Logline
Detective Vince Marchelli—haunted by a past decision that cost an innocent child his life—is framed for his ex-wife’s disappearance by a vengeful father he once failed. Now, with his freedom and redemption on the line, Vince must team up with a sharp defense attorney and a relentless private investigator to expose a conspiracy built on deception.
Synopsis
Chicago detective Vince Marchelli has always prided himself on following the letter of the law—even when it meant making heart-wrenching choices. Years ago, his refusal to bend police protocol to help a desperate father, Ron Gallagher, left the boy Ethan unprotected, and Ethan was tragically murdered. Now, when Vince’s ex-wife, Linda, suddenly goes missing and evidence inexplicably points to him, his world unravels. Released on bail, Vince enlists the help of savvy defense attorney Carmen Alvarez and determined private investigator Noah Matheson to prove his innocence. Their investigation soon reveals that Ron Gallagher, consumed by grief and vengeance over Ethan’s death, has orchestrated a sinister plot to frame Vince. As Vince races against time to clear his name and confront the demons of his past, he is forced to reconcile the fragile line between duty and compassion—knowing that redemption may come at an unbearable cost.
Treatment (Script Format)
markdown
                              EVIDENCE OF DECEPTION
                         A Crime Thriller by [Your Name]

-----------------------------------------------------------
            FADE IN:

EXT. CHICAGO CITYSCAPE – EARLY MORNING  
A somber, overcast sky looms over downtown Chicago. Rain slicks the pavement and the city breathes a tired resolve.
 
                              NARRATOR (V.O.)
                In a city where every decision carries a heavy weight,
                Detective Vince Marchelli has learned that the truth doesn’t always set you free—
                sometimes, it traps you.

-----------------------------------------------------------
INT. POLICE PRECINCT – MORNING  
In a cramped, fluorescent-lit station, DETECTIVE VINCE MARCHELLI (45) stares at a cold-case board.  
A faded photo of a young boy, ETHAN, is pinned beside collateral clippings.
 
                              VINCE (V.O.)
                I did what I believed was right... 
                But sometimes, the right choice comes at a price you never meant to pay.

FLASHBACK – EXT. CRIME SCENE – NIGHT (YEARS AGO)  
A distraught RON GALLAGHER pleads with a younger Vince outside a chaotic scene as a terrified child looks on.
 
                              RON (desperate, pleading)
            Please, take him away—he’s in danger!
 
                              YOUNG VINCE (strained)
            I can’t bypass protocol, Ron!
 
A beat. The child’s fearful eyes linger on Vince—before the scene dissolves into tragedy.

-----------------------------------------------------------
INT. VINCE’S APARTMENT – NIGHT (PRESENT)  
The apartment is dim and sparse. VINCE returns home, only to find a police report pinned to his door: his ex-wife, LINDA, is missing.
 
                              VINCE
                (whispering)
            Linda... what are they trying to say?

A montage shows news clippings, forensic evidence, and gunshot flashes—all inexplicably pointing to him.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------
INT. COURTROOM – DAY  
VINCE sits behind bars during a tense hearing. The room buzzes with whispers as cold evidence is presented.
 
                              JUDGE (gravely)
            Mr. Marchelli, the evidence against you is overwhelming.
 
CUT TO BLACK.

-----------------------------------------------------------
EXT. COURTHOUSE STEPS – DAY  
VINCE is released on bail. Stung by betrayal and desperate to reclaim his truth,
he contacts defense attorney CARMEN ALVAREZ (38) and PI NOAH MATHESON (40). In a quiet, crowded café, they convene.
 
                              CARMEN
                (firmly)
            Vince, if they’re framing you… we need to start unraveling every thread.
 
                              NOAH
                (determined)
            And we start with Ron Gallagher. There’s more to this story than one mistake.

-----------------------------------------------------------
INT. SHADOWY WAREHOUSE – NIGHT  
A clandestine meeting in a dim, abandoned warehouse. RON GALLAGHER, consumed by grief turned vendetta, speaks into a phone. His tone is cold, measured.
 
                              RON (into phone)
            Detective Marchelli made his choice, and now he’ll suffer for it. I won’t rest until he pays.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------
INT. VINCE’S CAR – NIGHT  
Vince drives through rain-soaked streets. The weight of his past and the urgency of his future are etched in his eyes.  
 
                              VINCE  
                (resolute, to himself)
            I have to fix this... or be consumed by my mistakes.
 
FLASH CUTS:  
— Carmen poring over confidential files  
— Noah tailing a shadowed figure through a labyrinth of back alleys  
— Vince wrestling with his inner demons in solitary moments.
 
                              NARRATOR (V.O.)
                With every step deeper into this conspiracy,
                the lines between duty and redemption blur.
                In a race against time, Vince must confront the ghosts of his choices,
                knowing that uncovering the truth might cost him everything.

-----------------------------------------------------------
            FADE OUT.
Final Thoughts
Evidence of Deception is a hard-hitting, character-driven thriller that explores the devastating impact of choices made in the name of duty. As Detective Vince Marchelli fights to clear his name and reconcile with his past, the film challenges the audience to consider the true price of responsibility and the murkiness of moral judgment. This package—featuring a razor-sharp logline, a gripping synopsis, and a vivid, script-format treatment—captures the tense, shadowy world of Chicago’s underbelly and the personal demons that haunt those who serve.

