.

ELMER ( CONT' D)
Uh...can | get a double, please?

W NKY
You sure can!

Wnky pulls out a second glass; he fills that and Elner's
first glass with Coke.

ELMER
Thanks agai n!

El mer grabs both gl asses and sips from each.

JOSI AH
Cynt hi a. .. have you thought about
what you're gonna do with the noney
you' ve just won?

Si x expectant sets of eyes gaze at Cynthia.

CYNTHI A
| don't really know. ..I've never
real ly thought about that.
(takes a sip)
Maybe make a down paynent on a set
of druns...maybe do sonething to
hel p nmy cousins...

Those fl anking Cynthia and Josi ah | ean cl oser.
I NT. CARRI E' S/ DAl SY' S/ EADW NA' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Daisy lifts barbells as Eadwi na and Carrie sit on the bottom
bunk bed.

Carrie studies sheet nusic...Eadw na buries her head in her
own hands and tries to |l ean on the bed.

Dai sy sets her barbells down...

DAl SY
W nna, are you gonna be okay?

...and kneels next to her little sister.
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DAl SY ( CONT' D)
You |l ook |like you fell off a can of
Cl abber G rl baking powder...and
dropped the plate of biscuits, to
boot .

Eadwi na sits up opennout hed, wi pes a tear from her eye, and
| ooks at Dai sy.

EADW NA
The three of us went to the theater
with a nother...and now, we're back
hone wi t hout a not her.

CARRI E
W had a nother...until Pa died.

EXT. DETRO T PCLI CE HEADQUARTERS - NI GHT

A few cars tool down Beaubien Street in front of this already-
i coni c seven-story structure.

I NT. DETRO T PCLI CE HEADQUARTERS | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - NI GHT

Phillip and DPD detective GROVER STREET (30s) hover over a
seated Johnanne in this smallish space.

GROVER
M ss Fel ton--

Johnanne grow s.

GROVER ( CONT' D)
Ms. Wodbury...we know you kil led
four people, none of themthe one
you wanted to kill.

JOHNANNE
Yep.

PHI LLI P
Detective Street wants to know why.

G over nods at Phillip.
PH LLI P ( CONT' D)

And so do I...straight.
J OHNANNE
Vell, it all started back hone in

Overl and Park, Kansas...
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Grover...mybe you better sit down
for this.
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GROVER
Uh. . . okay.
LATER
G over's, Johnanne's, and Phillip's seats barely fit inside
this office.
J OHNANNE
| hated ny sister Eleanor. She'd
al ways had it better than ne.
G over takes notes while Phillip sips froma coffee cup.

GROVER
Did you try to kill her?

J OHNANNE
Lots of tinmes! Matter of fact, she
had a better nane than ne.

PH LLIP
Huh?

J OHNANNE
After El eanor cane along, ny ma and
pa wanted a son. They were gonna
nane hi m John...but instead of
calling nme Jane, they gave ne this
nane |'mstuck wth.

GROVER
| still think your name is
beauti ful .

Phillip glowers at G over.

J OHNANNE
Anyway, we both left the famly
farmon the outskirts of Overland
Park in 1901...and we both caught a
train right here to Detroit. And we
fought on the train

GROVER
Uh huh.



95.

J OHNANNE
I was | ooking for a husband...she
was | ooking for a job in the
aut onobi | e industry...and had the
nerve to tell ne: "Johnanne, |'l]|
| ook for a husband | ater!"

Phillip watches Grover slide into a stupor.
PHI LLI P
Stay awake!
GROVER
Phil, I"'mtrying!

G over's notes are a ness!

J OHNANNE
Anyway, | had to kill Cynthia
because she di sobeyed ne. | told

her not to go to the Cinderella
Theat er tonight.

GROVER
(to Phillip)
You did tell ne she said that.
J OHNANNE
And | still needed to make Cynthia

pay for |aying some horsefeathers
on ny ol dest daughter Carrie when
they both were little.

Phillip and Grover eyeball each other in victory.
I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLOR - N GHT
Carrie reads today's "Detroit Free Press"” while in Johnanne's

favorite chair, Daisy sits at the piano and lifts dunbbells,
and a now happy Eadwi na studi es sheet nusic fromthe sofa.

Three gl asses of | enonade rest on the coffee table.

CARRI E
What do you think we oughta do with
the ten bucks we won tonight?

EADW NA
(puts nusic on table)
How many cigars will ten bucks buy?



96.

DAl SY
Eadwi na, Carrie neans we oughta buy
sonmething all three of us can
real ly use.

The Whodbury Sisters (Carrie with her paper in tow and Dai sy
down to one dunbbell) grab their |enonade gl asses and sip.

CARRI E
Anyway, | saw this ad in the "Free
Press” where S.S. Kresge's got
har noni cas on sal e.

DAl SY
VWi ch one?

CARRI E
| assune- -

The front door opens...and Cynthia wal ks through.
Her three cousins cheer thensel ves hoarse.
CARRI E ( CONT' D)

Cynthia...what do you think we
shoul d do?

CYNTHI A
Well, there's one thing | should
do. ..

DAl SY
Have a seat, Cynthia. 1'll grab you

a gl ass of |enonade.

EADW NA
(gesturing to Cynthia)
Any seat you |ike.

Wil e Daisy enters the kitchen to pour a glass of | enopnade,
Cynthia goes to the sofa.

CYNTHI A
(sitting down)
Carrie, while I was on ny way hone,
| got to thinking about the tinme we
were both ten...and each of us sang
a song and played it on the piano
at Ma's and Pa's house.

Carrie's nod is ever-so-sl ow
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CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
And | made fun of you because you
fluffed a few notes.

CARRI E
Cynthi a. ..

CYNTHI A
Ma gave ne a good tal king-to about
that...even if Aunt Johnanne went
to war with Ma about that.

Dai sy returns with the glass of | enpbnade. She hands the gl ass
to Cynthia...who places it on the coffee table.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Thanks, Dai sy.

DAl SY
You' re wel cone.

CYNTH A
(standi ng up)
Carrie...l hunbly apol ogi ze for
what | put you through.

Carrie and Cynthia saunter toward each other.

CARRI E
Cynthia, you' ve already
apol ogi zed...and | still forgive

you.
Cynthia and Carrie engage in the warnmest of hugs.
CYNTHI A
I don't want anything to cone
bet ween us...all four of us.
Eadwi na and Dai sy turn the enbrace into a group hug.
EADW NA
I've got an idea for another
song. .
EXT. WOODBURYS' HOUSE - DAY

TWO CHI LDREN ride bikes on this nice first Novenber Monday.
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I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLCR - DAY

Carrie (with her banjo), Cynthia (at the piano), Daisy
(hol ding a two-foot harnonica), and Eadwi na (tronbone in tow)
tune up.

Cynthia's cousins use nusic stands that house a new
conposi tion each.

CYNTHI A
Daisy, I'mglad you' re bringing in
a mouth harp...especially that two-
footer.

DAl SY
Thanks. We can al ways use sone
extra bottom

EADW NA
And Cynthia, |I'mglad that you
insisted all four of us contribute
lyrics.

CARRI E
Vell, I"'mready to get started on
"Not hi ng Can Tear Us Apart."

Cynthia gives a downbeat before she and Dai sy play a bl uesy
eight-bar intro. A four-bar vanp brings Carrie and Eadwi na in
with their instrunents.

CYNTHI A
(during the vanp)
Eadwi na, why don't you sing the
first verse?

Eadwi na nods at Cynthi a.
EADW NA
We fought so hard to get
t oget her,/ Share our |ove in any
ki nda weat her./We- -

A KNOCK on the front door ends the foursome's jam session

CARRI E
(sets her banjo down)
I"ve got it.

Eadwi na, Cynthia, and Dai sy abandon their instruments and
follow Carrie to the front door

Carrie opens the door...and reveals CECH LI A WLLOUGHBY (40s).
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CARRI E ( CONT' D)
Cone in. What can we do for you?

CECI LI A
I"'mMs. Cecilia WIIoughby...from
the state wel fare departnent.

Cynthia gestures Cecilia inside.

DAl SY
It's okay, Ms. WII|oughby. Have a
seat .

As Cecilia takes a seat at the sofa, Daisy, Carrie, and
Cynthia slowy nod before they find places to sit.

And Eadwi na | ooks nortified.

DAl SY ( CONT' D)
Eadwi na. .. make yourself
confortabl e.

EADW NA
| can't! She's here to split up the
act!

Four young nouths fly open. Eadw na covers her own nout h.

CYNTHI A
(to Cecilia)
You nust've listened to the tal ent
show they held at the Cinderella
Theater |ast Friday night.

CECI LI A
| did...right down to the dead air
over WCX.

Eadwi na sits down at last...at the piano.

CECI LI A ( CONT' D)
The point is: | came here to inform
you that your maternal grandparents
from Overl and Park, Kansas, have
been inforned that your nother has
been charged with the nurder of
four people at the Cinderella.

CYNTHI A
Aunt Johnanne in ny case.
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CECI LI A
And right now, she's in the Wayne
County Jail awaiting trial.

EADW NA
That's for sure.

CECI LI A
And your maternal grandparents have
di scussed gai ni ng custody of Daisy
and Eadwi na.

Dead sil ence takes over.

CECI LI A (CONT' D)
Actually...all four of you

Carrie shakes her head "no."

CECI LI A ( CONT' D)
A father figure and a nother
figure...l mean a grandfather
figure and a grandnot her figure.

CARRI E
Ms. WIIloughby...would it help to
say that this norning, the
C nderella Theater offered ne a job
as one of its organists? And that |
start tonight?

CYNTHI A
And that |1've got one year left to
go as a student at the College of
the Gty of Detroit?

DAl SY
(staring at Cecilia)
You see, Cynthia's a fantastic
student at CCD...and she's already
| aunched her own vaudeville career.

CARRI E
Eadwi na, Dai sy, and | have gotten
our own separate vaudeville career
off the ground. W're a trio.

Cecilia nods slowy...Eadw na | ooks nortified.
DAl SY

Anyway...Ms. WII|oughby, | turned
sevent een on Septenber fifteenth.
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CARRI E
Wuld it help if | nentioned that
"Il be twenty one on January
first, 19257

Carrie studies Cecilia's smrk.

EADW NA
It's the truth, Ms. WII oughby!

CYNTHI A
"Il also turn twenty one next
year...on April eleventh.

CECI LI A
Carrie...are you certain you can
handl e the responsibilities
expected fromthe head of a
househol d?

Dai sy, Eadw na, and Cynthia point to Carrie while all four
eyebal I Cecili a.

DAl SY
Carrie's proven nore responsible
than Ma, that's for sure.

CARRI E
For two years, | was a receptioni st
at the Johnson Agency...and |
| earned to put my earnings in a
savi ngs account.

CYNTHI A
Aunt Johnanne took Carrie's first
paycheck and went to Foley's on
Wodward and spent it on
cigars...by the box.

CECI LI A
Junpi ng frogs!

CARRI E
Wl |, anyway...Ma never got hold of
nmy paychecks agai n.

Eadwi na junps off the piano bench.

EADW NA
Ms. WIIoughby...do you realize
what it'd nean if the four of us
had to nove to Kansas?
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CECI LI A
A nore stable situation.

EADW NA
I'"d have to switch fromcigars to

pi pes!
Cecilia' s nouth hangs open...Eadw na covers her own.

CYNTHI A
Both Grandpa Felton and G andma
Fel t on snoke pi pes.

Cecilia rests her chin on her fists.

EXT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER - NI GHT

A line of PECPLE forms in front of the theater.
I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT
CUSTOVERS occupy three out of every four seats.

The crowd enjoys A SILENT FILM ("THE FAM LY SECRET") ... and
this tine, Carrie (at the organ; it's off to the side
onstage) provides the nusic.

The remai ni ng menbers of the small orchestra fromthe tal ent
show fidget fromthe pit as they (try to) watch the novie.

Theda, Rudy, Puni, Louis, and Clara don't fidget...and
nei ther does O ara's husband SHERVAN SCHOOLMASTER (50s).

CLARA
Sherman, you're in for a
treat...wait "til the organist's
two sisters conme out to perform
al ongsi de her.

SHERMVAN
I hope you're right, Cara, dear.

PUNI
(to Sher man)
Take it fromnme: Cara's right.
I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER BALCONY - NI GHT

Desdenona and parents MOSES and M R AM SM TH (bot h 40s) watch
the novie...and Carrie.
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MOSES
Desdenona. ..you sure you really
wanna be an organ pl ayer?

DESDEMONA
| sure am sure, Daddy.

Sadie and Violetta (in nmen's suits, hats, and fake beards)
slide into the two enpty seats next to the Smths.

M Rl AM
Are you really sure?
DESDEMONA
Mama, |'ve got ny mnd nade up.

Desdenona turns to Violetta and Sadi e.

DESDEMONA ( CONT' D)
Oh, hi! | renenber you two fromthe
tal ent show

The two secretaries rip the bogus beards fromtheir faces.

SADI E
(shakes Desdenpna's hand)
G ad to see you again...glad you
weren't fooled by our fake beards.

VI CLETTA
It was the only way Sadie and |
could conme up here and sit
al ongsi de you.
Vi ol etta shakes Desdenpna's hand as Mriam | ooks anused.
I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT

Now t he novi e ENDS...the audi ence claps its approval...the
screen di sappears.

The same three upright pianos fromthe talent show stand on
the stage (as does an upright fromthe 1920-24 period).

And the hammers on all pianos stand exposed.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Carrie sprints fromthe Mghty Wirlitzer to the 1920s pi ano
and Dai sy energes from backstage and sits at the 1890s pi ano.

Eadwi na runs from backstage to sit at the 1900s upri ght.
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The Whodbury Sisters eyeball each other before they bang out
a fast-paced "Yes! W Have No Bananas."

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Clara's ecstatic...Sherman | ooks stunned.

CLARA
This is what you m ssed on
Hal | oween.

SHERMVAN

Wiy in the world did | have to
becone a fireman?

In the front row Abe, Cecilia, dint, dyde, Cynthia, El ner,
Her schel , Jerone, Josiah, Ruth, Seth, and...Narvin Ray.

Al twelve | ook gl eeful.
I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Eadwi na (on tronbone), Daisy (at the 1910s piano), and Carrie
(who strums her banjo) wap up a rollicking version of "Say
It with Music."

The smal |l orchestra backs up the Wodbury Sisters. And this
time, the conductor is...none other than...PEGGY-JEAN "BABY
PEGGY" MONTGOVERY (6)!

Somehow, all the rmusicians nmake it work..

I NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWER LEVEL - NI GHT

...and the audience roars its approval.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

As the applause dies, Carrie noves to a center mke.

CARRI E
(into m ke)
Thank you so very nuch, |adies and
gent | emen!

Eadwi na and Dai sy stroll to center stage to flank Carrie.

DAl SY
(into m ke)
And now...we'd |ike to introduce
toni ght's guest conductor...star of
screen...here to pronote the
picture you just saw. ..
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EADW NA
(into m ke)
Baby Peggy!
The custoners register shock that norphs into total approval.

EADW NA ( CONT' D)
C non up and take a bow, Peggy!

Wen Baby Peggy saunters onto the stage to bow al ongsi de the
Si sters Wodbury, the appl ause heats up.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Jeronme, Narvin Ray, Clyde, and Abe congratul ate Seth.

JEROVE
You did it!

SETH
Wll...it was a nonth later than
prom sed. ..

ABE
But you did it, you ol' son of a
gun!

A smling Seth nods.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Eadwi na sits at the 1890s upright, Daisy takes to the 1900s
pi ano, and Carrie addresses the crowmd fromthe center m ke.

CARRI E
Dai sy, Eadwi na, and | wouldn't be
up here tonight if it weren't for
this next performer we'd like to
bring up here tonight.

Carrie catches the hopeful |ook of sonme front-row occupants.

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
Ladi es and gentlenen, it's our
pl easure to introduce...our
cousi n. .. Cynt hia Harnon!

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Appl ause breaks out again while a shocked Cynthia heads for
t he G nderella stage.
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JOSI AH
Go get 'em Cynthial

The two | overs wave at one anot her.
I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT
Cynthia neets Carrie at the center mke...both hug.

CARRI E
Cynthia...thank you so very nuch.

CYNTHI A
Thank you, Carrie Jeanne!

CARRI E
I know all four of us are ready to
really kick sone splinters...as
| ong as you call the tune.

Dai sy and Eadwi na watch Carrie and Cynthia banter.

CYNTHI A
Uh...let's see...how about "That
ad Gang of M ne?"

CARRI E
That's a pl an!

Armin arm the two twenty-year-olds stroll to the two
unoccupi ed pianos. Carrie gestures Cynthia to a seat at the
1910s upright, then seats herself at the 1920s upri ght.

The four cousins' "That O d Gang of M ne" opens with a
treacly chorus...that leads to a fast-paced first verse.

I NT. CI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Clara, Louis, and Sherman snap their fingers to the beat.
Theda cl aps to the cadence...Puni bobs her head to the
nmusi c...and Rudy dances in his seat.

RUDY
Sorry...l just can't help it.

THEDA
It's okay, Rudy.

LOU S
That does it!

And Louis dances in his own seat!
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EXT. WAYNE COUNTY JAIL - N GHT
A form dabl e-1 ooking granite buil di ng downt own.
I NT. WAYNE COUNTY JAIL CELL - N GHT

Johnanne shares a cell wi th BRUNHI LDE STEI NER (30s), a
mountain of a woman. Both sit on a bed.

J OHNANNE
So...Brunhilde...you re here on
account of bootl egging.

BRUNHI LDE
And | killed soneone. Wth ny bare
hands.

Johnanne's nouth drops open.

BRUNHI LDE ( CONT' D)
He wanted all the hooch to hinself.
| don't work that way.
(points to Johnanne)
Now you gotta tell ne why you're
her e.

J OHNANNE
(nods with a grin)
I killed four people at the
Ci nderella Theater on Hal | oween.

Brunhil de rises up fromthe bed.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
| needed to pick off my niece...but
she's too damm sl i ppery.

Johnanne catches Brunhil de's incredul ous | ook.

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
| told her not to go to the
t heater.

Now Br unhi | de chases Johnanne around the cell

JOHNANNE ( CONT' D)
I told Cynthia she wasn't gonna
live to tell about entering that
tal ent show.

BRUNHI LDE
You' d kill your own flesh and bl ood
over a talent show?
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Brunhi | de swi ngs for Johnanne's head...only to m ss.
Johnanne goes after Brunhilde's head...and m sses.
Brunhil de pins the fornmer theatrical agent to the wall.

BRUNHI LDE ( CONT' D)
You selfish little...l heard
Cynthia on the radi o on Hal | oween.
(strengthens her grip)
She's got the goods!

Johnanne fights Brunhilde's grip and escapes fromit...but
not for |ong.

Brunhi | de pins Johnanne to the wall again.

BRUNHI LDE ( CONT' D)
AND DON' T YOU FORGET | T!

J OHNANNE
GET. .. OFF. .. VE!

But Brunhil de shakes her head "no."

EXT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER - NI GHT

Snow marches through Detroit on this m d-Decenber Sunday.
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOBBY - N GHT

Cynthia (back in her tuxedo) and Josi ah hold hands not far
fromthe concession stand as CUSTOVERS (bundl ed up for
winter) nmake their way into the theater

She cl utches her banjo case with her free hand.

JOSI AH
Cynthia...l hope you don't end up
dr oppi ng out of CCD and...

CYNTHI A
| hear what you nean, Josiah. And |
don't know how Eadw na woul d take
it...she wouldn't take it if she
and Daisy and Carrie and | couldn't
per form t oget her.

Josiah nods with a snile.
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JOSI AH
Yeah. Last tine we were here, you
four cousins had a...you were the
berri es!

CYNTHI A
And you're the berries, too...and
what ever happens to me and ny
cousins, it's no good if you're not
init with us.

Cynthia puts her banjo case between her |legs...then she and
Josi ah hug and ki ss.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

The stage is set up the sane way as during the Wodbury
Sisters' stand here...except the harpsichord is back.

In fact, Cynthia plays that harpsichord as she turns "You
Tell Her- | Stutter” (or a simlar novelty) into a
rol I'i cking, freewheeling instrunental

That smal| orchestra gives Cynthia nusical support fromthe
pit...with dint as tonight's guest conductor.

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT

Seth, Herschel, Jerone, Abe, Narvin Ray, Ruth, Elner, Cyde
Josiah, and Cecilia watch fromthe front row

This tine, Violetta, Sadie, Desdenpbna, Mriam WNMoses, Carrie,
Dai sy, and Eadwi na (the last three in tuxedos!) join them

Behind the eighteen of them Louis, Mrio, Rudy, Theda, Puni,
Cl ara, Sherman, and OTHER PEOPLE fill up half the remaining
seats. (And everybody enjoys the show)

I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT

Cynt hi a abandons the harpsichord to pick up her banjo...to
pluck out the next verse and the ensuing chorus.

She pounds a chorus on the 1910s upright before taking to the
theater's Mghty Wirlitzer for a final chorus or two.

Result: Strong, strong appl ause.
LATER
The orchestra jans in the background as Cynthia beconmes a tap

dancer...who matches steps with Booker, Frederick, Lincoln,
and Washi ngt on.
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| NT. Cl NDERELLA THEATER LOWNER LEVEL - N GHT
Mario turns to Louis.

MARI O
That does it...I"m gonna take up
tap danci ng. O sonet hi ng.

LOUI S
I want to join you

Around them the |ower |evel breaks into pandenoni um
I NT. ClI NDERELLA THEATER STAGE - N GHT
Cynthia stands front and center.

CYNTHI A
(into m ke)
Let's hear it for the Tucker
Brothers! Wren't they great?

She eyebal s all those keyboard instruments behind her as
appl ause for the Tuckers breaks out.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)

Let's see: A Mghty
Wirlitzer...four pianos...a
har psi chor d.

(wal ks around st age)
I"ve got an idea: My cousins...the
Wodbury Sisters...are here. Let's
bring 'em up!

Appl ause fires up as Dai sy, Eadwina, and Carrie strut to the
Ci nderella platformand gather around Cynthi a.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Last time they were here, they tore
this place up

The crowd' s kudos heat up.
EADW NA
(into m ke)
No reason for the four of us to hog
all the fun

A grinning Cynthia nods.
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CARRI E
Wnna's right about that.
Desdenpna. .. Sadie...Violetta...conme
on up!

Under strong cheering, Violetta, Desdenpbna, and Sadi e cone
onstage to join their fell ow keyboard pl ayers.

But Dai sy | ooks worried.

DAl SY
Si x keyboards for seven keyboard
pl ayers. ..
(heads of f st age)
Be right back
LATER
The stagehand and Dai sy nuscle a reed organ onto the stage.

When the amazed stagehand exits, Daisy takes a seat at the
reed organ, Violetta goes to the harpsichord, Eadw na sits at
t he 1920s pi ano, and Sadie takes to the 1910s pi ano.

It's Carrie at the 1900s upright, Cynthia at the 1890s pi ano,
and. .. Desdenpbna at the theater pipe organ.

CYNTHI A
Wo'd like to call the tune?

Dead silence...for a few seconds.
DESDEMONA

Hey, everybody! Let's do "Twelfth

Street Rag!"
General agreenent reigns onstage.
Desdenona receives a cue fromher fellow nusicians to start
the tune; after her intro, all seven perforners take "Twelfth
Street Rag" for a rollicking ride.
The front-row occupants go w | d!
EXT. WOODBURYS' HOUSE - DAY
Snow cover bl ankets the Motor Gity.
I NT. WOODBURYS' KI TCHEN - DAY

Cynthia, Daisy, Carrie, and Eadwi na sit at the breakfast
tabl e, where they gobble and gab.
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CYNTHI A
G eat job l|ast night, everybody!

DAl SY
Wl l, you, too!

The four cousins click their mlk gl asses.

EADW NA
Cynthia...l want you to know
that...l"msorry | ever failed you

(pushes pl ate aside)
I"'msorry | ever thought of you as
just the help and not our cousin.

CYNTHI A
You' re very nuch forgiven, Eadw na.
(taking a bite)
And | want all three of you to know
that I'mvery proud of you, and--

A KNOCK on the front door interrupts Cynthia' s nmessage.

EADW NA
(rising fromtable)
I"ve got it!

ANOTHER KNOCK | eads to A STRONGER KNOCK
I NT. WOODBURYS' PARLCR - DAY

Eadwi na opens the door, and...Johnanne (in a wi nter coat over
her prison garb) barges in.

Carrie, Cynthia, and Daisy jog into the parlor.

J OHNANNE
(to her daughters)
CGET UPSTAI RS!
EADW NA
NO!
J OHNANNE

I SAID FOR YOU TO- -

CARRI E
W' re not going upstairs!

J OHNANNE
" myour nother! And you're gonna
do what | say!
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Johnanne runs to the closet to grab her rifle.

She ainms at Cynthia...but the rifle' s enpty...so Johnanne
cones at Cynthia and swings the rifle at her

Cynt hi a ducks...then grabs Johnanne's | egs and brings her
down whil e Dai sy, Eadw na, and Carrie converge upon Johnanne.

CYNTHI A
Somebody grab the rifle!

Dai sy snat ches the weapon from Johnanne and returns it to the
closet while Carrie and Eadw na hol d Johnanne's arns down.

CYNTHI A ( CONT' D)
Aunt Johnanne, all of us need to
get sonething straight! Ri ght now

Cynthia continues to hold Johnanne's | egs down; Dai sy
scurries to join her in pinning Johnanne down.

J OHNANNE
LET...ME .. GO

Johnanne strains to fight the quadruple hold...but her
daughters and ni ece continue to shackle her.

DAl SY
We spent too many years wat chi ng
you and Aunt El eanor constantly
fight and constantly bicker.

EADW NA
And we saw how it drove Pa away
from you!

CARRI E

And Ma, no matter how hard you try,
you're not gonna turn Cynthi a,

Dai sy, Eadwi na, and nme agai nst each
ot her!

CYNTH A
Anot her thing, Aunt Johnanne: |'ve
al ready apol ogi zed many tinmes to
Carrie for making fun of her.

PCLI CE SI RENS bl are outsi de the house.

CARRI E
And 1've already forgiven her!
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EADW NA
And that's the sober truth!

The five femal es HEAR several knocks on the front door.

CARRI E
|'ve got the door, Wnna.

Eadwi na grabs both of Johnanne's arnms as Carrie gets the
door. On the other side: TWO POLI CE OFFI CERS

CARRI E ( CONT' D)
Cone on in, Oficers. W're so gl ad
to see you.

OFFI CER #1
An all-points bulletin went out
when the warden at the Wayne County
Jai | found your nother had escaped.

OFFI CER #2
Someone tipped us off that M ss
Felton...Ms. Wodbury...m ght want
to come back here.

J OHNANNE
DAWN I'T...LET...ME. .

Cynt hia and her cousins rel ease Johnanne, who tries to sw ng
at them..but the two officers handcuff the former agent.

EXT. OLD WAYNE COUNTY BUI LDI NG - DAY

This ragtime-era structure features a pink granite base and a
tower that nmakes the place ook nore |ike a capitol building.

I NT. OLD WAYNE COUNTY BUI LDI NG - COURTROOM - DAY

A heavil y-shackl ed Johnanne sits across from parents ABI GAl L
and HOVER FELTON (both 70s) in A PACKED COURTROOM

Carrie, Cecilia, Cynthia, Daisy, and Eadw na sit between
Johnanne and her folks.

No Harnmon or Felton or Wodbury cracks a smle.

As he exam nes his papers, SALMON HALL (60s), the presiding
judge, grits his teeth.

SALMON
M ss Felton...

Johnanne gl owers.
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SALMON ( CONT' D)
M's. Wodbury...you had everything
going for you...only to throwit
all away. Your insane jeal ousy
brought you to this point.

In the back of the room Jerone nods.

SALMON ( CONT' D)
A jury of your peers finds you not
only guilty of the nurders of Janes
Del ahanty, Em | Filipski, John
Osternueller, and Martin
Sal sness. .. but also of escaping
fromthe Wayne County Jail

Homer and Abi gail shake their heads sideways.

SALMON ( CONT' D)
Four consecutive life
sentences...plus seven nore years.

HOVER
Johnanne, how could you do this?

Johnanne eyes Honer, exhales, and stares down at the fl oor.

SALMON
Plus: Effective Thursday, January
first, 1925, Carrie Wodbury
becones the | egal guardi an of
Cynt hi a Harnon, Dai sy Wodbury, and
Eadwi na Wodbury.

Cheers ring out...until Salnon gavels the crowd silent.
SALMON ( CONT' D)

I saw Cynthia and the Wodburys
perform..they're the berries.

The cheering kicks back in...and Cecilia and Abigail approach
t he four cousins.

GQUARDS | ead a gl um Johnanne out of the courtroomwhile she
| ooks back at Cynthia, her cousins, and her |over...along

with Abigail, Cecilia, and a Honer who rises to join them
Josiah joins the throng, too. He and Cynthia hug.

JOSI AH
Congratul ati ons on a new begi nni ng.
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CYNTHI A
Thanks, Josi ah.

It's kissing tine for the two | overs.

ABI GAI L
Good | uck, you four.

CECI LI A
Now that you're a famly, what wll
the four of you do to cel ebrate?
EADW NA
Vll...we're gonna take turns
cooki ng. ..and cl eaning...and...
FREEZE FRAME as Eadw na continues to expl ain.
FADE QUT.

THE END



