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SYNOPSIS

At sixteen years old, Ella Mariano-Forester is a teenager starting 
her junior year at Stars Hollow High School. This season delves 
into Ella’s journey as she faces new challenges and opportunities, 
forming a close bond with her Aunt Rory, navigating high school 
with her best friend Millie, and exploring her growing interests in 
social activism. Throughout the season, the importance of family, 
mentorship, and community support are highlighted, echoing the core 
themes of the original "Gilmore girls" series while introducing 
fresh, contemporary narratives.

Ella is introduced as a bright, motivated teenager eager to make 
her mark. As she begins her junior year, she faces the typical 
anxieties of high school life, including fitting in, making 
friends, and balancing her academic and extracurricular activities. 
Her passion for social activism, particularly environmental issues, 
becomes a significant focus. Encouraged by her Aunt Rory, a 
successful journalist, Ella joins the school’s newspaper and 
environmental club as she begins to explore her interests more 
deeply.

Family Dynamics:

Jess and Dean, Ella’s fathers, play a crucial role in her support 
system. Their journey as parents is highlighted, showcasing their 
struggles and triumphs in raising a teenager. Jess, with his 
literary background, encourages Ella’s intellectual pursuits, while 
Dean provides a grounded, practical perspective. Navigating a two-
father household in a small, somewhat traditional town in 
Connecticut adds complexity to their family dynamics. While Stars 
Hollow is a quirky and generally accepting community, Jess and Dean 
occasionally face challenges from more conservative residents. 
Their relationship is characterized by mutual respect and love, 
serving as a strong foundation for Ella’s upbringing.

Rory takes on a mentorship role, guiding Ella through her high 
school years and inspiring her to pursue her passions. The bond 
between Ella and Rory mirrors the close relationship Rory had with 
Lorelai, providing a sense of continuity and emotional depth. Rory 
shares her professional experiences, giving Ella insights into the 
world of journalism and activism.

Millie Gilmore, Rory’s daughter and Ella’s best friend, lives with 
Luke and Lorelai while Rory travels extensively for work. This 
arrangement creates a unique family dynamic, with Luke and Lorelai 
stepping in as primary caregivers. Millie’s close friendship with 
Ella is central to her high school experience. The interplay 
between Millie’s feelings of insecurity and her deep bond with Ella 
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adds a layer of complexity to the family dynamics, highlighting the 
challenges and growth of both girls.

The greater Gilmore/Mariano-Forester family dynamic is equally 
important. Lorelai and Luke are actively involved in Ella and 
Millie’s lives, providing additional support and wisdom. Family 
dinners at the Gilmore house, reminiscent of the ones with Emily 
and Richard, become a regular tradition, fostering close-knit 
relationships. Emily Gilmore occasionally visits, adding her unique 
blend of sophistication and wit, and her interactions with Jess and 
Dean highlight the blending of old and new family traditions. This 
broader family network, including Rory’s guidance and Lorelai’s 
humor, provides a rich, supportive environment for Ella’s growth.

Dean and Jess:

Dean and Jess's background will be explored through a series of 
flashbacks in an episode that mirrors Season 3, Episode 13 of the 
original series, "Dear Emily and Richard." This approach will 
provide depth to their characters and context to their evolving 
relationship, offering viewers a comprehensive understanding of 
their journeys back to Stars Hollow.

Dean Forester returns to Stars Hollow after experiencing 
dissatisfaction and burnout in his previous corporate career and 
life in the city. Seeking stability, nostalgia, and a renewed sense 
of purpose, he decides to come back to the place where he felt 
truly at home. Dean takes over running Doose’s Market from Taylor, 
who has retired, and settles back into the rhythm of small-town 
life.

Jess Mariano returns to Stars Hollow after experiencing moderate 
success in his writing career. Despite his achievements, Jess fell 
into a cycle of self-destructive behavior and struggled with 
substance abuse. Recognizing the need to reclaim his life, he 
decides to return to the place where he first began to find 
himself. Moving back to Stars Hollow provides him with a chance to 
work on his sobriety and rediscover his purpose. Working alongside 
his uncle Luke at the diner, Jess seeks a fresh start in a 
supportive environment.

When Dean and Jess first encounter each other upon returning to 
Stars Hollow, old grudges and unresolved issues immediately 
surface. The tension between them is palpable, rooted in their past 
rivalry over Rory and their vastly different approaches to life. 
Their initial interactions are strained and filled with underlying 
resentment, making any interaction challenging.

As they both settle back into Stars Hollow, Dean and Jess begin to 
cross paths more frequently. Their shared experiences of returning 
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home and dealing with personal challenges create an unspoken 
understanding between them. Through casual conversations and 
everyday interactions, they slowly start to see each other in a new 
light.

Spending time in the same community allows Dean and Jess to 
appreciate each other’s strengths and acknowledge their mutual 
commitment to Stars Hollow. Shared experiences, such as managing 
their respective businesses and dealing with personal issues, help 
them find common ground. Dean’s steady, reliable nature complements 
Jess’s creative, introspective approach, creating a balance that 
neither expected.

Both men experience significant personal growth during this period. 
Jess becomes more open and responsible, focusing on his sobriety 
and rebuilding his life, while Dean learns to let go of the past 
and embrace change. They start to support each other, offering 
advice and assistance in various aspects of their lives. Jess helps 
Dean navigate the complexities of running the market, and Dean 
provides emotional support when Jess faces issues related to his 
writing and sobriety.

Their friendship gradually deepens as they continue to support and 
rely on each other. This growing bond slowly transforms into a 
romantic relationship, marked by moments of vulnerability and 
mutual understanding. They begin to share more intimate aspects of 
their lives, leading to a deeper emotional connection. Their 
relationship is characterized by mutual respect, love, and a shared 
commitment to their community.

The culmination of their journey is marked by their decision to 
adopt a baby girl, Ella, symbolizing their commitment to each other 
and their desire to build a family together. This decision is 
influenced by their shared experiences and the strong bond they 
have developed over time. The adoption process brings new 
challenges and joys, further solidifying their partnership.

Dean and Jess’s journey from barely tolerating each other to 
becoming friends and then lovers is a story of personal growth, 
forgiveness, and the power of community. Their evolving 
relationship is marked by initial tension, gradual understanding, 
and eventual mutual respect and love. Their decision to adopt a 
baby girl symbolizes their commitment to building a life together, 
supported by the quirky and tight-knit community of Stars Hollow. 
This journey highlights the themes of second chances and the 
enduring strength of family and friendship.

Millie Gilmore:
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Millie Gilmore, Rory's daughter, is a central figure in Ella’s life 
and a key character. Living with her grandparents, Luke and 
Lorelai, Millie finds herself in a unique and loving environment. 
Despite understanding that Rory loves her, Millie struggles with 
her mother's frequent absences due to her demanding career and the 
lack of her physical presence in her life. This often leaves Millie 
feeling somewhat isolated and longing for a closer relationship 
with her mother.

Millie and Ella share a close bond that mirrors the friendship 
between Rory and Lane from the original series. They support each 
other through the ups and downs of high school life, becoming each 
other’s confidantes and pillars of strength. However, Millie often 
feels overshadowed by Ella’s academic achievements and the 
attention she receives, leading to moments of self-doubt and a 
struggle with her own identity and confidence. While Millie 
struggles academically, she is a gifted artist, discovering and 
nurturing her artistic talents through school plays, art projects, 
and other creative endeavors. Her artistic talents become a source 
of pride and a way for her to carve out her own identity, separate 
from Ella’s academic success.

Living with Luke and Lorelai provides Millie with a loving and 
supportive environment, filled with guidance and wisdom. Lorelai’s 
humor and warmth, combined with Luke’s steady, reliable presence, 
create a stable home life for Millie. They offer her the emotional 
support she needs and encourage her to pursue her passions, 
providing a balance that helps Millie thrive. Despite the 
challenges of raising a teenager, especially as older parental 
figures, Luke and Lorelai rise to the occasion, embracing their 
roles with love and dedication.

Millie's school life is a blend of challenges and opportunities. 
She is dedicated to her studies but finds it difficult to keep up 
with the academic pressures, often feeling frustrated and 
discouraged. However, her involvement in artistic pursuits gives 
her a sense of accomplishment and joy. She participates in school 
plays, art exhibitions, and other creative projects, where she 
shines and gains confidence. Her artistic talents also offer a way 
for her to connect with others and express her emotions, providing 
an outlet for her creative energy.

In the community, Millie actively participates in Stars Hollow's 
many events and festivals, contributing her creativity and 
enthusiasm. Her involvement in these activities helps her feel 
connected to the community and appreciated for her contributions. 
She often supports Ella’s environmental initiatives and other 
projects, showcasing her loyalty and dedication to her friends and 
family.



.  6

Navigating the complexities of adolescence, Millie's journey is 
marked by personal growth and self-discovery. She learns to balance 
her aspirations with her insecurities, finding strength in her 
relationships and her own abilities. Living with Luke and Lorelai, 
maintaining a close relationship with Rory despite the distance, 
and her deep bond with Ella all play significant roles in shaping 
her character. Through these experiences, Millie learns to 
recognize her own strengths and talents, find her path, and gain 
confidence, making her a central and beloved character in the 
series.

Lorelei and Luke:

Despite deciding not to have children in "A Year in the Life," Luke 
and Lorelai find themselves with a child for all intents and 
purposes in the form of their granddaughter, Millie. Since we last 
saw them, their life has evolved significantly. Lorelai continues 
to run the Dragonfly Inn, which has expanded and become a staple in 
the community, while Luke still runs Luke's Diner, the heart of 
Stars Hollow. Their roles as caregivers to Millie have brought new 
dimensions to their lives, providing them with the parental 
experiences they once thought they wouldn't have. Lorelai’s 
nurturing and humorous approach, combined with Luke’s steady and 
protective nature, create a balanced and supportive environment for 
Millie. Their relationship remains strong, marked by the same 
playful banter and deep love that fans have always cherished. In 
this series, Luke and Lorelai’s home becomes a central hub for 
family gatherings and support, embodying the themes of warmth, 
love, and community that are at the heart of Stars Hollow. Their 
evolution into parental figures for Millie adds depth to their 
characters and showcases their enduring commitment to family and 
community.

However, their journey is not without challenges. Lorelai struggles 
with the balance of managing an expanding business while being a 
present and supportive figure for Millie. She often worries about 
replicating the same mistakes her mother made and strives to be the 
understanding and fun parent she always wanted. Luke faces his own 
set of challenges as he navigates the protective role of a father 
figure. His overprotectiveness sometimes clashes with Millie’s need 
for independence, leading to tension and difficult conversations. 
Additionally, both Luke and Lorelai grapple with the reality of 
raising a teenager, dealing with typical adolescent issues such as 
school stress, social dynamics, and the quest for identity. They 
must also address the gaps left by Rory's frequent absence, finding 
ways to fill those emotional spaces for Millie while managing their 
own feelings about Rory’s choices.

Being older parental figures adds another layer of complexity to 
their lives. Lorelai and Luke often find themselves facing the 
physical and emotional challenges of aging. Lorelai experiences 
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moments of self-doubt about keeping up with the demands of 
parenting a teenager, fearing that she might not have the same 
energy or patience as she did when she was younger. Luke, too, 
faces similar concerns, worrying about his ability to protect and 
guide Millie while acknowledging the physical toll that age takes. 
They both deal with the societal pressures and stereotypes about 
older parents, occasionally feeling out of place at school events 
or in parenting discussions with younger parents. Additionally, 
they confront the typical signs of aging—aches, pains, and the 
realization that they are no longer as young as they used to be.

Despite these challenges, Luke and Lorelai find strength in each 
other and their community. They lean on their decades of experience 
and the deep bond they share to navigate the complexities of 
parenting at their age. Their humor, love, and resilience shine 
through, proving that they are more than capable of providing a 
loving and supportive home for Millie. This journey highlights 
their growth as individuals and as a couple, showcasing that love, 
commitment, and community support can help navigate even the most 
unexpected turns in life.

School Life:

Ella’s high school journey is marked by the friendships she builds 
and the social challenges she faces. At Stars Hollow High, she 
quickly becomes involved in various activities, notably joining the 
school newspaper and the environmental club. These groups become 
platforms for Ella to explore her passions and make her mark.

A significant and complex relationship forms with Charlie, a new 
student who has recently moved to Stars Hollow. Charlie, like Ella, 
is a top student, and their competitive nature leads to frequent 
clashes as they vie for top marks in their classes. Unlike Ella, 
Charlie comes from a religious upbringing with traditional values 
that often clash with Ella’s more progressive perspective. Their 
initial interactions are fraught with tension and conflict, 
particularly over Ella’s two-father household, which challenges 
Charlie’s worldview.

Their rivalry echoes the dynamic between Rory and Paris from the 
original series, with heated debates and sharp exchanges marking 
their early encounters. Both girls are strong-willed and passionate 
about their beliefs, leading to a series of confrontations in and 
out of the classroom. This animosity is particularly evident in 
their roles on the school newspaper, where their differing 
perspectives on issues lead to frequent clashes.

Despite their rocky start, Ella and Charlie’s relationship slowly 
evolves from bitter enemies to begrudging friends. Through forced 
collaboration on school projects and the influence of mutual 
friends, they begin to see beyond their differences. Charlie’s 
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traditional values and Ella’s progressive views create a rich 
ground for character development, with each girl challenging the 
other to think more deeply and empathetically. Their competition 
for academic excellence further fuels their interactions, pushing 
each other to excel while also providing opportunities for growth 
and mutual respect.

Ella’s involvement in the school newspaper, inspired by her Aunt 
Rory, allows her to channel her passion for journalism and social 
activism. She works on articles about environmental issues, school 
events, and student life, gradually becoming a respected voice in 
the school community. The newspaper office becomes a second home 
for Ella, where she collaborates with peers and hones her writing 
skills under Rory’s mentorship.

Ella’s contributions to the environmental club highlight her 
commitment to social activism. She spearheads initiatives like 
recycling programs, clean-up drives, and awareness campaigns. These 
efforts not only make a tangible impact on the school’s 
environmental footprint but also establish Ella as a leader among 
her peers. The support she receives from her family and the Stars 
Hollow community is crucial, providing her with the confidence to 
pursue her goals.

Throughout the school year, Ella navigates typical teenage 
experiences, including class projects, school dances, and personal 
conflicts. Her best friend, Millie, is often by her side, offering 
support and companionship. However, the close-knit nature of their 
friendship means that Ella also has to navigate the complexities 
that come with it, including the occasional feelings of jealousy 
and competition.

Ella’s journey through high school is a blend of academic pursuits, 
social activism, and personal growth. The friendships she builds, 
the challenges she faces, and the support she receives from her 
family and community form the backbone of her high school 
experience, setting the stage for her continued development in 
future seasons.

Community Involvement:

The Stars Hollow community continues to play a pivotal role in 
supporting Ella’s endeavors, maintaining the charm and quirky 
spirit that fans of the original series loved. Many of the original 
supporting cast members are now retired, with their children and 
grandchildren stepping into their roles, bringing a new generation 
of eccentric and endearing characters to the town.

Stars Hollow remains vibrant with its regular community events and 
festivals, each one reflecting the town’s unique personality. These 
events are not only a source of entertainment but also an 
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opportunity for Ella to engage with her neighbors and promote her 
initiatives.

The town’s quirky nature is evident in its community projects, 
which often involve unconventional methods and ideas. These 
projects bring the community together, highlighting the importance 
of collective effort and creativity.

The support Ella receives from the Stars Hollow community is 
crucial to her growth and confidence. The town’s residents, old and 
new, come together to back her initiatives and projects, providing 
a sense of belonging and encouragement.

The generational shift in Stars Hollow ensures that the legacy of 
the original characters continues. The children and grandchildren 
of the original residents bring fresh perspectives while honoring 
the traditions and values established by their predecessors. This 
blend of old and new creates a dynamic and ever-evolving community, 
rich with history and full of potential.

Ella’s involvement in these community activities not only 
strengthens her ties with the town but also provides a platform for 
her to advocate for change and promote her social activism. The 
quirky, supportive, and tight-knit community of Stars Hollow 
remains a cornerstone of the series, reflecting the timeless charm 
and unique spirit that fans have come to love.

Challenges and Growth:

Season one of “A Gilmore girls Story" introduces a new chapter in 
the beloved town, focusing on the lives of Ella Mariano-Forester 
and Millie Gilmore, their families, and the quirky community of 
Stars Hollow. Throughout the season, the characters confront 
personal and shared challenges, from academic pressures and career 
uncertainties to the complexities of family dynamics and personal 
growth.

The supportive and tight-knit community of Stars Hollow plays a 
crucial role in their journeys, offering both comic relief and 
heartfelt moments. The return to four generations of Gilmores, 
along with their now expanded family dynamic, creates a captivating 
and nostalgic return to Stars Hollow.

This season is a heartwarming exploration of second chances, 
personal growth, and the enduring strength of family and 
friendship. It captures the essence of the original series while 
introducing fresh, contemporary narratives that resonate with both 
new and long-time fans.  



.  10

LIST OF CHARACTERS

Main Characters

1. Ella Mariano-Forester:

◦ Description: The bright, curious, and book-loving adopted 
daughter of Jess Mariano and Dean Forester. She navigates 
her teenage years and early adulthood in Stars Hollow.

◦ Occupation: High school student, social activist.
2. Jess Mariano:

◦ Description: Managing Luke's Diner alongside his uncle, 
Jess has found stability and purpose in Stars Hollow. He 
continues to write in his spare time and is a supportive 
father to Ella.

◦ Occupation: Co-owner of Luke's Diner, writer.
3. Dean Forester:

◦ Description: Now running Doose’s Market, Dean has become 
an integral part of Stars Hollow, taking over many of 
Taylor’s responsibilities. He’s thoughtful, hardworking, 
and deeply connected to the community.

◦ Occupation: Co-owner of Doose's Market.
4. Amelia “Millie" Gilmore: 

◦ Description: Rory’s daughter, who lives with Luke and 
Lorelai while Rory travels. Millie and Ella are best 
friends, sharing a close bond and navigating their 
formative years together.

◦ Occupation: High school student, artist.
4. Lorelai Gilmore:

◦ Description: Now a grandmother, Lorelai provides her 
usual support, advice, and humor. She’s a pillar of the 
Stars Hollow community and continues to run the Dragonfly 
Inn with Sookie’s children.

◦ Occupation: Co-owner of the Dragonfly Inn.
5. Luke Danes:

◦ Description: Lorelai’s husband and co-owner of Luke’s 
Diner. He’s the steady, reliable figure in Jess and 
Dean’s lives, offering practical advice and emotional 
support.

◦ Occupation: Co-owner of Luke's Diner.
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Series Regulars

6. Charlotte “Charlie” Bennett
◦ Description: Charlie is a student at Stars Hollow high. 

She is constantly in competition with Ella for top marks. 
She was raised in a religious household, and her 
traditional views are at odds with Ella.

◦ Occupation: High school student, church youth leader.
8. Steve and Kwan Kim-Van Gerbig:

◦ Description: The creative and headstrong teenage twins of 
Lane and Zach. They has a passion for music and helps run 
the family music school in their spare time.

◦ Occupation: High students and aspiring musicians.
9. Davey and Martha Belleville:

◦ Description: The children of Sookie and Jackson. They are 
in their early 20s. Davey is a talented chef following in 
his mother's footsteps, while Martha is more interested 
in the business side of the inn.

◦ Occupation: Davey is a chef at the Dragonfly Inn; Martha 
handles administrative tasks and helps manage the inn.

6. Michel Gerard:

◦ Description: Manages the Dragonfly Inn alongside Lorelai. 
Michel is married, and his husband occasionally makes 
appearances.

◦ Occupation: Manager of the Dragonfly Inn.

7. Emily Gilmore:

◦ Description: The great-grandmother, Emily brings her 
unique blend of sophistication and drama to family 
gatherings. She visits occasionally, adding a touch of 
formality and tradition.

◦ Occupation: Retired, involved in philanthropic 
activities.

9. Maisie Doose:

◦ Description: The meticulous and rule-oriented 
granddaughter of Taylor Doose. She's determined to bring 
some contemporary flair to Stars Hollow.

◦ Occupation: Works at Doose’s Market and is involved in 
town politics.

10. Kirk Gleason, Jr.
◦ Description: The son of Kirk and Lulu, he has a adopted a 

lot of their eccentricities. He is often found doing odd 
jobs around town, trying to create the next viral job.

◦ Occupation: Odd jobs, internet “influencer”.
11. Patricia “Miss Trish" LaCosta:
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◦ Description: The daughter of Miss Patty. Trish has 
inherited her mother’s flair for the dramatic and runs 
the local dance studio.

◦ Occupation: Dance instructor and choreographer.
12. Gregory Bell:

◦ Description: The son of Gypsy. Gregory has taken over the 
auto repair shop but adds his own flair with a love for 
technology and innovation.

◦ Occupation: Mechanic and tech enthusiast.
13. Hannah and Henry Dell:

◦ Description: The grandchildren of Babette and Morey. 
Hannah is a writer for the local paper, and Henry is an 
aspiring artist.

◦ Occupation: Hannah is a journalist; Henry is a painter 
and sculptor

14. Gina Weston:

◦ Description: Fran’s granddaughter who has taken over the 
bakery.

◦ Occupation: Baker.
19. Caesar:

◦ Description: Still working at Luke’s Diner, managing the 
kitchen with efficiency.

◦ Occupation: Cook at Luke’s Diner.
20. Andrew:

◦ Description: Runs the bookstore, now with a small café 
attached.

◦ Occupation: Owner of the bookstore.
21. Tom:

◦ Description: The go-to contractor in town, overseeing all 
major construction and renovation projects.

◦ Occupation: Contractor.
22. Bootsy:

◦ Description: Runs the newsstand and has become somewhat 
of a town gossip.

◦ Occupation: Newsstand owner.

24. The Town Troubadour:

◦ Description: The original Troubadour still plays around 
town, joined by a younger troubadour inspired by him.

◦ Occupation: Town musicians.

Guest Stars
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14. Rory Gilmore:

◦ Description: A successful journalist frequently visiting 
Stars Hollow. Rory maintains close ties with Jess and 
Dean and mentors Ella, developing a close, almost mother-
daughter relationship with her.

◦ Occupation: Journalist.
15. Lane Kim

◦ Description: Along with Zach, Lane has taken over the 
music store from Sophie Bloom. They have since opened a 
music school attached to the store.

◦ Occupation: Music instructor.

16. Liz Danes and TJ:

◦ Description: Liz runs a small artisan craft shop, and TJ 
helps out with various odd jobs around town.

◦ Occupation: Liz owns a craft shop; TJ is a handyman.

17. Clara Forester:

◦ Description: Dean's younger sister who works as a teacher 
at the local elementary school.

◦ Occupation: Elementary school teacher.

Cameos

15. Paris Geller:

◦ Description: Paris runs a successful fertility clinic and 
maintains close ties with Rory and the rest of the cast.

◦ Occupation: Director of a fertility clinic.
1. Babette and Morey Dell:

◦ Description: Still living in Stars Hollow, making 
occasional appearances to offer their quirky wisdom.

◦ Occupation: Retired, enjoying life.

2. Taylor Doose:

◦ Description: Occasionally seen keeping an eye on his 
granddaughter Maisie’s involvement in town politics.

◦ Occupation: Retired from the market, but still active in 
town governance.

3. Miss Patty:

◦ Description: Occasionally dropping in to see her daughter 
Trish's dance recitals and offer her dramatic flair.

◦ Occupation: Retired dance instructor.
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4. Kirk Gleason

◦ Description: Just as eccentric as over, he spends his 
time traveling with his wife, Lulu.

◦ Occupation: Retired, traveling.
5. Sookie and Jackson Belleville

◦ Description: 
◦ Occupation: 

6. Miss Kim:
• Description: Still running Kim's Antiques, Miss Kim 

remains as strict and traditional as ever. She 
occasionally helps out at the music school run by Lane 
and Zach.

• Occupation: Owner of Kim's Antiques
7. Gil, Brian, and Zach:

◦ Description: Gil is a musician and teacher, Brian runs IT 
for the town, and Zach co-runs the music store and school 
with Lane.

◦ Occupation: Gil is a musician and teacher; Brian is an IT 
specialist; Zach runs the music store and school.

Additional Characters:

1. April Nardini: Marine biologist, Luke's daughter.
2. Anna Nardini: Boutique owner, April’s mother.
3. Logan Huntzberger: Executive in Huntzberger Media.
4. Christopher Hayden: Business consultant, Rory’s father.
5. Richard Gilmore: Mentioned posthumously; his influence and 

legacy continue to affect the family.
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