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H s Father in Heaven 1.

EXT. SPACE
The stars sparkle. TWD in particular tw nkle nore OBVI QUSLY.

STAR 1
What are you doi ng over there?
You' re wat ching over that planet,
aren’t you?

STAR 2
(t eenage exasperati on)
Not hi ng!
STAR 1 groans.
STAR 1

These are not playthings, Mster.
They’'re a big responsibility—

STAR 2
What’ s the big deal ? You' re always
away Wi th your other planets. How
big a resp—

STAR 1
| m ommi present.

STAR 2
Heeyeah... You never let ne do
anyt hi ng.

Star 1 groans agai n.

STAR 1
What if something were to go wong
M. Smart Quy—

STAR 2
Li ke when you burnt your beard on
t hat supernova?

STAR 1
| meant for that to happen..
(pause)
Anyway, you al ready have a job,
namng all of ny creations—

STAR 2
It’ s boring.

STAR 1
“Boring? This is serious work.
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STAR 2
Seri ously boring work.

STAR 1
S| LENCE!

Silence. ....

STAR 1 (cont’d)
Alright. You want “sonething” to
do? 1’'Il give you sonething to do.

The uni verse shifts on its axis. MNow these two stars hover
over the blue-green orb of Earth.

STAR 2
Isn'"t that Earth?
STAR 1
It’s scheduled for denplition! It

didn"t work out. Al of those
peopl e have becone w cked and hard-

heart ed!
STAR 2
But, it | ooks beautiful.
STAR 1
"1l make a deal with you. [If you

can nake themreturn to worshi ppi ng
nme, their one and only true Cod,
Jehovah, nake themri ghteous and
Cod-fearing, I'll think about
giving you nore responsibility.

STAR 2
Wll whichis it? *‘Wrship you or
‘R ght eous and CGod-fearing?

STAR 1
They go hand-i n- hand.

STAR 2

Ri ght eous and God-fearing, huh?
kay. How do | do that?

Star 1 doesn’t really know.

STAR 1
Wll... You... You have to go down
there and... make them .. righteous

and God- feari ng.
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STAR 2
You nean as a bush or a col umm of
fire—

STAR 1

As one of thenl

STAR 2
VWhat ? You' ve never done that.

STAR 1
You don’t expect nme to actually go
down there as one of them do you?

STAR 2
Wiy do | have to?

STAR 1
Because of ny love for them |I'm
sendi ng you—

STAR 2
(i nterrupting)
But, you're going to denolish—

STAR 1
(conti nui ng)
| " ve got sonething el se planned for
t hat space, anyway.

STAR 2
How much tine do I get?

STAR 1
Hrymm . . you’ ve got...six days to
turn them back to ne.

STAR 2
That doesn’t sound very | ong.
STAR 1
Long enough for ne to create the
pl ace.
STAR 2

Wait a second.
Star 2 catches onto sonet hi ng.
STAR 2 (cont’ d)

Six of their days or six of your
days?
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Star 1 groans, foiled.

STAR 1
You got a better idea, M. Smart
Quy?
STAR 2
| dunno, a hundred years?
STAR 1
“A hundred years?
STAR 2
That’s better than ‘six days.’
STAR 1
Ten years. That’'s it. Take it or
| eave it.
STAR 2

Ten years?!
Star 1 starts whistling.

STAR 2 (CONT' D)
Wen do | start?

STAR 1
Right now. Wat are you waiting
for? They' re not going to becone
ri ghteous on their own—

STAR 2
Ckay, okay. But, why did they
becone wi cked and hard-hearted in
the first place—

STAR 1
(i nterrupting)
Get novi ng!

Suddenly Star 2 is whipped fromthe heavens and streaks to
the Earth in a sparkling arc.

STAR 1 (CONT' D)
Now, where did | put that gal axy?

EXT. CONSTRUCTI ON SI TE - DAY

JESUS, a nice Jew sh boy of about thirty, is about to hamrer
a nail into sone tinbers held up by his father JOSEPH, when
he’ s suddenly possessed by the being of Star 2. He falters,
m ssing the nail and they DROP THE Tl MBER ON JOSEPH S FQOT.
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J OSEPH
Jesus!

Jesus, or Star 2, |ooks around at the rest of the crew as he
rocks on his heels getting used to this new phenonenon of
being in a human body. Joseph hops around on one foot.

Jesus studies the HAMVER IN HS HAND. He | ooks at his father
whose pain is subsiding.

JOSEPH (cont’ d)
What’' d you do that for?

JESUS
| need to go.

JOSEPH
What ?

Joseph’ s brother, JEHOSAPHAT, shakes his head, overhearing
them Jesus tosses the HAMVER OVER H S SHOULDER and onto
Joseph’ s OTHER FQOT.

JOSEPH (cont’ d)
Jesus! ?!

Joseph grabs his foot and hops around. Jehosaphat joins him

JESUS
| have to go.

Jesus turns and starts wal ki ng.

JOSEPH
Wait a second. Wiere are you
goi ng?

JESUS

| have to go and nake peopl e
ri ghteous and God-fearing. Bye.

JEHOSAPHAT
| always said, ‘you better toughen
your boy up.’

They wat ch as Jesus wal ks off the site. Joseph scow s at
Jehosaphat, Jesus and his throbbing feet.

JOSEPH
He’ s not ny boy.

Jehosaphat | ooks at him
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JOSEPH (cont’ d)
Don't get me wong. | love him
like a son... It’s a long story.

EXT. TOW

Peopl e are coursing by himon their separate ways through the
town. Jesus blinks and studies all of the people around him
He waves at sone people, trying to get their attention.

JESUS
Excuse ne! People, can | have your
attention?

Soneone drags a nmule past him No one stops.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
You all have to be righteous and
Cod-fearing or God will destroy the
world with everlasting destruction!

A burly mason carrying sone | unber approaches. Jesus tries
to include himin his audience. The nmason tries to sidestep.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
You have to become righteous and
Cod-f eari ng!

Jesus steps in front of the mason

JESUS (cont’ d)
You have to learn to be better
people or you're all going to die!

The burly mason, without setting down his |unber, decks
Jesus. Dropping him People continue on their way.

CUT 1O
JESUS

Bl i nks and shakes his head, gathering his thoughts. He
focuses on sonmething directly above him  SATAN, | ooking
remarkably |ike Jesus, or his YOUNGER BROTHER, is bent,
standi ng over him

SATAN
Ww, he really clocked you

JESUS
What do you want ?
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Jesus scowl s at himand struggles to his feet, dusts hinself
off and checks his jaw. It hurts.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Dad says |’ mnot supposed to talk
to you.

Jesus starts to wal k anay. Satan | ooks of f ended.

SATAN
(mocki ng)
“Dad says |’mnot supposed to talk
to you.” Can’'t | check on ny big
brother? ...1t’s a wonder nore
peopl e don’t hit you.

Jesus stops and glares at him Satan nmockingly puts up his
dukes and dances around in front of Jesus. Jesus turns
petul antly and continues to wal k away.

EXT. TOM SQUARE - DAY

Jesus is standing beside a well. A ruckus is already in
force. Atentative smle flits across his face as he hol ds
up his hands trying to placate the crowd.

JESUS
Peopl e! You have to listen to ne.
| f you don’t stop being w cked and
hard-hearted God will destroy the
world and all of you with it!

Catcal Il s and boos answer him

JESUS (cont’ d)
O herwise, God will throw fiery
destruction upon you...

A cat flies at Jesus’ head, naking himduck, followed by
refuse, dirt clods and other detritus. Mre boos and
catcalls chase Jesus away fromthe well. Satan sits on a
wal | .

SATAN
Amat eur .

EXT. TOM - N GHT

This tinme Jesus is wearing a SANDWCH BOARD witten with a
RAMBLI NG MESSAGE of repentance and destruction. A few of the
words are crossed out and rewitten. He tries to slow down a
group by blocking their way. A nman | ooks up at Jesus. Jesus
smles at him The man shakes his head sadly.
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JESUS
M/ father says that he’s going to
destroy the Earth unl ess you becone
ri ght eous and CGod-fearing.

The ol d man gl ances at him

OLD MAN 1
What's “The Earth”?

...and shuffles away with the rest of the crowd. Jesus tries
to bl ock another group of people. He reaches out to sone of
t hem

JESUS
Hel | 0? Wcked people...?

ALLEY

Jesus runs “hell-bent” away froma now angry nob chasi ng and
throwing stuff at him The SANDW CH BOARD sl ows hi m down,
TRIPPING HM He LOOKS BACK I N TERROR as they catch up

EXT. VI LLACE - DAY

Jesus is standing in the center of the village, preaching to
the crowd wal king by. H s SANDW CH BOARD has been SAVED I N
HALF. The bottom hangs down to his wai st now, instead of

| ower .

JESUS
(conti nui ng)
—4udnl ess you becone righteous and
Cod-f eari ng!

He gets in front of a matronly wonan, trying to talk to her
She decks Jesus, dropping him People continue on their way.

CUT TO
JESUS
Bl i nks and shakes his head, gathering his thoughts.
JESUS (cont’ d)

That’ s not very righteous and Cod-

fearing.
EXT. TOM CENTER - DAY
Anot her town. The SANDW CH BQARD | ooks nuch worse for wear

But, he’'s added SHOULDER PADS and a MAKESH FT HELMET from the
| eftover pieces of the sandw ch board.
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The hel net | ooks |i ke a wooden box on his head. On one side
it says MEAN PECPLE SUCK!

The town’ s peopl e pass by himw thout paying attention. He
tries to project. He |looks around for any interest in vain.
Satan, again is watching, |ooking dowmn froma nearby veranda.
Jesus gl ances up and he glowers at Satan. Jesus steps in the
way of people wal ki ng by.

JESUS
Your one and only true God is
war ni ng you to shape up...

A YOUNG WOVAN zi gzags, trying to get around him frustrated.

JESUS (cont’ d)
...and becone righteous and God-
fear —

The young wonman decks Jesus, dropping him People continue
on their way.

CUT TO
JESUS
Bl i nks and shakes his head and takes his hel net off.

SATAN
Cone on, you can’t expect themto
respond to “Repent,” “Everlasting
destruction,” “You have to be
better or ny father will destroy
you.”

Jesus | ooks up at Satan.

SATAN ( CONT' D)
How | ong have you been doing this?

Satan tugs at the shoul der strap of the sandw ch board for
enphasi s.

JESUS
CGo ahead and gl oat!

SATAN
What is it you're trying to do
her e?

JESUS

| " m supposed to nmake themri ght eous
and God-fearing, or he'll destroy
t he worl d.
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SATAN
Wiy does he hate this planet so
much? What’' Il that be, the fourth

tinme?
Jesus gets up slowy and shrugs reluctantly.

SATAN (cont’ d)
| could help you.

JESUS

That woul dn’t be a good i dea.
SATAN

You haven’t even heard the idea!
JESUS

Any idea of yours is not a good

i dea.
Sat an pretends to be offended.

SATAN
| mnot the one setting you up for
failure. He is.

Jesus angrily takes the sandw ch board off and throws it
asi de.

JESUS
Leave ne alone! You' re just going
to try to ruin things anyway.

SATAN
First of all, it’s ny job. Second,
if He really destroys the world,
where does that | eave ne?

Jesus starts to get frustrated and nad at him

JESUS
But, you were cast down... Wat do
you nmean “it’s your job?”

SATAN
You ve got a lot to |earn.

Satan peers at Jesus. Jesus tries to return his gaze.

SATAN ( CONT' D)
He gave it tonme. |If | don't do ny
Job, who’s he got to bl ame when
t hi ngs go wong?

10.
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Jesus thinks... Satan stands up.

SATAN ( CONT' D)
Fine, | can tell when I’ mnot
wel come. See ya' around brotha’

He gl ances at Jesus’ sad sandw ch board.

SATAN ( CONT' D)
Wiy’ s your sandwi ch board cut in
hal f?

JESUS
(enbarrassed)
So | can run faster.

Sat an chuckl es, turns and wal ks away. Jesus wat ches Satan
di sappear into the crowd.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Bl ane? Wait! Wat do you nean by
‘bl ane?

EXT. SEASHORE - DAY

Jesus is sitting on a rock, thinking. Seagulls harass the
day. Some wonen wash clothes in the water’s edge. He
contenpl ates his surroundi ngs and wat ches sone fi shernen
wor ki ng nearby, hauling in a multitude of glittering and
fl oppi ng fish TRAPPED I N A NET.

He hears sone scurrying and scuttling. He glances down and
spies a rat tail duck under some rocks at the edge of the
water. He grinmaces. He |ooks around nore carefully. He
sees and hears nore activity of the rodent Kkind.

JESUS
Eew... Wiy do those things exist?

It gives himthe willies. He stands up and wal ks into town
| eaving his Quixotic sandwi ch board and hel net behi nd.

EXT. GALI LEE

The town is bustling with activity. Wereas nornmally Jesus
would find the town’s square and i mmedi ately start preaching,
now he’s sinply wal ki ng around, OBSERVI NG

He | ooks at the town’s peopl e going about their routines.
Adults, old folks, children. Every so often, aninals of
different sorts wander, scurry, are led or are prodded by.



H s Father in Heaven 12.

Jesus starts to see the PEOPLE IN THEIR WORLD. He gradual ly
finds the town square, built around a well, and pauses there
to continue watching the activity. A few people gl ance at
him But, no one approaches him

An OLD MAN, horribly hunched over, hobbles to the well, step
by step. He PAI NFULLY HAULS the BUCKET up fromthe well and
drinks fromit using the tethered cup. Jesus sneaks a peek

at him The old man sloppily and unsteadily drinks nore

wat er maki ng noi ses and COUGH NG CANTANKERQOUSLY.

Jesus attenpts to help the old man as he teeters backwards
fromdrinking. But, he regains his balance at the | ast
nonent and fini shes drinking and drops the bucket in the
well. He turns and starts to hobble away. But, then he
starts to fall over. Jesus watches him

JESUS
M ster?

The ol d man starts coughi ng and nmaki ng nore noi ses as he
teeters off his feet. Jesus noves over to himabout to grab
the old man to keep himfromfalling. The old man
stabilizes.

JESUS HESI TATES. The old nan takes anot her step. And
another step. And starts to lean in the OTHER DI RECTI ON.
Jesus reaches out again but the old man stops.

JESUS HESI TATES. The old man | ooks at himas if noticing him
for the first time, and snarls at him He puts another foot
forward. And another one. And another. And starts LISTING
RADI CALLY. He starts to noan in response to his |oss of

bal ance. Jesus’ eyes widen. The old nman starts to flap an
arm falling over.

Jesus reaches out and GRABS THE OLD MAN. The ol d man GASPS!
He STARES AT JESUS. Jesus STARES BACK

QLD MAN 2
Youl!

JESUS
Me?

QLD MAN 2
Yes you. ..

JESUS

Yes ne?
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The ol d man stands up ranrod straight forgetting whatever had
hi mhorribly hunched over. He raises his arns, flexing his
ol d biceps and nmarches in place a few tines.

OLD MAN 2
You cured ne!

JESUS
| cured you?

OLD MAN 2
You cured ne!

JESUS
No | didn't.

OLD MAN 2
Yes you did!

JESUS
No. | don't think so..

QLD MAN 2
| was horribly diseased and
crippled but you LAID your HANDS on
me and cured ne!

JESUS
No.

The old man starts to project his voice to people around them
dramatically, getting their attention.

OLD MAN 2
Yes you did! ITS A MRACLEl HE
DDIT! He cured ne!

Peopl e stop and | ook.

JESUS
| didn’t do anyt hing.
OLD MAN 2
Yes you did! He did it with his

HANDS!

A crowd starts to surround them Jesus grabs the old man and
hi sses at him

JESUS
St op sayi ng that!
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OLD MAN 2
You did it again! He cured ne!
It’s a mracle! He did it!

The crowd has surrounded them Jesus lets go of him

QLD MAN 2 (cont’ d)
He can do it for you too!

WOVAN 1
| have a goiter

JESUS
No.

VAN 1
My foot hurts.

WOVAN 2
Heal ne!

VAN 2
No. M

Jesus puts his hands up fending them off and THEY TOUCH
JESUS.

WOVAN 1
Ch ny god! It’s true!
MAN 1
He cured ne.
VWOVAN 2
Me too!
MAN 2
Me t hree.

Jesus has a |l ook of fright on his face. More people gather
around and crowd in.

JESUS
| didn’t do anyt hi ng!

WOVAN 3
| have a painful period.

MAN 3
| have enor nous buni ons.

WOVAN 4
M/ breasts hurt.
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VAN 4
It hurts when | pee.
WOMVAN 5
M/ spl een i s engorged.
O.D WOVAN 1
|” m bl i nd!
MAN 5
M/ toof hurss.
O.D MAN 3
Me t oo.
MAN 6
Sci ati ca.
O.D MAN 3
Me t oo.
WOVAN 5
M/ husband’ s cheating on ne.
O.D MAN 3
Me too.... | nean...

The sudden onsl aught of ailing people terrifies Jesus. He
wails in fear, shrinking back fromthe clanoring grabby
hands.

JESUS
Cet back!

The original old man who started this has quietly slipped
through the throng and is leaving, with a sly smle on his
face. Jesus now CAN T BE SEEN FOR THE CROAD of hands and
canes and crutches that are wavi ng and shaki ng around him
Dust ki cked up around hi m obscures himfurther.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Pl ease. Stop

More people fromthe town approach Jesus. |In the mddle of
the clanoring chaos he tries to wedge his way through the
crowmd, to get away fromthem As he noves through the crowd,
peopl e grab at him shouting various and obscure conditions,
and are i mediately cured, or feel better.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Leave ne al one.
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He' s desperate, literally pushing through the crowd. The
weird, clanoring, greedy faces |ook like they' re jeering at
himas they nmake their desperate pl eas.

Jesus breaks through the body of the crowd. Those on the
edge can’'t exactly see where he is or what he’s up to. This
gives himthe break he needs to put at least a little

di stance between hinself and them He | ooks around and
rushes back the way he canme. The crowd sticks with him

OLD WOVAN 2
Is he a pervert?

MAN 7
Is he a thief?

OLD WOVAN 2
Are we gonna kill hinf

MAN 7
Let’s stone him

WOVAN 3
He cured ny | unbago!

MAN 3
He's a heal er.

Jesus runs back to the water’s edge with the crowd trotting
behind him He desperately | ooks around for an escape.
People at the water’s edge notice the tumult and becone
curi ous.

JESUS
Hel p.

Jesus has trapped hinself with the water on one side and the
crazy crowd on the other. As the crowd gets closer the noise
fromit is a SHRILL COVBI NATI ON OF MORE CONDI TI ONS, Al LMENTS
DI SEASES, AND COWPLAI NTS.

Nearby, a FORTY-ISH MAN is clinbing off a ferry boat and
turns to watch the commotion. At first the crowd stops short
of the tide and HUSHES. Jesus steps backwards.

But, sone of the nore desperate in the crowd are not stopped.
The CLAMORI NG starts again. They nove forward. Jesus turns
in panic. He notices a fishing boat in the distance.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Hel p!
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He starts running in that direction. The crowd murmurs in
astoni shment. The fishernmen who are busy hauling up a net
notice. Jesus is RUNNING ON THE SURFACE OF THE WATER

JESUS (cont’ d)
Help ne! Hel p.

The crowd follows himinto the water, but the water slows it
down. A fewintrepid swmers take to full athletic strokes
to catch up to Jesus.

The fishermen stop hauling their net. Jesus reaches the
boat .

JESUS (cont’ d)
Pl ease help me! They' re com ng
after me. They' re crazy.

He junps on board. Jesus cowers behind the shoul ders of the
fishernen, JAMES, JOHN, PETER and THOVAS, | ooking at the
crazy people wading out to them They stare at himin

ast oni shnent .

JAMES
How di d you do that?

Jesus stops and | ooks at the fishernen.

JESUS
.l don’t know how to swim

THEY STARE AT HM The crowd is still approaching. The
fishermen and Jesus | ook out at them JESUS PAN CS.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Pl ease get ne out of here!

JAMES

W have to pull the net in.
THOVAS

The sail’s still up.
JESUS

NOW

Suddenly the boat’s sail UNTIES AND UNFURLS. A gust of w nd
blows in and FILLS THE SAIL knocking them of f bal ance as the
boat |urches forward. The nmast GROANS as the sail pulls them
forward and the net drags them down. The fishernen
imediately try to furl the sail to be able to haul up the
net .
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JESUS (cont’ d)
They’ re cat chi ng up.

Jesus stares in panic at the crazy crowmd. He runs over to
the stern and hand over hand hauls in the net while staring
at his pursuers. The fishernmen are shocked by his strength
as he pulls in the net...FULL OF FI SH !

The fishernmen snap out of it and help him but with much nore
difficulty. They get the net in allow ng THE BOAT TO CRU SE
AVAY WTH THE WND. Jesus plops down on the deck, RELIEVED
to be away fromthe crowd.

On the shore, THE FORTY-|1SH MAN has wat ched t he whol e
i ncident and turns away.

On the boat, the fishernen secure their gear and stow the
fish as quickly as they can, all the while spying on this
strange character they’ ve haul ed on board. Janes |ooks at

himand the net he pull in and nods to Peter.
JAMES
Thi s new guy woul d make a good
fi sher man.
| NT. TAVERN

The forty-ish man, JUDAS | SCARI OT, wal ks in and sits at the
bar. The TENDER brings out a jug of wine and a cup and nods
at him

JUDAS
D d you see that guy curing peopl e?

TENDER
|’ ve been in here the whole tine.

JUDAS
You're a tavern owner. You know
everything that goes on in this
town. So who is he?

TENDER
Anot her traveling heal er.

JUDAS
He | ooked a little new to the gane.

TENDER
Cotta start sonewhere.

Judas nods.
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EXT. BOAT

Jesus is sitting with the fishernen.
hi m nervously. They MOVE OFF AS A GROUP to one side.

Jesus | ooks out nervously at the shore.

out there,

Jesus points at the opposite shore.

i n Heaven

THOVAS
Son of God? | doubt that.

JOHN
Ri ght eous and God-fearing?

PETER
The guy’s obviously crazy.

JAMES
Did you see himhaul in that net?
He's stronger than all four of us
conbi ned. Do you want to haul in
t he nets?

babbl i ng expectantly.

JESUS
Can you drop ne off over there?

each ot her.

JAMES
Wll, we’'re not done with work yet.

Jesus is terrified.

LATER

Jesus is pulling up A NET OF FI SH ALL BY HI MSELF

it into the hold. The fishernmen sit around watching himdo

JESUS
How much nore work do you have to
do?

JAMES
It’s not even the mddle of the
day. ..

all the work. Janes noves over to Jesus.

JAMES (cont’ d)
So. \Were are you going, on the
ot her shore?

Jesus keeps wor ki ng.

19.

The fishernen smle at

The crowd is still

The fishermen | ook at

He enpties
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JESUS
| dunno.

JAMVES
You got a job?

JESUS
Uh, no.

JAMVES

You got noney?

JESUS
No. Alittle. Sort of...

James is proud of his new find and | ooks at the other guys
noddi ng triunphantly.

PETER
Does this nmean we have to pay hin®

JAMES
What are you tal king about? He's
payi ng us for hauling himacross
the water.

The guys get it and Janes nods at them cunningly.
EXT. DOCK

They’ re unloading the fish fromthe hold and distributing
theminto baskets for people who are buying themright at the
dock. Janes is supervising the venture.

Jesus hops off the boat followed by Peter who clinbs off. n
the dock Peter tries to stretch and straighten up. He places
a hand on his | ower back, grinmacing. Jesus notices.

JESUS
Wat's the matter?

PETER
Thi s. .. back- breaki ng. .. hard worKk.

Jesus places his hands on Peter’s shoul der.

JESUS
Your back’s broken?

PETER
Nooo... It’'s not brok—
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Suddenly Peter straightens up easily. He feels his back
checking. He turns his head, testing his neck. He takes
several breaths, expanding his chest.

PETER (cont’ d)
That’ s— That’ s odd.

JESUS
Ch- oh!
He | ooks at Jesus, with his hands still on his shoul der.
Jesus retracts them apprehensively.
PETER
M/ back always hurts. D d you do
t hat ?
JESUS

| don’t think so...

Peter holds a finger up, putting himon hold. He runs over
to Janes.

PETER
| think we have a noney-maker here.

JAMES
Agreed. This is the biggest hau
we’' ve ever made!

PETER
No. The new guy.

JAMES
Duh!  That wasn’t you haul i ng—

Peter drags Janes over to Jesus, interrupting him Peter
makes Jesus shake James’ hand. James’ eyes wi den

JAMES ( CONT' D)
It’ s amazi ng!

Janes turns to the other fishernen. John and Thomas are
nearest. He waves them over.

JAMVES ( CONT' D)
Touch hi n

He indicates Jesus who | ooks al nmost forlorn, as the object
attention.

JCHN
Why—

of
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James grabs his armextending it toward Jesus, throw ng John
of f balance as he clunsily grasps Jesus by the forearm AND I S
| NSTANTLY EXH LARATED. He gasps! Thomas reaches over and

t ouches Jesus.

THOVAS
M/ hi p!

JOHN
M/ t oot hache!

THOVAS
M ne t ool

JESUS
Not agai n.

They stare at him anazed. Jesus nods sheepishly.
EXT. EAST GALI LEE

James and the rest have found a nmeadow where they’ ve gat hered
a group of people. John and Peter are COLLECTI NG ADM SSI ONS
whi | e Janes and Thonmas assi st Jesus, processing people
waiting in line.

James grabs the next person up and shoves hi mtowards Jesus.
When Jesus touches themthey ' re instantly cured of whatever
ails them |Inmediately Thomas grabs the person and shoves
himon his way. And so on..

Jesus | ooks m serabl e, trapped.
| NT. JAMES HOUSE - N GHT

The group has had dinner after a long day. The fishernen are
exhausted. Jesus however still has energy. James and John
are counting all the noney they nade.

JAMES
W have a total of four hundred

fifty gold pieces, not counting the
fish.

JOHN
| " ve never seen that much noney.

Jesus is pacing about feeling his arns, distracting Janes.

JAMES
Aren’t you tired?
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JESUS
M/ arns...feel weird. And ny back!

The fishernen snmile at each ot her

JESUS (cont’ d)
Is this what you were tal king
about ?

He | ooks at Peter.

PETER
You did do a | ot of work today.
It’s catching up to you.

JESUS
What is?

Jesus swoons as his eyes flutter and then his head plops to
the side. He drops on sone pillows. The fishernen stand up
in alarm LOUD SNORI NG cones from Jesus as he’s fallen fast
asl eep.

JOHN
Was he born yesterday?

EXT. ROAD - DAY

The fishermen and Jesus are riding a buggy on a dirt road.
Jesus stretches.

JESUS

| slept so well last night.
THOVAS

W heard.
JESUS

What are we doi ng today?

JAMES
More heal i ng and curi ng.

Jesus frowns.

JESUS
But, | don't want to do that.
Janes becones cagey.
JAMES

Wiy not? The peopl e need you.
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JESUS
That was an accident. |’ m supposed
to make peopl e righteous and God—

THOVAS
(i nterrupting)
You told us.

JESUS
Are you righteous now and will you
wor shi p God and not be w cked
anynor e?

PETER
Sur e.

JAMES
What ever you say.

JESUS
That was easy. Now | have to tel
everyone el se.

THOVAS
Everyone? Who’s that?

JESUS
Everyone. ..

The fishernen | ook at each ot her.
EXT. CLEARI NG

James and John are taking adm ssion this time. Thonmas and
Peter are assisting Jesus as a throng of people shove forward
wanting cures and healing. The throng is frightening.

They’ re HORRI BLY DEFORVED AND DI SEASED.

Jesus is GRI MACI NG t hroughout the whol e day as people are
PUSHED AT HI M and he basically PUSHES THEM BACK, HEALI NG THEM
in the process.

Peter gets some formof | NSTANT LEPROSY on his skin. He
freaks out and desperately taps Jesus on the shoul der.
Finally Jesus glances at him Peter points at his “boo-boo.”
Jesus lays his hands on Peter’s armand “w pes” the stuff
away. Jesus then wi pes his hands off on his tunic.

Peter is relieved; close call. They continue curing and
healing. But, Jesus is mserable.
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EXT. ROAD

Jesus and the fishernen are clinbing onto their buggy as they
| eave. A crowd of people, cured and healthy are seeing them
off. Now Jesus is smling alittle because at least it’s a
HAPPY CROMD.

JESUS
Al'l of you have to stop being
wi cked and har d- heart ed!

JAMES
Don’t say that!
JESUS
You all need to be righteous and
Cod-fearing.
The crowd groans and turns away fromthe buggy. It's a big

crowd and an inpressive display of sudden indifference.

PETER
Ni ce work there N nrod.

THOVAS
You just take the fun out of
everyt hing, don’tcha’

JOHN
They were still giving us noney.

The crowd di sperses quickly.

JESUS
But, it’s true. They have to stop
bei ng wi cked and hard-hearted. M
father said so.

James prods the donkey pulling their buggy. They lurch
f orwar d

JAMES
Gve it a rest.

JESUS
Wat? Wiat did | do?

EXT. CAPERNAUM - DAY
TITLE: A LONG TI ME LATER
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A large clearing holds a | arge group of people: a HAPPEN NG
At the end of the clearing a tent has been set up with a
podium The crowd is eager in anticipation. People shuffle
and mll| about waiting for the showto start. The nood is
fairly upbeat and friendly... but superficial.

Judas Iscariot is wal king am dst the crowd observing them
closely. He looks a little wearier than before. He's a

t ough | ooking guy, clearly still capable of putting a hurt on
soneone. He finds a shaded area to station hinself.

Jesus is being prepped by Janes behind the TENT CURTAIN. The
crowmd is murmuring. Janes is dressed nuch better now H's
TUNICS are of a MUCH FINER QUALITY, as are those of the rest
of the forner fishernmen. But, Jesus’ tunic is MORE HUVBLE

JAMES
Capernaum Cot it?

Jesus is not enthusiastic. Janes rubs Jesus’ shoul ders,
char gi ng himup

JAMES (cont’ d)
W were here ei ght nonths ago.
They | ove it when you renenber the
nane of their town. You ready?

JESUS
Yes. |’ mready.
JAMES
Make it happen! Show ne the

shekel s!

He shoves Jesus forward. Jesus wal ks out from behind the
curtain. Fromhis station Judas stretches to get a better
| ook. Jesus smles and raises his arns i n sal ute.

JESUS
Hel | o Caper naun

The crowd cheers boisterously. And then the first people are
led up to him

JESUS (cont’ d)
Ckay, what seens to be the problenf

The new assistants force the pilgrins into two clear |ines
and process them by Jesus. Very quickly Jesus heals and
cures all who approach him

WOVAN 6
M/ feet!
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JESUS
Ckay.

He | ays his hands on her.

VAN 8
M/ back!

JESUS
Ckay.

He | ays his hands on him

WOVAN 7
M/ eyes!

JESUS
Ckay.

He | ays his hands on her.

VAN 9
M/ bowel s!

JESUS
Ckay!

He | ays his hands on him

WOVAN 8
M/ hands!

JESUS
Ckay!

He | ays his hands on her.

VAN 10
M/ neck!

JESUS
Ckay!

And so on. The hours drag on. JUDAS WATCHES, the whole tinme
gradual |y getting closer to the stage. He |ooks around
trying to cal cul ate how many people are attending. He
notices the assistants hel ping out, anong them are Peter,
Thomas, and John.

JUDAS
The Ronmans.
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JESUS
What ?

Jesus | ooks himover for an OBVI QUS DEFORM TY OR Al LMENT and
finds none.

LATER

The show s over. Jesus is back behind the curtain, seated,
resting. The assistants are managi ng the | ast straggling
sycophants. Judas approaches them Jesus |ooks up at him
Judas sm | es and extends his hand.

JUDAS
| npressi ve di splay today.

JESUS
Ch, it’s nothing.

JUDAS
Judas | scari ot.

Judas isn’t sure if he felt or inmagined sonething when he
t ouched Jesus.

JESUS
Uh... Jesus Sonofj oseph...
suppose...or nmaybe it’s Josephus—

Judas notices Janes. He nods at him

JAMES
Do I know you?

JUDAS
| don't think so. Judas.

He turns back to Jesus.
JUDAS (cont’ d)
|"mcurious howit is you can do
t hat ?
JAMES
It’s a special gift fella’. Nowif
you don’t mnd, we’'re kinda busy.
James starts to usher Judas away.

JESUS
| didn’t nean to.

Judas doesn’t nove.
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JUDAS
What do you nean?

JESUS
Wll ny father sent ne to nake al
of you wi cked and hard-heart ed
people into righteous and CGod-
fearing people. This healing stuff
was an acci dent.

JUDAS
Your father?

JESUS
Yahweh.

JUDAS

Jehovah?! ?
Jesus nods. Janes rolls his eyes. Judas nods.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
| see. And he sent you?

JAMES
| know you. You' re that
revol uti onary—

Li ght ni ng fast, Judas clanps his hand over Janes’ nouth
startling both James and Jesus, and a few peopl e around them
James continues to speak, nuffl ed.

JUDAS
| prefer ‘reformadvocate.’

JESUS
Wat's a revo—

Judas shoots hima | ook and drops his hand.

JUDAS
Let’s just say that I'mtrying to
change things too. Inprove them
Jesus sm | es.
JAMES

W don’t want you here.

Judas takes Jesus by the arm bl ocking James fromtheir
conversation and starts strolling with him
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JUDAS

Can | ask you a question?
JESUS

Sur e.
JUDAS

What exactly do you expect to get
fromthis?

Jesus gapes at him

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Wiy are you doing this?

JESUS
My father told me to.

JUDAS
If healing isn't your primry goal,
and your father told you to...
change peopl e.

He gestures at Janes, the tent, etc.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Wiy are you doing this?

They’ ve wal ked out to the neadow with Janes in tow

JESUS
| didn’t nean to do this either.
It just kind a took off.

Judas smles at Janes know ngly. Judas continues strolling.

JESUS (cont’ d)
| " m supposed to nmake everyone
ri ghteous and Cod-fear—

JUDAS
You nentioned that. Could |I tag

along with you guys and watch what
you do?

JESUS
Do you know how to nake w cked and
har d- hearted peopl e into righteous
peopl e?

Judas stops and dranatically ponders that question.
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JUDAS
Wcked and hard-hearted? | mght.

Jesus turns to James.

JESUS
D d you hear that Janes? Judas
here may hel p me change peopl e.

JAMES
Yeah great. | heard.

Judas smiles at Janes again. Janes scow s at Judas. Jesus
noti ces. Judas smles at Jesus.

I NT. TAVERN - N GHT

The fell owship of former fishernen, new assistants, Jesus and
Judas sits eating at long tables spread out in a hunble
tavern. Serving girls are attending themw th food and
drink. Judas is sitting opposite Jesus with Janmes adjacent
to them

JESUS
What are we building? Like what?

JUDAS
Li ke, bringing nore peopl e together
or maki ng plans for sonething el se.
Bui | di ng sonet hi ng.

Jesus thinks about that.

JAMES
Look, buddy, we’re not buil ding
anything. W’re just traveling

around... doing a... public service
for... the peopl e—
JUDAS

(i nterrupting)
That’s general |y what the public
i s—

JAMES
(i nterrupting)
And we don’t need your trouble-
maki ng ways to ness things up.

JESUS
No wait. W are building
sonet hi ng.
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Janes | ooks at Jesus. Judas takes a bite of bread,

tri unphant.
JUDAS
(rmouth full)
Whazhat ?
JESUS
More right eous people who won’'t be
destroyed by ny father?

JUDAS
Are you asking nme or telling nme?

JESUS
More right eous people who won’'t be

destroyed by ny father!

He nods at Judas.
JUDAS
And, are you doing that?

JESUS

| dunno.

Judas finishes his nmeal and pushes the plates away from
hinmself. He |leans on his el bows.

JESUS (cont’ d)
|"ve cured a | ot of them

Judas |i stens.
JESUS (cont’ d)
| guess not.

JUDAS
How woul d you know? How are you

measuring your success?

JESUS
...
Judas studies him
JUDAS
Take the Romans for instance.
JAMES

Here we go.
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JUDAS
Qur nation has been under their
control for 300 years.

JESUS
Real | y?

JUDAS
Aren’t we Cod s chosen peopl e?

JESUS
| guess so...

JUDAS
And yet the Romans rul e over us and
abuse us.

JESUS
Wl |, they' re wi cked and hard-
hearted t oo—

JUDAS
If we were righteous we woul dn’t be
dealing with this problem Wuld
we?

JESUS
| suppose not.

JUDAS
So, maybe, if you nake people, al
of Israel, righteous, one way of
knowing it would be that the Romans
woul d go away. R ght?

JESUS
| guess so.

JAMES
That doesn’t nmake sense. The
Romans are here because they're
stronger. It has nothing to do
wi th righteousness.

JUDAS
Wiy are they stronger than us,
Cod’ s chosen peopl e?

Judas stares at Janes.

JAMES
Because... | don't know.

33.
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Jesus | ooks at both of them

JESUS
| have 10 years to do it.
(pause)
To make everyone righteous and God-
fearing or ny father will destroy
the Earth.

Judas and Janes share a | ook.

JUDAS
W better get busy then.

EXT. TAVERN

Judas is snoking a pipe, looking at the stars. Janes
appr oaches hi m

JAMES
What do you want ?

Judas turns to |look at Janmes. Janes is trying to keep the
conversation quiet, between them The rest of the fellowship
is inside the tavern entertaining thensel ves. Judas smles
slyly at him

JUDAS
You got a nice gig here.

James glowers at him

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Sure beats all that fishing.

JAMES
It’s not like that.

JUDAS
It’s not huh? Don’t you think
you’ ve hidden fromyour duty | ong
enough?

JAMES
Duty? Wiat are you tal king about ?

JUDAS
You know there’s talk in Rone of
renam ng Jerusal enf?

James stops short, frowns.
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JUDAS (cont’ d)
Wel cone to Caesari un
(pause)
Sounds |i ke a nedical condition.

James is at a loss for words. Judas pats himon his shoul der
and sends himback to the party.

EXT. R VER - DAY

Jesus and conpany are pitching their tent by the river edge.
Judas hel ps out. A few hundred yards downriver a nass

bapti smis underway. Jesus notices but is too busy hel ping
with the tent to get a closer | ook

A w Il d-haired prophet is baptizing a long |ine of people.
JOHN, THE BAPTIST. He too notices the tent being erected as
he stops in md-baptism the person spluttering underwater,
and grunts at the close proximty.

Jesus’ nen put up the tent quickly. They hang signs that say
BE HEALED, and TODAY ONLY. Janes grabs a few of the hel pers.

JAMES
Ckay. Spread the word!

The nen disperse. At the baptismthe |ine of people, both
pre and post baptism are craning their necks to see what is
t he ruckus.

The Baptist tries to continue baptizing without interruption.
But, even his own assistants are distracted. The “word”
spreads. Soneone in the crowmd mutters Jesus’ nane, foll owed
by anot her person and anot her.

Now t he baptismline collapses as the people start to wander
away to see the tent. The Baptist tries to dunk an OLD WOVAN
but she stops him

OLD WOWAN 3
Easy there Goli ath.

She di sengages from him

THE BAPTI ST
Wiere are you goi ng? You haven’'t
been reborn yet!

OLD WOWAN 3
That’ s the heal er, ya dunb
Nephilim That Jesus feller
everyone’ s tal ki ng about!
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THE BAPTI ST
Jesus? Healer?

Now The Bapti st cranes his neck, perturbed. The first crowds
are herded to the tent where Jesus is waiting. Judas
observes the whole thing. And Jesus starts healing and
curing.

He | ooks unhappy. He even | ooks back at Judas, frowning.
Judas smles at him

Now peopl e fromthe baptismarrive, sonme of themdripping

wet. The murrmur fromthe crowd grows quickly. 1t becones a
clamor. The “word spreaders” return having opened the faucet
as it were. The Baptist watches nost of his throng di sperse.

THE BAPTI ST (cont’ d)
You' re about to be baptized in the
Holy Spirit of GCod.

(pause)

You can’t go now
(pause)

Wi t .

H s voi ce boons against the river banks. But, everyone
| eaves. Even his assistants start to wander. But, The
Bapti st stops them

THE BAPTI ST (cont’ d)
Ch no you don’t!

They stop and | ook back at him enbarrassed. He frowns.
It’s pointless to hold them back when there’s no one to
assi st.

THE BAPTI ST (cont’ d)
Ch fury!

The Baptist splashes through the water towards the healing
tent. He arrives behind his group of people and | ooks over
their heads, being nmuch taller than them

A sizable crowmd has fornmed for Jesus. As usual he processes
t hrough the needy very quickly. Jesus is doing this as if he
were dealing out playing cards or working an assenbly Iine.

JESUS
Be heal ed.
(pause)
Be heal ed.
(pause)
Be heal ed.
(pause)
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JESUS (cont' d)
Be heal ed.
(pause)
Be heal ed.

THE BAPTI ST | oons over him Jesus gapes and then smles
broadly at him

JESUS (cont’ d)
Be he—Cousin! Wat are you doi ng
her e?

The Baptist angrily grabs Jesus by his tunic.

THE BAPTI ST
This is ny cromd. Wat are YQU
doi ng here?

The crowd conplains loudly and starts to tug at himfor
assaulting Jesus. He thrashes at sone people and pushes sone
ot hers aside. However he conprom ses by letting go of Jesus.

JESUS
|"msorry. |’mjust healing
peopl e.
He | eans into Jesus.

THE BAPTI ST
Heal i ng? Wo said you can—

The crowd starts conpl aining and clanoring again for Jesus to
heal them They actually drown out The Baptist. He REARS UP
ANGRI LY.
THE BAPTI ST (cont’ d)
Shut up! I’mconm serating with ny
cousi n here.
That silences nost of them He turns back to Jesus.

THE BAPTI ST (cont’ d)
You better make this up to ne.

Judas finds all of this very amnusing.
CUT TO
JESUS
...as he’s dunked underwater by his cousin, The Bapti st.

THE BAPTI ST ( CONT' D)
| baptize you in God’s Holy Spirit!
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He nakes a bi g show of baptizing Jesus, particularly as he
heaves himout of the water spluttering and coughing. Those
that Jesus heal ed are now being baptized as well. Janes is
di stracted by a dove flying overhead. He's hit on the head
by bird shit.

JAMES
Dam pi geons.

EXT. MOUNT OF QLI VES - DAY

It’s a dry and brushy nount ai nsi de and anot her happening wth
Jesus miserably stuck in the mddle, curing and healing a
huge crowd, probably the | argest yet. Jesus shoves agai nst

t he hordes of people who are attacking himto be heal ed of
their ailnents.

Judas is bored, with his chin in his hands and his el bows on
his knees. He watches people recently healed and cured from
the nost amazing and stultifying infirmties sinply |eaving
wi t hout thanki ng Jesus.

It becomes nesnerizing as wave after wave of ingrates
assaul ts Jesus, buffeting himabout only to disperse as
qui ckly as they cane. Judas shakes hi s head.

JUDAS
What can you expect froma country
made of rocks and olives?

Suddenly furious he stands up and marches over to Jesus in
the mddle of it all. He shoves his way through the crowd.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Stop it! Stop it! STOP IT!

Peopl e notice himpushing his way through as he reaches
Jesus, grabs himand forces himto stop touching people. He
turns and faces the crowd.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Chil dren of Abraham Children of
Adam Look at yourselves! Look at

yourselves!! You' re pathetic.

The crowd stops. He studies all the faces in front of himin
t urn.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Ask not what you should get. Ask
what you should give. W are God s
chosen peopl e.

( MORE)
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JUDAS (cont’ d)
W come froma bl essed and nobl e
lineage. W are Israel!

The crowd cheers stupidly

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
And now we’' re under the heel of the
Romans.

The crowd chokes and | ooks at each ot her.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
You' re getting your petty illnesses
and ail nents heal ed.

Jesus watches Judas in action. 1t’s inpressive.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
But, what about |srael ?

The crowd cheers stupidly again.

JUDAS (CONT' D)
What about the disease that affects
all of us, that keeps us down,
under f oot !

The crowd chokes agai n.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Who’s going to heal that?

Judas steps forward into the crowd to find a nound to clinb
to be able to | ook over nore of the crowd. The crowd cowers.
Jesus wat ches how Judas nmakes EYE CONTACT with everyone. He
has their FULL ATTENTION. Judas is staring at everyone in
turn and HE STARTS TO PO NT AT THEM

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
You all know what is killing us.

Sone people are literally covering their heads.

JUDAS (cont’ d)

Qur illness!

(pause)
The sickness that is killing all of
us. You, me, everyone.

(pause)

That di sease is...

The crowd silences with a hush.
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JUDAS (cont’ d)
| NDI FFERENCE!

A shriek escapes fromthe crowd.

OLD WOWAN 4
This is too frightening.

Peopl e start weeping. Sone actually faint. Jesus is
ASTOUNDED. He watches the whole thing very closely.

JUDAS
| ndi fference all ows the Roman
Enpire to hold power over us.
(pause)
Abraham wasn’t indifferent.

More assent and recrim nation.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
I ndi fference keeps us SUBJUGATED
(pause)
Sol omon wasn’t indifferent.

More agreenent and now sone people actually pour dirt over
their heads in | anentation.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Indifference is killing Israel!

The weakest of cheers is heard fromone stupid corner.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
David was not indifferent.

Jesus is aghast at the effect Judas has on the crowd. Janes’
j aw drops open. Judas scans the crowd for anyone who isn’t
affected or listening. Actual weeping and gnashing of teeth
has begun. The uproar becones very | oud.

JUDAS (CONT' D)
W need to take Jerusal em back

Heads start to bow in shane throughout the crowd. Even John
Peter, Thomas and the ot her assistants are caught up by
Judas’ oratory.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
W need to take all of Israel back.

Judas raises his hands and silences them before any cheeri ng.
The arnbands on his forearns nake himl ook very studly.
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Jesus GASPS. Judas | ooks upon the crowd with the kindest and
nost i ncl usive expression possible.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Cone together. Join nme and the
resi stance, together.

He studi es everyone.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Formthe Israel of Abraham of
| saac, of David, together.

Ahs cone fromthe crowd.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
We can rid ourselves of the Ronans,
t oget her.

There’'s a tense hush in the air.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Put aside your ailnments and needs
and focus on the needs of Israel,
t oget her!

He raises a fist as he says this. There' s sone cheering.
Everyone’s attention is on his fist. In a |loud, deep voice
he projects....

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Only then will we be happy, as
Cod’ s chosen peopl e. ..
(pause)
TOGETHER

THE WHOLE CROND ERUPTS | N APPLAUSE AND CELEBRATI ON.

JESUS
Ch he’ s good.

LATER

The happeni ng has becone a big recruitment rally. Judas is
listening to a towni e when John approaches.

JOHN
No sign of patrols.

Judas gl ances at him

JUDAS
Cood. Check on the others.
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JOHN
Yes sir.

John goes away. Jesus is wandering around the crowd and for
the first tine in along time he’s NOT BEI NG CLAWED OR
HARASSED OR PULLED. He observes whole famlies that have
cone out for the occasion. Al though hunble there’s sonething
very special in these tabl eaux.

He sees a father fluff his little boy’'s hair in a tender way.
The little boy is playing with his father and shows hima
stick he’s found. Rather than take the stick the father
squats down to get a better |look at the stick in his son’s
pudgy hands.

Jesus seens to renenber sonething fondly and then he
renmenbers sonething |less fondly. He glances heavenward. He
starts to wal k away.

LI TTLE BOY
| " m hungry daddy.
FATHER
| know son. W'l see what we can

find.

Jesus continues through the crowd. He spots a few other
peopl e who are obviously hungry. Suddenly his own stomach
GROANS. He rubs it like an old nman nearby doing the same
thing. Jesus returns to where Judas is standing stil
talking to the townie.

JUDAS
The first step is spreading the
word. A revol ution has many
weapons. Hearts and m nds.

Jesus approaches them

JESUS
Judas? Judas?

The towni e nods and excuses hinself. Judas nods at hi mand
smles. He turns to Jesus.

JUDAS
Yes?

JESUS
The people are getting hungry.

Jesus shrugs.
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JESUS ( CONT' D)
Me too.

Judas steps over to where Peter is standing.

JUDAS
What are you doi ng now?
PETER
Not hi ng.
JUDAS

Grab a coupl e of guys and search
the crowd for bakers, fishernen
what ever .

PETER
Wy ?

JUDAS
Peopl e are getting hungry. W
shoul d feed them

PETER
Wiy should we feed thenf

Jesus has the same question. Judas has a sly smle on his
face.

JUDAS
Food is the quickest way to show
you care. (kay?

Judas is doing it again. He has the ability to nesnerize
with his speech. Even though Peter is uncertain he's
suddenly excited by the chall enge.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
You can do it!

PETER
Ckay.

Peter goes off to find hel pers. Again, Jesus is inpressed.

JESUS
How are you going to feed
ever ybody?

JUDAS
| dunno. It’'ll be a mracle.
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Jesus watches himleave. As he turns he notices Janes
standi ng next to himand he stops short. Janmes wat ches Judas
di sappear .

JAMES
That guy’s a troubl enaker.

James turns away and | eaves Jesus.
LATER
OF COURSE everyone’s eating. Judas is watching, arns

crossed, very pleased with hinself. Jesus can’t believe it.
James doesn’t like it. Jesus approaches Judas.

JUDAS
D d you eat?
JESUS
Yeah.
JUDAS
Good.
Judas grins at him
JESUS
What happened here? | nean...what

happened?
Judas is surprised too.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
They were so...rowdy before. How
did you....

JUDAS
| gave themwhat they really want.
Not what they think they want.

JESUS
You did? What’'s that?

JUDAS
Their pride. They want to stop
feeling hel pl ess.

(pause)

Do you really think David, Mbses,
Abrahamreal |y stopped the sun
or...split the ocean? No. They
showed the people the way to their
pri de.
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JESUS
Actually, they really did do those
t hi ngs.

Judas cl aps a hand on Jesus’ shoul der.

JUDAS
What ever you say.

JESUS
But, now what ?

Judas smles and jabs himin a shoul der.

JUDAS
Resi st ance.
JESUS
Oow.
JUDAS
But, now we’ll see how nmany are

really serious.
Judas smles at him Jesus rubs his shoul der
EXT. MOUNT OF CLIVES - N GHT

Most of the people have gone hone. But, sone are |ingering,
nostly men. Jesus is tired and yawmns as he wal ks over the
hillside. Jesus nears the tent which is still up. He spots
Judas talking to a |large group of nen encircled around him
He approaches them

JUDAS
The garrison will be on drills
giving us a head start.

Judas notices Jesus approach them He nods at himand then
turns back to the group.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
So, gather your things and we’ ||
head out.

Jesus notices Janmes sitting nearby, listening, with a frown
on his face. He wal ks over to Judas. The group di sperses
and runs off to respective pl aces.

JESUS
Where are you goi ng?
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JUDAS
W’ ve got sone work to do.

Sone of the nen have collected their things and al ready
return. Jesus spots John, Peter and Thormas in the group with
their things.

JESUS
Wo's “we?”

Suddenly James | eaps up and hurries to the tent. Judas
foll ows himas does Jesus.

EXT. TENT

John, Peter and Thomas have broken open a treasure chest and
are dividing their proceeds. Janes barges in, going directly
to the chest and pushes them away. The separate piles of
coins are on a table next to them

JAMES
You' re stealing. You broke into
t he chest.

Jesus and Judas arri ve.

JOHN
W' re | eaving.

THOVAS
W don’t have tinme to beg for the
key, Janes.

PETER
W di vided our shares as usual
JESUS
Where are you goi ng?
THOVAS
Wth Judas.
PETER
W' re going to do sonething
meani ngf ul .
JAMES
This is nmeaningful. W’re

providing a service—

PETER
W' re providing a circus.
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JOHN
W' re getting rid of the Romans.

James angrily turns to Judas pointing at him

JAMES
This is your doing!

Judas points at all the noney on the table.

JUDAS
And there’s your noney.

JESUS
But,...what about the tent? Wat
do we do now?

JOHN
You and Janes can take it down.

They smile at them Janes is livid. He glowers at Judas.

JUDAS
Hey. Al | did was point out that
they were wasting their tine.

He hol ds his hands up. James LUNGES AT him Judas catches
hi s hands and deflects him throw ng himoff bal ance and ONTO
THE FLOOR. Janes scranbles to his feet, furious.

Jesus intercedes. Judas is ready to hand out sone punches
but Janes sl ows down, reconsiders.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
They' re free nmen, Janes...for now
at least. It’s their decision.

They start to | eave.

JESUS
Wi t !

JOHN
Your shares are on the table.

The | ast one out is Judas. Jesus follows thema few paces.
Janes renains at the tent.

JESUS
Does this nmean you' re not going to
hel p ne?
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SATAN
Is this how you treat ny gifts?

Jesus junps, startled. He turns and scow s.

JESUS
Gfts?

Sat an norphs into the OLD MAN Jesus first cured, smling
toot hl essly. Then he turns back into hinself.

JESUS (cont’ d)
You! You tricked ne!

SATAN
It wasn’t working your way so |
hel ped you get their attention!
(pause)
Now | ook at what you did.

JESUS
What | did? Judas stole them

SATAN
How did he steal then? They're
your hel pers!
Jesus is upset, ashaned.

JESUS
He...talked to them..

Satan acts horrifi ed.

SATAN
He talked to then? How horri bl e!
(awshucks)
He nust be a pretty good talker.
JESUS
He is.
(pause)

Now what am | supposed to do?

SATAN
Ch, now you’' re asking ne?

Jesus funes in frustration. He glances between Satan and the
departing nen. Jesus starts to run after the nen

JESUS
Wit! Wait!
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They stop and turn to | ook at Jesus run up to them

JESUS (cont’ d)
Don't |eave nme. You ve got to help
me nmake peopl e not be w cked and
har d- heart ed.

THOVAS
What good is that going to do?
JESUS
What are you tal king about? A |ot
of good.
PETER
WIl it make us a nation agai n?
JOHN
WIIl it rid us of the Romans?
JESUS
It 1l keep God from destroying
ever yt hi ng.
JUDAS
Maybe that woul dn’t be such a bad
t hi ng.
Jesus i s aghast!
JESUS

How can you say that?

JUDAS
‘Maybe that woul dn’t be such a bad
thing.” Like that.

Jesus stares in consternation.

JESUS
You don’t nean that.

He | ooks at each of themin turn. Judas smles at Jesus,
synpat heti cal | y.

JUDAS
If we can’t fix all these problens
what’ s the point in prolonging the
suf feri ng?

Judas stares at Jesus.
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JUDAS (cont’ d)
What’s the point? O is that part
of H's plan too?

Jesus shrinks, very confronted by the question.

JESUS
Stay and hel p me nmake peopl e
ri ght eous and. .

The ot her nmen chuckle at him Judas | aughs.

JUDAS
That’s what we’'re going to do.
W' re going to go nake sone nen
‘righteous.” Sone, at |east.

He smles at him pantom m ng swordplay and turns away and
conti nues wal king. The nen follow him Jesus frowns.

LATER

James and Jesus are struggling to take the tent down. Jesus
gets trapped underneath the mnuslin.

JESUS
Hel p... Help.

James is trying to help him but his frustration is so nmuch
that he gives up and pl ops on the ground.

Jesus tries to beat his way out of the tent. Satan uncovers
Jesus.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Thank you, thank you.
(pause)
Thank—

Jesus sees that it’s Satan again and scow s.

JESUS (cont’ d)
—you!

Jesus pushes the rest of the tent away from hinsel f and
frowns at him He wal ks over and sits next to Janes. Janes
is too tired to react.

SATAN
| just led the horse to water.
It’s not ny fault you can’t nake it
dri nk!
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JESUS
Horse? Drink? Can’t you just say
what you nean?

SATAN
It’s an illustration. A netaphor.
You should try it sone tine.
JESUS
What ever.
SATAN

Wth that attitude you Il never
make them ri ght eous and God-

fearing.
JESUS
| don’t know what to do. M head
hurts.
SATAN
Well. How d Judas sw pe your
hel pers?
JESUS
| already told you, he tal ked them
intoit.
SATAN

Can’t you tal k people into being
ri ghteous and CGod-fearing?

Jesus sags in frustration.

JESUS
|’ ve tal ked and tal ked and tal ked
and not hi ng.

SATAN
Then how did Judas get themto
fol Il ow hi n?

JESUS
| don't know. He just didit.

SATAN
Maybe you shoul d ask him

JESUS
He’ s gone.

SATAN
Maybe you shoul d find him
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JESUS
How am | going to find hin®

SATAN
Maybe you shoul d | ook for him

JESUS
Where am | going to | ook for him—

James rears up in frustrati on—

JAMES
WHO ARE YQU TALKI NG TO?

—startling Jesus and Sat an.
EXT. HLL - SUNRI SE

Jesus wakes up cranped and cold. He |ooks around and sees
the tent in a pile where it was left last night. He yawns
and stretches and clears his head. He |ooks around. Janes
is nowhere to be found.

JESUS
James?

He stands up, stanps his feet to regain warnth.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Janes?

He | ooks all over. No Janes. Jesus sits down again.
Depr essed.

LATER

Jesus is loading the tent, rolling it up, wapping it, tying
it down, onto the cart they have for it. It’s a lot of work
for one man.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Own. That hurts!

He's tired and gets a SLIVER IN HS HAND. He stops and
studies it, trying to pick it out. He finally manages to
extract it and he shakes out his hand.

EXT. ROAD - DAY
Jesus is driving the cart, alone, bored. H s head nods and

he falls asleep. The donkey pulling the cart continues
anyway.
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EXT. TOW

Jesus drives into town. He wakes up and when he realizes
that he’s in a town he beconmes nore wary of the people around
him alittle furtive. But, no one pays attention to him

He's torn between wanting to talk to soneone and renai ni ng
anonynous. He's frustrated.

He rides through the towmn. He finds the center of the town,
clinbs off the cart and sits down at the well.

JESUS
(asi de)
Are all towns designed the sane

way ?

He gets a drink and then he waters the donkey, patting it
af fectionately.

JESUS (cont’ d)
| shall call you *‘donkey.’

He chuckl es norosely to hinself and at how far he’s cone. He
sits back down. El bows on knees, chin in palns, he watches
the world go by, sitting on the well.

He sees a FATHER, a carpenter, TEACH NG H'S SON how to cut
wood properly. Jesus watches in boredom

The carpenter gestures at the wood and the saw expl ai ni ng.
He indicates the teeth on the sawto his son. He shows him
how to hold the saw and the wood. Then the carpenter cuts a
pi ece while the boy watches. The excess piece falls away.

Then the carpenter hands the boy the saw, which | ooks | arge
in his smaller hands. He shows the boy where he shoul d cut
now. The boy cuts the wood with nore difficulty and sl ower
than his father.

But, he does it.

The boy is overjoyed and the father is clearly proud of him
He tousles his hair and hugs the boy. The boy points out
that his armhurts, it’s sore. The father |aughs and

i ndi cates his own strong arns.

The two of them continue sawi ng wood.

Jesus | ooks away.

He spots a MOTHER AND DAUGHTER. The wonan has a threshing
basket next to a sack of wheat.
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She gestures to the girl what she should do and then shows
her. She doles out several handfuls of wheat fromthe sack
into the basket.

She points out that the wind is blowing at themand i n what
direction. Wth the wind slightly behind her she starts to
toss the wheat in the basket into the air, letting the w nd
take the chaff.

She asks the girl if she understands. The girl nods.

The woman pours the gl eaned wheat into anot her basket and
gets sone nore handfuls. Now she hands the basket to her
daughter and watches her do it. The girl does it, perfectly.
She has a knack for it.

The not her cheers and hugs her daughter. The little girl is
happy.

Jesus | ooks away, bored.
EXT. R VER

Jesus is sitting by the edge of the water watching fishing
boats worki ng. He watches peopl e washing clothes. He
wat ches seagul|ls | ooking for food. He s bored.

EXT. ROAD - N GHT

Jesus is driving along the road nunching on sone bread. The
nmoon is out so he can see his way very clearly.

In the distance he sees a Roman garrison lit up with torches.
He can hear sone shouts or reports fromthe fort. It’'s a
basi ¢ Roman fort nmade of sharpened tinbers and adobe.

The road he’s on is part of a fork. H's part is converging
with the other “tine” in the distance.

He cones across a man |ying on the side of the road.

JESUS
Hel | 0?

Jesus clinbs down and approaches the nman. He rustles himand
then rolls himover.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Hey M ster?

The body rolls over. The man’s dead, his tunic is bl oody.
Jesus startles.
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JESUS (cont’ d)
Ch ny. Wiat happened?

He | ooks around the road and can see debris further ahead.

He | eaves the body, reluctantly and investigates further. He
finds a bl oody CLAYMORE, a short sword. He notices splotches
of blood in the dirt that stand out thanks to the noonlight.

He ventures further. He finds sone bl oody di scarded
garnments, waps, tunics. He finds a spear. He sees soneone
stunbling on the road.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Hel | 0?

That person darts away into the brush beside the road.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Wi t!

He hears soneone noaning. He turns around trying to find the
origin of the cries. He searches on the other side of the
road, in the brush. He spots a man draggi ng hinsel f through
the foliage.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Wi t!

The man tries to hurry, but he’s badly hurt and can’t. More
noans. Jesus catches up to himand touches himto roll him
over.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Wi t .

The man rolls over painfully and brandi shes a claynore at
Jesus, naking himjunp back. THE SWORD IS BLOODY. So is the
man. Jesus gapes at him

JESUS (cont’ d)
Judas?!

Judas points the sword at himagain and then drops it,
realizing Jesus isn't a foe.

JESUS (cont’ d)
What happened? You | ook hurt!

Judas rolls onto his side. He renoves his bl oody hand and
shows Jesus an ARROW STI CKI NG QUT of his gut.
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JUDAS
(coarsely)
I"mthrilled to see you! Get it?
Thrill ed?

He groans from anot her spasm of pain and coughs.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Roman. .. garrison
(pause)
Soneone ratted us out.

He coughs and splutters.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
It woul d have worked, too.

JESUS
What woul d?
JUDAS
Never mind. |’mnot going to make

it. That damn Etruscan got ne.

Jesus is frantic.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
At |east | got himtoo.

(pause)
He’s down the road a bit.
(pause)
And then a little further down.
JESUS
| can heal you
JUDAS
That’s alright kid. 1 don’t buy

that stuff. Maybe if | had
car buncl es, not a gut wound.

JESUS
No! | can hel p you.

JUDAS
Don’t bother. Just hold ny hand.
(full of self-pity)
It won’t be |ong now....

JESUS
No!

56.
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He reaches into Judas’ bloody tunic front. He |lays his hands
on the BLOODY WOUND. Judas groans into a scream as Jesus
t ouches his stonach.

A LI GHT APPEARS in Jesus’ hands and Judas’ cry subsides into
an EXCLAMATI ON OF SURPRI SE as the pain vani shes. The arrow
shaft drops off. Even the blood is gone, |leaving only the
sliced tunic.

Judas sits up. He opens his tunic and checks his stomach.
NO WOUND. He’s heal ed.

JUDAS
You... did it! You heal ed ne!

Judas clinbs to his feet, amazed. Jesus as well stands.
Judas rubs his belly again. He stares at Jesus.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
| can’t believe it.

Judas | unges at Jesus, surprising himw th a bear hug.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Thank you. Thank you.

Judas steps back, hol ding Jesus by the shoul ders. Jesus
smles fromear to ear.

JESUS
No one’'s ever thanked ne...

Judas hugs hi m agai n.

JUDAS
Thank you.
(pause)
| can’'t believe it.

JESUS
You' re wel cone.

Judas rel eases Jesus.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Boy, am| glad | found you.

Judas smles at that statenent.

JUDAS
You can say that again.
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JESUS
Boy, am| glad | found you.

Judas | ooks around, wary, renenbering what just happened.

JUDAS
(whi sper ed)
What are you doi ng here?

JESUS
| was...just driving by. Nothing.

JUDAS
W have to get outta’ here.

Judas pauses and stares at himlong and hard. Finally he
nods and smles at him as if recalling sonething.

JUDAS (CONT' D)
| amyour servant. You saved ny
life. I min your debt! Your
m ssion i s ny mssion.

JESUS
What about the Romans?
JUDAS
They’' Il have to wait. How el se can

| repay you?

JESUS
Do you really nean it?

Judas stares at himagain, |ong and hard.
JUDAS

You want to “make the w cked and
har d- hearted ri ght eous and God-

fearing?” 1’1l help you. That’'s
ny pledge to you for saving ny
life.

JESUS
Wow.

JUDAS
But, ...

Jesus |l ooks at him Judas | ooks at himtentatively.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Let nme figure out another way of
doing it.
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Jesus sm | es sheepishly.

JESUS
Sur e.

Judas studies his torn tunic.

JUDAS
What? You couldn't fix the
t hreads?

Jesus i s caught off guard.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Ki ddi ng.

I NT. TAVERN - DAY

Scuf fed and brui sed, Peter, John, Thonmas and sone others are
present.

THOVAS
Wait a second. One nonent you're
sayi ng revolution! Over throw the
Romans—

They shush him

THOVAS (cont’ d)
... how you’' re sayi ng we shoul d go
back to healing? WMake up your
m nd!

JUDAS
| have.

He turns dramatically towards Jesus.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Ever since he saved ny life, his
mssion is ny mssion. So, we're
goi ng back into the healing
busi ness.

He turns back to the rest.
JUDAS (cont’ d)
But, we're going to do things a
little differently.

They all groan at him Sone drop their faces into their
hands.
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JUDAS (cont’ d)
He says that his father, God, wll
destroy the Earth if we don’t shape
up and, to quote, “becone righteous
and God-fearing.”
(pause)
|”mnot sure | believe that.

He gl ances at Jesus with a smle.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
But, | like the kid. And, we could
all use a little nore righteousness
in this world.

(pause)
So if it starts here, with us, then
so be it.

He | ooks at them No one di sagrees.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
W have their attention, thanks to
this “traveling show you guys
started. W just have to figure
out howto get themto listen to
hi s message | ong enough to get
t hrough to them

Sonme of themnod to thensel ves.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
| have an idea....

EXT. MEADOW - DAY

Anot her happening is in progress. They ve drawn a |arge
crowd. They’ ve also converted the old tent into a |ong
curtai ned fence: an enclosure. Sone of the hel pers take
adm ssions as usual. But, they re not taking noney.

PETER
Adm ssion is free. Contributions
are welconme. But, if you want to
be seen by “Jesus, the Healer,”
you' Il have to sit through a twenty
m nute presentati on beforehand.

The person in line shrugs and nods and hands Peter sone
noney. He smiles at the person and allows themin and starts
his spiel with the next person.

| NSI DE
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Jesus is speaking to a group of people sitting on the ground.
Judas watches fromthe side. Jesus is tentative as he
speaks. He peeks at Judas to see if he’'s doing it right.

Judas has the presentation nmenorized, he may have witten it,
and his lips nove as he follows along. Thomas is in front of
the ‘stage’ hol ding cue cards for Jesus.

JESUS
In return | ask one prom se from
all of you.

He gl ances at Judas. Judas nods and smles back.

JESUS (cont’ d)
You don’t have to do it. It’s up
to you.

He | ooks at everybody and sees that no one is distracted.
Rather, they’'re all paying very close attention to him

JESUS (cont’ d)

| ask you all, to promse to do one
kind thing for soneone you don’t
know, soneone you won't be
benefitting fromin any direct way,
such as maki ng noney fromthem or
getting work fromthem

(pause)
In fact, | want you to | ook for
soneone you don’t know and do one
ki ndness for them

(pause)
That’ s all.

He checks the crowd.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Do you prom se?

No one says anything. He checks with Judas. Judas nods at
himand points with his chin at the first row Jesus nods.
He addresses one person directly.

JESUS (cont’ d)
WIl you do that?

He | ooks at others directly.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Do you prom se?
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VAN 11
What do you nean by ki ndness?

Jesus tries to figure out how to answer that.

JESUS
Vell, what do you think is a
ki ndness?

MAN 11

Not hitting soneone?

JESUS
| think that would just be not
doi ng sonet hi ng nean.

The man ki nd of understands. The crowd scratches its

collective head. Jesus throws a glance at Judas.
shrugs.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Ckay, uh, soneone tell ne a
ki ndness soneone did for you.

A WOMAN r ai ses her hand.

WOVAN 10
| remenber one tine, a friend of
mnes let me get inline in front
of her to buy fish.

She smles proudly. Jesus frowns, confused.

JESUS
That sounds like it was a nice
thing for you. But, it doesn't
sound like a nice thing for the
people in line behind you.

WOVAN 10
Who?

JESUS
The people in line behind your
friend. The people who had been
wai ting | onger than you. For fish.

WOVAN 10
What ?

JESUS
That’s a good start!

Judas

62.



H s Father in Heaven 63.

He gl ances at Judas. Judas feels his frustration.

VAN 11

| hel ped a woman kill a chicken
once.

(pause)
It was pretty feisty and she
couldn’'t get a good grip so | did
it for her.

(pause)
She repaid me with ‘favors.’

He sits back smling conceitedly, winking at Jesus. Jesus
stares at the man. Horrified. Judas stares in shock. Jesus
snaps out of it.

JESUS
Do sone kind thing for soneone you
don’t know and...that’s it.
(pause)
Alright. W' s first?

The crowd stands.
LATER

The crowd is leaving the enclosure as the next group waits to
go in.

MAN 11
That was great.

WOVAN 10
| feel brand new.

MAN 11

| don’t get that Kkindness thing.
What does he want us to do?

WOVAN 10
| dunno.

| NSI DE
Jesus is addressing the next group.
VAN 12
You nean |ike not sleeping with ny
nei ghbor’s wife? She’'s ugly
anyway.

Jesus gl ares.
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THEN

WOVAN 11
Do you mean not cursing ny not her-
in-law and w shing she would die?

Jesus stares at the dolts.
EXT. MEADOW - EVEN NG

Anot her group of recently cured and healed is |eaving the
scene. They seem happy and ent husiastic, fully engaged in
conversations. Jesus and Judas standby watching the crowd
| eaving. They | ook at each other and smle at their success.

JESUS
| think it’s working.

JUDAS
W'l |l see.

James approaches themslowy. They notice him He |ooks a
little bedraggl ed.

JESUS
Janes!

JUDAS
Wiere you been?

He’s wary of Judas.

JAMES
Around. | thought you left to
def eat Rone.

JUDAS
Change in plans. What are you
doi ng now?

James thinks, he |ooks at his clothes, which seem beat up,
and shrugs.

JAMES
|"mcurrently at liberty....

JESUS
You want to hel p us out again?

James squints at Judas.

JAMES
Maybe. What are you doi ng?
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JESUS
W' re nmaki ng peopl e ri ght eous.

JUDAS
W' re trying. Basically the sane
t hi ng you guys were doing but with
a smal |l change.

James nods as if he figured.

JESUS
You wanna hel p us agai n?

JAMVES
Sur e.

He stares at Judas. Judas smles at him

JESUS
Vll, I’mhungry.

JUDAS
Me too. Let’s get some grub.

They start to nove. The rest of the hel pers are taking the
encl osure down.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
You com ng?

James | ooks at himand nods. He falls in step with Judas.

JAVES
| heard about an incident. Sone
subversives were killed in a fail ed
at t ack.

JUDAS
It’s a good thing for nme Jesus cane
al ong when he did.

Judas smles at a surprised Janes. Judas continues wal ki ng.
JUDAS (cont’ d)
If I ever learn who ratted us out,
though, 1’11 kill him
James pauses before follow ng them
EXT. TOM - DAY

Peopl e are bustling about. Pairs, couples, nove about in
conversation. There’'s a BUZZ IN THE AIR
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TWD MEN.
MAN 13
| feel much better. You should do
it.
MAN 14
How much is it?
MAN 13
It’s free. But, he nakes you make
a prom se.
MAN 14
About what ?
MAN 13
l"’mstill not sure.
TWD WOVEN
WOVAN 12

It’s conpletely gone and | have
nore energy.

WOVAN 13
What are they call ed?

WOVAN 12
CHRI STCS.

WOVAN 13
Christos? Wat’'s that nean?

WOVAN 12
| think it’s Geek for ‘look, he's
the one’ or ‘whoop, there he is!’

EXT. CAESAREA - DAY

Caesarea is a big city, by these standards. The hustle and
bustle is obvious, but there also is a buzz. Throughout the
crowds individuals are wearing neckl aces, pendants, pins and
ot her baubles that spell out “CHRI STCS.” The word “CHRI STCS”
is held in an al nond-shaped outli ne.

Jesus, Judas and Janes are strolling al ong.

JESUS
What’'s a ‘ Chri stos?



H s Father in Heaven 67.

JUDAS
It sounds Greek. Like, ‘the
chosen.’

One of the people wal king by, wearing a Christos pin, stops
and notices Jesus. They tap their conpanion and point him
out .

CHRI STCS 1

Hey. You're the one.

Jesus, Judas, and Janes stare at the “fan.”

JUDAS

What one?
CHRI STCS 1

He’s the one who heal ed ny goiter!
CHRI STCS 2

You' re right, the Christos!
CHRI STCS 1

The Onel!l
JESUS

The One?
JAMES

Whi ch “one?”

The CHRI STOS | ook at themlike they' re dense. They chuckl e.

CHRI STCS 1
The One!?

CHRI STCS 2
Duh.

CHRI STCS 1

Who heal s peopl e?

CHRI STCS 2
Yeah. The One who heal s peopl e?

CHRI STCS 1
Yeah.

Judas | ooks at Jesus.

JUDAS
You' re the Chri stosl!
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JESUS
| anf

CHRISTOS 1 & 2
(i n chorus)
Duh!

Jesus, Judas and Janes stare at each other. Qher Christos
notice the first two talking to them

CHRI STCS 3
Whoop, there he is!

Judas catches on. He grabs Jesus by the armand starts
wal ki ng.

JUDAS
W gotta get out of here.

Judas flashes the first two Christos a quick smle.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
GCotta go. Bye!

James tags along. As they rush through the crowd and spot
nore Christos nore of themseemto recogni ze Jesus.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
| think | underestimted you.

They make it to the inn and rush to their room

| NT. ROOM

John is relaxing in a chair by a window while Peter is

nappi ng. The three stunble into the room rousing Peter and
startling John.

The three plop down in respective seats.

JESUS
Peopl e are wearing pins and things.

John and Peter gl ance at Jesus.

JUDAS
Have you guys heard of ‘ Christos?

JOHN
No.

Pet er shakes his head. He rubs the sleep out of his eyes.
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PETER
VWhat are ‘ Chri stos?

JUDAS
W just ran into a bunch of people
weari ng pins and necklaces with the
word ‘ Christos’ on them

Judas points at Jesus.

JAMES
Apparently they’ re graduates of...
our semnars.

PETER
Who started that?

JUDAS
Don't know. John?

JOHN
| ve never heard of it.

Judas stands up and paces about.

JUDAS
W' ve hit a chord. People are
i dentifying thensel ves as
“Christos.’

JAMES
Soneone’ s naki ng noney of f us.

JUDAS
| wonder how many of the Christos
have kept their prom ses.

Jesus too would like to know.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
| guess we could ask a bunch of
t hem

JAMES
At the next happening. W can ask
t he new ones how t hey’ ve heard
about us and who’'s selling these
t hi ngs.

JUDAS
Maybe we shoul d add sonething to
t he prom se

69.
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JESUS
VWat if we tell themto be God-
fearing?

JAMES

Peopl e don’'t want to hear that
stuff! W' re already asking them
to be GOOD.

Judas is surprised by James’ abruptness. He shoots hima
| ook.

JAMES (cont’ d)

| just think...

JESUS
But, |’ m supposed to nake the hard-
hearted and w cked peopl e ri ghteous
and—

JUDAS

(i nterrupting)
Cod-fearing. Jesus, what exactly
does that nean? Wy does God want
us to fear hinP

JESUS
He...well. He’s the one and only
true God. He’s our heavenly father
and he demands to be worshi pped.

JUDAS
But, why fear?

Jesus stops, realizing he doesn’t know the answer. He
frowns.

JESUS

Wl | ...otherwise they won’t worship

hi m
Judas | ooks at Jesus. Jesus scratches his head.
EXT. AWPH THEATER - DAY
The group has set up in a Roman anphitheater. The crowd is
| arger and taking their seats. Judas is on stage | ooking
over the crowd. James wal ks by.

JUDAS
How d you get this place?
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JAMES
Judea’s littered with them
They’ re cheap too.

JUDAS
But, it’'s Roman.

JAMES
So’s the noney we paid them

JUDAS
What ever .

Jesus is strolling around the grounds getting a feeling for
the people in attendance. He wal ks by the entrances. John,
Peter, Thomas and several others are hel ping process the

at t endees.

THOVAS
Admi ssion is free. Contributions
only. Thank you.

Each person gets half of a ticket, and the hel pers keep the
other half, to count attendance.

PETER
Wiere’ d you hear about us?

WOVAN 14
Afriend did it. She tripled her
i ncone because of it.

THOVAS
Wiere’ d you hear about us?

MAN 15
A friend.

John is talking to two nen. He spots Jesus.

JOHN
These are two new guys hel pi ng us.
(pause)
This is Mark,
(pause)
And this is Luke.

Jesus shakes hands with them

JESUS
Wl come, Mark, Luke. Thank you.

They nod good- naturedly.
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JESUS (cont’ d)
Don’t we have any wonen hel pi ng us?

JOHN
Uh, no. Wy would we?

JESUS
| dunno.

Judas and Janes arrive. Judas spots sonet hing.

JUDAS
Who are those guys?

Through the gates he points out vendors selling necklaces and
pendants and pins to the attendees.

JAMES
They’' re working for us. [|If people
are going to pay good noney for
this stuff we mght as well get
sone of it.

Judas | ooks at Janes slyly.

JUDAS
CGood work. .

He | ooks around. The theater is filling up.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
W better get ready. Jesus?

JESUS
Ready.

STAGE

Judas cones out on stage and addresses the crowd by raising
his arnms and getting their attention. The nurnur of the
crowd dies off.

JUDAS
Thank you everybody for com ng
today. Thank you.

H s voice reverberates fromthe anphitheater and the
backdr op.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
W' d like to know how you heard
about us.

( MORE)
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JUDAS (cont’ d)

So if no one’s asked you, please
t ake one of our hel pers aside and
tell them where you heard about
this. W’d appreciate it.

(pause)
Wll, the way we do this is Jesus
cones out and gives a short
presentation that we ask you to
listen to, then he’'ll see each of
you i ndi vi dual | y—

BACKSTAGE
Jesus is watching, waiting for his cue. Janmes is with him

JAMES
This is one of the biggest crowds
we’ ve ever had.

Jesus gul ps nervously.

JAMES (cont’ d)
Ch.  Sorry.

Jesus takes some cal mi ng breaths.

JAMES (cont’ d)
Go get ‘em

Jesus gets his cue and goes on stage. Judas cones backst age.
STACE
The crowd cheers as Jesus cones out.

JESUS
Wl conme, wel cone. Thank you for
com ng!

The crowd cheers. Jesus smles, encouraged.

JESUS (cont’ d)
|"d Iike to change this part a
little today.
(pause)
M/ job is to—

He peeks off-stage at Judas.
JESUS (cont’ d)
—bri ng goodness and ri ght eousness
to you.

Judas sm | es.
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JESUS (cont’ d)

That’s why | do what |’ m doi ng, and
that’s why | ask you to do this.

(pause)
| understand that people already
have too nmuch to deal with. They
can barely keep the Msaic Law
(oserving the Ten Commandnents can
be kind of difficult.

Peopl e i n the audi ence nod.

BACKSTAGE

Judas and Janes perk up, surprised.

JAMES
The Ten Commandnents! Wat’'s he
doi ng?

JUDAS
Qui et !

JESUS

Maybe t hey shoul d be sinplified.

Silence falls on the crowd.

JESUS (cont’ d)
It could be just two conmandnents.

James | ooks horrified. Judas is truly intrigued.

JESUS (cont’ d)
Love God with all your heart and
spirit.

Jesus scrunches hinself for enphasis, squeezing ‘heart and
spirit’ out of hinself.

JESUS (cont’ d)
And | ove your nei ghbor as yourself.

JAMES
Two Commandnents? Wat? And throw
away t he other seven?

JUDAS
Eight. Quiet. That’'s brilliant.

JAMES
Brilliant?
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JUDAS
O course. These two cover all
t en.

JAMES
How? Wat about “you shoul dn’t
kill your neighbor?”

JUDAS
It’s not “you shouldn’t kill your
nei ghbor.” 1t’s “you SHALL NOT
kill your neighbor.” If you |ove
CGod and you | ove your nei ghbor you
won't kill him wll you?

JAMES

Vel |, what about the other ones?
VWhat are the ot her Commandment s?
Uh,...Fire, Wnd, Water.

JUDAS
Those are the el enent s!
JAMES
“Don’t spit inthe wind!” *“Don't

pet sweaty things!...
James | ooks to Judas for confirmation, which he doesn’t get.

JAMES (cont’ d)
“...Don’t sweat petty things!”

Judas and Janes turn to the crowd as they ‘ Ah-ha,’ begi nning
to understand, and then they start to appl aud.

STAGE

JESUS
You no | onger have to worry about
all Ten Conmandnents if you
remenber these two.

He smles and claps his hands together in conpletion.

JESUS (cont’ d)
That’'s it.
(pause)
Ch, and if you can prom se to do
one ki ndness for someone you don’t
know, that’'s it.

The crowd appl auds in eager agreenent. A line of hel pers has
noved in front of the stage to hel p process the attendees.
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JESUS (cont’ d)
Do you prom se?

The crowd cheers.

JESUS (cont’ d)
W1l you love your God with al
your heart and spirit and | ove your
nei ghbor s?

The crowd cheers as wel |l .

JESUS (cont’ d)
Geat. Then who's first?

The hel pers direct the first row of attendees to stand and
file down, to clinb the stage and then | ead out of the
anphi t heater after seeing Jesus. Jesus scans the people
['ining up.

JESUS (cont’ d)
They’' re not as pathetic as the
earlier crowds used to be. dd.

Jesus lays hands on all who pass by him
| NT. TAVERN

Jesus and conpany are relaxing after a long day. They're
havi ng di nner, or supper, in a back roomat a |ong table.
Jesus and Judas sit and tal k, having finished their neals.

JESUS
Way woul d people start calling
t hensel ves Christos and weari ng
t hose things w thout being told?

JUDAS
Peopl e want to be part of
sonet hi ng, bel ong to sonet hi ng.

Jesus doesn’'t under st and.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
In this world, it’s so easy to fee
alone, lonely, adrift in the vast
enptiness of it all.

Judas gets kind of wistful and it scares Jesus a little as he
sort of recogni zes what he’s tal king about.
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Jesus

Judas

Judas

Judas

JUDAS (cont’ d)

Bei ng part of sonething gives
peopl e a sense of neaning, of...I
don’t know, connectedness t hat
grounds them gives themroots.

JESUS

So, just belonging is what it’s al

about ?

JUDAS

It’s part of it. Belonging to
anyt hing can have that effect. |

felt alittle of that when
sol di er of Judea,
(pause)
...for alittle while.
(pause)
That’s what going to Tenple
Don’t you belong... to anyth
Li ke your famly.
(pause)
Where' s your famly?

| ooks ar ound.

JESUS
Al over.

doesn’t under st and.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
Well, ny father is in heaven
(pause)
The angels are all over.
(pause)
M/ younger brother is here.
puni shed and cast down.

has a mld scowl on his face.

JUDAS

was a

i S.
I ng?

He was

t h.

| heard you were from Nazare

JESUS

Ch, them That’s not ny famly.

scows a little nore genuinely.

JESUS (cont’ d)
That’s different. | nean |
with them yeah. They' re ny
Earthly famly, an adopted f

grew up

amly.

77.
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JUDAS

78.

Whien was the last tine you saw

t hen?
Jesus shrugs.

EXT. ROAD - N GHT

Judas and Jesus are riding their cart.

JUDAS

Doesn’t bel onging to them give you
a special feeling?

Jesus shrugs.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Don’t they mss you?

Jesus shrugs.

JUDAS (cont’ d)

Let’s tal k about

sonet hi ng el se?

Jesus nods ent husi astically.

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
What gave you the idea to nake two

commandnent s?

JESUS

James said ‘people can’'t even
follow the Ten Commandnents t hat
are witten dowmn for them How are
they going to be righteous and God-

fearing?

Judas | ooks at himand thinks. They ride into Nazareth at

ni ght.
EXT. STREET

Judas and Jesus stop at a house and clinb off the cart.

JESUS
This is it.

JUDAS
Wl |, go ahead.

Jesus knocks on the door.

Noi ses can be heard fromi nsi de.
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MARY
Wo is it?

Jesus | eans into the door.

JESUS
It’s nme, the son of Cod.

Judas is horrified.

JUDAS
You call yourself that?

MARY (O S.)
Jesus?

The door opens. An overjoyed, older wonan, NMARY, beans at
Jesus with her arns outstretched.

MARY (cont’ d)
M/ baby!

Tears start flowing instantly. She rushes himand hugs him
Judas sm | es, enjoying wtnessing the reunion.

MARY (cont’ d)
It’s been so, so long! Let ne | ook
at you! W’ ve been so worried
about you ever since you left work.

She hol ds Jesus’ face in her hands and beans at him crying
with joy.

JESUS
H Mary.

She hugs and ki sses himagain, and again. Finally... She
catches her breath and | ooks at Judas.

MARY
Who’ s your friend?

JESUS
This is ny friend Judas. He's
hel pi ng ne change the w cked and
hard-hearted into righteous, God-
fearing peopl e.

Mary reaches out and hugs Judas. Then she steps asi de,
wel com ng theminto her hone.
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MARY
Conme in. Cone in. You nust be
hungry. Were have you cone fronf

JESUS
W were in Caesarea. Not too far
MARY
Ch ny, Caesarea? Wat brings you
her e?
(asi de)

Grls, Honey? Jesus is herel

JUDAS
He told ne he hadn’'t seen you in a
long time and | thought we shoul d
pay a visit.

MARY
VWnderful! Whnderful! Come in.

They step inside. Mary closes the door and then | eads them
inside. Judas smles at Jesus. Jesus seens totally cluel ess
to the inportance of the reunion. Judas notions himto go
first and follows him naking a face at how WEIRD HE | S.

Three beautiful young wonmen run out to neet them They

shri ek when they see Jesus, and hug and kiss him JOSEPH, an
ol der man, cones out too and happily hugs Jesus and ki sses
hi m on the cheeks.

JOSEPH
Jesus! Wiere have you been?

JESUS
H Joseph.

Joseph shakes hands with Judas.

JOSEPH
Joseph. Wl conme to our hunble home
and unusual famly.

JUDAS
Judas. Pleasure. Thank you.

Mary sets places for themat the dinner table. The wonen
i ntroduce thensel ves to Judas.

MARY JR
|’ m Mary.

Judas shakes her hand and sm | es.
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EL| ZABETH
| m Eli zabet h.

Judas shakes her hand and sm | es.

DORCAS
| " m Dor cas.

Judas shakes her hand—

JUDAS
It’s a pleasure!

—and smles. He |looks at Jesus. She’'s a knock-out.

JESUS
They' re ny sisters.

MARY
Sit, sit.

Mary brings out food. Jesus’ sisters help her. Jesus sits
down and notions for Judas to sit down. Judas, stil
stunned, sits opposite him

MARY (cont’ d)
Eat. Aren’'t you hungry.

JUDAS
Actually ma’am W are. Well, |
am

JESUS
Yeah, ne too.

JUDAS
This is a beautiful... home you
have.

JOSEPH

Ch thank you. [It’s nodest.

VARY
It beats living in a barn.

She and Joseph share a | ook. Judas smiles, not getting it.

LATER

Jesus’ sisters are playing musical instruments and singing
with beautiful voices. Even Mary and Joseph are backing them
up. The song is a very cool, fun, folk song with a funky

pol y-r hyt hm
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Judas is tapping his foot and thoroughly enjoying hinself.
He | ooks at Jesus and sees that although he’s not unhappy,
he’s not into the groove. Judas |eans into Jesus and

whi spers in his ear.

JUDAS
Look at them They re so happy to
see you.

Jesus | ooks at his famly anew.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Don’t you m ss then?

JESUS
| dunno. | guess so.

JUDAS
Don’t you like then?

JESUS
| dunno. | guess so.

JUDAS
You guess so? Were are you from—

Judas stops. He renenbers how Jesus will answer that. He
| eans in again, squinting at Jesus.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
See. On this planet, humans who

are KIND, |i ke each other and m ss
each other and keep in touch with
each ot her.

JESUS
Ki nd?

JUDAS

Yes! As in ‘kindness’ ?
Jesus | ooks at himsurprised, renenbering his ‘promse’.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
My fam|ly doesn’t play nusic when |
visit.

Judas shakes his head, smling in disbelief. Judas waves him
away and returns to listening to the nusic. Dorcas is
| eading the sisters in song, strunmng a |ute.
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DORCAS
M —hael , row your boat a-shore.
Ha—+| e—+u—ah! M —hael row
your . .

EXT. HOUSE - DAY

Judas, Jesus and everyone wal k out. Joseph and Judas finish
a conversati on.

JOSEPH
He was al ways a ‘devout’ kid. But,
t hat one day took the cake.
(pause)
It’s good to know he’s okay.

Joseph shrugs. Judas nods gl ancing at Jesus.

Judas and Jesus clinb onto their cart to | eave. Mary,
Joseph, and Jesus’ sisters wave goodbye to them Judas
happi | y waves at them PARTI CULARLY AT DORCAS. They prod
their nule and ride away.

EXT. AVPH THEATER - DAY

Jesus is on stage in full swing. |It’s another anphitheater
and a different town.

JESUS
Two Commandnents are nmuch easier to
renmenber than ten, right?

A man stands in the cromd. He's clearly a priest judging
fromhis ‘raiments.” |In fact there are several nen, younger
ones, with him dressed alike in the crowd.

SADDUCEE
Who told you to shorten the Ten
Conmmandnent s?

The SADDUCEE points angrily at Jesus.
SADDUCEE ( CONT' D)
By whose authority do you change
t he Law?

JESUS
Excuse nme?

Jesus is unprepared. He glances at Judas backstage. Judas
shrugs. Jesus snmiles at the priest.
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JESUS (cont’ d)
| did it nyself.

The Sadducee is horrified.

SADDUCEE
You admit that you have no
aut hority!

Backst age. . .

JUDAS
Ch, oh.

JESUS
No, | asked for it. M father told
nme to cone down here and make al
of you hard-hearted and w cked
peopl e righteous and God-feari ng.

The crowd and Judas groan.

JUDAS
Not the ‘Ri ghteous and God-
fearing.’

SADDUCEE

You asked for it? And it was
granted to you?

Jesus nods innocently. The Sadducee turns to the assenbl ed
crowd.

SADDUCEE (cont’ d)
This man is a heretic and will be
arrested for daring to change God’ s
lawl | command you all to disperse
at once.

The peopl e mur nur.

SADDUCEE (cont’ d)
Unl ess you too want to be arrested
as heretics as well!

The ot her Sadducee priests get up and start pushing people
out of the anphitheater. They’'re none too nice about it
either, sone using their wal king sticks to beat people.

SADDUCEE (cont’ d)
Cuar ds!

Fromthe entrance, Judean sol di ers appear.



H s Father in Heaven 85.

JUDAS
Ch, oh.

Judas runs onstage and grabs Jesus by the scruff, dragging
hi mof f stage.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
W gotta get out of here. |
shoul d have known it was too good
to be true.

James runs up to them

JUDAS ( CONT' D)
Tell everyone to neet at the
Gar den.

JAMES
VWhat ? Waere?

JUDAS
The Garden! Get hsenane!

James has a cunning | ook on his face.

JAMES
Wy ?

JUDAS
Rabi d rabbi s!

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - DUSK
Judas and Jesus run furtively from shade to shade.

JESUS
Wiy woul d they get mad at ne for
saying that ny father sent ne.
Don’t they believe in God?

JUDAS
That’ s what they say. They don’t
bel i eve in you.

Jesus slows down in realization

JESUS
They...they think I'’mlying?

JUDAS
Basically. They re not known for
bei ng open-m nded and progressi ve.
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JESUS
| s that what He neans by ‘ hard-
hearted’ ?

Judas yanks on himto keep novi ng.
EXT. ROAD - N GHT

Judas and Jesus are |less furtive now that they got away and
it’s nighttinme. Jesus frowns and whi nes.

JESUS
| thought it was worKking.

JUDAS
W don’t really know that. They
coul d just be taking advant age of
your healing powers, |ike before.

Judas hisses in frustration. Judas |eads them down a ravine
and under an aqueduct.

JESUS
Then how will | ever know when
they’' re righteous?

JUDAS
| guess when soneone surprises
you. .. by doing sonme kindness for

you.
They find a path. The path |eads themto a grove.
EXT. GETHSEMANE

Judas and Jesus enter the garden. It’s a small space, not
really a garden. 1It’s nore of an unfinished project from
years ago. He whistles like a bird and waits for a response.
Soneone whi stles back and steps out of the darkness.

It’s Thonas.

THOVAS
Who goes there?

JUDAS
It’s ne and Jesus.

THOVAS
Are you sure..

JUDAS
| s everyone here?
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THOVAS
No. Some got caught.

JUDAS
Dam!

JESUS
Real | y?

THOVAS

| don’t know for sure.

John and Peter step out of the darkness. A few nore hel pers
appear as wel | .

JUDAS
Alright. Gather everyone together.

They huddle in a circle.

JOHN
What are we gonna’ do now?

JUDAS
W can wait for a few hours before
dawn and then head for Capernaum or
head nort h.

JESUS
What do you nean?
JUDAS
Leave.
JESUS
Leave?
JUDAS
The Judaean guard is | ooking for
us.
JOHN
W should be fine if we travel at
ni ght.
THOVAS
| doubt that.
JESUS

What about ny m ssion?
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JUDAS
stay with you. But, | don’t

"1
ink we can keep these guys here.

th

JESUS
But, it was working.

THOVAS
Heyeah

Judas stares at Thomas, silencing him

JESUS
Starting to at least...

Jesus sighs. He |looks at Judas. Judas smles at him
conpassi onat el y.

JUDAS
Maybe it was. W' Il just have to
figure out some ot her way.

They hear sone rustling. Janes appears, nervous and out of
br eat h.

JAMES
| s everyone here?

JUDAS
You nade it.

JAMES
Yeah. |s everyone here?

He sits down anong them and can see for hinself. HE SPOTS
JESUS.

JUDAS
Not everybody.

JAMES
What are we going to do?

JUDAS
W' re disbanding. [It’s probably
for the best.

JESUS
Judas and | are going to stick
together and try to figure out
another way to carry out ny
m ssi on.
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JAMES
That’ s good.

JUDAS
Wl |, guys. Thanks for hel ping
out. Sorry it had to end abruptly.

The hel pers nod and nutter their acknow edgenents.

JUDAS (cont’ d)
Maybe we can keep in touch somehow
and get everyone together once we
figure out another idea.

PETER
Maybe we can neet once a nonth,
have secret neetings and wear
fezzes.

THOVAS
Ri ght.

They hear nore noi se around them and see fl ashes of torches.

JUDAS
Everybody be qui et.

They freeze. James stands up.

JAMES
(1 oudly)
What is it?

Judas reaches for himand hisses at him

SODER1 (QS)
Over here.

The fell owship scranbles frantically. Roman sol di ers appear
in the grove brandi shi ng weapons.

SOLDIER 1 ( CONT' D)
Stay where you are. You're all
under arrest.

They try to run in the opposite direction but are bl ocked by
appr oachi ng sol di ers.

SOLDIER 1 (cont’ d)
Wiere’ s the one called Jesus?
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Jesus is startled and is about to answer. Judas claps his
hand over Jesus’ nouth. The soldiers get closer. Judas
drops hi s hand.

SOLDIER 1 (cont’ d)
Wi ch one of you is Jesus.

Suddenly James | unges at Jesus, huggi ng him

JAMVES
Jesus, run. Run

He |l ets go of Jesus and tries to push himon his way. The
soldiers nove toward him JUDAS GLARES AT JAMES. HE CAN T
BELI EVE H S TREACHERY. Judas rushes the nearest sol dier,
kneeing himin the groin and taking his sword.

He whi ps around and sl ashes at the soldiers and ni cks Janes.
One of the soldiers parries his slash and thrusts at him
Judas parries but is cut down by another soldier.

JESUS
JUDAS! ']

The hel pers run away. The soldiers chase after the
i ndividuals. Janes retreats into the trees, holding his
ni ck, and runs off.

Jesus runs to Judas and rolls himover. Judas smles at him
and dies. Sone soldiers grab Jesus before he can heal him

JESUS (cont’ d)
Judas! No!!!

He hangs onto Judas’ body, but the soldiers tug on himto | et
go.

a SUDDEN FIT OF RACE Jesus stands up throwi ng his arns
0

I n
in the air and bell ows A Pl TEQUS CRY COF PAI N.

t

he SCLDI ERS FLY INTO THE AIR, slanm ng into each other, or
nto the trees, dying instantly. Janes turns back and sees
ha

T
[
that.

JESUS (cont’ d)

Jesus drops to his knees beside Judas. He starts weeping.
More sol diers appear. Janes takes off.

JAMES
Tr oubl enaker.
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The sol di ers approach Jesus with swords and pi kes drawn on
him They finally reach himand bind hi mquickly and
roughly. They | ead himaway. He doesn't resist.

EXT. AVPH THEATER - DAY

Anot her anphitheater, another happening. The crowd is nmean
and rowdy. There are banners and effigies throughout.

On stage, two nmen are presented by Roman sol di ers.

On the left stands a bound and badly beaten Jesus. On the
ri ght stands an equal ly bound and badly beaten thug,
BARABBAS.

A Roman governor wal ks out on stage to appl ause, PONTIUS

PI LATE. He raises his hands arrogantly acknow edgi ng the
cheers. Wien he reaches the center of the stage suddenly he
pi cks up the pace and cuts diagonally to stage right.

Pl LATE
Peopl e of Jerusal em

The crowd cheers. He jogs over to stage left, punping the
air wwth his arns.

PI LATE (cont’d)
Peopl e of Jerusal em

More cheers. He jogs backwards, spins and faces the crowd
center stage.

Pl LATE (cont’d)

The crowd erupts.

PI LATE (cont’d)
W&l come. Welcone. Wl cone to
t oday’ s—

He points at the crowd with both hands, outstretched, arm
banded.

Pl LATE (cont’d)
You Choose The Crim nal!

The crowd cheers even nore. He dances around the stage sone
nore. There are several Sadduccees in the crowd, whispering
in the ears of people, |obbying.

JESUS
Ww, he’s good.
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Pl LATE
On your left, originally fromthe
quiet little town of Bethel ehem
currently from Nazareth, a petty
hereti c who di spl eased YOUR peopl e
by thinking hinself greater than
your laws... Jesus the Nazarene!!

The crowd boos, catcalls, whistles, and jeers. He dances
around some nore.

PI LATE (cont’d)
On your right, straight out of
Corinth, he’s a thrice convicted
thief, brutalizer of wonen,
of fender of children and a nultiple
nmurderer. He evaded elite Roman
i nvestigators for the |ongest tine
ever, and now we’ve got him
Bar abbas!!'!!

The crowd boos, and catcalls etc.... Pilate notions for
soneone of fstage. A soldier wal ks out carrying a pillow on
whi ch rests a crown of thorns.

Pl LATE (cont’d)
You know how this works. You pick
the crimnal and the wi nner gets to
wear this tiara. Since they' re
gonna’ die anyway, it doesn’t
matter that it’s probably very

painful. Consider it a fina
acknow edgenent of their high
stature. ..

(pause)

As a crimnal.
The crowd cheers and | aughs. More danci ng.

Pl LATE (cont’d)
So which is it going to be? On
your left Jesus the heretic? O on
your right Barabbas the mnurderer
and scoundrel ?

A pause and the crowd cheers and waves to the left,
surprising Pil ate.

PI LATE (cont’d)
Your left, the heretic! People
hat e troubl emakers.
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JESUS
What ? Wiat’ s goi ng on?

Satan is standing next to Jesus but no one el se can see him

SATAN
They’ re maki ng an exanpl e out of
you.

The sol di er wal ks over to Jesus and places the crown of
t horns on his head.

JESUS
OM That hurts.

Sat an nods ent husi astically.
EXT. CALVARY - DUSK

Calvary is a hill used for executions. Gaves litter the
surroundi ng area as well as bones and SKULLS, picked dry by
bi rds and bl eached by the sun.

Three crosses stand on the hill. Jesus is ON THE LEFT.

He’' s been beaten and tortured. Sonmeone’s stabbed himin the
side with sonmething. He's in bad shape. However he’s NOT
NAI LED to the cross by his hands and feet |ike the guy on the
CENTRAL CRCSS, who, by the way, they are taking down.

He | ooks around at the spectacle. A smattering of people are
wat chi ng the goings on. They jeer and boo in a bored way.
Roman soldiers m || about, executing the sentences.

Satan is standing next to Jesus’ cross, resting his armon
his feet.

JESUS
That hurts.

SATAN
Sorry.

A vendor wal ks by carrying a wooden box with souvenirs, tiny
crosses, effigies.

VENDOR
Souveni rs, souvenirs! Getcher
Col got ha souvenirs! Calvary
collectibles. Collect themall!

Jesus has to strain to | ook dowmn. He keeps forgetting that
novi ng causes hi m pai n.
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JESUS
Wiere’ s Judas? Wy are they doing
t hi s?

SATAN

He’'s dead and you will be too.

Jesus recalls.

JESUS
I will? Wiy? Wat did | do?

Satan smles. He steps away fromthe cross to | ook at Jesus.

SATAN
They don't |ike people telling them
what to do, nessing with their
religions.

The evening is becom ng storny.

JESUS
But. Who'Il help nme?

GO (0 S.)
Your tine’s up.

Satan scowl s at the intrusion.

GO (O S.) (CONT' D)
| told you it takes nore than just
‘wat chi ng over a planet.’
Destructi on works better.

SATAN
Destruction. ..

GO (0 S.)
So, there’s no reason for you to
conti nue hanging there like a foo
now. Cone along and get out of the
way so that | can destroy this
pl ace. Cone on..

JESUS
But, | still have time left to
conpl ete ny m ssion.

Wth his tal king and noving Jesus | ooks Iike he’s in extrene
di sconfort. Sone people wince at the spectacle.
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GO (O S.)
The deal was that you' d nmake them
ri ghteous and God-fearing otherw se
|"d clear the area for sonething
else. They're putting you to
death. | think it’s fair to say
you haven’t nade themrighteous or
Cod-fearing. Cone al ong.

JESUS
But, what about the Christos? Wat
about the prom ses and the two
Conmmandnent s? They were starting
to listen—

SOVETH NG DI STRACTS Jesus. A beat up ol d wooden CUP,

95.

tied to

a LONG POLE is teetering next to his face. The cup is ful

of wine that sloshes and spills out.

He follows the pole down to see a ROVAN SOLDI ER hoisting it

up to him Jesus’ EYES WDEN I N SURPRI SE

ROVAN SOLDI ER
Drink! [It’s wine and nyrrh.

Jesus gapes at him The Roman sol dier nods at him

enphatical | y.

ROVAN SCOLDI ER (cont’ d)
For the pain!

Jesus’ jaw drops slowy.

ROVAN SOLDI ER (cont’ d)
Dri nk

Suddenly Jesus sniles at the Roman sol di er and shakes his

head. The soldier frowns, slightly.

JESUS
No.

Tears well up in Jesus’ eyes.
JESUS (cont’ d)

But, thank you. Thank you very
much.

The Roman soldier is taken aback. He |owers the cup,

whol e tinme watching Jesus. Jesus smiles at him

JESUS (cont’ d)
Thank you.

t he
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Jesus | ooks up, still tearful.

GO (O S.)
(uncertain)
What now. .. ?

The stormclouds roil closer to the hill.

JESUS
| win. You can’t destroy them

GO (0 S.)
They’ re not worshi pping nme. You
didn’t acconplish your m ssion—

JESUS
(i nterrupting)
You said “All of those peopl e have
becone hard-hearted and wi cked.”
It’s not true. They' re not all
har d- hearted and w cked.

A&D (0 S.)
So what? Mbst of them are hard-
hearted and—

JESUS
(i nterrupting)
Take this Roman soldier. You d
think he’s just a nean and ornery
‘cus who woul dn’t give a dam.

Jesus gl ances down at the Roman sol dier.

JESUS (cont’ d)
No of f ense.

He | ooks back up.

JESUS ( CONT' D)
He’ s shown ne nore ki ndness and
ri ghteousness in this one gesture
t han anyone el se has, and he did it
on his own.

GO (0 S.)
Didn't he also just help nail you
to that thing?

SATAN
They tied him they didn’'t nail him
toit.
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QD (0 S.)
Qui et.

JESUS
The nore reason to be astoni shed by
hi s conpassi on.
(pause)
You want themto be righteous? The
ri ghteous thing would be to give
t hem anot her chance and | et them

| earn.

GO (0 S.)
They don't learn, they can’t |earn.
|"ve tried telling them 1’ve

tried showing them The only thing
| haven’'t done is MAKE THEM

JESUS
Wiy not? You coul d have done that
whenever you want ed.

GO (0 S.)
That wouldn’t be free will! M
plan is based on their having free
will to love and worship ne—

JESUS
(i nterrupting)
O you' |l destroy then? Free will?
You' re looking at it!

GO (0 S.)
Cone al ong now. ..

JESUS
|"mglad you sent me down here.
|"ve seen how they are, what it’s
like to be one of them You have
no idea what it’s like for themon
a day-to-day basis. You're too far
away dealing with your other
pl anets to understand. That’'s why
you haven’t been able to ‘nmake them
ri ghteous and God-fearing . You
don’t know how

GO (0 S.)
| know ever yt hi ng!

Thunder rolls across the sky.
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JESUS
You knew they wouldn’t listen to
that ‘righteous and God-fearing
stuff. If you haven't been able to
change them how was | supposed to
do it in ten neasly years? You set
me up. Lucifer said it wouldn't
wor K.

Li ght ni ng strikes.

SATAN

Yep.
A&D (0 S.)

Don’t say that nane in ny presence.
JESUS

Lucifer! Lucifer! Lucifer!
SATAN

Hel | 0?
A&D (0 S.)

Si | ence.
JESUS

G ve ne three thousand years.
A&D (0 S.)

Three thousand years?
JESUS

Yes!
A&D (0 S.)

One thousand years.

JESUS
Two t housand years!

CGod grunbl es, thunder runbles.

GO (O S.)
Fine. Two thousand years. But, if
they’ re not righteous and God-

fearing by that tine 1'll be back
and I'Il destroy themwth all the
fury of ny—

JESUS

(i nterrupting)
Holy Wath, yeah, yeah
( MORE)
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JESUS (cont' d)
Let’s forget about the God-fearing
okay, and just shoot for righteous?
Sone al ready fear you, whatever
good that is.

Silence. The clouds are |ike synapses processing thoughts.

A&D (0 S.)
Fi ne.

JESUS
"1l see you in two thousand years.

It starts to rain. The people start to di sperse.

GO (0 S.)
What are you going to do until
then, M. Smart Quy?

Jesus gazes out at the world and the wet little people init.

JESUS
|"mnot sure. But, I’'mgoing to
start by watching over them

CGod harrunphs at himand lightning dramatically strikes
nearby. Satan chuckl es and | ooks up at Jesus, shaking his
head.

SATAN
Ya see how He is?

Jesus nods at his brother and then smles at the world. Wth
that Jesus lays his head on his shoul der and LETS QO

A serious rain cones down now. In the smattering of a crowd
are JOHN, THOVAS, PETER, and JAMES. They stare at Jesus on
the cross and gradually turn to | eave.

JAMES lingers. He |ooks around and sees the soldiers
carrying away the nail hole ruined corpse fromthe center
cross. He nods to hinself.

JAMES
Wth a little bit of this and that,
this woul d make a good book.

FADE QUT.
THE END






