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EXT. SARA'S FRONT DOOR - AFTERNOON

Joe and Sara, about 10 years old, wal k together along a
nei ghborhood street. Sara wears a new pair of N KE cross
trainers. Sara is silent and noody. Zach walks silently,
wat chi ng her.

SARA

What are you doi ng!?
JOE

Wal ki ng.
SARA

Do it sonewhere el se.
JOE

No.

A few nore steps.

JOE (CONT' D)

You shoul d have gotten the part.
(few nore steps)
You did it the best.

SARA
Go to hell, Joe.

JOE
(cuppi ng bot h hands
to his chest and
swi shing his hips)
Did you really want to wear those
coconut s?

SARA

(grinning)
No. You jerk.

Joe smles, pleased at pulling Sara out of her funk.

They | ook at each other frequently and respond with smles
and expressive faces. Wen neither has anything to say,
they are still relaxed and wal k with shoul der touching
shoul der. They cross the street and walk up the drive to
her parent's |arge house. Sara walks to the door, tw sts
t he knob and expects it to open. She crashes into the door.

SARA ( CONT' D)
Yeowwh!  You creep!

Joe shakes his head and | ooks at her with a "when will you
| earn” grin.



He turns around and wal ks to a decorative snail statue in
t he bushes, pulls out a handkerchief and retrieves the key
with it as Sara continues to vent at her big brother. He
wi pes off the key and hands it to her.

SARA ( CONT' D)
Why's he got to lock the stinkin
door? Afraid of the boogey man or
sonet hi ng?

Joe wal ks to the door and unlocks it w thout opening it then
returns the key to its hiding place. Meanwhile an angry
Sara enters the honme. Joe follows.

I NT. SARA'S HALLWAY - CONTI NUGUS

SARA

(yel l'ing)
Jereny! Really? Wiy'd you | ock nme

out! -

There is no answer as she wal ks through the den and down the
hall to her bigger brother's room

SARA ( CONT' D)

Jereny!
JCE
| don't think he's here, Sara.
SARA
(furious)

No shit Sherl ock!

Joe recoils at the unexpected rebuke. Sara |ooks at him
confused. She | ooks around and suddenly brightens.

SARA ( CONT' D)
Hey. You wanna shoot some hoops?

JOE
Sur e.

EXT. SARA'S DRI VEWAY - LATER

Sara and Joe shoot BASKETBALL at BASKETBALL HOOP in the
driveway. She's just as good as he is, scoring as nany
baskets as he does.

JOE
How cone you al ways have new st uff
all the tinme?

SARA
Huhh? Oh the shoes



JOE

And gane boy, and playstation and..
SARA

Its my nom Al ways buying nme crap

so I'll do stuff with her husband.
JOE

Your stepdad, | thought he was cool
SARA

He is. | like doing stuff with him

but all the crap she buys nmakes ne

feel like I have to.

Sara nakes anot her basket. Zach catches the ball and dri bbl es
out to "center court".

SARA (CONT' D)
How cone we never go to your place?

JOE
Not sonepl ace you' d want to go.

Zach shoots, msses and Sara gets the rebound.

SARA
Why not ?

JOE
| don't want you anywhere near ny
dad.

She takes a shot and Joe just watches it bounce away. She
| ooks at himcurious. Joe |ooks back and stares silently.

JCE (CONT' D)
He's not... nice.

SARA
He does...nt?

Sara | ooks horrified. Joe shakes his head no and hurries to
pick up the ball. He avoids looking in Sara's direction as
he grabs the ball and dribbles in for a layup. Sara doesn't
nove as she watches him After the shot his eyes stay on
the ball for a few seconds. He finally gives in and | ooks
at her. He recoils at the anger in her eyes.

EXT. RESI DENTI AL NEI GHBORHOCD - DAY

Three m ddl e school aged boys, RYAN, JOSH, and RI CH snoke

Cl GARETTES and clown in Ryan's front yard. Joe, a few years
younger than the three rides his bike toward themfrom a

bl ock or so away.



The three ol der boys poke each other and nod. As Joe rides
bet ween them on the sidewal k, the boys | ook at one anot her

and qui ckly reach out and grab the handl e bars of the bike

and stop him

RYAN
Hey, there nomma's boy.

JOSH
Want a cigarette?

Zach shakes hi s head.

Rl CH
W gotta snake!
RYAN
Its cool. You wanna see it?

Joe shrugs, ditches his bike on the lawn and foll ows Ryan
inside. The other two follow | ooking around to be sure nobody
sees them

EXT. RESI DENTI AL NEI GHBORHOCOD - CONTI NUOUS

Down the street on her bike, Sara watches Joe follow Ryan
i nsi de the house.

SARA
Dam it, Joe! | told you to stay
away fromthem

She pedal s quickly to Ryan's house. She drops her bi ke next
to Joe's and runs to the side of the house. She ducks down
under one of the wi ndows. She can see inside to the bedroom
| NT. RYAN S ROOM CONTI NUOUS

Ryan and t he other boys surround Joe at the side of the bed.

JOE
| don't see a snake?
Rl CH
(reaching for his

zi pper)
"Il show you a snake.

The ol der boys | augh.
EXT. RYAN' S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

Sara | ooks scared. She runs to the back of the house and
darts in the back door.



I NT. RYAN S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS
Sara noves through the house as though she knows it well.

Sara runs carefully straight to the BAR and grabs a | arge
GLASS DRI NK SHAKER. She hefts it, sets it back on the counter
and grabs a nearly full LIQUOR BOTTLE. She hefts the bottle
and with a satisfied | ook of determ nation, she marches down
the hall to the bedroom

I NT. RYAN' S ROOM- CONTI NUOUS - CONTI NUQUS

The three boys stand around Zach. Ryan |ooks at the other
boys and they | ook back expecting himto | ead.

RYAN
(spins around, starts
to drop his pants)
Hey, Joey boy, you can kiss ny ass.

Josh grabs Joe from behind, with one armover his right
shoul der and the other around his waist. Joe is bent over
and Josh pushes himtoward Ryan's bare rear.

Sara enters the bedroom and swi ngs the LI QUOR BOTTLE agai nst
Ryan's head, knocks himto the ground. The bottle still in
her hand.

SARA
YOU LEAVE H M ALONE

JOE
SARA??

JOSH
You fat bitch, man you're gonna pay
for that!

Josh lets go of Joe and | aunches at Sara. They crash agai nst
the wall .

JOSH (CONT' D)
|"ve mssed these little things.

Joe pulls free fromRich and attacks Josh, knocking hi m of f
of Sara. Sara grabs the bottle, |eaps up and turns to Rich.

SARA
(the bottle at ready)
You want somma ne?!!?

Ri ch shakes his head and turns to help Ryan who is just
begi nning to nove again. Joe is punmeling Josh.
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SARA ( CONT' D)
Joe! Let's go!

Joe turns to Sara. She holds her hand out for him He turns
back to check on Josh, who is eager to stop fighting. Joe
takes Sara's hand and they run out of the room and down the
hal I .

SARA ( CONT' D)
Thi s way.

They run to the front door.
EXT. RYAN S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Sara and Joe burst out the front door, doesn't bother to
close it. They junp on their bikes and pedal away furiously.

EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD PARK - CONTI NUQUS

Joe and Sara speed away on their bikes. Joe screeches to a
halt behind a |arge hedge. Sara tries to avoid him but slans
into himand they both go flying behind the bushes. Sara

| ands on Joe, he's dazed and has the breath knocked out of
him He lies on his stonmach and she is across him She
lifts off of himand lifts his arns over his head to help

hi mcatch his breath

SARA
You OK?

JOE
| can't believe you did that! D d
you see his head?

He starts to laugh as he realizes they are safe.
SARA

Yeah, well sonebody has to | ook out
for you, "Joey boy"!

JOE
Don't ever call nme that again!
SARA
Me? Never.
JOE
How d you... you know. .. know about
t henf

Sara is silent and stares at the ground. Joe sits up and
tries to wap around her, he gently pushes her hair out of
her face. Their eyes neet for a nonent.

10
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SARA
(1 ooki ng ar ound)
Good hi di ng pl ace.
EXT. RESI DENTI AL NEI GHBORHOOD - AFTERNOON 3 YEARS LATER
Three years | ater

Joe and Sara wal k hone from school together, slowy, both
ook forlorn. Sara carries a small PURSE

SARA
| can't believe you're really noving.
JOE
Yeah.
SARA
You'll wite nme. Right? If I wite
you?

Joe just |ooks at her.

SARA ( CONT' D)
JOE!  PROM SE!

JOE
Sure. | prom se

They stand in silence.

SARA
Who' s gonna | ook after you?

Joe shrugs. He pulls her close, |ooks square in her eyes.

JOE
And who's going to listen to you,
Sara MacDonal d?

Sara digs in her PURSE. A tanpon pops out and falls to the
ground. She panics, |ooking at Joe and back to the tanpon.
Joe calmy pulls out his handkercheif, picks the tanpon up

and hands it to her.

SARA
Thanks.

She | ooks at himcarefully, her body rel axes and she sm | es.
She reaches into the purse again and pulls out a PHOTO STRI P
of the two of themclowning in a photo booth. On the back
is handwitten in childish script "Sara & Joe BFF". She
carefully rips it in half. She shoves the half that says
"Sara &' in his hand.

12
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He takes it, shoves it in his pocket, |ooks at the ground.

SARA ( CONT' D)
Stay away fromjerks.
(thinks for a nonent)
Don't be a jerk.

Wth tears in her eyes she gives hima hug. He holds on to
her like he will never let go.

INT. KRISTIN S BEDROOM - N GHT - 22 YEARS LATER 13

KRI STEN, 30 sonet hi ng worman, sl eeps soundly with a contented
smle on her pretty face. Zach, in his 30's, raises up on
an el bow and | ooks her over. She sleeps soundly. He |ooks
around, trapped. Another look at Kristin and he slides one
leg off the bed. Checks her again and slides far enough off
the bed to take nost of his weight on the free leg. He push-
ups to a tripod and his other |eg escapes. She noves and he
quickly lowers hinmself to her, nuzzling nechanically. She
squi rns up against himand smles. He waits until she snores.
Stifles a | augh and pushes hinself back and off the bed.

Wth a sigh of relief he picks up his clothes and steps

t hr ough the bedroom door.

INT. KRISTIN S DEN - CONTI NUOUS 14

Zach pulls up his pants as he enters the den and fini shes
dressing. He fishes out his phone and sees a text nessage.
A noise in the other room He freezes. |It's quiet. He
quietly hurries out the door, pausing only to straighten a
picture on the wall

EXT. KRISTIN S FRONT YARD - CONTI NUCUS 15
Zach | ooks at ZACH S PHONE. There is a voice mail fromhis
nother. He hits a few keys on the phone and puts the phone

to his ear.

QLIVIA (V. 0)

Honey, its your mom... | need your
hel p. The drugstore won't give ne
ny pills and, well, | really can't

do without them Don't worry, |
just ran out today. Thanks, honey.

Zach pockets the phone and shakes his head.

ZACH
Crap, can't she just drive herself?

Zach opens his car door, inspects the seat. He takes a neatly
fol ded kerchief out of his back pocket, and w pes the seat

off with it. He stuffs the kerchief into a small bag ful

of clean, used kerchiefs.



16 EXT. ZACH S CAR ON | NTERSTATE - DAY 16

Zach is on the open road driving. The car is neat and
detailed. Zach is on ZACH S PHONE.

ZACH
What ' s goi ng on, Monf

OLI VI A
| don't know. They won't give ne ny
prescriptions.

ZACH
What ' s the phone nunber?

oLl VIA
| don't think that will do it.

(pause)

It's just... you pronised you'd help
me if | ever needed it... and...I...
I... think there are noney issues,
honey.

ZACH

Money? | thought things were great
at the shop?

oLl VIA
Seens like it. | nean, every tine
we drive by they all | ook so busy.
ZACH

So what's the problenf? Isn't Terry
sendi ng you noney?

oLl VIA
Wll, that's the thing. He isn't.
Since he started running things just
bef ore your dad died, | haven't gotten
anyt hi ng.

ZACH
I.. | don't understand, you haven't
gotten any noney in six nonths?

CLI VI A
No...no... | haven't.

ZACH
(si ghs)
Ckay. See you soon.

Zach di sconnects and finds another nunber on speed dial. He
takes a deep breath and presses the button.
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ZACH ( CONT' D)
Hey, Jack, |'ve been thinking Ricky's
ready to run the kitchen solo 'n
this would be a slow night to start
hi m out .

JACK (V. Q)
Zach, Damm it. | need you to show
up when you' re schedul ed.

ZACH
Its just one night.

JACK (V. Q)
That's not the point.

ZACH
My nomis got some problemw th her
nmeds. Ricky's ready, lets give him
hi s break.

JACK (V. Q)
Ok, Zach. But I'mtelling you, if
you aren't back in nmy kitchen
tonorrow, it'll be permanent.

ZACH
Don't worry I'I1...

Click as Jack hangs up.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
be there...

EXT. ZACH S CAR NEI GHBORHOOD STREETS - CONTI NUOUS 17

Zach drives onto his nother's street and pulls into her
driveway. It's a nice, neat home with a TRASH CAN and
recycling bins in front of the garage door that hasn't been
opened in a while. He gets out, walks to the door, and enters
wi t hout knocki ng.

INT. MOM S HOUSE ENTRY - CONTI NUOUS 18

The house is neat and well cared for. Zach enters. He

strai ghtens pictures and | TEMS ON TABLES as he passes. There
is a loose pile of MAIL and LETTER FROM BANK. He | ooks

t hrough them qui ckly and then stacks them perfectly and square
to the edges of the table.

ZACH
Mom

OLIMA (O S.)
Thank the good Lord.
( MORE)
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OLIMA (O S.) (CONT' D)
(enters)
I"'mafraid |"'mnot feeling so well
wi t hout my nedi ci ne.
(her hands shake)

ZACH
| don't get it, you said the shop's
doing wel | ?

OLI VIA
Ohh, yes. And | hear they have a
cute new girl mechanic...nmybe you
can neet her?

ZACH
That's great nom | didn't cone here
to nmeet soneone. |'ve gotta be back
t oror r ow.

oLl VIA
Chh.
(pause)
| still don't understand boycotting
your own father's funeral

ZACH
Boycotted? Yeah, that's about right.

OLIVIA
He was your father

Zach gives her a cold | ook.

ZACH
There must be some confusion. Terry's
probably putting it in the bank
sonewhere. Doesn't know you can't
get to it.

CLIVI A
Ch, | can.

ZACH
So, what's the problen? Wy did
you drag ne here?

OLIVIA
Zach, there's nothing there. |
checked.

INT. JERRY'S OFFI CE AT THE BANK - CONTI NUQUS

JERRY, middl e aged banker in a shirt and tie, peers at a
COWPUTER screen and spins it around so Zach can see.

11.
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12.

JERRY
No, I'msorry. There's not much in
any of the shop accounts. The
reserves are gone Zach. Tapped dry.
Your nother has to stop taking so
much noney out of the business. Put
sonet hi ng back

ZACH
Yeah. Mom ..
JERRY
| assune you're here about the letter?
ZACH
What letter?
JERRY

W sent a demand letter to the shop
and a copy to your mom.. Ch let me
see, five days ago. W haven't had
a paynent on the business | oan since
your dad passed.

ZACH
What's in the house account.

JERRY
(pulling up AQivia's
account history)
Wll. Let's see. Odd. Zach the
noney's not here.
(turning to Zach)
What's she doing with all of it?

Jerry clicks a couple of buttons on the conputer screen and
the printer begins to humand print the DEMAND LETTER

ZACH
That's just it. She's not.
JERRY
Well, that don't nake a |ick of sense.

Ever time | drive by that place it's
as busy as a bee hive. Busier than

its been in years. Well, |I'msure
you'll get it straightened out.
ZACH

Yeah
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JERRY

(1 ooking at the screen )
You have until next Wdnesday to
make a paynment. Just let nme know
when it's in the system 1'll see
if I can get themto back off
forecl osure.

(handi ng the printout

to Zach)
Here's the letter.

(pause)
You are so nmuch |like your dad. W
really mss himaround here, you
know? He al ways hel ped out when anyone
needed anyt hi ng.

Zach stuffs the letter in his pocket.

ZACH
Oh, okay, thanks. Wednesday.

I NT. PHARMACY - LATER 20

Zach stands at the prescription checkout counter. Zach is
hol di ng SEVERAL BAGS OF PRESCRI PTIONS with a $196. 00 PRI CE
TAG  One PRESCRI PTION TAG reads "1.0 MG KLONOPI N 2X DAI LY
AND AS NEEDED FOR ANXI ETY." He sets the bags on the counter,
and pulls out his WALLET, opens it and counts out the CASH.
Al that's left inthe wallet is one DOLLAR and the back of
ZACHS TORN PHOTO. He hands the cash to the cashier.

EXT. ZACH S CAR - CONTI NUQUS 21

Zach drives by the shop, staring at it as he drives by. He
makes a deci sion and a sudden U turn.

| NT. SHOP GARAGE CONTI NUOUS 22
Smal|l feet and a wonan's voi ce cones from under the car.

MAC (O S.)
It's history, |ike Khe Sanh, it
doesn't matter anynore.

TERRY, the auto repair shop's manager, wal ks in holding a
CLI PBOARD and a BOITLE OF PERFUVE with a bow on it. He |ooks
at the bottle proudly.

MAC (O S.) (CONT' D)
This whol e thing stinks, Captain. |
know sonmeone has to report it... but
it doesn't have to be ne!

DERRI CK, an ol der man weari ng conmpany coverall's holds a
TOOL and a GREASE CLOTH, stands near RAPHAEL, a m ddl e aged
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hi spani ¢ man, al so weari ng conpany coverall's, puts up sone
TOOLS on the bench. They watch TERRY and gl ance at each
ot her.

DERRI CK
That ain't gonna go well....

Raphael shakes his head in agreenment. TERRY kneels down at
the rear of the car next to the feet.

TERRY
Hey, Mac!

MAC (O S.)
| gotta go, How about next time |
call you?

(hangs up phone)
What do YOU want ?

MAC, a beautiful 30s woman with grease marks all over her
face and no nmakeup, wearing conpany coverall's rolls herself
out on a CREEPER

TERRY
Hey there beautiful. Sorry to
interrupt your call, but I got 'ya
sonething. You didn't need him
anyway.

MAC

Her, And for once you're right.

Terry reacts to the her with interest. She | ooks at the
PERFUME in his hand and rolls herself back under the car.
TERRY st ands.

TERRY
Now that's no way to be girlfriend.
The sal eslady said this bottle is
the best thing in the store.

MAC
(fromunder the car)
So give it to her.

TERRY
Cone' on sweetie. You know you want
ne. ..

MAC

In your dreans.

Terry sets the perfune on the workbench and sees Raphael and
Derrick watching. He turns back to Mac.
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TERRY
And clean this place up

Mac gives a derisive snort in response. A custoner wal ks
into the shop. Terry, smles broadly as he greets them

EXT. SHOP PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Terry wal ks with the custoners to their repaired car. He
shows themthe invoice. They hand hima WAD OF CASH t hat he
roughly counts and secretively stuffs in his pocket. He
shakes their hand and hands themthe car KEY. As he wal ks
away, Zach pulls in to the space on the other side of the
custoner's car. Terry pulls the TRI PLI CATE I NVO CE of f the
CLI PBOARD and shoves it into his pocket after the noney.

As the custoner backs out Terry sees Zach getting out of his
car. He noves quickly to greet Zach

TERRY
Hey.. Wsat are.. Geat to see ya
man!

Zach glances at Terry as he wal ks into the busy shop and

| ooks around. Terry follows himclosely. Zach turns back
to Terry who extends his hand in friendship.

| NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOQUS

Zach takes the hand as Terry puts his free armacross Zach's
shoul der. Zach overreacts quickly to the armand noves back

TERRY

How are things in the chef business?
ZACH

Real | y cooking. Hey, Terry. | just

tal ked to nom She says she hasn't
gotten anything since you took over.

TERRY
There's a recessi on going on, man.
(Terry gui des/ drags
Zach toward the office)
Hasn't anybody told you?

ZACH
Yeah, sure, | get it... it's just...
wow. .. there are a lota cars here..
TERRY

(puffs out his chest)
What ' re you sayi ng dude?

23
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ZACH
Mom needs her neds man....Il...l don't
understand why the paynents are so
far behind.

TERRY

Dude! This is MY place now.
Backi ng through the door in front of Terry.

ZACH
Real | y?

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOUS 25

Mac gets up off the creeper and | ooks up at the raised voices.
She heads toward the office door to see what is going on.

TERRY (O S.)
You questioning me? You wal ked away
man!  This is mne. He owes ne!

| NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOQUS 26
Mac stands in the doorway, unseen by Terry or Zach.

ZACH
Ones you? You needed a job and we
gave you one.
(turning to | eave out
the front door)
Its tine to find out what you' ve
been up to.

Terry grabs himfrom behind, one armover his shoul der and
t he other around his waist. The nmen gyrate into the shop.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOUS 27

Terry struggles with the pani cking Zach as they sw ng out of
the office and past Mac. Derrick and Raphael see Mac at the
door and exchange | ooks. Derrick pulls a TWENTY from his
pocket and slaps it down on the bench.

DERRI CK
On Mhac.

RAPHAEL
(takes a TVENTY and
puts it on the bench
with Derrick's)
You' re on.
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I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS 28

Mac grabs a heavy CHEATER BAR and smiles as she swi ngs down
hard on Terry's back. Terry collapses to his hands and one
hip. He lets go of Zach and turns to see what hit him

TERRY
Shit! Bitch...

A staggering Zach sees the I NVO CE sticking out of Terry's
pocket. He reaches for it. Terry starts to stop him but
sees Mac rear back with the CHEATER BAR.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
| was going to file that.

ZACH
Al'l three parts? Even the custoner's
copy? What else is in here.

Zach shoves his hand into Terry's pocket. Derrick and Raphael
wat ch fromthe garage door way.

TERRY
(smles weakly)
Hey we're friends but. ..

Terry | ooks again at Mac and shuts up. Zach pulls a WAD
W TH TWO MORE | NVOI CES I N TRI PLI CATE and a BUNCH OF CASH

RAPHAEL
Lucy, you got sonme 'splainin to do.

Terry turns to give Raphael a dirty | ook snapping around to
check on Mac. He sees she isn't loomng over himw th the
steel bar anynore. He starts to get up as she reappears
with the PERFUME BOTTLE. She dunps nost of the bottle on
Terry.

MAC
Here's your down paynent back.
(sniffs)
Real |y, that was the best thing in
the store?

ZACH
Get out of herel

Terry glares at them both and backs out the door.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Vow

Zach starts to laugh in relief as he realizes it's over. He
gat hers up the invoices and cash then | ooks a Mac.
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Their eyes |lock and they stare, confused, for a nonent.

ZACH ( CONT' D)

Thanks.

MAC
Yeah, well, | enjoyed it nore than
you di d.

Zach reaches out to shake her hand.

MAC ( CONT' D)
"' m Mac.

ZACH
Zach.

MAC
G ad to neet you ... boss?

Shel | shocked, Zach just stares at her and slowy turns away.
Mac heads back to her work bay. As she passes Raphael she
shakes out the |last drops fromthe PERFUVE BOTTLE on Raphael .

MAC ( CONT' D)
That's for betting agai nst ne!

She eyes the TWO TVWENTI ES on the bench and reaches back to
snat ch t hem bot h.

MAC ( CONT' D)
You know that's agai nst the |aw.

The nen, stand in the doorway, high five each other and turn
back to Zach who stands dazed in the office doorway hol di ng
t he cash and invoices before turning into the office.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS 29

Zach stands in the office. The cash and i nvoices are tossed
on the desk. First Raphael then Derrick enter.

RAPHAEL
You OK nman?

ZACH
Yeah, yeah, |'m good.

RAPHAEL
What you doin' here?

ZACH
.. 1 don't know
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DERRI CK
(1 ooki ng at the door)
He gone?
ZACH
| guess.
DERRI CK

That make you boss?

Zach shakes his head, no. Derrick and Raphael return to the
garage. Zach starts to sit in Terry's, now his, chair at

t he desk, stops hinself, pulls a neatly fol ded KERCH EF out
of his pocket, wi pes down the chair, then sits, refolding
the kerchief and sticking it into another pocket. He | ooks
around the office and pulls out ZACHS PHONE. He looks at it
for a nmoment before taking a deep breath and punching the
speed di al

ZACH
Hey Jack. How s Ricky doing?
(pause)
That's great. Told you he could do
it.. Jack, there are sone probl ens
here. |'mgoing to need anot her
day.. O two.

Zach listens for a nonent. Then

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Jack! No, 1I...

Zach tosses his phone into the pile on the desk. He stares

for a moment before pulling the DEMAND LETTER from hi s pocket.

He | ooks at it.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Wednesday

Zach shakes his head. He sorts and stacks the noney before
folding it and starting to shove it in his pocket. He pulls
hi s hand back out of the pocket, shifts the noney to the

ot her hand and then pulls the DEMAND LETTER out of the pocket.

He | ooks at the letter, puts it with the cash and shoves it
all into his pocket, strides out of the office.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOUS

Raphael sorts BOXES OF AUTO PARTS on a bench as Zach | eaves
the office headed for the door. Zach stops and turns to
Raphael .

ZACH
Can ya'll lock up?
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RAPHAEL
Sur e boss.

Zach bl anches at being call ed Boss.

RAPHAEL ( CONT' D)
You gonna be back in the norning?

ZACH
(1 ooking around with
an unhappy face)
| guess so.

RAPHAEL
Its good to have you back.

Zach forces a smile and nods before wal ki ng out of the shop.

Derrick wal ks up to Raphael hol di ng out another TWENTY DOLLAR

BILL and | ooking at the door and back at the twenty.

RAPHAEL ( CONT' D)
| ain't taking that one, bro.

EXT. SHOP PARKI NG LOT - MORNI NG

The garage parking lot is busy as Zach pulls up to the shop,
sel ects the space furthest fromthe door. He gets out and

| ooks around the parking ot and the shop. He looks at the
sign for a nonent, takes a breath and wal ks in.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOUS

Zach wal ks through the shop directly to the office. Derrick,
Raphael , and Mac are huddl ed together tal king. They watch
himwal k in. Zach | ooks over at them and quickly turns back
to the office door. He disappears into the office. Mac

pi cks up a stack of parts fromthe bench and wal ks to her
wor k bay.

RAPHAEL
Shoul d' a taken that one.

Raphael turns and heads to his bay. Derrick stares at the
of fice door for a noment before turning away.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Zach enters COLD INVO CES into the COVWPUTER accounting
software, staring at them then the screen, then back at the
invoices. There is a NOTE PAD WTH M SSI NG | NVO CE scraw ed
across the top. He is halfway through the second col um of
nunbers. The invoices have dollar values next to them

Derrick pokes his head in.
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DERRI CK
Hey boss, this guy's here to get his
car.

Zach | ooks up, |ooks around for the DONE CLI PBOARD, grabs it
and heads out the door behind Derrick.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOUS

Derrick heads back to his work bay w t hout another word, so
Zach | ooks around and sees the customer, GRABINSKI, standing
at the door. Zach stands up and smiles at the custoner as
he wal ks over to Grabinski standing with a friend, KYLE

GRABI NSKI
Where's Terry?
ZACH
He's of f today.
GRABI NSKI
Oh, huh, 1I'1l conme back tonorrow.
ZACH

He won't be back.. Then, either.
What's your nane? Let's get you back
in your car.

GRABI NSKI
G abinski. G R-A-B-1-NSKI

Zach | ooks through the invoices on the DONE CLI PBOARD.

ZACH

Here we are. Let's see, Ch you have

t he blue Focus. Geat cars. Replaced
your timng belt and everything el se

| ooked great. Raphael did this one
and he loves his Fords. Looks I|ike
the estimate was spot on and the

total is four hundred eighty-two

fifty.
GRABI NSKI
He said it would only be three
hundr ed.
ZACH
I's this your signature?
GRABI NSKI
Yeah.
ZACH

Well, then he said it would be..
( MORE)
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ZACH ( CONT' D)
(checki ng)
Four hundred hundred eighty-two fifty.
Ri ght there.

GRABI NSKI
But the cash di scount?

ZACH
Cash di scount ?

KYLE
Everyone knows ya'll have like a
di scount if you bring cash.

ZACH
What ? NO we don't. Look, its four
hundred ei ghty-two fifty.. just like
it says on the estinmate.

GRABI NSKI
| don't have that nuch

ZACH
K, well The first two days are free
then its thirty dollars a day for
storage. Just let ne know when you
are ready to pick it up

G abi nski and Kyle wal k off munbling to each other and | ooki ng
back at Zach

| NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS
Zach returns to his desk

ZACH
Cash di scount ?

Zach pulls up the accounting programon his COVPUTER.  Then
t humbs t hrough the PILE OF INVO CES. He stares for a nonent.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
No cash sales. Not one. Crap.

Derrick wal ks into the doorway.

DERRI CK
You talking to ne, boss?

ZACH
You ever take in a cash sale?
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DERRI CK
Nahh. Terry didn't trust anyone
wi th cash.

Just then Jerry (the banker) wal ks through the front door
carrying an ENVELOPE.

JERRY
Hey. Zach. Derrick

Derrick nods at himand wal ks back to the shop.

JERRY ( CONT' D)
How s it goin'?

ZACH
Not one cash sale in five nonths.

JERRY
Sounds |i ke you had a fox in the
henhouse. Sorry to hear that.

ZACH
Yeah, well, | can't prove anything.
He wasn't stupid.

JERRY

I"msorry, Zach. Bank exan ners
don't really care...Your dad would
be kicking sone tail!

(pause)
I"msorry Zach, but the bank has to
have sonme kind of payment by
Wednesday. No two ways about it.
Can you do it?

ZACH
| don't know. Unhm yeah, 1.
think we can nake it.

JERRY
(handi ng the demand
letter to ZACH)

...and...| gotta have ei ght grand by
the end of the nonth, or we have to
foreclose. I'msorry. | really

am .. your Dad woul d have a cow.
I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOQUS - EVENI NG MONTAGE

Mechani cs have gone hone, the shop is enpty. Zach walks in
fromthe office, takes a | ook around.

ZACH
This place is a nasty...
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He rolls up his sleeves, |ooks around for sonething, finds a
pair of gloves, and shoves themonto his hands. He pulls
out a BROOM and starts frantically sweeping. He sets the
broom down now and again to pick up TOOLS, he sets the tools
on a bench and continues. Sets the broom asi de once he has
a pile of tools.

He finds. BOITLE OF WH SKEY, PORNOGRAPHY, CONDOVS, CORNER
OF ENVELOPE FROM AN ATTORNEY |isted as captain, USN, retired,
and CHI LDREN S TOYS.

Zach pulls things out of a corner and exposes an ancient
mattress. He recoils and repeatedly w pes his hand where it
touched the mattress. He | ooks around desperately, turns to
his pile of boxes and trash and throws everything on the
pile onto the mattress. He grabs itens fromother parts of
the shop and throws themonto the pile.

Finally, he runs to the office and slanms the door behind
hi m

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS 37

Zach wal ks quickly to his chair and drops into it. He sits
notionl ess, staring strai ght ahead, then junps up, and starts
cl eani ng agai n.

EXT. SHOP PARKI NG LOT - MORNI NG 38

Bright sunny norning as Mac pulls into a parking space, gets
out of her car. Her face is clean, her hair pulled back.

No makeup but we can see how pretty she really is. She opens
t he door and goes i nsi de.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - MORNI NG 39

Mac takes in the sparkling clean, now well organi zed space.
Zach stands at the COFFEE POT, |ooking tired and wearing the
sane cl othes as yesterday, pouring hinself a CUP

MAC
Whose not her showed up?

An exhausted, dulled Zach puts the pot down, |ooks at Mac
dunbly, then reaches for a cup and pours. He holds it out
for her. Mac wal ks over and takes it, eyeing Zach carefully.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Thanks. You | ook |ike hell.
ZACH
Could be worse... If you hadn't saved

ny bacon yest erday.



MAC
My pl easure, entirely. Been known
to |i ke bacon.

Zach smiles in spite of hinself.

MAC ( CONT' D)
(pause)
So... you're Frank's kid... This
your place now?

ZACH
For the nonent... |'ma chef.

MAC
That why it |ooks |ike you could eat
in here?
(takes a sip of coffee)
And why this tastes so good?

ZACH
Yeah. | guess so.

MAC
| want to nmake this perfectly clear,
| don't do dishes or cook... or wait

tables so if you're planning on
turning this into sonme fancy garage

slash restaurant, |'mout o' here.
ZACH
(smling)
No, | was thinking nore along the

lines of the "Greasy Wench". You
know, short shorts and deep fried
ever yt hi ng.

MAC
What' Il you have on tap? Maybe I'I]
be back ... for lunch.

Mac turns toward her work bay

Mac turns

Mac wal ks

ZACH
Mac?

back toward hi m

ZACH ( CONT' D)

I"mnot turning it into a restaurant.

MAC
Good to know

of f and Zach | ooks around

25.
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ZACH
(pause)
Not yet.
| NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUQUS 40

Mac | ooks at the clean, organi zed, shop and shakes her head,
annoyed.

Series of shots, on CREEPER, at bench, working on brakes
where she reaches for a tool, knowing its there, but its
not .

Zach wal ks by at one of these tines.

MAC
Hey! Next time you get your panties
in a wad, could you like scrub a
toilet or bake a cake or sonething?

ZACH
Wiy, what's the matter?

MAC
I know this place was a nmess and |
appreci ate your cleaning up, but
don't mess with ny tools again.

ZACH
Your tools were all over the place.
You HAD to be wasting tinme | ooking
for them

MAC
NO, They were all over the place
exactly where | need them NOWI'm
wasting time | ooking for them

Zach | ooks around, notes where the tools are.

ZACH
k. I|I'll clean around them

MAC
Thanks boss.

Mac turns back to her work, Zach pauses, admires her before
novi ng on.

EXT. SHOP PARKI NG LOT - AFTERNOON 41

Terry pulls up in his late nodel, shiny truck, parks. dinbs
out and nakes a beeline for the office.
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27.
I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUQUS 42

Derrick and Raphael see Terry's truck pull up and i medi ately
grab HEAVY TOOLS and head for the doorway. Terry enters to
see Derrick and Raphael bl ocking his way.

TERRY
Qut of ny way, that asshole and his
famly owe ne.

DERRI CK
You got it wong. You owe us ..
asshol e.

RAPHAEL
Thi s place goes under we | ose our
j obs.

Terry | ooks them over, decides this isn't the right tine to
get in the office. He backs up to the door and is al arned
to see Mac standi ng nearby.

MAC
Darn, they didn't need ne!

TERRY
W could a had fun girl.

Terry backs out the front door.
| NT. SHOP OFFI CE - AFTERNOON 43

Zach is at the counter with MR CHARLES, a 40ish, man, hol ding
an ESTI MATE in his hand.

ZACH
Looks |i ke you took quite a bunp.
Anyone hurt?

MR. CHARLES
Naaah, | cracked the glass in ny
freaki n" phone though.

ZACH
Texti ng?
MR. CHARLES
Yeah?
Zach doesn't react.
ZACH

The swi ngarns are probably OK, but
the frame's bent.
( MORE)



ZACH ( CONT' D)
W'l put in a special kit so we can
get it aligned and you'll be good
to go. Onh and we'll also need a new
tire that matches the others and a
used rimon that front wheel. Unless
you want to spring for a new one?

Zach places the ESTIMATE in front of MR CHARLE
at it, frowning.

MR. CHARLES
Maaann? That stupid text is costing
me a fortune. What's it with the
cash di scount ?

ZACH
Sorry. There is no cash discount.

MR. CHARLES
Gant told me you guys got a thirty
percent di scount for cash noney.

ZACH
Thirty percent! No. W do really
good work here and stand behind it.
Been here twenty years. Ask anyone
in town.

MR. CHARLES
Brother...geez... | wasn't planning
on...well, okay... Your dad was al ways
a good guy. Wen'll it be ready?

ZACH
This is Thursday. Tuesday. .
af t er noon.

MR. CHARLES

Okay. See you then.

M. Charles starts away

ZACH
Here take a card so you can check on
it.

MR. CHARLES
(turns back to get
t he card)
k. Thanks

S who | ooks

Zach | ooks over to see CGRABINSKI who stands | ooking around

nervously.

28.
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ZACH
Gar.. G abinski?

GRABI NSKI
Yeah

ZACH
Here for your car?

GRABI NSKI
Yeah. But | can't

ZACH
Wy ?

GRABI NSKI

Man, | don't got that nuch

Zach | ooks at the LETTER left by Jerry and turns back to
G abi nski .

ZACH
K Mster Gabinski. 1'Il tell you
what I'Il do.. | nean this isn't
right for either one of us. You
didn't do anything wong. That guy
made a deal he didn't have a right

to make.
GRABI NSKI
(bri ght eni ng)
Yeah.
ZACH

"1l knock a hundred dollars off so
its only three hundred ei ghty-two
fifty.. | don't want to take your
car. Wat am| saying.. [|'mnot
going to take your car. Look, can
you neet ne al nost hal fway?

Grabi nski pulls out his WALLET and starts pulling out a
collection of BILLS and a JONT. He counts. There is $374..
And the JONT. He picks up the joint and | ooks at Zach.

Zach shakes his head and slides a TWENTY and 14 ONES back to
GRABI NSKI .

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Here. W' re good.

G abi nski shoves the $34 and joint back in his WALLET as
Zach turns to get his KEYS.
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GRABI NSKI
Thanks, man.

Zach nods
| NT. SHOP GARACE - DAY
Mac searches for another m ssing tool on her bench.

MAC
(to hersel f, | ooking
back at the office)
Darmm | wi sh he'd | eave ny stuff al one.

She | ooks around the shop for her tool.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Hey, Derrick. Can | borrow your
torque wrench. Monma cl eaned ny
roomand | can't find anything.

DERRI CK
Sure, it's just an old beam w ench.

Derrick picks up the wench and hands it to Mac.
DERRI CK ( CONT' D)

Never could spring for one of those
clicky ones.

MAC
Me either. W had one at inmoto. It
was sweet .

RAPHAEL

Inoto? Italian Motor Sports. The
Lambo 'n Maserati deal er?

MAC
Yeah, but | worked in the tuning
shop. | did Dick Parker's 'vette
| ast year.

DERRI CK
The regional qualifier?

MAC
Yeah.

DERRI CK
Dam, girl! How cone you' re not
still there?

MAC

Conpl i cat ed.
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Raphael | ooks her over fromhead to toe. Mac just watches
him Raphael gives an appreciative smle before | ooking her
in the eye.

RAPHAEL
| bet.

She stares, daring him
RAPHAEL ( CONT' D)

Mac, no man's going to | ook at you
and not think about it. W can't

help it.

MAC
| don't care if you think about it,
just keep THAT to yourself. 1've

had it up to here with captains...
bosses...that think they can..

DERRI CK
Captains? You in the arny?

MAC
Marines, you ground poundi ng bul | et
sponge. Arnored stuff. Big diesels
and gas turbines.

DERRI CK
Jarhead? That explains alot.

RAPHAEL
W tuned racers in the old days. W
were really good, too.

DERRI CK
Everyone figured if we could do that
we could for sure fix their car.
Where were you?

MAC
So why'd you stop?

RAPHAEL
Sonebody's got to shnooze the racers
and get "emin the door.

DERRI CK
When J..Zach left, the old man just
didn't have the heart for it anynore.
Mac nods her head, but |ooks at Derrick inquisitively.

Raphael sees the mattress with stuff piled on it.
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RAPHAEL
What's this?

Derrick wal ks over and |l eans into the room He noves a box
off of the mattress

DERRI CK
Looks i ke a bunch of trash

MAC
Wonder how t he busboy m ssed this?

Derrick picks up an arm oad of trash and heads to the door

DERRI CK
| don't know.

Raphael picks up nore trash and follows Derrick. Mac watches
them wal k off, grabs the mattress and drags it after them

EXT. ZACH S CAR DRI VI NG BY SHOP - N GHT 45

Zach driving at night. H s phone buzzes and he takes it
out. The nessage is fromKristin. He shakes his head and
shoves the phone back in this pocket.

ZACH
Just | eave ne the F al one!

Zach drives by the shop and sees lights on. He does a U
turn and pulls in to investigate.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - NI GHT 46

Mac | eans over the engine on an old BMV 3 series. ZACH wal ks
in. He cautiously noves toward the |ight before recognizing
Mac.

ZACH
Hey, what're you doing here so | ate?

Mac is startled and the WRENCH slips, bangi ng her knuckl es.
She | ooks at the bl ood gathering on her knuckles and gl ares
at Zach

MAC
OUCH  Hey, don't scare ne |like that.

Mac wraps a DI RTY RAG around her bl eedi ng hand and goes back
to work.

ZACH
Sorry, you OK

Mac only gives hima go away | ook
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ZACH ( CONT' D)
Wiy' re you here so | ate?

MAC
Renee deploys in two weeks. Be gone
al nost a year. Taking a vacation
with her kids on Monday.

Zach wanders over to the workbench, |ooks at the PAPERS.

ZACH
Renee? Herzog?
MAC
Yeah
ZACH
Timng belt replacenment and cool ant
flush? So what's the rush?

Mac sets the belt cover aside

MAC
You don't drive two thousand m | es
across the desert with kids if the
belt's never been changed.

Zach | ooks at the estimate again. Puts it back on the wall,
notices the broomis | eaning agai nst one of the benches.
Mac renoves the next part

ZACH
A hundred and thirty thousand mles
on a beaner timng belt?

Zach sees the broom | eaning against the wall and picks it up
to put it away.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
That's not too bright. Wy'd she
wait so | ong?

He carries the broomto the back room Stands in the doorway,
hol ds the broom as he tal ks to Mac.

MAC
Inherited it. Doesn't really know
the car, just that it was her dad's.

ZACH
So?

MAC
Seens sone peopl e wanna hang onto
their Dad when they're gone.
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ZACH
|'ve heard that.

He sets the broomin the back room where it bel ongs.
| NT. SHOP BACK ROOM - CONTI NUCUS 47

Zach does a double takes as he see's the pile of trash - and
the mattress - are gone.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - CONTI NUOUS 48

Zach turns back to Mac.

MAC
Never quite got it nyself either.
ZACH
Hey... what happened here?
MAC
What ?  \Where?
ZACH
Here. This room The pile of crap

back here.

Zach stares where the pile used to be. WMac | ooks over and
sees himstanding frozen. She sets the tool down and noves
to him

MAC
(1 ooki ng around the
corner to see what
Zach is staring out)
Derrick and Raphael tossed it. |
dragged sone nasty mattress out to
t he dunpster.

Mac wal ks back to the car and bends over the engi ne worKking.
MAC ( CONT' D)
Looked like it'd been used, if you
know what | nean.

Zach | ooks back at her and slowy wal ks toward the car

ZACH
Yeah.
MAC
(pause)
Hey, could you hand ne that twenty
mllimeter socket?
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ZACH
For the cam sprocket ?

MAC
Yeah

Zach finds the 22 MM SOCKET and hands it to her. She snaps
it onto the AIR WRENCH and | ooks at it, then at Zach. She
reaches to renove the socket.

MAC ( CONT' D)
| said the twenty.

ZACH
Yeah, but you need a twenty-two.
(they stare at each
ot her for a nonent)
Just try it!

Mac turns back to the engine, the SOCKET fits and she pulls
the NUT, sets down the wench and begins renoving the
sprocket .

MAC

How d you know t hat ?
ZACH

Wrked on a | ot of these sixes.
MAC

Didn't know you were a nechani c.
ZACH

Anot her life
MAC

Wth your dad?
ZACH

Anot her life.

Qui et while she works.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
You had di nner?

MAC
(warily)

ZACH
How about a burger from Bubba's?

MAC
Wth onion rings?
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ZACH
Sur e.

Zach gets up to | eave

MAC
And a strawberry shake

ZACH
Got it.

Zach | eaves and MAC keeps wor ki ng
| NT. SHOP GARACE - LATER 49

Mac is finishing up the timng belt. As Zach returns wth
the FOOD and Mac's SHAKE and anot her PAPER CUP. She picks
up the JUG OF ANTI FREEZE and pours it into the radiator.
Zach sets the food down and picks up a BUCKET.

ZACH
Gallon and a half of water?

MAC
Yeah, thanks.

Zach gets the water and hands the BUCKET to Mac. She
decl i nes.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Be ny guest.

Mac retrieves her BURGER and ONI ON RI NGS as Zach pours the
water into the radiator. She tests one of the DRI NKS, makes
a face and tries the other one and sm |l es.

Wt hout thinking, Zach wi pes off the driver's seat and gets
in. He suddenly pauses and | ooks at Mac who is watching him
with a grin.

ZACH
May |2

Mac bows slightly and gestures for himto proceed. Zach
starts the car, lets it run about 5 seconds revs it slightly
and turns it off. Mac is devouring her food. Zach | ooks
over the engine, then kneels to |ook at the floor beneath
it. He nods appreciation and wal ks over to where Mac is
eating. He picks up his DRINK and takes a | ong sw g.

MAC
What's in that?

Zach shows her a PINT OF RUM
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MAC ( CONT' D)
Hm  Mist not have put enough in.

Zach takes the drink and | ooks at her. She | ooks
unconf ort abl e.

MAC ( CONT' D)
You' re | ooki ng for new business,
right?

ZACH
Yeah!

MAC

Lot of racers would bring their cars
inif you d put out the word |I'm
here. [|'ve worked for the best.

ZACH
VE ARE NOT WORKI NG ON RACE CARS

MAC
Real ly? You can afford to say "no"?

ZACH
NO

They both hear a sound, the clink of a |ock being turned.
Their heads swivel in unison. Zach stands up and noves to
investigate. Mac picks up a long TIRE I RON and foll ows.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Terry wal ks quickly toward the office door as Zach snaps the
i ght on.

ZACH
Can | help you with somet hing.

Terry stops and turns quickly.

TERRY
What the hell are...
(sees t hem bot h)
ya' || doing here?

ZACH
This is my place.

TERRY
(1 eering at MAC)
| suppose that its yours now, too?
(turns to Zach)
Still living with nomma? Got to
sneak in here to get sone?
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Furious, Mac lifts the TIRE IRON, ready to swi ng and noves
in on Terry. Panic crosses TERRY's face

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Oh ohhh shit!

Terry spins and dashes away, smashing into the | ocked exit
door. He quickly | ooks over his shoul der at Mac rearing
back to throw the heavy TIRE IRON at him He opens the door
and di sappears into the night as the TIRE | RON sl ans through
the wall by the door.

Zach and Mac | ook at the TIRE I RON sticking out of the wall
and burst into |aughter.

ZACH
| can't believe you did that!
MAC
Yeah, well sonebody has to | ook out

for you!

Wth slightly confused | ooks, their eyes nmeet as cohorts,
even friends. Zach |ooks around at the shop and Mac and
smles contentedly.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - MORNI NG

Derrick and Raphael are |ooking at the damage by the door as
Mac wal ks i n.

RAPHAEL
What happened here?

MAC
Workin' late on the Herzog beaner
and | saw a rat.

DERRI CK
Wul d that rat be, | don't know, six
foot tall, brown hair, and ugly?
MAC
Yeah, how d you know?
DERRI CK
Trying to break into the office?
MAC
Yeah.
DERRI CK

(1 ooki ng at Raphael)
He sure does want in that office,
br o.
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Mac | ooks at the two mechani cs who seemto be schem ng
sonet hi ng as Zach wal ks in.

ZACH
Hey guys.

RAPHAEL
Hey boss, we're just exam ning the
| ady' s needl e work.

ZACH
| don't know how pretty it is but
its very expressive.

DERRI CK
What's he want, anyway?

ZACH
(shrugs)
Don't worry about it. Let's get to
wor k. We've got banks to pay.

Derrick and Raphael wal k off conspiring. Mac starts to
foll ow.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Hey, Mac. If you really want to
hel p build sone business there's a
nmeetup tonight. Go with ne.

MAC
(1 ooks at the TIRE
| RON sticking out of
the wal |)
Wiy, for ny... people skills?

ZACH
Yeah, and | think it would be good
to put sone faces behind the nane.

MAC
Should | wear sonething really | ow
cut and maybe sone hi gh heel s?

ZACH
You have heel s?
MAC
Asshol e!
ZACH
Wear what you're wearing. | don't

care...just... go!

39.
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MAC
Wear what |'m wearing, now?
ZACH
(smling)
Yeah, just wash your hair or

sonet hi ng.
Mac nods.
EXT. MEETUP LOCATI ON PARKI NG LOT - EVEN NG
Zach stands on the sidewal k wearing a nice shirt and sport
coat. Mac pulls up in an old sports car. She gets out

wearing a very pretty dress, noderate heels and a strut.
Hi s jaw drops and she glows at his reaction.

MAC

This what you had in mnd, boss?
ZACH

Ww, no. | had no idea.

Mac pauses in offense at this and wal ks up to himwth | ess
of a strut. Zach pulls out a FLOAER

ZACH ( CONT' D)
| got you this.

She stops cold and stares at him

MAC
What's that for?

ZACH
| thought you'd show up in ...
coveral | s.

MAC
A fl ower supposed to turn my head?

is
Is that it?

ZACH
No, | just wanted you to | ook nice.
(realizing his m stake)
So they'd see you like | do.

MAC
Bosses are all alike.
(she wal ks away)
The hell with you and your neet..
What ever it is.
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Mac wal ks |i ke a nechanic back to her car. A disappointed
Zach turns and wal ks into the nmeeting, pinning the flower to
this jacket while struggling to get the hurt off his face.

Mac | eans against her car. Her PHONE rings. She answers
it.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Captain, | told you. 1 don't want
anything to do with thst suit.

Three people walk in front of Mac, GERALD PAI NTER, a wel |
dressed man in his fifties, SHARON PAI NTER, a gl anorous

| ooki ng woman in her twenties, and another well dressed man.
They stop for a nmonent to listen to Ceral d.

GERALD PAI NTER
...Right with himtil the strai ghtaway
and he just takes off.. | just can't
stay with him

MAC
(listening to Geral d)
Okay. | get it. But that's not ne.
You can take your |ousy courtroom
and... well... I'"msure you can guess

the rest. Sir.

She di sconnects and shoves the phone in her pocket and
intently listens to the three. Paul WIlianms slows and turns
to Gerald Painter

PAUL W LLI AVS
I"ve tried every trick I know, nman

GERALD PAI NTER

["mtired of this shi..

(1 ooks at di sapproving

Shar on)
Ever since Tej ponied up to get tuned
at that high dollar place.. That,
what's it called? "ltalian notor
sports”...he just kicks our ass.

Paul notices Mac, | ooks her over.

SHARON PAI NTER
Cone on.. He's not beating you that
bad. Honey, you know we don't have
t he nool ah for that boutique!

Paul and Mac's eyes neet and Mac starts to speak but Paul
turns back to Cerald.



GERALD PAI NTER
Yeah, but we can always afford to
send you to yours!

Sharon is about to light into Gerald when Mac interrupts.
MAC
@uys, hey, you tal king about Tej
Raj anapool ?

PAUL W LLI AVS
Yeah, you know hi nf

Mac hurries to catch up with the group

MAC
Lime Green Charger?

GERALD PAI NTER
That's the one.

MAC
It's not just the horses that's
killing you.

GERALD PAI NTER
How do you know t hat ?

MAC
| did that car.

SHARON PAI NTER
You, honey? | doubt it.

Mac gl ares at her as Sharon turns, away di sm ssing her.
MAC
Bring it into Frank's and |I'Il put
you back in the race.

PAUL W LLI AVS
Frank Johnson's ol d place?

Mac nods and eyes Sharon's sw shy wal k.
PAUL W LLI AVS ( CONT' D)
He don't work on racers any nore.
Hel |, he's dead!!!
Mac turns the strut back on

MAC
Hi s son, Zach is running it now.

42.
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PAUL W LLI AVS
| heard. Who are you?

Paul watches Mac, | ooking her over.
MAC
| work for Zach now. | did Tej's
car at |noto.
Mac joins the group as they enter the neetup.
I NT. MEETUP - CONTI NUOUS

Zach stands by hinself holding a stack of BUSI NESS CARDS as
Mac and the racers enter. He sees her tal king ani matedly
with the group and anbles up tentatively. Mac see him takes

the stack of cards from Zach and hands them out to the racers.

MAC
(to CGerald)
So that's the deal, eight hundred
dollars plus parts and anot her eight
hundred if you win this weekend.
(1 ooki ng at Geral d)
And you better w n.

Zach | ooks worried as 2 other men wal k up. Gerald introduce
her to them and she hands them cards, too. PAUL WLLIAMS
si ngl es out Zach.

PAUL W LLI AVS
Hey Johnson, how are things at the
shop?

ZACH
Doi ng okay.

PAUL W LLI AVS
Heard about Terry and the cash
di scounts.

Zach squi rns.

PAUL W LLI AVS ( CONT' D)
That shit happens. To everybody.
(gesturing at MAC)
Is she as good as she says?

ZACH
Yeah, | think she is.

I NT. BANKER S OFFI CE - DAY

Jerry counts noney as Zach wat ches.
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Zach reacts with a grimace,

JERRY
Three thousand four hundred dol | ars?.
Not bad. Not bad for a couple of
days.
(he wai ves a cashi er

recei pt for the

paynent)
Exam ners just need to see progress
to stick you in the good bucket.
Qught to get you another week, anyway.

ZACH
Thanks

JERRY
Don't thank ne yet. |Its not a sure
thing. Even then, |'ve still got to

have the eight grand by the end of
t he nont h.

ZACH
Got it.

JERRY
Good nove, getting back into racing.
Your dad's name should bring "emin.

ZACH
Yeah. And we've got a hot mechanic.

JERRY
| heard.
(l eers at Mac)
Keep on trucking Zach. You are a
fighter like your dad. We'll get
you back on track.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Zach returns fromthe bank
door, turns to go in and freezes.

t eenage gi

office. She | ooks behind furniture,

and wal | s.

to see their undersides. Derrick walks up behind Zach.

Anita pulls out Zachs bag of dirty handkerchi efs and | ooks

ar ound

Jerry |l ooks at himcuriously.

He wal ks to the open office
ANI TA, a punk | ooki ng

44.

rl in shorts and a t-shirt is snooping around the

checking the flooring

Then she pulls out the drawers and hol ds them up

DERRI CK
It's OK boss
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ANl TA
BEvwwwwH!

Anita makes a face.

ANI TA ( CONT' D)
Real | y?

She drops to her knees, the sound of a velcro rip loudly
fills the room She reappears and drops a small LOCK BOX
onto the desk. It has a keyed lock. She starts to reach
into her bra, sees the audience and spins the chair around.
She spins back around, a bit red faced and hol di ng her | ock
picking tools. In a few seconds she has the | ock open and
off the box. She spins the box around to themto open and
smles proudly. Raphael noves next to her, proudly

DERRI CK
Go ahead, open it.

ZACH
Qpen what? What is it?

DERRI CK
| don't know, but whatever it is,
Terry wanted it really bad.

ZACH
(1 ooking from Derrick
to the box)
This is what he was after?

Zach opens the LOCK BOX. There is a LARGE AMOUNT OF CASH in
t he box. He | ooks around ammzed.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
And who's this?

RAPHAEL
My niece, Anita.

ZACH
H, Anita. Thank you very much for
finding the noney.
(nervous)
Where' d you learn to do that? Find
st ashes?

ANl TA
My Dad. He does it for a living.

Zach | ooks nervously around the room

ZACH
Oh.
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RAPHAEL
Naw, man, he's a locksmth. But
she's a genius. Last year old man
Sinpson died...left his wife with
nothin'. Anita? She found a hal f
mllion dollars squirreled around
t hat house!

| NT. SHOP OFFI CE - MONDAY MORNI NG
Zach is counting noney as MAC wal ks in

MAC
(wal ki ng around desk
to stand next to him
How s it | ooking?

ZACH
Counted it twice and its still not
enough.

MAC
Cl ose?

ZACH

But no cigar. Need another fifteen
hundred bucks by five ocl ock.

MAC
(sl appi ng STACK OF
CASH on t he desk)
Maybe this will help. Gerald' s car
won | ast weekend. Sixteen hundred
dol | ars.

Zach just |looks at it.

MAC ( CONT' D)
What's the matter,

(grins)
Never seen a cash sal e before?

Zach grins, but hesitates as he adds the dirty noney to the
pile.

ZACH
That'll do it.

I NT. MOM S HOUSE - NI GHT
Zach enters the den where Adivia sits, reading.

OLlI VI A
How d things go at the bank?
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ZACH
What ever Mac did to Cerald' s car
wor ked. He paid the bonus and we
made the paynent.

OLI VIA
Congratul ations. That's just
wonder f ul .

ZACH
Yeah, | just wish we'd gotten it

sone ot her way.

Qivia starts to say sonmething but Zach gives his nother a
quick "don't go there" | ook and continues through the room

oLl VI A
Joe. .

ZACH (O S.)
Mom .. you prom sed. ..

oLl VIA
&k, Zachary, then, Can we talk?

Zach wal ks back into the room

ZACH
What ' s up?
oLl VIA
Yes. That's what 1'd |like to know.
ZACH
What do you nean?
oLl VIA
What happened between you and your
dad?
ZACH
Mom |'mnot going to talk about
t hat .

Zach gets up, wal ks out.

OLlI VI A
Wll, you can't keep avoiding it.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - MORNI NG

Mac is on a creeper working under a street racer. Zach wal ks
in carrying a NEW CLI CK TORQUE WRENCH WTH A BOWtied around
it. Derrick and Raphael | ook at each other know ngly.
Derrick pulls out a TWENTY...
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RAPHAEL
I"mnot taking that.

Zach puts the wench on Mac's bench and wal ks off just as

Mac rolls out fromunder the car on the CREEPER  She wat ches
hi mwal k away, then gets up to see what he left on the bench
She picks up the TORQUE WRENCH

MAC
Shit.

She stonps to the office.
| NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOQUS
Zach sits at the desk entering supplier invoices into the

conputer. Mac enters with the TORQUE WRENCH and throws it
onto the desk with a bang.

MAC
What is this?
ZACH
It's a torque wench?
MAC
Don't get ne presents. It won't get
you anyt hi ng!
ZACH
It's not a present. It's a tool.

You need it. The shop needs it.
Want ne to take it back?

Mac glares at him

MAC
No.
(1 ooks at the tool)
Thanks.

Mac grabs the tool and wal ks out, when she's safely gone,
Zach smil es.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - NI GHT

Mac i s under the hood of a racer. Derrick and Raphael's
stations are enpty, they wi pe down their tools. W hear the
sound of the new torque wench "clicking" when the correct
force is applied.

DERRI CK
Raphael , did you hear that?
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RAPHAEL
That sounds |i ke one of them fancy
clicky torque wenches.

DERRI CK
Al ways wanted ne one of those.

MAC
(grinning from under
t he hood)
Screw youl!

RAPHAEL
(to Mac)
You goi ng hone?

MAC
(straightens up to
talk to the nen)
Yeah. |'m done.

Derrick and Raphael put up the last tools and wal k toward
the exit.

DERRI CK
W're gettin' a beer at the VFW
You comn'?

MAC
Maybe.

RAPHAEL
Suit yourself.

DERRI CK
Raphi e, anyone ever get you one of
those click wenches?

RAPHAEL
No, man. |'mnot that pretty.

Derrick and Raphael pass Zach on their way out.

ZACH
"night fellas.

DERRI CK
"Ni ght boss

RAPHAEL
"Ni ght.

Mac still has her head under the hood of the car. Her PHONE
rings in her pocket.
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MAC
Shit. Leave nme alone, will you?
(pull's the phone out
of her pocket)

What ?
(pause)
Yeah. Ckay.
(pause)
Zach stands in the doorway, |istening.
MAC ( CONT' D)
| said no. There has to be sonebody
el se.
(pause)
Don't put nme in that position.
(pause)
| can't do it. She'll do okay with
out me... you can't expect ne to...
(pause)
Shit.

She di sconnects the phone. Puts it back in her pocket.

ZACH
Everyt hi ng okay?

MAC
Yeah. Peachy.

Her eyes well with tears. She slams the hood shut, throws
the torque wench, with the somewhat worn bow still on it,
onto the bench and wal ks out. Zach follows her.

EXT. SHOP PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Mac wal ks out the door, Zach follows, quickly |ocking the
door behind him

Mac sees hi mwal ki ng behind her as he hurries to catch up.

MAC
What are you doi ng?

ZACH
Wal ki ng.

Mac keeps wal king. Tears going down her face. She swats at
t hem

MAC
Do it sonepl ace el se.

ZACH
Nope.

61



62

51.

Mac wal ks faster, Zach keeps up, keeping pace just behind
her. After a few nonments, she stops. Wpes her face.

MAC

I"mokay. | don't need a baby sitter.
ZACH

(1 aughi ng)

| know t hat.
MAC

Then why are you here?
ZACH

You're hurtin' too nmuch to be al one.
MAC

I"mfine.
ZACH

Wl l, you can't keep avoiding it.
(gri maci ng)

Shi t!
MAC
What ?
ZACH
Soneone told ne the same thing.
Man, | was pissed at her. [|'msorry.

Mac stands facing himin silence for a nonent. She noves
closer to him studying his face.

ZACH ( CONT' D)

What ?
MAC

Just trying to figure out your gane.
ZACH

Gane?
MAC

Everybody has a game, boss.

Mac turns back around and wal ks back toward the shop with
Zach hurrying to catch up. As he | ooks strai ght ahead, she
turns her head to look at him A snmile crosses her face as
she turns her head to | ook forward.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - MORNI NG 62

Mac and Cerald Painter stand in the back of the shop in an
i ntense di scussion about driving a track.



GERALD PAI NTER
| can be ahead of himgoing into
nunber five and by the tine we |
out of it he's even and what | |
can't understand is he keeps pul
awnay.

i ne
ust
l'i ng

Zach wal ks by

MAC
This is the only place it happens?

GERALD PAI NTER
Only on that turn on that track.
And Mac, the regional finals are
this weekend and we gotta figure
this out.

Zach turns back.

ZACH
Fifth turn at Devil's Knife?

GERALD PAI NTER
Uhh, Yeah.

CGerald turns back to Mac.

ZACH
Kick the canber in on the outside
rear tire and reduce the steering
inclination to make up for it.

GERALD PAI NTER
That doesn't nmke any sense.

MAC
Wait a second.

ZACH
That turn is alnost off canber.
You're gonna roll no matter how stiff
the bar is. Use it.

MAC
Ww, that m ght work.
(staring at Zach)
How d you know t hat ?

ZACH
Don't try that on any other track.
And it gets a bit touchy even there.
(wal ki ng away)
| always hated that place.



Zach wal ks back to the office.

MAC
Let's get to the track and do it.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Zach enters invoices into the COWUTER accounting software
and makes notes on a NOTEPAD. Mac wal ks in grinning.

MAC
Wrked |ike a charm Zach. At first
we didn't shimit out enough and I
t hought what the hell and put in
everything | had.

ZACH
(grinning)
Ch no!!
MAC

(1 aughi ng as she drops

into a chair)
Yeah, well we didn't do too mnuch
damage. ... dialed it back and
Gerald' s totally punped. He wants
us there for the race.

ZACH
| can't.

MAC
Why not? Look this' be great for
I

|1
be fun.

busi ness and it"'|
ZACH

I"mbusy. Got a neeting
MAC

What night is it?
ZACH

I's what ?
MAC

The neeting, asshole.
ZACH

Toni ght .
MAC

(standi ng up)
Good, then you are free cause the
race's tonmorrow. Pick you up around
five.
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Mac | eaves. Zach | ooks |ike he's gonna' puke.
64 EXT. MAC S CAR - AFTERNOON 64
Mac drives and Zach sits unconfortably.

MAC
you're worried about my driving,
I

|
' | et you drive.

ZACH
No, | don't want to drive.

MAC
Good, 'cause nobody drives ny car.

Zach can't stop a snile.

65 EXT. MAC S CAR - RACE TRACK - LATER 65
Mac rolls down her wi ndow. The sound of cars scream ng around
the track.

MAC
God. | love that sound.

She | ooks over at Zach. He is pale as a sheet. She quickly
stops the car.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Hey... you okay?

Zach | ooks strai ght ahead, breathing shallow and quick, his
ri ght hand goes to his chest.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Zach?

ZACH
l... | can't...

MAC
VWhat ?

ZACH
l... I think... I'"'m.. heart..
Att ack. .

Mac puts a hand to Zach's forehead then presses a finger
into his neck |ooking for his carotid pul se.

MAC
Nope. No heart attack. Jeez. You

coul da just said you didn't want to
cone.
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Zach turns to her, questioningly

ZACH
Call... 911... please...

Mac puts the car into gear, nakes a rash U-turn and drives
away fromthe track. She rolls her w ndow back up. Zach's
breath slowy returns to normal.

EXT. VFW BAR PARKI NG LOT - A FEW M NUTES LATER
Mac pulls her car into the parking |ot.

MAC
We' re here.

She gets out, goes around and opens the door for Zach, who
has his head on his knees. He takes her armand clinbs out.
He turns toward the door. Looks up, and stops short.

ZACH
This isn't the E R

MAC
(al nost pul ling Zach
out of the car)
The hell it's not.
I NT. VFW BAR - CONTI NUOUS

Mac pushes Zach through the door, gestures to the bar. He
stunbles to the bar and sits. She sits next to him

GLORI A, the bartender, a once attractive wonman in her |ate

sixties fills TWO SHOT GLASSES froma LI QUOR BOTTLE and sl i des

one in front of Zach.

GLORI A
Start with this. |If you keep that
down, I'Il get you sonething stronger.
MAC
Thanks, G oria.

(pause)
Zach, this is Goria. Army nurse in
"Nam now she tends to us. doria,
this is Zach. M boss.

G oria puts her hand out and Zach autonmatically shakes it.

GLORI A
Nice to neet'ya boss.

Goria linps as she noves down the bar to another custoner.
Zach snells the SHOT, then sucks it down. Makes a face.
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ZACH
There's sonet hi ng stronger?
MAC
Good. Gve it a mnute.
ZACH
You cone here a |lot?
MAC
Sonetimes. You know, when things
get...
Mac downs her shot.
ZACH
You had it rough over there?
MAC
It was okay. Not as bad as sone.
ZACH
(1 ooks at his shaking

hands)
Maybe | can get anot her one.

Mac gestures to Goria. Gdoria refills the gl asses.

wal ks over to another custonmer. They down the shots
MAC
Maybe we shoul d get sonething to
eat ?
ZACH

They have food here?

MAC
Not really. Hey doria, can we get
a couple o' burgers?

GLORI A
It's your life.

I NT. VFWBAR - LATER

Zach and Mac are at a table now, burgers are done,
beer bottles line the table.

MAC
Seriously? You didn't!

ZACH
Yep. That's how | got through Chef
school .

56.

Aoria
t oget her.

enpty
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They sit

in silence for a nonment

ZACH ( CONT' D)
What happened back there? | thought
I was dying.

MAC

Yeah. That's howit feels. First
your chest tightens and you can't
breathe. Then your heart tries to
pound right of your chest.

(pause)
Seen it worse. Hell, |'ve done it
worse. You did okay.

More sil ence.

They wal k
get cl ose.

ZACH
Seen what worse? Wat was it?
MAC
Pani c.
ZACH
Panic. | don't think so.
MAC

Man, you shoul da seen your face.
You were white as a sheet. Wsh I'd
had a caner a.

ZACH
Funny.
MAC
(serious now)
No. | know how it feels.
(pause)

Geral d's gonna be pissed.

ZACH
He' || get over it.

MAC
Sonet hi ng about raci ng? Your dad?
(Zach gives a don't
go there | ook)
Oooh, its both!

ZACH
Let's get out of here.

out together, Zach noves away when Mac tries to

S7.
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XT. MAC S CAR - CONTI NUQUS 69

Zach gets to his door first and stands, watching Mac open
her door. Just before she gets in their eyes neet. They
freeze for a nonent. Mac and Zach clinb into the car

sinul taneously. Their heads al nost touch as they twist into
the seats. Zach pulls her head toward his and ki sses her,
passi onately. Mac responds at first, then suddenly pushes
hi m away, turns away fromhim takes her key out.

ZACH
Sorry... I....

Mac puts the key in the ignition, then | ooks at him and
just as suddenly, pulls his head toward her and ki sses him
then tries to pull his shirt out of his pants and shoves her
hand under his shirt.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
You got sonepl ace we can go?

MAC
Way? Is your nomstill up? 1've
al ways wanted to sneak..

She smles as Zach starts to defend hinmself. She starts the
engi ne.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Ch well. Someone has to be the
gr ownup.
ZACH
You' re enjoying this too nmuch
MAC
Not yet.
I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - MORNI NG 70

Zach and Mac asleep in her bed. Mac wakes up first |ooks
around and sees Zach is in her bed. The place is not dirty,
but nessy.

MAC
Shit.

She cl oses her eyes, pretends to be asleep as she thinks.
Zach opens his eyes and | ooks around. He's sl eepi ng agai nst
the wall, trapped. He checks to nmake sure she is sleeping.
He hangs one | eg over her as a counter-weight to help him
press up so he's over her. Her eyes open but she doesn't
nove. Mac realizes he's | eaving and quickly cl oses her eyes.
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Zach cranes his head around to check that she's still asleep
and slides far enough off the bed to take nost of his weight
on the free leg. He push-ups to a tripod and his other |eg

escapes, and he pushes hinself back and off the bed. She

opens one eye and watches himleave, lets out a sigh of relief

and rolls in to his depression in the nattress.
| NT. SHOP GARAGE - MORNI NG

Zach wears sungl asses as he pours hinself a CUP of coffee
fromthe COFFEE POT. He has his back to the door as Mac
enters. She see's him and quickly skirts along the wall to
her bay, unnoticed. Zach walks to the office.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - LATER

Zach, still wearing the shades, pokes his head through the
of fice door. Derrick and Raphael work over their respective
cars. Mac is under hers.

ZACH
Hey you guys know where Mac is?

Derrick points to the car.

MAC
(fromunder the car)
Yeah, boss?

ZACH
Oh. Nothing. Just... didn't
know. . . never m nd.

Derrick and Raphael exchange | ooks and shrug.
| NT. SHOP GARACE - LATER

Zach carries PARTS out of the office and puts them on
Raphael 's bench. Mac slides her CREEPER out enough to see
what is going on. Zach |ooks at her and she slides back
under the car as he quickly turns back to Raphael

ZACH
Here are the shocks and right bal
joint...
(cross checks the
parts with the |ist)
For that red truck.

RAPHAEL
Thanks boss.

Zach turns and wal ks away. Half way to the office he sees a
delivery driver enter carrying a PARTS BOX. He signs for it
and the driver wal ks away.
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Zach | ooks at the packing slip, then at Mac's bay, takes a
breath and wal ks over to Mac. He kneels down and peers under
the car at Mac. He sniles when he sees her working before..

ZACH
Got the rack and pinion in for that
Chevy.

MAC

Uhhh, yeah, just put'em on ny bench.

ZACH
Hey, about |ast night. Thank you.
Uhh not for that | nmean. Shit.
(takes a breath)
Thanks for understanding. Sounds
i ke you' ve been there.

MAC
Yeah

ZACH
I never knew.

MAC
Yeah, well. That's not sonething I
usual ly share. And Zach, | don't
usual ly share ny bed either. I'm

not sure what happened | ast night.
It was alright but...

ZACH
Just one night. | totally agree.

Zach starts to stand, but bends back down to see Mac.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Alright, really? Sonehow I'd hoped..

MAC
It was better than alright. OK?

ZACH
Hey, There's a free concert downtown
t onorrow night...mybe you'd want to

go. ..

MAC
Real | y?

ZACH
As friends!

MAC

Hyh.  Yeah, okay.. As FRI ENDS!
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ZACH
Friends. 1'll pick you up about seven?

Mac nods as she turns back to her work. Wen Zach stands
she | ooks to see he is gone and sml|es. Zach wal ks back to
the office with a grin.

EXT. MOM S HOUSE - AFTERNOON 74
Zach drives themup to his nother's garage. They get out.

MAC
Its a beautiful night for a concert.

Dirt pours off the garage door as Zach opens it to get |awn
chairs. A dusty PONTIAC GT sits covered in the garage. Jdivia
wal ks around the corner.

oLl VI A
Oh...umm .. Zach! What are you Kkids
up to?
ZACH
There's a concert downt own.
oLl VI A
Ch, sounds fun.
(poi nting)

Zach, the lawn chairs are in that
corner under the canping stuff.

ZACH
Got it.

As Zach digs out the lawn chairs, Mac wal ks into the garage.
She | ooks at the covered car, pulls a corner off...

MAC
Is this...

She pulls the cover further off..

QLI VI A
Yes, it is. This was nine.
MAC
Holly.... Shi... You drove this?

She pulls the cover nostly off the car and | ooks at divia.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Jeez.

She | ooks at racing pictures of Zach's dad on the wall. She
stops at one with Zach init.



OLlI VI A
W used to all go to the races.
Gosh, | loved those days. The

excitement, noise, feeling like a
fam|ly.

MAC
What happened?

Aivia' s hands shake. She digs in her purse.

Mac | ooks at a picture of Aivia, Zach, his father

MAC ( CONT' D)
I"'msorry, | didn't nean to pry.
OLIVIA
Oh, no, its alright. 1 don't have

anything to hide
(1 ooks at Zach)

At least | don't think I do.
(back to the photos
on the wall)

He used to | ove the races.

Aivia |l ooks over her shoul der

Qivia takes out a PILL BOITLE, opens it,

tosses it

Mac jolts when she hears this,

Mom t ears

MAC
Is that Terry?

into her mouth and swallows it.

OLI VI A
Zach and his dad would be up al
hours working on the cars. Sone
nmornings |1'd find themat the shop,
asleep on an old mattress. They
were so cl ose.

OLI VI A (CONT' D)
(turns to Mac)
Then it all changed. Zach was so

angry. He didn't want anything to do

with his dad. Never did find out
what happened. And now Frank is
gone and. ..

up, turns away.

MAC
I"msorry. Zach never tal ks about

any of that. | just wanted to know.

| ooks for Zach.

62.

and Terry.

renoves a Pl LL,
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oLl VI A
Me too.

ZACH
(wal ks past themw th
t he CHAI RS)
Ready to go. See ya later Mom Not
sure what time I'Il be home.

OLlI VI A
(pai nful smle)
That's alright honey. | won't wait

up.

Mac | ooks at Aivia, starts to say something, but changes
her mind and joins Zach in the car as Aivia stands still
and watches themdrive off. She noves to close the garage
door but stops and wal ks over to the car. She touches it

| ovingly and begins to pull the cover back on.

| NT. MAC S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Mac | eads Zach into her apartment after the concert.

ZACH
Those guys were amazi ng!

MAC
They were alright.

ZACH
There's that word agai n.

Mac puts her arms around him and nelts into him

MAC
Maybe it was just the conmpany?

ZACH
Coul d be.

Suddenly she startles with eyes open and strai ghtens up.
She keeps an arm around him

MAC
I"mthirsty. Want sonething?

ZACH
Sure. GCot sone iced tea?

They di sengage and wal k toward the kitchen

MAC
O course.
( MORE)
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MAC ( CONT' D)
(cracks a smle)
Left a pitcher to sun brewin Iraq
once and the next day there was
not hi ng but sand and a tea bag.

INT. MAC S KI TCHEN - CONTI NUQUS

The kitchen isn't dirty, but it has a BOTTLE OF O L and
SPI CES, a MESSY CUTTI NG BOARD, SUGAR BOAL and PAPER TOWELS
sitting out.

ZACH
Man, that's hot.

Zach gets TWO GLASSES out of the cabinet and turns to get
ICE fromthe freezer conpartnent. He waits as Mac pulls the
| CE TEA PITCHER fromthe refrigerator.

MAC
No, it was ny jerk C.O . That asshole
was al ways messing with me.

Zach opens the freezer and Mac pal nms | CE out of the drawer

and drops it into the glasses. She pours the iced tea as

Zach cl oses the freezer door. He sees dirt at the top of

the freezer door and reaches for the kitchen sponge and starts
cleaning the door. He finishes and takes a wad of paper
towel s and dries the door. WMac stands speechl ess and wat ches.

ZACH
(reaching for the tea)
Ch, thanks.

He takes a drink and cleans a spot on the counter before
tossing the paper towels in the trash. Then he grabs the
used paper towel on the counter and tosses that. Then puts
his gl ass down, |ooks around and sees there isn't a spice
rack and opens a couple of cabinet doors and finds a likely
candi date to hold spices. Quickly he puts the oil and spices
away. Picks up the sugar bow, decides it |ooks good enough
to |l eave out and puts it back on the counter against the

wall. He turns back to Mac, who stares at himwi th her arns
crossed.
MAC
What are you doi ng?
ZACH
Cl eani ng up.
MAC

In ny kitchen? WMaybe | |ike the way
it |ooks.
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ZACH
Maybe this isn't the best tine to
suggest a spice rack?

Mac stares at him

ZACH ( CONT' D)
But | bet its a great tinme for a

shower ?
MAC
(scrunchi ng her nose)
Probabl y.

Zach gives her a quick kiss on the cheek as he passes her on
the way to the shower.

Mac turns to watch himleave, then turns back to the counter
She pulls the sugar bow back to the center of the counter.
Changes her mind and puts it hanging off the edge. Then
opens it and sprinkles sugar on the counter. Mac dunps her
iced tea out and opens anot her cabinet and pulls out sone
scotch. She pours sone into the iced tea glass and downs

it. Another. She puts away the bottle and sets her gl ass

in the sink. She starts away, but conmes back to nove the
sugar bowl back to where Zach had put it. She wal ks, shaking
her head toward the bedroom

Mac | eans agai nst the bathroom door, listening to the sound
of the shower.

I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - NI GHT

FIl ashback from Mac's P.O V. - Zach ripping off his shirt,
reaching for her.

I NT. MAC S BATHROOM - CONTI NUGUS

Zach showers, facing the faucet. Mac slips in behind him
and throws an arm over his shoulder and | ays her head on his
back as she waps her other armaround his waist. Zach's
eyes widen, he tries to calmhinself. Mc's hand drifts

down. Zach freezes. Mac stops and lifts her head, surprised.

Zach suddenly shakes hinmself free of the armaround his wai st
and shoves her away with his el bow. She slips and falls

agai nst the shower curtain. The shower curtain gives way
and she falls over the edge of the tub as Zach grabs for

her. He slows her fall to a gentle bunp and | oses his

bal ance. He tunbles after her smashing his forehead into

t he cabinet. Bruised and bl eeding, he untangl es hinself

pul ling the shower curtain over his naked | ower half, cowers
in the corner of the bathroom

ZACH
NO !

77

78



79

80

81

66.

MAC
Are you OK?

ZACH
GET AWAY FROM ME!

Mac grabs her robe and backs as far as the open doorway.
Zach cowers in the corner, trenbling.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
(with a child like
Voi ce)
I"msorry Daddy, | didn't mean to...

Mac |istens, closes her eyes and trenbles. She takes a deep
breath, nakes a decision and shakes her head with resol ve,
No.

I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS

Zach has a bandage on his forehead as he finishes dressing
and wal ks to the door. Mac stands by the door in her robe.
Zach noves toward her. Her cold expression never changes as
he wal ks out the door and she shuts it behind him She takes
a breath, relaxes and heads to the kitchen with a |inp and
stiff back.

I NT. MAC S KI TCHEN - CONTI NUQUS
Mac opens the |iquor cabinet and sets the BOTTLE OF SCOTCH

on the counter. She lifts the glass out of the sink but
puts it back and gets a SHOT GLASS fromthe cabinet. She

fills and downs the shot glass. She grinaces from her bruised

back, fills it again and shuffles out of the kitchen.
| NT. SHOP GARAGE - MORNI NG

Derrick and Raphael | ook over their WORK SHEETS for the day
when Mac wal ks in. She is not wal king nuch better than | ast
night. She cones up to the two nmen and wi nces as she reaches
for her CLI PBOARD.

DERRI CK
You | ook better than he does.

Mac | ooks at him quizzically.

MAC
VWhat ?

Derrick gestures towards the office.
DERRI CK

Boss man don't | ook so good.
( MORE)
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DERRI CK ( CONT' D)
(risking all for a
| augh)
You nmusta had sonme kind o' fun.

Mac gl ares at himas Raphael noves to hide the BREAKER BAR.
Mac shuffles of f suppressing a | augh.

MAC
Oooh that hurts.

I NT. SHOP GARAGE - LATER

Zach enters the shop with the bandage still on his forehead

and carrying a shopping bag. He |ooks around to see if he's

been spotted as he sneaks it into the office and quickly
reappears. He wal ks past Raphael who grins at himon his
way to find Mac. He stops at her station. Pauses, takes a
breath, wi nces, and ..

ZACH
(softly)
Mac, can you come into my office for
a nmoment. Pl ease.

MAC
(1 ooki ng up)
Sure. Gve nme just a mnute.. Boss.

Zach cringes at being called boss and his shoul ders drop as
he wal ks back to the office.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Zach sits at his desk and stares at the wall. Mac shuffl es
in.
MAC
(tenderly)
What is it?

Zach | ooks up and sees her shuffling. He junps up

ZACH
You're hurt!

Mac waves hi m back, as Zach w nces.

MAC
|'ve been beat up by worse than you

Zach stops and despair fills his face.
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MAC ( CONT' D)
Kidding! 1'Il be fine. You know,
you don't | ook that great either.

Zach goes back around the desk and pulls a BOX out of the
SHOPPI NG BAG.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Raphael and Derrick are having fun
with our.. Injuries.

ZACH
(smling for the first
time)
| bet.

Mac freezes when she sees the box.

MAC
What is that?

ZACH
A pres.. No. It's a .. bird nest on
t he ground.

MAC
VWhat ?

ZACH
One of our custoners couldn't pay
their bill and | HAD to take this
i nst ead.

He offers the box and Mac takes the box. She opens it and
her eyes light up. She pulls the DRESS out of the box.

MAC
And it "just happens” to be in ny
si ze?
(lifting the tag)
Wth the tag still on it?

She | ooks in the box.
MAC ( CONT' D)

And a receipt with today's date.
(seeing the price)

Zach! | can't take this! \Wat are
you doi ng?

(pause)
You can't just ...just...buy ne.

She wal ks toward the door. Zach follows her
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ZACH

That's not what.... I'mnot...

(softer)
Just look at it... it... it matches
your eyes...

(pl eadi ng)
| want to see you in it. Please,
for m.

Mac glares at him Gets up and closes the door and cl oses

the blinds, but it hurts and she winces. Wth the door closed
she turns and shuffles back to the present. She |ooks at

it, then at Zach

MAC
I's this what you want ?

She starts to take off her work cl ot hes.

ZACH
No...God! No...it"'s not about...
(pause)
Toni ght, di nner?

He wal ks up to her, |ooks at the TAG
ZACH ( CONT' D)
"1l probably have to borrow noney
frommy nother, but we'll go sonepl ace
ni ce.
He | ooks into her eyes. Her face softens.

MAC
Don't be a jerk. Take the dress back.

Zach | ooks hurt, |ooks at her curiously.

MAC ( CONT' D)
What do you want, Zach?
ZACH
(tearing)
I"msorry.... | don't know what
happened. 1... let me nmake it up to
you.
MAC

Hmph... then... Take me dancing. To
Henry's. Though you m ght have to
carry ne.

They smile at each other and reach for each others hands.
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84 I NT. HENRY' S BAR - NI GHT 84

Mac and Zach dance apart as the song ends. The next song
begi ns, a slow one. Zach reaches for Mac.

MAC
| don't know any sl ow steps and |
don't want tos just stunble around
SO you can grope ne.

ZACH
Just follow ny | ead.

MAC
Zach!

Zach reaches around and grabs the back of her dress. He
noves her around effortlessly as they nove together with the
flow of the song. At first Mac is stiff but begins to nove
nore freely as Zach noves them around. The song ends and
Zach lets go of Mac.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Ww. How d you do that.

ZACH
| just let you dance and noved you
ar ound.

MAC

Yeah, but how.

ZACH
It's a secret.

They return to their chairs. Mc's PURSE and Zach's PHONE
are on the table.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
You don't seemtoo slowed down by
our... Weck... last night.

MAC
Better living through chemstry. A
few pain pills and a couple of these
(she takes a drink
from her GLASS)
And I'm .. fine.

ZACH
|"msorry.

MAC
Yeah.
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ZACH
Hope you can still work in the
norning. | hear your boss is a rea
hard ass.
Mac | ooks annoyed.
MAC

No shit, Sherl ock!

Zach reacts to the unexpected hostility. A waiter wal ks by
with a platter of orders. Zach |ooks the food over, stares
for a noment.

MAC ( CONT' D)
Earth to Zach.
ZACH
Sorry. | figured I'd have ny own

restaurant by now. Not running that
damm shop. Like him

pause)
Anyt hi ng but there.

Mac wat ches him

ZACH ( CONT' D)
I"ve got to hit the head.

Zach wal ks off. Mac | ooks around, |ooking relaxed, happy.
She stretches her back as a nmessage cones in on Zach's PHONE

"Hey sexy M ssed you at brkfst”

Mac grabs his PHONE and opens it to see a series of nmessages
fromKristen. She is still reading when Zach returns with a
big smle.

ZACH ( CONT' D)

(digging out his wallet)
You ' bout ready to go?

MAC
Who is Kristen?

Zach is blind-sided

ZACH
Who? Kristen?
MAC
(1 ooks at the phone)
Kristen ... Webster. She's been

sending you all this romantic..
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ZACH
Noooh!

Mac reads anot her nmessage, then turns to Zach.

MAC
Now t his one's downright slutty.

Zach puts down his wallet and grabs her by the shoul ders.
He sees her tense and raise out of her chair but hangs on to
her .

ZACH
Nobody. She's... just a girl | used
to know that won't | eave ne al one.

MAC
I's that why she "m sses your body at
ni ght and breakfasts in the norning".

ZACH
| never stay 'til breakfast!

This visibly upsets Mac even nore. They glare at each other
and Zach stornms off.

Mac | ooks around at all the people staring and sl unps back
into her chair. The waiter nmeekly brings her the check.

She reaches for Zach's wallet and pulls out his CASH  She

| ooks at the CHECK and puts all the noney on the PLATE. A
pai nful grin and she picks the noney up and counts them out.
She pauses to figure the tip and finishes paying the bill.
She stuffs the nmoney back into the wallet and sonmething falls
out. She reaches to pick it up without |ooking at it and
starts to stuff it back into the wallet. She stops, pulls
it out and tears well in her eyes. She digs in her purse
and pulls out the rest of the ZACHS TORN PHOTO from 22 years
ago and puts them back together.

MAC
Ch No!

She turns to | ook for Zach and he is standing there, watching
her .

MAC ( CONT' D)
| know who you are!

Zach just stares at her for a nonent.

ZACH
(grabs his wall et out
of her hand)
What are you doing with nmy wallet?
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He angrily picks up the bil

MAC
| already paid it.

ZACH
(counting the noney
Mac | eft)
Wth MY noney.

Waits inmpatiently for Zach to finish

MAC
Zach. Look.

She hands hi m SARAS TORN PHOTO. He yanks the photo from her
hand. Looks at it for a nonent.

ZACH
You got this out of ny wallet?
Snoopi ng through nmy ph.
(suddenly realizes
its SARAS TORN PHOTO
Wait a mnute. This is...
(1 ooks at her)

MAC
...the other half...

She mat ches the pieces of photos together.

ZACH
How. . .

MAC
I'm..I'm.. Sara. O... | used to
be.

Real i zation dawns on him He sits silent. They stare at
each ot her.

ZACH
So....... what ?
MAC
So. JCE. Nothing. YQU stopped

writing!

She gets up and wal ks out crying. Zach watches her go, unsure
what to do. He |ooks around and spots an ol der couple
wat ching him They point at the door and nouth "go".
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74.
EXT. HENRY' S BAR PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS 85
Mac hi des behi nd hedges close to the bar. Zach energes from
the bar and | ooks around. He wal ks to his car and | eans back
against the it and stares into the dark sky. H s phone buzzes
a text nessage in. He reads it
MAC. Way id u keep the pics if it dont nean nything?
MAC. You are so stupid. W are friends.
MAC. FUCK YOU!
Zach grins and punches a two |etter response and | ooks around
for where she's hiding. He heads confidently toward sone
tall shrubs..
EXT. HENRY' S BAR PARKI NG LOT MAC S HI DI NG SPOT - CONTI NUQUS 86

Mac sits slouched and hol di ng her phone. Her head is on her
knees. She bangs her head on her knees as her phone buzzes.

ZACH. K
A painful, involuntary smle
Zach appears in her hiding spot

ZACH
H ... | knew you' d be here.

She | aughs and starts to wi pe her nose on her arm Zach
sticks his armin her way.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Her e.

She uses his armto wi pe her nose. Gins mschievously and
t hen bl ows her nose on his sl eeve.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Oh God.

He repul sively renoves his shirt.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Here, keep it.

She takes it and stares at his chest.

MAC
Uuhhm That's better.

He grins and sits down next to her. She puts her head on
hi s shoul der.



75.

ZACH
| don't get it. Wy does payrol
have you as M chell e MacDonal d?

MAC
Sara's ny m ddl e nane.

Zach rel axes agai nst her.

MAC ( CONT' D)
"Zach" is sexier than Joe.
(pause)
It nmakes sense now.

ZACH
VWhat ?

MAC
The shower.
(1 ooks at him
It was your Dad.

Zach | ooks at the ground.

MAC ( CONT' D)
What do we do now?
ZACH
You had a pretty good idea earlier.
Mac grins.
MAC
No.. But
(a smle crosses her
face)
Yes
(1 ooks at Zach)
But | ater.
ZACH

Yeah, | ater.

He pulls her in tighter and they both stare into space.
Lost and happy and not sure what to do next.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
(pain in his voice)
Wher e have you been?

87 EXT. HENRY' S BAR PARKI NG LOT MAC S HI DI NG SPOT - MORNI NG
Sunlight works its way into their hiding spot as they sl eep.

The sound of a garbage truck conpressing its load in the
parking | ot.
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Reluctantly their eyes open and they both take a quick | ook
at the other, just to make sure.

ZACH
| guess... W ought to go sonepl ace
el se.

Mac nods and they slowy disentangl e and stand. Mac stoops
to pick up ZACH S SHIRT. She offers it to himand he quickly
draws back and shakes his head no.

MAC
You' re such a boy.

EXT. ZACH S CAR - CONTI NUQUS

Zach, no shirt pulls into Mac's parking lot. He watches her
as she gets out. She starts to close the door and realizes
he's still sitting there. She |eans down to see him

MAC
You' re com ng in?

He | ooks at her bl ankly.

MAC ( CONT' D)
You Are Coning In!

He stares for a nmoment and nervously gets out and joins her
on the sidewal k and she | eads himto her apartnent.

I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS

Zach, still shirtless, follows Mac in the door. She puts
her PURSE down and turns to him pulling himclose.

MAC
Cone on, let's get cleaned up and
make some breakf ast.
Mac heads to the bedroom as Zach foll ows.

I NT. MAC S BATHROOM - CONTI NUGUS

Zach is in the shower facing the nozzle as Mac steps in behind

hi mand puts a hand on his shoul der. They both freeze.

MAC
He did that. You're Dad. Frank.
Didn't he?

She starts to step back out. Zach reaches back with his
arm searching for her. He touches her and slowy twists to
face her
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ZACH
No. Don't.

They make silent eye contact. Zach turns back to the faucet
and Mac noves cl oser.

MAC
Here, how s this?

She rubs her breasts on his back. Zach relaxes, his head
rolls back and he eases back.

ZACH
Ahhhh.

Mac grins

MAC
That's better. |Is this OK?

She puts an armover his shoulder. He pushes gently back in
to her and she puts an arm around his wai st.

MAC ( CONT' D)
How s that?

ZACH
I like tits.

MAC

(pushes her face up

agai nst hi s back)
Yeah. You neant to say you like ny
tits.

ZACH
Uuhhh Huhhh.

Mac nmoves her hand down to his crotch and begins to fondle
him Then stops suddenly and rai ses her head up.

MAC
Oh, I'msorry Zach. You OK?

ZACH
Oh God, yes. Just like that.

Mac presses her head back down.

MAC
Me too. Thank you.

ZACH
Thank you? For what?
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Mac smles, hugs himcloser

MAC
For not destroyi ng anot her shower
curtain.
| NT. SHOP GARACE - DAY 91

Mac is under the hood of a car. Derrick and Raphael work on
cars in their bays as well. Zach comes in behind Mac carrying
a SHOPPI NG BAG. He puts his arnms around her and ki sses her
cheek. Mac | ooks at the bag suspiciously.

MAC
What's that?
ZACH
Oh, nothing. Just sonething for
wor K.
MAC
| told you...

He puts his finger to her nouth.

ZACH
It's no big deal.

Zach | eaves the bag on her workbench and exits. Mac | ooks
at the bag, then goes back to work. She keeps | ooki ng back
at the bag.

DERRI CK
It's not gonna bite.

MAC
HA HA.  Very funny. |'mcurious.
That's all.

RAPHAEL
Me too. Now open it girl.

Mac cl oses the hood of the car, w pes at her hands with a
grease cloth, starts to open the SHOPPI NG BAG stops herself,
and gets a CLEANSER squirts it on her hands and scrubs them
clean with the GREASE CLOTH before openi ng the SHOPPI NG BAG
She opens the bag and pulls out a new STYLI SH WOVEN s COVERALL
with her name enbroidered on it. She pulls it out and pl aces
it in front of her.

RAPHAEL ( CONT' D)
Maaan! He |ikes you nore than ne!

Mac's PHONE rings. She |looks at it before picking it up.
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MAC
What now?

MS. ELLORY (V.Q)
W are going to court.

MAC
So?

Mac i nspect the coveralls.

MS. ELLORY (V.Q)
W need you, Sara. W have to have
your testinmony. Her case just isn't
strong enough w t hout you.

MAC
Look, it's just an "occupati onal
hazard." Like I|EDs.

Derrick stops what he's doing and | ooks at her.

MS. ELLORY (V.Q)
('si ghi ng)
| know that's what they told you,
Sara. But they're wong and you can
put a stop to it!

MAC
| said 'No!"!

Mac sl anms the phone on her bench. She |ooks at the coveralls,
starts to smle and angrily shoves them back in the bag.

DERRI CK
You okay? ... Mac?

Mac grabs a tool and goes back to the car she is working on.
| NT. SHOP GARACE - LATER 92

Mac wor ki ng on another car. Zach wal ks by carrying a CLI PBOARD
with an ESTI MATE REQUEST, places it on her workbench. He
| ooks at the disarray.

ZACH
What the... W've got jobs backing
up. How can you work like this?

Zach starts putting TOOLS back in their place. Mc rolls
out fromunder the car, junps up, grabs a tool from him

MAC
LEAVE I TI'!!
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ZACH
What ' s your problenf?

MAC
You! First you try to give ne
sone...sone... thing... and now you

have the nerve to tell nme howto
work? What's next? Huh? Gonna
order ne to to ...

Mac's face is full of rage. Zach eases back.

ZACH
&k, Sorry. I...

He reaches for her awkwardly... thinks better of it. Mac
starts to say sonething but sees that Zach is backing off.
She | ooks at himbenignly and goes back under the car hood.

I NT. SHOP OFFI CE - EVEN NG

Zach turns off the lights, opens the outer door and | ocks it
as he pulls it closed behind him

EXT. SHOP PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Derrick and Mac stand tal king next to their cars. They hear
Zach cl ose the door and they quickly separate and go to their
car doors. Zach wal ks quickly to Mac touches her back as she
starts to get in.

ZACH
Hey.

Mac pulls away fromhim Derrick stands with his car door
open and wat ches the exchange. As Raphael drives out of the
parking | ot.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
What's up with you?

Mac | ooks at him

MAC
| think... we... just need to cool
it for now Ckay? | can't handle
this... You... "Joe"... |... just...
it's too much!

She clinbs into her car, closes the door and drives off.
Zach stands staring at her as she drives away.
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EXT. MAC S APARTMENT - MORNI NG 95

Zach carries a CLOTH SHOPPI NG BAG and TWD COFFEES and knocks
on the door. Wiits. Knocks again.

MAC (O S.)
Yeah. Yeah. [|'mconmn'!

The door opens part way. Zach pushes it the rest of the way
open and lets hinself in. Mac, barely surviving her hangover,
stands staring at him

ZACH
You need a real breakfast.

I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS 96

Zach sets the CLOTH SHOPPI NG BAG and TWD COFFEES on the
counter. He sets EGGS, BACON, TORTILLAS, GREEN ONI ONS,

CH LIS, SPICES, CAST | RON GRIDDLE, CHEFS KN FE, and EGG PAN
on the counter and stove.

MAC
(1 eani ng agai nst the
wal | )
What the hell are you doi ng?

ZACH
Fi xi ng you a real breakfast.

Zach | ooks around the kitchen for a skillet. Finds one,
makes a face and takes it to the sink to clean it.

MAC
That pan is clean! ... Enough.
Zach | ooks doubtful .
MAC ( CONT' D)
| told you...
ZACH
Yeah? Well... | didn't agree. So
here I am

He puts one of the cups of coffee in her hand and turns back
to the stove.

INT. MAC S KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS 97

Zach sits at the table starting on the breakfast. Mc stil
| eans agai nst the wall, nursing the coffee.
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ZACH
Suit yourself. 1t's getting cold..
not so great when it's cold.

MAC
What do you think you are doi ng?

ZACH
Maki ng you breakf ast .

Zach stops before he bites into his taco. He |ooks at Mac
twists in his seat to face her

ZACH ( CONT' D)
| didn't want to eat breakfast w thout
you.

MAC
Br eakf ast ?

Mac stares at Zach, not noving. Zach takes his bite of taco
and | ooks back as he chews. He finishes the bite quickly.

ZACH
What ?

MAC
Do you have any idea how hard it
is...

(she gestures at the

br eakf ast)
...nhot smashing that plate over your
head.

ZACH
What the hell? WMac, its breakfast.

MAC
No. No its not, Joey Boy. Its you
t aki ng over ny house. Buying ne
shit. Trying..telling me what to do.

Zach finishes his bite. Looks up at her.

ZACH
(softly)
Sorry... Joey Boy! Really!

He puts down his fork, wal ks over to her, throws his arns
around her and picks her up as he passionately kisses her
and carries her to the sofa
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MAC
(frantically pushes
hi m away)
Pl ease, CAPTAIN!  No!
As he puts her down, her face goes expressionless.
I NT. MLITARY STYLE TENT - DAY 98

CAPTAI N TAYLOR | oons over her as she lays on a cot. His
face full of rage, ripping at her clothes.

I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS 99

Tears fall from Mac's eyes, she shakes as she barely gets
out the words...

MAC
Pl ease... Dont.. Hurt ne...

He drops to his knees besi de her.

ZACH
Mac. Sara.

She blinks at him
ZACH ( CONT' D)

Sara. It's me. Zach. Joe. |'m not
going to hurt you. It's me. Look.
At. M.

Mac takes in a deep breath. Tears fall from her eyes.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
I"'m.. sorry... My God, they did
this to you? In the arny?

Mac wi pes her face, quickly sits up, turns away from him

MAC
MARI NES! And you can | eave now.

Zach stays put. He gets up, takes her hands.

ZACH
Look. Wsat happened to you.. You've
got to face this.

MAC
Says who? You? Wiat the hell have
you faced, Zach?

Zach drops one hand.
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MAC ( CONT' D)
vel | ?
ZACH
W' re not tal ki ng about nme.
MAC
"1l talk about what | want to talk

about .

Zach | ooks at the floor, then back up at Mac.

ZACH
What am | supposed to do, ny dad's
dead. Cone.
(pause)
There's no one to... nothing to...
MAC
(softly)

There's your nom

ZACH
She doesn't have anything to do with
it.

MAC

She was there, too, you know?
ZACH

So?
MAC

Zach, you've left her conpletely in
t he dark. She has no idea what he
did. And you just pretend
everything' s fine.

(1 ooki ng away)
Li ke ne.

(turning back to Zach)
You have no roomto talk.

She opens the door for him
MAC ( CONT' D)
Cone back when you' ve got sonet hing
else to tell ne.

Zach wal ks slowy out the door, just as he crosses the
threshold he turns to | ook back at her.

100 EXT. MOM S HOUSE - DAY 100

Zach pulls into his nother's driveway, turns off his engine,
pul I's his KEYS out of the ignition, doesn't nove.
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He stares at the front door. He puts them back into the
ignition as Elaine pulls into the driveway behind him El aine
gets out of her car, closes the door, |ooks at Zach in his
car.

ELAI NE
Zach?

He see's her in his rear view wi ndow. Sighs, gets out, closes
hi s door.

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
You here to take your nomto the
store? GOOD!

Aivia opens the front door, see's Zach and El ai ne.
ELAI NE ( CONT' D)

My schedule is really tight this
norning. M grand baby's...

ZACH
No... | was jus...

ELAI NE
...birthday party is this afternoon
and |...

oLl VIA
Mor ni ng you two!

ELAI NE
So gl ad Zach can take you to the
store this nmorning. | amtotally

swanped.
El ai ne gi ves Zach a kiss on the cheek.

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
Thank you dear.

El aine drives off with AQivia & Zach staring after her.

ZACH
Mom
(pause)
Can we... | need too...

Zach | ooks back at the garage where his nomis old GT is
parked. He goes to the garage and pulls the door open.

CLI VI A
OCh. That' won't run.

Zach | ooks at the car.
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ZACH
Why did you stop..

Qivia turns and practically runs into the house.
I NT. MOM S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - CONTI NUQUS 101

Qivia hurries quickly to the table, sets her PURSE down.
She drops into the chair and struggles to catch her breath
and get sonething from her purse.

ZACH
Monf?
(she doesn't answer)
Mo

Zach grabs his Momis purse, digs through it, finds a PILL
BOTTLE, pulls it out. He pours a pill out and starts toward
the sink, but AQivia is waving her hand madly. He puts the
pill in her hand and she shoves it into her nouth as Zach
goes quickly to the sink, grabs a GLASS and fills it with
water. He hands the glass to Qivia.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Her e.

Aivia drinks.

ZACH ( CONT' D)
Wiy are you so afraid of driving?
You used to race for God's sake!

Qivia stares and tries to speak, but can't get the words
out .

ZACH ( CONT' D)
I know why | want nothing to do with
raci ng, but you? You, what's your
reason.

Panic on Adivia s face, she stands.
ZACH ( CONT' D)
Did you...
(1 ooks at her intently)
Did you... did you...know?

Aivia' s hands trenble as she sets the glass on the table.

Tears well in her eyes as she nods her head.
oLl VIA
| drove into the shop after a really
great practice lap ... and they...they

were... on that nmattress...



ZACH
(conf used)
Who?
OLI VIA
Your dad

Adivia |looks at Zach

OLI VI A ( CONT' D)

And Terry.
ZACH
No. Mm M! M!
OLI VI A
OGh. God, no! | thought... he |oved
you. .. he woul d never...
ZACH

But he did. He did.

OLI VI A
No! NO I'mjust |ike ny nother!

Qivia reaches for the bottle, pours the entire contents
into her hand. Zach grabs her hand.

ZACH
No. Mm Don't you think |I've
t hought of that? Don't you think
|'"ve wanted to give up?

OLlI VI A

But I... | let...
ZACH

No. No. It was him It wasn't

you. It wasn't ne. |

(pause)

...Blaned nyself... then you... but...

it wasn't us. It was that bastard!
OLlI VI A

Yes. Yes, that's true.

(1l aughs tearfully)
But that's not all he was Joe..
Zach. ..

(pause)
Remenber when you "borrowed" that go
cart fromthe shop?... Then crashed
it!

87.
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ZACH
| thought he was going to wing ny
neck. | was scared to death.

oLl VIA

But Frank didn't. He hel ped you re-
build it and build a better one for
yoursel f. Then taught you how to
drive it.

88.

Zach | aughs at the nenory. Then stops, |ooks at his nmom

ZACH
It was awful nom

Zach gets down on his knees in front of her. Puts his head

on her lap like a child.

oLl VIA
It WAS awful, and great. That's
what nakes me feel so...
(1 ooks at the pills)
But maybe it's tine we both stopped

hating him
(pause)

It's killing us both.
(pause)

You have a lot to live for now
Zach lifts his head. Looks at her.

ZACH
Yeah. | do.
(pause)
But so do you, Mom You don't have
to spend the rest of your |ife dying.

oLl VIA
(trying to smle as
she pours the pills
back in the bottle)
Maybe not .

I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - AFTERNOON

Mac sits on her couch | ooking at PHOTOS OF HER UNIT.
hands shake as she picks one of themup. She |ooks at

There is a knock on the door.

MAC
Cone in.

Her
it.

Zach opens the door. He stands silently in the doorway.

Mac | ooks up at his strained face.

102



MAC ( CONT' D)
You did it?

Zach nods.

MAC (CONT' D)
Jesus.

Mac gets up, puts her arnms around him Then takes him by
t he hand and sets himon the sofa where she was sitting.

MAC ( CONT' D)
How d she take it?

Zach shrugs.

ZACH
| should have told her a long tine
ago.
(pause)
Mac... it wasn't just ne.
MAC
Usual ly isn't.
ZACH

Terry. He... got to him too.

MAC
Terry? The pictures in the garage.
| shoul d"a known.
(figuring it out)
Ohhh, crap, that's how he took over
t he shop.

ZACH
Yeah, | guess.

Mac stands, takes his hands.

MAC
You j erk.
ZACH
(conf used)
What did I...
MAC

Now | can't go back on my prom se.
Now its my turn.

ZACH
You don't have to, Mac.
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MAC
| prom sed you

Mac picks up a photo fromthe table in front of them

MAC ( CONT' D)
That's him
(pause)
I"mnot afraid of himany nore.

There eyes neet and sniles break out on their faces.
EXT. ROAD TO RACE TRACK - NI GHT

Dark night with headlights approaching. The car is driven
aggressively. As the car gets closer enough to see the driver
the car powers through a tight turn with Qivia at the whee

of her Ponti ac.

EXT. RACE TRACK PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Qivia pulls up near the pits and gets out. She stands and
| ooks toward the track. The engines roar. She smles and
wal ks confidently toward the crowd.

TRACK FAN (O S.)
Aivia? divia Johnson

Aivia makes eye contact, heads toward the old friend and
waves.

I NT. MAC S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

Zach and Mac asleep in her bed. Mac wakes up first |ooks
around and she cl oses her eyes. Zach opens his eyes and

| ooks around. Zach grinaces. He's sleeping against a wall.

He | ooks around, trapped, checks to nake sure she is sleeping.
He hangs one | eg over her as a counter-weight to help him
press up so he's over her. Her eyes open but she doesn't
nove. He slides one leg off the bed. Mac realizes he's

| eaving and quickly throws her arns around himand he falls
on top of her. Their eyes lock. They |augh.

ZACH
Don't worry. |'mnot going anywhere.
| promise. But | gotta pee.

MAC
You' d better not go anywhere 'cause
| want pancakes.
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