The Bucket List: The Abridged Scri pt
By

Ji m G eer



EXT. MOUNT EVEREST, NEPAL

A MOUNTAI N CLI MBER goes up the MOUNTAIN as we hear the SWEET
SOUND of MORGAN FREEMAN, giving PO GNANCY to YET ANOTHER
VWH TE DUDE' S M D- LI FE CRI SI S.

MORGAN FREEMAN

(Narration)
Jack Nicholson died in May. He
wasn’t a good man and he didn't do
any good deeds, but he becane a
little |l ess of an asshol e before he
di ed, thanks to a wi se bl ack
mechani c.

FADE TO. ..

| NT. AUTO SHCP

MORGAN FREEMAN is a W SE BLACK MECHANIC. He's reciting
TRIVIA to show he’s SMART, because KNOAN NG HOW TO REPAI R
CARS is for CHUMPS.

MORGAN FREEMAN
Then there's the Hazel Nut, the
Cashew, the Macadam a Nut, the
Pi stachi o, and | ast but not | east,
the Pine Nut.

FRENCH MECHANI C
That’'s it, ny friend! You naned
every type of nut!

He cl oses THE Bl G BOOK OF LI STS.

YOUNG MECHANI C
Gee, M Freeman. For a bl ack
mechani ¢ you sure are smart. Any
chance your vast know edge of
trivia mght pay off sone day
before you di e?

MORGAN FREEMAN

Not in the least. | probably have
sonme anmazing story that really
should end with me fulfilling ny
dreans after a lifetinme of hard
work. But instead I'Il l|ikely spend
ny final days hel ping sone spoiled
j ackass learn how to enjoy
hi nsel f...yet again.

(pause)

( CONTI NUED)
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MORGAN FREEMVAN
Honestly. Is it too much to ask for

ol Mdrgan Freeman to get a little
putang for all his trouble just
once? Dam.

He takes a PUFF from a DEADLY Cl GARETTE. H s PHONE ri ngs.

MORGAN FREEMVAN
(Exhal i ng Deat h Funes)
Uh huh?

DR ROB MORROW

(On phone)
M  Freeman, our tests show you have
term nal |ung cancer and you're
going to die. But before you kick
the bucket 1'd like for you to
bring that beautiful voice of yours
to the hospital to help give
meani ng to soneone else’s life.

MORGAN FREENVAN
Yep. Sounds about right.

He wal ks off so he can narrate nentally.

MORGAN FREEMAN
(Narration)
And that’s when | knew it was tine
for me to get started on ny bucket
list and find sonme rich white man
whose |ife | would change forever

FADE TO ..

I NT. HOSPI TAL BOARD MEETI NG

JACK NI CHOLSON S BLOATED CORPSE does a passabl e inpression
of JACK NI CHOLSON as pl ayed by a R CH POMPOUS ASSHOLE who
ALVAYS CGETS WHAT HE WANTS and NEVER REALLY LEARNS ANYTHI NG
because he’ s JACK FUCKI NG NI CHOLSON

JACK is telling his assistant SEAN HAYES and DR ROB MORROW
why he should be the VILLAIN of this MOVIE

JACK NI CHOLSON
| got into the hospital business to
make HUGE PROFITS. |f that neans
putting five people in every room
SO BE I'T!

( CONTI NUED)
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SEAN HAYES
But sir, as we’ve explained before,
we can make even Bl GGER PROFI TS by
gi ving PRI VATE ROOVS to RI CH
PECPLE.

DR ROB MORROW
And for gods sake, we need to start
serving the patients real food
i nstead of maki ng them eat out of
vendi ng machi nes. W can’'t keep
bri bing the health i nspector
forever.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Hogwash! This is a HOSPI TAL, not a
HEALTH SPA! | f people want to get
HEALTHY, they should do it on their
OMNN TI ME

JACK LAUGHS |i ke an ASTHVATI C DONKEY.

DR ROB MORROW
But sir, what if it was YOU who was
si ck?

JACK NI CHOLSON
Me? Sick?! |'ve never been sick a
day in ny life!

JACK LAUGHS until BOTH HI' S LUNGS SHAKE LOCSE and his BOWELS
EMPTY, ending in a BRUTAL COUGHING FIT. He stares at a
HANDKERCHI EF DRI PPI NG W TH H' S OAN LUNG BLOOD.

DR ROB MORROW
Ha. Looks cancerous. Guess you’ |
have to stay in your own crappy
hospital for sone reason. W'l
just say it’'s due to bad publicity
and not bad writing.

They all SMRK as JACK is faced with the TERRI BLE | RONY t hat
he’ Il receive PROPER MEDI CAL CARE in HHS OAN HOSPI TAL. WOWVP
WOVP!

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM

MORGAN FREEMAN i s on a BUNKBED nenori zi ng THE Bl G BOOK OF
LI STS.

SEAN HAYES | eads JACK NI CHOLSON in, who acts |i ke he's never

seen one of his hospital roons before and is OUTRAGED t hat
they don’t have PRI VATE ROOVS for RI CH PEOPLE

( CONTI NUED)
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JACK NI CHOLSON
| should get ny own room This is
ny hospital!

SEAN HAYES
Sorry, sir. | think this is
supposed to serve as some sort of
ironic | earning experience, but
it’s really just the set-up for
your Meet-Cute with Mrgan Freeman
Only a sociopath woul d see |ung
cancer as coneuppance...or as an
excuse for a road novie. Seriously.

JACK NI CHOLSON
You expect nme to share a roomw th
t hese zonbi es? And what the hell’s
HE supposed to be?

Poi nting at MORGAN FREEMAN | i ke he’s never seen AN OLD BLACK
PERSON bef ore.

SEAN HAYES
He’s the wi se bl ack mechani c who
will teach you the neaning of life.

MORGAN FREEMAN
That’ s right, ya nmean ol d bastard.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Geat. All 1 need nowis an
inciting incident and we can start
havi ng sone fun around here.

DR ROB MORROW
M N chol son, | have good news and
bad news for you. The good news is
that the patient on the bottom bunk
di ed of consunption |ast night so
you won't have to sleep on the
floor.

JACK NI CHOLSON
That’s terrible. Wiat’'s the bad
news?

DR ROB MORROW
The bad news, M Nicholson, is that
you have ONE YEAR TO LI VE before
you. . . KI CK THE BUCKET.

JACK STARES in DI SBELI EF and CONTEMPLATES hi s own MORTALI TY.

( CONTI NUED)
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MORGAN FREEMAN
As ny old black grandnother used to
say, suck it up, buttercup. You're
seventy damm years old and | ook
i ke you m ght have died a decade
ago and forgot to tell anyone.
Pl us, you own a hospital and nust
see people dying every day. How is
death sonme big surprise for you?

JACK LAUGHS |i ke a BUSTED ACCORDI AN.

He t hi nks
than TH S

JACK NI CHOLSON
Mster, | like your style. I'm
going to be nice to you and you
al one, which will nake up for what
a conpl ete douche |’ ve been ny
entire life and will continue to be
until the day | die.

MORGAN FREEMAN
Sounds like it’s tine for you to
get started on your BUCKET LI ST, so
you can pretend a few meani ngl ess
life events with a stranger wl |
sonehow make up for a lifetinme of
crappi ng on everyone who ever cared
about you.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Works for nme. Were’'d you hear
about this Bucket List?

MORGAN FREEMAN
The Bucket List was sonething |
| earned about ny freshman year at
Harvard, before poverty forced ne
to give up ny dreans and becone a
poor bl ack nechanic.

Bl TTERLY about BACKSTORY that’s MORE | NTERESTI NG
MOVl E

MORGAN FREEMAN
W had to nake a list of ALL the
t hi ngs we DREAMED of doing with our
lives, before we...

JACK AND MORGAN
KI CK THE BUCKET.

They stare at the canera.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACK NI CHOLSON
You know what ? | happen to have ny
own bucket |ist right here.

He pulls JACK S BUCKET LI ST out of his ROBE.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Hey |’ve got a great idea! How d
you like to help a rich old bastard
learn to enjoy life alittle nore
t han he was al ready?

MORGAN FREEMAN

Well, I've got a loving wife at
hone along with kids and grandkids
who woul d probably like to be with
me during ny final days on earth,
while you re a selfish prick whose
only redeeming traits are your old
films and faded charisna. By al
rights, this SHOULD be My story.

(pause)
But what the hell. | can't take a
dunp wi thout sone white asshol e
making it all about thenselves. |'m

in.

CANCER PATI ENT
Can | conme? |’'ve got a year to live
too and a sadder backstory than

bot h of you.
CANCER KI D
O nme. |’ve got the saddest story

of all. Cough...cough.

CANCER PATI ENT
And hey. You're rich as hell and
can afford to bring the whol e
cancer ward on your little
adventure, if you wanted to atone
for your greedy ways before
you. .. ki ck the bucket.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Screw you. Naned actors only. |
need a sidekick, not redenption.

DR ROB MORROW
May | rem nd you that you both
still have cancer and will be dead
soon. | nean, seriously. Wen did
radi ation start giving old people
super powers?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACK NI CHOLSON
W' ve got a fewthings to do before
t hat happens and you’'re not going
to believe what’'s next!

JACK LAUGHS |i ke he swal | owed GENERAL GRI EVOUS whol e.

MJUSI C MONTAGE!

Various skits of JACK using his VAST WEALTH to fulfill the
DREAMS of OLD CRUSTY WH TE DUDES EVERYWHERE, whi ch counts as
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT because MORGAN FREEMAN was t here.

JACK AND MORGAN S STUNT DOUBLES junp from PLANES, drive RACE
CARS, and have ot her ZANY ADVENTURES rarely attenpted by
TERM NALLY | LL CANCER PATIENTS in their 70's. This is LIFE
AFFI RM NG and not RI DI CULOUS.

JACK and MORGAN fly to CA EGYPT and OTHER EXOTI C Cd

LOCALES in JACK S PRI VATE JET, which TOTALLY HAS ENOUGH ROOM
FOR MORGAN FREEMAN S W FE; but SCREW THAT because this
CANCER ROAD TRI P is DUDES ONLY.

MORGAN FREEMAN S W FE
Hey, don’t worry about ne. My
husband got Jack to | eave ne a
smal |l fortune in this version, so |
can visit the REAL pyram ds sone
day and not that green screen
bul | shit.

HAYDEN CHRI STENSEN
Tell me about it. They didn't even
bring a surfboard. Lane!

HAYDEN JUMPS into A MORE RI DI CULOUS FI LM and i s NEVER SEEN
AGAI N.

EXT. JACK S PRI VATE Al RPORT

JACK and MORGAN exit JACK S PRI VATE JET so MORGAN can
FI NALLY get back to his WFE and FAM LY.

MORGAN FREEMAN
Hey, Jack. Now that you’ ve finished
draggi ng nmy cancer-ridden ass al
around the world, how about you do
ONE unsel fish thing in your life by
contacting your estranged daughter
before you die?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACK gets

JACK NI CHOLSON
Never! My daughter’s nothing but a
cheap pl ot device masqueradi ng as
backstory because fil mmakers think
conedi es need dramatic third acts
for some reason. |’m so outraged
that you' d even ATTEMPT to arc ne
that our friendship is officially
over until it’s not!

MORGAN FREEMAN
Conme on, Jack. You won't even need
to say anything. 1'Il just read a
few Hal Il mark cards in voiceover
while the two of you stare at each
other. There won’'t be a dry eye in
t he house.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Not a chance, Freeman. Audi ences
WANT ne to be a bastard and |
al ready heard your opening

narration so | know I'||l be getting
a great send off no matter what |
do...in Muy.

back on the PLANE.

JACK NI CHOLSON
And hey, nmake sure to say sone
bul I shit about how great | was for
being a rich selfish bastard who
made everyone el se niserable for
his own anusenent. In return |11
gi ve an amazi ng eul ogy at your
funeral that’s all about nme and how
your death gave neaning to ny life.

MORGAN FREEMAN
| didn’t expect anything |ess.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Now I "m of f to Vegas for hookers
and bl ow. You can narrate your ass
back hone. CQur geriatric road trip
is over, sidekick.

JACK SM RKS, then closes the DOOR to H S PRI VATE JET that he
can afford because HE MAKES HUGE PROFI TS runni ng HOSPI TALS

HE WOULDN

T WANT TO STAY I N

( CONTI NUED)
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MORGAN FREEMAN
Man, 1'd like to narrate hima new
asshol e.

EXT. MOUNT EVEREST, NEPAL

W' re back at the beginning with the MOUNTAI N CLI MBER goi ng
up the MOUNTAI N as MORGAN FREEMAN narrates, because ART.

MORGAN FREEMAN

(Narration)
At this point, | COULD tell you
that both Jack and | eventually
di ed of cancer as the obvious
conclusion to a story that only
seens poi gnant due to the deep
nmel odi ous tone of ny voi ce.

(pause)
And | COULD tell you this is Sean
Hayes clinbing up the nountain to
illegally bury Jack N chol son’s
ashes because he was a selfish
prick who | earned nothing to the

end.

(pause)
But let ne tell you what REALLY
happened.

THE MOUNTAI N CLI MBER reaches the SUW T and renoves his SKi
MASK to reveal that it’'s MORGAN FREEMAN; still alive and
totally NOT doing narration from beyond the grave, because
BLACK CHARACTERS DESERVE HAPPY ENDI NGS TQOO.

JACK NI CHOLSON comnes up behind him [ ooking |Iike THE SAVE
SMUG ASSHOLE he was at the beginning of the film but
HAPPI ER because HE GOT EVERYTH NG HE WANTED and ONLY LEARNED
TO BE NI CE TO Sl DEKI CKS and NOTHI NG ELSE.

JACK lights a LARGE JO NT and takes a HUGE HIT.

MORGAN t akes out JACK S BUCKET LI ST and scratches off "SMXE
DOOBI E | N UNLI KELY PLACE." There's ONE TASK |l eft on the
list: "HELP BLACK MAN FULFI LL LI FELONG DREAM "

JACK NI CHOLSON
Ah, it’s good to be alivel!

MORGAN FREEVAN
Enjoy it while it lasts, Jack.

JACK passes the JO NT to MORGAN

( CONTI NUED)
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10.

JACK NI CHOLSON
You know, Morgan. In the three days
we’ ve known each ot her, you’ve
never told nme what’s on YOUR bucket
list.

MORGAN FREEMAN
Actually, there’s only ONE THI NG
that’s EVER been on MY bucket |ist,
Jack.

JACK NI CHCOLSON
VWhat's that, friend?

MORGAN FREEMAN
Wl |l Jack, ny whole life, | always
wanted to...kill ne a white man.

JACK NI CHOLSON
What ?!

MORGAN shoves JACK of f the MOUNTAIN, then LAUGHS HEARTI LY.

But JACK is STILL CLING NG to the SIDE of the CLIFF.

JACK NI CHOLSON
Morgan! Pl ease! Help ne!

MORGAN FREEVAN
You ain’t dead yet?

JACK NI CHOLSON
Pl ease! 1’| give you anyt hing!
Anything in the worl d!

MORGAN FREEMAN
You need to get busy dying, so |
can get busy Iliving.

He crushes JACK S FI NGERS under his BOOTI. JACK | oses his
GRI P and PLUNGES to his DEATH. MORGAN | ooks on with COVPLETE
SATI SFACTI ON.

MORGAN t akes JACK' S BUCKET LI ST and scratches off THE LAST
| TEM then basks in the GLORY of FINALLY getting H S REWARD
after YEARS of OTHER PEOPLE S BULLSHI T.

MORGAN FREENMAN
(Narration)
Jack Nicholson died in May. He
wasn’t a good man or do any good
deeds, but he becane a little |ess
of an asshol e before he died,
t hanks to a wi se bl ack mechani c.



END

11.



