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FADE | N

EXT. WOODED AREA, BEHI ND CHURCH - NI GHT

PASTOR DAVI D HAYES (m d-| ate 50s) wal ks through the woods
with a flashlight. He stops at an old well.

Past or Hayes takes a signed photograph of Carlson Wi ght
out of his pocket and drops it into the well.

| NT. CHURCH, OFFICE - SAME

Pastor Hayes sits at his desk, with a Bible closed. He flips
to a random page and saves it with a bookmark.

There is a knock at the door. Pastor Hayes doesn't respond.
The door opens; it is DANA GREENE (20s), his assistant. Dana
enters and cl oses the door behind her.

DANA
Yes?

PASTOR HAYES
I"mwaiting for a phone call. As
soon as it cones, we're going for a
wal k.

| NT. FARAH S APARTMENT, - SAME

CHASE (34) sits on the couch, playing a violent video gane.
FARAH (| ate 20s) watches him while drying her hair.

FARAH
Are you comng with ne?

CHASE
Were are you going this tinme of
ni ght ?

FARAH
Tonmorrow, you doofus. Church. |
told you | was going to church. Are
you com ng?

CHASE
That woul d be a resol ute nope.

FARAH
Wiy not? It won't kill you. The
service is only an hour.



|
| |
sp

ritual

CHASE

could spend an hour of ny life
stening to sone old man wax

i about sin and sal vati on,
[

whil e having two or three hoes and
an under age boyfriend on the side.
coul d spend an hour doi ng
sonething that's not a waste of

o,

tine.

Farah takes a seat on the couch beside Chase.

FARAH
You don't have to be such an ass

about it. And you owe ne, may |
remnd you. | went to that barf
f est when-

CHASE
Beerfest, you nean?

FARAH
| said what | nmeant. Beer is gross,
but went anyway. | was being
supportive. You owe ne.

CHASE
Flip a coinonit.

FARAH
Seriously?

CHASE
Yes. Heads, | go.

Farah rummages through the couch cushions to find a coin.
It |

She finds a nickel.

Farah flips the coin.

ands on heads.

FARAH
Miust be God's will. Heads. You go.
CHASE
Fuck me with a pitchfork.
| NT. CHURCH, OFFICE - SAME
Dana still waits. Pastor Hayes has his feet up on his desk

and his eyes cl osed.

H s tel ephone rings.

Yes,

PASTOR HAYES
Get that, wll

you, Dana?

DANA

sir.



Dana answers the phone.

DANA

(on phone)
Pastor David Hayes' office. Dana
Greene speaking. What word can the
Lord give you tonight? Are you a
menber here? | don't know a Cal eb
Wight? On. Do they need sonething?
Oh. My condol ences to your famly.
Absolutely. I'lIl do that. Bye.

PASTOR HAYES
Carl son?

DANA
Yes. He passed away. You were
waiting for that call?

Past or Hayes gets up fromhis chair.

PASTOR HAYES
Let's go for a wal k.

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - DAY

Farah drives; Chase is in the passenger's seat, fiddling
with his tie.

FARAH
Ner vous?
CHASE
About ?
FARAH
Goi ng to church.
CHASE
Not hi ng to be nervous about. | hate

wearing ties. It is way too hot for
this shit. It's Iike eighty degrees
and |I'mwearing | ong sl eeves.

FARAH
You coul d have worn short sl eeves.

CHASE
| don't have a dress shirt with
short sl eeves. They | ook stupid.

EXT. ANO NTED SHEPHERD BAPTI ST CHURCH - SAME

Menbers and visitors go in, single file. DEBBIE is at the
door, handi ng out prograns.

Debbi e gi ves Chase a program he gives it to Farah. Debbie
puts her armout to block their way inside.



DEBBI E
Visitors? | don't recogni ze these
beauti ful faces.

FARAH
Thank you. We are visiting.
DEBBI E
(to Chase)
You look thrilled to be here.
CHASE
l"mnot. | didn't-
DEBBI E

Sarcasm Honey. Sarcasm Did you
| ose a bet?

FARAH
Coi n toss.

DEBBI E
Ni ce. Enjoy the service.

I NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME

Pastor Hayes is on the pulpit with his Bible open. Farah and
Chase sit seven rows fromthe front.

PASTOR HAYES
Turn with me to the book of Mark.
Chapter three.

Chase notices SATCHEL MANNI NG (17) staring at himfromtwo
rows in front of where he and Farah are seat ed.

Far ah el bows Chase.

FARAH
(whi speri ng)
Pay attention.

Chase watches Pastor Hayes, but doesn't listen to a word
bei ng said. Chase tunes out the sernon, but notices Pastor
Hayes' eyes hardly noving from Dana, who is sitting in the
front row

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Debbie listens to and watches the goings on in the sanctuary
t hrough the cracked door. She sees that Chase has fallen
asl eep.

PASTOR HAYES
Al to your feet, please. | ask
now, that any who are in need of
prayer to conme forward



5.

Debbi e opens the door conpletely and waves to get Pastor
Hayes' attention. She points out the sleeping Chase.

Past or Hayes descends fromthe stage, taking the m crophone
with him VWile all in the congregation are standing, they
wat ch Pastor Hayes go to the end of the seventh row

PASTOR HAYES
(to Farah)
He's with you?

FARAH
Yes.

Farah ki cks Chase in the shin. He wakes up, with all eyes on
hi m Pastor Hayes speaks into the m crophone, but talks
directly to Chase.

PASTOR HAYES
What's your nanme, son?

CHASE
Chase.

PASTOR HAYES
Chase what ?

CHASE
Chase Davi s.

PASTOR HAYES
(to congregation)
Let us stretch forth our hands to
this son of God, Chase Davis.
Stretch forth your hands and stand
with ne, as | pray for him

Farah covers her face as every person in the congregation
reaches toward Chase.

PASTOR HAYES
Fat her in Heaven, glory be to your
name. | stand before you on this
day, asking that you keep this man,
Chase Davis, who is as nuch a son
of yours as Jesus Christ, keep him
cl ose to your bosom And open his
heart, heavenly Father, to receive
your word and your salvation. Let
t he church say Amen.

EXT. CHURCH, PARKING LOT - SAME

Chase | eans against his car. Farah renoves her makeup with
noi st w pes.



CHASE
| once had a boner in seventh grade
and was forced to do a joint
assignment with the girl I liked. |
al ways consi dered that the nost
awkwar d and enbarrassi ng nonent of
ny life. It's been officially
bunped down to second pl ace.

FARAH
It's your owmn fault for falling
asl eep.

CHASE

H's fault for being boring. He's
full of shit, FYI

FARAH
Don't say that. That is
bl asphenous.

CHASE
Putting vegetables on pizza is
bl asphenpbus. That guy is a
charlatan. "As nmuch a son of yours
as Jesus Christ?" Who says shit
i ke that?

FARAH
It sounded earnest to ne.

CHASE
O course it did.

Chase sees Satchel again. Satchel waves it him Chase flips
hima mddle finger. Farah smacks Chase with her purse.

FARAH
Are you flipping off a kid? What is
your probl en?

CHASE
Thi nk he's gay?

FARAH
What ?

CHASE

He was staring at ne in there. He
had this ook on his face |like he
wanted to lick ny butthole.

FARAH
Ckay. It is tine to go. Let's go.

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME

Satchel sits in the front pew al one. ERVI NG and SELENE
MANNI NG (both late 40s) wait at the door for him



SELENE
It's time to go, Satch. \Wat are
you doing in here?

SATCHEL
Exi sti ng.

ERVI NG
Come on. Let's go exist el sewhere.
| feel like having a steak. Anyone
el se?

SATCHEL
St eak. Yay.

Satchel joins his parents at the door |eading to the
vesti bul e.

ERVI NG
Satch, can you believe that guy
fell asleep in service. Funniest
thing I've ever seen.

PASTOR HAYES
Hi | ari ous.

Past or Hayes has appeared behind the famly. Erving,
Satchel, and Sel ene nove asi de.

ERVI NG
Your sernmon was a bl essing, Pastor.
|, we, needed to hear your word
today. Right, Satchel?

SATCHEL
Yup. Excuse ne, David.

Satchel | eaves. Pastor Hayes gives hima very wide berth as
if he is afraid to touch Satchel.

SELENE
Sat chel Manning, don't disrespect a
man of God.

SATCHEL
| didn't.

EXT. MOVI E THEATRE - NI GHT
Farah and Chase wal k to her car.

CHASE
That was ass.

FARAH
It wasn't that bad. Kind of cheesy,
but cheesy can be endeari ng.



CHASE
Cheesy ass. | pick the next one.
FARAH
Sure. \Watever you say.
CHASE
Goi ng back tonorrow?
FARAH
Yes. You too.
CHASE
Like hell I am | did ny tine.
FARAH
You fell asleep.
CHASE
So? You didn't say | had to stay
awake.
FARAH
Fine. Don't go. Stay hone and after
service, I'll see if any of the nen

there are single. Sone of them were
surprisingly attractive.

CHASE
Damm you.

I NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - DAY

Farah and Chase have arrived early. Chase takes his bl azer
of f.

CHASE
Too hot for this nonsense. They
shoul d put the ac on forty-six.

FARAH
Everybody el se should freeze to
deat h because of your hot flashes?
Suck it up.

Satchel, Selene and Erving enter the church. Satchel stares
at Chase.

CHASE
(to Farah)
He's doing it again.

FARAH
Don't start.

Satchel blows a kiss at Chase and | aughs when Chase | ooks
horrified. Selene approaches Farah and Chase.



SELENE
H, there. Are we staying awake
this tinme?

CHASE
"1l try to.

FARAH
He will. I'mFarah. This fool is
Chase.

SELENE

|'m Sel ene. And this is Satchel.

Sel ene grabs Satchel by his sleeve and drags himto Farah
and Chase.

SELENE
Satchel this is-

SATCHEL
Farah and Chase.

Satchel holds his hand out for Chase to shake. Chase accepts
it.

SATCHEL
Your hand is cold.

Satchel goes into the sanctuary. Selene yells after him

SELENE
| didn't forget, young man. You
still owe Pastor Hayes an apol ogy.

Erving joins Selene and smles at Chase

ERVI NG
Sl eepy?

CHASE
No. Potentially bored, but not
sl eepy.

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME

The choir performs Amazi ng Grace. Chase and Farah sit at the
end of the sixth row fromthe front.

Chase squirns and shivers. He puts his blazer back on. Chase
| ooks at the pal mof the hand that Satchel shook. It is
abnormal Iy dry, flaky and peeling.

EXT. CHURCH, FRONT YARD - SAME

Farah and Chase watch little kids playing tag. Erving sl aps
Chase on the back.



ERVI NG
Good job, man. | knew you could do
it.

CHASE
Do what ?

ERVI NG

Open your ears and your heart to
the word. You stayed awake, you
nmust have needed to hear what was
sai d.

CHASE
| f you say so.

10.

Past or Hayes and Dana conme out of the building and go around

t o shake hands and hug the people stil

The church door sw ngs open.

CHASE
My cue to | eave.

FARAH
W1l you knock it off.

out si de.

Sel ene drags Satchel

out of the

bui l di ng and over to Pastor Hayes. Pastor Hayes keeps his

di st ance.

CHASE
O maybe | won't leave. What's this
about ?

ERVI NG
Last Sunday, Satchel was rude to
the pastor. Called himby his first
name and inplied that he's not a
man of God.

CHASE
Brazen little shit. OCops. My bad.

ERVI NG
No apol ogy needed. He's al ways been
strange. It's just gotten worse
since the news.

FARAH
News ?

ERVI NG
Satchel has a brain tunor.
| noper abl e. Pastor Hayes has done
mracles before, but they only work
for those who believe.

CHASE
Mracles? Seriously? | don't
believe that bull-



11.

An ear-piercing screamdi srupts every conversation. Everyone
turns to ROELLA (6) who is holding her face and has bl ood
dri pping from her hands.

ROM (8) backs away, | ooking apol ogetic.

ROM
didn't mean to. She junped right

I
in front of nel

Pastor Hayes runs to Roella. He kisses his forearm before
novi ng her hands out of the way. Pastor Hayes touches her
face and her nose stops bl eeding.

PASTOR HAYES
You're fine, aren't you?

Roell a feels her nose and | ooks at her hands. Al the bl ood
IS gone.

ROELLA
| guess so. Thank you.

PASTOR HAYES
Don't thank ne. Thank the Lord.

Chase | ooks at Satchel. Satchel follows Pastor Hayes with
hi s eyes as Pastor Hayes goes back inside.

Dana goes to Chase and gives hima business card.

DANA
l'"d like to invite you to a private
prayer session, Chase.

CHASE
Seriously?

DANA
Yes. Seriously.

CHASE
No, thanks.

Farah accepts the card for him
FARAH
Thank you.
| NT. CHURCH, OFFI CE - SAME
Pastor Hayes is in his private bathroom holding his forearm

under running water. There is dark blood running fromtwo
bite-li ke puncture wounds in his arm



12.
| NT. APARTMENT, BATHROOM - NI GHT

Chase has a jar of sugar scrub in his hand. He reads the
di rections out | oud.

CHASE
Shower as usual. Rinse thoroughly.
Apply scrub. Massage in circular
notion. R nse. Use tw ce weekly.

| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - SAME
Farah sits on the bed, playing a gane on her tablet. Chase

wal ks across the roomto rub his armon the side of her
f ace.

FARAH
What are you doi ng?
CHASE
Am | snoot h?
FARAH
Sure. | guess.
CHASE
Am | really?
FARAH
You snell like parfait.
CHASE
| snell delicious. Wanna eat ne?
FARAH
Nope. Diet.
CHASE
| hate you

| NT. CHURCH, OFFI CE - SAME

Pastor Hayes is in a neeting with GLENDA WRI GHT (60s), wfe
of Carlson. He sits beside her and hol ds her hands while he

prays.

PASTOR HAYES
Fat her God, | conme before you
hunmbl ed and neek. | ask that you,
grant this newy w dowed daughter
of yours peace of m nd and
tranquility of spirit. Let her
mourn only for a tinme, but take joy
in know ng that her dear husband,
the man that you nade and sent to
her, is waiting for her in your
ki ngdom Anen.
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GLENDA
Anen.

Past or Hayes takes a photo of G enda off of his desk.
PASTOR HAYES

Your autograph, please. W'll stick
this one on the prayer request
board. 1'll have every saint in the
congregati on going before God on
your behal f.

GLENDA
Thank you, Pastor and bl ess your
heart. | feel better. | really do.

PASTOR HAYES
Good.

A enda signs the back of her photo and gives it back to
Past or Hayes.

| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - DAY

Chase wakes up and realizes that Farah is gone. Her
cell phone is still on the nightstand.

Farah comes into the room fully dressed for church.

CHASE
Goi ng back to Fakeville.

FARAH
|"ve never heard of Fakeville, but
| amgoing to church. Didn't think
you wanted to go back. So, snooze

on, |azy.
CHASE
The preacher man is using bl ack
magi ¢ and you still trust hinf
FARAH

| don't need to trust him

CHASE
Then why bot her goi ng? Why are you
on the religious thing anyway? D d
| m ss sonething?

FARAH
You mss a lot. You should cone.
Your jail-bait admrer mght mss
you.

CHASE
Admi rer?
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FARAH
Satchel ? I's that his nane? What a
wei rd nane.

Chase junps out of bed.

FARAH
That's what gets you novi ng?
Sonet hing you want to tell ne?

CHASE
| need to ask that boy sonet hing.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Chase waits inpatiently. Erving and Sel ene cone in. Chase
expects Satchel to be right behind them

ERVI NG
Chase. You're back

CHASE
Yeah. |' m back.

SELENE

Good to see you
Chase watches nore people cone into the building.

CHASE
How s Sat chel ?

ERVI NG
Not well| today. She wanted to drag
hi m here today, but--

SELENE
I f he would just stop being
st ubborn he woul d be heal ed.

Sel ene bursts into tears and runs into the sanctuary.
| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME

Chase takes a seat beside Farah in the tenth row fromthe
front.

FARAH
So?

CHASE
He's not here.

FARAH
Aww. You poor thing. M ssing your
i nfant boyfriend.
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CHASE
Can you not say such things, here.
O all places. You know he's dying?
You heard that, right?

FARAH
| did. Maybe he's just enbracing
it. As an early entrance ticket.

CHASE
VWhat ?

FARAH
He dies. He goes to heaven. Sooner
is better than later, right? Maybe
he's not bothered by it, but
relieved.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Chase | ooks at the photos of the menbers and visitors on the
bull etin board. Debbie stands behind Chase.

DEBBI E
Were's your w fe?

Chase doesn't turn around to see who's talking to him

CHASE
| don't have one.

DEBBI E
No? You canme here with a | ady,
didn't you?

CHASE
W aren't marri ed.

DEBBI E
You |ive together, don't you?

Chase turns around and Debbie sml es.

DEBBI E
|"mjust nmessing with you. She's in
the nursery. She told ne to tel
you.

CHASE
There's a nursery here? \Wy?

DEBBI E
Because babi es and toddl ers are
di srupti ve.



16.

I NT. CHURCH, NURSERY - SAME

Chase stands at the door of the nursery while Dana plays
peekaboo with a baby. There are about a dozen babies and
toddlers (1-3yrs old) in the nursery.

JACKI E, I DA and LUCA are the nannies on duty. Luca is in the
rocking chair with a sleeping baby. Ida and Jackie pick up
toys, pacifiers and | ovies.

LUCA
(to Chase)

Look. Anot her "baby man"
CHASE

Anot her ? \Wer e?
LUCA

You.
CHASE

Not .
FARAH

She is so cute. Isn't she cute?

Chase | ooks around as if he doesn't know who Farah is
tal ki ng to.

FARAH
(to Chase)
|"'mtal king to you, you fool. They
al ready know she's cute.

CHASE
| guess. They all | ook the sane to
me. Well, except the super ugly
ones. Can we go, now?

FARAH
Yeah. When all these cute babies
are gone.

EXT. CHURCH, FRONT YARD - SAME
Farah and Chase wal k to the car. Dana runs up behind them

DANA
Chase. Wi t.

Chase and Farah stop for Dana.

CHASE
Yo.
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DANA
| didn't introduce nyself properly
| ast tine we spoke. |'m Dana

Hol | oway- G eene.

CHASE
kay.

Farah smacks Chase with her purse.

FARAH
Nice to officially neet you, Dana.
| see you follow ng the pastor
around. Are you his assistant?

DANA
That's a way to put it. | have to
go. | hope you two have a bl essed

day.

Dana scurries away, |eaving Farah puzzled and Chase
suspi ci ous.

CHASE
That's a way to put it? Weird ass
chick. What the hell is going on at
this church?

FARAH
Wat ch your | anguage.

CHASE
| am Trust ne.

| NT. APARTMENT, BATHROOM - NI GHT

Chase looks in the full size mrror at his skin. The backs
of his arnms | ook a bit scaly conpared to the rest of his
body.

Chase wets his armwith a soaked washcl oth. He uses a bit of
sugar scrub to renove the scaly skin

| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - SAME

Chase is on the bed, web-surfing on his tablet. Farah joins
himwith a towel wapped around her head.

FARAH
Parfait again. Yummy.

Farah |icks Chase's shoul der. Farah | ooks at his tabl et
screen and sees the subject of his search. Chase searches
for informati on on Satchel Manni ng.

FARAH
You st al ker.
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CHASE
Not stal king. That kid knows
sonet hing. Bingo. Only had to | ook
t hr ough si x pages.

FARAH
Bi ngo, what ?

CHASE
Birth announcenent. He'll be
sevent een next week. Born June 16,

2000.

Chase appears to be deep in thought after announcing
Sat chel ' s birthday.

FARAH
Hell0o? Is that inportant? He was
born in June. Is the conception
date a clue to this nystery as
wel | ?2 My guess would be late
Cct ober '99. Chase? Hell 0? Chase?

Farah waves her hand in front of Chase's face. He snaps out
of his trance and continues searching.

I NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - DAY

Chase has taken a seat at the end of the very |last row
Farah enters the sanctuary and whispers in his ear.

FARAH
Your infant boyfriend is here.

Chase doesn't respond. Satchel wal ks qui ckly by Farah and
takes a seat on the end of the second row fromthe front.

FARAH
Way are you sitting way back here?
Let's nove up

CHASE
' m staying right here.

FARAH
What's wong?

CHASE
Sonet hi ng. Not sure what. But,
sonet hi ng.
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| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Chase | eans against the wall that the bulletin board is on,
wai ting for Farah. Satchel stops beside himand takes a push
pin out of the board.

Satchel holds the pin up for Chase to see.
SATCHEL
Don't underestimate these things.
They can be |ife changing.

Debbi e joins Satchel and Chase in front of the bulletin
board. She holds a photo and marker out to Chase.

DEBBI E
Your aut ograph, please.

Chase accepts the photo. It is of himfromthe first visit.

CHASE
When was this taken?

DEBBI E
First visit.

CHASE
| realize that. |I'm asking at what
time? | didn't pose for this.
Matter of fact, | didn't give
anybody in this building permssion
to take it.

DEBBI E

We have caneras all over the
property. Wiy so upset? You are
very phot ogeni c.

CHASE
Thanks, but that's beside the
poi nt ..

SATCHEL

Cone on, superstar. Signit.

Chase signs the back of the photo. Satchel takes it and pins
it to the board.

SATCHEL
Now you' Il be fanous.

Sat chel wal ks away, while Chase follows himwth his eyes.
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| NT./ EXT. CHASE' S CAR - SAME

Farah drives; Chase is in the passenger's seat, staring out
of the w ndow.

FARAH
Hel l o. Hol a. Bonjour. You awake
over there.

CHASE
Yep.
FARAH
If I join Anointed Shepherd will

you join, too?

CHASE
Not a chance in hell.

FARAH
Ww. Sonebody's got 'tude.

CHASE
There's sonet hing fucked up goi ng
on at that church. You really can't
see it?

FARAH
VWat | see is a bunch of people who
want to do right.

CHASE
You don't need church or a Bible to
do right. Just doit. If you need a
book to tell you to be a good
person, then you're not a good

per son.
FARAH

So, I'ma bad person, now?
CHASE

You tell me? Wiy this obsession
with religion?

There is a long silence between Chase and Farah before she
answers.

FARAH
My nomtold ne, when she was
pregnant with nme that she wanted to
wal k to the store up the street
fromthe house. It took her twenty
mnutes to find her keys. By the
time she got there, the place had
been robbed and the owner shot
dead.



Farah waits for Chase to react. He doesn't.

FARAH
| was thinking, what if those |ost
keys weren't just her being
scatterbrai ned?

CHASE
VWhat if atiny little angel flew
down from heaven and hid them from
her so she wouldn't walk into
harm s way?

FARAH
You are just determned to reject
the possibility of--

CHASE
Coi nci dence? No, |'m not, because
that's exactly what that was. She
could have been hit by a car on the
way t here.

FARAH
But she wasn't. |If she had died
that day, | would have too. |

woul dn't be here right now It
coul d have been od.

CHASE
God wasn't | ooking out for the
owner of that store. Did he have
any ki ds?

FARAH
| don't know. Now, that you nention
ki ds, how many shoul d we have?

CHASE
Zero and three fourths.
FARAH
Asshol e.
CHASE

What your | anguage, daughter of
God. | told you the first tinme we
spoke face to face that | don't
want any ki ds.

FARAH
You coul d have changed your m nd.
All those cute little babies nust
have-

CHASE
They didn't. My mnd isn't the
issue. |'msterile.

21.
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There is another |ong silence between Chase and Far ah.

FARAH
And you're just now telling nme
this?

CHASE

Deal breaker?

FARAH
May be.

| NT. APARTMENT, HALLWAY - DAY

Chase pul |l s luggage out of the closet. Farah wal ks by him

FARAH
Runni ng away w th your infant
boyfri end?
CHASE
Pl ease stop
FARAH
Since I"'mnot invited, I'll host a

Bi bl e study and have the attendees
rub all their righteous, Jesus
| oving cooties on your stuff.

CHASE
You do that. Record it so I'll know
what to burn.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Chase sits at a table by hinmself. GREGORY and GEORCE (tw ns,
49) enter the restaurant. Chase waves themover to his
t abl e.

Chase stands up to hug CGeorge and G egory.

GEORGE
How you doin' man?
CHASE
I"malive.
GREGCORY
We see. You | ook a bit skinny.
CHASE
Lost a bit of mass. I'Il gain it
back.

Chase, George and Gregory take their seats.

GRECORY
So? What's what? What are you into?
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GEORGE
VWhat ? You nean 'who'? Still a
whor e?

CHASE

Never was one.

GEORGE
Boy, please. You have everybody
el se fool ed, but not us.

GREGCORY
What's wong, cousin?
CHASE
Not hing. | just--
GEORGE

Want to see the rest of the famly?
| know, but you know how t hey are.
| saw your dad the other day.

CHASE

You told himI| was com ng home?
GEORGE

No.
CHASE

Good cal | .

I NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - DAY

Chase | ooks at the bulletin board, in search of his own
phot o. Debbi e stands behind him He has his blazer buttoned
up and is visibly shivering.

DEBBI E
Col d?

CHASE
Freezing. What is the ac on?
| ceber g?

DEBBI E

Seventy-five. Wi ere it stays. It's
not up there.

CHASE
VWhat's not?

DEBBI E
Your picture. Pastor Hayes took it
down.

Chase turns around to | ook at Debbie. Debbie steps closer
and whi spers.
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DEBBI E
Your nane's not Chase, is it?

CHASE
VWhat's it to you?

DEBBI E
Not hi ng. \Where's your not wfe?

CHASE
| "' m guessi ng you al ready know.

DEBBI E
She's in a neeting wth Pastor
Hayes. She didn't tell nme to tell
you. | just felt like it. Wuat's
your real nanme?

| NT. CHURCH, OFFI CE - SAME

Pastor Hayes sits at his desk. Farah is in the chair across
fromhim

PASTOR HAYES
You' ve made up your mnd already,
haven't you?

FARAH
Yes, but--

PASTOR HAYES
But ?

FARAH
| want Chase to be a part of this,
but I can't force him | wouldn't
force him even if | could. | just
don't see how we can keep the peace
bet ween us when our convictions are
so different.

PASTOR HAYES
You two |ive together?

FARAH
Yes. Mainly because it's cheaper
this way.

PASTOR HAYES
| s the noney saved worth it?

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - SAME

Chase drives. Farah, who is in the passenger's seat, stares
at himuntil he notices, then | ooks away. They keep this
goi ng back and forth until Chase has had enough.

CHASE
VWhat ?
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FARAH
Not hi ng.

CHASE
Not hi ng my ass. Wat did that
crooked ass w tch-doctor say? He
told you to dunp ne, didn't he?

FARAH
No. No, he didn't.

CHASE
| heard that. You hesitated. He
sai d sonmet hi ng about getting rid of
me. | know he did.

FARAH
Your words. Not his.

EXT. WOODED AREA, BEHI ND CHURCH - NI GHT

Pastor Hayes is at the well. He drops the signed photo of
G enda Wight into it.

Past or Hayes energes fromthe woods. Dana is waiting for
hi m

| NT. CHURCH, OFFI CE - SAME

Past or Hayes and Dana share a bottle of wine. There is a
knock on the door.

Dana puts the wine bottle and both glasses in a mni fridge
before opening the door. It is CALEB WRI GHT (40i sh).

DANA
Cal eb?

CALEB
Yeabh.

DANA

Come on in.
Past or Hayes stands up and gives Cal eb a hug.

PASTOR HAYES
Your nother was a good woman. |'1]|
m ss her. Take confort in know ng
that your parents are in God's
ki ngdom A kingdomthat is open for
you t 0o.

| NT. APARTMENT, BATHROOM - SAME

Chase sits on the toilet lid, web-surfing on his tablet. He
searches Anoi nted Shepherd Bapti st Church.
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The first three pages are all direct links to obituaries and
funeral announcenents.

CHASE
The fuck. ..

Farah bangs on the door.

FARAH
Chase? Are you poopi ng or sneaking
around?

Chase opens the door and holds his tablet up for Farah to
see.

CHASE
| don't poop. | take manly shits.
An angel of death |likes your
church. One funeral a nonth |ike
cl ockwork for two straight years.

Farah reads the the search results and shrugs.

FARAH
Not hi ng suspect about this. They
were all ol d people.

CHASE
| have a theory. He's using these
ol d people as human sacrifices to
power his black magic.

FARAH
Stop. Stop that before God smtes
you.

CHASE

| f he intended to, he would have
done so years ago.

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - DAY

Chase drives; Farah is in the passenger's seat. They are at
the church and see two police cars and an anbul ance parked
out front.

There is a crowd of peopl e gathered, many of whom are
crying. Chase parks the car.

CHASE
"1l be right back. I"mgoing to
see if the service has been
cancel | ed.

FARAH
Roger .
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EXT. CHURCH, FRONT YARD - SAME

Chase finds Erving trying to confort Sel ene.

CHASE
What' s goi ng on?
ERVI NG
Past or Hayes died early this
nor ni ng.
CHASE
He di d?
SELENE

He was found in his office with no
pul se. They were too |late. God rest
his soul .

| NT. / EXT. CHASE S CAR - SAME

Chase returns, but doesn't start the car up imediately.

FARAH
What's up?

CHASE
Hayes di ed. The service has been
changed to a vigil. If you want to
stay, I'lIl wait out here.

FARAH
No. Let's go. Free day, | guess.
Movi e?

CHASE

My turn to pick.

Chase pulls out of the parking | ot and sees Satchel hanging
out on the front steps of the church.

CHASE
"' mthinking maybe ny theory was a
bit off.

FARAH

You think that now? The man had to
die for you to stop falsely
accusing himof witchcraft?

CHASE
| said a bit off, not conpletely
wWr ong.
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I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - DAY

Chase has parked at the cenmetery. Farah is in the
passenger's seat.

FARAH
" msurprised you wanted to cone.
CHASE
| didn't want to cone. | had to.
| m doi ng recon
FARAH
Do you know what recon neans?
CHASE
Yes, | do, smartass. I'min the
m ddl e of an investigation. I'min
Pl nmode. Don't question ny nethods,
wonman.
FARAH

You canme to this man's funeral to
find proof that he was w cked. |
don't question your nethods. |I'm
guestioning your sanity right now

EXT. CEMETERY - SAME

Chase stands to the back of the crowd that has gathered
around Pastor Hayes' plot.

When nourners take turns dropping white roses into the
grave, Chase realizes that Satchel is present. Satchel has
two roses. He drops one into the grave and smles at Chase

Satchel joins Chase and hands the extra rose to him

SATCHEL
For you.
CHASE
|"mnot into nen or children. No
t hanks.
SATCHEL
' mnot gay, superstar.
CHASE
Superstar? |'ve heard that before.
But why- -
SATCHEL
You'l | have an entourage of one.

Wasn't that the plan?



29.

Chase is horrified by Satchel's words. He backs away and
hurries back to the car w thout accepting the rose.

| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - SAME

Chase sits on the bed, deep in thought and clearly troubl ed.
Farah opens her purse and waves a white rose in his face.

FARAH
Earth to Chase. Your baby | over
asked ne to give this to you.

CHASE
Burn it.

FARAH
What's on your m nd?

CHASE
Deat h.

FARAH

A specific one or in general?
EXT. APARTMENT, PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Farah is on the way to her car. Chase parks his car beside
hers and gets out.

CHASE
Goi ng sonmewher e?
FARAH
To church.
CHASE
It's Wednesday.
FARAH
Bi bl e study and wanted to talk to
Dana. | tried to at the funeral

but she was conpletely out of it.

CHASE
That chick is weird. Don't |et her
crazy rub off on you.

FARAH
| tal ked to Sel ene this norning.
Dana wasn't just Pastor Hayes
assistant. She was his god
daughter. Cut her a break.

CHASE
Can | go?

FARAH
Wy ?
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CHASE
Satchel m ght be there.

FARAH
Head over heels, aren't you?

| NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - SAME

Farah is in the driver's seat. Chase is in the passenger's
seat. Chase sees Dana wal ki ng across the parking |ot.

CHASE
There she is. You should try to
catch her before she goes inside.

FARAH
You're waiting out here for
Sat chel ?

CHASE

|"mwaiting out here to prepare
nyself to be flash frozen in there.

Farah gets out and cl oses the car door. Chase watches her
run to the front door of the church

Dana reaches the door after Farah. She is distant and
refuses to make eye contact. Dana hurries around the
buil ding to enter through the back.

Farah returns to the car.

CHASE
What the hell is she doing?

FARAH
| don't know. You should have heard
her voice. She sounded terrified.
That's not normal is it?

Chase and Farah are startled by knocking on the trunk of the
car. Chase checks his side mrror; it is Satchel.

Sat chel wal ks around to Chase's w ndow.

SATCHEL
Superstar. You cane to see ne?

Farah bursts out | aughing.

FARAH
(to Satchel)
I s your nom here?

SATCHEL
Yes, she is.
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FARAH
(to Chase)
Lock the doors, please.

Farah gets out, |leaving the keys in the ignition. Satchel
goes around to the driver's side and takes a seat in the
car. Chase is speechless and just stares at him

SATCHEL
How did you conme up with ' Chase' ?
Did you just throw a bunch of nanes
in a hat and pick one?

CHASE
Who are you?

SATCHEL
That's a question you shoul d be
aski ng yoursel f, Dom

Satchel stares into Chase's eyes and smil es.

SATCHEL
Do you see these? Both of ny
parents have brown eyes. Did you
notice? So how did mne get this
color?

CHASE
What do you want ?

SATCHEL
Retri bution would be justified, but
"1l go with closure. Can you give
me that?

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Farah finds Selene in the crowd waiting. She taps Sel ene on
t he shoul der.

SELENE
Farah. d ad you could nake it.

FARAH
Me too. Have you seen Dana?

SELENE
No. She's probably in the pastor's
study. The replacenment will be here
t oni ght.

FARAH
That was quick. How is she doi ng?
tried to to talk to her, but she
seenmed a bit overwhel ned.
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SELENE
|"msure she is. She's a strong
girl. She'll be fine.

The front door opens. PASTOR JONATHAN W LLIS (50i sh) wal ks
inwth his wife JENNIFER (m d 40s), his son OAEN (16) and
daught er JORDAN (13).

PASTOR W LLI S
Good evening, saints. |I'm Jonathan
WIllis.

EXT. CHURCH, PARKI NG LOT - N GHT
Chase and Farah wal k back to her car.

FARAH
D d you see Dana inside?

CHASE
No. Maybe she went hone. How about
t he new guy? Like himso far?

FARAH
| guess. He seens down to earth.
You suspect himof being a warl ock
yet ?

CHASE
No, but |'m keeping eyes on him

EXT. WOODED AREA, BEHI ND CHURCH - SAME

Dana sits at the base of a tree near the well. She stands up
and | ooks inside of it.

There is a flinsy | adder inside the well. She tests the
stability of it before clinbing down into the well.

Dana uses the flashlight on her keys to see. Myvenent and
| ow hi ssing can be heard, but the well appears to be enpty.

DANA
Lord, be with ne.

The hissing gets |ouder. Dana nunbles a prayer under her
breath before offering her forearm

DANA
Serpentem subm ttere.

A spectral snake appears around the bottom of the well. Dana
stands in the center of its coils.

The snake tightens around Dana too quickly for her to react.
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I NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - DAY

Chase and Farah sit at the end of the seventh row fromthe
front. Jennifer, Omen and Jordan sit on the first row
Sel ene energes fromthe back and whispers in Jennifer's ear.

The choir has just ended a song. Selene goes up to the
pul pit.

SELENE
Thank you, choir. Praise his nane.

The congregati on appl auds.

SELENE
For those of you who were not here
on Wednesday, our new shepherd has
arrived. I amhonored to introduce
Pastor Jonathan Wllis. Hs wfe
Jennifer is sitting here. Please
wel conme her and their children
before you | eave today.

FARAH
(whi speri ng)
No Dana? | saw her car outside.
CHASE
She was probably abducted by

al i ens.
EXT. CHURCH, FRONT YARD - SAME

Chase waits for Farah while she tal ks to Debbie and Erving.
Roel | a and Rom invade Chase's personal space and stare at
hi m

CHASE
Yes?
ROM
l"'m Rom . What's your nane?
CHASE
Chase.
ROM

Her name is Roella. Isn't it ugly?

ROELLA
My nane's not ugly. You frog!

Roella tries to slap Rom over the head, but Chase stands
bet ween t hem

CHASE
Can you not ?
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ROELLA
Not what ?

CHASE
Fight. Can you do ne a favor?

ROM
Yes. For a dollar.

Chase takes his wallet out and renmoves two single bills.

CHASE
Can you find out where Dana is?

Rom and Roella take off running. They dart around the yard,
to talk to anyone who will listen. Rom and Roella race each
ot her back to Chase.

ROM

M ss Dana i s m ssing.
CHASE

M ssi ng?
ROELLA

They | ooked at the canera stuff and
she went into the woods in the back
but never cane out.

Chase gives Rom and Roella a dollar each.

CHASE
Thank you.

EXT. WOODED AREA, BEHI ND CHURCH - SAME

Chase strolls to the edge of the woods and stands there. H's
cel | phone dings, indicating a text nessage.

The message is fromFarah. It reads: Were are you? Let's
go.

| NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - SAME
Chase drives; Farah is in the passenger's seat.

FARAH
She's m ssing and no one has called
t he police?

CHASE
| wouldn't take the word of those
rugrats.

FARAH

But they weren't wong. They have
caneras all over the place.
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CHASE
Al'l hidden, |'m guessing. No ot her
way they could take pictures of
peopl e wi t hout perm ssion.

FARAH
They checked the canera footage and
saw her go back there, but why was
she back there in the first place?

CHASE
| was close to finding out.
FARAH
Where are you going? This isn't the
way - -
CHASE
| know t he way hone, chick. | need

a new scrub
| NT. GROCERY STORE - SAME

Chase is in the Health & Beauty section, |ooking at the skin
creans. There are two jars of sugar scrub in his hand
basket .

FLI RTI NG WOVAN st ands very close to himand bends over to
|l ook at itens on the bottom shel f. Chase | ooks down at her
her and sni ckers.

CHASE
Am | in your way?

FLI RTI NG WOVAN
No.

Flirting Woman stands upright and reaches around Chase to
get a jar of skin creamoff the shelf.

FLI RTI NG WOVAN
You | ook nice. Just com ng from
church?

CHASE
Thank you and yes.

FLI RTI NG WOVAN
Your wi fe nmade you go, didn't she?

CHASE
|'mnot nmarri ed.

FLI RTI NG WOVAN
Good.
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Flirting Wiman takes a piece of paper and pen from her
purse. She wites her phone nunber down and puts it in
Chase's pants pocket. She keeps her hand there | onger than
needed and fondl es himthrough his pants.

FLI RTI NG WOVAN
Prai se the Lord.

CHASE
Anen.

| NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - SAME

Chase gets back into the driver's seat. Farah is texting
soneone.

FARAH
It took that long to get a scrub?

Chase plops his bag down in Farah's | ap.

CHASE
| needed sonething else. There are
t oo many choi ces.

Farah | ooks in his bag. In addition to the scrubs, there are
three different brands of skin cream

FARAH
Nobody is ashy enough to need al
t his.

Chase shows Farah the back of his hand, which is peeling and
scal y.

FARAH
Ewv. Never m nd t hen.

| NT. APARTNMENT, BATHROOM - NI GHT

Chase is fresh out of the shower. One of his new scrubs is
hal f enpty. He places all three jars of his recently
purchased skin creamon the counter and opens themall.

Chase exam nes his skin the mrror before applying one |ayer
of each creamto his whol e body.

| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - SAME

Chase takes Flirting Wwman's phone nunber out of his pants
pocket. He adds the nunber to the contacts in his phone and
saves her as PRAYER WARRI OR.

| NT. APARTMENT, LI VING ROOM - DAY

Chase is on the couch playing a video gane. Farah picks up
her purse and heads to the door.
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CHASE
Bi bl e study?

FARAH
Yes. And |'m hoping to find nore
i nformati on about Dana. |'ve

wat ched the news. No m ssing person
report. Nothing in the news paper.
It's like she either never existed
or no one cares that's she gone.

Chase pauses his gane to kiss Farah before she | eaves.

CHASE
Don't disappear on ne. | will file
a report.

FARAH

Sir, yes, sir.

Farah | eaves, Chase cl oses the door behind her. He returns
to the couch and picks up his phone.

I NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - SAME

Farah is at the church, circling the parking lot. Dana's car
is gone fromwhere it had been parked.

Farah parks and takes out her cell phone. She calls Sel ene

FARAH
(on phone)
H . Are you here? |' m outside.
Dana's car is gone. She has? Ww.

kay. | was just worried about her,
but if you...Sure. I'"'mcomng in
now.

| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - N GHT

Farah enters just as Chase energes fromthe bathroom He
wears not hing but a towel.

CHASE
Wel cone back. What's with the face?
That's not a good face.

FARAH
Dana's car was gone, but she's
still nowhere to be found and the

peopl e at that church don't care.

CHASE
Maybe she's not m ssing. Just
decided to take a break.
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FARAH
That's what Sel ene said. She said
Dana has done this before. She'd
just | eave and be gone for days at
a tinme and cone back |ike nothing

happened.

CHASE
Case closed then. I'lIl bet you a
cheesecake she'll be in church

Sunday. Let's shake on it?
Farah snatches the towel off of Chase.

FARAH
| am unhappy. Cheer ne up.

I NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - DAY

Chase and Farah have arrived early. Chase is being kept
conpany by Roella. They sit in the front row

ROELLA
Do you think my name is ugly?

CHASE
No. | think it's unique. Do you
know how it was chosen?

ROELLA
My nana told ne that it's her nane
and Papa's nane m xed up.

CHASE
Oh really?
ROELLA
H s name i s Rol and and Nana's nane
is Gabriell a.
CHASE
d ever.

Dana energes fromthe door beside the pulpit that leads to
the choir room Roella gets up and runs to Dana.

ROELLA
M ss Danal M ss Dana! You're back

Roella tries to hug Dana, but Dana seens to not notice the
girl. Dana goes over to a wi ndow and stands in the sunlight
pouring in.

CHASE
(to Dana)
Cold or trying to get a tan?
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Dana doesn't reply. Chase gets up fromhis seat and goes
over to Dana.

CHASE
Needed a break? Where did you go?
Atlantic Gty? |I'mhurt that you
didn't invite me?

ROELLA
What's wong with you, Mss Dana?
Way are you being so weird?

CHASE
(to Roella)
Roe, can you go find Farah for ne?

ROELLA
Yes!

Roell a runs out of the sanctuary. Chase and Dana stare at
each other until Roella returns with Farah in tow.

FARAH
Dana! You're back. Are you okay?

ROELLA
She's not. Sonething's wong with
her. She won't talk.

Pastor WIlis and Jordan energe fromthe choir room

PASTOR WLLIS
Good norning. |Is there a probl enf

FARAH
No. Who sai d- -

PASTOR W LLI S
| have amazing hearing. This is the
Dana that |'ve heard about? Wat is
t he probl enf?

Chase tries to | eave, but Pastor WIllis walks into his path.

PASTOR W LLI S
What's your name?

ROELLA
Chase. H s nane is Chase. | |like
hi s nane.

PASTOR W LLI S
An excel l ent nane. Can you
enlighten nme? Pl ease. What issue
can | help you with?
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CHASE
You can get out of ny way.

Pastor WIlis steps aside. Chase |eaves the sanctuary.
EXT. CORNER STORE - SAME
Chase sits on the curb outside the store, drinking a beer. A

white SUWV parks near him THOVAS "TJ" M CHAELS (m d-Ilate
30s) sticks his head out of the w ndow.

TJ
Yo!
It takes Chase a noment to realize who TJ is. When he does,
Chase stands up, but pretends to still not know
CHASE

Yo back at you.

TJ gets out of his car and slans the door with nore force
t han needed.

CHASE
Trying to break your own shit?

TJ
Long tine, no see.

CHASE
And |'ve seen you where and when?

TJ
don't look that different do |?

|
It's TJ. TJ M chael s.

CHASE
Oh. Ckay.
TJ
You still don't renenber? Shawn was

nmy best friend. Renenber now?

Chase crushes his enpty beer can and tosses it in the
trashcan.

CHASE
VWhat's up? You |live around here
now?

TJ

That woul d be too nuch of

coi nci dence, wouldn't it? Erynn

told me you woul d be here. Tine,

pl ace, date. On point, as always.
She's never wong, is she?
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CHASE
Maybe. Maybe not. | guess we'll
never know.

TJ
W know. W& know for danmn certain
Don't we?

Chase wal ks away from TJ and heads back to the church on
foot. TJ yells after him

TJ
Erynn says 'hi'!

I NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Chase | ooks at the bulletin board. He sees a picture of
Dana. He hears a rustling sound behind him

Chase turns around. Dana is right there. Chase | ooks closely
at Dana's eyes. For a split second, her pupils are oval and
el ongat ed.

CHASE
How | ong did you know Hayes?

Dana | ooks confused at first, as if she doesn't understand
t he questi on.

CHASE
Davi d Hayes. How | ong did you know
hi n®?

Dana bursts into tears all of a sudden and stops just as
qui ckly. She gets up in Chase's face. Chase can hear very
| ow hi ssing comi ng from Dana.

CHASE
VWhat the fuck?

I da scurries by themin a hurry to get to the bathroom She
has a baby in tow Ilda is carrying the baby out and away
from her body.

| DA
Poop expl osion. Ran out of w pes.
Gosh darn it.

Dana follows Ida and the baby with her eyes. She keeps eyes
on themuntil they are in the bathroom and keeps staring
even after the door closes.

Chase snaps in front of Dana's face. She doesn't respond.
Chase notices a tattoo on Dana's neck that resenbles a
hor ned snake wr apped around a sword.
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CHASE
What the fucking fuck?

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - SAME

Farah drives; Chase is in the passenger's seat using his
t abl et .

FARAH
Sonet hing's wong w - -

CHASE
Dana. No shit. They shoul d not
al l ow her around any of those kids.

FARAH
What? | don't mean she's dangerous
or anything. | nmean, | think she's
traumati zed. | don't think church
peopl e really encourage therapy
like that. At |east not the secul ar
kind. If she wanted to talk to
sonebody, she probably went to
Past or Hayes, but she doesn't have
hi m anynor e.

CHASE
She's not hersel f anynore.

FARAH
What do you nean? And how can you
even say? You barely know her. You

| ook busy over there. Still in P
node?

CHASE
Yes, | am

Chase searches for 'Erynn Patton'. The results direct himto
a sel f-published book about clairvoyance (title: Visions,
Vi ol ence and Vi ol ati ons).

CHASE
Pat heti ¢ bitch.

FARAH
Excuse ne?

CHASE

Not you.

I NT. CHURCH, NURSERY - SAME

Dana stands at the nursery door, |ooking around the room
The babi es and nanni es are gone. There are a few toys,
bl ankets, pacifiers and stuffed animals left |ying around.
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Dana takes a knit blanket and a pacifier fromthe nursery
and | eaves.

I NT. A LEAF OF TEA BOOX STORE - DAY

RACHAEL (m d 20s) sits on a stool at the register when Chase
wal ks in. She junps up and pretends to be busy.

CHASE
Good afternoon, Sl acker.

RACHAEL
"' m not sl acking.

Rachael is upset at first, but gets over it once she gets a
good | ook at Chase.

RACHAEL
So, what can | help you with?

CHASE
"' m 1 ooking for a book called
"Visions, Violence and Viol ati ons."'

RACHAEL
Dunbass title, but we m ght have
it.
Rachael uses the conmputer next to the register to check the
i nventory.

RACHAEL
We have two copies. Lucky you.

CHASE
| only need one.

Rachael retrieves a copy of the book fromthe storage area
in back. Before ringing it up, she reads the author bio.

RACHAEL
Erynn S. Patton. She's a psychic. A
real one?

CHASE

So she says.

RACHAEL
| knew one when | was a kid. He was
old as shit. He would tell me stuff
t hat woul d happen and then it
happened. But nobody el se believed
me. They would say | was making it
up just to make him Il ook good.

CHASE
Were you?



44,

RACHAEL

O course not. Wiy would | do that?
CHASE

To entertai nnent a senile old man.
RACHAEL

He wasn't senile. He was a retired

engineer. He died still know ng al

that nerd shit.

CHASE
Okay. | believe you.

RACHAEL
Do you really?

I NT. ERYNN' S STUDI O - SAME

ERYNN (24) sits on a futon, snoking a joint and listening to
opera. She gets up and goes to the extra | arge cal endar
hangi ng on her wall .

Erynn uses a purple lipstick to circle June 30th on the
calender. She fills in the square with "DOM 4:18."

I NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - SAME

Farah has just parked outside the apartnment buil ding. Her
cel | phone goes off.

FARAH
(on phone)
Hel l 0. Yes. What's wong? Say what,
now? Oh ny god. Really? That is

terrible. | feel so bad for them
O course | will. However | can
hel p.

Farah hangs up her phone. She stays in her car, staring at
nothing in particular. Tears fall from her eyes.

| NT. APARTMENT, BATHROOM - SAME

Chase sits on the closed toilet, web-surfing on his tablet.
Farah bangs on the door.

FARAH
' m goi ng out.

CHASE
&in to church?

FARAH
Yes.

CHASE
It's Monday
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FARAH
It's not really a service.

Chase opens the door and sticks his head out.

CHASE
VWhat is it then?

FARAH
Sel ene called ne. Apparently, two
of the babies at the church passed
away.

CHASE
The fuck?

FARAH
Yeah. They were both found
unresponsi ve early this norning.

CHASE
And you still don't think sonme
fucked up shit is going on there?

FARAH
| don't know the cause. It could
have been SIDS or they could have
had a heart probl em

CHASE
Bul I shit. That is a nountain of
bul I shit and you know it. There's
sonething evil at that church. Stop
maki ng excuses al r eady.

FARAH
Anyway. |'m going to show support.

CHASE
Supporting a bunch of fake ass,
crooked ass heat hens.

FARAH
Your little friend Roella she--

CHASE
Is not a baby so I know she didn't
die. That brat is |ike six.

FARAH
Her brother was one of the babies
that died. Can you flip your
asshole switch to off, please?

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - N GHT

Chase is alone. He |looks at the pictures on the bulletin
board and feels sonething touch his leg. It's Roella.
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CHASE
Roe.

ROELLA
My brother died.

CHASE
| heard. |I'msorry.

ROELLA
Everybody said he's in heaven now.
When do | get to go?

CHASE
What's the hurry? I1t'lIl be there.
ROELLA
Do you think he'll stay a baby
forever?
CHASE
No. | think heaven has a nursery
and the babi es grow up together.
ROELLA
Oh. Ckay.
Roel | a di sappears down the hall. Satchel comes out of the
sanctuary.
SATCHEL
Dom
CHASE
Not now.
SATCHEL
When?
CHASE
When what ?
SATCHEL
When woul d be a better tinme for
you?

EXT. STUDI O APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Chase stands on the sidewal k, drinking a beer. Erynn cones
out, with a joint in hand.

ERYNN
You're | ate.

CHASE
Were you expecting nme?

ERYNN
Duh. What do you- -



CHASE
Want ? You're a psychic and you
don't know?

ERYNN
| can't see everything. Wiy are you
here? You have a | ot of nerve
seeki ng ne out.

CHASE
| s that supposed to be threatening?
ERYNN
No. | don't need to threaten you.
Karma wi Il have you. What do you
want ?
CHASE

| need your help.

ERYNN
O course you do. And | should help
your scum ass why?

CHASE
Not for me. For the babies at ny
chur ch.
Erynn | aughs.
ERYNN
You' re a church goer now? The end
is nigh.
CHASE

Two of them di ed.

Erynn stops | aughing and gl ares at Chase.

ERYNN
And you care?

CHASE
| do.

ERYNN

| al nost believe you. Al nost. But |
know you' re the biggest fucking
l[iar in the western hem sphere

So. ..

CHASE
Ckay. |'m done.

ERYNN
You m ght be done, but it's not
over. Asshol e.
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| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - N GHT

Chase is in bed,web surfing on his tablet. Farah enters the
bedroomw th a box full of knitting supplies.

Farah plunks the box down on the bed, hitting Chase in the
process.

CHASE
| didn't feel that at all.
FARAH
You don't feel nuch, do you?
CHASE
| forgive you. Wat's all that
j unk?
FARAH
|"mlearning how to knit.
CHASE
Church Lady transformation phase
t wo.
FARAH
Shut up.
CHASE
So?
FARAH
So, what ?
CHASE

VWhat happened to the babies? | know
you heard sonet hi ng.

FARAH
| heard nore than | wanted to.

Chase drops his tablet on the bed and gives Farah his
conpl ete attention.

FARAH
They both had severe brain damage
and showed signs of being
suf f ocat ed.

CHASE
Okay. WAas not expecting that.

FARAH
Who woul d be? These babies live in
opposite directions. Die in simlar
ways on the sanme day. It's eerie.
They, the doctors | nean, suggested
that it mght be a virus.



49.

CHASE
You buy that garbage? You know damm
wel | - -

FARAH

No, | don't and neither do you.
| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - DAY

Service has just ended. Mst people have left, sone stay to
soci al i ze.

Chase stands, with his back against the wall, while people
pass by him Farah is at the front tal king to Dana.

Sat chel takes a seat at the end of the aisle across from
where Chase is standing.

SATCHEL
Superstar.

CHASE
What' s goi ng on around here?

SATCHEL
| don't know. | feel sonething
unpl easant whenever |'m here.

CHASE
Cheap shots. Do better.

SATCHEL
| wasn't tal king about you. Stil
full of yourself, | see.

Chase sees Farah at the front waving for himto cone to her.
He notions for her to conme to himinstead. Farah grabs Dana
by the arm and drags her al ong.

Dana pulls away from Farah and keeps her eyes on Satchel.

FARAH
You two becane BFFs pretty quick.
SATCHEL
We sure did.

Chase ignores Farah. He watches Debbie talk to Roella on the
ot her side of the church. Roella holds a baby doll that is
wearing footie pajanas.

CHASE
Wy are the kids never in here?

FARAH
Children's church is in the back.
W' ve been com ng here how | ong and
you just now noticed?
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CHASE
| never cared. | was just asking.

Farah realizes that Chase is speaking specifically of
Roel | a.

FARAH
That poor munchkin. That little
one-pi ece was her brother's. She
said it still snells like him

Satchel's nose begins bl eeding profusely. He pulls his shirt
up over his face to catch the bl ood.

Chase | ooks di sgusted. Farah is genuinely concerned.

FARAH
Sat chel , are you okay?

Satchel nods and gets up fromhis seat. He wal ks by Dana.
Dana backs away from himand bunps into the wall.

FARAH
"1l go find you a towel. "Il be
ri ght back

Farah runs out of the sanctuary. Chase watches the
interaction between Satchel and Dana. He can hear very | ow
hi ssi ng.

Satchel lowers his shirt, which is conpletely soaked in
bl ood. He grabs Dana by the forearmw th his had still
bl oody.

Dana' s bl ank expressi on changes to one of fear.

DANA
Hel p ne.

SATCHEL
| can't.

Farah returns with two towel s, but Satchel's nose has
al ready st opped bl eedi ng.

Dana renoves her armfrom Satchel's grip. Her facia
expressi on goes back and forth between indifferent and
frightened.

Dana runs away crying and | eaves through the choir room

FARAH
| m ssed sonething, but do | even
want to know what ?
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SATCHEL
No. You don't.

I NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - SAME

Farah is in the driver's seat, Chase is in the passenger's

seat. They are still in the church parking |ot.

CHASE

Are you still in denial?
FARAH

Shut up.
CHASE

That's how it is? You hate that |

was right.
FARAH

Maybe you are, maybe not. | think

Dana needs professional help.

CHASE
| think she needs to be dunked in a
pool of holy water.

FARAH
Cue topic change! Sel ene asked
Debbie to tell me to tell you that
they are | ooking for an on site
gri ef counsel or.

CHASE
And why would | care? |I'm not
grieving.

FARAH
No shit. | nom nated you for the

position. You're nore articulate
than | am and a better |istener.

CHASE
You didn't. I'mgiving you a
goddamm swirly when we get hone.

FARAH
You don't have to take it. j ust
t hought you woul d consider it. At
| east for your tiny little friend.

I NT. CHURCH, NURSERY - SAME

Dana | ooks around the room There are fewer itens |eft
behi nd than the last tinme she was in there.

Dana | ooks in a portable playpen and finds a teether wedged
in the corner. She takes it.
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After searching nore, Dana finds a sippy cup under the
changi ng table. Dana doesn't notice, but Roella is standing
at the door watching her.

I NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - SAME

Farah pulls out of her parking spot. Chase |ooks out of the
w ndow. He sees Satchel standing off to the side of the
chur ch.

Al the blood is gone from Satchel's shirt.
| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - DAY

Farah reads a knitting how to book. She has dunped all of
her supplies out on the bed.

Farah's cel |l phone dings to alert her of a text nessage. The
message reads: Pray for our saints. W have |ost two nore
babi es this norning. There will be no nursery available this
Sunday.

| NT. APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Chase sits on the couch, playing a video gane. Farah paces
the fl oor.

FARAH
It could be a virus, right?

CHASE
That only affects babies and not
the older kids. O teens. O
adul ts. When has that ever
happened?

FARAH
They have weak i mune systens.

CHASE
So do ol d peopl e.

FARAH
You just want it to be sonething
evil .

CHASE
You' ve seen evil with your own eyes
and still deny it. What is the
benefit?
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FARAH
|"mnot in denial. |I'mjust open to
consi der other possibilities. |
can't imagi ne how t hose peopl e feel
right now. Losing a child really
has to be the worst thing ever.

CHASE
Worst than a spouse? | al ways
t hought that woul d be worse.

FARAH
Maybe to sonebody w thout kids, but
t hose wonen. They carried those
babi es for nine nonths. Felt them
ki cking and flipping around. They
expected first days of
ki ndergarten, awkward m ddl e school
pi ctures, prom and coll ege
graduation. To have that al
snatched away, it's so cruel

I NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - DAY

Bi bl e study has been cancelled. Menbers are at the church to
make di nners and condol ence baskets for the grieving
parents.

Farah helps in the kitchen. Chase sits on the floor,
drinki ng a beer.

The front doors open. Pastor WIlis and DR WREN CAMERON
enter. Dr. Cameron has a nedical kit with her.

PASTOR W LLI S

(to Chase)
Dri nki ng al cohol in the house of
God? Real ly?
CHASE

Book and verse where the drinking
of beer is prohibited?

DR CAMERON
Wiere is the nursery?

CHASE
It's not a virus.

PASTOR WLLIS
And you know that how? You have a
nmedi cal degree from where?
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CHASE
Snar ky preacher is snarky.

PASTOR WLLIS
(to Dr. Caneron)
The nursery is that way. Let ne
know i f you need anything el se.

Pastor WIllis takes the beer can out of Chase's hand.

PASTOR WLLI S
No beer in this church. Not God's
rule. M ne.

I NT. CHURCH, NURSERY - SAME

Chase stands at the door, watching Dr. Caneron coll ect
surface sanples fromthe rocking chair, changing table,
pl aypens and t oybox.

DR. CAMERON
What is your theory?

CHASE
It's too far-fetched for your
academ ¢ m nd.

DR. CAMERON
My mnd is open. Try ne.

Jennifer WIlis appears behind Chase before he can respond.

JENNI FER
(to Chase)
If you're not busy, we could use
sone help in the kitchen.

CHASE
There are already five thousand
people in there. How nmuch nore help
can you really need?

DR. CAMERON
He's hel ping ne. After |I'm done
here, this roomw ||l need to be
di si nf ect ed.



55.

CHASE
"' myour man, doc. Bleach or
ammoni a?

DR. CAMERON
Bl each

JENNI FER
Okay, then. Since you're being
useful, | guess I'll |eave you two
al one.

CHASE
Good plan. | like it.

EXT. CHURCH, REAR - SAME

Chase gathers a commercial nop bucket, a nop, a 3-pack of
sponges, an enpty spray bottle and a bottle of bleach from
t he storage shed.

He uses the water hose to fill the bucket. Chase sees
Sat chel com ng out of the woods with blood dripping fromhis
nose.

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - DAY

Farah has just parked and turns the ignition off. Chase is
in the passenger's seat. He puts his hand on the key so
Farah can't renove it.

CHASE
Leave t hem

FARAH
If you're just going to sit
out si de, why'd you even cone?

CHASE
Pl node.

FARAH
| f you say so.

EXT. CHURCH, REAR - SAME

Chase goes to the woods behind the church. He stands at the
edge of the trees, hesitant to go further.

Chase hears a rustling and | ow hi ssing com ng from sonewhere
in the woods. He goes forward, follow ng the sound.

Chase finds Dana standing near the well. Dana is unusually
happy to see Chase. Her speech is robotic.

DANA
Chase. Hello. | amglad to see you



56.

CHASE

Way? Since when did you |ike me?
DANA

| like Chase. | like you.
CHASE

Are you feeling okay?
Dana shifts around unconfortably before smling very w de.

DANA
| am good.

Dana, unexpectedly, pulls Chase into a bear hug with his
arnms pi nned down. She squeezes himtoo tight. Chase screans
as two of his ribs are fractured.

CHASE
Let go! Let go!

Dana hisses in Chase's ear and squeezes tighter. Chase is no
| onger able to speak and eventually passes out. Dana let's
Chase's linp body fall to the ground.

I NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME

Farah sits on the end of the eighth row fromthe front. The
offering plate is going around.

Farah drops ten dollars into the offering plate and hands it
to the person beside her.

Farah takes her cell phone out and sends a text nessage to
Chase. The nmessage reads: WHERE ARE YQU?!

EXT. CHURCH, REAR - SAME

Chase wakes up still in the woods. He gets up, clearly in
pai n, and brushes the dirt and debris off of his clothes.

Chase takes a | ook inside the well. He uses the flashlight
on his phone to see, but visibility is still very poor.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Farah weaves around peopl e who stand around tal ki ng. She
makes a beeline for the front door, but Debbie and Sel ene
bl ock her path.

DEBBI E
(to Farah)
In a hurry?

FARAH
Yes. Have you seen Chase?
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SELENE
Was he not in service? | didn't
even noti ce.

FARAH
He never cane in. Never mnd. He's
probably outside al ready.

SELENE
He's a big boy. He can be on his
own for a mnute, can't he? |
wanted to tell you that I--

DEBBI E
V.

SELENE
We canme up with the idea to forma
wonen's group here. Wuld you care
to join?

FARAH
Wnen's group? For what? | nean,
what woul d you be doi ng?

DEBBI E
Wman stuff. Hang out. Qutreach.
Charity here and there, but nostly
just us women of God, bonding
together as sisters in Christ.

FARAH
Sounds. . . excl usi ve.

SELENE
That's the point. You notice how we
got two mal e pastors in a row? They
could have got a woman if they
really wanted to.

FARAH
Who' s t hey?

DEBBI E
Bi shop Matthews and all ordained
mnisters in our network who are
eligible to vote. Eighty percent
nmen.

FARAH
"1l think on the group thing, but
| gotta go.

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - SAME

Chase is in the driver's seat. Farah gets in the passenger's
seat and sl ans the door shut.
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FARAH
Were were you? | texted you--
CHASE
Six times. | got them
FARAH
And it didn't occur to you to reply
to one?
CHASE

It occurs to ne right now, that
you're not ny nother. So stop
questioni ng ne.

Farah opens her nmouth to say sonething and closes it again.
She puts her seatbelt on, crosses her arns and stares
strai ght ahead.

Chase starts the ignition, but is unable to hide his pain.
Farah wat ches hi mout of the corner of her eye.

| NT. APARTMENT, BATHROOM - NI GHT

Chase holds two ice packs on his torso. Farah bangs on the
door .

FARAH
(of f screen)
Chase. Wat's wong? Don't say
‘nothing', I know it's sonething.

Chase doesn't respond.
| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - SAME

Farah is in bed, on her phone. Chase gets in bed while
trying to hide how nuch pain he's in.

FARAH
You okay.

CHASE
Per f ect.

Farah playfully smacks Chase's torso with the back of her
hand. Chase flinches.

CHASE
Ow.

FARAH
Uhuh. Fractured ribs? How did that
happen?

CHASE

Don't worry about it.
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FARAH
Wrrying is in agirlfriend s job
description. Wuld you want to be
wi th sonebody who didn't give a

dam?
CHASE
Trust ne. Let this one slide.
FARAH
Are you going to the hospital ?
CHASE
Ice and pain reliever. |I'm not
driving all the way there just to
hear that. 1'Il be fine.
FARAH

Fine. Be that way. | know what [|'|
do. There are caneras everywhere,
even outside. |I'll ask Sel ene or
Debbie to see if they can get the
video fromthe outside caneras.

CHASE
Do that and you'll be newy single.

FARAH
Seriously? Maybe | shoul d be.

CHASE
May be.

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - DAY

Chase has just gotten home fromwork. He is parked outside
t he apartnment building surfing the internet on his phone.

Chase reads the nost recent obituaries. One of the obits
states that the deceased had once been healed by a mracle
wor ki ng preacher.

| NT. APARTMENT, KITCHEN - DAY

Farah is dressed and ready to | eave for church. Chase sits
at the table in nothing but basketball shorts.

Farah | eaves without either of them saying a word to each
ot her.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME
Sel ene and Debbie wait at the sanctuary door for Farah.

DEBBI E
Farah, have you deci ded yet?

FARAH
Deci ded what ?
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SELENE

Grls' club. No boys all owed.
FARAH

Oh. That.
DEBBI E

You sound so ent hused.

FARAH

It's not that I'mnot interested,
it's just that there--
SELENE
May be an issue of discrimnation?
FARAH
No. | was going to say, there are

nore inportant things going on
right now Can't this wait?

DEBBI E
Pr obabl y.

| da and Luca go into the sanctuary.

FARAH
No nursery today?

DEBBI E
No nursery until further noti ce.
Can't risk it, ya know?
EXT. EVA'S HOUSE - SAME

Chase rings EVA'S (60i sh) doorbell. She answers it after
| ooki ng through the curtains.

EVA
Can | help you?
CHASE
Maybe. I'm | ooking for a healer.

I NT. EVA'S LIVING ROOM - SAME

Chase and Eva sit on her couch, having tea.

EVA
My father's obituary was done by ny
brother. | asked himnot to include

t hat .
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CHASE
Real | y? Way? Seens |ike sonething
wort h shari ng.

EVA
| didn't see it happen so |'m not
sure if actually did.

CHASE
Skepti c.
EVA
Yes. And?
CHASE
|"mnot judging. | am was, too.

But |'ve seen it.

EVA
Then why are you here? Woever
performed the trick you saw could
probably do it again.

CHASE
He can't. He died. Maybe you heard
of him David Hayes.

EVA

No bells.
CHASE

Anoi nt ed Shepherd Bapti st Church.
EVA

Look. I'"'mnot a religious person. |

don't keep track of preachers and
churches. It's all horse poo to ne.
My brother is all intoit. I'll see
if | still have the program from

t he funeral

Eva di sappears into another roomand returns with the
funeral program

EVA
Here you go. This is ny brother's
home church. That's the pastor and
m ni sters on the back. They woul d
know nore than | do.

| NT. APARTMENT, OFFI CE - SAME

Chase is back hone. He scans the photo fromthe back of the
funeral programand enlarges it on the desktop nonitor.

Chase sees EVANGELI ST GENI E EVANS has a small tattoo on her
forearm It is the sane design as one on Dana's neck.
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CGenie's tattoo is barely visible, due to her robe sl eeve.
Chase crops the photo to be only of Genie'S tattoo. He
uploads it to the internet and does a reverse inmage search
There are no results.

CHASE
O course. That woul d be too easy
wouldn't it. I'mnot giving up
t hough. I"'mon to you fake ass
preachers. | know you're hiding
sonet hi ng.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Chase has printed out a picture of Genie's tattoo. Service
has just ended. People cone pouring out of the sanctuary,
i ncl udi ng Sat chel .

Chase grabs Satchel by the arm when he wal ks by. He hol ds
the picture up for Satchel to see.

CHASE
Have you seen this before?

SATCHEL
VWat if | have?

CHASE
Are you in on it?

SATCHEL
| amin on nothing and al so
everything. Are you busy Friday?

CHASE
No. Why?
SATCHEL
Erving wants to go rafting. I'd
| ove to have a guest.
CHASE
Wbul d you?
SATCHEL
Yes. | would. Com ng?
CHASE

Not a chance.

Dana cones out of the bathroom and pani cs when she sees
Satchel . She tries to run away, but Satchel grabs her and
drags her to Chase.

Sat chel shows Chase the snake tattoo on Dana's neck and lets
her go. Dana runs into the sanctuary.

SATCHEL
Good luck wth your investigation.
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| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME

Roella sits on the pul pit, holding her doll. She watches
Dana go from person to person, smling and acting friendlier
t han she usually is.

Rom runs to the pulpit and pulls Roella up by her arm

ROM
Your nother is |ooking for you.
It's time to go.

Roel | a | eaves her doll. She and Rom | eave the sanctuary.
Roel | a keeps her eyes on Dana until the door cl oses.

EXT. CHURCH, PARKING LOT - SAME

Chase wal ks to his car when he feels sonething hit himin
t he back.

He turns around and sees Farah picking up her shoe.

CHASE
VWhat was that for?

FARAH
For being an ass to ne.

TJ M chael s sneaks up behind Chase and startles him

TJ
Howdy.

Farah is puzzled and waits for an explanation fromeither of
t hem

TJ
(to Chase)
Is this your wfe?

FARAH
Grlfriend. And you are?

TJ
Ghost fromthe past. Right, Donf |
mean Chase.

Chase |l eaves TJ with Farah and goes around the back of the
chur ch.

TJ
So, how | ong have you known hi n?

FARAH
| don't think | do know him
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EXT. CHURCH, WOODS - SAME

Chase is at the well. He tests the stability of the |adder
before clinbi ng down.

Chase uses the flashlight on his phone to see better. The
bottomof the well is littered with photographs.

Chase sees the crunpled photos of Carlson and G enda Wi ght
anong ot hers.

Upon further inspection, Chase finds a pacifier, a teether,
a sippy cup, a blanket, and Roella's doll. He picks the dol
up and intends to clinb out of the well.

A mark on the wall gets Chase's attention. He ains the
flashlight at it. It is the same design as Genie and Dana's
snake tatt oos.

EXT. CHURCH, REAR - SAME

Chase exits the woods and sees Dana watching himfroma
di stance. He tries the rear door of the church, but it's
| ocked.

Chase runs around the opposite side of the building, which
takes himto the front yard. He finds Jackie.

CHASE
VWhere's Roe? |Is she still here?

JACKI E
No. They just left.

CHASE
Oh. Shit. | nean shoot. Can you
give this to her? You'll probably
see her before | do.

JACKI E
Sure. No problem

Chase gives Jackie Roella's doll
| NT./ EXT. CHASE S CAR - SAME
Chase sits in the driver's seat, watching Farah talk to TJ.

Farah points Chase's car out to TJ who waves at Chase. Chase
pull s out of his parking spot and speeds out of the |ot.

EXT. CHURCH, FRONT YARD - SAME

Jackie talks to Luca with Roella's doll tucked under her
arm

JACKI E
Isn't your dad a doctor? Maybe you
shoul d ask him
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LUCA
He is, but he lives five states
away.

JACKI E

Mai | hima sanple.

LUCA
That is so not how science worKks.

Dana interrupts their conversation

DANA
(to Jackie)
I will take.

JACKI E
Take what? Ch. You nean the doll.
Here. Gve it to Roe when you see
her .

Jacki e tosses the doll to Dana. Dana catches it and goes
around the side of the church.

| NT. APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Chase | ounges on the sofa watching tv, with the sound | ow.
Farah cones in and takes a seat on the arm of the couch.

FARAH
What's on your m nd?

CHASE
Too nuch.

FARAH

Your friend told nme sonething
interesting things about you.

CHASE
He's not ny friend.

FARAH
Acquai nt ance. Associ ate. Col | eague.
Wi chever. You know a rel ationship
built on deception will eventually
fall apart, don't you?

CHASE
| never lied to you about anything.
And if you are that willing to
bel i eve what sone random ass person
tells you, then your relationships
are dooned anyway.
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FARAH
So hostil e.

CHASE
Not hostile. Just honest. | don't

know what he told you and really
don't care, but did it occur to you
to question how he found nme? You
don't find that weird? I didn't

tell himwhere | was.

FARAH
He said he saw you at the store up
the street fromthe church

CHASE
Yes. But he found ne at the church.
How did he know | was there unl ess
he was foll ow ng me?

Farah ponders this question for a nonment before giving up.

FARAH
Fine. You win this round. |I'm going
to bed. I have no energy left to

ar gue.
| NT. FI RE OF HEAVEN PENTECOSTAL CHURCH - DAY
Chase waits in the | obby, still wearing his work clothes.

Evangel i st CGeni e Evans conmes out of the mnisters' office to
meet him

GEN E

Good afternoon, sir. Chase Davis?
CHASE

Yes. Sorry, |I'mlate. There was a

car acci dent.

CGEN E
It's not a problem | should pray
for those invol ved.

CHASE
Good thinking. The cars invol ved
were tore up.

CGEN E
What can | do for you today? In
need of a word from God? |I'm
assum ng you don't have a church
hore.

CHASE
|*'mnot here about the church. I'm
here about that tattoo on your arm



Geni e' s deneanor changes from wel com ng to hostile.

GEN E
VWhat about it?

CHASE
You tell me. There's this weird
girl at a church that I've been
wasting nmy tinme going to. She has
that sanme tattoo on her neck. After
Past or Hayes died, that's David
Hayes, she started acting even
wei rder, |ike al nost not even
human. And, a handful of babies at
the church have died. | find it
very suspicious that it hasn't been
mentioned in the paper or on the
news. Sonebody is doing excellent
damage control. On top of that,
there is an old well on the church
property, that has that sanme snake
on the wall. So, tell ne, preacher
worman, what's goi ng on?

CGEN E
We're not having this conversation
ri ght here.
| NT. M NI STERS OFFI CE - SAME

Chase takes a seat. Genie | ocks the office door

CHASE
You knew Hayes?
GEN E
Not personally. | knew of him
CHASE
What's t he snake nean?
GEN E
You just junmp right into it, don't
you?
CHASE

Babi es are dying, so yeah.

CGEN E
What ever you' ve assunmed about
Past or Hayes, is nost |ikely way
of f the mark.

CHASE
I's that so?

CGEN E
You have a very accusatory tone and
your body | anguage is harsh.



Chase and

CHASE
Dead babi es. Dead. Babi es.

CENI E
Were any of them yours?

CHASE
No, but does it matter? Is it true
or false that you and or Hayes has
been using the lives of people for
bl ack magi c.

CGEN E
That woul d be false. Just |ike
t hi nki ng the worst of people, don't
you? |Is it people in general or
just us God-fearing fol k? You
aren't a saint yourself, so you can
quit finger pointing.

Genie stare at each other for a monent.

CHASE
' m wai ting.

CGEN E
David Hayes was a keeper of a
Serpentine Token, one of Lucifer's
creations.

CHASE
But it's not black magic?
CENI E
It's not magical, it's spiritual

The first owners used the Tokens to
kill whoever they wanted. Al they
had to do was give the snake sone
per sonal bel ongi ng of the target.

CHASE
How di d Hayes get one?

CENI E
Pr obabl y assigned to himby Bi shop
Mat t hews. The Tokens are pretty
mell ow as long as they' re fed. Not
aggressive and don't bite. Mst of
the tinme.

CHASE
You still consider yourself a wonman
of god?

CGEN E

| am We don't keep the snakes for
fun. If we don't keep themfed,
they well go hunt. Wuld that be
better?

68.
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CHASE
| haven't seen any snake slithering
around that dumb church and it
wasn't in the well either

CEN E
Then it's out hunting. Hayes was
it's keeper. Now, that he's dead,
who feeds it?

CHASE
Dana. Can it be killed?

Geni e | aughs.

CGEN E
Yes, but you won't do it.

CHASE
Tell me how.

I NT. / EXT. CHASE' S CAR - SAME

Chase drives hone. Hi s cell phone dings, indicating a text
nmessage. He tries to read it while driving and nearly sl ans
into the car in front of him

Chase pulls over at a gas station to read the nmessage. It is
from Farah. The nmessage reads: Your little friend passed
away this norning. Her funeral w Il be Saturday.

Chase drops his phone and just sits there, staring off into
space.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Chase stornms into Anointed Shepherd and peeks in the
sanctuary. He wal ks back to the nursery and finds |da
flinging holy oil all over the room

CHASE
| s Jacki e here?

| DA
She went to the bathroom Feel free
to join us. W are going to bless
this roomand drive the spirit out
t hat has been taking our babies

from us.

CHASE
That spirit has a nane spelled
D-A-N-A

| DA

D- A-N-A. Dana? Wiat kind of nane is
that for an unclean spirit?
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CHASE
Seriously. You people..

I NT. CHURCH, WOVEN S BATHROOM - SAME

Jackie is at the sink, washing her hands. Chase bursts in,
startling Jackie.

JACKI E
What are you doing? This is the
girls' room

CHASE
| know. Did you give Roe her dol
back?

JACKI E

No, but I'msure she got it back
Her parents m ght want to have it
buried with her. Poor thing. Jesus
keep her soul cl ose.

CHASE
Cut that bullshit. | asked you to
give it to her, but you didn't, did
you?

JACKI E

Wiy are you so angry? | gave it to
Dana. |'msure Dana didn't keep it.

CHASE
You seem sure about a | ot.

Chase | eaves and Jackie is confused.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - SAME

Chase | eans against the wall wth his eyes closed. He hears
very | ow hissing and opens his eyes. Dana has appeared out
of nowhere and is standing very close to him

Dana's pupils change fromround to slit several times. Chase
tries to push her away from him

CHASE
Back up.

Dana doesn't nove. Chase grabs her by the shoul ders and
attenpts to nove her with nore force, but he is incapable.

Dana is firmy planted. She stares intently at Chase, while
hi ssi ng.

Jacki e conmes out of the bathroom Dana noves away from Chase
before Jacki e sees them so cl ose.
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| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - N GHT

Farah is in the closet conparing two black dresses. Chase
packs a suitcase.

FARAH
Going on a trip?

Chase doesn't respond. He goes into the bathroom and returns
with a jar of sugar scrub.

FARAH
The funeral is at el even.

CHASE
' m not goi ng.

FARAH
| guess | shouldn't be surprised.
Too i nconveni ent for you? You have
big plans this weekend? You
probably have sone worman waiting
for you.

Chase stops packing and gl ares at Farah. Her back is turned
to him so she doesn't notice. He softens his | ook just as
she turns around.

CHASE
You know me so well, don't you
Tell me, where am | going and why?
Si nce you have psychic powers.

Farah hangs both dresses on the closet door. She puts her
i ndex fingers to her tenples to mmc a psychic.

FARAH
You' re going to...visit a place of
great neani ng. Sonet hi ng happened
there...that changed your life. You
are going to make peace with
your sel f.

CHASE
You don't have the gift. | heard a
rent-a-witch say the exact sane
thing on an infonercial |ast week.

FARAH
Wtches and psychics are not the
same thing

CHASE
What - f ucki ng- ever .



I NT. /EXT. CHASE' S CAR - N GHT
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Chase drives down the highway. Hi s cell phone buzzes to

indicate an incomng call. Chase puts the caller on
speaker phone.
CHASE
Hel | o and what do you want?
ERYNN
(speaker)
Did she tell you?
CHASE
Who is this?
ERYNN
Erynn
CHASE

How did you get ny nunber?

ERYNN
| didn't need to get it. |
it and dialed it. R ght on

want ed
t he

nmoney. As always. Did she tell you?

CHASE
Yes.

ERYNN
And?

CHASE

And...it is what it is. If
the only way, so be it.

ERYNN
M. Hero, |adies and gentl
am so proud of you. You've
grown up. | have a surpris
for you. | think you'll 1li
Later, Superstar.

Erynn hangs up. Chase ends the cal
He flips through stations until he
sernon. RADI O PREACHER i s reading/te
Chapter 3.

that's

enen. |

finally
e waitin
ke it.

g

and turns the radi o on.
ands on one playing a
aching from Genesi s
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RADI O PREACHER
"Now t he serpent, was nore cunning
t han any beast of the field which
the Lord had made.' That's what it
says right here in the word of God.
VWhat we know about serpents, they
are sneaky, they are crafty, but
they are al so cowardly. They hide.
The serpent doesn't |eave itself
exposed and open. It fears for its
own safety, it' own well being.

Chase turns the station to Hi p/ Hop.
| NT. MOTEL - DAY

Chase has just gotten out of the shower. H's jar of sugar
scrub is enpty and on the sink.

Chase checks his skin in the mrror. H's shoulder is stil
peel i ng.

EXT. RI VER BANK - SAME

Chase watches an enpty raft float by.

FLASHBACK

OCTOBER 1999 (text on screen)

EXT. RI VER BANK - DAY

SHAWN (16 yo) punps air into his single person airboat.

DOM NI C (17 yo) stands by watching, with one hand in his
pocket .

SHAWN
You are such a pussy.
DOM NI C
| can't swm
SHAWN
That's what |ife jackets are for
DOM NI C
No. Nope. Not. Negative. Ain't
doing it.
SHAWN
Pussy.

YOUNG ERYNN (7) joins them She closes her eyes for a few
seconds and reopens them
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YOUNG ERYNN
Emmal ei gh. You both like a girl
named Enmal ei gh. And Domis mad at
you for taking credit for all the
work he did on the group
assi gnnment, Shawn.

SHAWN
No, he's not.

YOUNG ERYNN
"' m never wong. Am |, Donf

DOM NI C
Never hasn't happened yet. You
m ght be one day.

YOUNG ERYNN
' mnever wong. You're jeal ous of
ny brother, aren't you?

DOM NI C
Your brother is nothing to be
| eal ous of.

SHAWN

What's that supposed to nean?

DOM NI C
You' re short and your head is
shaped funny. Way woul d | want
t hat ?

Young Erynn | ooks suddenly horrified and runs off. Shawn has
finished inflating his airboat.

SHAVWN
"1l be right back. Mking sure
t hat sinple brat went back to ny
dad. And | al so want a beer

DOM NI C
They |l et you drink beer?

SHAVWN
Shh! Keep it a secret.

Domnic waits until Shawn is out of sight to take a clear
push pin out of his pocket. He pokes little holes in the
ai rboat and tosses the push pin in the water.

END FLASHBACK

EXT. RIVER BANK - SAME

Chase stares off into space. He doesn't realize that
EMVALEI GH (33) is standing behind him
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EMVALEI GH
Learned to swi myet?

Chase snaps out of it and turns around.

CHASE
Em

EMVALEI GH
Dom

CHASE

' m going to guess that you didn't
j ust happen upon ne.

EMVALEI GH
O course not. Erynn told nme you
woul d be here. | have no idea how
she got ny nunber. | wouldn't give
it to her even if ny life was in
j eopar dy.

CHASE

What can | do for you?

EMVALEI GH
s that rhetorical ?

CHASE
No. You want sonet hi ng.

EMVALEI GH
Ri ght now? You have a girlfriend,
don't you?

CHASE
Yes, | do.

Emmal ei gh | aughs and waps her arns around Chase's wai st.

EMVALEI GH

Does that matter right now?
CHASE

| feel like I'm being pranked.
EMVALEI GH

By nme?
CHASE

By life.

| NT. MOTEL - SAME

Chase sits on the end of the bed wearing only boxers.
Enmal ei gh gets dressed.

EMVALEI GH
Feeling guilty?



CHASE
Yes.
EMVALEI GH
Aww. Poor baby. You'll forgive
yoursel f one day.
CHASE
No, | won't.
EMVALEI GH

Come on. It's just a little fun.
What good is living if you can't
enjoy it?

CHASE
| don't know.

EMVALEI GH
You used to be nore lively. You
| ook |ike you just canme froma
funeral .

EXT. CEMETERY - SAME
Farah wal ks back to her car. Jackie catches up to her.

FARAH
Jacki e.

JACKI E
Chase stayed at hone?

FARAH
He's out of town.

JACKI E
Oh. He was acting really strange
t he ot her day.

FARAH
St range how?

JACKI E
He was really mad that | didn't
gi ve Roe her doll back. | nean, |

know what it meant to her, but Dana
gave it back. Wiy woul dn't she?

FARAH
That is strange. Did he say
anyt hi ng el se?

JACKI E
Not that | can recall. Is sonething
bot hering hinfP He's seens so
hostile sonmetines. No offense to
you. |'m not saying--

76.
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FARAH
That | have horrible taste in men?
| didn't take it that way, but now
that | think about it...

I NT. /EXT. CHASE' S CAR - N GHT

Chase drives in silence. He dials the nunber of Geni e Evans
wi th one hand.

When Cenie answers he puts her on speaker phone.

CGEN E
Yes, boy?

CHASE
How dare you

CGEN E
What do you want now?

CHASE
Mor e i nfo.

CGEN E
Specifically?

CHASE

How do | make nyself nore appealing
toit? | mean, it wouldn't normally
want soneone |ike nme, so what
should I do to change that?

GENI E

Okay, hero. Cone see ne tonorrow
eveni ng. Not before five.

| NT. APARTMENT, LIVING ROOM - DAY

Chase has just returned fromhis trip. Farah conmes out of
t he bedroom dressed for church.

FARAH
Enj oy your trip?

CHASE
No.

FARAH

No? Wasn't expecting that. Jackie
asked about you.

CHASE
Yay.

FARAH
What's goi ng on?
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Chase goes into the hall bathroom and cl oses the door. Farah
grabs her purse and | eaves with tears falling.

I NT. F.O H PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, M NI STERS' OFFI CE - DAY

Chase sits in the chair across from Genie's desk. CGenie sits
behi nd the desk. She slides a worn, |eatherbound book across
t he desk to Chase.

CGEN E
Pages seventeen and twenty nine.

Chase does a quick read of the noted pages.

CHASE
So, this has happened before.

CGEN E
Only once that's on record.

CHASE
| guess asking Dana for its nane
woul d be a waste of tine.

CENI E
Before you barrel in there, head
first, you need to understand

sonet hi ng.

CHASE
| understand perfectly fine.
She' s- -

CENI E

Dead. She has been since it
consuned her. It's not her that's
been wal ki ng around and talking to
people. It's using her body as a
container. Her soul is trapped, but
it won't be returned to her body.
It won't tell you its nane. You
have to find it. Pastor Hayes may
have witten it down sonepl ace.

CHASE
In his office?

GENI E
Hs office at the church woul d have
been cl eaned out. Try the study at
hi s house.

EXT. DAVI D HAYES' HOUSE - N GHT

Chase goes around to the side of the house. There is one
[ight on in the kitchen.

Chase tries the window and it opens easily. He clinbs in
t hrough the window, but is in pain due to his sore ribs.
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| NT. DAVI D HAYES' HOUSE - SAME

Chase is in the kitchen. He tip toes across the room and
| ooks both ways down the hall.

Chase opens a few drawers to see if there's anything useful
in them He hears a rustling sound and freezes.

Chase peeks out into the hallway, but doesn't see anyone. He
goes down the hall as quietly as possible.

Chase sees the door of the study open. He flips the light on
and Dana is sitting on the floor in the corner wwth her eyes
open.

Dana shifts around, but doesn't seemto notice that Chase is
t here. Chase | ooks around the room before noving.

To avoid making the floor creak, Chase steps out of his
shoes. He takes two steps forward and waits for Dana to
nove; she doesn't.

Chase tip toes across the roomslowy. He opens the top
drawer of Pastor Hayes' desk. Chase watches Dana out of the
corner of his eye while |ooking through the drawer.

Chase hears hissing com ng from Dana. She stretches and
slithers across the floor |ike a snake. Chase takes the
whol e drawer out.

Dana stands w thout using her legs, nmuch |ike a snake ready
to strike. Her voice is mxed with aggressive hissing.

DANA
Li ke Chase. | |like Chase. Like nme?

Chase backs away from Dana. She follows him

DANA
Li ke me? Chase |i ke nme?

Chase raises the drawer, ready to smack Dana over the head
with it, but stops when she starts crying.

Chase continues backi ng away, but |lowers the drawer, careful
not to let anything fall out of it.

CHASE
Dana?

DANA
Yes. No. M sh...Msh.

Dana | unges at Chase and bites his forearm Chase backs
away, trying to get to the door
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DANA
M sh. ..M sh..

CHASE
Dana? Dana can you hear ne? Tell ne
t he nane of the thing.

Dana falls to the fl oor

DANA
M shael .

Chase drops the drawer and runs from the study.
| NT./ EXT. CHASE S CAR - SAME

Chase is parked in a nostly enpty lot. Hs sweats profusely
and in pain.

Chase's cel |l phone rings; he doesn't answer it.
| NT. APARTMENT, BEDROOM - SAME

Farah sits on the bed with her cell phone to her ear. The
phone rings but no one answers. Chase's voicenail nessage

pl ays.

CHASE
(voi cemai | )
Chase Davis is unavail able. Leave a
nmessage or |'mnot calling back.

Farah hangs up and calls himagain. H's voicemail nessage
pl ays back three nore tines.

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - DAY
Chase | ooks at the bulletin board. He sees a photo of TJ.

TJ M chaels conme out of the sanctuary with a huge smle on
his face.

TJ
There he is. |--

CHASE
Knew | woul d be here because Erynn
told you. Yeah. CGot it.

TJ
Moody.

CHASE
Fuck off al ready.

TJ
That | anguage in the house of Cod.
You are brazen.
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CHASE
Wiy are you here?

TJ
| have a neeting with Pastor
WIllis. Is that okay with you?

CHASE
Perfectly fine. Stal ker.

TJ chuckl es and goes into the bathroom Chase takes the
photo of TJ fromthe bulletin board and checks the back for
a signature.

The photo is signed. Chase puts the photo in his pocket.
Jordan conmes fromthe direction of the nursery.

CHASE
What's up?
JORDAN
Not hi ng. What are you doi ng?
CHASE
Exi sti ng.
JORDAN

Lottering. Isn't that what it's
cal |l ed when you just stand around
doi ng not hi ng?

CHASE
Loitering. Howcan | loiter in a
church? The doors are open for

anyone.

TJ cones out of the bat hroom

JORDAN
(to TJ)
D d you wash your hands?
TJ
| thought about it, but decided

against it.

Jordan nmakes a di sgusted face and runs into the sanctuary.
TJ | aughs.

TJ
Kids are weird. Bible study is
starting soon. You comng in?

CHASE
No.

TJ goes into the sanctuary, shaking his head in disbelief.
Dana cones into the building, hair and clothes in disarray.
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Chase is on guard, ready to nove if she cones toward him
Dana ignores himconpletely. She goes straight to the
sanctuary.

EXT. CHURCH, WOODS - SAME
Chase is at the well. He drops the photo of TJ in.

CHASE
My last evil deed.

SATCHEL
s it?

Chase is startled by Satchel.

CHASE
Save him I|f you don't, you're not
much better than nme, are you?

SATCHEL
Your logic is |lopsided. Failure to
save is not equal to nurder

CHASE
Anyt hi ng el se? Have you run out of
j udgenent yet?

Sat chel wal ks away; Chase watches himuntil he is out of
si ght .

| NT. CHURCH, VESTIBULE - N GHT

Chase sits on the floor. Farah comes out of the sanctuary
with TJ. They are very close and smling.

TJ
(to Farah)
|"mnot |eaving yet. | have a

neeting wth the pastor.
Farah notices Chase sitting on the floor and stops smling.

FARAH
(to Chase)
Wy are you here?

CHASE
Because | can be. You two | ook
ador abl e t oget her.

TJ
| s that supposed to be sarcasn?

CHASE
Nope.

Pastor WIllis conmes out of his office.



PASTOR W LLI S
(to TJ)
Cone on in.

Chase waits until Pastor WIllis returns to his off
j unps up, pushes TJ aside and runs into Pastor WI
of fice.

| NT. CHURCH, PASTOR S OFFI CE - SAME

Chase sl ans the door and locks it. TJ bangs on the door from
t he outsi de.

TJ
(0s)
Hey! Open this door! Dom nic, you
] ackass!

PASTOR W LLI S
(to Chase)
Domnic? Is that your real nanme?

CHASE
Sure is. Youlike it?

PASTOR WLLIS
' massum ng that you need
sonet hing fromne and you're not
just acting like a toddler to anuse
your sel f.

CHASE
D d you know about it?

PASTOR W LLI S
VWat 'it' are we tal king about?

CHASE
The snake.

PASTOR W LLI S
Who told you? And why?

CHASE
Soneone and because | asked. Based
on your response, | now know t hat

you know and you weren't planning
to do anything about it, were you?

PASTOR W LLI S
Not hing I can do.

CHASE
Horse shit. Try again
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TJ
(0s)
What is he telling you, Pastor?
Don't listen to a word he says.
He's a liar.

PASTOR W LLI S
How do you know hi n?

CHASE
H gh school. The snake. WII| you
kill it?

PASTOR WLLIS
No.

Pastor WIIlis unlocks the door and holds it open.

PASTOR W LLI S

(to Chase)
| think I know who 'soneone' is.
"1l be giving her a call. Have a

ni ce evening.

TJ
(to Pastor WIIlis)
What did he tell you? It's al
lies.

CHASE
Honestly, fuck both of you.

Chase | eaves the office. Farah stands right outside the door
and is in conplete shock.

EXT. CHURCH, PARKI NG LOT - SAME
Chase unl ocks his car, Farah has foll owed him

FARAH
What is your problen? Have you | ost
your mnd talking to the pastor
i ke that?

CHASE
If you had a m nd you would talk to
himlike that. He's fucking trash.

FARAH
TJ was right about you.

CHASE
|''msure he was.

FARAH
"' m noving out this week. Saving
noney i s just not that inportant
anynor e.
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CHASE
Ckay then. Are you expecting nme to
cry?

FARAH

No, but | did expect you to care.

Farah stornms off. Chase watches her cross the parking | ot
and get into her car.

EXT. WOODED AREA, BEH ND CHURCH - SAME

Sat chel junps down into the well. He |ands safely and picks
up the photo of TJ.

Satchel w pes the photo off on his pants and puts it in his
pocket .

Satchel clinbs out of the well. Dana watches himfroma
di stance, but he pretends to not notice her.

I NT. CHURCH, PASTOR S OFFI CE - SAME

alone with Jennifer. She sits on his desk.

Pastor Wllis i
lis is on the phone.

Past or W |

w n

The phone rings five tinmes before soneone answers.

PASTOR W LLI S

(on phone)
Hel lo? | need to speak to Bishop
Matthews. |'mnot |eaving a

message. WIllis. Jonathan WIIlis.
That's none of your business. Ckay.
Tell him it's inregard to a

ser pent.

| NT. APARTMENT, OFFI CE - SAME

Chase sits at his desk, with the door closed. He can hear
Farah stonping around the apartnent, throw ng things and
sl anm ng doors.

The printer spits out a single page. Chase folds it up and
seals it in a yellow mailing envel ope that already has other
papers in it.

EXT. WOODED AREA, BEH ND CHURCH - SAME

Pastor WIllis is at the well. He takes a mnister's robe out
of a black trash bag and throws it in.

| NT. APARTMENT, KITCHEN - DAY

Chase sits on the counter, eating a bow of cereal. Farah
stops short of comng into the kitchen when she sees Chase.

Farah gl ares at Chase before storm ng out and slamm ng the
door shut.
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CHASE
Have a ni ce day.

I NT. ERYNN' S STUDI O - SAME

Erynn | ooks at her cal endar for July. She has spray painted
DOM and SHAWN across the whol e nont h.

Erynn hastily packs a bag, grabs her keys and | eaves.
| NT./ EXT. CHASE S CAR - SAME

Chase is parked in the lot of a fast food restaurant. He has
ordered enough food for three people.

Chase has a burger in one hand, his cellphone in the other.
From his contacts he selects "Prayer Warrior".

I NT./EXT. CHASE S CAR - NI GHT

Chase is parked on a residential street with the engine
running. Flirting Wiman knocks on the passenger's side
wi ndow.

Chase unl ocks the door; Flirting Woman gets in.

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME

Satchel sits in the front row, staring blankly into space.
He | ooks very tired/worn out.

Satchel's nose begi ns bl eedi ng profusely, but he does
nothing to stop it. He is struggling to keep his eyes open.

SATCHEL
Erynn. ..

| NT./ EXT. ERYNN S CAR - SAME
Erynn speeds down the road. She suddenly | ooks horrified.

ERYNN
Not yet. Wait until | get there.

Erynn drives faster with tears running down her face.
| NT./ EXT. CHASE S CAR - SAME

Chase pulls up to a USPS nail box. He drops the yell ow
mai | i ng envel ope in and pulls off.

Chase drives to Anointed Shepherd and parks as far away from
the buil ding as possible. There are a few other cars there.

Chase reaches into his backseat to get a bag. A pair of
panties are on top of the bag. Chase flings them aside and
pulls the bag into the front seat.
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EXT. WOODED AREA, BEHI ND CHURCH - SAME

Chase clinbs dowmn into the well with his bag. He uses the
flashlight on his phone to see.

From out of the bag, Chase pulls a small hunting knife. He
slices his hand. He drops the knife and renoves a fine
pai nt brush fromthe bag.

Chase uses his own blood as paint. He paints over the snake
synbol on the wall of the well. Chase drops the paintbrush.

CHASE
M shael , Ser pentem veni

Chase takes two dropper bottles out of his bag: one of
Franki ncense, one of nyrrh. Chase puts a dropper full of
each under his tongue and pours the rest out.

EXT. CHURCH, PARKING LOT - SAME

Erynn arrives and junps out of her car as soon as it's
par ked. She | ooks around the | ot and sees Chase's car parked
al one, far away fromthe buil ding.

Erynn runs to the church. She stops in her tracks when she
sees Sel ene standing outside the front door crying. Selene
is on her phone

SELENE
He won't listen to me, Erving. He's
in the sanctuary. He won't |et
Pastor WIlis or anybody touch him
Debbi e and Jacki e have been praying
for himfroma distance, but it's
not enough.

Erynn goes inside the church
| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME
Erynn wat ches Satchel fromthe door for a nonent.

ERYNN
Shawn.

SATCHEL
Baby E.

Erynn goes to the front and takes a seat next to Satchel.
H s shirt and pants are covered in bl ood.

SATCHEL
Are you mad at ne?

ERYNN
Yes.



88.

SATCHEL
Is 'l told you so' com ng? Pl ease
say no.

ERYNN
It won't do much good now will it?

Erynn puts her arm around Satchel. He rests his head on her
shoul der.

EXT. WOODED AREA, BEH ND CHURCH - SAME

Chase sits in the bottomof the well, drinking red w ne
straight fromthe bottle.

Chase hears rustling and hissing com ng from above him Dana
slithers down the side of the well and curls up in front of
Chase.

CHASE
Serpentem subm ttere.

Dana cl oses her eyes. Her sliny, corpse is regurgitated by
t he spectral snake.

Dana's body decays into dust in a matter of seconds. The
snake stares at Chase, waiting for direction.

Chase has the knife in his hand. He stabs hinself in the
chest. Chase purposely waits until his last breath to speak.

CHASE
Ser pentem festum

The snake swal | ows Chase whol e and takes on his appearance.
The two die as one, but only Chase's body is left.

| NT. CHURCH, SANCTUARY - SAME
Erynn rubs Satchel's hair and kisses himon the forehead.

ERYNN
Time to go.

SATCHEL
Yep. Bye, Baby E.

Sat chel di es.
EXT. WOODED AREA, BEH ND CHURCH - SAME

Pastor WIlis and Jennifer stand at the well, |ooking down
into it. Jennifer shines a flashlight down.

Pastor WIllis takes his cell phone out and nakes a call.



PASTOR WLLIS
(on phone)
Hello, he did it. H's body is stil
here. No, just his. Ckay. See you
| ater.

Pastor WIIlis hangs up his phone.

JENNI FER
Bi shop Matthews?

PASTOR WLLI S
Yes. He wants nme to do the funeral

gravesi de. Cl osed casket. No notice

to the famly.

JENNI FER
VWhat about that Farah woman? Won't
she-

PASTOR WLLIS
She's just his girlfriend. No one

cares what she thinks. Legally, the

girlfriend | abel nmeans absol utely
not hi ng.

I NT. / EXT. FARAH S CAR - DAY

Farah is at the cenetery, sitting in the driver's seat.
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She

appears to be in a daze, as Chase's funeral has just ended.

TJ knocks on the passenger side w ndow. Farah unl ocks the

door for him TJ gets in.

Farah and TJ sit in silence for a nonent. TJ points to

Sel ene and Erving who wal k back to their car.

TJ
Those people right here are
sonet hi ng.
FARAH
Yeah.
TJ
This is so...
FARAH
Do you think it was guilt?
TJ
What ?
FARAH

He stabbed hinself in the chest.
That's not a normal way to comm t
suicide. | nmean there is no nornma
way, but that's needl essly brutal
unl ess-
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TJ
Pl ease stop. | have a feeling that
this is going dowmn the "maybe there
was sonething | could have done"
road. Let's not.

FARAH

I"mjust trying to find an answer,
just one. | got nothing from Pastor
Wllis or Jennifer. | went to the
funeral home and was shut out. They
woul dn't talk to ne. | went to the
police. Another slamed door.

Sonet hing isn't adding up and
nobody will tell me anything.

TJ
| don't have an answer for you.

FARAH
What about his fam|ly? You know
them D d you tell then?

TJ
Yes. They were far | ess enotional
t han you are. So, what does that
tell you about the kind of person
he was?

EXT. APARTMENT, KITCHEN - DAY

Farah gets the day's nmail. She sees that the yell ow envel ope
is from Chase, but has no return address.

Farah opens the envel ope and |l ooks in it. There inside is a
typed letter, a newspaper clipping, a birth certificate, and
instructions on how to kill a serpentine token.

Farah reads the letter first.

CHASE
(v.0)
Dear Farah, I'll skip the
sentinmental bullshit and get
straight to the facts. Seventeen

years ago, | caused an acci dent
that led to the death of a
classmate. | didn't expect himto

die, but when he did, I wasn't that
upset about it. H's sister Erynn
told everybody that it was ny
fault, but nobody believed her.
Nobody except ny famly.
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(continued from previous)

CHASE

(v.o0.)
She's a psychic and she's never
wrong, but when a seven year old
pointed nme out as a killer,
everyone brushed her off. They
bel i eved her when she had good
things to say. Take that as you
may. Next, | found out the cause of
t he baby deaths at your church. It
wasn't a virus. It was a snake. For
nore info go see Evangelist Genie
Evans at Fl anme of Heaven. Lastly,
whatever TJ told you about ne is
probably true, especially if it was

all bad. I'man asshole and don't
deserve forgiveness so |I'm not
asking for any. | just wanted to

apol ogi ze for wasting your tine. |
hope you find soneone of higher
quality to devote your life to.

Si ncerely, Dom nic Haskins AKA
Chase Davi s.

| NT. APARTMENT, KITCHEN - SAME

Farah takes a good | ook at everything else in the envel ope
before throwi ng the whole thing in the trash can.

I NT. /EXT. TJ'S TRUCK - DAY

TJ is parked outside Farah's apartnent building. Farah opens
t he passenger's side door. There is a newspaper in the seat.

TJ noves the newspaper so Farah can sit down. Farah gets in
and takes the paper.

FARAH
Still getting the news on paper. Go
digital.

TJ
Big pass on that. I'mtoo old
school .

Farah | ooks through the newspaper and reads the obituaries.
She sees the obit of Genie and is visibly shaken.

TJ
What ? What happened?

Farah fol ds the newspaper back up.
FARAH

Have you ever been to Fl ane of
Heaven?
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TJ
No. It's a pentecostal church. I'm
strictly baptist. Wiy? You want to
visit? I"'mw lling for you. Just
once.

FARAH
Great. Let's go then. | wonder if
their service has started yet.

TJ
You seem eager. Ready to get hit by
that holy ghost and speak in fake

gi bberi sh?

FARAH
No. I'min Pl node.

TJ
What ?

FARAH
Not hi ng.

TJ pulls out of the parking |ot.
EXT. F. O H PENTECOSTAL CHURCH - SAME

Farah and TJ wal k across the parking lot. Erynn waits by the
door for them

TJ doesn't notice her until they are closer. He | ooks
ashaned.

TJ
Didn't expect to see you here.

ERYNN
But | expected you. Hello, Farah.

FARAH
Hel | o, person. Do | know you?

ERYNN
"' m Erynn

THE END
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