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EXT. PARK - SERIES OF SHOTS

XI MENA swi pes through her photos folder on her cell phone.
She has several albunms titled ELPIS. She selects one of them
and scrolls through as if showing themto us.

| ESU, 32 years old with long brown hair tucked inside a
hairnet, |oose tendrils sticking to his forehead as he
bestows a bow of soup to waiting hands |i ke a nodern-day
Jesus.

Ximena's thunb swi pes to reveal a nore professional headshot
of ERI K RHODES, 33 years old with ear-length black hair,
deigning to |l ook at you rather than the single red rose
between his index and m ddl e fingers.

Anot her sw pe shows his cousin ORPHEUS, 33 years old with
shorter curly black hair, arnms full of gold trophies,
smrking at the canera.

DOOMVER, 33 years old and pale |ike the noon, |ooking exactly
like the titular nmenme, down to the touque and sunken eyes
taki ng a snoke break outside of a car wash.

JAGUAR, 34 years old wth a healthy tan, his KING S SHADOW
BANGLE (shaped |ike a roaring black panther) prom nent on
his left wist, battling a 65kg barbell wth white knuckl es.

She then Iingers on a photo of STARMAN, 33 years old with
short dirty-blond hair, seemngly seated alone at a
restaurant and gently draped in the nelancholy glow of a
neon bl ue sign.

She gently underlines the words "LOVE, STARVAN' with her
i ndex finger on a sinple, faded announcenent: "Elpis
di sbands after our |ast show "

The park is reflected in her sungl asses--enpty benches and
mat chi ng stage, with only the tentative wind for conpany.

Title card: Finding Elpis
EXT. STAGE - EARLY EVEN NG

It is a sinple stage in a park. 1ESU is on his phone while
ERI K RHODES admires hinself in a pocket mrror and conbs his
hai r, and DOOMER snokes behind the drum set.

In the foreground towards stage right, STARMAN talks to
LENI, 32 years old with wavy bl onde hair, the very inmage of
the sweet girl next door.

STARVAN
Thanks for comng out to this,
Leni .

She squeezes his shoulder. In the background we can just
barely see XIMENA, a slim 33-year-old bl onde woman poi sed
with a canera taking snapshots from behind a tree.



STARVAN
Were even is everyone? Are they
really that happy to get rid of us?

LENI
C non, babe. Cheer up. People stil
like nelodic rock, and they're late
all the tine.

STARVAN
Maybe | shoul d've listened to ny
parents fromthe start.

DOOVER (Q. S.)
Starman! M c¢c check!

STARVAN
Gotta go. See you after the show.

LENI
Love you.

Starman rushes off to the stage before Leni can give hima
good | uck kiss, but rather than |ooking hurt, she puts on a
smle she doesn't entirely feel when she's joined by ORPHEUS
and JAGUAR.

JAGUAR
This is it, huh. Can't help feeling
responsi bl e.

ORPHEUS
We made our choice, Jag. It was for
t he best.

JAGUAR

Was it, though?
O pheus | ooks away.

ORPHEUS
At | east you chose to go. |
coul d' ve done so nuch nore.

LENI
C nmon, you guys. Let's just enjoy
this last show. They've been
wor ki ng so hard for this.

Now Or pheus | ooks on at Erik Rhodes in particular and smles
faintly.

STAGE
THE BAND are standing on the stage, instrunents ready. Erik

Rhodes tunes his violin. Dooner |ooks up at the darkening
sky.



DOOVER
Well, isn't that just perfect. The
day the band dies, it rains.

| ESU
Count on you to punp everyone up,
Doomer .

ERI K RHODES
Spent a whol e week starving for
this thing.

He gestures to his pristine violin, which everyone | ooks
admringly at.

ERI K RHODES ( CONT' D)

Getting it caught in the rainis
the last thing | need.

Starman adjusts his m crophone, his voice tight.

STARVAN
Let's just play, |ike we planned.

Lightning strikes and rain falls. Everyone groans as they
t ake cover under the neagre overhang, packed |ike sardines.

ERI K RHODES
Can't we just go hone? No one's
here and no one will be here.
DOOVER

Maki ng a big cerenony about Elpis
breaking up after this is just
cringe, anyway.

| ESU
| hate to say it but yeah. WAs good
while it |asted.

STARVAN
You guys. ..

Li ghtning strikes again and the rain falls harder. A |ight
cuts through it and shines on the band.

| ESU
Who ordered the spotlight?

STARVAN
Not ne...

He shields his eyes with his hand and with a start, notices
he's levitating.

STARVAN
VWhat the--7?



| esu, Dooner and Eri k Rhodes al so begin to levitate,
dropping their instrunents, with the |one exception of Erik
Rhodes.

ERI K RHODES
lesu! Did you order The Rapture?

They then shoot up inside the pillar of light, al
scream ng

I NT. LOR SALVI ATOR S SPACESHI P

THE BAND find thenselves in a heap on the floor of the
spaceship. Its colours are alnost entirely iridescent with
w de wi ndows as big as walls, not out of place in a 1960s
sci-fi but noticeably better-I ooking.

Eri k Rhodes gets up first as he | ooks around, slapping his
cheeks with both hands. He then pauses and renenbers his
violin and when he | ooks at it, broken fromall the excess
body wei ght, he wails like his own child got hurt.

Starman pinches hinself and | esu and Dooner both rush
towards opposite ends of the spaceship to | ook out of the
W ndows.

DOOVER
Toto, | don't think we're in Kansas
anynore.

| ESU

| thought ny mushroom onel ette
tasted weird this norning.

LOR SALVI ATOR, a 7-foot tall humanoid alien with purple skin
and a bald head wearing robes not unlike a wi zard's, appears
fromthe cockpit. Wien he speaks, Doomer tries to act fierce
by putting unsnoked cigarettes between his fingers |ike

Wl verine's cl aws.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Greetings, gentlenmen of Elpis! | do
apol ogi se for this rather abrupt
i ntroduction. As perhaps your nost

ardent fan, | sinply couldn't allow
you to di sband w t hout neeting you
first.

He reveal s that underneath his w zard-li ke robes he is
wearing an El pis band T-shirt.

STARVAN
VWhat the hell? Were'd you get that
shirt?

ERI K RHODES

Qur 'npbst ardent fan'? That's a
hell of a thing to say when you
( MORE)



ERI K RHODES (cont' d)
ki dnap people and break their
violins. Wo even are you?

LOR SALVI ATOR
"' m known as Lor Sal viator, but you
can call me Lor. I'"moriginally
fromthe planet Elpis, though |I'm
really sonething of a collector of
pl anets, you can say.

ERI K RHODES
El pis. ..
DOQOVER
Lor Salviator... that sounds |like a

crazy band nane!

| ESU
Are you seriously gonna ignore the
part where he said he collects
pl anet s?

ERI K RHODES
You're such a big fan that you
named your planet after us?

LOR SALVI ATOR
| understand that this is all very
strange to you. But you nust
under st and, gentl enen. You have
been m staken this whole tine about
your popul arity.

He gestures to outer space fromthe w ndows, in the far
di stance is a space whal e al nost indistinguishable fromthe
stars.

LOR SALVI ATOR ( CONT' D)
Qut here you are the very stuff of
| egends. Your nusic has brought us
t oget her, stopped entire wars. You
are sinply unpopul ar on your hone
pl anet .

STARVAN
On Earth? | could' ve told you that.

Eri k Rhodes scoffs, smrk wide. If he had glasses this is
where they would glint.

ERI K RHODES
They don't call aliens intelligent
life for nothing, if they're all in

|l ove with me.

DOOVER
Al ways t hi nki ng about yourself as
usual , eh, Rhodes?



| ESU
You' re just gonna ignore the part
where he says we're the reason
aliens aren't at war?

LOR SALVI ATOR
That's right. | wanted to prove to
you that you shouldn't give up.
just had to be a little nore
forceful about it.

STARMAN
"Forceful "?

LOR SALVI ATOR
My previous nethods just weren't
wor ki ng, they were nuch too subtle!
| never knew you had such a thing
as spamenails or that humans
forget their dreans al nost
i edi at el y upon waki ng!

DOOVER
That one's a pain to deal with for
sure.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Not to nention your newspapers are
now practically useless, so full of
lies and other distractions.

STARMAN
That's all very nice, but we're
still confused. Like right now,

where are we? Wat are we on?

LOR SALVI ATOR
You are on ny spaceship and right
now we are currently headed towards
your noon. Before we get started on
the tour, I've taken the liberty of
setting up for you, there are a
coupl e things we have to do first.
Two of your biggest fans are
absol utely beside thenselves with
excitenment to see you.

ERI K RHODES
|'"d be glad to neet them

LOR SALVI ATOR
O course, M Rhodes. Please sit
over there while we | and.

He notions towards four rather confortabl e-1o0oking seats
before noving towards the cockpit. Qutside of the w ndows
Earth can be seen in stark relief, and Starman is
particularly arrested by the sight.



EXT. STAGE - N GHT

Meanwhil e, on their show on Earth, the crowd has grown
fairly large and they are standing around in wait, X MENA
blending in with them

LENI practically stabs her phone's keypad with her finger
and presses it close to her ear, then shakes her head.

LENI
O course your phone dies.

ORPHEUS and JAGUAR exchange a quick glance at the famliar
experience, a flash of frustration on the fornmer's face.

ORPHEUS
| guess we can step up and do
sonething in the neantine. These
people didn't show up just to m ss
t he show.

He nods, grin wide as he clenches his fist before him In
any other circunstance his tooth would glint.

ORPHEUS
Leave it to Jag and I. Gve thema
taste of the old Elpis. They' |l owe
us for this.

O pheus and Jaguar | eave to go onstage. Jaguar picks up the
second bass guitar and O pheus the guitar, tapping the
m cr ophones.

Upon the third tap, the crowd stops nmurnuring and wait as
they start a song. The spotlight shines on them as they
pl ay, the crowd nurnuring again but sone cheering. Len
wri ngs her hands.

LENI
Where did you go?

Meanwhi | e, O pheus and Jaguar wap up their song to decent
appl ause.

ORPHEUS
How s everyone doi ng tonight?

The audi ence cheers.

ORPHEUS
Jaguar and | wanted to thank you
for comng. W' re sure you're
wonderi ng where Starman, |esu
Dooner, and Eri k Rhodes are. The
truth is...



JAGUAR

They called us to sub for them due
to unforseen conplications. W know
you' ve been waiting for this |ast

show so let's have a good tine
while we wait for themto cone
back.

The audi ence gives confused appl ause while O pheus and
Jaguar start with another song. Meanwhile Leni | ooks out at
a blink-and-you'll-mss-it flash in the sky.

I NT. LOR SALVI ATOR S SPACESHI P

As LOR SALVIATOR is driving and nearing the noon, a
transm ssion cones in on the dashboard. H s eyebrow ridges
furrow at the seem ngly unknown nunber it's com ng from but

nonet hel ess accepts it and QZZY cones on,

a young boy no

ol der than 14 with shaggy silver hair and matching eyes.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Can | help you?

Qzzy
| actually got through. You're Lor
Sal vi at or.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Yes, | am he.

Ozzy gushes, just like he's neeting his favourite celebrity,
t hen claps his hands over his nouth when he gets too | oud.

Qazzy

Don't tell anyone, but |'m your

bi ggest fan.
LOR SALVI ATOR

| ' m honoured to hear that, sir...

Qzzy
Ozzy.

LOR SALVI ATOR

Sir Ozzy. I'mafraid | can't talk

ri ght now.

Qazzy

That's okay, we'll be seeing you
real soon. But listen, keep this
nmeeting a secret, okay? |'m not

allowed to use the comms.

Lor Salviator is about to respond when the transm ssion
cuts. He then | ands the spaceship before a | arge crystal
castle and then swipes his fingers on the dashboard | og.

LOR SALVI ATOR
One way.



He t hinks about this for just a nonent, wondering if he
shoul d be concer ned.

Meanwhile, in the sitting area, THE BAND sit on the couch,
seeing the passing stars and glinpses of Earth getting
further away. A neteor passes in the distance.

STARVAN
Gal actic superstars. Us.

ERI K RHODES
Vel l, who else? God forbid N cky
ever becones one.

DOOVER
Hey, it's better than the creeping
hel | scape that Earth keeps wanting
to becone. | really hope these fans
of ours don't think we're lame if
they get to know us.

ERI K RHODES
Just let me do the tal king, then.
You couldn't ask for a better
wi ngman than yours truly.

LOR SALVI ATOR (O.S.)
Gentl enen, we will be |anding soon.
Pl ease renmai n seat ed.

From t he wi ndows t he approachi ng curve of THE MOON becones
vi si ble and the spaceship huns as it gets ever closer and
finally | ands.

EXT. PRI NCESS ALMAS' S CASTLE
Title card: Mon, Mare Serenitatis
LOR SALVI ATOR escorts THE BAND out of his spaceship.

They are on the light side of the noon. Mon jellyfish
"swni in the air above the mare.

STARNVAN
| s anyone el se seeing this or did |
snmoke too nmuch before the show?

One of them seens to dance around | esu and he evades it as
much as he can while being delighted at being chosen by it.

PRI NCESS ALMAS, early 20s with long flow ng silver hair and
wearing a wedding dress, runs towards themw th her majestic
crystal castle behind her.

Eri k Rhodes | ooks excited to see her until she runs cl ean
past himand hol ds Dooner's hands, resulting in the forner
| ooki ng quite affronted.
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LOR SALVI ATOR
May | introduce you, gentlenen, Sir
Dooner in particular, to Her
H ghness Princess Al nas.

DOOVER
Pri ncess?

PRI NCESS ALMAS
| hope you can forgive nme for
calling you out like this. It's an
honour to finally neet you.

DOOVER
Li kew se. .

He does a shallow bow, clearly unsure if it's appropriate.
Princess Almas titters.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
You' re just as handsome in person,
Sir Doomer. Just |ike Endym on

hi nsel f.
DOQVER
Me?
ERI K RHODES
Yeah, uh... You know |I'm here,

right, Princess?

Her eyes are shining just |ike dianonds, and she | ooks just
i ke she would in a 1970s shoujo manga, conplete with the
jellyfish acting |ike sparkly stars and even bl oom ng roses.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
The very heartbeat of the band and
all its songs, a man so full of
nysteries | could study himfor
entire lifetimes and still not
unearth all there is to know about
him ..

To the rest of the band's surprise, Dooner is suddenly

| ooki ng much handsonmer than usual with a clean shaven face
and even cl eaned eyebrows, and his brown hair neatly brushed
wi t hout his touque.

DOOVER
Well... As soon as this tour's done
"1l come back to you. Go to the
moon for a girl a second tine.

Now Princess Almas herself seens to shine, and she enbraces
Dooner just like a | over would, and he reciprocates the
action. He even has that single tooth sparkle, conplete with
a "ding!"
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Even a slight distance away fromthe band they're clearly in
their owmn little shoujo manga worl d.

ERI K RHODES
VWhat the hell am | watching, sone
girly ani me?

LOR SALVI ATOR
Her Hi ghness has been an avid fan
of El pis since your inception, Sir
Dooner in particular. It's
wonderful to see themgetting al ong
so wel | .

Eri k Rhodes swall ows his envy whole, while |Iesu | ooks
tenderly on like it cuts himjust alittle bit deeper.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Don't worry, Sir lesu, |'msure our
next destination will be just as
delightful for you

| ESU
What, do | also get a princess?

LOR SALVI ATOR
No, | daresay this one is nore
personal to you

ERI K RHODES
What about ne? Don't | get
sonet hi ng?

LOR SALVI ATOR
Rest assured, M Rhodes, you shan't
be di sappointed in due tine.

St arman neanwhil e 1 ooks on at Dooner and Princess Al nmas, a
t housand different enptions all over his face. Princess
Al mas snaps back to reality.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
Pl ease pardon ne, | forgot nyself
entirely. Conme inside, |'ve had ny
mai ds prepare you a feast.

She | eads the way, hol ding Dooner's hand.
| NT. PRI NCESS ALMAS' S CASTLE

Even LOR SALVIATOR is dwarfed by the high ceilings in the
parl our, to say nothing of THE BAND practically being

bl i nded by the crystals making up everything. PRI NCESS ALMAS
continues |eading them practically skipping ahead.

Eri k Rhodes whistles as he takes everything in, |esu nudging
him Starman pauses to | ook at the gate, presumably where
Earth is. Even though Lor Salviator doesn't do anything to
break himout of his reverie, he snaps out of it when
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eclipsed by him and follows the others.

He catches glinpses of tapestries bearing enbroideries of
the Earth and the noon, as if telling stories of how it
happened. He stops upon seeing one of PANDORA' S VAULT
surrounded by billions of stars pouring out of it, nade of
crystals.

Lor Salviator then stops to | ook over at him the corner of
his mouth tugging just a little bit, his eyes a little |ess
soft as he joins himbefore it.

LOR SALVI ATOR
This is the story of how the
uni verse was born. When Pandora's
Vault was first opened.

STARVAN
Real | y?

LOR SALVI ATOR
Yes, as | understand it, on Earth
you call it "The Big Bang Theory."

STARMVAN
| don't know nuch about it. It's
just a theory, anyway.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Quite so. The universe is a gift,
Sir Starman.

STARVAN
| don't want the universe, though
| don't even really want Earth.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| see it's Earth customto be
nodest. It's strangely adm rabl e.
But don't let's keep Her Highness
wai ting, Sir Starman.

He patiently waits for Starman to be done standing there in
silent arrest and then brings up the rear, like a kindly
father watching his child make his first steps forward.

| NT. PANDORAN WARSHI P

The interior of the warship is made of what | ooks |ike wood,
covered with tapestries illustrating fanous historical
battles, primarily Mngolian style.

At the bowis LEON, a 33-year old young man wth | ong

| uxurious reddish-blond hair, heroic build and piercing
honey-gol d eyes, sits on top of a lion-like throne with his
chin on his left fist.

He watches the gal axy pass by at a leisurely pace. Wth his
ot her hand he opens a | ocket whose inner picture we don't
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see.

TICGRIS, a man sonewhere in his |late 30s-early 40s with
flamng red hair tied back and tawny eyes, appears at his
si de.

TIGRI'S
To think, once upon a tine all of
these stars--the entire
uni ver se! - - bel onged to Pandora. And
t hen The Vault was opened.

Léon cl oses his | ocket.

TIGRS
It is mandated we take it all back.
Make great our nanme once again.
Wth you on the throne once and for
all, Your Hi ghness.

LEON
And take it back, we shall. But the
gal axy seens rather silent, does it
not? Mght be a trap lying in wait.

TIGRI'S
It's only because they've heard
word of our advance. It's been a
good m |l ennium Your Hi ghness.
They must be trenbling agai nst
Pandora's m ght, even in its
shadows.

LEON
| suppose that's correct.
TIGR 'S

Forgi ve me, Your Hi ghness, but you
may rest assured that this tine we

will be successful.
LEON
| ndeed. .. those who dare cal

t henselves "Elpis'...

He balls his fists. Tigris |ooks sonberly on. Léon draws a
shuddering breath and finally rises.
LEON
"' mgoing to ny chanbers. Alert ne
should it be necessary.
Tigris bows and Léon | eaves him
| NT. PRI NCESS ALMAS' S CASTLE

ERI K RHODES and STARMAN are seated in a wi ndow nook
over | ooki ng THE EARTH. Erik Rhodes is absolutely in |ove
with the sight while Starman i s heartbroken.
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ERI K RHODES
It's funny, isn't it? You hear al
the time about how small people
feel thinking about how big outer
space is... | think I get it now.
Hel |, this makes nme wanna wite a
bunch of songs.

STARVAN
Good for you, man.

ERI K RHODES
What, you really don't get any
i deas |l ooking at the earth fromthe
noon?

St ar man shakes hi s head.

ERI K RHODES
Not hi ng that inspires you, mnakes
you go "this is the BEST idea |'ve
ever had inny life"?

St arman shakes his head again.

ERI K RHODES
Not hi ng that nmakes you wonder what
else is out here for us to see,
that we can't even inmagi ne?

STARVAN
No. | just look at the earth and
wish I was still there.

A single el egant eyebrow raised, Erik Rhodes shakes his head
at any retort he would've had and instead his attention
shifts to DOOVER and PRI NCESS ALMAS in the garden not too
far away, admring the jellyfish "sw mm ng" before them

He | eans forward just a little bit, chin in hand, eyes soft
i ke he's imagining sonething he'd never say out | oud.
Starman then stornms off, and Eri k Rhodes doesn't pay him any
further m nd.

As he | eaves, Starman bunps into ESU who is in turn
marvelling at a marble staircase adorned with a royal blue
rug, not |east due to the fact that above it hang
chandel i ers nmade of di anonds.

He's so noved that the only way he can speak is through
prayer, and even then it's so quiet and reverent that you
can only hear it in total silence.

Starman remains there with him as if waiting for the
faithful energy to rub off on him but ultimtely he | eaves
hi m and makes his way back to the tapestry of Pandora's
Vault, and studies it again.
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STARVAN
The birth of the universe, huh. Al
that led to this.

He | ooks around, pretending he wasn't just talking to

hi nsel f.

In the di
Lor Sal vi

St ar nan,
t apestry
bi rt hing

LOR SALVI ATOR joins him

LOR SALVI ATOR
| rather adore that story nyself,
how Pandora's Vault birthed the
uni verse. Regrettably | never got
to see it nyself.

STARNVAN
Mist ' ve been sonet hi ng.

LOR SALVI ATOR
I ndeed it must have been. |'m
afraid that |'ve spent the whol e of
ny life standing in the shadows of
my ancestor's achi evenents.
Nonet hel ess, Sir Starman, were it
not for the birth of the universe,
| would not have net you

STARVAN
You too, huh? | guess that's
sonet hi ng we have in common.

LOR SALVI ATOR

Your famly owns a... Car wash, |
believe you call it?
STARVAN

It's nothing special, but |ooking
back, it lasted a good few years.

O course that's nothing on how old
t he universe is.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Maybe not, but every sliver of

time, no matter how small, can
beconme sonet hing precious, can't
it?

stance the sounds of Erik Rhodes's violin echoes.
ator closes his eyes and gently sways to the nusic.

not listening hinself, sinply keeps staring at the
of Pandora's Vault, alnost in disappointnment for
t he universe and bringing himhere.

EXT. PRI NCESS ALMAS' S CASTLE

Meanwhi | e, outside where there are many nore jellyfish
"sw mm ng, " DOOMVER and PRI NCESS ALMAS sit on a stone bench

over | ooki

ng THE EARTH.
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DOOVER
| like your jellyfish farm

PRI NCESS ALMAS
Thank you, it's my hobby, al ongside
listening to your nusic. Sonetines
you see rabbits here as well, they
make delicious nochi .

Dooner finally | ooks at the Earth.

DOOVER
Must be sonet hing | ooking at the
Earth like this all the tine. You
have no idea how things are right
now.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
| assure you, | do. It may not be
instant, Sir Dooner, but | know you
wi |l change it soneday.

DOOVER
Heh. Don't know about that, but |
guess it's worth a shot.

Princess Almas titters and | ooks up at the Earth, too.
EXT. STAGE - N GHT

ORPHEUS and JAGUAR are playing "Elysia," a keyboard and
acoustic guitar nmedly on their respective instrunents.

O pheus especially appears to have an aura around himas he
pl ays that |ike space dust spreads across the audience, and
a few of them w pe away tears.

When they're finished, they earn a raucous applause that's
al nost as inpressive as what Elpis got on the titular

pl anet. Orpheus takes a bow while Jaguar reluctantly
fol | ows.

ORPHEUS
Once again, thank you all for
com ng out to our show.

He stands smling with his arns out for a few seconds and
then foll ows Jaguar backst age.

JAGUAR
Hey, uh... No sign of themat all,
it looks |ike. Wiy would they bai
on their own farewell show?

ORPHEUS
Hell if | know, especially Erik.

When they are behind the stage, LEN is there, expression
even nore distant than the band currently is. Jaguar is the
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first to reach her

JAGUAR
Len... Nothing at all?

She shakes her head, the very light in her eyes al nost
snuf fed out.

LENI
It's weird... N cky, when you
pl ayed, | al nost forgot they
weren't up there with you.

She brightens up a little bit.

LENI
| swear | coul d' ve seen them on
stage, all of you together again,
just like the old days.

Jaguar and O pheus exchange a brief | ook.

LENI
But then | snapped out of it the
noment you stopped playi ng.

ORPHEUS
Damm. Sorry, Len.

LENI
It's not your fault. | was
projecting. But yeah. | don't know
what to do.

JAGUAR
|"msure they' Il turn up.

XI MENA surrepticiously watches them from behind a tree.
EXT. SIRIUS - DAYTI ME

LOR SALVI ATOR has brought THE BAND out of the spaceship
behind themto the dog planet Sirius, a green paradise ful
of all manner of sticks and everything dogs | ove.

Al'l sorts of DOGS who rush up towards them nost of them
towards | esu, who doesn't know who to pet first. Before |ong
he's football tackled by so many dogs that it's al nost

i npossible to see him

LOR SALVI ATOR
You are the nost bel oved menber
here on Sirius, Sir lesu. A
t hrough word of mouth from your
bi ggest fan.

|l esu gently gets up again, though still several dogs try to
clinmb up on him
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| ESU
My biggest fan, on a dog planet...
Wait, you don't nean--

LOR SALVI ATOR
Here he cones now.

In the distance a figure cones running, getting bigger and
bigger the closer it gets. It is AKIRA a sprightly
Rottweiler. He tackles lesu and licks his face.

| ESU
Aki r al

He hugs him | aughing.

DOOVER
Didn't Akira die like two years
ago? How d he end up here?

LOR SALVI ATOR
Al'l dogs eventual |y take residence
on Sirius.

lesu slowly gets up, Akira in his arns.

ERI K RHODES
Hey, so... Can we bring himwth
us? Call hima team pet or
sonet hi ng?

LOR SALVI ATOR
|"mafraid not. For you see, once a
dog returns to Sirius, he or she
may never |leave. This is their true

hone.

ERI K RHODES
But... W will cone back here,
right?

LOR SALVI ATOR
O course. Akira will be waiting
for you. Incidentally he's made
friends with Lai ka and Hachi ko. |'m
sure they would al so | ove to neet
you, as would all the ones you' ve
seen on your |nternet.

| esu gl ances fromthe band to Akira, and gul ps.

| ESU
|"msorry, guys. | don't wanna say
goodbye to hi m again, however
tenporarily. | won't do the tour
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STARVAN
So now not only do you not wanna go
home, but you want to stay here on
a planet full of dogs.

He throws his hands up, the very personification of defeat.

STARVAN
We've | ost you forever.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Looks like I ruined things a little
bit.

DOOVER
This is alittle nore than "a
l[ittle bit." You just used the
nucl ear option, or whatever your
version of that is.

LOR SALVI ATOR
So much | still don't understand
about humans despite studying them
for so long...

He thinks about it as the other dogs give the band
attention. lesu, neanwhile, |ooks at Akira.

| ESU
You're still gonna be here, eh,
boy?
Aki ra barks.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Look, here's Hachi ko hinmsel f, right
along with Laika.

HACHI KO, an Akita, appears al ongside LAl KA a part-husky and
part-terrier nongrel dog. They both approach lesu as he
opens his arns and hugs all three dogs.

| ESU
At | east you won't be alone this
time. I"'msorry you all had to wait

so long, but it's good to know
you' re honme, eh? And you're happy.

lesu lets go of them and gets up, rubbing his eye.

| ESU
You' ve been watching nme all this
time from here?

LOR SALVI ATOR
| ndeed he has. Never once m ssed a
singl e show, and | daresay he
woul dn't dream of m ssing the tour.
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Aki ra barks in agreenent.

| ESU
You're right, I'mstill in. Let's
do this tour.

Lor Sal vi ator nods al ongside Eri k Rhodes and Dooner, Starman
allowing hinself to be distracted by the dogs vying for his
attention. He cracks a smle as he kneels to pet them

STARNVAN
You guys got it all figured out.
Al'l you got to do is play, not
wor ry about anyt hi ng.

He gives them both belly rubs. A big dog clearly not from
Earth, as big as a lion, joins themholding not a stick but
an entire small tree trunk in its nouth, and it's about as
tall as Starman.

STARVAN
Hah, you win for the best stick.

He gets up and takes hold of the trunk, but the big alien
dog naturally won't let himactually throwit.

STARVAN
Hah. Guess "No fetch, only throw'
is universal

He nonetheless still tries to westle it away fromthe alien
dog, but it's nuch too strong. Nevertheless, as if taking
pity on him it lets the trunk go and Starman lifts it up
and throws it like a javelin, the dogs running after it |ike
an entire furry battalion, maybe even a tidal wave.

| NT. PANDORA PALACE - VAULT CHAMBER

Meanwhi | e, on Pandora, the titular VAULT stands, a | arge
gol den cube with a flower of life pattern etched into it.

QzzY' S sil houette is visible alongside that of Pl ROUZ, who
is an ol der boy of about 16 with golden hair and tear marks
on his face |like a cheetah.

Their shoul ders hunch, their breaths bated at the unearthly
silence of Pandora's Vault.

Pirouz grabs Ozzy's arm
Pl ROUZ

C non, let's go before Palang or
Koko Khanoum see us.

ozzY
| wonder if it's true that there
are nonsters in there.

Pirouz hisses, his hair standing on end.



21.

Pl ROUZ
Al the nore reason we should nove
it.

He tries in vain to pull Ozzy away, but for his size he's
surprisingly heavy, even just out of sheer stubbornness.
Then, he does nove, but towards it, with a very slow,
determ ned prow .

Pl ROUZ
What are you doi ng? Your
curiosity's gonna get both of us
kill ed!

ozzY
That sounds fun.

They both junp when a sound |like a roaring car engine is
heard fromthe inside of The Vault. They both grab each

other as it gets |ouder and |ouder, even noreso when The
Vault appears to glow |ike a bursting star.

EXT. ELPIS - N GHT
Title card: Elpis (the planet)

STARMAN shields his eyes and a | arge AUDI ENCE of tens of
t housands of attendees cheers.

The stadiumis held inside a giant nmountain and in the

di stance is an expansive forest. THE BAND is all equi pped
wi th nmuch flashier instrunments, Erik Rhodes in particular
hol ding a pure white violin.

LOR SALVI ATOR steps up hol ding a m crophone.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Thank you all very nmuch for
wai ting. Wthout further ado, here
is Elpis, the band!

He gestures for the band to begin. Iesu exchanges a | ook

wi th Starman before plucking the opening bass notes while
Dooner begi ns banging on the druns. They play "Seven Seal s"
and the audi ence cheers so loudly their music can't be

easi |y heard.

STARMVAN
Jesus Christ...

| ESU
You're telling ne...

They are all stone-faced except for Erik Rhodes who bows
theatrically with a beatific smle as the audience calls for
an encore following his violin solo, which he happily
obl i ges, blow ng kisses to the scream ng fans.
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Dooner chuckl es, shaking his head. He's not donning his
touque so his hair |looks slightly wavy and |ight, and he's
al nost as handsone as Eri k Rhodes.

DOOVER
Absol utely bonbed that one and
they're eating it right up

LOR SALVI ATOR
Ladi es and gentl emen, thank you for
your attendance. That concl udes our
first show. Let's hear it again for
El pi s!

They cheer again and Starman is carried back onto the stage,
hel ped up by lesu and they all bow as the stage lights dim

They meke their way back to the spaceship but Erik Rhodes is
stopped by three young ELPI AN GROUPI ES who |i ke Lor
Salviator are tall with purple skin and wearing el egant

r obes.

ELPI AN GROUPI E 1
Eri k Rhodes! In the fl esh!

ERI K RHODES
Yeah, it's ne.

She gushes and nearly faints.

ELPI AN GROUPI E 2
You're our favourite! Please, can
you stay a little | onger?

ERI K RHODES
|'"d love to stay and chat, but we
gotta go. See you at our next show?

He begins to reluctantly | eave and nore groupies nuscle in
in front of each other.

The growng crowd is at | east ten people deep and every
single one of themwants to reach out and touch Eri k Rhodes,
and they scream at each other to get out of the way.

ERI K RHODES
Ladi es, please! There's plenty of
me to go around!

No sooner than he says this does this spark a full on riot
bet ween the groupies, where he's basically the rope in a
t ug- of - war .

ERI K RHODES
Not the shirt! It's inported!

He tries to wiggle hinself free and once he does, all their
attention is on himand he runs for all he's worth towards
t he ship, the door slanm ng shut behind him
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I NT. LOR SALVI ATOR S SPACESHI P

ERI K RHODES pants from behind the door, groaning when he
turns to see that parts of his inported shirt have actually
been ripped off in the scuffle. STARVAN | ooks over from his
seat .

ERI K RHODES
I"'mall for this, but they ruined
ny favourite shirt. Still, they
were fighting this hard over me, so
maybe 1'1|l just have to get a new
favourite shirt.

STARVAN
|"'mcalling a neeting.

ERI K RHODES
Seriously? Al right, give ne a
sec, | can't wear this. RIP shirt.

THE BAND are then all seated, the air tense as a neeting
begi ns. Erik Rhodes is now wearing a band shirt naturally
with hinself on it.

Starman, practically folding in on hinmself with his hands
before his lips in a prayer position, nonetheless sits up to
face the others.

STARVAN
Quys, |'ve nmade a deci sion

ERI K RHODES
Let's have it.

STARVAN
You guys are locked in, | can tell.
And I"'mreally glad to see it.
We're nore united than ever.

| ESU
That's a good thing, isn't it? It's
what you want ed.

STARVAN
Yeah, but again, |'ve been
t hi nking. That was ny | ast show.

DOOVER
Are you serious?

| ESU
After all this?

Eri k Rhodes scoffs, shaking his head as he contains boiling
rage behind his beautiful face.
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ERI K RHODES
You know, | can see why N cky
wanted you out. This is the result
of all your thinking, after we
literally came so far we're out of
this world?

A very faint red aura bl oons around him sonmewhere between a
rose and fire.

ERI K RHODES
You didn't even want to be a real
rockstar underneath it all, did

you? You just liked the idea of it.

Dooner takes a tentative sip of his can of Sucker Punch,
flinching as he feels rather than sees the reddening aura.

ERI K RHODES
The mnute it all got too real for
you, when your pipe dream becane
reality, all you could think about
was when it's over

Then, he has a revelation with stunning, even shaneful
clarity.

ERI K RHODES
Say you get what you want. You go
back to just being Tom Do you
actual ly, seriously think, that
Leni woul d be happy know ng you did
it for her?

Dooner hisses inwardly, even lesu hurriedly gestures "cut it
out."

ERI K RHODES
If I were her, I'd dunp your ass
ri ght now.

Starman and Eri k Rhodes both |unge at each other fromtheir
seats, as lesu tries hopelessly to break them up. Dooner,
meanwhil e, still treats it like a juicy TV drana.

| ESU
Dooner! Hel p ne out here!

DOOVER
We all knew this was com ng. Too
bad we don't have popcorn.

| esu shakes his head and finally steps in and grabs both of
them by the ear, instantly stopping the fight. Dooner is
even nore interested now.

| ESU
Al'l right, that's it. Neither of
you get to talk.
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ERI K RHODES
But - -

| ESU
No buts! I've had it with both of
you being idiots about this whole
t hing. Yeah, it sucks that you have
to be away fromLeni, and that you
t hrew your cousin under the bus.
But guess what? W were neant for
this role one way or another. God
only gives you as nuch as you can
handl e, and neither of you are in
t hi s al one.

Starman and Eri k Rhodes both exchange softening gl ances
while wincing in pain as lesu holds onto their ears.

| ESU
Maybe we will break up after all at
sonme point. That's fine, everything
has its own tineline. But if we
are, I'd rather it be for a real
reason, not because we can't handl e
a chal | enge.

Satisfied, if alittle winded, he lets go of their ears.

| ESU
| swear, the one tine | don't have
a spray bottle on ne.

Dooner claps. Starman wal ks away in a huff.

LOR SALVI ATOR who is standing as he watches the distance
they are traversing, which |ooks |like a starry night sky. He
stays right where he is, not turning to face Starnman.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Isn"t it marvellous, Sir Starman?
Such a wonderful start to your
gal axy-w de tour

Starman now stands beside him shaking just a little bit.

LOR SALVI ATOR
And you' Il only get better and
better once you get used to |arger
audi ences.

Starman does his best not to | ook swayed, keeping a stiff
upper lip.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| daresay before long you'll be
known on every corner of the
uni ver se



STARNVAN
Lor, please, turn the ship around.
| need to go back to Leni.

LOR SALVI ATOR
You will. I don't intend to hold
you hostage, you know.

STARVAN
That's not the point! Look, maybe
t hese guys don't, but | want to go
home. Leni needs ne.

LOR SALVI ATOR
It's a wonderful thing to be
needed.

STARVAN
Look, turn this ship around and
take me hone or 1'I1]--

Now Lor Salviator turns to literally | ook down on him face

dark and serious unlike his usual joviality,
swal l ows all the words he was about to say.

LOR SALVI ATOR
O you'll what? Sir Starman, you do
realise you're on ny ship, correct?

STARMAN
Yeah...?

LOR SALVI ATOR
And you' ve never once ventured
out si de of your hone planet?

STARMAN
Vell, no, it's not like |I even
coul d, but--

LOR SALVI ATOR
So | don't inmagine you know your
way around the gal axy.

Starman | ooks away in defeat, and Lor Sal vi at
softens.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| understand your feelings, but

good sir, you're still thinking
much too small. You have a very
i nportant role out here.
STARVAN
Conme on... We're not actually the

gal axy's favourite band.

26.

and St ar man

or's expression



LOR SALVI ATOR
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I nteresting, even when | showed you
El pis' entire popul ace com ng out
to your first show, you're stil

convi nced they don't nean
to you.

STARMAN
| never said that.

LOR SALVI ATOR
No, but it's how you feel,

anyt hi ng

correct?

None of it matters as |long as you
still have M ss Leni by your side.

Starman poi ses hinself to retort, fi
folds, lost for words. Lor Salviator

LOR SALVI ATOR
| suppose | was a little t
forceful after all. Al ow
make it up to you
He dials sonething into the dashboar
| NT. STARMAN AND LENI'S APARTMENT -

The apartnment is cozy and lived-in,

nger raised, and then
's expression is kind.

(0] 0]
me to

d.
NI GHT

with different rock band

posters and phot ographs lining every available stretch of

wal | .

The television turns on by itself, as we hear but don't see
Dooner, lesu, and Dooner, whose voices sound |ike
recordi ngs, gradually rousing O pheus and Jaguar awake who

wer e asl eep on the couch.

DOOVER (Q. C.)
Crazy how El pis has Sucker
Coul d've sworn | dreant it

|ESU (O C.)

Punch.

Lor did say he tried to reach us in

our dreans so technically

you

m ght've. Though by all accounts it

was free advertising for t

DOOVER (Q. C.)
You think one day they're
advertise like this on Ear

hem

gonna
th? G ve

everyone a mandatory brain chip and
you can't bl ock ads, and all your
dreans are really gonna be ads? And
you just keep funnelling nore and
nore noney that isn't even rea

into products and services until

you're really just a glori
machi ne masqueradi ng as a

fied
human?
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|ESU (O C.)
Dude, don't even joke about that.

ERI K RHODES (0. C.)
That | ast show was easily the best
|"ve ever done, though. You guys
were all right, | guess.

DOOVER (Q. C.)
Gee, thanks, Erik.

ORPHEUS rubs his eyes.
ORPHEUS
Man, what tine is it? Wiy're you
watching TV all of a sudden?
JAGUAR yawns.
JAGUAR
| was just gonna ask you the sane
t hi ng.

LENI enters the living room rubbing her eye, languid from
j ust havi ng been awakened.

LENI
You guys, the neighbours're gonna
conpl ai n.
They all jolt fully awake upon seeing STARVAN on screen

Leni making a beeline for it, ignoring the thunping sounds
from the nei ghbours.

LENI
Babe! What the hell, | gotta be
dream ng t hi s!
STARVAN
You're not. It's actually ne.
LENI
How are you talking to nme fromthe
TV?
STARVAN
Long story.
LENI
Tell me, 1've been worried sick!

You just ran out on your |ast show
wi thout telling nme anything. What
the hell was that all about?

STARVAN
You're totally not gonna believe
it.

Leni | aughs.



LENI
You're gonna tell nme you got
abducted by aliens or sonething?

29.

Starman chuckl es weakly. Leni stops smling as she absorbs
the realisation. O pheus and Jaguar | augh.

ORPHEUS
That mekes sense. Abducted by
aliens. It's so obvious.

LOR SALVI ATCOR appears onscreen, spooking them

St arman cl
he pl aces
Leni .

He | ooks away ever-so-slightly,

JAGUAR
That is sone insane stage makeup

LOR SALVI ATOR
You nust pardon ne, sirs and nadam
| did indeed snag them away w t hout
your perm ssion. My nane is Lor
Sal viator and we have just left ny
honme pl anet Elpis, where we just
had a wonderful start to our tour.

ORPHEUS
A planet called El pis?

LOR SALVI ATOR
It is an honour to make your
acquai ntance, Sirs Jaguar and
O pheus. Such a shane you had
irreconcilable differences with the
rest of Elpis, otherwise this tour
woul d doubt| ess be an even bigger
success.

JAGUAR
Did you just say "tour"?

ears his throat and as Lor Sal vi ator steps aside,
hi s hand agai nst the screen as if reaching out to

STARNVAN
Look, Leni. Like Lor said, we're
gonna be touring the gal axy.

STARMAN
If we don't, whole planets'l
literally riot.

t hough his hand |ingers.

He | ooks at his hand and takes it back, and O pheus scoffs.

ORPHEUS
O literally all the bands to ever
exist, ours is the one to hold the
( MORE)
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ORPHEUS (cont' d)
uni verse together. Sounds like a
real ly bad novie.

Eri k Rhodes pushes Starman aside on the screen.

ERI K RHODES
You're just nmad that | nmade it and
you didn't, especially after you
stol e ny stage nane.

| esu facepal ns.

| ESU
Here we go again. O pheus-gate 2.0.

ORPHEUS
Cope harder, you wanted to cal
yoursel f " O pheus" when your violin
made everyone's ears bl eed.

ERI K RHODES
You cope harder, you with your
"god-given talent” didn't becone a
hit wwth aliens all over the
gal axy.

O pheus scoffs as Leni stares straight ahead at the screen.
ERI K RHODES

Admt it, N cky, you lost. Nobody
even knows who the hell you are.

Meanwhile, I'ma gal actic
super st ar

ORPHEUS
Peopl e do know who the hell | am

your being a hit with aliens
doesn't nean a goddamm t hi ng!

ERI K RHODES
Says the guy who's NOT a gal actic
super st ar

DOOVER

Shut up, Rhodes. Both of you. It's
true, we can hardly believe it
oursel ves, but we actually are
celebrities out here.

He is visibly noved, |ooking sonehow even handsoner.

DOOVER
It's ironically hunbling, you
shoul d' ve seen the crowd on El pis.
Hel |, even the noon is cooler than
| thought. Space is so big, you
have no i dea.
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At the sound of "space," Leni's shock wears off enough that
she clears her throat, and Starman once again takes the
central position on the screen, shoving Eri k Rhodes out of
t he way.

LENI
So this whole tinme | couldn't reach
you... because you're in outer
space. Is that what you're telling
ne?

STARVAN
Well... Yeah. Kind of out of the

servi ce area, heh

Leni's brain short-circuits and her knees buckle as she
faints, Jaguar catching her before she hits the floor. It's
only nomentary, but his KING S SHADOW S BANGLE eyes fl ash
red and he in turn flinches.

Al the while Starnman reaches out to her in vain from behi nd
t he screen.

| NT. STUDI O ( FLASHBACK)
Title card: Four years ago

DOOMVER, | ESU, ERI K RHODES, JAGUAR, and ORPHEUS are
practicing a general tune but give up when O pheus slans his
hands on his keyboard, ruining the illusion it was building,
in this case the title card.

ORPHEUS
This is the third tinme this week
he's been late. Erik, you gotta do

sonet hi ng.
JAGUAR
Yeah, this can't really go on
ERI K RHODES
"1l have to talk to him
ORPHEUS
You gotta actually make a deci sion
this time. I know he's your best

friend but think for a second.

The studi o entrance door opens and Eri k Rhodes puts his
violin back in its case.

ORPHEUS ( CONT' D)
He's always | ate and every tinme he
shows up, he's worse than | ast
time. How does he expect Elpis to
flourish when he won't put in the
wor k?
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ERI K RHODES
' mnot happy with how he's been
acting since he noved in with Leni,
either. But you know this isn't
j ust our band.

O pheus shakes hi s head.

ORPHEUS
That's your problem Erik. You're
not all that serious, either.

ERI K RHODES
"' m not serious? Dude, you're
al ways bitching about hi mone way
or another, and the sound you're
going for doesn't fit El pis.

ORPHEUS
Excuse ne for wanting to go back to
what wor ked.

Dooner takes out a bag of gumy worns and eats sone |ike
he's watching a TV drana.

ORPHEUS ( CONT' D)
In case you haven't noticed, |ess
and | ess people are comng to our
shows and buying the CDs.

| esu takes notice of the doorway fromover his phone and
qui etly gasps.

ORPHEUS ( CONT' D)
Starman's voice and guitar is
turning themall away. It's obvious
he's wei ghing us all down!

| ESU
Hey. ..

|l esu notions to the doorway but neither Erik Rhodes nor
O pheus | ook that way.

ORPHEUS
He's your best friend, | get it.
But if you don't do sonmething, |'m

| eavi ng.

Eri k Rhodes gives a small shake of his head and pinches the
bridge of his nose as he sighs, his shoulders relaxing |ike
a big weight was forcibly renmoved fromthem

ERI K RHODES
If that's what you want, then sure.

ORPHEUS
About goddam tine you saw sone
sense.
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ERI K RHODES
It's so obvious what | shoul d' ve
done.

| ESU
Hey, Rhodes. ..

ERI K RHODES
No, lesu. He's got a point. |
shoul d' ve done this a | ot sooner.

Jaguar appears relieved for just a nonent.

ERI K RHODES ( CONT' D)
| hate to say it, but I let ny
enotions get in the way for a |ong
time and we've all suffered for it.

He takes a breath, and O pheus | ooks satisfied, if alittle

regretful. A sonmewhat faint thud is heard on the wall on the
ot her side of the doorway. Erik Rhodes then claps a hand on

O pheus' s shoul der.

ERI K RHODES
You can't quit, N cky. You're
fired.

O pheus's expression flits between several different
enotions at once, until finally he exclains:

ORPHEUS
Wait, WHAT?
DOOVER
He finally did it.
JAGUAR
He "finally" did it?
ORPHEUS
You're actually firing ne? Are you
i nsane?
ERI K RHODES

| f you're gonna be the guy who
can't reel his own ego in and be a
part of the team then obviously
you can't be here.

Jaguar's facial expression says "are you actually serious
ri ght now?"

ERI K RHODES ( CONT' D)
Go and do your own thing, you keep
messing wth our sound, stealing
the spotlight |like we're just your
backup anyway.

Dooner starts drinking a can of Atom c Punch
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ERI K RHODES ( CONT' D)
| f anything, you're driving
audi ences away because they can't
tell if they should be listening to
us or watching you show of f.

O pheus is speechless, and for a while no one says anyt hi ng,
the air still feels oddly electric. Finally, though, Jaguar
| ooks at the doorway where lesu initially hinted at and

si ghs.

JAGUAR
| guess that's it, huh. There's no
pl ace for me here, either, if N cky
goes.

ERI K RHODES
| don't want anyone here who
doesn't want to be here. If you're
al so gonna conpl ain, then go. Best
of luck to you.

| ESU
Rhodes. ..

ERI K RHODES
Everyone go hone. Inma hit the spa.

He storns out of the studio, and O pheus does too after the
shock wears off.

Jaguar follows himand once he gets to the doorway, he sees
LENI now sl unped on the floor with her back to the adjacent

wal |, a box of doughnuts beside her. He tentatively stands
besi de her.
JAGUAR
Sorry you had to hear all that,
Len.

Leni breathes gently, shaking ever-so-slightly.

JAGUAR
It's not your fault, okay?

Leni doesn't answer. Jaguar noves to touch her shoul der but
ultimately doesn't.

JAGUAR
Again, Len, I'msorry. And you were
t he one who convinced ne to try
out .

LENI

Tommy' s sick, you know.

JAGUAR
Huh?
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LENI
| cane here to give you guys these,
Tomry's dead asl eep. Was up al
ni ght practicing, and he al ready
wasn't feeling well. | was just out
getting nedicine, and | figured
since | was close by. ..

On the inner side of the doorway, |esu and Dooner listen in,
O pheus on the other side parallel to Jaguar.

Jaguar sighs and starts cleaning up the doughnuts, and

bl ocks Leni's attenpts to help. Leni herself |ooks |ike
she's realising only too | ate what she ought to have said
but the words nonethel ess don't want to cone out.

JAGUAR
Cnron. I'll wal k you hone.

Leni slowy nods and gets up, leaving with him Meanwhil e,
O pheus opens his notebook and wites sonething while
clicking his tongue.

DOOVER

VWhat are you even witing, anyway?
ORPHEUS

Jour nal .
DOOVER

You seriously keep a journal ?

| ESU
Leave hi m al one.

DOOVER
| never thought he was the type.
Hey, what do you even wite in
there? Is it |ike when you play?

He snaps his fingers.
DOOVER
| bet you outline plans for world
dom nation, don't you?
O pheus | ooks up from his notebook, Dooner and |esu both
| eaning in, anxiously awaiting an answer. He smrks and
shuts it with one hand.

ORPHEUS
Whul dn't you |ike to know.

When he | eaves them 1esu nudges Dooner, shaking his head.
| NT. RHODES FAM LY HOUSE ( FLASHBACK)

Title card: Fifteen years ago
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The Rhodes fami |y house, particularly the living room is
conprised of marbles and rich reds, FAMLY MEMBERS al
dressed to the nines acting as audi ence for ER K RHODES and
ORPHEUS, both aged 18 here and wearing their finest black
ties.

Eri k Rhodes has bags under his eyes and band-aids all over
his fingers.

A simlarly aged STARMAN sits anong the audi ence, the only
one not dressed |ike everyone else and feeling the
secondhand pressure. Erik Rhodes readies his violin and

O pheus sits at the grand piano at the corner of the room

Eri k Rhodes begins playing Mzart's "Rondo alla Turca,"
closing his eyes to shut out everyone else's scrutiny and

W nci ng whenever he does a novenent that's particularly hard
on his hands. Starman | eans forward and balls his fists as a
qui et cheer but he even feels everyone's stares then and
sits still.

When Eri k Rhodes is done, Starman is the only one who
appl auds, but again, he soon slows to a stop, and pulls on
his collar briefly and coughs.

O pheus then assunmes the position and begins playing Liszt's
"Grande Fantasia di Bravura sur |a C ochette de Paganini”
with a straight face though he's practically beating the
piano within an inch of its life.

Both Starman and Eri k Rhodes feel each note |like an attack.
So nmuch so that when the song is over, both of themare
visibly deflated as everyone el se gives hima standi ng
ovati on.

Eri k Rhodes storns off to another room and Starnan foll ows,
O pheus catching a glance as he bows to the famly.

Eri k Rhodes sits on the staircase, face down to hide how
much the loss stings. Starman tilts his head in synpathy. In
t he background soneone pl ays the accordi on.

STARVAN
Hey, man. You did great, he was
just show ng of f.

ERI K RHODES
Doing "great"” isn't enough. He's
al ways better. You know how much |
practiced just for this? A whole
year! Meanwhile he just does that
like it's nothing.

O pheus approaches them a blue ribbon pinned to his |apel.

ORPHEUS
Crying again, Erik?
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ERI K RHODES
Shut up.

ORPHEUS
You'd think with all your
experience, you' d take a |l oss
better.

STARMAN
C non, that's uncalled for.

Eri k Rhodes stands and is about to | eave agai n when O pheus
stops him

ORPHEUS
Good | uck next year.

Eri k Rhodes grunts but Orpheus's grip remains firm

ORPHEUS
| " ve been thinking about sonething
for a long tine. Wiy don't we start
a band?

ERI K RHODES
The hell're you tal ki ng about?

ORPHEUS
These conpetitions are fun and all,
but maybe we need a change of pace,
you know? No one else in our famly
has ever done it. Wth ne on
keyboard and you on guitar--

ERI K RHODES

Wiy would | be on guitar? That's
Dad' s t hi ng.

ORPHEUS

| think you'd be better at it, is

al | .

Eri k Rhodes scoffs but nonetheless the idea is planting a
seed in his head.

ORPHEUS
We can be a new act, it'll make a
big splash. We'd be guaranteed to
get sone really good jobs. Besides,
| think it would be even nore fun,
don't you?

ERI K RHODES
Al right, fine. W'll give it a
shot, but I"'mnot on guitar. Tom s
better than | amat it, anyway.

ORPHEUS
Tont?
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STARMAN
Yeah, ne?

ERI K RHODES
You can't just tal k about starting
a band in front of someone and not
i nclude them Nicky. That's why
everyone thinks you're a dick.

O pheus, rather than retorting, seens shot through the heart
by what he said.

ORPHEUS
Everyone?

ERI K RHODES
Yeah, why el se do you think you
al ways get dunped? Grls start off
t hi nki ng how cool it is to date you
until they get to know you.

Starman | ooks fromthe cousins, O pheus visibly stung by the
reveal . Nonethel ess, Erik Rhodes pants hi mon the shoul der.

ERI K RHODES
C non, Tom Let's get sonme hors
d' oeuvres.

He | eaves Orpheus with Starman fol |l owi ng behind. O pheus
| ooks at the ribbon pinned to his chest, as if wondering if
all his achievenents were worth it.

| NT. PANDORA' S VAULT

Begi n dream sequence. The interior of Pandora's Vault right
now i s pitch black darkness, and LEN appears to be asleep
on the floor, the lone light. She stirs awake, rubbing her
eye as she gets up.

LENI
Geez, what time is it?

She | ooks around, confused, gingerly getting up. She | ooks
for sonething famliar, but finds nothing, fear blossom ng
in her face.

LENI
Were i s everyone?

She | ooks around, even nore timd than a fawn.

LENI
Oh, right. Quter space. Leaving ne
behi nd. What el se would you do with
a dead weight?

The dread in the air weighs on her and she falls to her
knees.
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LENI
None of them need ne... How can |
even find them when they're so far

away ?

She then notices a neptune blue outline form ng around her
on the floor in the shape of a hand, from whose fingertips
SHADOWY FI GURES appear (played by Starman, Dooner, |esu,

Eri k Rhodes and O pheus). They eclipse Leni when they rise.

She sees their faces under their cows, and rises to
approach them but they remain still, as if nmade of stone.

LENI
What's wong, you guys? Aren't you
happy that your dreans cane true?
Don't worry about ne, | didn't nean
what | just said.

She forces a smle, desperate to be believed. Al the while
she doesn't face the figure played by Starman who is
directly behind her. She realises she's lying and turns
around to face him and the others vani sh.

She very tentatively touches him and when she takes her
hand back, she notices it's full of sand. Naturally this
confuses her.

She turns and sees that the figure played by lesu is
of fering her pink flower and then with a bl essing hand
gesture, he fades away.

Pani cki ng, she sees the figure played by Eri k Rhodes taking

the fl ower she had received and posing |i ke a nodel, and the
flower is replaced by a red rose, and he blows her a kiss as
he al so di sappears.

Now Leni is enotionally devastated, about to run when she
runs into the figure played by Doonmer, whose handsone face
underneath his cow is visible, and before he could nmake a
simlar gesture as the others, Leni runs.

Al the while she's running, the figure played by O pheus
stands still, as if following her all the same. He extends
his hand and though he's too far to touch her, she reacts
just like he had grabbed her by the wi st.

LENI
No, | can't run away.

Leni then begins to shine as "O pheus" raises his hands as
if directly brightening her, and then he snaps once.

| NT. STARVMAN AND LENI'S APARTMENT - DAYTI ME
It is late norning, the curtains are drawn so natural

sunlight is filtered. "Starman" by David Bowi e is playing on
an old radio.
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LENI is laying on the couch in a t-shirt and shorts, staring
at the ceiling with the radio beside her. She is haggard
from bad sleep and her hair is a ness.

Her phone shows not hing but outgoing calls to Starman. She
tries to reach himone nore tinme, once again to no avail.

A KNOCK t hen sounds on her door.

She gets up |ike her body is glued to the bed. The bright

sunl i ght when she opens the front door makes her flinch as
XI MENA becones visible, wearing a pink jacket, white tank

top and pal e bl ue deni m hot pants.

Xi mena | ooks nessi ani ¢ when hol ding a bag of fast food from
Bur ger Pl anet.

LENI
Can |... help you?

Xl MENA
H, Leni.

LENI
Hi..?

Xl MENA

You don't know nme. But | know you.
My nanme is Xinena, and |I'ma fan of
Starman's.

LENI
How d you get this address?

Xl MENA
That's not inportant. Look, | know
he went mssing. | can't find
traces of hi manywhere.

Xi mena sizes Leni up, also glances inside the apartnent over
Leni's shoul ders.

LENI
Look, it's too early in the norning
for this and you're really creeping
nme out.

Leni tries to close the door but Xi nena grabs hold of it.

Xl MENA
You want to find him don't you?
Seeing as you're his girlfriend and
al | .

LENI
Qovi ousl y.
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XI MENA
Then isn't his stal ker the best
hel p you could hope for?

LENI
You' ve got a point there.

XI MENA
Besides, you're in no position to
i nvestigate | ooking like that. You
haven't even eaten anything yet,
have you?

She presents the bag of fast food.

XI MENA
Your favourite, spicy chicken
burger and small fries with | enon
iced tea

LENI
. .. Thanks?

Xl MENA
Rel ax, |'m not a STALKER- st al ker.
"' mnot gonna hurt ny favourite
nmusician's girlfriend.

LENI
That's, uh... Good. Yeah.

Xi mena thrusts the bag into Leni's hands.

Xl MENA
Eat up. We got a lot of work to do
if we want to find them M
keyl ogger on Starman's phone isn't
even pi cki ng anything up.

LENI
...what were you sayi ng agai n about
not being a "stal ker-stal ker"?

Xl MENA
Oh, | am a stal ker-stal ker-stal ker.
In that | stalk his stal kers. Not
t he kind of stal ker who goes out
and hurts people.

Leni makes the nost pricel ess face imgi nabl e before backing
away.

XI MENA
Oh yeah, he's got so nmany. | nean,
they all do. But no doubt you
al ready knew about that, huh, since
you caught one a coupl e years ago
at the Johnny Val entine's.
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Leni slowy begins to close the door.

XI MENA
Too bad I didn't get to her first,
so that's on ne. | got her
eventual |y, though, so you don't
have to worry about her anynore.

LENI
Li sten, thanks for this, but you
shoul d go.

XI MENA

You shoul dn't be alone right now
You never know who coul d be
| urki ng, knowi ng your situation.

LENI
kay, bye now.

She then shuts the door and | ocks it and sighs deeply. She
i nspects the bag of fast food and her stomach grunbl es. She
takes a tentative bite of the burger first and then
practically inhales the meal forthwith

She eyes the door, listening for any unusual silence. She
then I ooks at the TV as if questioning if it, too, was a
dream Then her expression is determ ned as she marches back
t owar ds the door.

LENI
"1l bite. I don't even know if |
slept last night, but it's just as
well you're here. We're finding
El pis, cone hell or high water.

Xi mena bl inks, even backing away ever-so-slightly until
she's yanked inside the apartnment by her wi st.

| NT. PANDORAN WARSHI P

PALANG manni ng the cockpit of the ship, spots a marker in
the interactive map on the dashboard. He dials sonething in
it and TIGRIS joins his side, and Palang nods in lieu of a
bow.

TIGRS
So that is where El pis hides.

He strokes his beard and then says the following in sign
| aguage.

TIGR S
But nowis not the time to strike.
Conti nue your primary task.

Pal ang nods and grunts in obedi ence.
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| NT. STARVAN AND LENI'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

JAGUAR and ORPHEUS snoke on the bal cony, |ooking up at the
stars. Jaguar's King's Shadow bangle's eyes flash red, but
you'd mss it if you blinked, just |ike he does.

JAGUAR
Do you really think they are..
y' know. . .

ORPHEUS

No way. W nust've had a shared
hal | uci nati on or sonet hi ng.

JAGUAR
Right, totally.

Meanwhile, in the living room X MENA types away at her
| apt op and LENI | eans back until she's |ying down on the
floor and staring at the ceiling.

XI MENA
How bi zarre... | hacked into |lots
of phones and caneras and police
dat abases, nothing's turning up.
It's like they just vanished into
thin air or got witten out of
exi stence al toget her.

Leni pinches the bridge of her nose.

XI MENA
They' re not anywhere in the world
as far as | can tell.

LENI
| knew he was struggling, but why'd
he go this far?

Xl MENA
Were you about to break up?

Both girls | ook at each other, and Leni flashes red.

XI MENA
W'll find him Leni. If for no
ot her reason than ne getting
cl osure about this.

Jaguar and Orpheus enter the room

JAGUAR
Any | uck?

XI MENA
| saw a transm ssion that seened
ki nda prom sing, but the connection
was really bad. Went offline the

( MORE)
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XI MENA (cont' d)
nonment | clicked and | couldn't
find it again. Felt like I inmagined
it.

ORPHEUS
It's been a rough week, we're al
pretty desperate for sone kind of
an answer .

LENI
At this point | really m ght just
settle for them being abducted by
aliens after all.

She feigns a chuckl e.

LENI
It makes perfect sense, right? The
craziest stuff always does. No one
j ust vani shes.

Jaguar and O pheus exchange | ooks.

JAGUAR
You should really go to bed. Let us
figure this out, okay?

LENI
If I go to bed and wake up, he's
not gonna be here, is he?

Jaguar's jaw tightens, his index finger tentatively |eading
his hand to reach out to Leni, but stops hinmself the nonent
Leni opens her nout h.

LENI
All his stuff is here, all of our
menories in this apartnment... And
he's not here. What the hell is

even the point?

This time Ximena notices Jaguar catching hinself from
touchi ng Leni's shoul der.

LENI
If I have to go through that
everytime | go to sleep, I'd rather

j ust not wake up.

JAGUAR
Leni, go to bed. You're not
t hi nki ng straight.

For just a nonent Leni's heart appears to skip a beat, and
she doesn't resist as Jaguar pushes her towards her bedroom
door and practically shuts it behind her.
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Meanwhi | e, Xi nmena eyes Jaguar who tries and fails to | ook
nonchal ant .

JAGUAR
Wat? It's not what you're
t hi nki ng.

Xl MENA
VWhat isn't?

JAGUAR
... wWhat ever you're thinking.

XI MENA
Then it definitely is. Way to not
read ny m nd.

Jaguar si ghs.

JAGUAR
It doesn't matter, anyway. |'m not
gonna be that guy.

Xl MENA
That's nice and honourabl e of you.

JAGUAR
You don't have to put it that way.

Xl MENA
What? | | ove a good |love triangle
as nmuch as anyone el se. Especially
one | can tell has been a thing for
years.

Jaguar's lips press into a thin Iine, hardening his nuscles
at the shanme only such words can bring.

XI MENA
But | can't be disloyal as
Starman's biggest fan and Leni's
friend, so | have to root for him
over you.

Jaguar mnakes the nost priceless face inmaginable, and O pheus
pats his shoul der as Xi nena resunes typing.

| NT. STUDI O ( FLASHBACK)
Title card: Seven years ago

Here LENI and JAGUAR are aged 25 and 27, respectively, Len
hol di ng a guitar case as Jaguar follows behind, exasperated.
They have just entered the studio where the younger 26-year
old ERIK RHODES is seated, looking mffed until they cone
in, when he stands up.

JAGUAR
| don't know about this.
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LENI

C non, why not? | kept saying it

| ooks like it'lIl fit your vibe.
ERI K RHODES

You' re here for the audition?
LENI

He is. Plays really good guitar.
ERI K RHODES

Al'l right.
LENI

Show hi m

Jaguar sighs as he takes his case from her and begins
donning his acoustic guitar. He plays "Stairway to Heaven"
but abruptly stops after the first three seconds.

JAGUAR
Sorry.
He starts over, and though still visibly nervous, he gets
| ess so as he plays. Al the while Erik Rhodes's face is
still. Jaguar then plays "Wnderwall," forgetting the second

verse and stopping as he does so for all of twenty seconds
until Erik Rhodes coughs.

ERI K RHODES
Well, you' re better than the other
three we had, though you don't
exactly look all that serious.

| ESU, aged 26 here, then enters with AKIRA. Leni kneels down
to pet him

LENI
Hey, you! What's your nane?

| ESU
Hey, Gscar, you finally nade it!
And this is Akira. He's a rescue.

JAGUAR
Wel |, when you, N cky and Leni are
all telling ne to cone...

ERI K RHODES
The ot hers shoul d be here soon.
LENI
Then 1'Il cone back |ater, Oscar,
| mmanuel .
| ESU

You don't have to do that, stick
ar ound.
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LENI
You sure?

| ESU
Akira can really use the
soci al i sati on.

ORPHEUS, 26 here, enters with DOOMER, also 26, behind him
Doonmer wordl essly heads straight for the drunset while

O pheus sets up his keyboard. Al the while Leni is playing
with Akira.

Then STARMAN, al so 26, enters and zeroes in on Leni.

ORPHEUS
At |ast, the elusive | eader shows
up.

STARVAN

It's not ny fault the buses are on
strike. Anyway... Who's that?

ORPHEUS
That's Leni. She brought Oscar from
our ethics class, finally.

STARVAN
Nice to nmeet you. |I'm Tom

LENI
Li kew se.

Jaguar silently watches this exchange but nonet hel ess keeps
a straight face.

STARVAN
Anyway, sorry. Oscar?

JAGUAR
| play the guitar.

STARNVAN
You' re gonna be backup, then. Cool.
Anyway, let's get started.

They all play a song, their instrunments on acoustic, Len
seated on the couch with Akira laying on her lap when
they're finished, her clapping rousing himawake.

ERI K RHODES
You definitely work better than the
ot her three.

| ESU
Good stuff, Oscar.



ERI K RHODES
Anyways, besides that, you can
think on it for a while, but the
rest of us were comng up with

stage nanes. |'m gonna be O pheus.
ORPHEUS
No, you're not. | picked O pheus. |
earned it.
ERI K RHODES
You know that's ny nane!
ORPHEUS
Yeah, well. If you wanted it, you

shoul d' ve done better at the
Chri stmas conpetition.

| ESU
"Christmas conpetition?”

ERI K RHODES
Screw the Christmas conpetition
It's rigged anyway!

ORPHEUS
Says the guy who | oses every single
tine.

ERI K RHODES

What ever, you would win every tine
when it's rigged that bad. Do you
bel i eve Grandpa when he says your
music is magic? That's bullshit and
you know it.

ORPHEUS
|"d call that a God-given talent,
which, if you renmenber, is what
O pheus had. Ergo, | don't care if
you think it's bullshit, you are
not O pheus!

Both of them huff and turn their backs on each ot her.

STARVAN

(to lesu)
To answer your question, their
famly has a conpetition every
Christmas and it gets pretty
i ntense. Not surprising, though,
given literally everyone is an
awar d-wi nni ng nusi ci an.

| ESU
Jesus.

48.
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ERI K RHODES
You know what? Think |I'm just gonna
go by ny actual nanme after all. |
don't even need to pretend I'ma
| egend, 1'1l just be one.

O pheus rolls his eyes but Starman gives hima thunbs up

STARVAN
In that case, |'ve been thinking
about m ne, Major Tom sounds cool
and all but if you're going by your
real name, I'lIl go with Starman.
You know, |ike that David Bow e
song?

| ESU
| like that one. Me, | was just
drawi ng a bl ank. Honestly think
"1l go with lesu after all. Wat
about you, Dam en?

Everyone turns to | ook at Doomer, who shrugs.

DOOVER
| " m gonna be Dooner.
JAGUAR
| already figured mne out, I'Il be
Jaguar .
ORPHEUS
You do | ook |ike a Jaguar.
ERI K RHODES
We're all spoken for. Now, let's

keep goi ng.

Jaguar catches Leni's grin, while Starman's own gaze on her
l'ingers.

EXT. MOON

Meanwhi |l e, a ways away from Princess Alnmas's castle, QZZY
sits viewing the Earth with a spygl ass tel escope. He zoons
in on the crosshairs but then drops it when a MOON JELLYFI SH
eclipses it.

Qzzy
You're lucky eating you is
poi nt | ess.

The jellyfish "swins" away, it genuinely could not care

| ess. Ozzy once again | ooks through the spyglass. H's
concentration is broken once again when a silver MOON RABBI T
conmes up to him trailing behind it a small wagon of nochi

Ozzy takes the nochi fromthe wagon and downs it in one
bite.
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Qzzy
Thanks, bunny.

The noon rabbit scanpers away. Ozzy | ooks at the Earth once
again, not wwth his spyglass, and exits the frane.

| NT. PANDORAN WARSHI P

LEON stands before the GALAXY MAP, itself so big it acts as
a quarter of the wall. H s gaze lingers on a spot where
nothing is marked but nonet hel ess stands out because not hing
is there versus the rest of the map. TIGRI S stands at his
side, ever at the ready.

LEON
It seens the ones who dare cal

t hensel ves Elpis are |leaving their
mar k.

TIGRI'S
They are sinply shadows, Your
Maj esty, in the grand schene of

t hi ngs.

LEON
Nonet hel ess, perhaps it is fate
smling at us. Yes, | can see it
now, Tigris.

TIGR'S

Your Majesty's sight bears w tness
to all truths as al ways.

LEON
"Tis | anentabl e, however, that we
still cannot open The Vault, even

when he is | ong gone.

TIGCR S
Rest assured, Your Mjesty, his
descendent's whereabouts have been
gl eaned.

LEON
Truly? Fine work, Tigris. W have

much on our shoul ders, a nyriad
wongs to right.

Tigris bows | ow. Meanwhile, the SPACE WHALE passes them by
outside the wndows, its low noan filling the air and maki ng
the interior of the warship vibrate.

EXT. | DUNN
Title card: 1dunn
The planette Idunn is full of nmajestic apple trees, several

of themw th gol den appl es punctuated anong the enerald
| eaves and ruby-red apples. THE BAND pl ays inside the trunk



51.
of a particularly large tree with alnost all gol den appl es.

The 1 DUNNI ANS | ook |ike classic forest druids, some dancing
al ong the MAYPOLES as the band sets up.

Starman rubs his hands on his clothes, overwhel ned by the
beauty of the planette. lesu prays, Erik Rhodes tunes his
violin, and Dooner stretches.

STARVAN
(to hinself)
C nmon, Tommy, don't do this now.

He takes a deep breath and begins tuning his guitar, giving
it atest strum H s heart is all the way on Earth and the
band noti ces.

Dooner starts tapping his druns and | esu begins the bass
riff for "Chanpion." The audience cheers and Starman cl oses
his eyes as if letting the nusic fill himwth the energy
and excitenment he hinself doesn't feel.

Finally, he takes the mc.

STARVAN
"Your dreans |lie in pieces, nothing
nore than dust, you think you're
done, you won't make it through the
night..."

He plays a riff while the audi ence cheers and the band grin.

STARVAN
"But what if |I told you, if you
can't get through the thorns,
you'll never see the |ight?"

The audi ence cheers as he gets into the zone, Erik Rhodes
acconpanying himon violin, and they're even playing
back-t o- back

STARVAN
"The battles you' ve won ain't over
yet, you're a chanpion, don't ever
forget..."

As the audience erupts in cheers, Starman is good and fired
up, so nuch so that he epically shreds on his guitar, even
getting on his knees to really get into it. The band shake
t heir heads but nonethel ess grin and acconpany him
headbangi ng al ong.

He continues his guitar solo, as if only he is on the stage
with his eyes closed. He imagines LENl as the | one audi ence
menber before hi mwhen he opens his eyes and stops playing
as he gets up, taking the mc again.
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STARVAN
Your name will be spelled out in
constel |l ati ons.

He pants, and his inmagi ned Leni stands where she is, hands
cl asped, and she is soon eclipsed by the actual audience in
t hunder ous appl ause. Sure enough when Starman | ooks out at
them she is nowhere to be seen. He cracks a sad smle as if
silently | aughing at hinself.

| NT. PANDORA' S VAULT

Begi n dream sequence. Just |ike before, LENI wakes up in
total darkness, the only source of light. But this tineg,
she's slowy being covered by it.

She runs, the darkness only partly relenting, and it's one
of those dreans where no matter how hard you run, you're
sl ower than nol asses going uphill in January.

A soft blue-white descendi ng upon her catches her attention,
and it's PRI NCESS ALMAS reaching out to her

PRI NCESS ALMAS
My dear, do not be afraid.

LENI
Hah. | thought angels saying "be
not afraid" was just a nene.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
You are so close to truth. You just
have to stop running.

LENI
| can't stop, | have to reach outer
space.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
You will. But you have to stop
runni ng.

Rel uctantly, Leni does indeed slowinto a halt. The next
thing she knows, stars start to bloomlike flowers.

LENI
If |I stay right where | am.. Are
you saying that's how I'l|l see them

agai n?

But Princess Almas is not there anynore, and Leni is once
again all alone, until a dark pair of hands belonging to
JAGUAR grab her shoul ders from behi nd.

| NT. STARMAN AND LENI'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
JAGUAR, at that nmoment, flinches, his body reddeni ng and

face getting flushed despite steamseemngly rising fromhis
forehead. XIMENA, wearing a tinfoil hat, |ooks up from her
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| aptop while ORPHEUS gets a can of Rocket Punch fromthe
fridge.

Xl MENA
Are you okay? You don't |ook too
good.

H s pants are alnost |ike |ow growls, but he nonethel ess
shakes his head. Orpheus relinquishes his can of Rocket
Punch and Jaguar downs it |ike he hasn't drunk anything in
nont hs and rubs his mouth with his forearm

JAGUAR
I"mall right.

ORPHEUS
| dunno, man, for a mnute you
| ooked kinda feral.

He | ooks at Xinena as if wondering if he should say what he
says next.

ORPHEUS
And to be honest, it | ooked worse
than | ast time.

Xi mena cowers away |like he'd attack her, but then an alert
on her | aptop catches her eye and she groans.

Xl MENA
Aw, man! | lost it!

She continues typing, and Jaguar goes to the fridge and gets
a can of Nucl ear Punch, standing beside O pheus as they
dri nk. O pheus raises an eyebrow as he | ooks over Jaguar.

JAGUAR
VWat? | said |'mfine.

ORPHEUS
You sure? Cuz you're running a hel
of a tenperature right now | can
feel it from here.

Jaguar gets another can of Nucl ear Punch fromthe fridge and
downs it just as quickly.

Then, LENI cones out of her room wearing pyjama shorts and a
tank top, dazed and zonbie-like, passing Xinmena from behind.
She stunbl es shoulder-first and in a flash Jaguar grabs her,
and she hugs him facilities still not entirely there.

LENI
Mm.. So warm ..

Xi mena then appears to feel Jaguar's heat from about a foot
and a half away, and she yel ps.
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XI MENA
Ch, ny CGod, get a rooni

Now Leni seens to clue in on his body heat rising, and
flinches.

LENI
Yowch! GOscar, you're burning up!

She goes to the kitchen and wets a dish towel in cold water.

LENI
It's because you wear nuscle shirts
and shorts year-round. You're bound
to get sick eventually.

She then pushes himtowards the couch and then presses the
cold towel to his forehead before he can object, but then
flinches as it appears to heat up against his forehead, |ike
it's touching a hot pan.

He calmMy gets back up, using the towel to w pe away his
sweat, and then he | ooks just fine even though everyone
el se' s nout hs are agape.

JAGUAR
|'mfine, you guys. X nena, you
find anythi ng?

XI MENA
No... | must be losing ny edge.

ORPHEUS

Well, it's kinda hard to get away
wi th stal ki ng now.
XI MENA
You're telling ne.

Leni's eyes dart around the living room and out the w ndow
at the night sky. She then sits on the couch and pulls
Jaguar's shirt to get himto join her.

LENI
You really should take it easy,
Gscar. Even if you're fine now,
it's not normal to have a fever
t hat hi gh.

JAGUAR
I"'mfine, Len. Sonetimes | just get
a random f ever

She then steals a glance at him though he hinself doesn't
see it. She blushes, a secret thought bubbling up inside,
itching to come out of her nouth.

Finally, she |eans on his shoul der, and feigns a yawn for
good neasure.
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JAGUAR
Len?
Jaguar's hands shoot up in an "I'minnocent"” position when
she falls conpletely asleep, like a cat on a warm

surface--in this case, his lap. Xinena grins widely while
O pheus pretends he didn't see that.

JAGUAR
What? | didn't do anything.

He makes to get up, but Leni using his lap as a pillow
arrests him making himvery careful as he breathes.

H s King's Shadow s bangle's eyes glow for just a quick
second, and Xi nena eyes it, squinting as she conbs through
fuzzy menories.

XI MENA
You know, |'ve always wanted to ask
you sonet hing. Were' d you get that
bracel et ?

JAGUAR
Heirloom 1've always had it.

XI MENA
Coul d've sworn | saw sonething |ike
it once before.

JAGUAR
Wul dn't know.

XI MENA
Ahh man, this is gonna bug ne.

She straightens her tinfoil hat and goes back to typing.
Jaguar sighs and very gingerly lifts Leni by the shoul ders
off of his |ap and starts getting her in a bridal carry.

He carries her to her room and though she's asleep, she
cuddl es up to himand he notices that her bedroom door is
closed. He whistles in Opheus's direction, and the latter
cones.

JAGUAR
Door .

O pheus gives hima know ng | ook, and Jaguar's eyes pl ead
with the Heavens to give hima break. O pheus shakes his
head and opens the bedroom door and Jaguar carries Len

i nsi de.

Once inside her room he |ays her down, but her arns w ap
around his shoulders and don't |et go, even though she's
still asleep. Jaguar shuts his eyes for strength and grabs
her by the biceps but stops short of pushing her off of him
for a few seconds.
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Final ly, though, he does and tucks her in before hurriedly
| eavi ng her room and cl osing the door behind him

EXT. PARK - DAYTI ME ( FLASHBACK)

Title card: Twenty years ago

Fam |ies are outside enjoying the park. Alone child, a
young JAGUAR, aged 14 here, inspects the King' s Shadow s
bangl e which is still quite big for his wist. Though he's
seated beneath a tree he's already quite big for his age and
starting to devel op nuscl es.

A young LENI, aged 12, approaches him

LENI
Can | sit here?

Jaguar doesn't answer, instead |ooking at her |ike a scared
ani mal despite her smle.

LENI
No?

He coughs and doesn't neet her eyes.

JAGUAR
No, go ahead.

She sm | es again and obliges.

LENI
You're Oscar, right?
JAGUAR
How d' you know ny nane?
LENI
Year book. |'ve been wanting to talk
to you.
JAGUAR
Wy ?
LENI

No reason. By the way, what's that?

He hides the bangle in his pocket, and for a nonent its eyes
change col our to pink.

LENI
Sorry.

He shakes his head and she giggl es.
LENI

You' re shy, huh? That's funny. And
ki nda cute.
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JAGUAR
Cut e?

Leni then seens to spot sonething or soneone in the distance
and gets up.

LENI
|"mLeni, by the way. I'll see you
at school. Show ne that thing
soneti me, okay? Bye.

She runs off and Jaguar watches her go, gently blushing. He
t akes out the bangle again and puts it on.

EXT. OLYANA - DAYTI ME
Title card: dyana

DOOMVER, | ESU, and ERI K RHODES are onstage on O yana, whose
dom nant col our schenme is soft pinks and creans, and even
the stage calls to mnd a massive white lily w thout the
st anens.

STARMVAN, nmeanwhile, is surrounded by COLYANANS who are
roughly the sane hei ght and have green skin, appearing to
wear oversized flowers as hats and clothes. He is

hal f heartedl y signing autographs.

OLYANAN 1
What an honour it is to neet you,
Man of Stars!

STARVAN

|"mglad to nmeet you, too. Sorry I
fl ubbed basically all ny lyrics up
t here.

OLYANAN 2
Not at all, this in and of itself
is fortuitous. To get to speak with
you i s a dream

STARVAN
You really | ove us, huh.

OLYANAN 3
O course! Your songs are so ful
of |onging and hope, your dreans
fromyour little planet planted the
nost curious of seeds.

STARMVAN
They di d?

OLYANAN 4
Yes. Humans are a tragi c species
and yet you have boundl ess | ove and
i magi nation. It's a shane you have
( MORE)
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OLYANAN 4 (cont'd)
convi nced yoursel ves you cannot see
it.

STARVAN
You know, you're right, now that I
t hi nk about it. Thank you so mnuch.

The A yanans smle at himand Starman hinmself smles and has
renewed energy as he signs autographs and soon excuses
hinself to join Doomer, lesu, and Eri k Rhodes on the stage.

The audi ence cheers as Starman picks up his guitar and takes
the m crophone and begins playing the starting notes of
"Flipside."

STARVAN
“I look in the mrror and see a
stranger, not even ny name isS mne
anynore..."

The audi ence cheers loudly as the song conti nues.

STARVAN
"But whispers in the sky call out
to me..."

He reaches up towards the sky and closes his fist as he
pulls it back down in an epic strumof his guitar. As the

A yanans cheer, pollen releases in the air |ike stardust and
it seens to especially favour Starman.

They cover himalnost |like a cape as he begins a guitar
solo, shimrering just like a star, though his nose visibly
reddens and when he sneezes he nesses up a chord.

He steals a glance at the audience, and allows hinself a
smle as he gets to the best part of the solo even though
it's punctuated by sneezes.

The crowd goes absolutely wild and Eri k Rhodes grins as he
and the others rejoin the song.

| NT. ZYGOVA
Title card: Lor Salviator's mansion, Zygona

Lor Salviator's mansion follows an art deco schene, conplete
wi th statues bearing golden arnmour and weapons. DOOVER wal ks
al ongside the wall acting |like a museum of sai d pieces,

stopping before a platinumset, his reflection "wearing" it.

LOR SALVI ATOR, on a stroll of his own, stands beside him

LOR SALVI ATOR
Wuld you like to try it on, Sir
Doonmer? | think it would | ook
rather nice on you
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DOOVER
Nah, it m ght be cursed or
sonet hi ng. No of f ense.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Not at all, you mght be right. If
menory serves, it belonged to an
old clan eneny and never actually
saw battl e.

DOOVER
Expl ains why it | ooks new. But you
got a crazy collection.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Thank you, it's inportant to know
ny famly's history.

Dooner then happens upon a jar hol ding what | ooks |ike
silver stardust levitating inside it, conpletely arresting
hi m

DOOVER
What's this thing?

LOR SALVI ATOR
Good eye, Sir Dooner. That's what
remains of ny earliest ancestor.

Dooner backs away, flinching, |ike he saw a cadaver rather
than stardust in a jar. Lor Salviator |aughs.

LOR SALVI ATOR
It's nothing to be ashanmed of. Al
of outer space is nade of nenories,
luckily a lot of it is tangible.
One day we will al so becone part of
sonet hi ng bi gger

DOOVER
Huh. Never thought about it that
way. On Earth all we talk about is
bei ng cogs in a machine. Even
t hough you basically said the sanme
t hi ng, sonmehow it doesn't sound al
t hat bad.

He | ooks again at the jar of stardust.

DOOVER
One day that's gonna be ne... Hah,
to think, seeing soneone else's
ashes makes ne wonder what his
story was.

LOR SALVI ATOR
|'mafraid we may never know, but
all the nore reason to nake your

( MORE)
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LOR SALVI ATOR (cont' d)
mark, especially as the "heartbeat
of the band."

Hearing that nmakes Doomer grin a cheesy grin, then
not -so-subtly hide it behind a cough

DOOVER
Bet your ancestor was up to sone
crazy stuff back in the day.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Oh yes, in fact sone of the
pl anettes in our galaxy are said to
be born of her fights wth rival
cl ans.

Dooner's expression is caught between adul ati on and horror
as he thinks about what that neans.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| do believe the gal axy you cal
Andronmeda is born entirely of such
battles, as of course is the MIKky
Way. When Pandora's Vault first
opened, there were of course
grow ng pains.

DOOVER
And all those generations |ater,
here you are, the gal axy's richest
pirate.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| do ny best.

They share a chuckle as Lor Sal viator |eaves him Doomner
once again | ooks at the jar of spacedust in absol ute awe.

DOQOVER
Wwnder if |I'lIl ever ook this cool
when |''m | ong dead.

He sighs dream |y at the thought.
EXT. CHANGG ES - EVEN NG
Title card: Changgies

The pl anet Changgi es basically a giant, endless plain, with
si npl e buil di ngs made of what |ooks |ike giant fossil bones
draped with animal pelts. A simlar structure acts as a
stage but no one is performng on it.

| nstead, THE BAND and LOR SALVI ATOR are surrounded by
CHANGGE ANS, who are all statuesque Amazoni an wonmen with | ong
fl owi ng hair and barbarian garb.
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Every single one of themis gushing over the guys, but
special attention is given to Erik Rhodes who is having a
much easier tinme accepting this than the others. He is
aut ogr aphi ng sone swords.

ERI K RHODES
Aaaand that's you, thank you so
much.

CHANGGE AN 1

You wi el d your pen |ike an expert
swordsman, just |ike you do your
i nstrunent.

ERI K RHODES
Yeah, well. Can't be caught
| acki ng, |ooking at the Iikes of
you all.

The Changgi ans giggle as he grins, continuing to autograph a
sword. Hs finger slips and he cuts it.

ERI K RHODES
Well. You can't say | don't bleed
for nmy art.

Dooner, meanwhile, is given a shield to autograph.

CHANGG AN 2
|f we had you as our drunmmer, we
would win wars before they start.

DOOVER
Wn wars before you even start,
huh. Too bad I'm ki nda al ready
prom sed to soneone el se.

CHANGG AN 2
Then may you bring her to victory.

Dooner grins crookedly and autographs with great flourish,
show ng his penmanship is nmuch cl eaner and even nore regal
than you m ght expect froma guy who | ooks |ike him

Starman hinself is looking at his reflection in a hel nmet he
was given to autograph, as if forgetting howto wite his
name, or even what his nane is.

He shakes his head as he notices how long the lineup for his
aut ograph is getting.

CHANGA AN 3
It's just |Iike your song, | ooking
for yourself everywhere you go.

STARNVAN
You could definitely say that. |
guess I'mliterally doing that now.
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CHANGA AN 3
In our |anguage, that's what life
is. A hunt for yourself.

STARVAN
A hunt for nyself, huh...

| esu, neanwhile, |ooks a bit distraught and anot her
Changgi an bearing a spare breastplate for himto sign takes
noti ce.

CHANGGE AN 4
You | ook rather flush, |ike you can
use a good nmug of nead and hearty

st ew

LOR SALVI ATOR
We do indeed have time if you would
like to oblige, Sir Iesu. Changgi an
stew is | egendary. But please cone
back before nightfall.

| ESU
Nah, |'m good, thanks. Pl ease
excuse ne for a bit.

Bef ore anyone can object, he | eaves the group and keeps
wal ki ng until he sees a small encanpment of REFUGEES, no
taller than five feet and with pink skin and bl ack eyes.

Their encanpnent is conprised of a broken down spaceship no
bi gger than a king size bed, and they are gathered around a
net al pot.

One of them who appears to be a young boy, | ooks up from
hi s spot and nudges another child who | ooks Iike his ol der
sister. They both junp up and run to lesu and chatter at him
in an unintelligible alien | anguage.

| ESU
Man... Wsh | could speak your
| anguage, |earn how you got here,
what your planet was |ike..

They pull himtowards their famly who treat himjust |ike
one of their own and force himto sit down and eat with
them all of them | aughing together.

| NT. STARVAN AND LENI 'S APARTMENT - DAYTI ME

XI MENA types away on her |aptop, even wearing a VR headset
as she does so. LEN | ooks through the wi ndow at the sky,
not really seeing it. JAGUAR and ORPHEUS enter fromthe
front door bearing bags from Burger Planet and a six-pack of
Rocket Punch.

JAGUAR
Len, we got food. Let's take a
br eak.
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She turns to | ook at himand grins.

LENI
| think we're making real progress.
So far we've |earned that they're
not anywhere in the country.

O pheus and Jaguar exchange | ooks as Xi nena takes off her
headset, nonentarily dazed at her return to reality. Beside
her is a growing wall of Atom c Punch.

XI MENA
Oh, good timng. Brain ran out of
cal ori es.

O pheus sets the coffee table with the food, and Jaguar
| ooks at Leni all the while.

LENI
Gscar, come sit down. Let's have a
break, we're gonna be back at it
soon.

He very slowy sits down, not getting his own burger unlike
everyone el se. Xinena just about inhales her fries.

LENI
| was thinking, you know. ..
Cel | phones have uni versal trackers
on themand all that now, right?

Bot h Jaguar and Orpheus sit up in alarm

LENI
Wiy don't we broaden our search?
Use a satellite in outer space..
Just on the off chance. ..

JAGUAR
Len, can | talk to you for a sec?

LENI
kay.

The two of themget up and go to the kitchen. Leni keeps
feigning a smle while Jaguar is stone-faced.

JAGUAR
What are you doi ng?

LENI
Bei ng proactive. W gotta broaden
our search

JAGUAR
| get that you're desperate, but
t his has gone on | ong enough. She's
not the kind of person you should
be telling this kind of secret to.
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LENI
VWhat secret?

Jaguar sighs, shaking his head slightly as he puts both of
hi s hands on her shoul ders.

JAGUAR
That Starman's not on Earth
anynore. That he's sonewhere in
outer space and |likely won't be
back for a very long tine.

As his words sink in, Leni's forced smle falters and rather
t han breaki ng down, she's visibly unburdened and a true,
timd and sheepish smle conmes out.

LENI
| guess we were gonna have to talk
about that el ephant in the room
sooner or |ater, huh?

XI MENA
What did you call nme?

LENI
(to Xi nena)
We weren't tal king about you.

She faces Jaguar, who renoves his hands from her shoul ders.

LENI
| know they're not here anynore,
but we still have to try. There's

sonething | need to tell Tommy, and
Xi mena can hel p us.

Jaguar's cheek twitches, Iike he ate a particularly
strange-tasting fruit, but nonetheless he follows Leni back
to the coffee table.

LENI
Hey, Xi nena.
Xl MENA
What's up?
LENI
| gotta be honest with you about
sonet hi ng.

Xi mena puts her can of Rocket Punch down.

LENI
| haven't been all that honest with
you fromthe start. The truth is,
we all know where everyone is.

Xi mena gasps.
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LENI
And they're... Not here.
XI MENA
Well, | know THAT.
LENI
No, | mean they're not on Earth.

Sil ence descends upon them Jaguar and O pheus rel easi ng any
built-up tension they had from hol ding onto that secret.

Xl MENA
Oh, thank CGod, you finally admt
it!

LENI
You knew?

Xl MENA
Well, yeah. Don't ask how, but I
found out a long tinme ago. |
woul d' ve told you, but | didn't
wanna ruin our friendship.

O pheus scoffs heartily only to be el bowed by Jaguar.

LENI
That's so sweet.

XI MENA
|'ve always wanted to stal k sonmeone
in outer space.

LENI
Well, they're touring, so hopefully
we'll catch themthat way
XI MENA
Hel | yeah, girl! By the way, are
you gonna eat those fries?

LENI
Nope, they're all yours.
Xl MENA
Awesone, |'m gonna need all the

calories for this.
Jaguar and Orpheus sit back, gobsmacked, as Leni beans with
genuine joy and Xinena stuffs her face full of fries and
downs an entire can of Rocket Punch
EXT. DAN CA
Title card: Danica

THE BAND is setting up, very few DANI CANS present in the
audi ence. The actual planet Danica is conprised |argely of
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pi nks, purples, and whites, |ike dawn is breaking. lesu
yawns, Dooner hinself whistling the fife part of "The
British Genadiers."

LOR SALVI ATOR | ooks fromthe sidelines, grimfaced as
Starman downs an entire can of Boom ChocoLatte, adding it to
the grow ng pyram d on the corner.

STARMAN
| think I'"ve built a resistance to
t hese t hings.

ERI K RHODES
At this rate I'm gonna need act ual
[ightning to wake ne up.

Dooner plays the drum portion of "The British Genadiers,"”
shocki ng the others awake. He stops to shrug.

DOOVER
You' re wel cone.

Little by little their audience grows and lesu plays a bit
of "Kalinka" on his bass guitar to the others' snickers.

As their audience grows, Erik Rhodes smrks and plays a bit
of "Le Chanson de |'G gnon," though none of the others seem
to recognise it. He shrugs a shoul der.

Starman clears his throat and plays a bit of "Scotland the
Brave" on his guitar and cracks up al ongsi de everyone el se.
He then sees the crowd has amassed quite a bit, and he
stretches while cracking his knuckl es and neck.

STARVAN
Al'l right, guys. W got this.
Thanks, Dooner.

Dooner gives hima thunbs up and Starman faces the crowd,
the rising sun itself acting as his spotlight in the sky.

STARVAN
Al right, how s everyone doi ng
t oday?
The audi ence cheers.
STARMVAN

Y all ready to have fun?
The audi ence cheers agai n.

STARVAN
Alright, let's go!

Doonmer hits the druns and | esu the bass for "Boreal ."
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STARMAN
"I took the road | east travell ed,
it led ne to the sky above, | saw

not hi ng but beauty, but could only
t hi nk of your love..."

As the audience cheers and the band plays, their novenents
are heavy beneath the energy they're putting out, and Lor

Sal vi ator checks sonething on his wistwatch that we don't
see. Nonethel ess he puts it away and | ooks on at the band,
hi s expressi on unreadabl e.

EXT. QOUTER SPACE

PI ROUZ runs across outer space, |leaping off of an asteroid
i npossi bly high and | andi ng on the SPACE WHALE' S back with
an artful and fluid backflip.

He stretches his arns and | egs before | eaping off of the
whal e' s back and diving onto another planet.

| NT. RI G L ANTAREA
Title card: Lor Salviator's mansion, Rigil Antarea

Lor Salviator's Rigil Antarea mansion has a markedly
different feel to it than Zygoma; it follows a distinct
vaporwave schene, conplete with an indoor garden with an
oasis in the centre, and purple fish swmmng in it.

Qutside of a |lone window, if you blink you would m ss Pl ROUZ
effortlessly landing on his feet before creeping away out of
si ght .

STARMVAN tunes his guitar by the oasis, several pages of
nmusi ¢ notes before him Once done, he struns a few notes,
munbl i ng along to the nusic. ERIK RHODES joins him sitting
on the opposite end of the oasis.

ERI K RHODES
Hey, |'ve been thinking.

St arman st ops pl ayi ng.

ERI K RHODES
Do you actually wanna quit when al
this is over?

He | ooks over at Starman, who doesn't | ook at him | nstead,
he puts down his guitar.

STARVAN
Yeah. And it's not just for Leni.
Being this far away from honme nakes
me realise | regret so many things.

He chuckles bitterly.
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STARVAN
| wasn't there for ny famly,
didn't wanna take over the business
until after we broke up. Figured
it's not bad, washing cars for a
living. Good, honest work. Mym
al ways said that I'd better clean

up nmy act.

He chuckl es agai n.
STARVAN
She also said with a little effort,
Dooner woul d cl ean up real nice.

Eri k Rhodes al so chuckl es at that.

STARVAN
Al | can think about is things
like that. This tour, all the fans,
everything about it... Do you ever
feel Iike deep down, you're just
playing at it all?

ERI K RHODES
No. | believe we got here because

we worked for it. And now t hat
we're here, we gotta do even
better.

Eri k Rhodes | eans back on the grass, and Starman does as
wel | .

ERI K RHODES
Honestly, though, | get what you
mean. Sucks that |I'm not hone
getting to rub being gal axy fanous
in everyone's faces. Wuld nmake al
the tines | got negatively conpared
to Nicky worth it.

He feigns a laugh, but it's holl ow

STARVAN
Mom was right, though. About ne
needing to clean up ny act. Lor's
not gonna ferry us back hone | ust
i ke that, so no use thinking about
everything | should and shoul dn't
have done.

ERI K RHODES
If you're gonna do that, wite new
songs. You can't just play the sane
t hi ngs over and over again, no
matter how nuch they lose their
m nds hearing it live.
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Starman says not hing, soaking the words in, and then he
pi cks his guitar back up and strums the notes to the
acoustic song, "Sunrise."

STARVAN
"N ght's blanket falls from your
shoul ders, you turn away fromne to
face the sun..."

Eri k Rhodes cl oses his eyes and listens along to the nusic.
EXT. KLELLI A - M DDAY
Title card: Klellia

The planet Klellia has very little actual land; the only
land is an islet in the mddle of endl ess blue ocean. The
attendants this tine all appear to be nerpeople with various
seastars, crustaceans and kel p adorning their hair.

THE BAND all stand on the islet which itself is surrounded
on all sides with KLELLIANS. They are playing their song
“Century."

STARVAN
"I marked the years gone by like
rings on a tree, counting down the
m nutes until you find ne..."

A smal|l skiff carrying seven REFUGEES, this tinme ones that
| ook I'i ke cat people no taller than two feet, sails with
various Klellians either noving out of their way or gently
pushing themforward |ike a nosh pit.

When the skiff stops in front of a group of Klellians and
capsizes, lesu is the first one to stop playing and dives
into the crowd and they carry himtowards the refugees.

He picks up three of them and the surrounding Klellians pick
up and ferry over the remaining four.

They are all carried over to the stage islet where lesu is
pull ed up by Erik Rhodes nost prom nently, and Dooner takes
the refugees fromhim He and Starman gently give them
gentl e chest conpressions.

| ESU
Are you guys all right?

They're a little shaken but otherw se just fine. He sighs in
relief.

Starman, watching them surrepticiously w pes the edge of
his eye and steps closer to Dooner to speak to him so only
he can hear.

STARVAN
You know, maybe this really is what
we were nmeant for.
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Dooner, in lieu of a corny line brew ng behind his crooked
smle, pats Starman on the shoul der. He then nods, facing
the crowmd, the refugees in particular, and starts singing
"Leave Her, Johnny."

STARNVAN
"I thought | heard the old man say,
' Leave her, Johnny, |eave her.
Tonmorrow ye will get your pay, and
it's tine for us to | eave her.""

Eri k Rhodes joins himon violin, Doonmer and lesu in the
chor us.

STARVAN
(together with lesu and
Dooner)
"Leave her, Johnny, |eave her. Oh,
| eave her, Johnny, |eave her. For
the voyage is long and the w nds
don't blow, and it's tinme for us to

| eave her."
STARVAN
"Ch, the wind was fow and the sea
ran high--"
STARVAN
(together with lesu and
Dooner)
"--Leave her, Johnny, |eave her."
STARVAN
"She shipped it green and none went
by--"
STARVAN
(together with lesu and
Dooner)
"--and it's tinme for us to | eave
her. ™"
KLELLI ANS

"Leave her, Johnny, |eave her. On,

| eave her, Johnny, |eave her. For
the voyage is long and the w nds
don't blow, and it's tinme for us to
| eave her."

Starman cl oses his eyes as everyone sings, letting the song
wash over himjust like Klellia's waters, the |ast stanza
echoi ng.

H s reverie shatters when he is hit with what | ooks like a
starfi sh and seaweed, even sonme fish and shells.

STARVAN
|"msorry, was that rude?
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He and the band try in vain to dodge the various sea fl otsam
and jetsam being thrown at them but then Starman realises
what's happeni ng, right when he dodges a particularly |arge
fish that would nost assuredly injure himotherw se.

STARMAN
Heh. Thanks.

He then starts the next song, using his dodges as part of
t he stage dance.

| NT. PANDORAN WARSHI P

TIGRI'S and PALANG stand before a large celestial map witten
i n Pandoran, whose script resenbles Arabic. Several planets
are connected by a single red line like a trail of blood.

TIGRS
(in sign | anguage)
They' re maki ng progress further
west. The best tine to strike would
be after they reach Magna Sei bel

Pal ang nods.

TIGRS
(i n sign | anguage)
He truly is insolent, putting on
pacifist airs. | alnost pity his
char ges.

Pal ang nods.

TIGRS
(i n sign | anguage)
Regar dl ess, continue your task. W
have waited thousands of years for
this nmonment.

Pal ang nods deeply and | eaves him
| NT. PARVA SEI BEL
Title card: Lor Salviator's mansi on, Parva Sei bel

Lor Salviator's mansion interior shows a mauve |iving room
lined wwth sets of arnmour and priceless jewelry and artwork
along the walls, wth one |Iong couch in the centre | ooking
at it all on one side.

|ESU is seated in front of a |arge half-oval w ndow
over | ooking an even | arger nulticol oured garden that spans
at least one hill and a marble fountain, with a clear starry
sky above.

Just within the line of sight is a small brown planet acting
as a satellite. ERIK RHODES joins himbut he doesn't bring a
chair to sit down.
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| magi ne seeing sonething like this
back honme, huh?

| ESU
Al'l this space just for you.
ERlI K RHODES
You never cared nmuch for [uxury,
huh?
| ESU

It seens pretty wasteful. And he
has a dozen of these places.

ERI K RHODES
| think it's nore than a dozen.

| ESU
Yeah, you wouldn't get it.

Eri k Rhodes | eans against the wall beside the w ndow.

| ESU
Ever since we went to Sirius, |'ve
been thinking. Wth how fanmous we
are after all... Shouldn't we be
nore responsi bl e?

ERI K RHODES
Responsi bl e how?

| ESU
| dunno, just... Renenber when Lor

said we're the reason aliens aren't
fighting each other?

ERI K RHODES
Yeah, so0?

| ESU
Doesn't that nean we shoul d maybe
do sonething nore than just making
nmusi c for the fans?

ERI K RHODES
| dunno. |I'mgood with this just
being ny life.
| ESU
O course you are.
ERI K RHODES
You' re the one who asked. | never

said ny way was the right way, just
that it's mne. Cearly it's not
yours.

72.
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| ESU
Clearly.

Eri k Rhodes | eaves and | esu sighs, once again | ooking up
towards the smaller brown planet. LOR SALVI ATOR cones in and
stands in Erik Rhodes's spot.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| s sonmething on your mnd, Sir
| esu?

| ESU
Was just telling Erik that there's
gotta be nore to all this fanme. It
doesn't seemright for this to be
all 1 do.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Your notivations are nore than just
fame and success, aren't they, Sir
| esu?

| esu makes a bashful expression.

LOR SALVI ATOR
In that case | have sonething
woul d i ke to show you. | noticed
you noticing it just now.

| ESU
Is it that planet not too far from
her e?

LOR SALVI ATOR
It's called Yueyue. Shall we head
off2 It will be a quick trip.

He ushers himout of the room
EXT. YUEYUE - DAYTI ME

| ESU stands in the mddle of a barren wastel and, where a

hi ghl y advanced soci ety once stood. Only the base
foundati ons of buildings remain, the debris splattered about
as if it had been bonbed.

Even the sky is a very unflattering shade of brown. A weak
breeze is audible. He | ooks absolutely crestfallen and even
falls to his knees and hands, LOR SALVI ATOR st ands as

nor mal

| ESU
What happened to this place?

LOR SALVI ATOR
This was once a very prosperous
ki ngdom Its peoples were peaceful
and wi shed only to live their
lives.
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A TUMBLEWEED rolls by them

LOR SALVI ATOR ( CONT' D)
Unfortunately their plentifu
resources made thema prinme target
for pillagers.

Just a stone's throw away fromthem what appears to be a
hol | owed out, now dirty | ake basin is seen.

LOR SALVI ATOR ( CONT' D)
So in a final act of defiance they
torched their homeworld and
t hensel ves along with it. It truly
is a tragedy, they had such a
beauti ful planet, not unlike yours.

| ESU
Not unlike... ours?

He very gingerly gets up and wi pes his face. Then he hears a
rustle, and turns to ook at a YUEYUAN PET shaped simlarly
to a rodent who runs towards him He picks it up.

| ESU
What are you doin'? This is your
home, huh?

| esu chuckles as he puts the aninmal down. It yaps and little
by little simlar ones creep out fromthe ruins, and run
towards lesu, trying to clinmb up his |legs. He crouches down
to greet themall with a hug.

LOR SALVI ATOR
|"mtruly astounded by your |ove of
living things, Sir lesu.

| ESU
This is their planet now, huh?
Al nost like Sirius.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| ndeed.

| ESU
Were they pets? They nust've been,
to be this happy to see us. Ww,
all of you lost your nmasters. |
hope you know it wasn't your fault.

He gets up to face Lor Salviator.

| ESU
Hey, Lor... There are other Yueyues
out there, right?

LOR SALVI ATOR
| ndeed there are, Sir |esu.
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| ESU
So there's gotta be a bunch of
refugees and whatnot, right?

LOR SALVI ATOR
| ndeed there are.

| esu regards Lor Salviator pointedly, as if about to ask a
heavy question but deliberates if he shoul d.

| ESU
Don't you feel any sort of greater
responsibility? Not |ike guilt or
anyt hing, but...

He clears his throat.

| ESU
There's no point beating around the
bush.
He steels hinself.
| ESU

| ' ve been wonderi ng about how you
have so many pl anets, and if,
well... You actually have sonething
to do withit.

|l esu | ooks like he regrets it, while Lor Salviator |ooks on
ki ndly.

LOR SALVI ATOR
It's no wonder you are so | oved by
t he downtrodden of the galaxy, Sir
| esu.

| esu keeps a straight face.

LOR SALVI ATOR
To answer your question, nmy famly
did indeed acquire wealth through
what you woul d no doubt cal
shameful neans, but it is still ny
i nheritance and only I can do with
it as | w sh.

Lor Sal viator takes out a small pouch and enpties it before
t he Yueyuan pets, which appears to be cereal.

LOR SALVI ATOR ( CONT' D)
| cannot heal the wounds of those
who have suffered on my owmn with ny
resources. Al it will do is enable
anot her great tragedy in the
future

He turns to face |esu again.



LOR SALVI ATOR ( CONT' D)
But you, Sir lesu, and your fellow
bandmates, can and wi |l heal many
with your art. It wll naturally
not be instantaneous but you have
i ndeed contributed so nmuch nore
than you reali se.

He cl asps his hands.

LOR SALVI ATOR ( CONT' D)
This is why | have decided to give
you your tour across the gal axy. |
simply wish to help you

| ESU
| see... Sorry, Lor.

LOR SALVI ATOR
None taken. In fact | have to say,
|'"'mglad we are having this
conversation. You have given ne
much food for thought. | hope this
conversation has been simlarly
enl i ghtening for you.

| ESU
It has... But | still think
shoul d be doing a ot nore than
just playing nusic. In fact...

He | ooks at the Yueyuan pets happily eating the cereal.

| ESU ( CONT' D)
Is it true that aliens think we as
humans are total idiots?

When Lor Salviator's face doesn't show any particul ar
expression, lesu quickly continues talking.

| ESU ( CONT' D)
| nmean we have all these problens
we can't solve and we're killing
t he planet, seeking out new ones to
exploit...

A coupl e Yueyuan pets approach lesu for food, which he
doesn't have.

| ESU ( CONT' D)
W say we want world peace but have
no i dea what that even neans...

LOR SALVI ATOR
| haven't asked anyone that nyself
nor have | seen it. Honestly, |
never cared to find out sonething
so trivial...
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lesu looks just a little bit offended at this sentence.

LOR SALVI ATOR ( CONT' D)
...and | daresay no one el se ever
stops to think about it. But |
certainly don't think that about
you.

| ESU
Guess that sorta thing really
doesn't matter ultimately, huh

He crouches down to offer his hand to the Yueyuan pets and
t hey flock around himfor pets.

| ESU
That's actually good to know. W
talk about it all the tine on
Eart h.

He picks sonme of them up.

| ESU
We both want and don't want to know
whet her or not you're out here, if
you will attack us, laugh at us..

He | ooks down at the pets in his arns as nore of themfl ock
around him

| ESU
GQuess it is pretty stupid, but
that's what we are. And maybe
that's all right after all.

Finally lesu smles and puts down the pets he was hol di ng.

| ESU
Thank you, Lor. Let's go back.

LOR SALVI ATOR
O course, Sir lesu. Mght | say, |
do | ook forward to your endeavours
across the wi der gal axy.

Lor Salviator smles and ushers himback to the spaceship.
EXT. MAGNA SEI BEL

Title card: Magna Sei bel

THE BAND pl ays their song "Shine" on the stage on Magna

Sei bel, which |ooks like it's being held by two giant white

Roman statues before their biggest audience yet. Starnman
shreds on his guitar to thunderous applause, awash in sweat.
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STARVAN
"A bouquet of dianonds is all
have to show for how long |I've been
wi t hout you..."

For just a nonent his eyes see all the way back to Earth,
but he continues his song.

STARVAN
"Sapphires rain down whenever |
t hi nk about you..."

He closes his eyes, feeling the words of his song, and for a
nmoment he appears to want to fall forward into a stage dive,
but then he | ooks up, determ ned.

STARMVAN
"A hell of rubies surrounds ne."

He shreds on his guitar again, and for just a nonent it's
hard to tell if that's a tear falling fromhis eye or he's
just sweating that hard.

STARNVAN
"But no jewel shines as bright as
you. "

For added enphasis he reaches out to the audi ence and they
cheer even |louder. He rubs his eyes with his forearm and
then raises that same armas the rest of the band bow.

STARNAN
Thank you, Magna Seibel! Now this
next one, is a personal one no one
el se has heard before. Goes out to
soneone | |love a |lot. Maybe you
al ready know her.

After tuning his guitar, he starts playing the gentle tab
procession of "Lenore."

STARVAN
"My life was a nmess until you
stepped inside. Wien you | ooked at
me, all | wanted to do was hide."

The MAGNA SEI BELI ANS wave their arns as he plays.
| NT. STARMAN AND LENI 'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Meanwhi | e, XI MENA types away on her |aptop as ORPHEUS,
JAGUAR, and LENI are respectively noving a satellite dish
outside and tuning a radio. Leni happens upon nostly static
until the chords of the song are audible.

XI MENA
That's it! W just gotta hone in
sone nore.
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Jaguar tilts the satellite dish just a little bit towards
the right, and after sonme nore typing, the sound is stil
grainy but it is indeed Starman playing "Lenore."

STARMAN (Q. S.)
"--dreanms do you have, am|!l in any
of thenf"

Leni listens intently, and when he and O pheus cone back
i nside, Jaguar stiffens listening to the chord progression.

ORPHEUS
Hey, isn't that..?

JAGUAR
That absol ute bastard. ..

ORPHEUS
Yup, it is.

Though his fist quakes, Jaguar appears to cal mas he watches
Leni listening to it and being overcone with enotion. He
takes a seat on the couch as O pheus sits beside him

wat chi ng t hem bot h.

LENI
| haven't heard this one.

JAGUAR
You weren't supposed to.

O pheus clears his throat and Xi nena clues in, covering her
mouth with her fingertips. Leni doesn't appear to have heard
him all her focus is on the recording.

STARMAN (Q. S.)
“I"l'l cross oceans of sky to find
you, dream ng of the day I swmin
your eyes of blue..."

Jaguar covers a gag wth a cough, and O pheus cringes in
support. He then flinches when he sees Jaguar's shoul ders
guaki ng and his bangle's eyes glinting. Wien he speaks he
sounds nore |like a jaguar.

JAGUAR
(to O pheus)
Is it bad that | wish he was here
just so | could throw himinto
out er space nyself?

ORPHEUS
No, but cal m down, maybe.

He | ooks over at Leni, still arrested as she listens to the
song, a gentle blush spreading on her face and her eyes
shining like stars.
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LENI
Thank God... He's still thinking
about ne out there.

O pheus, frowning, wites sonmething in his notebook.
| NT. PANDORAN WARSHI P

Even LEON is listening to the song in The Ship, though with
much crisper definition. A smrk spreads on his face.

LEON
Tigris.

TIAI S bows.

TIGRI'S
Yes, Your Mnjesty.

LEON
| take it you have made the
necessary preparations.

TIGRI'S
Aye, Your Majesty. Palang and |
have made certain it will take
pl ace wi thout a hitch.

LEON
Very well. Then deploy Pirouz and
the ocelot for their own task.
will leave the rest to you and
Pal ang.

TIGRI'S
Yes, Your Mjesty!

He bows again and | eaves the scene. Léon, neanwhile, opens
his | ocket and gazes wistfully at it.

| NT. STUDI O ( FLASHBACK)
Title card: Three years ago

JAGUAR, aged 31 here, is playing the notes of "Lenore" on
the acoustic guitar, eyes closed as he feels the nusic.
ORPHEUS, al so 31, neanwhile, pets AKIRA who | ays down beside
hi m on the couch. Wen he finishes playing, Opheus claps.

ORPHEUS
Ni ce! | can see that becomng a
real hit.

JAGUAR
It's not really one you want
everyone to hear. | didn't even
know you were there.
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ORPHEUS
That's just how it goes. Wsh |
came up with that song

JAGUAR
Heh, thanks, man. Still, no way in
hell is this one leaving this room
ORPHEUS

That's a shanme, but it's your song,
so | respect that.

STARMAN, 31, is seen outside of the slightly ajar studio
door, having listened in.

He shuts his eyes, but opens them again when ERI K RHODES,
al so 31, enters. He gets a phone call and | eaves the frane
just as O pheus cones out first, and he and Eri k Rhodes
pause when they see one anot her.

ERI K RHODES
Ni cky.

ORPHEUS
Eri k.

ERI K RHODES

Sorry you got that song of yours
pl agi ari sed.

ORPHEUS
It's what | get for being a
succesful artist. Ain't like |
don't also have bills to pay,
t hough.

Eri k Rhodes gently scoffs at the hunble brag but nonethel ess
nods.

ERI K RHODES
| had to get a newviolin after ny
| ast one bit the dust, that really
hurt the funds.

ORPHEUS
Wll, for what it's worth,
Grandpa's gonna cone to the rescue
wi th Christmas noney.

ERI K RHODES
That's true, he al ways does.

Jaguar then comes out as well with Akira on a | eash, and
Eri k Rhodes pets him Soon after they are joined by | ESU and
DOOVER, respectively 30 and 31. lesu | ooks rather haggard.

ERI K RHODES
Hey, Akira. You're |ooking good
today. Feeling better?
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| ESU
Yeah, he's doing better today, but
his vet bills are through the roof.

Eri k Rhodes | ooks at Akira for about three seconds as
O pheus not -too-conspi cuously | eaves the scene.

ERI K RHODES
Hey, why don't you conme over to the
house tonight? After your shift.
"1l split my Christmas noney with

you.
| ESU

Aw no, it's fine.
ERlI K RHODES

Cnon, it's Christmas. | want to.

It'sfor AKir a.

| esu, enbarrassed, nonethel ess | ooks at Akira and nods. Erik
Rhodes grins and they go towards their instrunments to begin
practi ci ng.

I NT. ICH GO | CH E'S PANCAKE PALACE
Title card: Six years ago

| chigo Ichie' s Pancake Pal ace is conprised nostly of
yel | ows, oranges whites, its mascot bringing to m nd
strawberry shortcake, its tables resenbling giant orange
slices and chairs cherries.

LENI, 26, and Jaguar, 28, sit at one such table as a
WAl TRESS, whose uniformresenbles a fruit fairy, |eaves
t hem

LENI
Thanks for com ng out, Oscar.

JAGUAR
No worries. \Wat's up?

LENI
ell. ..

Leni fidgets, blushing.

LENI
Tomry asked ne to nove in!
JAGUAR
. Oh.
LENI

Yeah! Can you believe it?

JAGUAR
... Yeah, actually.
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LENI
Do you think it's too soon?

JAGUAR
Uh, not really. It's been two
years.

LENI
' mso nervous, though... | don't
even have brothers, so |'ve never
lived with a guy before, other than
ny Dad, but that doesn't really
count .

JAGUAR
| guess that would be a bit of an
adj ustnment for you, eh.

LENI
Yeah, like... What do | do? We're
gonna be sharing a room and
everything. Such a crazy thought!

JAGUAR
Well, Len, if you're not ready for
that, don't do it.
LENI
He was so happy, though.
JAGUAR
So you asked ne over to tell ne
t hat, huh.
LENI
Yeah, | nean, you're ny best

friend. You know everything about
me. Wio else am | gonna tell?

JAGUAR
Maybe a girl, for one.

LENI
Awmv Cscar. You're better than any
girl. Grls have no idea how guys
think or what they expect.

Jaguar's face says "l ook who's talking..."

LENI
So will you hear me out? I'll treat
you to pancakes and what ever el se

you want .

The pause is just | ong enough to not be suspicious to Leni.
Jaguar sighs and forces a smle.

JAGUAR
...yeah, sure, why not.
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LENI
Oh ny gosh, you're the best!

Jaguar nods while Leni smles and waves over a waitress.

| NT. PANDORA' S VAULT

Begi n dream sequence. LEN is once again waking up in the
expansi ve darkness of Pandora's Vault as the |one source of
light. She gingerly gets up and | ooks around.

LENI
This place feels awfully famliar.

She is about to wal k when she appears to renenber.

LENI
No, wait. | do know this place.

She then exam nes her hands, even though they don't change.

LENI
If it's this dark... | shouldn't be
able to see nyself. But | can, |I'm

ri ght here.

Her befuddl ed expression soon gives way to a smle just like
when the sun pierces through clouds.

LENI
O course! Wiy couldn't | think of
it before?

As soon as she says this, she glows bright enough that she
can see a patch of ground at her feet, like a reverse
shadow.

A step forward reveals nore of the sanme ground, and so on,
and so on.

She then finds herself before the FI VE HOODED FlI GURES from
the first tinme, but none of themnove in the gl ow of her
[ight.

She then yel ps when sonet hi ng brushes agai nst her |eg, and
she yel ps agai n when she sees two chartreuse eyes bel ongi ng
to A JAGUAR

The jaguar | ooks up at her, head tilted. Leni squints and
reaches her hand out to seemingly pet it, and its gl ow
reveals the nelanistic rosettes in its coat.

LENI
Such a good kitty.

The jaguar "meows,"” and it sounds just |like if Jaguar was
pretending to do it.
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LENI
Way are you here in such a dark
pl ace when you got such a beautiful
coat? You should showit to
everyone.

She scratches under its chin, and it "purrs" as nuch as a
j aguar can.

LENI
You're just |ike nme, aren't you?
That's why we're both here. You're
such a sweetheart, though. | don't
know why | was ever scared of you.

She then kneel s before the jaguar, still petting it.
LENI
You're so soft... | mean, you are
just a big cat. I've always | oved
cats. O course, | never actually

had one as a pet. Allergies. But
you're |like velvet, so | probably
coul d' ve had you as a pet.

The jaguar yawns and flops over, Leni still petting it.

LENI
You' d be great to have as a guard.
No one would ever ness with a
jaguar. 1'd feel so safe, and |1'd
get to play with you, too. It's the
best of both worl ds.

She stops petting the jaguar, who groans as if to ask why
she st opped.

LENI
He's probably never com ng back.
And if | wake up... Maybe none of
this will have happened. But that'd
be bad witing, wouldn't it?

She chuckl es, and the jaguar gently paws at her and she
| eans against it like it's one big pillow

LENI
Hey... You feel famliar, actually.
Li ke I've known you every tine |'ve
been alive.

She hugs the jaguar around its mdsection and cuddl es
cl oser.

LENI
| think I'm gonna nane you. .

But just then, everything runbles |ike a nmega earthquake,
and |ike God hinself ripped the heavens apart |ight rains
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down like falling stars, and all around Leni and the jaguar
just as many shadows shoot up, and several of themtry to
lift her up al ongside them

She grabs onto the jaguar as tightly as she can, the jaguar
itself pulling her down and grow ing |ouder the nore it
resists.

| NT. STARVAN AND LENI'S APARTMENT - NI GHT - CONTI NUQUS

LENI bolts upright and awake, panting and awash wth sweat.
The moon is big and full outside her w ndow, al nost
preternaturally so.

The noonlight spills inside her roomfromthe open w ndow,
form ng a projection of PRI NCESS ALMAS.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
My dear, don't be afraid. | had to
reach you as soon as | saw. Now
l[isten to nme, you nust--

But before she can finish that sentence, Leni bolts upright
and awake, just |ike before, show ng that she dreaned that.
The nmoon | ooks normal now, though still shining strangely
bri ght.

LENI
Geez, what was that dreanf

She's about to turn back in when in so doing OQZZY is visible
in the noonlight's trajectory.

Leni screans, and Ozzy claps a hand over her nmouth and in
one fell swoop, is out of the roomwth her in tow as
qui ckly as he showed up.

I NT. LOR SALVI ATOR S SPACESHI P

An al ert nessage beeps on the dashboard as LOR SALVI ATOR
inspects it, eyebrows dinpled. Over in the sitting area, THE
BAND ar e | oungi ng.

ERI K RHODES
Good job, guys. That one was easily
our best show.

| ESU
No kidding. |I actually think I'm
getting used to this tour.

DOOVER
Sanme. Never thought a dinky band
i ke us could manage this, huh,
Tont?

St arman shakes hinself out of his reverie.
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STARNVAN
Yeah, definitely.

l esu smles crookedly, Erik Rhodes al so exhal es through his
nose.

ERI K RHODES
We' || go home eventual ly. Though
gotta admt, | can't wait to lord

this over Nicky forever. GQuy may've
won a bunch of trophies, but he's
nowhere near as fanous as ne.

DOOVER
Right? | actually mss the car
wash. Never thought 1'd say that.

| ESU
"' mgonna mss Sirius, but there's
so many nore back home | wanna
hel p.

DOOVER
Wonder if the Princess is gonna
come down to Earth sonmetines. O if
| can visit her nyself.

VWhen Starnman doesn't answer, and instead | ooks even nore
| ost in thought, the others exchange | ooks.

ERI K RHODES
VWhat's with hinf

DOQOVER
Heh. So that's what | | ooked |ike
before neeting her.

ERI K RHODES
Ww. | can't believe that joke
wasn't beneath you.

| ESU
Leave him al one, he's just tired.

Meanwhi | e, Lor Sal vi ator approaches them putting on a smle
that he doesn't entirely feel. On the dashboard behi nd him
the alert still beeps and through the w ndshield Saturn
passes by.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Gentlenen, | would like to take a
nonent to thank you for indulging
me on this tour.

DOOVER
In fairness, you didn't |eave us
much of a choice, but you're
wel cone.



LOR SALVI ATOR
I ndeed it was selfish of me to put
you through it with flagrant
di sregard for how you m ght feel

| ESU
The Lord works in mysterious ways.

LOR SALVI ATOR
I"'mglad | got to partake on this
with you, as it's sonething |I've
been wanting to do for as long as
|'ve been your fan.

ERI K RHODES
Pl easure's all ours.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Al that said... | think it's tinme
to say goodbye. As we speak we are
nearing Earth. By the tinme we
arrive it will be nighttine.

At the nention of "Earth,” Starman snaps out of
sitting up.

STARVAN
Did you just say "Earth"?

LOR SALVI ATOR
Yes, Sir Starman. Watching you al
on this journey made ne reali se,
you' ve put all your energy to
i ndul ge ne and the audi ences. And
the galaxy is a big place. No doubt
you're quite tired and need a rest
ina famliar place.

ERI K RHODES
But... That doesn't nean the tour
is over, right?

DOOVER
Yeah, | nean | can keep goi ng.

LOR SALVI ATOR
I'"mglad to hear that, sirs, but
seei ng as how you haven't ventured
out si de of your planet before, |
can't risk you experiencing any
health issues. | daresay | didn't
stop to think that even resting in
ny various residences would be hard
on you physically.

ERI K RHODES
| nmean, | am gonna m ss that
shanpoo and conditioner set.

it,
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LOR SALVI ATOR
| will be sure to give you a couple
when we | and, Sir Rhodes. Now t hen,
gent |l emen, pl ease prepare for
I andi ng.

He | eaves them and Starman gets up to follow himto the
cockpit.

STARNVAN
Wait, Lor. Wiy now?

LOR SALVI ATOR
Pl ease return to your seat, Sir
St ar man.

STARVAN
| will, but answer ne, please. Wy
are we goi ng hone now?

LOR SALVI ATOR
As | said, Sir Starman. You ought
torest in a famliar place. |
t hought you woul d be happy.

STARVAN
| mean... | am but | was al so
thinking we'd be at this a while

| onger.
Lor Salviator sml es.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| assure you, Sir Starman, | am
nore than willing to show you every
corner of the galaxy. But | have
overstayed ny welcone as it is, and
| don't imagine Mss Leni is al
that pleased with me for taking you
away from her.

STARVAN
Gotta admt, Lor. It's kinda weird
for you to be this considerate now.
But thanks for everything.

LOR SALVI ATOR
My pleasure, Sir Starman. Now
pl ease join the others, we wll
| and shortly.

Starman lingers for just a little bit |onger before
rejoining the rest of the band. They fasten their seatbelts
as Earth gets closer and closer. lesu silently begins
prayi ng and Starman joins him
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ERI K RHODES
Geez. Look at the earth, though.
Was just a pixel and nowit's
getting big again. Feels so wong.

He steals a glance at Starman, who at this point is feeling
all of lesu's prayer several tinmes over. Erik Rhodes exhal es
t hrough his nose as he smles crookedly.

ERI K RHODES
Heh. Guess there's a lesson in
t her e somewher e.

Meanwhil e, in the cockpit, Lor Salviator drives, a forlorn
expression on his face as the ship goes through the clouds
and enters the atnosphere.

EXT. CAR WASH - DAYTI ME ( FLASHBACK)
Title card: Fourteen years ago

STARMAN, aged 19 here, wears a blue and white uniform
beari ng a MAJOR CLEAN badge sewn on the shirt, hosing down a
smal|l car while a simlarly aged DOOVER finishes wiping it
down with a big soapy sponge.

Dooner | argely keeps to hinself, not facing Starman as the
| atter makes sure the car gets water at every angle. Wen
he's done, he speaks.

STARVAN
M ssed you at the auditions the
ot her day. | keep saying you'd be
great on the druns.

DOOVER
| dunno, man. Those Rhodes guys
seemlike a real pain in the ass.

STARVAN
That's not really their fault. They
just need to neet nore normnal
peopl e.

Dooner sni ckers.

DOOVER
And starting a band is the way to
do that?

STARVAN

Way not ? Dunno about you, but |
don't really wanna do this all the
time, even if it is steady noney.

The car turns on and drives away, and they put away the hose
and squeeze out the sponge, stretching and cracki ng necks
and knuckl es.
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STARVAN
So yeah, think about it. Even if we
don't actually becone a real band,
it"ll still be fun. 1'll catch ya
| at er.

Starman | eaves himas he really think about it while
readyi ng the sponge for the next custoner.

| NT. PANDORA PALACE - THRONE ROOM
JAGUAR, dazed, finds hinself regaining consciousness inside

Pandora's throne room a very large white roomw th gold
details and a tall throne elevated by several stairs, LEON

presiding on it. H's golden eyes chill the room
LEON
Wel conme home, Son of the King's
Shadow.

Jaguar tries to overcone the sensation of the bangl e agai nst
hi s skin but nonethel ess winces as it gets stronger.

LEON
Doubt | ess your bl ood awakeni ng and
calling for home is a source of
great pain for you

As soon as he says this, Jaguar begins growing in pain.

LEON
How about | offer you a deal ?

He gets off his throne and descends the stairs deliberately,
each footstep soft, silent. He snaps his fingers.

Jaguar's attention, still nostly dedicated to the boiling
sensation, quickly diverts to LENl now being escorted in by
KOKO, a woman in her 40s with short sandy hair and eyes with
a burly gymast's physique. She shoves Leni towards Léon.

LEON
|"ve found the records of your life
on Earth rather disappointing, but
luckily for you, I amwlling to
pardon all of your sins and even
reward you for your inprovenents. |
know t hat you bot h harbour great
pains tied to Elpis.

At the nention of Elpis, both Leni and Jaguar feel sonething
striking their hearts.

LEON
Not only that, but your blood is
uni que anong Pandor ans,
irrespective of the fact that it's
nost |y human.
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Jaguar, hissing away the boiling sensation now, regards the
bangl e.

LEON
That heirl oom belongs to The King's
Shadow, passed down through
generations nmaking its way to you.
And it's not cosnetic, but a key.

Jaguar no | onger seens to be reacting to his abnormally high
body heat; even the bangle's eyes aren't radiating red now,
they're steadily turning back to green.

LEON
Only one of your bloodline can use
it to open The Vault. Take hol d of
your destiny.

Jaguar then regards Leni, sweating bullets as Léon grabs
hol d of her chin to inspect her face.

LEON
And since you al one remain of your
bloodline... I"msure you wll |ove
not hi ng nore than to change that,
woul dn't you?

He turns it one way as if to inspect her ears.

LEON
Just i magi ne. A gal axy united under
your nanme. Stars birthed in your
honour. Geat power, beyond your
wi | dest dreams. You can have it
all, Son of the King' s Shadow.

Leni tries to westle herself away from Léon's grasp, and
fails. He instead turns her around so he's got her neck
secured with the crook of his arm

LEON
You can inherit the entire universe
if you choose. Whuld you not want
your bride adorned with the finest
stars? 'Tis the | east she deserves.

LENI
GCscar, don't listen to him Don't
give in!

She tries again to wiggle free, but to no avail.
LEON
The heirloomonly brings you pain
because you resist the truth. Do

you not know that it's a sin to
betray yoursel f?
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The nmore Jaguar listens to Léon's words, the |l ess he withes
in pain fromthe bangle, to Leni's abject horror.

LEON
Do you believe it honourabl e?

Presenting your entire being as a
f al sehood?

By now Jaguar isn't withing or shivering at all. Léon
grins.
LENI
No... OGscar...
LEON

Very good. WII| you aid Pandora,
t hen, in her endeavours? To open
The Vault and reclaimtrue El pis?

Wth a final lingering |look at Leni, Jaguar's shoul ders

rel ax, steameven literally rises fromthem and his head as
his face turns stoic, |like a stone statue of hinself, and
kneel s. When he speaks, he sounds just |ike a jaguar.

JAGUAR
You have convinced ne. | will aid
you.

Leni | ooks on in horror as Léon |aughs heartily. Leni then
forces himto let go of her, and darts over to Jaguar, who
doesn't | ook at her.

LENI
Gscar... Snap out of it! This isn't
you!

When he remains as he is, she turns to face Léon.

LENI
What have you done to hinP

Léon studies her face, and Leni does her best to keep her
upper lip stiff, though her eyes betray her true fear.

LEON
|"ve done hima favour, but perhaps
it was a m stake on ny part.

LENI
A favour?

LEON
You know, you have the kind of face
t hat | aunches a thousand shi ps.
Pity I didn't take notice of you
nmysel f first.

Leni makes the nost priceless face i magi nabl e, the kind that
goes "where the HELL did that cone fronP?" Léon then notions
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for Koko to take hold of her, which she does.

LENI
O Let go of ne!
LEON
Take the bride to the spare

chanber, Koko. Ensure she is well
conpensated for her efforts.

Koko nods and carts Leni off.
| NT. STARMAN AND LENI'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

XI MENA, poring over her |aptop, notices a curious alert
sounding on it and clicks it. Her eyebrows dark all the way
up to the top of her head as she nudges ORPHEUS awake on the
chair besi de her.

ORPHEUS
VWhat ?

Xl MENA
Look at this! It's... Them

He languidly turns his attention to her |aptop, clearly nore
interested in going back to sleep, not taking any of it in.

XI MENA
They' re back... But how are we
gonna tell them about Leni and
Jaguar ?

ORPHEUS

Maybe we won't tell them

Xi mena shoots hima glare that actually seens to wake hi mup
alittle.

XI MENA
What do you nean, "maybe we won't
tell thenmi? They're gonna notice
sonething's off, and they have a
right to know.

ORPHEUS
There's sone things man just isn't
supposed to know.

Xi mena clicks her tongue, shaking her head as she turns her
attention back to her |aptop, the frowns.

XI MENA
VWhat the hell? I'"'mlosing the
si gnal .

She types sonething and then a live feed of the park shows
on her screen, and she sees LOR SALVI ATOR S SPACESHI P ri si ng
and them zoom ng away.
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XI MENA

VWll that's anticlimactic, isn't
it?

She turns to | ook at O pheus, who is no |onger there.

XI MENA
Hm Kinda rude to just disappear
like that.

Nevert hel ess, she goes right back to typing on her |aptop
until she notices his notebook |ying unattended where he was
seated. Eyes darting surreptitiously around for any and all
surveillance, she opens it and reads just as quickly,

f rowni ng

Xl MENA
The hell is this?

She nonet hel ess reads nore of the notebook, covering her
gasping nmouth with her hand before scowing |ike whatever
she's reading insults her entire bloodline, her hair even
evoking static electricity.

XI MENA
"Things man wasn't neant to know, "
he says! He thinks he can fool ME?

Nonet hel ess she keeps reading, alnost |ike she wants to make
hersel f even angrier.

From t he wi ndow, noonlight pillars shine and PRI NCESS ALMAS
appears as a projection, her hands in a prayer position.

Xi mena then | ooks up fromthe notebook and then finally put
it down in a double take, scranbling for her tinfoil hat,
fashioning it into a rather nice | ooking cloche.

XI MENA
Hey, you're that lady fromny dream
[ ast ni ght!

PRI NCESS ALMAS
Yes, ny dear, and what a |ovely
hat .

Xl MENA
Oh, you know, us girls gotta have
styl e.

PRI NCESS ALMAS
ouldn't agree nore. | wanted to
| you in person, | just gl eaned

| c
tel
t he whereabouts of El pis.

XI MENA
My girl! | already knowit'll be
| oads better than whatever this guy

( MORE)
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XI MENA (cont' d)
wote. Tell ne before he cones back
and over hears.

Princess Almas notions for her to cone closer, and Xi nena
giggles just like a schoolgirl as she does so, and Princess
Al mas whi spers in her ear.

Xinmena's face goes fromexcited and giggly to steadily
shocked, then back to grinning ear-to-ear |ike she heard the
best gossip humanly possi bl e.

EXT. JOHNNY VALENTI NE'S HOVESTYLE RESTAURANT - NI GHT
( FLASHBACK)

Title card: Three years ago

Johnny Val entine's Honestyle Restaurant's exterior |ooks
just like a red brick house turned into a restaurant.

XI MENA, aged 29, watches the door from behind sone bushes
wi th binocul ars and readi es her canmera with zoom when t he
door opens and LENI, 29, and STARMAN, 30, exit.

She snaps several photos in quick succession but hears the
rustling of another gaggle of bushes not far fromthe
entrance; the OTHER STALKER, a woman of simlar age dressed
entirely in black, approaches them

She talks to Starman while Leni tries to drag hi maway, and
the stal ker then turns her attention on Leni and grabs her
by the armand Starman tries to wench her off. Len
screans, and Xi nena | ooks down on her equi pnent bag besi de
her and seens to quietly curse it.

Just then, however, an equally big, burly figure in black,
with a certain BANGLE with flashing red eyes, wenches the
stal ker off as Starman and Leni run off. But just as X nena
is about to catch evidence of this hero, he's gone.

| NT. PANDORA PALACE - THRONE ROOM

TIGRI'S and PALANG march first into the throne room where
LEON i s seated, and quickly closes his | ocket.
LEON
You' re back so soon? Was it that
resoundi ng of a success?

Tigris doesn't speak, and they are soon joined by LOR
SALVI ATOR, and Léon nasks his heart dropping to his feet
with his kingly stoicism Lor Salviator does a half bow

LOR SALVI ATOR
It's an honour to neet you at | ast,
Your Hi ghness.

Léon scow s at the honourific for just a nonment.



LEON
Lor Sal vi ator.

LOR SALVI ATOR
|"mafraid you caught ne at a
rather bad tinme. | was truly hoping
you woul d bear witness to Elpis's
tour. But | see you wouldn't have
conme, since | caught your nen
eyei ng one of ny pl anets.

LEON
And so you cone to nme personally to
negoti ate peaceful surrender?
That's quite wi se of you.

LOR SALVI ATOR
|"'mafraid that's not why, because
| daresay coveting even ny entire
fortune would not bring you the
fulfillment you seek. It would not
change Pandora's distinction as a
vestigial enpire.

LEON
|"ve heard tell of your insolence,
Lor Salviator. | see it still holds

true.

LOR SALVI ATOR
| assure you, you and | are not
much different, Your Hi ghness. As
such, | believe |I understand you
better than your closest aides.

Léon casts a brief glance at Tigris and Pal ang.

LEON
And how do you figure that?

LOR SALVI ATOR
You no doubt recall from your
hi story | essons the great tragedy
that befell Pandora, which is to
say, when ny ancestors plundered
The Vaul t.

LEON
Aye.

LOR SALVI ATOR
My ancestors were bl essed with good
fortune, as such they naned the
first three of ny inheritance the
Moirais; Cotho, Lachesis, and
Atropos. Fromthose three the
foundation was laid to claimthe
Pl ei ades, hidden inside The Vault.

( MORE)
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LOR SALVI ATOR (cont' d)
For aeons they sieged, and it nust
have been done, for it was nandated
fromon high

LEON
Are you going to arrive at your
answer or wll you keep harping on
about what we al ready know?

LOR SALVI ATOR
At your age you naturally want to
carve your place in the world, but
since you are no ordinary man, the
task is nuch greater

Lor Salviator brings out a beautiful LOCKET of his own,
encrusted wth all manner of gens that glitter like a snal
galaxy unto its own, holding it in his hand.

LOR SALVI ATOR
You are Prince Léon of Pandora, the
Great Gver of Gfts. You of all
peopl e cannot insult your intended
w thout at |east the galaxy as a
dowy. Until you have that and your
bri de secured, you cannot hope to
call yourself King.

Those words sting Léon |ike several wasps, so nuch so that
Tigris and Pal ang both | eap towards Lor Salviator but he
effortlessly stops both by grabbing them by the forehead,
i ke they' re naught but rowdy chil dren.

LEON
|'ve heard quite enough out of you.
Tigris, you and Palang will escort
himto The Chanber al ongsi de The
Son of The King's Shadow.

TIGRI'S
Yes, Your Mnjesty!

They grab Lor Salviator by the arnms and | ead hi maway. Wen
they're all gone, Léon once again opens his | ocket and gazes
wistfully at it, then crushes it closed in his fist |ike
those words still sting, because he knows themto be true.

Nonet hel ess, he stands commtted to his words so he stornms
of f his throne.

| NT. PANDORA' S VAULT

Once agai n, surrounded by conpl ete darkness where even the
air is heavier than lead, is LENI, on her knees, her

shoul ders practically being crushed by loneliness. It's hard
totell if she's dream ng or not.
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LENI
Even Gscar's | eaving ne behind.

She sniffs.

LENI
Am | really not enough?

She | ooks up, tentatively, searching for nonexistent stars.
Her eyes glisten with tears that she hurriedly w pes away.

LENI
Am | just gonna be here until the
end of time? WIIl | never see Tommy

or anyone el se ever again?

Now she can't stop the tears fromfalling, so nuch so that
they forma puddl e before her knees, and it brings her no
real joy to see her reflection.

LENI
Look at me. |I'mno beauty. Nobody
speci al . Just a pawn.

Her reflection | ooks at her |ike those words sting, and Len
hersel f | ooks on in apol ogy.

LENI
Al I wanted was for everyone to
succeed, and let nme cheer them on.
Hell... That's what | wanted for

himall al ong.

She gasps softly at this accidental confession, hurriedly
| ooking around as if to see if anyone el se heard. She gasps
when JAGUAR S hand touches her shoul der.

| NT. PANDORA PALACE - SPARE ROOM

This action snaps LENI back to reality, as she hurriedly
rubs her eyes with her forearns before turning to face
JAGUAR. In an instant she grabs himby the shirt and shakes
hi m as best she can.

LENI
Gscar, how could you do that?

She stops and ducks her head, half in defeat and half in
| ongi ng for unspoken confort.

LENI
Maybe | shoul dn't ask that. Mybe |
know why you did it. It's because |
hurt you, isn't it?

She draws a deep, shuddering breath, and doesn't react when
Jaguar strokes the back of her head.
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LENI
Did | really hurt you so badly,
t hough, that you have to kneel
before sone alien king who m ght
just destroy the universe?

JAGUAR
| didit for you.

Now she | ooks up at him as do QZZY and PI ROUZ from under
t he bed, though neither of the formers know they're there.

JAGUAR
hit nme that it's now or never.
| don't make you realise it now,
Il be an even bigger idiot than
arman isS.

When Leni frowns, Jaguar tucks a |ock of hair behind her
ear.

JAGUAR
He was right, you should be adorned
with the finest stars. But you
don't need The Vault to do that.

Leni's eyes search his for clarity, but he remains firm

JAGUAR
You just need to wake up.

Bef ore she can respond, he leans in and presumably kisses
her, but Ozzy and Pirouz clap hands over their eyes and
stanp their feet and a bright light shines fromwhere Len
i s standi ng.

| NT. PANDORA PALACE - VAULT CHAMBER

Pandora's Vault's etched flower of life pattern glints in
ripples, and its internal |ocks click and grunt as they

di sengage. Nonet hel ess THE BAND, i ncl udi ng ORPHEUS, find

t hensel ves tel eported before it. O pheus hinself pats his
body in search of his notebook but bl anches when he realises
it's not there.

ERI K RHODES

VWhat the hell? This isn't ny house.
| ESU

Nor mne. | think this is a dream

Starman then notices the famliar light fromin front of The
Vault's door, and he and the others gasp when they see it's
LENI, but she | ooks |ike she's painted by Elisabeth Louise
Vi gée-Le Brun, her soft conplexion like mlk and her hair a
long river of golden light, and infinite hal oes radiating
from behind her head, gently rousing them awake.
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STARNVAN
Leni ? I's that you?

He darts over to her, touching her hands and face and
finally enveloping her in a hug. Wiile he's transfixed, the
ot hers notice O pheus is there, though Dooner soon starts
raptly watching Starman and Leni.

ERI K RHODES
Cone to roll out the red carpet for
us, Nicky?

ORPHEUS

This isn't supposed to happen. On,
man, did | seriously...?

STARVAN
You have no idea how good it is to
see you, Leni. Man, but you're so
beautiful. But your hair... How
| ong was | away?

Leni smles softly at him and he notices a few tears
falling fromher eyes though besides that she doesn't
actually cry.

STARVAN
Hey, it's okay. |I'm back now. Don't
tell those guys, but | really do
plan to stay. Quter space was hell
wi t hout you.

He dries her tears with his fingers but they still keep
com ng.
STARNVAN
Leni... You don't have to hold it
together if you don't want to, |I'm
here now. | promse |I'l|l never

| eave you |ike that again.

She then gently shakes her head, and Starman realises that
she's not touching himin return.

| ESU
@Quys... | don't think we should be
wat ching this

DOOVER

Speak for yourself, this is even
better than Florida Man's G eat est

Hts.

STARVAN
Leni... Talk to ne. Say anyt hing.
Pl ease.

JAGUAR t hen steps beside her, |ooking Iike the dark groomto
her starlight bride. Starman | ooks fromone to the other.
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STARVAN
Hey... Wy does Jaguar |l ook like..?

When Leni speaks, her voice brings to mnd crystal.

LENI
Tommy.
He | ooks at her again.
LENI
| love you.
STARVAN

| love you, too.

LENI
But it's tine to say goodbye.

STARVAN
Goodbye? | just got here.

LENI
| can't keep you anchored anynore.
You nust becone a gal actic
superstar, as you were al ways neant
to be.

STARVAN
As | was always neant to be?

I n the background The Vault door opens, revealing a
kal ei doscopic interior like it's having an identity crisis.

| ESU
GQuys? | got a bad feeling about
t his.
DOOVER
You're telling ne, |'mgetting déja
vu.
ORPHEUS
Goddamm t! | really did |ose the
pl ot !
ERI K RHODES
You WHAT?

Leni herself |ooks nore and nore like Elpis, her infinite
hal os eclipsing the opening of the door and making the band
m nus Jaguar levitate. Tears still flow from her eyes though
she still smles gently.

LENI
Good | uck, Tommy. Good | uck,
everyone.
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Finally she opens her arns wi de and one by one the band
m nus Jaguar transnogrify into beans of |ight and are drawn
into Pandora's Vault, its interior |ike a black hole.

When the last one is accepted inside, it switches again to a
kal ei doscope pattern and Leni |ooks |ike her usual self,
fainting into Jaguar's arns.

She smles faintly, her tears very real, and now she is
i ndeed crying but out of relief.

LENI
| didit, Gscar. | told him

She then falls asleep in his arns.

TIGRI'S and PALANG cone with LOR SALVIATOR in tow, LEON
| eading the way. He conmes to an abrupt halt seeing the state
of Pandora's Vault.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Sir Jaguar? Mss Leni?

QzzY and PIROUZ covertly try to take Leni from Jaguar, but
cower behind hi mwhen Léon appears to spot them

LEON
Son of The King's Shadow. What is
t he meaning of this?

The corner of Jaguar's nouth tugs.

JAGUAR
The Vault has accepted El pis.

Bot h Léon and Lor Sal viator frown, even share a brief | ook.

TIGRI'S
Expl ai n yoursel f!

JAGUAR
It's as | said. Elpis was found,
t hen sumtmmoned, and finally
accept ed.

Whi | e Léon puzzl es over the explanation, Lor Salviator

cal cul ates through it, especially seeing Leni in Jaguar's
arms. It clicks for him and he cracks a smle and
effortlessly pulls his arns free of Tigris and Pal ang and
cl aps.

LOR SALVI ATOR
Very wel |l played, Sir Jaguar. You
hol d El pis herself in your arns.
LEON
El pis herself..?

Jaguar smrks.
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JAGUAR
| really should thank you for that
favour of yours, but now you got
anot her probl em

He gestures to Pandora's Vault, its door open, revealing
that simlar to a matryoshka doll a smaller, silver Vault
with a glinting nmerkabah pattern sits inside.

MONTAGE
| NT. PANDORA' S VAULT

I nsi de The Second Vault is the famliar darkness, except
rather than Leni is DOOVER, his light only just enough that
he's visible. He rises awake, taking in his surroundi ngs.

DOOVER
"Hel |l o, Darkness, ny old friend..."

He realises he's wearing the sane arnour that he saw on
Zygoma and denied wanting to try, conplete with a cerenoni al
sword. Well above him no bigger than a dead pixel, is the
noon.

EXT. WASTELAND - DAYTI ME

I n anot her instance, ERI K RHODES stirs awake, wincing. He is
better lit, because he's in what appears to be a barren
wast el and that was once an endless field of roses.

Now they're all dead and bl ack, and he stops short of w ping
his eyes when he sees that his wists are adorned with
thorns |like handcuffs, a matching crown on his head. For
good neasure he al so has themon his ankl es.

The sight of the dead petals blowing in the wind brings
tears to his eyes.

| NT. SPACE WHALE

In yet another, IESU is awakened by the | ow yet boom ng npan
of the space whale. He's surrounded by a nel ancholy bl ue
glow that briefly gradients into purple, and he notices that
while the ceiling is semcircular, it's also held together
by a spine and rib bones.

Anot her | ow npan reveals that the sides of the whale becone
translucent, and he can see all the stars and passing
pl anets.

EXT. DESERT - DAYTI ME

Finally, there's a desert with stagnant air and eternal
silence except for the sizzle of the unseen sun on the sand.
The dunes stretch for mles. STARVAN hears before he sees
ORPHEUS ki cki ng the sand.
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STARMAN
Ni cky. | just had this dreamt hat
Leni broke up with ne.

ORPHEUS
That wasn't a dream

STARMAN
Huh?

ORPHEUS
That was real

STARVAN
VWhat ?

ORPHEUS

| lost the plot.

STARVAN
The hell are you tal ki ng about ?

ORPHEUS
What the hell kind of ending is
this? Mne was way better in every

metric.

STARVAN
Ni cky! Shut up and answer the
guesti on.

O pheus shoots hima | ook over that contradictory sentence,
but nonet hel ess si ghs.

ORPHEUS
| don't know.

STARVAN
The hell do you nmean, you don't
know?

ORPHEUS

| don't know neans | don't know

They both pant, Starman tapping one ear with the flat of his
hand to get sand out of the other.

STARVAN
So what did you nean that Len
breaking up with ne wasn't a dreanf?

O pheus groans and wal ks on ahead, his steps heavy in the
sand.

STARMAN
O! Nicky!

He tries to run after him the sand simlarly slow ng him
down.



106.

POST
CREDI TS

| NT. PANDORA' S VAULT

The FI VE SHADOWY FI GURES stand in a |line. None of their
faces are visible, their hoods cover them conpletely.

One of themoffers the audi ence fl owers. Another blows them
ki sses. Yet another is about to renpve his hood but this
time rather than being interrupted, half of a mask, simlar
to that of The Phantom of the Opera, is seen.

Still another noves his hands |like he's working a crystal
ball, showing that all of this happened inside it. The final
one then reaches into his pocket and bl ows sand towards the
audi ence and as it spreads into the darkness, with his
finger he wites the fateful words.

Title card: To be conti nued
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