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FADE | N:
SUPER: MONTANA - DECEMBER 1977
MOUNTAI N MEADOW - DAY
Forest dusted with snow.
A majestic elk with a huge rack grazes in a silent field.
He hears sonething and freezes, |ooks around warily, then
resunes grazing.
WOODS - CONTI NUQUS
A gunshot rings through the canyon.
GLENN MAPLES (16) confident and steel -eyed, clad in winter
canoufl age and hunters orange, sits in a pine tree wedged
bet ween the branches. He |lowers the scope of the rifle.

Hs fellow hunters are scattered around the tree bel ow him

TI M HORVATH (16) | ooks through binoculars in the direction of
t he shot.

DARYLL DXZI ER (15), tall and skinny, and N CKI E HORVATH (38),
Tim s Father, bearded, tall and rugged, also stare into the
direction of the shot.

DARYLL
Did you get hin?

GLENN
| got him
MOUNTAI N MEADOW - MOVENTS LATER
The neadow is still. The air crisp

Hor ses trudge through knee-deep snow and carry the hunters to
t he dead el k.

The hunters di snount.
Snow crunches under their boots.

Ni cki e exuberantly races to the aninmal and beats the boys
there by a full ten yards.



NI CKI E
Boy, that is as clean a shot as you
can get. Right through the heart.
Look at him He s beautiful.

DARYLL
Dam, he’s huge.

TI M HORVATH
He is. Good shot d enn

NI CKI E
This calls for a drink, boy.

Nickie grins wildly and races back to the horse.

DARYLL
We shoul d take a picture.

G enn stares into the dead eye of the aninmal and kneel s
beside it. Snow drifts down lightly and denn carefully
brushes it away fromthe elk’s face and snout.

Ni cki e rushes back with a thernos and unscrews the cap. He
shoves the cap into the gunshot wound and fills it with
bl ood.

Ni ckie raises the cup to d enn

NI CKI E
Here you go. Drink up.

GLENN
VWhat ? No. No t hanks.

NI CKI E
Come again? You killed the elk,
you drink the bl ood.

GLENN
I’mnot going to do it.

NI CKI E
I killed ny first bull 1 drank it.
Your Dad’'s first kill he drank it.
It’s your first bull. You drink

the blood. You ve got to do it.
G enn stands and backs away.

GLENN
Wll, I’mnot going to.



G enn wanders away. He drags his rifle in the snow
NI CKI E
Genn! denn! Conme on denn, why
not ?
d enn stares back at his fellow hunters and nmounts his horse.
GLENN
"' m not you.
WOCODS - MOVENTS LATER
A shallow trail in the snow | eads to the dead el k.
A tether fromthe el ks hoof | eads to the saddl e horn on
G enn’s horse. The elk’s tongue hangs down. The rack |eaves
a skid in the track

G enn | eads the horse by the bridle and | ooks back to see
Ni ckie a few paces behind the elk.

NI CKI E

How s your horse hol di ng up?
GLENN

Al right.
NI CKI E

After we go over this ridge, let’s
tie himon Tinms aninmal, give your
guy a rest.

Daryl|l rides far ahead of Tim

Timrides close in front of denn

Ti m | ooks over his shoul der.

TI M HORVATH
You want to ride with ne?

GLENN
No, 1’1l walk.

TI M HORVATH
You okay?

GLENN

" mjust fucking fine and dandy.



TI M HORVATH
What’s the matter, man? You j ust
shot a huge el k.

GLENN
That’s what nen do, isn't it?
TI M HORVATH
If you don't want the credit for
it, 1"l say | shot it.
GLENN
Ri ght .
TI M HORVATH
Too bad your Dad couldn’t cone with
us.

Daryl | spies sonething ahead.

A fox perks up and stares back at him
Daryl | goads the horse to charge.

The fox scurries away.

Daryl | chases the fox.

Ti m qui ckly chases after Daryll

The horses bound through the powder.
The fox skips and darts el usively.

A steep sl ope.

The horse takes Daryll over the edge and they race down
t hrough the snow.

Timhalts his horse at the top of the ridge.

Daryl|l rides his horse straight down to the bottom
Powdery snow flies all around them

Daryl | searches for the fox.

Ni ckie’s horse Iobs up to Timand stops.

G enn leads his horse to the edge.

They all | ook down at Daryll.



NI CKI E
(shout s)
What was it?
DARYLL
(shout s)
A fox.
NI CKI E

What’ d he say?

TI M HORVATH
A fox.

They survey the steep angle of the sl ope.
NI CKI E
I can’t believe he stayed on that
hor se.
(shout s)
W' re taking the easy way down.
(to Timand G enn)
That’s so steep. Crazy.

They all | ook over the edge at Daryll.

I NT. LUCKY' S CASI NO - DAY

A poker machine deals a | osing hand.

A woman’ s hand sl aps the DEAL button again.
Five cards are dealt.

PATTY- JOYCE MAPLES (40) Thin and pretty with strai ght brown
hair, ponders the cards and saves two of them

She hits the DEAL button again and wi ns the hand.
The machi ne blips and beeps.

An ATTENDANT, young and pretty girl wal ks up besi de her.

ATTENDANT
Ni ce one.
PATTY- JOYCE
One nore like that and 1’11 be back

where | started.



I NT. MAPLES MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHI P - EVEN NG

The showroom fl oor gleans with new Harl ey Davi dson
not or cycl es and Kawasaki snownobi |l es.

A dozen lively people celebrate with beer and w ne.
The el k head forever wails in nute protest above the door.
On a desk sits a shiny new trophy.

Trophy text: GREAT FALLS BUSI NESS OANERS OF THE YEAR - 1977 -
CALVI N AND PATRI Cl A- JOYCE MAPLES - MAPLES MOTOR WORLD

CAL MAPLES (42) Thin and plain, grins ear to ear and hol ds
his wife by her waist.

PATTY- JOYCE MAPLES, 40, An inch taller than Cal, kisses him

DEVEY (64) a rotund salesman with thinning hair, stands with
his arns around Cal and Patty-Joyce as Nickie, clad in biker
| eat her and skullcap, lines up the shot through the canera.

Ni ckie snaps a picture and CAROLINE (19) a younger version of
Patty-Joyce appears.

CAROLI NE
Here, Uncle Nick, get in there and
let nme take a picture of all of
you.

Caroline takes the canera.

DEVEY
Get that elk in there this tine.
That’ s just a trenmendous trophy.
Haven't seen one like that in
thirty years.

CAL
VWhat about the man who killed it?
VWhere’'s d enn?

The group | ooks around and spot himacross the floor.
DEVEY
G enn, get over here so we can take
a picture.

Across the room denn |eaves Daryll and Timand runs over



CAL
Got to have the man who shot the
elk in here.

NI CKI E

He ain't a man yet.
CAL

Get in here son.
GLENN

Fam |y photo? What about her.
CAL

Caroline! GCet in here.
CAROLI NE

No, I'Il just take the picture.
CAL

No, no you always do that, now get
in here! Annal Take our picture,
will you?

ANNA (45) a chubby bl onde woman takes the canera.
The whole famly smles for the canera.
Anna snaps the picture.

DEVEY
That’ || be a great one. The whole
famly. The trophies. Just great!

Caroline holds Genn’s hand for the picture and smles at
hi m

@ enn breaks away and ski ps back across the showoomfloor to
his friends.

GARY FLYNN (16), average teen in a Charlie Russell High
School letter jacket rushes in the door and beelines to the
trio of boys.

FLYNN

So, |'mhere. Shock ne. Were is
it?

G enn points skyward. They | ook up at the elk
TI M HORVATH

It’d spike you if it were alive.
Look.



Fl ynn junps back.

FLYNN
You weren't kidding. That thing is
huge. Wiere’d you go? Bob
Mar shal | ?

GLENN
Crazies. Qut of Two Dot.

TI M HORVATH
Told you. Seven hundred pounds of
neat. One shot. You should have
seen it.

DARYLL
Took the taxiderm st |ong enough.
I woul d have been poundi ng his door
down nysel f.

GLENN
Sure you woul d.

FLYNN

They always take a couple of nonths
anyway. So that’s who we were
eating for New Years?

(to el k)
You' re delicious! Dam, Maples, |
really aminpressed now - even if
you didn’t drink the bl ood.

GLENN
Shut up. Get over it already.

DARYLL
He's sensitive now. No nore
vi ol ent behavior, right G enn?

G enn cringes at Daryll and backs away silently | osing
hi nsel f in the crowd.

TI M HORVATH
He told you to shut up. You guys
need to stop saying shit Iike that.

FLYNN
VWhat ?

Dewey steps up to the adults with four nore beers dangling
bet ween his fingers.



DEVEY
Col d ones. W0 needs a fresh
start?

NI CKI E

I'"d say it’s about tine for
anot her. Thanks, Dad.

CAL
Thanks, Dad. You're the best.

Ni cki e chugs down the renai nder of his beer in hand and
cracks open the new one. He raises his bottle and shouts.

NI CKI E
He may know how to chill beer, 1’11
give you that. But, you Cal, you
know how to run a business. Here's
to the best damm notorcycle
deal ership in the world!

O hers in the dealership join him
CROND 1 CROND 2
Hear! Hear! You bet!

DEVEY
Way to go Cal!
I NT. H GH SCHOOL ARENA - DAY
The gym cl ass pl ays basketbal I .

COACH JEFF (40) blondish, not particularly athletic, wears
sweats and a cap, blows the whistle and play cones to a halt.

COACH JEFF
Okay guys. Shower up. GCet to
class. Back here at 3:15.

I NT. LOCKER ROOM - LATER

G enn ties his shoes, alnost ready to go.

JI MW RADER (17) tall and skinny, plops on his jacket over a
karate uniformtop with red belt and jeans.

RADER
Still need a ride? [1’'Il drop you
off on ny way to the dojo.



10.

GLENN

Yeah, if you don’t m nd.
RADER

No probl em

They start out the | ocker room door.

GLENN
Oh, hold on. | need ny towel.

Rader goes through the door and G enn turns to wal k around
the corner back into the showers. He startles hinself.

Two naked boys hug in the shower with their backs to him
G enn freezes, stunned. Hi's jaw drops.
A shout from behind rings through the showers.

RADER (V. Q.)
Mapl es! Let’s gol!

Ti m Horvath and Daryl| Dozier turn to face d enn
They al |l gasp.

G enn stamers but says nothing. He noves quickly to the
towel hook a few feet away and grabs his towel.

Timand Daryll | ook scared.

A enn charges out the door

I NT. SCHOOL HALLWAYS - CONTI NUOUS

d enn shakes hi s head.

RADER
What’s the matter?

GLENN
Not hi ng, man. | just thought about
something, that’s all. 1It’s

not hing. Let’s go.

I NT. MAPLES MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHI P - DAY

Cal sits at his desk and Patty-Joyce searches though the
filing cabinet.



Dewey ducks his head in.

DEVNEY
Hey, man of the year, | got a guy
out here who wants five-hundred
bucks off a new sl ed.

CAL
Fi ve hundred bucks? |Is he nuts?

DEVEY
He’s a negotiator. Come on out and
give hima pair of gloves and |

think we' |l have a deal.
CAL

Oh, he’s going to get a dea

alright.

Cal stands abruptly and wenches his back.

PATTY- JOYCE
G ve ‘em hell honey.
CAL
Ooh!
DEVEEY
You okay?
CAL
It’s my back.
PATTY- JOYCE
Agai n?
DEVEEY

You didn't go to the chiropractor
like I told you, did you?

Cal shakes his head “No.”

PATTY- JOYCE
Maybe you ought to listen to Dewey
for a change.

DEVEY
For a change? Sweetheart, you’ve
al ways got to listen to old Dew .

Ni cki e bl ocks the doorway.
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NI CKI E
What happened to you?

DEVEY
He keeps stacki ng boxes w t hout
bendi ng his knees, is what.

Cal places a hand on N ckie' s shoul der as he exits the door.

CAL
Trust me, I'mfine. How s it going
Ni ck?

NI CKI E
Sanme ol’', sane ol’. You should see

a chiropractor

DEVEY
That’'s what | told hinl

Dewey and Cal exit the office.

NI CKI E
You' re always right, Dewey.

DEVEY (V. Q)
I know.

Ni ckie turns his attention to Patty-Joyce.

NI CKI E
Hey.

PATTY- JOYCE
What ' s up?

NI CKI E

Just picking up sone chain | ube.
Patty-Joyce smles at him

PATTY- JOYCE
Oh, yeah?

NI CKI E
Well, you got to be lubed up if
sonebody’s going to be jerking your
chai n.

PATTY- JOYCE
(1 aughs)
You’' re bad.
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NI CKI E
Bad to the bone. So what’s going
on?
PATTY- JOYCE
What do you nean?
NI CKI E
You try that shit | gave you?
PATTY- JOYCE
(sni ckers)
Fuck’ n"a. That shit was fucking
crazy. Wat’'d you call it?
NI CKI E
Tab tea.
PATTY- JOYCE

Tab tea? Wiat the fuck is it? |
t hought my eyeballs were going to
fall out.

NI CKI E
I don’t know. Sone synthetic shit.
You want sone nore?

PATTY- JOYCE
Fuck no. I"mstill all

NI CKI E
Fuzzy?

PATTY- JOYCE

Yeah. Don’'t tell Cal.

NI CKI E
Duh. Like | woul d.

PATTY- JOYCE
I know. You need sonet hi ng?

Ni ckie smles, shakes his head and chuckl es.

NI CKI E
"1l see you |ater

Ni ckie steps away.
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I NT. H GH SCHOCOL ARENA - NI GHT

A furious basketball gane erupts between the Ti nberwol ves and
the G ants.

As the G ants score, Coach Jeff signals for his captain,
Genn, to call tinme out.

The Ti nberwol ves converge at the bench, sweaty and
exhi | ar at ed.

COACH JEFF
Okay CQuys, one defensive stand away
froma shot at winning this thing.
Do you want to win a state
chanpi onshi p?

PLAYERS

(yell'ing)
Yes! Definitely!

COACH JEFF
(1 ouder)
| said, do you want to win a state
chanpi onshi p?

PLAYERS
(shouti ng)
YEAH ITTTTT
COACH JEFF
Alright! Tight man to man on this
defensive stand. If we don't get

t he turnover by the 15 second nark,
we foul. Don't pull anybody behind
the three point line. |If we get
the turnover the play is notion
doubl e screen blue post. Maples
will take the shot. Maples, make
sure you conme off the double screen
qui ck. Double tinme.

VWi stl e bl ows.

COACH JEFF
Hands in on three - DEFENSE

PLAYERS
DEFENSE
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ANNOUNCERS TABLE - CONTI NUOUS

The ANNOUNCER (35), suited up and serious about his
basketball, talks fast with his eyes keen on the players and
t he scoreboard.

ANNOUNCER
W have 32 seconds left in this
severely intensive match-up and the
score is Gants 80, Tinberwolves
79. This crowd is standing on the
benches and nobody is even
bl i nki ng, you don’t want to mss a
nonent of this one. W’ve got a
one point gane. Both teans are
unbeaten. Only 32 seconds stand
bet ween t hese boys and victory or
defeat. The wi nner tonight, and
there can be only one, will play
for the 4-A State Boys Basket bal
Chanpi onshi p.

The ball tips. Play resunmes. Announcer narrates action.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
The G ants in bound the ball
Johnson crosses center court. The
T-Wlves are in tight man to man
def ense. Johnson passes right side
to Linder. Linder dribbles and
fires to Darden on the baseline -
OH  It's overthrown! The G ants
turn the ball over with just 18
seconds to play. Rader wll
i nbound fromthe near sideline.

RADER
Mot i on doubl e screen bl ue post
€o

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
The Ti nberwol ves speed out and the
i nbound pass goes to Flynn, the T-
Wl ves will have to set up quick
Flynn into the front court on the
run to the left side. Qut top to
Rader. Rader back to Flynn. Flynn
| ooks inside and passes to Dozi er
on the baseline. Dozier passes it
to Maples at the free throw |ine.
He’ s not open but he's taking the
shot with Darden all over him
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G enn shoots as DARDEN (16) a taller boy, knocks himto the
floor.

The ball sails cleanly through the basket.
The buzzer rings.
ANNOUNCER
It’s good! The Tinberwolves are
going to play for the 4-A state
chanpi onshi p!  d enn Mpl es has
done it again!
An ecstatic crowd floods the court.

The team pi cks up G enn Maples and carries himproudly for
everyone to see.

When they | et himdown, he finds hinself steps away from
Dar den.

d enn wal ks over. He hol ds out his hand to Darden

GLENN
Good gane!

Darden junps back, shocked and enbarrassed, hesitantly puts
out his hand and shakes.

DARDEN
Yeah. Good Gane.

@ enn slaps himon the shoulder with his free hand.
GLENN
Seriously! You nmade it really
tough out there. Good playing with
you.
Darden w nces, dunbstruck at G enn’s sportsmanship.

O her people in the cromd get Aenn’s attention. He turns to
his friends.

The coach calls out froma few feet away.

COACH JEFF
Good j ob, Mapl es!

GLENN
Thanks Coach!

Cal and Patty-Joyce clinmb down fromthe stands.
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A enn sees them and waves. d enn breaks through the crowd to
hug t hem

PATTY- JOYCE
That’ s ny boy!

CAL
That’ s our boy! You did it son!
Congr at ul ati ons!

A pretty blonde girl, KATIE (16) sidles up next to denn
She hugs himand ki sses himon the cheek, then stays beside
hi m

KATI E
That was incredible! Conpletely
i ncredible.

GLENN
We're going out to the falls. Is

it okay if | stay out alittle
| ater after?

PATTY- JOYCE
I think that’ s probably okay on a
ni ght |ike tonight.

GLENN
"1l be home by 11: 30.

Cal and Patty-Joyce smirk at each other

CAL
Make it m dni ght.
GLENN
Thanks Dad! Oh, can | borrow the

truck?
The cheering crowd consunes G enn |ike a conquering hero.
Cal smrks again.
CAL
How does he think we’re supposed to
get honme?

EXT. WATERFALL PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

The parking lot sits on a cliff overlooking waterfalls and a
dam
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Teenagers revel in the Tinberwol ves victory.

They party |loudly and drink beer.

Sone toss a football

G enn and Katie cuddle on the tailgate of a pickup truck
A football whizzes toward them

VO CE (V.Q)
Mapl es!  Think fast!

G enn snags the ball out of the air, smrks, and rockets it
back in the direction it cane.

Kati e gives a drunken smle.

KATI E
You do football, too? | didn't
know you could throw a football?

GLENN
You’' ve seen ne throw a f oot bal
bef or e.

She grabs his bicep and kisses him

KATI E
Muscl e man.

GLENN
Yeah, nuscl e nan.

The football returns and bounces around next to themin the
pi ckup bed.

VO CE (V.Q)
Mapl es!  Over here!

GLENN
Next time I’mgoing to keep it!

A enn rolls back into the bed of the truck to retrieve the
ball, then stands up to throwit.

GLENN
So who wants it?

Daryl|l waves reluctantly.

d enn scowWs at him
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GLENN
You want it or not?
DARYLL
Yeah. Sure. Toss it over here.
GLENN
Where’ s your buddy?
DARYLL
You going to toss ne the ball or
what ?
GLENN

Can you catch it?

DARYLL
| can catch it!

GLENN
kay!

A enn fires it back, this time much harder

Daryll tries to catch it, but he can’t. It stings his hands
and he drops it.

The crowd emts cheers and jeers.

DARYLL
I nmean | could catch it if you
coul d throw

VO CE IN CROAD (V.Q)
(in awe)
Whoal!

The teens turn and stare at them

VO CE I N CROAD (V. Q)
He’' s tal king shit!

GLENN
(smling)
Here, let nme try it again.
Daryl | tosses the ball back.

GLENN
Ready?

Daryl|l nods and G enn rockets it back again as hard as he
can.
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Daryl|l catches it in his gut but gets the wi nd knocked out of
himand falls to the ground.

The crowd | aughs.
@ enn junps out of the back of the truck wal ks over to him
GLENN
Wl |, you caught that one! MW aim
nmust be getting better!
The crowd | aughs and Daryl| just shakes his head.
G enn puts his hand out and hel ps Daryll up.

GLENN
You gonna |ive?

DARYLL
Yeah. But | guess | owe you a beer
for that one.

GLENN
Next time. |1'mD.D. tonight.
DARYLL
D.D.? Wiat’s that?
GLENN
Desi gnat ed driver
DARYLL
Designated driver? 1Isn’t that for

pussi es?
The crowd reacts to this with nore hushed jeers and whi spers.

CROMND (V.Q.)
Oooooo000h.

The crowd gets quieter.
VO CE IN CROMD (V.Q)

(hushed)
Bad nove.
GLENN
VWhat ?

The crowd goes silent.

Daryl | i mredi ately understands his error.
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DARYLL
(drunkenly)
Ch, man. denn. That's not what |
nmeant .

GLENN
What did you nean?

Daryll is speechless. denn remains calmand al nost whispers
when he asks again, but it chills Daryll.

GLENN
What did you nean?

Daryl|l freezes and denn steps up to him

G enn takes the football out of his hands. He puts his arm
around Daryl|l’s shoul der and sl aps himon the back.

GLENN
Let’s take a wal k.

They nove away fromthe crowd.

G enn puts his armaround Daryll and tells himsonething
privately.

The crowd wat ches themin hushed tones.
Daryll listens to Genn intently.
@ enn slaps himon the back

He gently tosses the football up in the air and Daryl |
catches it.

Daryl | hangs his head in shane.

G enn turns away and wal ks toward the truck.
The crowd resunes partying.

A voice cries out for the football.

VO CE (V.Q)
Daryl |!

Daryll throws it hard toward the voice.

G enn sits down on the tailgate next to Katie as Daryll is
absorbed into the night.
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KATI E
Wiy didn’t you kick his ass?

GLENN
I’ ve kicked his ass before. Doing
it again won't prove anything.

KATI E
I can’t believe you sonme tines.
You used to kick ass.

GLENN
I guess knowing | can is good
enough.

KATI E

I can’t believe how you | et himget
away with that.

GLENN
Thi nk he | ooks victorious?

Daryll sits alone on the cliff and drinks a beer.
O hers gathered into groups.
They throw the football and party on.

KATI E
What did you say to himanyway?
Tell him how nmuch you |ike hinf

GLENN
In so many words. W have known
each other since first grade.

Katie takes denn’s head in her hands and stares into his
eyes.

KATI E
Hold still. 1 want to | ook inside
there and see if you're real. |
nmean, are you a real teenage boy
like the rest of themor are you
made out of wires and circuits |ike
a TVv?

GLENN
I"mreal.
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KATI E
You can’t be real. You hold doors
for people. You don’t even get
hi gh.
GLENN
So what’s wong with that?
KATI E
Put out your arns. | want to see

how | ong your arns are.

He conplies and she stretches out hers. She grasps his
pal ms.

KATI E
No nail marks. No stigmata. How
did you get so perfect?

GLENN
I"’mfar from perfect.

A screamchills the air.

G RL
OH My GOD!' Did you see that! Did
anybody see that?

VO CE (V.Q)
What happened?

G RL
DARYLL DOZI ER JUMPED OFF THE CLI FF

Katie and d enn | ook at each other for a split second and
dash to the crowd gathered at the cliff.

They | ook down into the dark.
Bl LL CRENSHAW (17) crawls out on the rock and peers down.

CRENSHAW
Daryl |!

G RL
Can anybody see hin?

VO CE IN CROMD (V.Q)
Sonmebody get a flashlight!

GLENN
Are you serious? He junped?
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FLYNN
We have to go down there.
GLENN
You can’t go down there. |It’s
strai ght down.
FLYNN
Daryll! Can you hear ne?
G RL
Daryl |!
KATI E

Shh!  Listen!
They turn quiet and |isten.

Somebody runs up with a flash light and shines it over the
cliff.

The |ight beam scans the area and spots not hi ng.

G RL
Daryl |!

VO CES | N CROND
(in turns)

Daryll! Daryll! Can you hear ne!
Are you down there? Onh, ny God!
Ch, Cod!

They go silent and stare at one another.

FLYNN
W need to call the police.

G enn stares blankly over the cliff.

WATERFALL PARKI NG LOT - LATER
Police cars with flashing Iights fill the |ot.
An officer stands with the girl who w tnessed the junp.

G RL
(cries and stamers)
He just stood up on the wall - and
he junped. Like he - was - diving -
diving - into a sw nm ng pool .
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OFFI CER
Di d he say anythi ng?

G RL
No. He just - junped.

G enn sobs in the back of a police car

OFFI CER 2
Did you hit hinf
GLENN
No.
OFFI CER 2
Did you threaten hinf
GLENN
No. | swear! He's ny friend.

@ enn | ooks desperately out the police car window to Katie.
Two helicopters hover
Spotlights shine on the cliff face.

The parking lot crowds into a small tight group surrounded by
police cars.

A rescue basket hangs from one helicopter

The other helicopter floodlights the RESCUE WORKER in the
basket who commands with a raised thunb. He is hoisted up
and over the parking |ot.

The gondol a descends to the parking |ot.
Pol i ce hold back the crowd.

The RESCUE WORKER | ooks at the PARAMEDI CS standing by with a
stretcher. He shakes his head no.

Fl ynn wat ches and towers over the rest of the crowd.

VO CE IN CROMD (V.Q)
What are they doing? Can you see
anyt hi ng?

FLYNN
They’'re not noving real quick, 111
tell you that.
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They | oad Daryll’s body onto a stretcher and cover himwith a
sheet. The PARAMEDI CS pl ace himin back of the anbul ance and
shut the door.

I NT. MAPLES HOVE - MOMENTS LATER

Cal paces. Patty-Joyce sits at the dining roomtable with
her head in her hands.

CAL
Wiy? | don’t get it. Did 1l do
sonet hi ng w ong?

PATTY- JOYCE
No. Nothing. | just - | don't
feel right.

CAL
What do you nean? Feel right about
what ?

PATTY- JOYCE
Qur life, I mean - ny life. | just

feel like thisisn't ny life. Like
I don’t belong here - that - that |
should - that ny life should have
been different. Just doing

sonet hing different.

CAL
D fferent how?
PATTY- JOYCE
I don’t know how. | just don’t
feel like I’'min the right place.
The phone rings.
CAL
P.J. [I’mnot sure what you're

tal ki ng about, but maybe you need
to go see that shrink with d enn.

The phone rings again.

PATTY- JOYCE
WIIl you get that?

Cal reaches over and picks up.
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CAL
Hello. Yes? Wiat? 1Is this a
joke? 1Is he okay? GCkay. |I'Il be
right there.

PATTY- JOYCE

Who was that?
CAL
That was the police. W have to go
pi ck up denn
EXT. PCLI CE STATION - N GHT

The Maples Famly files out of the police station. Cal and
Patty-Joyce fl ank enn

G enn sees Katie with her parents.

They | et himgo and he runs to her.

She breaks away from her father and they enbrace briefly.
KATIE' S DAD (45), nustached and chubby and KATIE S MOM (39),

an ol der version of Katie, acknow edge Cal and Patty-Joyce
wi t h nods.

KATI E' S DAD
That’'s sone terrible stuff, isn't
it Cal?

CAL
Sure is.

The teens enbrace a long tinme as the parents watch.

Wien they step apart, they |look at each other, traumatized,
and go separate directions.

Katie' s father holds the door for her.
KATI E'S DAD
Let’s go honme, sweetheart.
I NT. MAPLES CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Genn clinbs into the front seat with his father. Patty-
Joyce sits in back.

They drive in silence a few nonents. Patty-Joyce strokes
G enn’s hair from behind.



PATTY- JOYCE
So, it was Daryll? | can't believe
it. \What happened?

GLENN
| don’t know. | wasn’t watching.
CAL
| thought you were a wi tness.
GLENN
| was there, but I didn't see him
junp. 1 was the | ast person he
tal ked to.
CAL

You were? So what did he say?

GLENN
He didn't say anything.

MONTAGE - HI GH SCHOOL HALLWAYS / CLASSROOVS
The princi pal makes an announcenent over the P.A
The students solem. The school still.

PRI NCI PAL (V. Q.)
Today we say goodbye to one of our
own. This is not easy, not for ne,
not for any of us. | need to |et
you know, for those students and
faculty who feel it necessary, the
state is sending us grief
counselors fromBillings. They
will be here later today. Al
nmeetings will be confidential and
of your own accord. | highly
reconmend that no matter how you
feel, you consider spending a few
m nutes with a counselor today. It
will do you no harm | amgoing to
excuse school for the remainder of
the day. But first, we will have a
brief nmonent of silence in honor of
our friend; Daryll Dozier.

A tear runs down Katie's face.
Daryll’s desk sits enpty.

G enn stares vacantly.
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Coach Jeff | ooks |ost and stares at his desk.

Ti m Horvath gul ps and al nost yelps a bit. A girl consoles
himw th a hug.

I NT. PRI NClI PALS OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

The principal speaks into the m crophone and holds the P. A
button down.

PRI NCI PAL
Thank you for your prayers.
Counselors will be in room 112 and

room 114 starting at noon.

I NT. MAPLES HOME - AFTERNOON
Patty-Joyce watches TV news covering the suicide.

REPORTER (V. Q.)

. . reportedly dove over the edge
of the cliff at approxi mately 10: 30
| ast night. Wtnesses say this was
an act of suicide and police say no
foul play is suspected, but that
al cohol was involved. The
student’ s body was found
approxi mately sixty feet down from
the rimof the canyon about hal fway
to the bottom reportedly wedged
bet ween boul ders and trees grow ng
out of the side of the cliff. He
was pronounced dead at the scene.

G enn slunps in and Patty-Joyce quickly turns off the TV.

PATTY- JOYCE
Hey, Chanp!
GLENN
Hi .
PATTY- JOYCE
How s it goi ng?
GLENN
I wish people would stop asking ne
t hat .
PATTY- JOYCE

kay. You want to eat?
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G enn wal ks up to his nother and hugs her
He holds on for a nonent. They break apart.

GLENN
| amso ready to eat.

I NT. DOCTORS OFFI CE - DAY

Cal Maples sits on the edge of an examining table in his
undershirt.

DR ANNETTE BELGRADE (35) in snock, hair pulled back in a
bun, enters with ultrasound scans in hand. She imediately
hangs themup on the wall and flicks on the backlight.

DR. BELGRADE
Cal, I *msure you would like to
have better news, but | can only
confirm what you' ve already been
tol d.

CAL
VWat is it?

DR. BELGRADE
First of all. These are definitely
cysts. Your blood tests, both of
them came back positive for PKD
Pol ycysti c ki dney di sease. Your
| ack of urine, the dizziness, the
back pain. It all points to PKD
" msorry.

CAL
So what kind of nedicine do | need?

DR. BELGRADE
You need a new ki dney.

CAL
What !

DR. BELGRADE
I"’mreally very sorry. Your
ki dneys are dying. Right now, |I'm
going to prescribe dialysis. There
is adialysis clinic right here in
t he hospital conplex. [|'msure
your insurance would cover nost of
it.



CAL
Di al ysis? Does that hurt?

DR BELGRADE
You get poked with a needle every
day. But it’s the only thing we
can do while we wait.

CAL
Wait for what?

DR BELGRADE
A donor. |I'mgoing to put you on
the list. Oher than your kidneys
t hensel ves, you're a very healthy
man.

Cal stiffens up in agony.

CAL
What? How? How did | get this?

DR. BELGRADE
It’s hereditary.

CAL
Are you sure? | need new ki dneys?

Dr. Belgrade points to the ultrasound scan

DR BELGRADE
Cal vin, each one of these dark
spots is a cyst. You have eight on
one side and five on the other.
You' re |lucky you can even stand up.
Most peopl e whose ki dneys | ook |ike
this can’'t even wal k because of the
pain. | know this is unnerving.
But, you need treatnment as soon as
possi ble. Plus, you should start
| ooki ng for a donor on your own.

CAL
What do you nmean?

DR. BELGRADE
Donor lists are long. You actually
have to be |ucky sonmetines. In the
right place, at the right tinme, on
the right list, when a donor
becones avail abl e.
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CAL
Becones avail abl e?

DR. BELGRADE
When sonebody dies. So, | would
urge you to talk to your famly.
You only need one kidney to live.
I NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAYS - LATER
Cal plods through the hallway.
O her patients and nedical staff walk past him
He conmes to a dead stop when he sees the dialysis clinic and
stares at it.
I NT. KITCHEN - MOMENTS LATER
G enn eats a bow of soup as Patty-Joyce watches | ovingly.
PATTY- JOYCE

So, you wanted to have sone friends
over tonorrow?

GLENN
Bi rt hday one day, funeral the next?
| feel like there’s something wong
about that. Can | just skip it?
PATTY- JOYCE
You still have to turn seventeen
GLENN
I know. But | don’'t want a party
now.
PATTY- JOYCE
It’s okay. So did you see a grief
counselor? | nean - your
counselor? Dr. Mller?
GLENN
No. | don't want to talk to him
| feel like I’"'mdone with it. [I'm
done with therapy anyway. Even
t hough Daryll’s - 1 should just |et

hi m go. You know?

PATTY- JOYCE
Move on
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GLENN
Definitely.

PATTY- JOYCE
| feel that way too, sonetines.

EXT. MAPLES HOME DRI VEWAY - DAY
Cal, Patty-Joyce and G enn stand in the driveway.

Patty-Joyce appears concerned, d enn curious, Cal has a
devi ant sm rk.

PATTY- JOYCE
I s somet hing going to happen?

CAL
Li st en.

They listen intently. No sound.

GLENN
| don’t hear anything.

CAL
Wait for it. There it is. Li st en.

A humin the distance.

@ enn and Patty-Joyce strain to hear

EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD STREETS - DAY

Ni ckie sits atop a beautifully restored cherry red and chrone
machine, a circa 1950's Harl ey-Davi dson. Despite the runble
of the bike he floats steadily down the street and rolls into
the driveway. He revs the notor to a roar once nore before
shutting it down.

CAL
Ta- daaal

PATTY- JOYCE
VWhat’'s this?

CAL
What do you think? 1It’s his.

NI CKI E
Happy birthday kid.
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GLENN
No way! Are you serious? No way!
This is too far out!

PATTY- JOYCE
That is gorgeous.

Ni cki e hops off and hands it over to G enn

NI CKI E
Al'l yours.

PATTY- JOYCE
Wiere did you get it?

NI CKI E
Junk yard. His idea. | rebuilt
it. Renmenber when Dad had one j ust
like it?

PATTY- JOYCE
I do. | want one.

denn sits on the bike.

GLENN
This is a fantastic bike! [It’'s
i ncredi bl e!

CAL
Start it up.

G enn | ooks it over and turns the key.

GLENN
Not goi ng.

CAL
It’s a kick start.

@ enn exam nes the bi ke and pounces on the starter.
Not hi ng. He pounces again. Nothing. A third tine.
Cal and Nickie |augh.

NI CKI E
VWhat’s the matter, d enn? Too nuch
bi ke for you?

GLENN
Is this the only way to start it?
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CAL
That’s it. Wen you can start it,
you can ride it.

A enn pounces on the starter again. Cal and N ckie have a
great laugh. Barely a flutter. Again. Again. Again.

GLENN
Trust me. 1'magoing to start it.

One nore, no two nore, okay, a third mghty kick and the bike
starts.

The adul ts cheer.
CAL
Atta boy! That’'s the way you do
it!
d enn waves as he rolls off and lets out the throttl e.
Cal watches vicariously.

PATTY- JOYCE
That’s quite the bike. Wy?

CAL
Wiy not? You only |ive once.
Thanks for bringing it over N ck.

NI CKI E
No prob. But | still think it’s
too nmuch bike for the kid, if you
ask ne.

CAL

He'll growinto it. He got it
started didn't he?

EXT. RIVER DRI VE - MOMENTS LATER

G enn roars along the two | ane bl acktop two hundred feet
above the Mssouri River. As he passes the waterfall parking
| ot he spots Tim Horvath, who sits on the hood of his car
alone. denn turns the bike around, rolls up to him and
shuts of f the bike.

GLENN
What’ s goi ng on?
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TI M HORVATH
See you got the Harley. Told ny
dad you |iked blue, but he said the
red was original

GLENN
Red’ s cool .

TI M HORVATH
He worked on that thing for |ike
si x nont hs. I didn’t even know it

was for you until the other day.

GLENN
Six months? Ww. \What are you
doi ng up here?

TI M HORVATH
Just wondering. Trying to figure
it out. Wiere was he when he
j unped?

G enn points.

GLENN
Over there.

TI M HORVATH
What did he say? Wat did you say?

GLENN
Not hi ng.

TI M HORVATH
Not hi ng? They said you guys tal ked
for like five mnutes and then he
j unped over the edge. Wy would he
do that?

GLENN
| don’t know

TI M HORVATH
You were going to kick his ass or
some shit weren't you?

GLENN
No.

Tim | ays back on the hood of the car and covers his eyes with
his arm
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TI M HORVATH
G away fromnme, man. | don’t want
to talk to you right now.

A enn al nost speaks, but goes to start the bike instead. It
t akes four enbarrassing kicks before he zips away.

I NT. KATIE S HOUSE, LIVING ROCOM - DAY

Genn sits on a recliner with Katie on his lap. They peck
and kiss gently.

Katie’'s Momenters and clears her throat.
They i medi ately break up and Katie stands.

KATIE' S MoM
(with a sigh)
Are you staying for dinner denn?

He | ooks to Katie first who nods approvingly.

GLENN
kay.

KATIE' S MOM
Try to control yourselves. Your
father’s going to be here any
second.

They snicker as Katie’'s Momexits. Katie snuggles up next to
hi m agai n.

GLENN

What do you want to do later?
KATI E

Take ne out on your bike.
GLENN

Think they' Il let you?

A enn nods.

KATI E

Who? You nean ny parents? | don't

need ny parents approval to ride on
your notorcycle.

GLENN
Vell, Katie, it’s kind of



KATI E
VWhat ?

GLENN
| can’t just give you a ride.

KATI E
Are you serious?

Katie glares at him

GLENN
Not if they don't say it’s okay. |
don’t even have a helnet for you

KATI E
You don’t wear a hel net.

GLENN
I’mnot going to fall off the back.

Kati e junps up.

KATI E
| don’t even believe this.

She marches out of the room

GLENN
VWhat ?

Katie's Dad wal ks in through the front door.

KATI E' S DAD
H denn. N ce bike. You re not
driving Katie around on that thing
are you?

I NT. KATIE S HOUSE, DI NI NG ROOM - LATER
Kati e, her parents and d enn dine.

KATI E'S DAD
Guess you're getting to be quite
t he basketball star. You going to
get a schol arshi p?

GLENN
| don’t know. | didn’t think | was
a star.

38.
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KATI E'S DAD
That’ s what they say. That’'s what
| hear anyway. denn Mples, the
basketbal |l star. Damm shame about
Daryll. That's too bad for you
ki ds, having that happen. Losing a
team mate and all

KATIE' S MoM
Al right now. That’'s enough.
@ enn, how fast can you go on your
not or cycl e?

GLENN
It can go up t-

KATI E'S DAD
Vll, it’s still a damm shane. 1'm
just glad there wasn't any drugs in
his system | thought for sure

t here woul d be when | heard that,
but the news said he was clean.
Fi gured he was high on LSD. He
wasn’t even over the legal limt
for DW. Not like this little
princess here.

KATI E
DAD!

KATI E' S DAD
I"mjust glad we got a good guy
i ke you | ooking out for our Katie,
that’s all | got to say.

KATI E S MOM
Is that all?

KATI E'S DAD
I"mcurious. Is it true that you
were the last one to talk to him
before he junped? 1t’s fascinating
to think what nust be going through
sonmebody’s mind to make them do
t hat .

KATI E
Aaauuuuuuugh!

Katie bolts up and runs away.



KATIE' S MoM
You just don’t know when to quit,
do you Martin!

KATI E'S DAD
What ? Wiere is she goi ng?

KATIE' S MoM
Just stop it! Get off that
subj ect! Just stop!

KATI E'S DAD
We're just having a conversation.
KATIE' S MoM
| don't think they want to talk
about it.
KATI E'S DAD

He doesn’t mnd. He's a nman. You
don’t mnd, do you 3 enn? They say
it’s good to get stuff off your

chest.
GLENN
Actual ly .
KATIE' S MOM
We're done! denn do you want sone
dessert?
GLENN
Uh . . . dessert?
KATIE' S MOM
(shouti ng)

Yes, denn! Dessert, do you want
some dessert!

His plate is nearly full.

GLENN
vell, |

KATI E' S MoV
Yes, or no?

KATI E' S DAD
What are you yelling for? Leave
the guy alone! W're trying to
eat, here.

Katie’ s Mom sl ans down her utensils, gets up and | eaves.
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A |l ong nonent of silence.

KATI E' S DAD
Don't mnd her @enn. Wmen.
You'll see. They're all alittle

off-kilter. Never know what
they' |l do next. That's why we
have to protect them

The nen eat.

I NT. MAPLES MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHI P - AFTERNOON
Patty-Joyce sits at Cal’s desk
She edits paperwork with a yell ow marker.

Nickie strolls in and knocks as he enters.

NI CKI E
Want to go burn one?
PATTY- JOYCE
Ri ght now?
NI CKI E

Could there be a better tinme?

PATTY- JOYCE
That sounds pretty fucking good.

NI CKI E
It will be pretty fucking good.
Way don’t you hop on your scooter
and take a ride over to the shop?
Patty-Joyce | ooks around the deal ership.
Dewey | eans against a pole in front.

Anna and Beverly do crossword puzzles.

PATTY- JOYCE
It is a slowday. Wy don't you
head over there and 1’|l see you in
say - twenty?

NI CKI E
It’s a deal.

Ni cki e heads out and stops to talk to Dewey.
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Patty-Joyce watches them briefly, then opens a desk drawer.

She opens the cash box and takes a stack of bills out.

I/E. LUCKY' S CASI NO - DAY

Patty-Joyce drives up to the door on her notorcycle. She
par ks and heads i nsi de.

A few GAMBLERS pl ay poker machi nes.

Patty-Joyce chooses a machine and sticks a twenty dollar bil
in the slot.

EXT. ElI GHT- BALL GARACE - DAY

Patty-Joyce rolls up on her notorcycle and | ooks in the
wi ndow.

She surveys the street and sees no traffic, then drives
around back.

I NT. EI GHT- BALL GARAGE - CONTI NUQUS

She drives right into the garage and shuts the bike off.

Ni cki e appears from around the corner, smrks and tokes a
joint.
NI CKI E
What took you so | ong?

Patty-Joyce gets off the bike and takes the joint. She takes
a hit.

PATTY- JOYCE
I had a stop to make. This is good
shit.
Ni cki e | aughs.
NI CKI E

Know what el se woul d be good?

PATTY- JOYCE
Ni cki e.

As she tokes, N cki e manhandl es her and dives into her
bl ouse.
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NI CKI E
Thi s’ d be good.

PATTY- JOYCE
Ni ckie. W can’t be doing this.

NI CKI E
Cone on now, we're famly.

PATTY- JOYCE
I know. Wy does being so bad feel
so good? N ckie.

She pulls the joint away and kisses him breathing the snoke
into his nouth.

Ni ckie takes the joint away and sets it down on the bench.
They kiss again and violently rip their clothes off.
They have sex on Nickie' s work bench anong dirty rags and
wr enches.
EXT. MAPLES MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHI P - AFTERNOON
Dewey drags his cigar and watches Cal drive in and park.
Cal exits his car and slogs up to Dewey and sits beside him
DEVEY
You just m ssed her. Said she had
some shopping to do.
CAL

That’ s okay. Not sure | want to
see her right now anyway.

DEVEY
Sonet hi ng wr ong?
CAL
| got sone news yesterday.
DEVEY
What ki nd of news.
CAL
No the good kind. | need a kidney.

Dewey sl unps back shocked and | ooks faint.



DEVEY
No shit? Cal. That’'s just
are you sure?

CAL
Yeah, Dew, |’ m sure. | went to the
doctors. Cot it tested.

He puts a hand on Cal’s shoul der.

DEVEY
Wl |, even so. They could be
wWr ong.

CAL
They' re not.

DEVEY
Oh, Cal. That's just the shits.
" msorry.

CAL
It’s okay. |I'mgetting used to the
i dea.

DEVEY
Wiy didn’'t Patty-Joyce say
sonet hi ng?

CAL

Haven't told her yet.
DEVEY

Who el se have you tol d?
CAL

Nobody.
DEVEY

Nobody? You nmean |I'mit.
CAL

Ri ght now.
DEVEY

You want ny ki dney?
CAL

No. No, Dew. | just wanted to

practice telling people and |
t hought 1'd start with you

44.
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DEVEY
Sure. Sure. | get it. Kind of
ease into it, huh?

CAL
Yeah, sonething like that. Don’'t
tell anyone el se okay? | want to

do it nmyself. No second hand talk.

I NT. ElI GHT- BALL GARAGE - EVEN NG

Patty-Joyce and Nickie sit on an old autonobil e bench seat
next to a transm ssion.

Patty-Joyce straightens her panties out and pulls on her
jeans while Nickie |ights another joint.

He passes it to her

PATTY- JOYCE
VWhat the hell

She takes a hit and hands it back.

He grabs her ass and strokes her jeans while she slips into
her shoes.

NI CKI E
Leavi ng?

PATTY- JOYCE
I have to go hone sonme tine. This
i s enough for now.

NI CKI E
Enough?

She straddl es his |ap.

PATTY- JOYCE
What are we . . . ? Do you |love
me?

NI CKI E
O course.

PATTY- JOYCE

I’mgoing to | eave Cal.

NI CKI E
What? You can’t.
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PATTY- JOYCE
| have to.

NI CKI E
Wy ?

PATTY- JOYCE

So I can be with you.

NI CKI E
You can’t be with ne. This is only
for shits and giggles. W get
hi gh, we screw, that’'s it. Wy
woul d you want to ness that up?

PATTY- JOYCE
| feel like it’s not fair to Cal.

NI CKI E
Maybe not. But you know what they
say - what you don’t know won’t
hurt you.

PATTY- JOYCE
We woul dn’t have to sneak around.

NI CKI E
P.J. Are you crazy? O course we
woul d. We're brother and sister.
This isn't the kind of relationship
you make public. Not like we're
going to start |iving together.

PATTY- JOYCE
Oh.
NI CKI E
Hey, look. | knowit’s weird. Not

ever going to try to explain it,
understand it. Don't want to. But
this isit, P.J. Wat we got right
here - is all we'll ever have.

EXT. KATIE S HOUSE - EVEN NG

d enn sits on his bike. Katie stands beside him

Katie's Dad watches from the door.

KATI E'S DAD
Good ni ght, 4 enn.
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GLENN
Good night. Thank you.

Kati e’ s Dad goes inside.

Katie junps on the back of the bike and holds on to d enn.

KATI E

Go!
GLENN

Yeah, right. Make nme a ki dnapper?
KATI E

No it wouldn’t. I'mserious, let’s

get the hell out of here.

GLENN
I’mnot riding you on the bike,
Kati e.

KATI E

What’' s the point of you having a
notorcycle if you' re not going to
use it to inpress your girlfriend?

GLENN
That’s not the point. Your Dad
doesn’t want you on this bike. You
have to respect that.

Katie gets off the notorcycle.

KATI E
Onh, forget you!

GLENN
Katie -

KATI E

No! Forget it denn! Youre
ridicul ous, you know that? What
happened to you? You used to be
tough. Now you don’t even drink
anynore.

GLENN
So what ?

KATI E
My dad doesn’t have sone nagi cal
chain that keeps you from doi ng
what you want to do.
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Nei t her do you.
KATI E

What’ s that supposed to nean?
GLENN

| respect the man. | think you

shoul d respect that.
KATI E
Aaaaaugh! You suck! You talk like
you' re fifty years old.
Katie turns and bolts back to the house.

GLENN
Katie! Katiel Ka -

The door sl ans.
GLENN
(to self)
Thanks for dinner.

The kick starting begins.

I NT. MAPLES HOME - EVENI NG

Patty-Joyce enters the house in the dark.

She flicks on the |ight.

She junps, startled, to find Cal alone in the dark.

PATTY- JOYCE
Oh God! What are you doing? |
didn’'t see you there.

CAL
I know. PJ, you need to sit down.

She sits down, hesitantly.
CAL
There’s something we need to talk
about .
Cal stops and stays quiet for a few nonents.

PATTY- JOYCE
VWhat ?

48.
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CAL
| need to tell you sonet hing.

Si | ence agai n.

PATTY- JOYCE
kay, so are you going to tell nme?
CAL
Oh yeah. | started dialysis this
nor ni ng.
PATTY- JOYCE
Huh? Say that again?
CAL
| have kidney disease. | need new

ki dneys. O just one | guess.
But, for now, so | don't die right
away, | need dial ysis.

PATTY- JOYCE
What ? How did this happen? Back
up!  You were fine this norning.
What are you tal king about? You
have to go to dialysis? Wy? How?

CAL
You know ny backache? 1It’s not ny
spine. 1t’s ny kidneys. Stand up.

They stand together. He touches her back.

CAL
The doctor told me. They' re right
here. | thought | needed a mnuscle

rel axer or something. But they did
a blood test, then they did another
bl ood test. Then a CT scan.

PATTY- JOYCE
A CT scan!

CAL
Yeah, and an ultrasound. It's .
pretty bad. Wthout dialysis, |
coul d die.

Patty-Joyce stares at himin disbelief.

CAL
For real.
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She hugs hi m and sobs.
I NT. FLOWER SHOP - DAY

Caroline works on a floral arrangenent. Through the w ndow
Caroline sees denn wheel up on his notorcycle. He bounds up
the steps and flings open the door.

CARCLI NE
VWhat’'s that?

GLENN
My birthday present.

CAROLI NE
From who? G andpa Dew?

GLENN
Dad - and Uncle N ckie.

CAROLI NE
Dad? You're kidding. Your grades
nmust be pretty fucking incredible.
Going to the funeral ?

GLENN
Yeah.

CAROLI NE
So you want to take sone flowers.

GLENN
Flowers? No. |It’s just early.
It’s two bl ocks away. | got no
pl ace to go right now. Thought I'd
just hang out here. How do you
like living in your own apart nment
now?

CAROLI NE
I love it. \When are you going to
conme over?

GLENN
Sonetime. | keep thinking that
maybe he didn’'t junp. That he just
fell. But he didn't yell or
anyt hing, so . .

CAROLI NE
He m ght have hit his head right
away. Whuldn't be able to yell.
Wul dn’t even know what hit him
( MORE)
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CAROLI NE(cont ' d)

Here. Take this. You should take
himthis.

She hands him a rosebud on a stem

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY
Daryl|l’s funeral procession courses through the gates.

Mour ners anbl e about the casket as the clergy takes center
position.

In the distance they hear the drone of a notorcycle.
Everyone turns to see -

The chrome glint of denn's notorcycle.

H s face hidden behind sungl asses.

He coasts up and di sperses the crowd fromhis path.

He rolls up to the casket and unzips his jacket.

G enn gingerly places the rosebud on top the casket.

Al'l of his schoolmates - Tim Katie, Rader watch and pout.
He avoi ds eye contact with everyone.

For a brief nmonment he places a black gloved hand on the
casket .

He then throttles up and rolls off a few feet before he bolts
away in a furious skid.

The wind in his face streans a tear to his ear.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - MORNI NG

Fall colors. Birds greet the norning with chirps.
@ enn parks his bike and takes off his hel net.
Katie junps out of her Dad’ s truck.

Kati e’ s Dad waves to d enn.

G enn waves back.

Kati e wal ks toward d enn and right past himas he speaks.
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GLENN
Mor ni ng Kat e.

She breezes past w thout |ooking at him
A enn junps off his bike and chases her

GLENN
Hey! Katie wait!

KATI E
I have to get to class.

GLENN
Not right this second! Talk to ne!

KATI E
Just forget it. Don't bother. W
don’t tal k anynore.
She pulls away and goes up the stairs.
@ enn, stunned, stares for a nonent, then chases her

GLENN
Si nce when do we not tal k anynore?

She pulls away agai n and goes through the doorway.
A enn stands al one on the steps.

O her students wal k past himas he stares at the door,
confused. The bell rings.

He marches back to his bike and zips off.

EXT. CTY STREETS - MOMENTS LATER
@ enn races through the city. He passes cars.

The speedoneter ranges from60-75 as he flies through a 25
MPH zone.

A police car flashes its lights and blasts the siren.

I NT. SCHOOL HALLWAYS - DAY
The hallway is enpty except for Ti m Horvath.

He sits on the floor across fromDaryll’s | ocker, decorated
with flowers and cards and photos from students.
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Kati e sees himand approaches quietly.

KATI E
Ti n®?

He barely gl ances at her.

TI M HORVATH
I know who's fault this is. He
never woul d have junped if d enn
just didn't treat himlike shit al
the tine.

She sits beside himand | eans on his shoul der.

KATI E
I know the feeling. He just
doesn’t get it. M parents are not
his friends - acts like - he
doesn’t treat people right.

Ti m peers at her curiously.

TI M HORVATH

G enn? Wat did he do to you?
KATI E

Doesn’t matter. |”mover it. He' s

done. We're done. Fuck him

TI M HORVATH
You know what he said to Daryll
don’t you?

KATI E
Not really. But |I’ve got an idea.
Had to be some nean shit to nmake
Daryll go all Hunpty-Dunpty and
have a great fall. Onh. Sorry. |
think he told himhe was going to
ki ck his ass because Daryll was -
wel |l he was being Daryll. You know
how he was. But | don’t think he
woul d have junped if it wasn't for
A enn.

TI' M HORVATH
Real | y?

KATI E
There’s only one thing Aenn really
under st ands.
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TI M HORVATH
VWhat’'s that?

KATI E
Puni shnent. He knows how to do it.
He shoul d know what it feels |ike.

EXT. CITY STREETS - MOVENTS LATER
d enn | eans besi de his bike.

The OFFICER strolls back fromhis car with denn’'s |icense
and ticket.

OFFI CER
You' re noving a little too quick to
l et you off with a warning d enn.
Sign this.

GLENN
kay.

G enn signs wthout protest.

OFFI CER
How s your Dad doi ng?
GLENN
He’s fine.
OFFI CER
What about you? Staying out of
troubl e?
GLENN
Yes, sir.
OFFI CER

Good. About tinme. Nice bike but
you need to take it easy out here.

GLENN

Yes, sir. You're right.
OFFI CER

Don’t you have school today?
GLENN

That’s where I’mgoing. | woke up

| at e.
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The officer tears the ticket out of the book and hands it to

hi m

OFFI CER
Better get going. Tell your Dad I
said “H ".

A enn reads the ticket as the Oficer drives off.

A car pulls up beside him

DR. MLLER (QS.)
d enn?

@ enn sees his psychiatrist, DR MLLER, 35, long hair,
bearded, | ean over fromthe drivers side to talk out the

passenger w ndow.

DR M LLER
| thought that was you.

GLENN
You were right.

DR. M LLER
Was |1? What about ?

G enn leans into his w ndow and stoops down to talk.

GLENN
About it being ne. How are you
doing Dr. Mller?

DR M LLER
I’ mdoing great, denn. But what
about you? Thought | m ght hear
fromyou when | saw t he paper, read

what happened. You ever feel |ike
tal ki ng, you know you can give ne a
call. Anytine. It’s cool.

GLENN
Thanks.

DR M LLER

Is that your notorcycle? It’s far
out. Wiat’'s that?

GLENN
Speedi ng ticket.

DR. M LLER
Ooh. How fast?
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GLENN
Si xty-seven in a thirty.

DR M LLER
Quch! Better than jail.

GLENN
Say that again.

DR M LLER
Look at it this way. |If that’'s the
worst thing that’ s happened al
day, you're having a pretty good
day.

GLENN
Day’ s not over yet.

I NT. HOSPI TAL DI ALYSI S WARD - DAY

Patty-Joyce sits curled up in a ball on a chair with a blank
stare.

A nurse enters and calls her.

NURSE
Patty-Joyce. You can see your
husband now. Right this way.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - MOVENTS LATER
The di al ysis machi ne drains and punps bl ood to Cal.

Patty-Joyce focuses on a tube full of blood that protrudes
fromhis |eg.

PATTY- JOYCE
Does it hurt?

CAL
No. The needle hurt, but right now
| wouldn’t even know it's there if
I wasn’t looking at it.

PATTY- JOYCE
So what happens now?

CAL
This is it.
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PATTY- JOYCE
VWhat does that nmean? This is it?

Cal stiffens up

CAL
I have to do this every day. Every
day. Until | get . . . get a new
ki dney.

PATTY- JOYCE
Ch, Cal.

CAL

They say ny best bet is a bl ood
relative. Somebody who woul d j ust
. . . help ne. Kind of narrows
down the choices of who I can ask

PATTY- JOYCE
Ask?

CAL
Ask for a kidney. That's what they
told me to do. Ask a relative.

PATTY- JOYCE
(hesitantly)
Did you want it from ne?

CAL
The way you just said that it
doesn’t sound |ike you want to.
Besi des, we have different bl ood
types. It wouldn’t work. |
couldn’t give you bl ood when you
needed it, remenber?

PATTY- JOYCE
Vell, it’s a - Wwo else did you
t hi nk you were going to ask?

CAL
Who else is there? You think I
want to ask hinf? You think | want
to tell my son to have surgery and
live the rest of his life with one
ki dney? O course | don't.

Patty-Joyce pouts, alnobst cries.

CAL
But if | don’t ask him.
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PATTY- JOYCE

No. You can’t. You can’t let him
CAL

I know. | can't. I don’t want to.

| swear, but | know he would do it.

PATTY- JOYCE
No. Don"t. You can’t.

CAL
I"'mnot. We can’t let himknow
about this.

PATTY- JOYCE
Are you kidding? W have to tel
hi m

CAL

No! It’s not right. W can't put
t hat kind of pressure on him Not
with the playoffs.

PATTY- JOYCE
The playoffs? Hi s fucking
basket bal |l games? You' re nore
concerned about that than your own
life?

CAL
No, what | nmean is - He’s got a
future. He could actually get a
schol arship. He's the best
basketbal | player in the state.
Then what? He donates a ki dney and
it’s all over. [If I'"mnot even
going to entertain the idea of
t aki ng his kidney, and |’ m not,
there’s no reason he needs to know
about this. But, I'll tell you
sonething PJ, right now | amso
Goddamed scared, if he said he
would do it, I'd take it in a
heart beat .

I NT. FLOWER SHOP - CONTI NUQUS

Bel | s chi ne above the door as he enters. Caroline | ooks out
fromthe back

CAROLI NE
Hey, G enn. Wat are you doing
her e?
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GLENN
Pl ayi ng hookey.

CARCLI NE
Conme on back. Want sone coffee?

G enn focuses on the coffee pot and searches for a nug.

GLENN
Sur e.

Caroline directs himto the shelf above. They talk while she
arranges flowers.

CAROLI NE
Here. Use one of those up there.
What happened?

GLENN
I think I got dunped.
CAROLI NE
You t hi nk?
GLENN

| guess. Katie said “we don’t talk
anynore” and just kept on going.

CAROLI NE
She didn’'t say why?
GLENN
I wouldn’t let her ride on ny bike.
CAROLI NE
How cone?
GLENN

Her Dad told ne not to.

CAROLI NE
That’ s al nost chivalrous. So you
woul dn’t give her a ride?

GLENN
Just figured it would be a hassle.

CAROLI NE
Ha! A hassle? | know why she
dunped you now. Because you’' re not
a bad boy anynore. Wen' s the | ast
time you got in a fight?



GLENN
| don’t fight.

CAROLI NE
That’s why. You used to beat
peopl e up. Now you're the strong
sensitive type. She wants the bad
boy.

G_LENN
Bul | shit.

CAROLI NE
| mserious. You don’t have to
believe ne, but I'Il bet if you ask

nmy psychol ogy professor, that’s
what he’ d say.

GLENN
Bad boy. Geat. You know how nuch
t herapy |1’ ve done to not be that
way ?

CARCLI NE
| know. But your reputation is
still out there. You broke that

one guys nose. Another guys jaw.
Fractured a skull.

GLENN
kay. So? | stopped. Nobody got
killed.

CAROLI NE
Nobody?

GLENN
I didn't kill him

CAROLI NE
G enn. Cool. Deep breath. Sorry.
That cane out the wong way. 4 enn
t akes a deep breath.

GLENN
I know. Sorry. It’s not ny fault
t hough.

CAROLI NE

I know. But | ook at everything
fromthe outside for a second.

60.
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CAROL| NE( CONT' D)
The way you were - the way you are
now - the suicide note. Again, not
your fault. Besides that, they
never shoul d have published it.

Caroline gets closer to her brother.

GLENN
Ri ght .

She puts her arnms around himlike a dance partner and gets
too close for a sister. She brushes his hair with her
fingers.

CAROLI NE

You need to get fucked.
GLENN

Huh?
CAROLI NE

You need to find some little chick
who just wants to have you for a
l[ittle while and then just |eave
you alone. Til you get your head
together and find sone other girl
who wants the strong sensitive type
who has a handle on his rage. Don’'t
worry about the relationship shit
right now. You' re too young.

They stand face to face and silent for a | ong nonent until
G enn suddenly tears away from her

CAROLI NE

Think I was going to bite you?
GLENN

No.
CAROLI NE

If you need a sex priner, you can
ask me anyt hi ng.

GLENN
Don’t go there.

CARCLI NE
You used to like it.

GLENN
That was before. You're ny sister.
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CAROLI NE
Want nme to fix you up with
sonmebody? | know a few col |l ege
girls who could teach you a few
t hi ngs.
GLENN
Stop it. Don't talk like that.
CAROLI NE
Wy ?
GLENN

It’s wong. Just wong. Okay?

CARCLI NE
Don’t be nmd.

GLENN
I"’mnot mad. See you later.

Carol i ne stands between d enn and the door. He goes straight
for it and she grabs himand hugs himand kisses himon the
neck.

CAROLI NE
Bye.

G enn breaks away and runs off.

I NT. MAPLES HOMVE - EVEN NG

The Maples famly eats dinner alnost silently. Patty-Joyce
breaks the ice.

PATTY- JOYCE
So how was school today, G enn?
GLENN
I don’t know. | skipped.
CAL
You what ?
GLENN

Katie and nme broke up. So |
ski pped. Just didn't feel |ike
bei ng there.

PATTY- JOYCE
Ch, d enn
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GLENN
Then | got a speeding ticket.
CAL
On your bike?
PATTY- JOYCE
Vel |, he obviously wasn’t wal ki ng.
CAL
PJ!I' denn, what is going on with
you, son?
GLENN
(calmy)
I told you. | broke up with Katie.
Her idea, not mne. | was blow ng
off steam | got a ticket. That’'s
it. Sorry. And | saw Dr. Mller,
t 00.

Patty-Joyce and Cal | ook to each other surprised.

CAL
You went to go see him- on your
own?
GLENN
| saw himout on the street. W
talked. | think I want to go see
himnore often. Like every week.
CAL
That's fine, denn. That's a -
PATTY- JOYCE
G own up deci sion.
CAL
Yes it is, it’s a grown up
decision. If you feel like he’'s a

guy you need to talk to and sort
t hings out. That’s good.

PATTY- JOYCE
Yes, it is. But denn, you need to
be nore careful. And you have to

go to school, no matter what.

GLENN
I know.
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CAL
Just . . . blow off steamon the
weekends okay?
I NT. SCHOCOL HALLWAYS - DAY
G enn opens his |ocker and sees Katie wal k by.
He gl ares at her.
She ignores him

He shakes his head but deci des to chase her.

GLENN
Kati el

As she rounds the corner out of sight he keeps going and then
finds her standing with GREG (17) a handsonme young nman about
a foot taller than d enn.

Katie leans into himand grasps his armas Geg waps it
around her chest and shoul ders.

The couple stand firmas G enn approaches.

Greg appears wary.

GLENN
What’' s this?
KATI E
This is Geg.
GLENN
I know who this is. Hows it going
G eg?
GREG
Cool .
KATI E

I’ mgoing out with Greg now,
whet her you like it or not.

GLENN
Do whatever you want.

The boys nod to each ot her.

GLENN
See you |l ater.



GREG
Lat er.

G enn heads back around the corner toward his | ocker
Kati e appears of fended.

A few steps away Tim Horvath opens his | ocker

They nake eye contact.

A enn nods.

Timturns his head.

G enn al nost wal ks by, but stops.

GLENN
H, Tim

Timscrutinizes Genn with contenpt.

TI M HORVATH
VWhat ?

GLENN
Just saying ‘H”.

TI M HORVATH
You want to see nme junp off a
cliff, too? Don’t say ‘H’' to ne.
Don't even talk to ne.
(shout s)
I know what you did!

Timslans his | ocker and struts off.

Rader and Fl ynn approach.

RADER
Dude, what did Horvath say?
GLENN
Not hi ng, man.
FLYNN
He’ s pi ssed about the note, isn't
he?
GLENN

The note? What note?

65.
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RADER
The sui ci de note.

G enn’s eyes widen in shock.

GLENN
Say - what?

RADER
They found Daryll’s suicide note.
It was in his |ocker. He planned

it all along man. It’s not your
faul t.
GLENN
He wote a note?
FLYNN
Thought you woul d have heard
al r eady.
RADER

It was all about you.

|/ E. MAPLES MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHI P - DAY

Dewey sucks on a cigar and reads the paper on the bench
out side the deal ership. He shakes his head in sorry
di sbel i ef as he reads.

Ni ckie coasts onto the gravel and steers up to Dewey’' s feet.

DEVEY
You read about this shit?

Ni ckie crawls off the bike and sidles up to Dewey to | ook
over his shoul der.

NI CKI E
VWhat shit?

DEVEY
That kid who junped off the cliff.
Wote in his suicide note it’s
Genn's fault. Said if he ever
felt threatened again - he was j ust
going to kill hinself - end it all.

Ni ckie rips the paper from Dewey’'s hands and gasps at the
col um.
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NI CKI E
Fuck.
(he reads)
Fuck! Cal and P.J. see this?
DEVEY
They’' re not here yet. Too early
for Cal. He's coming in |late these
days.
NI CKI E
How cone?
DEVEY

‘Cause he can. He's the boss.
Ni cki e scans over the article.
NI CKI E

That little shit. He was always a
goofy fucker.

DEVNEY
Hard to believe isn't it?
NI CKI E
Not really. 1 knew that kid as

well as Timand denn. He was
al ways the weird one.

DEVEY
G enn used to beat himup?

NI CKI E
G enn beat everybody up.

DEVEY
Quess that's true.

NI CKI E
But he stopped. denn' s doing
alright these days, isn't he? He
seens under control, right?

DEVEY
Wl |, he s always been good to ne,
bei ng his Grandpa and everything
like that. Besides, if he wasn't,
I"d kick his ass.

Ni cki e hands Dewey the paper and clinbs back on his bike.
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NI CKI E
If you see Genn - tell himhe
shoul d give ne a call. You know,

in case there’s nobody el se he
wants to talk to.

DEVEY
You nean |ike that shrink?

NI CKI E
I’ m cheaper and better than a
shrink. 1"mhis uncle. | give him

a beer and he won’t get in trouble.
That nakes a difference.

Dewey sni ckers and opens the paper again as Nickie rides off.

I NT. LUCKY' S CASI NO - DAY

Patty-Joyce | oses the last of her credits. She furiously
pushes the buttons in futile retaliation.

The ATTENDANT | ooks over at her.

Patty-Joyce marches over to the cage and snaps open her
pur se.

PATTY- JOYCE

I need to cash a check
ATTENDANT

Alright, | just need to see your

drivers |icense.
Patty-Joyce produces the docunent.

The Attendant conpares her nane to a list on the wall and
sheepi shly hands back the check and drivers |icense.

ATTENDANT
Un- I'’msorry, but | can’t cash
your check.
PATTY- JOYCE
Way not ?
ATTENDANT
(whi spers)
You're on the list. | guess the
| ast check you wote here - didn't
go through - so, I'"'mnot allowed to

cash your check
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PATTY- JOYCE

Real | y?

Patty-Joyce appears | ost.

ATTENDANT

" msorry.
Actual ly, 1’

I could get fired.
m supposed to call the

manager when |ist people are here,

but | don't

like to do that. But

you' ' re always real nice and you tip

and stuff. Sone people don't even
say “Hello”. 1’mnot going to call
hi m on you.

PATTY- JOYCE
Thank you.

ATTENDANT
If you want, | can give you five
dol l ars on one of the nickel
machi nes.

PATTY- JOYCE
That’ s okay. Thanks. [’'Ill see you
| at er.

EXT. LUCKY' S CASI NO - CONTI NUOUS

Patty-Joyce exits and
opens her bank book.
mul tiple thousands to
and nmutters sonethi ng
back toget her.

opens her purse on her bike seat. She
The bal ance has dwi ndl ed down from
hundreds. She silently scolds herself,
unintel ligible, and shoves her purse

She straddl es the bi ke and | ooks up to see a sign.

I NSERT SI GN: THE DCLL’

She checks hersel f out

S DEN - Now Hiring Dancers.

in the rear view mrror.

I NT. H GH SCHOCOL GYMNASI UM - DAY

The Ti nberwol ves practi ce.

A flurry of activity at both baskets, rubber sol ed shoes
screech on the floor as they run drills.

Coach Jeff blasts the

whistle and calls tine out.



COACH JEFF
Okay guys, everybody take ten, then
get ready for relays! Maples!
Come talk to nme once.

d enn trots over to the bench as the coach takes a seat.

GLENN
What ' s up?

COACH JEFF
You know who was at the gane the
ot her night?

d enn shakes hi s head.

COACH JEFF
Scouts. Recruiters fromtwo state
coll eges. These guys were both at
the last two ganes and they're
wat chi ng sonebody on this team
I"d bet that sonebody is you.

GLENN
Real | y?
COACH JEFF
Has anyone contacted you yet?
GLENN
No.
COACH JEFF
You keep scoring thirty points a
game and they will. But when they

do you need to be ready.

GLENN
Ready? How?

COACH JEFF
Ready to answer their questions
when they ask about that suicide
not e.

d enn shakes hi s head.

GLENN
Ch, cone on. You too?

COACH JEFF
Mapl es. Listen. That shit doesn't
matter to mne.

( MORE)

70.
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COACH JEFF(cont ' d)

I"mjust letting you know. Wen
the tinme cones - be prepared.

Don’t go cocking your head sideways
and getting bitchy with the
attitude like you are right now.
You can’t react that way. Okay?

GLENN
kay.

COACH JEFF
kay. Just be cool .

GLENN
I don’t even understand why anybody
woul d need to ask me about that.

COACH JEFF
Col | eges want to nmake sure they're
not bringing in any bad infl uences.

GLENN
I"mnot a bad influence.

COACH JEFF
G enn - right there, see what
you’' re doing? That’'s the kind of
shit I'’mtal king about. They're
going to say things |like that and
you need to be prepared. That’s

all 1" m saying.
GLENN
Okay. | know. You're right.
Sorry. I'’mworking on it.
COACH JEFF
Good. You keep your nose clean and
you' || get a schol arship, trust ne.

| NT. MAPLES MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHI P - DAY
Cal sits and tunbles a pencil in his hand.
Patty-Joyce wal ks right past him

CAL
Patty-Joyce

She goes into the adjacent office and turns on the |ight.

Cal painfully stunbles to his feet.
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CAL
Patty-Joyce. W need to talk.

She sticks her head in and di sappears again.

PATTY- JOYCE
So tal k.

He stands and goes to the other office door.
Patty-Joyce funbles through a file cabinet.

CAL
PJI' What happened to the noney?

PATTY- JOYCE
| don’t want to tal k about it.

CAL
You don’t want to tal k about it?
What did you do with $80, 000?

PATTY- JOYCE
Not hi ng.

CAL
Not hi ng? No. Nothing is not an
answer. You took all the noney out
of the business account. There’s

nothing left. | can’'t make payrol
t onor r ow.

PATTY- JOYCE
Sorry.

CAL

Sorry? Sweetheart - the bul k of
our whole life savings is m ssing.
What’ s goi ng on?

PATTY- JOYCE
| can’t tal k about it.

CAL
Wiy?  What happened? Wat’s so
bad that you can't talk to ne?

PATTY- JOYCE
About what? Dialysis? Oh wait!
No, that’s off limts! W can't
tell anybody about that!

She gets | ouder.



Dewey and Beverly | ook over from across the show oom

CAL
PJ!
PATTY- JOYCE
Oh, sorry. Can't talk about your
i npendi ng death! | forgot.
CAL
Don’t change the subject. | just
don’t need that right now | don't
want to think about that, okay?
PATTY- JOYCE
Okay! Don’t think. Just - do what
you do.
CAL

VWhat does that nean?

PATTY- JOYCE
Just keep doing nothing. That’'s
what’ s going to help, isnt it?
Just ignore the problemand it’I|
go away. Oh, and don't tell
anybody, especially d enn, whatever
you do. Don’t tell your son

Patty-Joyce pushes past Cal

He stops her.
CAL
PJ! Stop. Were is all our noney?
PATTY- JOYCE
| took it.
CAL

I know you took it. Were did you
take it to?

PATTY- JOYCE
Are you going to tell denn?

CAL
Genn? | don't know. Wiy? Tell
G enn what ?

PATTY- JOYCE
About your kidneys, your dialysis.
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CAL
Stop changi ng the subject and tel
me what you did with $80, 000 of our
noney!

She rips away from him

Cal

CAL
Where are you goi ng?

PATTY- JOYCE
I’mnmoving out. | need to go.

can’t live this way any nore. And
it doesn’t matter what you tel

G enn. You can’t have his Kkidney.
He can’t save you. And | can't
wat ch you die.

CAL
So you're just going to go? Leave?
And take all the noney and - and -
just leave? Just go? Just like
that? No expl anation?

PATTY- JOYCE
| am explaining. Listen. Listen
carefully. | have to go now |

have to tell you something too.
This is going to sound weird, but
@ enn is not your son.

st unbl es.

PATTY- JOYCE
He never was. | should have said
sonet hi ng, but - goodbye Cal.

CAL
Wait! Wat - Who are you all of a
sudden? What are you sayi ng?

PATTY- JOYCE
I"’mleaving now And . . . I'm
sorry.

She wal ks out of the office and hastens past Dewey.

DEVEY
Sweet heart? You okay?

She runs out the door.



Cal, speechless, |ooks toward the w ndow and wat ches
hel pl essly as she clinbs on her bike.

A duffel bag tied on back.

She rides away and doesn’t | ook back.
Dewey waves lightly to Beverly to be cool
Beverly steps off.

Dewey |l eans into Cal’s office.

DEVEY
Hey chief, you okay?

Cal can’t speak.

DEVEY
What ever’s going on, it’Il work
out. Wonen get screwy, you know
that. So don’t worry about it.

kay? Ckay?
CAL
(devast at ed, confused)
kay.
DEVEY
Atta boy. | sure raised a wild one

with her, and you' re the |ucky chum
who gets to ask the ultinmate

guesti on.

CAL
What ultinmate question?

DEVEY
The one we all ask when the wife
wal ks out - What the hell is she
t hi nki ng?

CAL
That’ s exactly what |’ mthinking
alright.

Dewey gives Cal a w nk.

DEVEY
It’1l work out.

CAL
Dewey, what is she up to?
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DEVEY
Bei ng a woman, | guess.

CAL
No - Dew she took eighty grand out
of the bank and spent it.

DEVEY
On what ?

CAL
You got me. If I wasn't in
t remendous physical pain right now,
I"d chase her down and find out.
Do you know anyt hing about it?

DEVEY
No.

CAL
Dewey, we got real problens now
Real serious fucking probl ens.

I NT. DOCTOR M LLERS OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

A den crowded with books strewn about and clunsily stacked
records has only two m smatched chairs opposite one another.
Dr. Mller and Aenn sit face to face.

GLENN
It’s like I"ve got a knot in ny
forehead. Right here. Like a golf
ball or a D-cell battery. There's
no other way to describe it. Just
a lump of pain. It’'s annoying nore
t han anything else. 1 took that
headache nedicine. Guess it went
away for a while. But it doesn’t
st op.

DR M LLER
You' re describing a m graine.

GLENN
Okay. How do | stop it?

DR M LLER
Can’t. They have to | eave your
body. 1t’ll go when it’s done.
That’s the way it works - if it’s a
m gr ai ne.
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GLENN
What else could it be? A brain
t unor .
DR M LLER
(chuckl es)
G enn, |'’msure you don't have a

brain tunor. You' re just stressed.
Look at what’s going on around you.
Your best friend commtted suicide.
Your girlfriend nmet sonebody el se.
Now, how does d enn nove on?
What’ s in your future? Wat do you
want from your future? Focus on

t hat .

GLENN
The only time | can really focus is
out on the court.

| NSERT: BASKETBALL GAME

Slow nmotion. @ enn commands the court. He noves past the
opposi ng team passing the ball and retrieving it with ease
and grace. Revelers in the crowded auditorium stand and
cheer silently. denn slips past the defense and junps up to
score a basket.

GLENN (V. Q)
Wen I"'mthere - it’s all about the
ball. Just take it to the hole and

that’s it. Nothing else matters.
The ot her players, getting past
them picking up a pass, | know
what to do. Even with a hundred
peopl e around, | can’'t even hear
anything. Like |I’mdeaf. The bal
is like an extension of ny body.
And it’s ne and the ball and the
basket and not hi ng el se.

As the ball slips through the basket and his feet |land on the
floor, now audi ble, the crowd screans exuberantly.

G enn leans forward to engage Dr. Ml ler.

GLENN
But then, everywhere else - | just
don’t know what to do. There’'s no
pl an. Not hing makes any God dammed
sense. | nean what do you do next?
What am | supposed to do when |’ m
not playing basketbal | ?
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DR. M LLER
What do you want to do?

G_LENN
| don't know. | want to know how
the world works. How am | supposed
to know what to do next? | nean,

you go to school, graduate, or
somet hi ng. How do you deci de what
to do when you don’t know what you
want to do? Did Daryll have it
right? | nmean, is it all just

poi ntl ess? Because everybody dies
anyway. How do you decide to junp
off acliff? How did he do that?
| wouldn’t junp off a ten foot
wall, nyself. | know he said he
didn't want to get picked on and
all that. And that was ny fault.
And maybe, if | was nicer - before -
he woul dn’t have. If | was just

ni cer.

DR M LLER
You told ne you don’'t believe he
really wote that letter. Have you
changed your m nd?

GLENN
No. He didn't wite that letter.
| don't think he did. But it did
sound |i ke sonething he woul d have
sai d.

DR M LLER
Who knows Daryll as well as you do?
Who coul d take his deepest thoughts
and put them on paper so that
peopl e woul d believe Daryll wote
it? You really believe sonebody
el se would take the tine to wite a
fake suicide note?

GLENN
Yes.

DR. M LLER
That's curious. Wo would do such
aterrible thing? And why?
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EXT. WATERFALL PARKI NG LOT - AFTERNOON

Ti m Horvath stands on the edge of the cliff.

He unfol ds a newspaper from his pocket and sits down to read.
| NSERT: NEWSPAPER

HEADLI NE
PCLI CE RELEASE SUI CI DE NOTE

TEXT

told how he was repeatedly
beat en by the classmate and
lifelong friend, saying “So don’t
be surprised when | do it. | j ust
don't want to live any nore. |If ny
best friend doesn’'t even |ike ne,
why woul d anybody el se |ike me? |
know that the world doesn’t need
me. There is no real point in
bei ng alive because everybody dies
anyway. ”

I nside the car, parked behind him Katie watches him She
unl at ches the door and steps out. She wal ks up beside Tim

KATI E
Wy do you keep com ng back here?

TI M HORVATH
Because | can’t believe it. You
saw him junp?

KATI E
No. W weren't |ooking this way.
Sonebody el se saw him they
screaned. W all cane over here
and | ooked down. You coul dn't see
him |t was too dark.

TI M HORVATH
So what now?

KATI E
VWhat - what now?

TI M HORVATH
Doesn’t look like Gennis going to
get into any trouble. Kind of
makes the note insignificant now,
doesn’t it?



KATI E
No. It proves to the world what
ki nd of a person d enn Mpl es
really is. He's a bully, and now
everybody knows it.

TI M HORVATH
So what kind of people are we?

KATI E
The ki nd who expose people like
him Don't worry. Nobody's ever
going to find out we wote it.

TI M HORVATH
Can’t believe | did that to ny
cousi n.

KATI E

You didn’t do anything to him He
didit to hinself. Just don't talk
about it. Okay?

Timstares blankly into the canyon.

KATI E

Ckay?
TI M HORVATH

Ckay. | won't say anything.
KATI E

You better not. Not ever.

I NT. MAPLES HOME - EVEN NG
Cal sits and stares blankly at the TV news.
A enn pops through the front door and glides past the TV.

GLENN
Hey, Dad.

CAL
Hi .
d enn reaches the kitchen and turns back
GLENN

Where’'s Mon? |s she bringing hone
take out or something? It’'s late.
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CAL
Sit down with nme here, d enn

d enn sits down on the stool across from Cal

GLENN
What’ s goi ng on?

CAL
I just want to | ook at you for a
second.
Cal stares at A enn. He studies his face, eyes,
Cal | ooks Iike he has a terrible headache.

GLENN
Sonet hi ng wr ong?

Cal sighs and stares at d enn

CAL
| don’t know if wong is the right
wor d now.

GLENN

VWhere’s Monf

CAL
(breaks down, cries)
She left! She went away. She said
she doesn’t want to be here

anynor e.
GLENN
Momleft? Were? Were did she
go?
CAL

She didn't tell ne. She said she
had to go, she needed a change.

She left me all alone! She just
left. 1t doesn’'t make sense! She
said she was finished with ne.

Like it was just over. She told ne
at the shop. She already had a bag
packed. She just went!

GLENN
Wher el

CAL
I don’t know. | really don’t know.

t eet h.
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GLENN
She probably went to Aunt Betty’s.
She did that before, right? Here,
let ne call her. \What’s her
nunber ?

G enn reaches for the phone directory.
Cal snatches the book out of his hand and shouts.
CAL
Don’t you get it, Genn. She left
us! US! She left us.
INT. NICKIE S HOUSE - EVEN NG
Patty-Joyce stands inside the front door with her duffel bag.
NI CKI E
What the fuck? Just ready to
conplicate the shit out of our
lives aren’t you? Well, you're
here, so . . . pick a drawer.
INT. NICKIE S HOUSE - AFTERNOON
Patty-Joyce and Nickie curl up together in bed.

Ni ckie lights a joint and passes it to Patty-Joyce and she
tokes it.

They hear a thud outside the door.

NI CKI E
Ti n®?

TI M HORVATH (Q. C.)
Yeah?

NI CKI E
Where you goi ng?

TI M HORVATH (O. C.)
Qut .

NI CKI E
kay.

They hear a door slam

Patty-Joyce passes the joint back to Nickie.
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EXT. NICKIE S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

Ti m sl ogs down the steps as A enn rides up on his bike.
G enn revs the throttle once.

INT. NICKIE S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

Ni ckie’s eyes widen and he bolts up. He listens to the
engine flutter to a halt.

NI CKI E
d enn’s here.

EXT. NICKIE S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS
Ti m saddl es his bike as denn dismounts his.
TI M HORVATH
Time to go kick the shit out of the
Must angs.
Timstarts his bike with a key and roars off.
G enn glances forlornly at his kick start.
GLENN
(to self)
Good tal king with you.
INT. NICKIE S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

@ enn steps through the door to find Nickie in the front room
to greet him

NI CKI E
H denn. [I'mgetting a beer.
Want one?
Ni ckie turns away to the kitchen.

GLENN
No t hanks.

A few steps later, Nickie returns with a beer in hand.

@ enn | ooks around the mess of bike parts and trash that
adorn the hone.



84.

NI CKI E
What brings you here?
GLENN
Came to see Tim
NI CKI E
You just m ssed him
GLENN
I know. You heard fromny Mn?
NI CKI E
Your Mon? She’s here.

Joyce!

Patty-

Patty-Joyce steps around the corner.

GLENN
Mon? \What are you doi

PATTY- JOYCE
Just hangi ng out.

GLENN

ng here?

Wul dn’t you rat her be hone?

PATTY- JOYCE

Not today. What are you doing

here, anyway?

GLENN

| cane to see Tim Dad says you

noved out.

Ni ckie sits down at the table.

He sips his beer and hands

one to Patty-Joyce. She waves it away.

PATTY- JOYCE

No. We had a little fight. 1It’s
nothing. He's blowng it all out

of proportion.

GLENN

Wiere did you stay |ast night?
PATTY- JOYCE

Here. 1’11 be hone tonight. |

j ust needed sone tine
time out, so to speak.

GLENN
Ti me out?

alone. A
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PATTY- JOYCE
Yes. Sonmetinmes people just need a
time out.
GLENN
So you' || be hone tonight?
PATTY- JOYCE
| said | will, why - do you not
believe it?
GLENN
| believe it.
PATTY- JOYCE
So I'Il see you tonight.
GLENN
Are you going to cone to the gane?
PATTY- JOYCE
Toni ght ?
GLENN
Two hours. It’s finals. W play
t he Mustangs. Division gane.
PATTY- JOYCE
Vell, I'll be there.
GLENN
Real | y?
PATTY- JOYCE
G enn, what’'s with you? Wy so
doubt ful ?

Patty-Joyce takes N ckie s second beer away and chugs it.

GLENN
So you' I | be there?

PATTY- JOYCE
| said | would and | will.

NI CKI E
How s that scooter treating you?

GLENN
It’'s far out. Great bike.

NI CKI E
Don’t nmake them like that anynore.
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PATTY- JOYCE
Is there sonething you need @ enn?

GLENN
What’ s that supposed to nean?

PATTY- JOYCE
I just wondered if there was
somet hi ng you needed.

A enn shakes his head and steps back to the door

GLENN
| just need sonething normal. |
need you to see ne play. | need
you to be honme. | need Dad to stop

crying.

NI CKI E
Your Dad - he’s a good guy.
Sensitive, you know. That nust be
where you get it from Caring what
ot her people think. Doing it your
way - |ike when you wouldn’t drink
t hat el k bl ood.

G_LENN
See what | nean about normal ? Wat
the fuck is wong with you peopl e?

@ enn slanms the door open and bounces down the stairs.

NI CKI E
You know you’ re supposed to drink
t he bl ood.

Patty-Joyce and Nickie listen to his bike start in a single
ki ck and the drone of the tail pi pe as he zips away.

PATTY- JOYCE
Fuck. | am so fucking high

NI CKI E
(sings)

| would not feel so all alone -
everybody nust get stoned.

I NT. H GH SCHOCOL ARENA - NI GHT

The Ti nberwol ves pl ay basket bal |
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G enn, fromthe mddle of the court, spots Patty-Joyce on the
si del i nes.

A break in the action.

He goes to her and hugs her.

PATTY- JOYCE
d enn.

GLENN
It’s about tine. Ganes al npst
over.

COACH JEFF (O C.)
Mapl es!

GLENN
Second coach! Mom can you just
sit down and wait until the end of
t he ganme? W got ten m nutes.

COACH JEFF (O C.)
Mapl es! Let’s rock and roll!

GLENN
Mom | have to go. Just wait for
me. Ten m nutes.

The whistle blows. The teans dash into formation for the
bal I tip.

G enn scans the cromd to see Patty-Joyce wal k out of the
ar ena.

The Announcer’s keen eye fixed on the gane.

ANNOUNCER
Ti mberwol ves take control and nove
across the half court |ine.

The Ti mberwol ves furiously block and defend their territory.
The Announcer details the action on court.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
Fl ynn fendi ng off Donenech, he
passes to Maples. Maples dribbles
the ball up court with only six and
a half mnutes remaining on the
cl ock. The Mustangs are playing
t ough defense, |eaving no opening
for Mapl es.

( MORE)
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ANNOUNCER( cont ' d)

Looks |i ke Rader is w de open.
Mapl es is trapped, he pivots from
side to side with nowhere to go.
The Mustangs are pushing to the -
Holy Cowt  Maples just knocked
Conrad to the floor

GLENN
Back of f!

Lanky CONRAD, 16, w pes his nmouth and | ooks up at d enn

CONRAD
What ' s your fucking probl em man?

G enn balls his fist and connects with Conrad’s jaw. Conrad
drops to his knees and G enn pulls Conrad by his jersey into
t he punches. The Ti nberwolves rush to pull G enn off CONRAD

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
The whistle blows and we have a
serious tine out. It |looks like
Mapl es caught himw th an el bow but
I"’mnot so sure it |ooked like an
accident. This is not going to be
good for the Tinberwolves. denn
Maples is - Holy Coww He punched
Conrad again. What a ness! He's
pumel | ing the boy. What a ness!
This is going to cost the
Ti mber wol ves sone free throws.

Coach Jeff drops his clipboard and dives onto the court.

COACH JEFF
Mapl es!  Over here! Now

Coach Jeff gets in Genn’s face and scol ds him

Must ang teanmmat es and coaches surround Conrad, now out col d.
@ enn scans the crowd. Patty-Joyce is gone.

He hears only his heartbeat unaware of Coach Jeff’s verba
repri mand.

EXT. PCLICE STATION - N GHT

Cal and @ enn step outside and shuffle to the car a few feet
away. denn wal ks a few paces before Cal

Cal noves stiffly. He hands the keys to d enn.



Cal goes to the passenger door and starts inside.

CAL
Genn. Wait up son. | can't nove
that fast. Here. Drive ne.

89.

@ enn sees himstruggle and dashes around the car to help

hi m

Cal takes his armas |leverage and settles into the seat.

A enn cl oses the door and hops around the other side to

drive.

GLENN
Dad! Here.

CAL
Thank you.

GLENN
Thanks for coming to get ne.
Sorry.

CAL
It’s alright.

GLENN
You're not nmd?

CAL
Life’s too short to get mad, d enn
Just not worth it. You' re young.
You’ ve got a tenper. Soneday,
you' Il figure it out. And if you
do it before you wind up in a
prison cell for the rest of your
life, youll be glad you did. [I'm
not going to |l ecture you. You know
why you got arrested?

GLENN
‘Cause | punched a guy.

CAL
So don’t do that anynore. That's
the only | esson you can really
learn fromall this isn't it? So,
anyway, how was the gane?

d enn starts the car and drives.



GLENN
W won. Now we play for the State
Title. If I'"mstill on the team
CAL

That’s great! You're going to play
for the State Chanpionship. That's
big! Sorry I couldn’t go. M
back.

GLENN
Mom was t here.

CAL
Di d she say anything?

GLENN
No. She only stuck around for a
second and then she was gone. She
said she would conme hone tonight.

CAL
She di d?

GLENN
Oh, yeah. Saw her at Tim and
Ni ckie’s. She stayed there | ast
ni ght.

CAL
Ch, thank God. That's a | oad off.
| wondered where she was. Can’t
get in any trouble staying at her
br ot her s.

GLENN
Wi ch piece of the puzzle is
m ssing here? Wat is it |’ mnot
seei ng?

G enn glares at Cal.

CAL
What do you nmean?

GLENN
You' re hiding sonmething. | know
somet hing’s going on, Dad. | want

you to be serious with ne for a
m nut e.

90.
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CAL
Listen to you. M. G own-Up.
Fresh out of the pokey and you're
ready to be serious. GCkay - shoot.

GLENN
I don’t know what you guys think
don’t need to know, but . . . |
need to know.

Cal smiles a silly grin at a loss for words.

GLENN
You know what you' re doing to ne?
You're freaking me out. It’s
crazy, man! | don’t even know why
I’mhere. | just won a mmjor
pl ayoff gane and | ended up in
jail. 1 scored 40 points! |
shoul d be out at the falls. But
then Daryl|l goes and junps off the
edge so we can’'t do that anynore.
And now that’s supposed to be ny
fault. 1 don’t get it! | just
don’t get it. Nothing nakes sense.
You - Mon? Katie? Tim M own
cousin won’t talk to nme. | nean .
. . shit. | need to know what’s
going on here. Wy is it that al
of a sudden | feel |ike an orphan?

CAL
I don’t know pal. | guess that's
what grow ng up and becom ng a man
is all about.

They arrive at

EXT. MAPLES HOVE - CONTI NUQUS

G enn wheels the car into the driveway. The lights blink off
and G enn skips around to help Cal out of the car. Cal
stands on his own.

CAL
I’mgood. | can wal k.

@ enn backs off and opens the front door for him
GLENN

Hey, Dad? You mind if | take the
car right now?



CAL
Where you going to go?
GLENN
Take a drive. Be al one.
CAL
Yeah, that’'s fine. No drinking?
No fights?
GLENN
No, sir.
CAL

Every tinme | hear you say “sir”
like that I know you' re serious -
so, go ahead. Be careful

I NT. CAROLI NE'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

A knock at the door. VICKI, 20, tall, thin, brunette,

sandwi ch in nmouth, answers the door to a startled d enn

eats the entire scene.

VI CKI
Hello. Can | help you?
GLENN
Is Caroline here? |’mher brother.
VI CKI
Oh, hi! Come in. | know you from
your picture. |I'mVicki.

A Maples famly photo sits on a counter.
GLENN
Hi .

VI CKI
Caroline will be back any mnute.
She just went to the store. You
want a sandw ch?

The smal |l apartnment ushers theminto the kitchen.

GLENN
No, Thanks.

VI CKI
How about a beer?
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GLENN
Sure. Wait - no. No, that’s
alright.
VI CKI
You sure?
GLENN
It’s cool.
VI CKI
Is it because you' re an athlete?
GLENN
No, | just don’t want a beer.
VI CKI
Pop?
GLENN
Sure.

She opens a Coke for him

VI CKI
You going to get a basket bal
schol arship? | heard you' re a good
pl ayer.

GLENN
I kind of doubt that. | got
suspended.

VI CKI

Suspended for what?

GLENN

Punching a guy. He got in the way.
| got pissed. Stupid. So | have
to sit out the next game. Which
sucks because | still have to be
there in uniformand on the bench
but then | don’t get to play, so
it’s a waste of tine for me to just

be there.

VI CKI
What happened to the guy you
punched?

GLENN

Not hing. He’s not in trouble.
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VI CKI
No, | nean what happened to him
like did he get hurt?

GLENN
Well, at first, he |landed on his
ass. Then, | don’t know why, |
junped him | just pounded the
shit out of him For just a split

second - | think | could have
killed him M ght have broke his
nose.

@ enn chugs his Coke.

VI CKI
Real Iy think you would have kil l ed
hin? | nean, | know you said that

just now, it just canme out, but do
you really nean that?

GLENN
Wiy woul d you ask me that?

She taps a psychol ogy text book that sits on the counter
bet ween t hem

VI CKI
It’s interesting. Wre you serious
just now, when you said that?

A |l ong nonent passes before d enn answers.

GLENN

I think so. Yeah. Definitely. I
just wanted to kill him Right
there in front of a stadiumfull of
people. |1 don’t think I would have
stopped if they didn’t pull ne off.
Didn’t even matter who he was. Now
| don’t even know why | did it.

VI CKI
That’s fascinating. Seriously, it
is. I'mfar out into this. It

really didn't matter who he was?

GLENN
Who are you?

94.
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VI CKI
Vicki. I'ma friend of Caroline’s.
I’ m studyi ng people who kill
Especially the mass shooters.

GLENN
What’'s a mass shooter?

VI CKI
They kill w thout regard for what
they' re shooting at, like if people

were just bottles on a fence post,
and they're firing a BB gun. One

day, they just snap. |It’s amazing.
GLENN

Snap? How?
VI CKI

Nobody knows for sure. There was
that guy, the janitor at Cal State.
Shot ni ne people, killed seven.

GLENN
Wy ?

VI CKI
No clue. Killed hinself |ast.
Shot his wife and his nother and
t hen brought the gun to school.
The guy in Austin had a brain
tunmor. Did you hear about that?

GLENN
No.

VI CKI
That was at the University of
Texas. He killed fourteen people.
Oh, he also killed his nother and
his wife first. Crazy shit, huh?
So, you hunt?

A enn appears puzzl ed.

GLENN
Huh?

Caroline pops open the door and arrives with a small bag of
groceri es.
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CAROLI NE
I thought | saw our car out there.
What ' s up?
GLENN
Do you know where Mom i s?
EXT. THE DCOLLS DEN - CONTI NUQUS

A flashing light advertises topless dancers.

I NT. THE DOLL’ S DEN - MOMENTS LATER
Patty-Joyce dances bare-breasted on the brass pole.

Men stuff dollars into her g-string.

I NT. MAPLES HOMVE - MORNI NG

G enn stands at the refrigerator and pours juice. He hears
Cal in the distance.

GLENN
Dad, you want coffee?

He hears a thunp and a thud in the other room

GLENN
Dad?

Cal lies on the floor at the bottomof the stairs and
struggles to rise.

denn rushes to lift him

GLENN
Did you fall down the stairs?
CAL
Just the last couple. [|’'mokay. I

just got the wi nd knocked out of
me, that’s all

GLENN
Sit down.

CAL
Aaaah! M back, ny back!
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GLENN
Here, just sit!

G enn rushes in and back out of the kitchen and brings juice.

GLENN
Drink this.

Cal sets the juice aside and w nces.

CAL
I don’t know what 1’'d do wi thout
you, Genn. Bring ne the phone,
will you pal?

G enn retrieves the phone and pulls the cord through the
room

CAL
| need to call Bev and Dewey. |
can’t work today.

GLENN
Dad, have you thought about seeing
anot her chiropractor? | mean, this

guy i s not nmaking you better. You
go there every norning and you just
seemto get worse. Did they give
you any pain pills?

CAL
G enn, just don't worry about that
okay? Just go to school.

GLENN
School can wait. You need ne to
drive you? They' |l understand if

I"mlate, driving you to a doctor.

Cal struggles to stand and staggers across the room

CAL
No. It’'s cool. [It’'s - groovy,
man? Isn't that the hip way to
tal k, now?

GLENN

Yeah. G oovy.

CAL
I"mfine.
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kay. You want ne to nmake you
cof fee?

CAL

Just go to school.

EXT. CTY STREETS - MORN NG

A enn on his bike sees Patty-Joyce on her bike pul
front of himfromthe left.

He races up to her.
GLENN
Momi  Pull over! Stop! Are you
going to talk to ne, or what?
She | ooks anxi ous, but stops.
She nods to the coffee shop across the street.

PATTY- JOYCE
Go for a donut?

Genn rolls across the street, Patty-Joyce foll ows.

I NT. COFFEE SHOP - MOMENTS LATER
They sit in a booth.

GLENN
You said you' d conme hone a week
ago. Wiy didn't you? Were have
you been? | need to know. | need
to know right now.

PATTY- JOYCE
That’ s conpl i cat ed.
GLENN
Confuse ne.
PATTY- JOYCE
It’s not you G enn. Honey,
swear. Don't think that. It’s

just irreconcilable differences.

W just haven't been getting al ong.
You know? Kind of |ike how you
broke up with Kati e.

out
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GLENN
Don’t give ne that. Katie's a
juvenil e delinquent who can’t
handl e a guy who’s got his shit

t oget her.

PATTY- JOYCE
And that’s you? You' re skipping
school

GLENN

Ri ght now, yeah, because | had to
chase down ny Mot her, the ghost-
rider. How are you supporting
your sel f?

PATTY- JOYCE
Don’t you ask ne questions about
what | do. That’s none of your
busi ness.

GLENN
None of ny business? |’'myour son!
You feed ne every day for seventeen
years and then you just vani sh?
What the hell, Mnf None of ny
busi ness?

PATTY- JOYCE
No!

GLENN
It damm well is nmy goddamed
business! If I’mnot supposed to
see you again, | want to know why.

Cafe custonmers turn to | ook.

WAI TRESS
Is there a problem over here?
PATTY- JOYCE
No problem Keep your voice down,
honey.
GLENN

Are you a fucking robot fromthe
Twi light Zone? 1Is this the way
it’s going to be now? | get old,
you get weird and Dad goes into
convul si ons?
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PATTY- JOYCE
He had convul si ons?
GLENN
No! He's in pain. H's back hurts.
PATTY- JOYCE
Did he tell you why?
GLENN
A bad back is a bad back. Right?
PATTY- JOYCE
Ask himif he went to see a
speci al i st.
GLENN

Did he? 1Is that what this is
about? What’'s the problemw th his

back?

PATTY- JOYCE
I think you need to hear it from
hi m

EXT. CORNER OF D STREET - N GHT

Rader and G enn sit in Rader’s car and spy on the
nei ghbor hood.

G enn has binocul ars he | ooks through periodically.

RADER
Can | ask you sonething? What's
that |ike? That therapy?

GLENN
Just a lot of questions. Mre
guestions you ask, nore questions
you get. Then you just see things
. alittle different. That’s
all.

RADER
Renmenber how we used to kill rats?
Qut there in the hay?
FLASHBACK - HAY FI ELDS - SUNNY DAY

Two boys sil houetted agai nst the sun bash at the ground with
huge cl ubs.
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YOUNG GLENN screans.
Hs lips read “DIE! D E!”

RADER (V. Q.)
You killed so many. Bashing them
with that stick. So nmuch bl ood
they stuck to it. You used to yell
at ‘em“Die!” That was crazy.
Weird that we did that. Sonetines
| think God is going to get us for
that. You ever tal k about that?

EXT. CORNER OF D STREET - CONTI NUOUS

d enn shouts back to silence Rader

GLENN
No.

RADER
Sorry.

GLENN

Thanks for doing this. She' d spot
me a mle away on ny bike.

RADER
Not a problem But what’'s the dea
now? We're going to follow your
ol d | ady sonmewhere?

GLENN
Ri ght .

RADER
Wer e?

GLENN
Wer ever she goes.

RADER
How do you know we’re going to see
her ?

GLENN
| don’t.

RADER

So if we don't, then what?



GLENN
Then we don’t.

Rader sees sonebody down the street.

RADER
Is that her?

102.

Two bl ocks away a notorcycle noves out of a driveway and

heads toward them
A enn squints through the binocul ars.
GLENN

Damm, you’ ve got good eyes. Maybe.
Start the car.

They wait and wat ch.

GLENN
If she turns, just go.

RADER
She’ s coming this way.

GLENN
Get down.

They duck as the bi ke goes by.
GLENN
Go!

EXT. CITY STREETS - CONTI NUOUS

Rader backs up into a driveway and turns around.

at a di stance.

GLENN
Don't |l ose her. She drives fast.

They follow the bike for a few m nutes.

The bike rolls in to The Doll’s Den parking |ot.

Rader watches and tracks the rider’s novenents.

GLENN
Where did she go?

RADER
Behind the building. |’ m watching.

He foll ows
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They drive around the back of the building and see a bike
par ked t here.

Rader drives up to Patty-Joyce’s notorcycle and stops.

d enn broods.

RADER
This is a titty bar.
GLENN
No shit.
RADER

Is that her bike?

GLENN
Fuck! Drive man. Just go.

Rader pulls away and they drive. d enn pounds the dashboard
with his fist.

RADER
Mapl es!

Pounds t he dashboard.

GLENN
Dammi t! Fuck! Son of a bitch!

RADER
Mapl es!  Mel | ow out!

Rader pulls the car over. denn seethes with contenpt.
GLENN
If you tell anyone! | wll beat
your ass fucking bl oody!
Rader points at him

RADER
Mel | ow out, man.

G enn lunges and Rader efficiently subdues him Rader tw sts
his arms into a knot.

GLENN
Mot her f ucker!
RADER
Mapl es! | ama fucking red belt!

You know what that neans?
( MORE)
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RADER( cont ' d)
It means | can whip your ass from
here to eight ways to Sunday. So
chill the fuck out.
Rader waits for Aenn to relax his arns and rel eases him

GLENN
Sorry.

RADER
Tel | your therapist.
I NT. MAPLES HOMVE - NI GHT

Cal nmoves slowy, painfully across the kitchen and nakes a
cup of tea.

He | ooks at a prescription bottle and reads the | abel that
says “Take Wth Food”.

He opens the cabinet and sees potato chi ps and soup.
Opens the refrigerator.
Nearly enpty.

When he closes it he sees a photo, pinned by a magnet, of
hi nsel f, Patty-Joyce and denn smling and happy.

In the photo, Genn is twelve years old and stands beside a
dirt bi ke holding a hel net.

FLASHBACK

Cal remenbers that day.

Cal and @enn (12) sit on their bikes, helnmets on, side by
si de.

They | ook at an open farm road.
CAL
You have to remenber to sweep the
road.
They ride in side by side formation.
They st op.

Cal kicks a rock off the road.
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CAL (V.0)

Al ways sweep the road. You drive
for a mle or two, nice and sl ow.
Look for debris. Anything big,
rocks, stuff like that. Kick it
out of the way. Make sure your
road is a clean slate. Go back to
your start line and then you open
it up.

They race at hi gher speeds.

A speedoneter registers between 50 - 60 MPH.

@ enn smiles.

Cal sm | es back.

I NT. MAPLES HOVE - N GHT

Cal smles again and kisses the photo.

EXT. BILLS HAMBURGER STAND - LATER
A line at the take-out wi ndow. Carhops run food.

G enn and Rader sit on a picnic bench near the Iine. They
eat burgers and fries.

Katie hops in the back of the line with G eg.

Rader makes eye contact with Katie, then watches 3 enn’s
vacant reaction.

Katie and Greg notice Genn at the sane tine.

Katie gets touchy with Greg and hangs on to him then reaches
up to kiss him She stops and puts on a show.

KATI E
Oh. Hello, Aenn. | didn't see
you there.

G enn and Rader sit calmy on the bench, food in hand.

A enn responds | oud enough for everyone to hear, since they
are only 10 feet apart.

GLENN
Yes, you did.
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GREG
Good gane the other night. Except
for the fight.

The crowd in line turns to |isten.

GLENN
Am | supposed to respond to that?
Is there sonething you want? O do
you just want me to notice that
Kati e’ s got her hand on your cock?
It mght surprise you, but | have
nore inportant concerns than who
she fucks.

People in |line gasp and turn away.
Katie | ost and confused runs off.

GREG
What’ s your problem Mples?

G enn tosses his food aside and two huge steps | ater pounds
Greg furiously against the sidewal k.

Rader junps up to aid Geg. Before he can get there G enn
kicks Geg in the face.

Rader pulls denn away and |l ocks Genn’s arminto his back to
subdue hi m

RADER
Mapl es!

Rest aurant patrons assist a bl oodi ed nosed Geg to his knees.

I NT. MAPLES HOVE - NI GHT
Cal sits stiffly in a lounge chair in front of the TV.
G enn wal ks in.

CAL
How s it goi ng?

GLENN
Are you okay?

CAL
I"'mfine. 1 just took sone of
t hose painkillers, so |I’mslow.
( MORE)
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CAL(cont' d)
I"’mjust - Hey, what did you do
t oni ght ?

@ enn’ s shoul ders tense up as he thinks about

FLASHBACK

Patty-Joyce’s notorcycle at the Doll’s Den. Kicking Geg.

I NT. MAPLES HOVE - CONTI NUQUS

G enn cal ns down before speaking.

GLENN
Had a burger.
CAL
That’ s good, cause - well, pretty

soon one of us needs to | earn how
to grocery shop.

GLENN
And cook.
G enn sits down.
CAL
I can cook. |'ma good cook. I'm

practically a chef.

GLENN
I saw Mom t oday.

CAL
You did? Wiere?

GLENN
| was driving downtown. So was
she. This tine we tal ked.

CAL
Where is she staying?

GLENN
At Uncle Nickie’s.

CAL
Still? Wy would she still be at
her brother’s? denn. 1'mglad
you're here. | - well it may be

t he drugs tal king right now, but, I
| ove you @ enn.
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GLENN
Yeah, | know. Sane here.

CAL
Di d she say what she’s doi ng?
Anything? | mean, what is her
deal ? Is she worki ng sonewhere?

GLENN
(hesitates)
| don’t know. Maybe. She told ne
to ask you about your back.

CAL
What about it?
GLENN
How did you hurt it?
CAL
Just lifting things. Pushing those
sl eds around, boy. That’ll do it.

My back wasn’t nmeant for - you know
I"’mnot |ike Rocky or sonething,
I"mjust your average guy. You're
an athlete, I'"'mnot. But boy, you
slip one disk and you' Il now what

" mtal ki ng about .

GLENN
Do you need surgery?

CAL
Surgery? No.

GLENN
Mom sai d you need some kind of
surgery.

CAL
Well, she’s - crazy - | don’t need
surgery. No sir.

GLENN
Ckay. You want anyt hi ng?

G enn gets up and starts toward the kitchen.
CAL

Not hing | can think of. Maybe sone
crackers? Cheese crackers?



109.

I NT. MAPLES HOVE - THE NEXT DAY

G enn wal ks into the living roomto find Cal asleep in the
chair. He looks at himcuriously.

GLENN
Dad?

He shakes him by the shoul der.

GLENN

Are you alive?
Cal wakes.

CAL
Huh?

GLENN
How you feeling?

CAL
I m okay.

GLENN

kay, you want nme to make coffee?
I have to go to school in a mnute.

CAL
Coffee? No. GCh - school! Oh,
man, |'mlate again.

Cal tries to get up defeated by agoni zi ng pain.

CAL
OCoooooow  Ch-oh!

GLENN
What do you need? A pill?

CAL
"1l be alright, you just go to
school

GLENN
You sure don’t look alright. Do
you want ne to call sonebody?

CAL
No. Stop with the interrogation
al ready and go to school.

( MORE)
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CAL(cont' d)

Just bring ne the phone.

phone book.

GLENN

dial it. What

CAL

Never m nd.

phone.

GLENN
| can do it.

CAL
| said never nind!
t he phone!

GLENN
Al right, here!
G enn brings the phone and Ca

CAL
And t he phone book!

And t he

am | | ooking

Just bring ne the

Just bring ne

snatches it out of his hand.

@ enn grabs the phone book that was next to the phone and

drops it in Cal’s |ap, alnost
hand.
GLENN
Here! 1’mgoing to

d enn rushes out the door.

CAL
Have a good day!

The screen door slans and Cal
and G enn to ride away.

He | ooks up the nunber in the
clinic and dials.

CAL
Hel | o,

knocki ng the phone out of his

school

|istens for his bike to start

phone book for the dialysis

this is Calvin Maples. |

m ssed nmy appoi ntment this norning.

I know it is.

know.
there any way to do it

Wel |,
| ater?

is
What

about sonme help getting there?

don’t think |

can drive.



111.

I NT. MAPLES HOME - MOMENTS LATER
The doorbell rings. Cal sits in the chair.

CAL
Cone in! The door’s open!

A PARAMEDI C opens the door and steps hal fway in.

PARAMEDI C
M. Calvin Maples? You requested
an anbul ance?

CAL
I need to get to dialysis.

The paranmedic wal ks in followed by a SECOND PARAMEDI C

PARAMEDI C
Are you in pain?

CAL
Uh - yeah. For |ack of a better
term- yeah, I'min pain. | don't

think I can wal k.

PARANVEDI C
(to Second Paranedi c)
Get the stretcher

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY
Cal lies in bed awash in desperation.
Dr. Bel grade hovers beside him

DR. BELGRADE
Your white count is very low. You
can’t go home now. You need to
stay here.

CAL
For how | ong?

DR. BELGRADE
Until you' re well enough to | eave,
Calvin. Wy did you have an
ambul ance bring you in?

CAL
| didn’t have a ride.
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DR. BELGRADE
You coul d have called a cab.

CAL
It hurt to nove.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - LATER
Cal dials the phone.
MATCH CUT TO

I NT. MAPLES HOVE - CONTI NUQUS

The phone rings. 1In the enpty house the answering nachine
pi cks up on the fourth ring.

PATTY-JOYCE (V. Q.)
H, this is the Maples residence.
W can’t get to the phone right now
but we’d | ove to speak with you
Just | eave a nessage and we’' || cal
you right back. Bye!

CAL (V.0)
G enn? Hello. GCh, you re gone.
Hey chanp. You nust be at
practice.

MATCH CUT TO

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

CAL
| need to let you know - I'min the
hospital and it doesn’t look |ike I
can leave for a while. |’ m not

really in good shape. This isn't
the kind of thing you | eave on an
answeri ng machi ne, but

MATCH CUT TO

I NT. MAPLES HOMVE - LATER

G enn listens to the nmessage.
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CAL (V.0)
| don't really have a choice. [|I'm
pretty sick and I have things to
tell you. Things | need to tel
you in person. So if you could get
over here, |’mnot going anywhere,
I have to stay here. Indefinitely.
I"’min intensive care .

EXT. CITY STREETS - MOMENTS LATER

G enn races his notorcycle to the hospital

I NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAYS - MOVENTS LATER
A enn approaches a desk

GLENN
Which way is intensive care?

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

G enn rushes to Cal and hugs himgently.

CAL
Hey chanp.
GLENN
What did you do to your back?
CAL
I wish it was ny back. Sit down,
A enn.
GLENN
What’s with all the tubes?
CAL
I guess | needed nore fluids.
That’s saline. 1t’s just water.

And that’s norphine. It’'s . . .
dope. Check this out. ©Ch, you're
going to love this one. You ready?
I need a kidney and |’ m probably
not going to get one. Told you it
was a good one. | didn't think it
woul d be so easy to die, but it
really is. You don’t have to do
anyt hing when you die. You just

| et go.



114.

GLENN
You' re not going to die.

CAL
Not right this mnute, but, | can
tell. 1’mgonna die denn. Unless

sonebody el se dies first and | get
a kidney, then maybe. Maybe |
won't but . . . ny life was okay.
It doesn’t feel short or anything.

GLENN
You . . . you . . . how can you be
dyi ng? You' re how old? Forty-two?
You barely drink any liquor right?
You can’t be dying.

CAL
Liquor hits you in the liver. This
is kidney failure.

GLENN
Vel |, our dog had kidney failure.

CAL
And | ook at what happened to him
I have two choices. A new ki dney,
or a pine box, and it’s not a
choice | get to nake.

GLENN

Is this something I could do?
CAL

(firm

NO | can’'t have your kidney.

That woul dn’t be right.
GLENN

So it is something | could do.
CAL

No, Genn! It’s not possible.
GLENN

Way not ?
@ enn goes to Cal and holds his fist.
CAL

It’s uh, not possible. For ne to
t ake your ki dney.
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GLENN
Way not ?

CAL
Cause it wouldn't be fair. W're
not blood. You and nme. W' re not
rel at ed.

GLENN
VWhat ?

CAL
I"’msorry G enn

GLENN
Are you serious? Wo are you?
What am | ? Adopted?

CAL

No! You' re not adopted.
GLENN

Then what ?
CAL

" mapparently not your father.

GLENN
VWhat about Monf

CAL
Oh she’s definitely your Mother,
that’s for sure.

GLENN
Then who are you? | nmean, who am
| ?

CAL

d enn, don't freak out.

d enn starts for the door.

GLENN
| have to go.

CAL
Wer e?

GLENN

| need to blow of f sone steamn
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CAL
Where you going to go?

GLENN
| don’t know. Qut in the county!
Back roads or sonepl ace.
CAL
Take the road to Eden. You can
really open it up out there.
d enn!
A enn stops.

GLENN
Yeah?

CAL
Don’t forget. Sweep the road.
EXT. EDEN ROAD - MOVENTS LATER

A enn races his notorcycle over the blacktop of a country
road.

Wheat fields and farm machi nery stream past under a brilliant
sky.

The road stretches out to a horizon of snow capped peaks
before him

He guns the bi ke over 100.

The road dips and turns. He slows down for curves and zips
al ong the strai ghtaways.

When the road rises and falls he catches air. He passes a
herd of deer.

Ahead of him a deer dashes toward the road.

He sl ans on the brakes and stops on the deserted asphalt.
The deer warily crosses the road and stops before him

A fawn follows and then a second fawn.

The nother acts as a crossing guard and they all run across
and |l eap majestically over the fence.

d enn watches and smles, then rides on



117.

He catches up with a truck towi ng a three-wheel ATV and a
dead pronghorn antel ope tied in the back.

Dead eyes stare at him
He sl ows down and lets themdrive away.

A enn makes a U-turn and goes back

I NT. THE DOLLS DEN - N GHT

In the dressing roomin the back of the bar strippers prepare
for their turns on stage.

P.J. tokes a joint with CINDY and dri nks whi skey straight up.

Cl NDY
Damm, you do have a fine body. |
hope ny body is half that nice when
| get older. Not that you' re ol d!

PATTY- JOYCE
I know how old I am But thank
you.
Cl NDY
What do you do to work out?
PATTY- JOYCE
I ride ny bike.
Cl NDY
Is that it?
PATTY- JOYCE

My bike is a Harley. It works your
arms and your tits. A lot of
people don’t realize that.

A TATTOOED MAN steps into the dressing room

TATTOCED MAN
Paj ama Party - you're up in ten

PATTY- JOYCE
1”1l be there.
I NT. MAPLES HOVE - N GHT

G enn stands in the kitchen and stares at the sanme famly
photo Cal was kissing before.
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In the photo Cal, Patty-Joyce and G enn all stand together
next to their bikes. Cal and PJ have Harleys and G enn has a
dirt bike.

Cal wears a | eather biker jacket.

G enn I ooks in the alnost enpty refrigerator.

He sl ans the door so hard it bounces.

He marches through the hall and opens the cl oset.

Genn's rifle hangs on the wall beside Cal’s biker |eather.

I/E. THE DOLLS DEN - N GHT

Clad in Cal’s biker leather, denn enters the bar.

G enn scans the bar and finds her in a topless | ap dance.
Patty-Joyce pushes her bare breasts into a MAN s face.

@ enn grabs her by the wist.

GLENN
Mom let’s go hone.

Her MAN freezes.

The DEEJAY (35) long hair, sunglasses, sees this and runs to
her ai d.

PATTY- JOYCE
G enn! Wat are you doi ng here!

GLENN
Taki ng ny nother honme. Now go get
your cl ot hes.

PATTY- JOYCE
No. Let go of ne.

DEEJAY
Ckay buddy! CQutside!

GLENN
Back of f!

@ enn shoves his finger in the Deejay’s face.

The Deej ay unsuccessfully tries to grab denn’s arm and
subdue him
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G enn quickly grabs the Deejays arm and pushes himto the
ground and pins himw th his boot.

GLENN
| said back off.

@ enn pushes himaway and drags Patty-Joyce toward the door

PATTY- JOYCE
G enn? Let go of ne. Wat are you
doi ng?

GLENN

What am | doing? Wat are you
doi ng? What are you doing here?

PATTY- JOYCE
I work here.

GLENN
What are you? A fucking whore?

She slaps himin the face.

PATTY- JOYCE
I am not a whore!

GLENN
What’'s wong with you? Wat are
you doing in this place?

PATTY- JOYCE
" mworking! Now, you need to get
out of here! Just get out and go

hone.
GLENN
You need to come hone.
PATTY- JOYCE
I don’t live there anynore. Don’t
you get it?
GLENN

Dad is dying! D d you know that?
Dad is dying! M dad is dying.

d enn breaks down and she hol ds him
PATTY- JOYCE

I know it. I know. Cone over
here.
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She | eads himinto the back roomand puts up her hand to hold
of f the Deejay and a BOUNCER

I NT. THE DCOLLS DEN BACKROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Anot her DANCER hands her a veil and she waps it around her.

The other G RLS hastily spill past themout to the bar when
t hey see d enn.

PATTY- JOYCE
Genn, listentonme. | can't go
honme. | just can't. Did you find

out about the dialysis?

GLENN
You knew? Wiy didn’'t anybody tell
nme. MnP Wy?

PATTY- JOYCE
d enn, |

GLENN
He’s high on dope. He's delirious.
He says |’mnot his son.

PATTY- JOYCE
He told you that?

GLENN
Is it true?

PATTY- JOYCE
Maybe. Maybe, you' re not his son.

GLENN
Maybe I’ m not his son? Wat does
that mean? Who is ny father if
it’s not Dad?

PATTY- JOYCE
| can’t tell you that honey.
GLENN
Way not ?
PATTY- JOYCE
Because |'m. . . not sure.
GLENN

Oh, yeah. You're not a whore.
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@ enn crashes away and Patty-Joyce tears after him

EXT. THE DCOLLS DEN - CONTI NUQUS

G enn barrels out the door

He starts the bike in a single angry kick and burns away.
Patty-Joyce runs in high heels, stunbles after him

PATTY- JOYCE
G enn! Wait! Oh, baby! Please
wait! @ enn!

Patty-Joyce cries in the alley under the neon as the drone of
his bi ke fades in the distance.

O her dancers consol e her

I NT. HI GH SCHOOL ARENA
The Ti nberwol ves play the chanpi onshi p gane.

Fourteen seconds on the clock with Ti nberwol ves behind by one
poi nt .

ANNOUNCER
This is a barn burner folks, it's a
one point ganme. Al the bl ood,
sweat, and tears will pay off for
one of these two teans in the next
14 seconds. This is the best gane
I've seen all year and it's crunch
time for a state chanpionship. O
here we go!

The tip-off.

@ enn, sweaty and determ ned rushes across the court with a
| ook of hatred and devilish deneanor.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
The Eagl es in-bound the ball wth
Harshfield dribbling it past half
court, now over to Hotchkiss on the
ri ght side, the Ti nberwol ves need

to foul - But no! Young steals the
ball for the Ti mberwol ves!
I ncr edi bl e!

( MORE)
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ANNOUNCER( cont ' d)
He passes it down court to Flynn,

Flynn passes it to the left base

line to Maples, 3 seconds to go,

Mapl es takes the shot from 15 feet!
The ball hangs in the air and bounces around the rim
A enn hears only his heartbeat and the ball on the rim

A silent gasp of anticipation and the ball falls away w t hout
maki ng t he basket.

ANNOUNCER
No good!

The buzzer blares and stings the Ti nberwol ves.
The Eagles team and fans rush the court triunphantly.
ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
The Malta Eagles hold on for an
incredible 85 - 84 win to claimthe
4A St ate Boys basket bal
chanpi onshi p!  Wat a ball gane
fol ks! Incredible!

G enn Mapl es, Rader, Flynn, Coach Jeff and the rest of the
t eam are devast at ed.

d enn stares at the basket.

EXT. OPEN ROAD - MORNI NG
G enn’s notorcycle roars at top speed.

He zi ps past farms and buttes.

EXT. GAS STATION - LATER
G enn wheel s up to the punp.
Ti m Horvat h appears.

GLENN
Tin? You work here?

TI' M HORVATH
Yeah. Regul ar?

GLENN
Yeah.
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d enn clinbs off the bike.

Ti munscrews the gas cap and punps.

TI M HORVATH
I got sonething to tell you
GLENN
Yeah?
TI M HORVATH
You know your Mom noved in with ny
Dad?
GLENN
Yeah. | know. So?
TI M HORVATH

So - this is just between ne and
you - but, they’'re staying in the
same room The sane bed.

GLENN
Fuck you.

TI M HORVATH
d enn. Seri ous.

GLENN
What the fuck are you saying?

TI M HORVATH
It’s true.

Genn grits his teeth and tal ks | ow.

GLENN
Goddam. Are you serious? | can't
deal with shit |ike this anynore!
What do you expect ne to do?

TI M HORVATH
Not hing. | don’t know.

GLENN
Fuck Tim  Fuck! What are we
supposed to do?

TI M HORVATH
| don’t know.

GLENN
Did you tell anybody?
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TI M HORVATH
No. Fuck no.
GLENN
You know about ny Dad?
TI M HORVATH
Uncl e Cal ? Wat ?
GLENN
He needs a ki dney.
TI M HORVATH
No shit. | didn't know that.
GLENN
W' Il neither did |I. But he does.
TI M HORVATH
I"msorry for not talking to you
for so long. It was that note.
GLENN

That note was a bunch of bullshit.
Whoever wote it - they lie.
Anytime | ever smacked sonebody, it
was always in plain sight.
Everybody knew it right away.
Wasn’t a secret. Not ny fault he
woul dn’ t fight back.

The gas punp stops. Timhangs it up.

d enn hands hima five.

GLENN
Seventy-nine a gallon?
TI M HORVATH
I know. It sucks.
GLENN
Fi ne.
TI M HORVATH
Really. 1'msorry.
GLENN
| heard you.
TI M HORVATH

It’s not your fault that he junped.
You want green stanps?
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GLENN
No. | just want to know who wote
t hat fucking note.

FLASHBACK - SCHOOL HALLWAYS

I NSERT: Handwritten suicide note.

A hand signs “Daryl| Dozier” and folds the letter.
Kati e hands the note to Tim

Timshoves it inside Daryll’s flower shrouded | ocker.

EXT. GAS STATI ON - CONTI NUOUS
Ti m counts out change.

TI M HORVATH
No idea. But, denn, sonething
else - | got to tell you - thank
you for not saying anything about
us. Me and Daryll. You know?

Timsteps closer to denn and enbraces him

TI M HORVATH
| really miss him

G enn accepts Tinms hug for a nonent - then pushes Ti m away.
Timtears up

GLENN

Alright! Get off of me! Stop it!
Don’t be a pussy, man! Wat the
fuck are you doing? | don’t need a
fucking hug! You think I want
people to know? That ny cousin is
a fag! That we canp together?
That we shared a tent! That's why
| didn’t say anything! Okay?

(takes deep breath)
Stay away fromnme. Tim | swear,

if things don"t . . . | feel like
I"’mgoing to do sonething | really
don't . . . sonething not good.

d enn kicks the starter once and it fails.
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TI M HORVATH
denn. Tell ne what he said.
Bef ore he junped.

FLASHBACK - WATERFALL

G enn has his arm around Daryl |

DARYLL
If you want me to - 1'Il suck you

G enn takes a deep breath and rel eases Daryll to step away.

They exchange shocki ng | ooks.

EXT. GAS STATI ON - CONTI NUQUS

GLENN
He didn't say anything.

G enn kick starts the bi ke and peels out.

EXT. HOSPI TAL DRI VEWAY - DAY

G enn pushes Cal's wheelchair to the car parked at the curb
and helps himin.

GLENN
Al set?

CAL
Yeah, all set. Boy aml glad to be
out of that place.

d enn drives.

GLENN
No doubt .

CAL
That ny jacket? Looks good on you.
| heard the gane on the radio.

GLENN
That’ s the way the ball bounces.

CAL
(chuckl i ng)
Well, that’s a good attitude
consi dering the outcone.
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GLENN
I"mjust glad you' re com ng hone.
Somebody has to cook the frozen

di nners.

CAL
kay, it’s a deal. But you have to
make sure | get back here every
nmorning. Nine AM 1’1l work it

out with your principal at school.
| sold hima snowmbile. Boy, is
it warmin here?

GLENN
You want the wi ndow open?

CAL
It’s so - warm

Cal passes out.

GLENN
Dad! Hey dad!

d enn sl ans on the brakes.

GLENN
DAD!

Cal’s eyes are open but he is unconscious.

EXT. EMERGENCY ROOM DOOR - MOMENTS LATER
G enn blasts up to the curb. Horn bl ares.

Peopl e rush to his aid.

I NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAYS - CONTI NUQUS
Ai des place Cal on a gurney and wheel himinside.

The nedical staff descends and pushes d enn out of the way.

DOCTOR 2
Wasn’t he just rel eased?
GLENN
Five mnutes ago! | didn't even

get out of the parking |ot!
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DOCTOR 2
What was he here for?
GLENN
Hi s kidneys. Dialysis.
DOCTOR 1
Checking vitals. He's had a
stroke.
GLENN
A stroke?
DOCTOR 1
This is not good.
GLENN
What ?
DOCTOR 1

Bring ne a crash cart!
They rip open his shirt and juice up paddl es.

DOCTOR 1
Cl ear!

H s body convul ses as @ enn watches in horror
Hysterical, denn reduces to the child wthin.

GLENN
Daddy! Daddy!

DOCTOR 2
Get hi mout of here!

Ai des and nurses push G enn out of the room

GLENN
No! That's ny Dad! That’'s ny Dad!

Cal gets several shocks.

A enn wat ches through his tears and the glass wall between
t hem

A flat line registers on the nonitor.
The doctors stop and | ook at the clock.

They pull the curtain back.
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d enn wail s.

A doctor cones out from behind the curtain and wal ks toward
hi m

The doctor shakes his head “No”".

G enn rejects what he hears and runs away.

EXT. HOSPI TAL DRI VEWAY - CONTI NUQUS
@ enn peels out of the hospital driveway.

He cries hysterically.

I NT. MAPLES HOVE - MOMENTS LATER

A enn opens the closet door.

EXT. CTY STREETS - MOMENTS LATER
A enn, steel-eyed upon his notorcycle.
Dark sungl asses. Cal’s leather jacket. R fle in hand.

Bl azes al ong the pavenent to D Street.

EXT. NICKIE S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

Genn pulls up in the driveway and bolts onto the porch.
He stands before the door and takes a deep breath.

Al nost knocks, then turns the handle. It opens.

G enn wal ks in.

Ni cki e appears from around the corner.

NI CKI E
d enn?

GLENN
Were’'s ny Mn?

PATTY- JOYCE (Q. S.)
(frominside)
G enn?
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NI CKI E
G enn, what are you doi ng?

G enn raises the barrel and ains at N ckie.
Ni cki e raises his hands, spreads his fingers.
Genn's eye lines up the site with Nickie' s eye.

GLENN
Stand still.

NI CKI E
Hold on there, denn. You don't
want to do this.
Patty-Joyce rounds the corner.

PATTY- JOYCE
d enn!

G enn remains remarkably calm He directs Patty-Joyce.
GLENN
Quiet. Don’t scream Go stand
with Uncle N ckie.

She goes to Nickie. They huddle close.

PATTY- JOYCE
d enn. Please don't.
GLENN
Who is ny father?
PATTY- JOYCE
Don’t.
GLENN
VWho? Hi nP
PATTY- JOYCE
No.
NI CKI E

G enn pl ease.

GLENN
You don’'t talk to nel

G enn quickly raises the butt of the rifle and slanms N ckie
in the forehead.
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Nickie falls to the floor.
Patty stoops to his aid.

PATTY- JOYCE
Ni cki el No!

G enn pulls her out of the way and tosses her across the
floor. Raises the rifle by the barrel and slanms N ckie four
times with the butt. Blood issues fromNi ckie's face.

GLENN
Drink it! Dri nk the bl ood, N ckie.

G enn cocks the rifle at N ckie s head, finger on trigger.

NI CKI E
d enn.

A flash of rage. denn snears the blood from N ckie s cheek
with his fingers and shoves it in Nickie s nouth,

GLENN

Drink it! Drink it you nother-
fucker. Drink the bl ood!

Ni cki e slurps his own bl ood.
Patty-Joyce crawls to N ckie.
Genn ains the rifle at Nickie.
PATTY- JOYCE
G enn! No! Stop! Wat are you
doing? You're ny son.
G en suddenly cal m agai n.
GLENN
Your son! | amno | onger your son!
You do not exist in nmy world! This
will be the last tine you ever see
nme, so get a good | ook.
G enn blasts a hole in the ceiling.
Pl aster showers the room
G enn remains calm

GLENN
You are not my Mot her.
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G ens fires another round into the ceiling.

H s rage returns.

GLENN
You' re a filthy shell, that's all.
My father - ny father - Calvin
Mapl es di ed today. | was right
there the whole tinme. And where
were you?

He ki cks her.
GLENN

Wasting your life on a fucking

brass pole fucking this rat-

bastard? You weren’'t there.

That’ s what killed him You not

bei ng there.
He bl asts four nore rounds into the ceiling.
Ni cki e and Patty-Joyce huddl e together on the fl oor.
Genn calmMy lowers his aiman inch fromtheir heads.
They cl ose their eyes.

NI CKI E
d enn. Pl ease.

He presses the barrel to Nickie s head.

He pulls the trigger. 1t clicks.

G enn drops the rifle to the floor

Ni cki e shudders while he and Patty-Joyce freeze in a ball.
G enn takes a deep breath and wal ks out the door

They hear hi mwal k down the steps.

His notorcycle starts and roars away.

Patty-Joyce cries. N ckie holds her.

NI CKI E
| got you babe.

PATTY- JOYCE
Leave ne al onel!
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EXT. NICKIE S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

She tears down the steps and hops on her bike.

EXT. G TY STREETS - CONTI NUOUS

Patty-Joyce follows G enn froma few bl ocks away.
G enn rides fast and she can’t keep up

Traffic and red lights pull themfurther apart.
She sees himtake the river road.

He passes the sign for County Road 226.

EXT. EDEN ROAD - MOVENTS LATER
On his bike, denn soars past golden hills of w nter wheat.
Patty-Joyce passes the sign for County Road 226.
She sees G enn far in the distance over a nmile away.
G enn hugs curves on the deserted road.
A rock sits in the |lane before him
G enn crests a hill and hits a small rock
He twi sts and al nost | oses control, but regains it.
CAL (V.0)
Renmenber G enn, you’ ve got to sweep
t he road.

He sees deer in the fields and has one junp in front of him

He sl ans on the brakes and winds up in the center of the road
as he narromy misses it.

The buck hops away.
He stops and turns the bi ke around on the deserted road.
The bi ke shuts off.

He |istens, |ooks out in the distance, thinks he heard
somet hing. A faint hum
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He |istens and hears a hum

GLENN
VWhat is that?

A notorcycle flies over the hill.
@ enn’s eyes widen in horror.

Patty-Joyce gasps as she realizes in that split second she
has no time to stop and hits him

A spectacul ar and furious crash.

MONTAGE - MOVENTS LATER
Their bodies lay quietly on the deserted road.
G enn’s notorcycle stands al one and gleans in the sun
Songbi rds si ng.
Wnter wheat |aps in the breeze.
FADE QOUT.
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