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FADE | N:

INT. THE VENDIGUM S CABI N - NI GHT

A cal endar countdown page on "12 days until Christnmas" hangs
agai nst a dark and ol d wood panel ed wal | .

As we get closer to the cal endar page, GROTESQUE MJUNCHI NG
and CRUNCHI NG noi ses can be heard.

The VENDI GUM appears, stepping in front of the wall to I ook
at the cal endar.

Adirty tattered boy, with pointed ears stands there mauling
at sonething like it's a chicken drunsti ck.

He takes the fleshy food out of his nmouth and draws a bl oody
cross through the cal endar page.

On a wor kbench behind him the aged pages of a big old
| eat her bound book start to flick through by thensel ves.

The Vendi gum appr oaches.

The book has stopped on an illustration of a young boy and
girl fighting over a nutcracker.

THE VENDI GUM
Naughty, naughty. ..

I NT. THE HAWKIN' S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

MRS HAWKIN is putting the last row of lights on the bare
Christmas tree setup in the w ndow bay.

10 year old LUCAS and 12 year old MOLLY sit on the rug in
front of it, rifling through the decorations.

MOLLY
Aaw, | found ny nutcracker
decorati on.

Lucas picks up a proper nutcracker and uses its nouth as a
puppet to say:

LUCAS
(putting on a voice)
Your nutcracker's stupid, it doesn't
even | ook |ike ne!



MOLLY
Stop it Lucas! You're stupid!

M's Hawkin gets ready by the plug socket.
MRS HAVWKI N
Stop it you two, it's Christmas, be
nice to each other. Ready?
She switches the tree lights on.

MRS HAVWKI N
Whooo! Right get decorating.

She swigs her wine and | eaves the room
Lucas unwaps a tree chocol ate and shoves it in his gob.
MOLLY
They're for the tree Lucas. They're
not all for you
LUCAS
(copying in a whiny voice)
They're for the tree Lucas!
He heads over to the tree to put up sone decorations.
Mol Iy just glares at himand foll ows.

She goes to put her nutcracker on a branch at the front and
Lucas tries to grab it from her.

LUCAS
No you can't put that there. That's
where |'mputting nmy star.
He tries to peel her grip off of it.

MOLLY
Stop it! You're going to ruin it!

LUCAS
It's stupid anyway!

He grabs the nutcracker and rips its head off.
A sarky little smrk creeps across his face.

Mol Iy raises her head fromthe broken nutcracker on the
floor to Lucas and glares at him

He doesn't | ook so sarky anynore.



She starts to nmove in on him

MOLLY
Boy are you gonna be sorry when The
Vendi gum cones for you.

LUCAS
There's no such thing as nonsters,
mum sai d so.

MOLLY
Oh yes there are and this one is one
of the nastiest and scariest and he's
gonna cone for you

Now Mol ly is the one smrKking.

BY THE FI REPLACE - SHORT TI ME LATER

Lucas and Molly sit in front of the beautiful CRACKLING fire
while eating their cooked skewered marshmal | ows.

LUCAS
Ml ly...Wat is The Vendi gunf

She turns to himand |i ke a wondrous secret, she tells him
in a hushed voi ce.

MOLLY
It was said that The Vendi gum used to
be a little boy just |ike you but
somet hi ng horri bl e happened to him

LUCAS
What happened to hinf?

I NT. THE VENDIGUM S CABIN - NI GHT

An ol d nystical |ooking | eather bound book enbossed with the
title "LEGEND OF THE VENDI GUM', sits on a dark wood table

Adirty little boys hand strokes the cover.

MOLLY (V. O.)
He used to be such a kind boy...

The book is opened and reveals old Gimmfairy tale styled
illustrations of children making fun of The Vendi gum s
poi nty ears.



MOLLY (V. O.)
...But he'd been born wth strange
| ong pointy ears and peopl e woul d
make fun of him

The page is flicked, showi ng The Vendi gum happy decorating
his Christmas tree and children peering through his w ndow,
pl otti ng.

MOLLY (V. Q)
Christmas was his favourite time of
year. People were supposed to be
merry and kind but others had anot her
plan for him

The page is flicked, showing The Vendigumtied to a tree in
t he woods and dressed up as an el f.

Predator eyes glow fromthe dark of the thick trees
surroundi ng him

MOLLY (V. O.)
They dragged poor Vendi gum deep into
t he woods, dressed himup to | ook
like an elf to match his funny ears,
tied himto a tree and left him
there. What they didn't know was what
el se was hiding in the woods. ..

I NT. THE HAWKIN' S FI REPLACE - CONTI NUOUS

Mol Iy and Lucas stare at each other up-close and intently in
front of the fire.

LUCAS
VWhat ? What el se was in the woods?

MOLLY
(turning away from him
| don't know if | should tell you

LUCAS
Pl ease! What's in the woods? \What
happens?

MOLLY

(snappi ng back close to him
Feroci ous hungry wol ves close in on
hi m and eat himalive!



EXT. THE VENDI GUM S WOCDS - NI GHT
The bl oody maul ed body of The Vendigumtied to a tree.

A half eaten foot with the shoe still on, lays at the ground
of the tree.

The fleshy, stringy eaten | eg hangi ng above it, still

attached to him

I NT. THE HAWKIN' S FI REPLACE - CONTI NUQUS

Lucas trenbles and gasps in fright.

MOLLY

They say, that since that night, the
evil spirit of The Vendigumvisits
those that are nasty at Chri stnas,
like they were to himand they are
never seen again.

I NT. THE HAWKIN S LI VI NG ROOM - LATER THAT NI GAT

It is deathly silent and dark all through the house as the
Hawki n' s sl eep. .

The unlit abandoned Christmas tree sits there alone in the
wi ndow.

The once roaring fire now dead, a dirty black enpty space.

I NT. THE HAWKI NS STAI RCASE - CONTI NUOUS

The dark desol ate staircase leading up to the top landing is
eerily still and quiet until...

The faintest glow of light starts to seep out from one of
the roons upstairs, giving the snallest extra detail to the
top | andi ng.

FOOT STEPS CREAK up there.

Lucas appears and drifts downstairs still half asleep.

I NT. THE HAWKIN' S LI VI NG ROOM

He wal ks past the living room Changes his m nd and heads
towards the tree



He picks another tree chocolate to scoff.

Suddenly, TRICKLES OF SOOT start to drop down the chi mey
into the dead bl ack firepl ace.

Lucas is still munchi ng when. ..

Strange small creature-|li ke GRUNTLES can be heard.

Lucas spins around. Looki ng.

Seei ng not hi ng.

But it's already out. Waiting. Watching him

Lucas spots the two stockings either side of the firepl ace.

He heads over, pulls a bag of chocol ate coins out of one and
then replaces it with the coins fromthe other stocking.

He's pleased with hinself, until he | ooks down.

Lucas notices little black sooty footprints fromthe
firepl ace.

Sonet hi ng wat ches hi m anong the Christnas tree.

It watches as Lucas's fearful rigid head follows the
footprints all the way fromthe fireplace directly to where
it watches him

Lucas is frozen, fixed on the Christmas tree.

He can't take it anynore and bolts.

As he nmakes a run for the door, the creature sets after him
Lucas gasps, darting up the stairs.

He reaches the top and turns the corner, out of sight.

The small gnarly creature scranbling up after him

I NT. LUCAS' S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Lucas SLAMS the door shut and runs to his bed.

He pulls the covers over himand switches on his torch.
Breat hi ng deeply, waiting.

H s door CREAKS open. He gasps!



H s trenbling eyes peaking fromthe top of the bed sheet.
Al'l he can see is the dark forebodi ng room
Lucas drifts his torchlight along the floor.

The Iight reaches the door. Now noving the shaky |ight
across the door out into the room

I' T SHINES ON A HAND!
Darts the Iight across to reveal - Mlly.

MOLLY
What are you doi ng?

Lucas runs to Molly and grips her tight around the waist.

LUCAS
The Vendigum 1t's here! It's gonna
get ne!

MOLLY
Urgh, Lucas...It's not really real,

was just trying to scare you.

LUCAS
No it is, it really is!

Mol Iy peels himoff of her, |ooks himstraight in the eye.

MOLLY
Wait right here. I will show you
there is nothing to be scared of.

Mol Iy takes the torch fromhimand starts | ooking round the
room

Lucas stands near the open door. A black abyss | oons behind
himfromthe hallway.

MOLLY
(scanni ng under the bed)
Nope not hing here either.

She heads back over to Lucas, that nenacing pitch darkness
still behind him

MOLLY
See it's fine, just go back to bed.

LUCAS
Okay, | really did think--



--Suddenly Lucas is ripped into the darkness and di sappears.

Mol Iy drops the torch. Scream ng.

I NT. THE VENDIGUM S CABIN - A SHORT TI ME LATER

The Vendigumsits in a cosey high back chair MJINCH NG on
sonet hi ng agai n.

Hs little feet just about reach the end of the chair and
bob al ong to:

"DANCE OF THE SUGAR PLUM FAI RY" - From The Nutcracker
Just past his feet is the bottomof a Christmas tree.

Looki ng gradually up the tree. It's decorated with lights
but no decorations until we get to...

The horrifying decapitated head of Lucas hangi ng on the
tree. A soldier's hat upon his head and a ri pped open
disjointed nouth...just |ike a Nutcracker.

FADE OUT



