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EXT. BEACH - DAY

Waves wash agai nst the pristine, sandy shoreline and glisten
in the sunlight filtered through the clouds above. A sanurai
and a knight face each other, ready for battle.

The samurai, YOSH H RO (34), wields a katana and wears white
conposite plate arnmor with red and bl ack highlights
rem ni scent of nedi eval Japan.

The knight, JOSHUA (31), holds a nontante at his side,
poi nting backwards. He is covered head to toe in pitch black
pl ate arnmor rem ni scent of nedieval Spain.

Joshua charges at Yoshi hiro and engages himin a fierce
battle. After several exchanges, they stand facing each

ot her again, weapons ready. A thin line of bright red pixels
shimers on Yoshihiro’s cheek where bl ood would be in rea
life.

| NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

The fight is being streaned on a | arge wall-nmounted TV set
in the living roomof a well-kept, mddle class house.

KIERAN (V. Q)
(fading in)
... nmoving beautifully, today,
| adi es and gentlenen! Truly a
battle worthy of the final match of
Chil dren of the Earth!

The comrentary continues in the background, acconpani ed by
that of his colleagues, Juni per and Harol d. The sil houettes
of three elenentary school girls peek over the edge of the
couch.

One girl, MAKOTO (8), wavers in her seat as she points to
t he sea on screen.

MAKOTO
Conme on, Dad! Force himinto the
water! He can’t nove easily therel

The other two, conjoined twns YUKI KO and NATSUM (8), junp
to their feet, revealing their having one body and two heads
bet ween t hem

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(excited)
Slice him Dice him Wat are you
wai ting for?!



Makoto’s nmother, ERI (32), walks in on the girls and sets a
tray of food on the table in front of them

ERI

(j oki ng)
You know he can’t hear you, right?

Makot o shrugs. Natsum , the left half of her and Yuki ko,
grabs a rice ball and bites into it.

YUKI KO
Yeah, but it’s fun to cheer anyway.
Ri ght, sis?
NATSUM
(still chew ng)

Uh, yeah. That’s right, sis.

Eri turns to watch her husband continue fighting the knight
on screen. Yuki ko grabs another rice ball and eats al ongsi de
Nat sum . Makoto, instead, picks up a curry udon bow and a
pair of chopsticks but pauses to | ook at Eri.

MAKOTO
Want to sit with us, Mn?

ERI
Sure. Wiy not?

Eri circles around the couch, sidles up beside Makoto, and
W ggl es her way into an enpty space between Makoto and the
arnrest...

ERI
Scoot over.

Makoto and the twins conply, and they all settle down to
see. .

EXT. BEACH - DAY

...Joshua flipping forward with an acrobatic downward
stroke. Yoshihiro parries the attack, sidesteps, and strikes
Joshua in the back of his helnet, barely m ssing his neck.

| NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Makoto jolts in her seat.



MAKOTO
Ooh, al npst!

EXT. BEACH - DAY

Joshua retaliates with a wild swing at Yoshi hiro’ s head.
Yoshi hiro ducks, but Joshua follows up with a downward
stroke to Yoshihiro s helnmet. Another sw ng knocks the
hel net off and sprawl s him

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Qoh, and Strada knocks of f
Yamasaki’s hel net, straps and all

Yoshihiro rolls out of the way just in tine to avoid a
di ving stab from Joshua and scranbles to his feet, his
kat ana hel d behind him

HAROLD (V. Q)
That had to cause sone nmj or
whi pl ash to Yanasaki at the very
| east .

His_back turned to the sea, Joshua readies his nontante
agai n.

HARCLD (V. Q)
And now that his head and neck are
unprotected, he’s that nuch nore
vul ner abl e.

I NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - EVEN NG

Yuki ko and Natsum hold their breaths and al nost drop their
hal f-eaten rice balls. Mkoto tightens her grip on her udon
bow and chopsti cks.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Don’t count Yanasaki out just yet,
Harol d. W' ve seen him cone back
fromworse than this.

MAKOTO
(under her breath)
You got it. You got it.



EXT. BEACH - DAY

Yoshi hiro digs his katana into the sand and flings a clunp
at Joshua’s visor, but it m sses. Joshua charges at

Yoshi hiro again, briefly bogged down by the water washing up
around his feet.

HAROLD (V. Q)
Per haps, but even established
veterans lose fromtine to tine.

The two exchange bl ows agai n.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
That may be, but right now, it’s
still anybody’s fight.

Joshua tries to tackle Yoshi hiro, who spins away fromhim..

KIERAN (V. Q)
And it looks like the fight just...

...and sends himcrashing into a huge boul der behind him

KI ERAN (V. Q)
(excited)
...turned in Yamasaki's favor!

As Joshua stunbles away fromthe boul der, Yoshihiro slashes
out both of his legs at the knee joints. Shimrering red
pi xel s spill as the sword connects.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Down goes Strada!

Joshua crunples to the ground and tries to fend off
Yoshi hiro's foll owup attacks.

HAROLD (V. Q)
I f he wants to stay in this fight
now, he has to beat the cl ock.

A bell rings, the battlefield dematerializes..

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA - DAY

...and Yoshi hiro and Joshua materialize outside the
simulator in the mddle of the arena, physically unscathed.
Hi ghlights of their duel play on the hol ographic projection
above, including Joshua knocking Yoshihiro' s helnet off and
Yoshi hiro cutting out Joshua’s | egs.



The crowd watches in the jam packed stadi um seats
surroundi ng the two conbat ants.

KI ERAN (V. O)

What a fight!

JUNI PER (V. Q)
What a fight indeed, Kieran! | was
on the edge of ny seat the whole
time!

HARCLD (V. Q)

Cal m down. The judges haven’t nade
their decision just yet.

| NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - EVEN NG

Eri glinpses between Makoto and the twins, the forner
fishing out sone noodles fromher bow and bl owi ng on them
and the latter swallowing the last bits of their rice balls.

HAROLD (V. Q)
Now, for those of you not paying
attention, each fighter can be
awarded up to fifty points: as many
as ten for danmage, ten for
aggression, ten for strategy, ten
for field control, and ten for
styl e.

Eri nods along with the ongoing comrentary.

ERI
(under her breath, anxious)
Come on. Come on. Cone on

Makoto swal l ows a bite of her udon, and Yuki ko and Nat sumi
grab two nore rice balls.

MAKOTO
It’s okay, Mom | know he won.

YUKI KO
Real | y? He hardly got any hits in
on Joshua.

NATSUM
Yeah. He didn’t even chop off his
l egs all the way.

Yuki ko and Natsum bite into their rice balls, and Makoto
| ooks back at the TV.



MAKOTO
(confident)
Guess we’' |l find out right now

I NT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ARENA - DAY

The tuxedo-cl ad announcer, FRANCI S (48), approaches the
center of the arena with an antique m crophone in one hand
and an index card in the other. He stands between Yoshi hiro
and Joshua whil e another official carries a gold-colored
crown resenbling a ring of tiny swords beside him

FRANCI S
Ladi es and gentlenen, after fifteen
m nutes, we go to the judges’ score
cards for a decision. Al five
j udges score this contest
forty-eight to forty-seven for the
W nner by unani nous deci si on
aaaaaaaaaaaand still!

| NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Yuki ko and Natsum leap to their feet, junp around, and
screamfor joy, unwittingly squishing their rice balls in
their hands. Eri throws her hands above her head and cl aps
whi | e cheering. Makoto punps her fist and grins, |eaving her
chopsticks in her bow .

FRANCI S (V. Q)
The Undi sput ed Ki ng of Bl ades of
the Children of the Earth...

Yuki ko and Nat sum stop junping...

FRANCI S (V. Q. )/ YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Yoshi hiro "the Angel of Death"
Yamasaki !

...and then resune junping. Eri drops her hands to her
sides. Makoto puts her udon bow on the table and smles at
Yoshi hiro on screen.

EXT. RAILWAY TO EARTH - ARCADI A STATI ON - EVEN NG

Wth his newly won Crown of Bl ades on his head and a gray
suitcase trailing behind him Yoshihiro wal ks am dst a crowd
of people trailing into and out of numerous trains.



Just then, a rustic nelody rings fromthe wistwatch-Iike
N-patch strapped to his wist. He taps it and sees an inmage
of Makoto projected fromit.

YOSHI HI RO
Hey, Makot o.

MAKOTO
Dad, Mom and | saw your match
t oday! You were amazi ng!

YOSH H RO
Thanks.

MAKOTO
The twi ns cane over to watch with
us...well, actually, they kind of
got | ocked out of their house.
Agai n.

Yoshi hiro sni ckers.
YOSH H RO

You know, | couldn’'t have done it
W t hout you.

MAKOTO
Huh? What do you nean?

YOSHI H RO
| nmean, if I’'d lost, you and your
mot her woul d never |let ne hear the
end of it.

Makot o pi nches her chin wth her free hand and nods assent,
eking a faint smle. Then, she |lowers her hand.

MAKOTO
Hey. If you catch the Red Dawn
line, you can nmake it hone tonorrow
for breakfast.

YOSHI HI RO
I’11 make sure of that.

MAKOTO
Geat. I'll see you then. Love you
Dad.

YOSHI HI RO

| love you too.



The projection disappears, and Yoshihiro | owers his hand and
grips his luggage. Just then, Joshua arrives, carrying a
bul ky backpack on his back and | ooki ng around the area until
he spots Yoshi hiro.

JOSHUA
Hey, Yarmasaki !

Yoshi hiro turns to see Joshua approachi ng him

JOSHUA
You did great back there.
YOSHI H RO
Thanks. You were pretty good
yoursel f.
JOSHUA

Not as good as you, obviously.
He narrows his eyes with a determned snile..

JOSHUA
But next tinme we neet, that crown
is mne.

...and then glinpses the train marquee overhead to see that
his train is departing soon.

JOSHUA
Ch, | have to go. It was a pleasure
tal king with you.

YOSH H RO
Li kew se.

Yoshi hiro wat ches Joshua wal k away and boards his own train.

| NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - MAKOTO S BEDROOM - NI GHT

In the dimlight of a flashlight, Makoto lies in her bed

W th her hands beneath her pillow and stares at the ceiling,
her eyes drifting shut. Yukiko and Natsum lie in a sleeping
bag on the floor nearby, holding the flashlight.

At the foot of Makoto's bed and the twi ns' sleeping bag are
a sheathed toy katana and a squeaky mall et duct taped to an
ol d plastic broom handl e.

YUKI KO
Hey, Makoto? Are you awake?



Makot o turns her head to the twins, who sit up together
t heir sl eepi ng bag.

MAKOTO
Yeah. What is it?

YUKI KO
W' ve been thinking. Wat if we all
got into Children of the Earth
soneday?

MAKOTO
W’'ll have to wait until we're
grown up, but I can see us al
conpeting there.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
For sure.

Yuki ko and Natsum turn their body to Mkoto.

NATSUM
...and you know. ..

Makoto sits up in her bed.

MAKOTO
Yeah?

NATSUM
Wuldn't it be wild if you won the
Crown of Bl ades?

MAKOTO
VWhat ? Me? No way.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM

Yes way.

MAKOTO
You know I'"m nore i nto books than
swor ds.

NATSUM

Oh, cone on. If your dad can wn,
SO can you.

MAKOTO
Just because he’s great, doesn’t
mean | am

...and gl eans the toy katana.



10.

MAKOTO
...although, I guess | could wn if
| put ny mind to it.

Yuki ko and Natsum nod assent, then grin at each other and
stand up, letting the sleeping bag crunple at their feet.

YUKI KO
But you' d still have to get past
us!

Yuki ko puts her hand on her hip and Natsum cl enches her
fist at their shared chest.

YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(a la Francis)
The i nseh-pair-abl e Yuki ko and
Nat sum Itou

MAKOTO
(j oki ng)
Consi dering that you two only have
one brain between you, | don’t see

you getting past ne.
The twins drop their hands..
YUKI KO AND NATSUM
(pl ayi ng al ong)
What’ s that supposed to nean?

MAKOTO
My point exactly.

A knock rings through the door.

ERI (V.Q)
Grls, keep it down in there,
pl ease.
MAKOTO YUKI KO AND
(frantic) NATSUM
Sorry, Mom (frantic)

Sorry, Ms. Yanasaki !

Makot o pl ops down in her bed, Yuki ko and Natsum scranble
into the sleeping bag, and they all tuck thenselves in and
drift off to sleep.
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EXT. JAPANESE SUBURB - VARI QUS - NI GHT

sparsely

The | anpposts illum nate parts of the enpty, tidy,
-lit but nearly

lit streets. This view soon reveals the well-1li
enpty train station...

EXT. RAILWAY TO ORBIT - N GHT

...Where a lum nescent, ethereal train track fornms fromthe
sky above and leads into the station below The train
appears and rides the track toward the station, but
suddenly, it slips off the track and careens to the ground
bel ow.

I NT. TRAIN CAR - NI GHT

Alarns blare, lights flash, and the train rattles as it
pl umrets. Loose carry-ons tunbl e about as sone passengers
try in vain to secure them

CONDUCTOR (V. Q)

(trying to remain calm
Attention, passengers! W’ ve | ost
control of the train! Please remain
seated, keep your seat belts
fastened and all val uabl es secured,
and brace for--!

Radi o static cuts off the conductor’s announcenent, and
Yoshi hiro braces hinself against his seat, watching from
inside as the train plumets toward the earth.

Sone of the other passengers close their eyes in prayer.
O hers grab onto the sides of their seats, the seats in
front of them or the pol es nearby.
CONDUCTOR (V. Q)
(frantic)
Hol d on!

Yoshi hiro closes his eyes and takes a deep breath.

EXT. RAILWAY TO ORBI T - NEAR CHI BA STATION - N GHT
The train turns over to its side...
CONDUCTOR (V. Q)
(frantic)
Everybody, just hold on--!

...and slans into the ground.
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I NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - MAKOTO S BEDROOM - N GHT

Makot o opens her eyes and jolts upright in her bed at the

di stant boom of the crash. She catches her breath and starts
to lie back down, but she glinpses snoke rising from behind
t he houses across the street through her w ndow.

EXT. JAPANESE SUBURB - YAMASAKI HOUSE - NI GHT

She opens the w ndow and | eans outside, listening to the
sirens of energency vehicles blaring as they speed toward
the crash site and the indistinct chatter of neighbors

| eaving their honmes for a better |ook. Her eyes w den and
her nouth hangs agape.

| NT. TOAN HOSPI TAL - WAI TI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Makoto and Eri sit together in the chairs. Makoto eyes the
ot her people sitting in the nearly full waiting room and
then sees a DOCTOR enter near the front desk.

DOCTOR
Eri Yamasaki ?

Eri stands up...

ERI
Yes?

...and the doctor approaches her.

DOCTOR
| have good news and bad news. The
good news is that your husband has
regai ned consci ousness. The bad
news is that he’s paral yzed from
t he wai st down.

ER
(waveri ng)
Can we see hinf
Makot o stands up beside Eri.

MAKOTO
Doct or ?

The doctor turns to Makot o.
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MAKOTO
Can’t you fix his spine or
sonet hi ng?

DOCTOR
That' s his deci sion.

I NT. YOSH H RO S HOSPI TAL ROOM - MORNI NG

Eri and Makoto stand beside Yoshihiro lying in his wiry
hospital bed. A heart nonitor beeps a steady rhythm

MAKOTO
What do you nean "no"?

YOSHI H RO
| mean just that, Mkoto.

Yoshi hiro scoots upright in his bed, his now i nmobile |egs
wei ghi ng hi m down.

YOSHI H RO
It’s not worth the risk anyway.

MAKOTO
(tearing up)
But you’ re Yoshi hiro Yanmasaki
You' re the King of Blades. You
can’'t quit now You re at the top
of your gane!

YOSH H RO
| was. Now. ..

He gestures to his legs. Eri puts her hand on Makoto’s
shoul der.

ER
Makot o, please. He's made his
choice. Al we can do is respect
t hat .

Makot o | ooks down and cl enches her fists at her side. Then,
she | ooks up...

MAKOTO
No, Mom That’'s not all | can do.

ERI
What ?

...and brushes Eri’s hand away.



Eri

MAKOTO
| made himtake the train. I'’mthe
reason he's hurt.

ERI
What do you nean?

MAKOTO
Next year. I'I|l enter the
conpetition and make this right.

wi dens her eyes.

ER
Makoto, no. | forbid you from
entering.

MAKOTO
For bi d not hing, Mom 1|’ m going.

ERI
No, you’'re not.

MAKOTO
Yes, | am

YOSHI H RO
Excuse ne.

They both | ook at Yoshi hiro.

Eri

YOSHI HI RO
Wiy don't you let ne train you,
Makot 0?

ERI

Yoshi hiro, we’re not encouragi ng
her. She’s too young.

YOSHI H RO
She’s too young right now, but wth
a few years of training, she'll be

r eady.
gl i npses between Makot o and Yoshi hiro.

MAKOTO
Define "a few years".

YOSHI HI RO
As long as it takes to get you
ready. Besides, you have to be at
| east twelve to enter

14.
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Makot o si ghs.

MAKOTO
That' s true.

YOSHI HI RO
So, what do you say?

MAKCOTO
Al right.

Eri nods.

MONTACE - MAKOTO S TRAI NI NG - OVER THE NEXT 10 YEARS

- Makoto waves her toy katana around in her room At sone
poi nt, she unwittingly knocks over the squeaky mallet and
pauses, but then, she resunmes sw nging the toy katana.

- She watches a video of a past match that Yoshi hiro won.

- She tries to do push-ups, sit-ups, squats, and pull-ups
al one at a playground, barely managi ng any.

- In a sword fighting class, she fights another student to a
standstill while Yoshihiro--now in a hoverchair--watches
her.

- Yuki ko and Natsum are carried away fromthe base of a
tree on a stretcher. Makoto watches from anong the ot her
onl ookers, hol di ng back her tears.

- Makoto does nore push-ups, sit-ups, squats, and pull-ups
al one at a playground, nore successfully this tinme. Severa
ki ds pl ayi ng nearby gl ance at her, then resunme playing.

- She stands in the backyard of her house, waving her toy
katana around with weights on her wists. Yoshihiro scoots
besi de her.

YOSHI HI RO
Don’t tighten up your grip so nuch.
Hold it nore in your fingers.

- Late at night, she stays up at her desk, studying
conplicated library textbooks.

- Back in her sword fighting class, she defeats another
student, pointing her sword at his face.
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- Yoshihiro and Eri eat together at their dining roomtable.
Makoto enters, grabs a plate of food, and | eaves. Eri’s gaze
tracks Makoto as she | eaves, and then, she |ooks to

Yoshi hiro.

- Makoto runs | aps around the playground while Yoshihiro
times her using his N-patch.

- At school, Yukiko and Natsum sidle up beside Makoto and
wave at her...

YUKI KO
Hey, Makot o.

NATSUM
Sachi’s having her birthday party
at the pool, and you're invited.
Want to cone?

... but she gives themonly a passing gl ance focusing on her
sword fighting class schedul e instead.

MAKOTO
Sorry. | can’t neke it.

- Makoto |loses a match in a sinulated training zone to a
conmbat drone.

- She does yet nore push-ups, sit-ups, squats, and pull-ups
al one at the playground.

- She again practices her sword fighting in the backyard,
this time using a weighted replica katana. Yoshi hiro hovers
besi de her.

YOSHI HI RO
kay. | think that’s enough for
NOW.

She pauses to scan Yoshihiro's chair. A notification appears
on her newer nodel, quarter-sized N-patch stuck to her
hand. ..

MAKOTO
No. Let’s keep going.

... but she disnmisses it and resumes practi cing.

- She runs nore |aps around the playground, timng herself
wi th her N-patch. Yuki ko and Natsum catch sight of her as
they walk by with a snmall group of friends. They stop and
turn to Makoto as she runs, Natsum waving her hand over

t hei r heads.
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YUKI KO AND NATSUM
Hey, Makot o!

But Makot o continues running, taking only passing notice of
the twins, who pout at her |ack of reaction.

- She defeats the conmbat drone in another match in a
simul ated training zone.

END OF MONTAGE

| NT. YAMASAKI HOUSE - MAKOTO S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Now a teenager, Makoto sits alone on her bed, skimmng a
hol ographi c note on the penny-sized N-patch stuck to her
wist. Its opening section reads...

Congratul ations on qualifying for this year’s Children of
the Earth. You ve been randomy selected fromthe pool of
437 fighters as an exhibition fighter.

She scrolls through nore of the note with several flicks of
her hand, pausing on another section, which reads...

...score is accunul ated based on your nunber of victories
and determ nes the equi pnent you can access.

She resunes scrolling, pausing on still another section,
whi ch reads..

You can, of course, trade equi pnent with other players--even
if they’re elimnated--as |long as your score allows...

She scrolls through the note several nore tinmes and then
di sm sses it.

I NT. LIVING ROOM - MORNI NG

Makot o descends the staircase, |ugging a m dnight blue

suitcase beside her. Yoshihiro and Eri await her by the
front door.

YOSH H RO
Vll, look who's ready before the
sun i s even up. How are you on your
bi g day?

MAKOTO

As ready as |’'ve ever been.



YOSHI H RO
Good to hear.

Eri steps aside toward the Kkitchen.
ERI

Aren’t you going to stay for
br eakf ast ?

MAKOTO
| have food packed for the train
ride. I'Il be fine.

ERI

But the train won't be here for
another thirty m nutes.

MAKOTO
Maybe not, but |’'d prefer going
early.
Eri pauses.
ERI
You know, you're still very young.

You don’t have to do this just yet.

MAKOTO
Mom we’ ve been over this. Twenty
times, in fact.

YOSHI HI RO
She’s right. You said so yourself.
She nade her choice. Al we can do
is respect that.

ER
(to Yoshi hiro)
No, | said that you nmade your

choi ce.

MAKOTO
About Dad refusing surgery, yeah,
and now, |'’ve made mne. | can do

this. I will do this.

ER
...A'l right, but stay in touch
wi th us, okay?

MAKOTO
kay.

Makot o glinpses Yoshi hiro’s hoverchair.
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MAKOTO
And Dad?

YOSH H RO
Yes?

MAKOTO

Thanks for all the training.

EXT. YAVASAKI HOUSE - MORNI NG

Makot o opens the door, steps outside, and waves to her
parents inside.

MAKCOTO
See you.

YOSHI H RO
Bye.

ERI
Good | uck.

She cl oses the door behind her, |ooks to the sun..

EXT. JAPANESE SUBURB - VARI QUS - MORNI NG

...and wal ks toward the train station. A cat yawns atop a
nei ghbor’ s fence post.

EXT. RAILWAY TO ORBIT - CHI BA STATION - MORNI NG

She arrives at the station and sees the train arrive from
hi gh above and dock at the station, the |um nescent track
di sappearing behind it. She hesitates at the gate but then
taps her N-patch to the gate’s sensor, passes through the
gate, and boards the train.

I NT. TRAI'N CAR - MORNI NG

She sits down, ignoring the other passengers crowdi ng
inside. The train conputer’s hol ographic avatar,
Y. AAKOYV., materializes before the passengers.

Y.AAAKOQOWV.
Good norni ng, everyone, and wel cone
aboard the Red Dawn Line of the
G obal At nospheric Rail way Network,
or GA RN for short. |I’'myour

( MORE)
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Y.AAKOYV. (cont’d)
guide, Y. A AKOV.: Your Autonmated
Artificial...

(awkwar d)
... uh, sonething..

(normal)
Anyway, for those of you who don’'t
know the rules, regulations, etc.,
etc., in case of an energency, the
exits are. ..

Y.A.A K QOYV. jabs his increasingly nunerous "hands" every
whi ch-way. . .

Y.A. A K QOV.
... here, here, here, there, here,
and right next to that old guy’s
head.

...and then absorbs all but his original pair.

Y. A AKOW
Fasten your seat belts. Put your
tray tables away.

EXT. RAILWAY TO ORBIT - CH BA STATION - MORNI NG

An array of ion projectors pul ses beneath the train,
reform ng the um nescent track |eading into the sky.

Y.AAKOV. (V.O)
Keep your |egs and arns inside the
train, and hang on to your heads,
everyone! This is gonna be a bunpy
ride!

The train floats just above the track..
Y.AAKOV. (V.O)
Ten...nine...eight...oh, who cares
about that stuff anyway? One!
...and takes off, riding into the sky.

Y.AAKOQOV. (V.0O)
And we have |iftoff!
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I NT. TRAIN CAR - MORNI NG

Makot o | ooks away fromthe wi ndow and breathes a sigh. She
fishes her hand into her pocket, pulls out a pair of
wi rel ess earbuds, and inserts theminto her ears.

She taps her N-patch to sunmon a nusic playlist and then
taps the Shuffle icon, pronpting a frenetic technopop song
to play in her earbuds. She druns her fingers to the
music. ..

EXT. EARTH S UPPER ATMOSPHERE - DAY

...as the train breaches the clouds and rides the ethereal
track to a colossal orbiting hulk of a city. Before | ong,
the train arrives at a huge set of double doors, which open
tolet it inside.

| NT. COMPRESSI ON CHAMBER - DAY

The train stops at the platformand settles down as the
track di sappears behind it. The doors ease shut...

Y.AAKOQV. (V.O)
W' re al nost ready to drop you off.
Just sit tight.

...and air jets hiss.

EXT. RAILWAY TO EARTH - ARCADI A STATI ON - DAY

Makoto faces a floating SENTRY that resenbles a giant Tetris
block with a TV nonitor for a face. It flashes a cheery
smle...

SENTRY 1
Enj oy your stay in Arcadia.

...and floats away, taking her luggage with it. On its back
is a bunper sticker with an ornate sword pattern and the
words, "49 and counting."”

Makot o watches the sentry | eave, glances at a nearby map of
the city, and wal ks onward. Al ong the way, she passes..



22.

EXT. STARLI GHT RI SE HOTEL - ENTRANCE - DAY

She sees a huge crowd of people around the towering hote
bui | di ng, sone entering, sone |eaving. Many tal k about the
upcom ng conpetition, sone even wagering with each other
Unknown to her, a | anky woman, PRASHASTI (38) exits the
hotel and | ooks down the street.

EXT. R VER OF HEAVEN WATER PARK - ENTRANCE - DAY

Makot o pauses to scan the park, with attracti ons that
i nclude steep, twisting water slides; a wave pool; and
ground fountains; but then shakes her head and noves on.

EXT. TREE OF LI FE MONUMENT - DAY

She wat ches the branches of the netallic tree and can al nost
hear a faint electric humcomng fromwthin. Finally, she
reaches. ..

EXT. M LKY WAY STADI UM - ENTRANCE - DAY

She | ooks around to see the spectators streamng into the
giant netallic bird s nest of a stadiumand the thirteen
hol ographi ¢ placards |ining the hallway.

Each placard comrenorates a previous King or Queen of Bl ades
and all of the Crowns of Bl ades won throughout the past
forty-nine years, as well as the year each crown was won
Joshua’ s placard is right after Yoshihiro’ s and lists nine
Crowns of Bl ades won, tying Yoshihiro s record.

Makoto stops in front of these |ast two placards, her eyes
fi xed on Yoshihiro's. She | owers her gaze, closes her eyes,
takes a deep breath, and then opens her eyes again, steeling
hersel f. Then, she proceeds to the girls’ |ocker room

| NT. ARENA - DAY

Tens of thousands of spectators fill the stadium seats and
cheer. Prismatic lights crisscross through the air.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Ladi es and gentl enen! Children,
teens, and everybody between!
Wel come back to this year’s
Children of the Earth!

The audi ence ripples with excitenent.
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| NT. COMVENTARY BOOTH - DAY

The | ead commentator, KIERAN (50), sits in the mddle of the
booth. To each side of himare JUNIPER (35), a woman with a
green beret on her head; and HAROLD (28), a young nman with
wiry gl asses.

Kl ERAN
|’m Kieran McCain, and with ne as
al ways are ny faithful associ ates,
Juni per G eene and Harold
Ri cht hof en.

JUNI PER
That’'s right, fol ks. And what an
event it’s going to be this year!
Wth over four hundred fighters
fromall over the world, who knows
who's going to w n?

HARCLD
Nobody yet. We'll just have to
wat ch and see.

JUNI PER
| can hardly wait.

Kl ERAN
| " msure the audi ence can't either,
June.

| NT. ARENA - DAY

The uproar dies down as Francis arrives, pausing only to
adjust his bowtie.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
And to introduce today’s exhibition
fighters, here's Francis Teague.

Francis stands tall center stage...

FRANCI S
Ladi es and gentl enen, we! Are!
Live! This is the exhibition match
of the Children of the Earth, set
for ten n nutes!

...waves his hand to the audi ence..
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FRANCI S
Presented by Into the N ght. Happy
from Sunrise to Sunset. Sanctioned
by UN Sports Arcadia. Comm ssioner:
Elijah Afolayan. Qur five judges
scoring this conpetition are
G ovanni Bonanno, Rory Gl es,
Xi anghua Lee, Al ejandro Mendez, and
Her b Soren.

...and summons a wave of excitement from the audi ence.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
I ntroducing first! Fighting out of
t he bl ue corner!

Taking his place at the far end of the arena is AL DONG
(18), a fairly built teenage boy, roughly the sane age as
Makot o.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
A gl adi ator, making his Children of
the Earth debut. He stands one
hundred seventy-five centineters

tall, weighing in at seventy kil os.
Fi ghting out of Dongducheon, Korea!
Presenting. ..

A cloud of pixels gathers around his body and then just as
qui ckl y vani shes.

He is now dressed in a brigandi ne vest, his head adorned
with a gray headband. H's gloves are outfitted wth netal

spi kes and his boots have netal caps. Tied at his hip with a
rope rests a sheat hed short sword.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
G| Dong "Hangul Pride" Rhee!

The audi ence greets himwth a | oud cheer.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
And now, introducing his opponent!
Fi ghting out of the red corner!

Makot o takes her place at the other end of the arena.

FRANCI S (V. Q)
A sanurai, making her Children of
the Earth debut. She stands one
hundred seventy centineters tall
wei ghing in at sixty-one kil os.
Fi ghting out of Chiba, Japan!
Presenting. ..
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A cl oud of pixels gathers around her body, and then just as
qui ckly vani shes.

She is now dressed in mdnight blue conposite plate arnor
rem ni scent of Medieval Japan. A long, silk scarf hangs from
her shoulders. Tied to her hip with silken cord is a

sheat hed kat ana.

She stares across the stage...

FRANCI S
Makot o "Angel Bl ue" Yanmasaki !

...as the audience greets her with another |oud cheer.

FRANCI S
And when the action begins, the
battlefield will be as foll ows!

A hol ographic display nmaterializes high above Francis’ head,
formng the inmage of a pristine, grassy neadow on a clear
day.

KIERAN (V. Q)
A neadow. A bit too peaceful for a
battlefield, wouldn't you say?

JUNI PER (V. Q)
Al nost an ideal battlefield, to be
honest. Perfectly flat, few
obstacles. | don’t see any issue.

HAROLD (V. Q)
We're about to find out if any
i ssues do cone up..

Francis signals Makoto and G| Dong to conme to two circul ar
lights to either side of him which they do.

HARCLD (V. Q)
...in three...two...o0One..

Cybernetic blips and lights engulf the two fighters.

| NT. ARENA S| MULATOR - MEADOW - DAY

They find thensel ves standi ng at opposite ends of a grassy,
sunlit nmeadow. Birds chirp in the distant woods, and thin
wi sps of cloud hang over head.

G| Dong smrks at Makoto and steps back
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G L DONG
|’ mgonna enjoy this far nore than
| shoul d.

Makoto rolls her eyes at G| Dong as she grips her katana.
The arena conmputer sounds its signal...

ARENA COVPUTER (V. Q)
Fi ght!

...and G| Dong charges at Makoto, short sword drawn.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
And here we go!

He | eaps at Makoto with a flying side kick, only to be
parried and | ashed at wi th her katana.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
(excited)
On! And a beautiful exchange
between the two fighters already!

G| Dong recovers, landing on his feet and following up wth
a spin kick to Makoto’s hel net, knocking her to the side.

HAROLD (V. Q)

It Iooks like that strike hit
Rhee’s shin guard, though.

| NT. COMVENTARY BOOTH - DAY

Juni per is now standing with both fists clenched and rai sed,
hoppi ng up and down in her seat as she chants...

JUNI PER
(excited)
Fight! Fight! Fight! Fight! Fight!

Fi ght!
Harold rolls his eyes at her, and she shrugs back.

JUNI PER
VWhat ? You' re both thinking it.
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| NT. ARENA SI MULATOR - MEADOW - DAY

G| Dong and Makoto continue to exchange bl ows. |In one
exchange, fakes out a charge, pronpting Makoto to step
forward, and he kicks at her face. Makoto steps back just in
time to avoid the kick and retaliates with a slash, m ssing
hi s ankl e.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
Rhee’s pouring on the pressure, but
Yamasaki’s not giving in easily.

HARCLD (V. Q)
But it doesn’t |ook |ike Yamasaki’s
capi talizing enough on the
opportunities presented to her.

JUNI PER (V. Q)
That could be a big tine error,
huh?

I n anot her exchange, Makoto grabs G| Dong s ankle, flips
himand follows up with a lash to his neck, blocked by his
short sword.

G L DONG
You' re good, but |I'm better!

MAKOTO
Just shut up and fight!

In still another exchange, Makoto fakes out a strike to G|
Dong’s |l eg but goes for his arminstead. G| Dong catches
Makoto’ s katana and tries to wench it out of her hands.
When that fails, he kicks her down, but she rolls back up to
her feet, katana still in hand.

KI ERAN (V. Q)
It’s anybody’s fight!

JUNI PER (V. Q)
This is getting exciting! |I'’mon
t he edge of ny seat!

Eventual ly, the two stand off. A weary Makoto glinpses
herself and the equally weary G| Dong to see shimrering red
pi xel s where there should be blood spilling fromtheir
col l ective cuts and brui ses.

Suddenly, G| Dong throws his short sword at Makoto’s face
and charges at her, junping up and preparing to kick at her
face. Makoto deflects the thrown sword, grabs G| Dong’s

l eg, pulls himpast herself, and retaliates with a slash to
t he back of his neck.



28.

om

G| Dong crunples to the ground, bloody pixels spilli r
he

t he wound. Makoto swi ngs her katana to her side, eyei
defeated G| Dong.

ng f
ng t

ARENA COVPUTER (V. Q.)
Fi ni sh!
| NT. COMVENTARY BOOTH - DAY
Ki eran half clenches his fist atop the table.
Kl ERAN

And that's it, |adies and
gentlenen! It’s all over!

JUNI PER
Not bad for an exhibition battl e,
huh?

HAROLD
| ndeed.

| NT. ARENA - DAY

Makoto and G| Dong nmaterialize outside the sinulator and
step away, the highlights of their duel on display on the
hol ographi ¢ projection above. The commentators di scuss these
highlights until Francis appears at the edge of the arena.

HARCLD (V. Q)
And here to nake it official is
Franci s Teague.

Franci s approaches the center of the arena.

FRANCI S
Ladi es and gentl enen, this contest
has come to an end at four m nutes,
twenty-ni ne seconds. Declared the
wi nner by knockout. ..

I NT. STARLIGHT RI SE HOTEL - FOOD COURT - DAY

An ol der but still visibly nmuscular Joshua sits at the bar
counter alone, watching the results of the match on a
projector with a stuffed roll in his hand.

FRANCI S

Makot o "Angel Bl ue" Yanmasaki !

He gl ares at the projector.



