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FADE | N:
SERI ES OF SHOTS

A) 13 year-old WALT DI SNEY delivers the Kansas City Tines in
the predawn hours. He rides his bicycle up to a front porch
and drops off a paper.

SUPER Walt Disney - Kansas City 1915

B) 8 year-old MARTIN LUTHER KING JR delivers the Atl anta
Journal on his bicycle on a hot sumer afternoon.

SUPER Martin Luther King Jr. - Atlanta 1937

C) 14 year-old WARREN BUFFETT del i vers The Washi ngt on Post on
his bicycle on a cold wi nter norning.

SUPER Warren Buffett - Washington, D.C. 1944
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. LITCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - DAWN ( PRESENT DAY)

Newspapers are throwmn froma white delivery van onto
driveways, with sone serious msfires, sone |and in bushes,
puddl es, you nanme it. A newspaper is thrown onto the driveway
of the upper mddle class home of the Wnters famly.

SUPER - LI TCHFI ELD PARK, ARI ZONA - PRESENT DAY
| NT. BEN S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

BEN W NTERS, 14, sl eeps dressed in pajamas and sprawl ed out
on his bed. Clothes are strewn across the floor. Posters of
rock stars and Arnor War video ganes cover the walls. Ben's
sister, BECKY W NTERS, 16, opens the bedroom door and surveys
the roomin disgust.

BECKY
Ti me for breakfast bro.

Ben doesn't npve.

BECKY
Br eakf ast. Food. Rati ons.

Ben doesn't nove. Becky shakes her head.



| NT. KI TCHEN

STACEY W NTERS, 40s or early 50s, quickly places a few boxes
of cereal on the kitchen table as Becky walks in. The TV is
turned on to the norning news.

STACEY
Where's your brother?
BECKY
Mom | think you know the answer to

t hat .
Stacey yells toward Ben's bedroom

STACEY
Ben? . . . . Benjamn Wnters!

Becky rolls her eyes.

STACEY
It was worth a try.

| NT. BEN S BEDROOM

STACEY
(standi ng at doorway)
Let's go. Time for breakfast.

Stacey wal ks over to Ben's bed and nudges him Ben turns in
bed half asleep with eyes still closed.

BEN
Code red! Code red!

STACEY
Li eutenant, we've got to get to the
br eakfast table. Code red!

BEN

(groggily)
Affirmative. Affirmative.

| NT. KI TCHEN

St acey and Becky eat breakfast and watch the norning news.
Ben enters dressed in fatigue pants and pours a bow of
cereal. Stacey & Becky remain focused on the news.

JACK W NTERS, 50s, enters the kitchen and quickly pours
hi msel f a gl ass of orange juice.



JACK
Buenos di as!

STACEY
Good norning, honey. What's with the
suit and tie today? Did you get the
pronoti on?

JACK
| did.
STACEY
You di d?
JACK
Not .
STACEY
Jack!
JACK
Actually, I'"'minterviewi ng for the

pronoti on today.
(1 ooki ng at watch)
And |'ve gotta run

Jack gives Stacey a quick Kkiss.

JACK
Have a good day guys.
STACEY
You t o0o0.
Jack exits.
BECKY

Wiy do you even set a place at the
tabl e for hinf

STACEY
Don't start.

BECKY
VWhat ever .

EXT. WNTERS' DRI VEVWAY - MORNI NG

Jack turns on the car radio and nods his head to the beat of
70's music. He backs the car out over the newspaper and tire



mar ks renmai n.
| NT. Kl TCHEN

Ben nods off and his head goes straight into his bow
cereal. M|k splashes on Stacey & Becky.

BECKY
Chhh, gross!

Stacey & Becky w pe thenselves off in disgust.
STACEY

Were you up all night again playing
that silly video gane?

BEN
Mom it's not silly. And no, | wasn't
up all night.

STACEY
| see. And what tinme did you go to
bed?

BEN

| dunno, maybe 1 or 2am

STACEY
Well 1 or 2amisn't working out so
wel |l for the rest of us, understood?
(beat)
You two better get going or you'l
m ss the bus.

BECKY
(standi ng up)
Don't forget, |'ve got a track neet

today. You know, the one you and Dad
said you' d "try" to conme to

STACEY
|"m sorry kiddo, but |I've got to show
sonme homes this afternoon. Maybe next

tinme.
BECKY
Parent's definition of maybe .
(singing it)
Never .

Stacey stares at Becky with disapproval.

of



BECKY
Can't think of a better definition,
can ya?

STACEY

(pointing toward front door)
Bus.

BECKY
Okay. Okay. Just gotta finish nmy hair.

STACEY
" mnot driving you to school again.
You better hustle.

EXT. - WNTERS HOUSE - MORNI NG

Ben exits the front door and holds one strap of his backpack.
The bus passes by.

BEN

(yel 1'i ng)
Bus i s herel

Ben runs and tries to put his backpack straps on. He
struggles with the second strap. Becky foll ows about 20 feet
behind Ben, with only half of her hair done. The bus slowy
pulls away fromthe bus stop down the street. Ben breathes
heavily and runs behind the bus. The bus stops suddenly and
Ben slanms into the back corner of the bus. He spins around
and falls to the ground.

G RL ON SCHOOL BUS (O S.)
Quch. That's gotta hurt.

BECKY
Are you okay?
BEN
| think so.
BECKY

Way to sacrifice your body, bro.

Becky hel ps Ben get up slowy and he staggers to the bus
door .



EXT. JACK S OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG
| NT. COVPANY PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE - DAY

The COMPANY PRESI DENT, 60s, sits at his desk across from
Jack.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
So Jack, how |l ong have you been with
us now?

JACK
Fifteen years sir.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Fifteen years. Ww. Well | nust say,
you have been one of our nost reliable
enpl oyees. Not only that, but your
work ethic is second to none. \Were
did that come fronf

JACK
Umm Well . . . 1I'd have to say ny
parents deserve nost of the credit,
sir. They taught nme to work hard and
never give up. Come to think of it,
the first job I had really put those
teachings to the test. | was a
paper boy.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
A paper boy? That was my first job too.
Those were sonme good tines.

JACK
Yes sir, sone good tinmes . . . and
sonme chal | engi ng ones.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. LI TCHFI ELD PARK, ARI ZONA - DAY (1981)

JACK W NTERS, 14, rides his ten speed bicycle and carries a
shoul der bag filled with newspapers. He has | ong, wavy hair,
hi gh striped tube socks, and listens to his Wal kman. He | eans
back and enjoys the wind through his hair, hands off

handl ebar s.

SUPER - LI TCHFI ELD PARK, ARI ZONA - 1981

Jack sings to the nmusic as he throws a newspaper onto a



subscriber's driveway. A German Shepherd appears fromthe
side of the house. Jack grabs his handl e bars and pedal s as
fast as he can.

DI SSOLVE TO

Jack is on a stretcher. The EMIs | oad himinto an anbul ance.
The dog's owners, MR and MRS. SCHAFERHUND, |ate 30s, and
POLI CE OFFI CER stand on the sidewal k near the ambul ance. The
Police Oficer wites a ticket. M. Schaferhund pets the dog
and has it on a | eash.

MR, SCHAFERHUND
(wth German accent)
She veally is a nice dog, officer.

MRS. SCHAFERHUND
(with German accent)
That's vight officer. She vouldn't
hurt a fly. The boy nust have done
sonet hing to provoke her.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Sure. . . (handing M. Schaferhund the
ticket) I'"'mgoing to have to ask you
to keep the dog fenced in.

EMIs cl ose anbul ance doors and anbul ance | eaves with siren
soundi ng.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. COVPANY PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE - DAY ( PRESENT DAY)

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Jack?

JACK
(com ng to)
|"msorry, what was that sir?

Wth two fingers extended, Conpany President points back and
forth between his eyes and Jack's.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Stay with me, just a few nore
guesti ons.



EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCL - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
I NT. M LLENNI UM HI GH SCHOOL CLASSROOM

MR, TUTTLE, late 50s or early 60s, wears bifocals and a bow
tie.

MR, TUTTLE
So you see, Benjamin Franklin's
success as a printer allowed himto
retire fromprinting at the age of
forty-two. This allowed himto explore
ot her interests, such as science.

Ben stares at his smart phone.

MR, TUTTLE
M. Wnters, can you tell ne at what
age Benjamn Franklin retired from
printing?

BEN
Coul d you repeat the question?

MR, TUTTLE
No. But | will repeat your detention.
Focus on the class, M. Wnters, not
your phone. You may just find that
| earning can be an exciting endeavor.

Bel I rings.

MR. TUTTLE
Cl ass di sm ssed.

ASHLEY, a classmate, wal ks past Ben. Ben stares nesneri zed.
Cl assroom now enpty.

MR, TUTTLE
Was ny class that spellbinding, M.
Wnters?

BEN

(coming to and scranmbling to | eave)
Uh, yes, M. Tuttle. Fascinating
stuff.

MR TUTTLE
See you after school.



I NT. M LLENI UM H GH SCHOOL

Ben wal ks to his | ocker and hits the | ocker hard with his
fist. ROLFE, JOHNNY, & RICO wal k by.

ROLFE
(touching the dent in the | ocker)
Way to custom ze your | ocker! What
happened, dude?

Ben tries to shake off the pain and opens his | ocker.

BEN
Detenti on after school .

ROLFE
Again? Nice job. You're in detention
even nore than | amn

RI CO
And that's sayi ng sonet hi ng.

ROLFE
(wal king away & notioning as if he
has a gane controller)
Don't forget, Arnmor War tonight!

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCOL - DAY
Becky wal ks out of school in her track uniformwth her

friend, WH TNEY, and ot her TEAMVMATES. Ben runs out the same
door a few seconds behi nd them

BEN
(yell'ing)
Becky! . . . Becky!
Becky turns around.

BEN

Can | catch a ride hone?
BECKY

Wy didn't you take the bus? . . . Let

me guess - detention agai n?
Ben nods.
BECKY

Do you have roomin your car for one
nore, Whitney?



10.

VH TNEY
Sure. In the nmeantine, Ben can cheer
us on at the track neet. W coul d use
an extra fan!

TEAMVATES cl ap and cheer in agreenent.

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCL TRACK - DAY

Ben sits in the mddle of the bleachers which are al nost
conpletely enpty, playing on his smart phone. Becky runs the
| ast leg of the quarter mle relay and conmes in 3rd pl ace.

Qut of breath, Becky |ooks up at the stands toward Ben. Ben's
head is down and he is engrossed with his smart phone. Becky
shakes her head in di sappoi ntnent.

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SHI NG

| NT. KI TCHEN

Jack enters, tie | oosened and briefcase in hand, with his
head down. Stacey works on her | aptop.

JACK
(depressed)
H honey.
STACEY

You didn't get the pronotion.
Jack remains stoic and raises his head.

JACK
(dangling a key chain wth key)
Then what am | doing with this key to
ny new office?

Stacey junps up and down.

STACEY
You got it!

Jack junps up and down.

JACK
| got it!

Jack and Stacey join both hands and junp up and down |i ke
gi ddy ki ds. Becky enters.
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BECKY
Are you guys feeling okay?

JACK
| got the pronotion!

BECKY
(apat hetical ly)
Great Dad, |'m happy for you.

Becky turns around and goes back to her bedroom Jack gives a
per pl exed | ook.

| NT. BECKY' S BEDROOM
Jack knocks and opens the bedroom door. Becky does homeworK.

JACK
What's wong?

Becky does not | ook up.

BECKY
Maybe you could ask me how | did at ny
track neet today.

JACK
Oh sweetheart, I'msorry. | wll get
to one of your neets, | prom se.
BECKY
Pi nky swear ?
JACK
You still do that?

Becky hol ds out her hand wi th her pinky extended.

JACK
(interlocking pinkies with Becky)
Pi nky swear. How was the neet?

BECKY
It was okay. Ben can tell you all
about it. He was there on your behalf.

JACK
Ben? | didn't know Ben was into track.

BECKY
Thanks to his detentions after school
( MORE)
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BECKY ( CONT' D)
he's becom ng one of our nost | oyal
fans.

| NT. BEN S BEDROOM

Jack and Stacey enter. Ben plays Arnor War and wears a gam ng
headset .

STACEY
Ben?

Ben focuses on the gane and does not respond.

JACK
Ben!

BEN
(raising his headset mc)
Hang on. My squad's al nost to |eve
five.

JACK
W' ve got to talk.

Jack and Stacey wal k over and stand on either side of Ben.
Ben stays focused on the gam ng nonitor. Stacey turns off the
noni t or .

BEN
Mom

STACEY
VWhat's this we hear about anot her
detenti on at school ?

BEN
Becky!

STACEY
Don't bl ane your sister. Wre you
caught using your phone agai n?

BEN
Can we talk later? | really need to
get back to the gane.

Ben reaches to turn the gam ng nonitor back on but Stacey
stops him
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STACEY
Uh, uh. Not until you hand over your
phone.

BEN

Mom it won't happen again.

St acey shakes her head and hol ds out her hand. Ben gives her
hi s phone.

STACEY
No phone for the rest of the week.

BEN
But what if there's an energency?

STACEY
Yell for help. Wien | was your age |
survived just fine wthout a phone.
Even your dad survived w thout a
phone.

JACK
(surprised)
| did, didn't 1?

BEN
| can't believe this. Dad?

JACK
Sorry son, the boss has spoken.

STACEY
The boss? Why am | always the bad guy?
Let's go, it's your turn for a little
chat .

Stacey notions to the door with her thunb as Jack gives a
concer ned | ook.

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL CLASSROOM
Ben nods off.
MR TUTTLE
Conti nui ng our discussion of Benjamn

Franklin, he was a man of nany
( MORE)
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MR. TUTTLE ( CONT' D)
inventions. In fact, the very bifocals
' mwearing were invented by none
ot her than

CLASSMVATES
(in unison and very nonot one)
Benj am n Franklin.

MR, TUTTLE
(wal king toward Ben with a | arge
ruler in hand)
Correct you are. Another of Franklin's
i nventions was the |ightning rod.

Ashl ey cringes as M. Tuttle approaches Ben. Ben's head is
face down on his desk. M. Tuttle hits Ben's desk with the
ruler and Ben's head jolts back in shock.

MR TUTTLE
Wy M. Wnters. You | ook as though
you' ve been struck by Ii ghtning.

Cl assmat es | augh. Ben angrily stands up, grabs the ruler from
M. Tuttle, and breaks it in half across his thigh. Ashley
shakes her head incredul ously.

MR, TUTTLE
(pointing to door)
Principal's office. NOW

I NT. PRI NCI PAL' S OFFI CE

The PRI NClI PAL, 50s, | ooks across the desk at Ben for a few
nmonments in silence and fidgets with a pencil in each hand. He
pl aces each pencil in an electric pencil sharpener and slowy
slides the pencils above his ears with the pencil tips

poi nting forward.

PRI NCI PAL
Ben, Ben, Ben. I'mat a loss. This is
your third visit to nmy office this
nmont h. What do you have to say for
your sel f?

BEN
|"msorry, sir.

BEN AND PRI NCI PAL
(i n unison)
It won't happen again.
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PRI NCI PAL
| know, | know, | know. That's what
you said last tinme, and the tine
before that. That's three strikes,
Ben. I'mgoing to have to call your
parents in.

BEN
But sir, | promse -

PRI NCl PAL
(pointing at the door)
Back to cl ass.

I NT. SCHOOL GYMNASI UM

Grls play half court basketball on one side of gymmasi um
boys on the other. Ben attenpts a |l ayup shot. He is foul ed
and falls to the ground. GYM TEACHER bl ows whi st e.

GYM TEACHER
Two shots for |ceman Wnters.

OPPOSI NG PLAYER
(l'ining up outside the free throw
| ane with other players)
Don't freeze under the pressure,
| ceman.

OTHER OPPOSI NG PLAYERS | augh.

BEN S TEAMVATE
Come on. You' ve got this.

Ben's first shot does not hit the rimor backboard.

OPPCSI NG PLAYER
Aaaair baaaal | .

OTHER OPPOSI NG PLAYERS
(i n unison)
Aaaair baaaall. Aaaair baaaall.

GYM TEACHER
Let's go Wnters. Nothing but net.

Ben's second shot hits the backboard but not the rim Gym
Teacher drops his head as play resunes. Ben's Teammat e passes
the ball to Ben but it goes right through Ben's hands and
into the mddle of the girls' basketball gane.
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Ben runs to get the ball. Ashley picks up the ball and hol ds
it out to Ben. Sweating and out of breath, Ben hesitates, as
if frozen. Ashley | aughs.

ASHLEY
Are you going to take it or not?

Mesneri zed, Ben reaches out slowy and takes the ball.

BEN
Thanks.

Ben steps back slowy, still |ooking at Ashley. Opposing
pl ayer yells.

OPPCSI NG PLAYER (O. S.)
Looks like Iceman Wnters froze up
agai n!

O her players | augh.
| NT. PRINCI PAL'S OFFI CE
Stacey narrows her eyes as the Principal sharpens a pencil,

pokes his finger with it to test its sharpness, and pl aces a
penci|l over each ear.

PRI NCI PAL

s M. Wnters com ng?
STACEY

No, he couldn't get away from worKk.
PRI NCI PAL

Wll, I'Il get right to the point. W

here at M Il ennium H gh School pride
oursel ves in hel ping our students

achi eve excell ence. But we can only do
so mnuch.

The Principal picks up 3 pieces of paper with lists on them
and shows each one individually to Stacey.

PRI NCI PAL
Here's a | ook at Ben's grades .
detentions . . . and visits to ny

office. If his grades and behavi or
don't inprove I'mafraid we wll have
to expel him
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STACEY
Expel hinf? Don't you think that's a
little extrene?

PRI NCI PAL
|"msorry, Ms. Wnters, but we have
to draw the |ine sonewhere. W can't
mai ntain our "A" rating and conpete
with other schools if our students are
di sruptive in class and getting
failing grades.

STACEY
"A" rating? What about ny son's
future? Don't you think that matters
nore than an "A" rating?

PRI NCI PAL
Yes, it does. That's why | invited you
and M. Wnters (gesturing to an enpty

chair) to visit with ne. | want to see
your son succeed, but | need your
hel p.

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
I NT. MASTER BEDROOM

Stacey reads a book in bed. Jack enters exhausted and takes
off his tie.

JACK

Hey, honey.
STACEY

Anot her | ate night at work, | see.
JACK

Yeah, just trying to get up to speed
with nmy new position.

STACEY
We've got a problem Jack

JACK
Uh oh. | won't call you Boss, anynore,
okay?

STACEY

That's a start. Al though sonetines
that title does feel enpowering.
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STACEY ( CONT' D)
(beat)
It's Ben. | net with the principal
t oday.

Stacey picks up Ben's report card fromthe night stand and
holds it up.

STACEY
Have you seen Ben's grades?

JACK
Come on. How bad coul d they be?

St acey hands Jack the report card.

JACK
Yi kes.
(beat)
Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa, he got a B
her e.
STACEY

Yeah, in physical ed. This is serious,
Jack. The principal is going to expel
Ben if his grades and behavi or don't

i mprove

JACK
Expel hinf That's ridiculous! "Il
talk to the principal tonmorrow and get
this sorted out.

STACEY
Jack, this isn't about the principal.
How about tal king to Ben for once?
Thi nk about it. He's getting failing
grades, his only after school activity
is detention, and he stares at that
vi deo gane screen all night |ike he's
a zonbi e.

JACK
He's a boy. Boy's like video ganes. |
| oved them just as nuch when | was a
ki d.

STACEY
Ch really? And did you al so wear
fatigues to school every single day?
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Jack reflects, as if he may have worn fatigues daily.

STACEY
Jack, he's engrossed in those ganes.
Hi s school work, his confidence, and
frankly his future, wll suffer
because of it. |I'mproud of you for
getting pronoted at work, but what's
it all for if there's no tinme left to
rai se your Kkids?

JACK
Oh, so suddenly it's all ny fault?
STACEY
(beat)
| didn't say that. I'mto blane as
well. I"'mafraid we've both et work

consunme us to the point where we
expect others to raise our kids for
us.

JACK
That coul d be dangerous.

STACEY
Very danger ous.

I NT. JACK' S OFFI CE - DAY

Jack wal ks down the hallway toward his office with a co-
wor ker, BOBBY, 40s. The Conpany President passes them

COVPANY PRESI DENT
How s ny new VP doi ng?

JACK
Geat, sir. Geat.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
You brought back sone great nenories
fromny days as a Paperboy.

BOBBY
Paper boy? | was a paperboy too.

Bobby smles and proudly raises his pant leg up to the knee,
exposing a scar on his calf.

BOBBY
Check out this bad boy.
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JACK
Apparently the dog bite is a rite of
passage for paperboys.

Jack lifts his own pant leg to expose a simlar scar on his
calf. Both Jack and Bobby | ook at the Conpany President.

COMPANY PRESI DENT
Sorry guys, no scars to show. You
shoul d have had your parents drive you
on your paper route like |I did. No
worries about dogs, rain, tire
bl owouts. . . Yes, those were sone
good ti nes.

The Conpany President continues down the hall.

BOBBY
Well, at |east we got sone exercise.
Wthout ny afternoon paper route |
woul d have been downi ng a bag of
potato chi ps and watching reruns of
The Brady Bunch.

JACK
| liked The Brady Bunch.
BOBBY
(whi spering)

Yeah, ne too. But for heaven's sake
man, don't admt it!

JACK
We did get sone good exercise on those
paper routes, didn't we?
(beat)
Wait a mnute. You just gave ne a
great ideal

BOBBY
Join the gynf

JACK
(patting Bobby on the shoul der and
wal ki ng away)
Thanks, Bobby. | owe you one!

BOBBY
(confused)
Eat nore potato chips?
(whi spering & smling)
( MORE)
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BOBBY ( CONT' D)
Wat ch The Brady Bunch. Yes!

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. BEN S BEDROOM

JACK
(openi ng bedroom door qui ckly)
" ve got great news.

BEN

(nappi ng) _
Ever heard of knocki ng?

JACK
Sorry. Nap tines over

BEN
Just 15 nore m nutes. Pl ease.

JACK
No time for naps. You're going to be
this town' s next paperboy!

BEN
Paper boy? Like in the novies?
JACK
Yeah, like in the novies!
BEN
Do paperboys even exist?
JACK
O course they exist. | was one of
them Cone on, | nade an appoi nt nent
to see the manager of our |oca
newspaper .
BEN

You can't be seri ous.

JACK
Vanonos! Let's go!

BEN
| don't want to be a paperboy. Wy are
you doi ng this?
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JACK
Because | care about you, son. Your
school grades nmay not seem i nport ant
to you now, but they will be when you
start filling out college
appl i cations.

BEN
Si nce when do you care?

JACK
Look Ben, your principal is
threatening to expel you, so unless
you want to trade in those fatigues
for a school uniform |'d reconmend
you cone with ne.

DI SSCLVE TO

Ben envisions hinself in a blazer, dress shorts, and high
socks.

DI SSOLVE TO

BEN
kay, okay, you've got ny attention.
But how i s beconi ng a paperboy going
to help ne with nmy grades?

JACK
For one thing, it's going to teach you
sonme responsibility.

BEN
|'d rather be a water boy for the
football team

JACK
Look, 1'Il nmake you a deal. Bring nme a
report card with all A's and B's, and
stop visiting the principal's office.
Do that, and you can stop being a
paper boy.

EXT. ARI ZONA SUN OFFI CE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
I NT. ARI ZONA SUN OFFI CE

The MANAGER, 50s or 60s, sits at his desk across from Jack
and Ben.
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MANAGER
| don't have any routes avail able
right now, M. Wnters. And frankly,
we haven't had paperboys for years.
Boys seemto have | ost interest, and
adults can deliver nore papers across
a W der area.

JACK
Were you ever a paperboy sir?
MANAGER
Wiy vyes.
JACK
And you learned a lot fromit, didn't
you?
MANAGER
Sure did.
JACK
Vell, I"'mlooking to give ny son a

simlar experience, and | need your
help to do it.

MANAGER
Tell you what, your son can have a
paper route with us. There's only one
catch. He has to create the route.

JACK
Create the route?

MANACER
That's right. Create it from scratch.
Subscri ptions have been falling for
years, and we could really use sone
good sal esman. Whoever Ben signs up as
a new customer automatically becones a
part of his route.

JACK
Now t hat sounds |ike a challenge. Wat
do you say son?

BEN
(sarcastically)
Sounds thrilling, Dad.
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MANAGER
"Il take that as a yes. Good | uck,
Ben!

EXT. M LLENNI UM HI GH SCHOOL TRACK - DAY
Ben and classmates line up on the track start |ine.

GYM TEACHER
On your mark, get set -

Gym Teacher blows whistle. Ben and his classmates run a
guarter mle. Seven students, including Ben, Rolfe, Johnny, &
Rico, wear fatigues and fall behind the other students. Ben
conmes in last place. As he crosses the finish line he drops
to the ground, sprawl ed out on the track exhausted. Ashley
gives a |l ook of concern while other classmates |augh. The gym
t eacher crouches down by Ben.

GYM TEACHER
This isn't nap tine Wnters.
(rmoti oni ng t hunbs up)
Up on your feet, let's go!

Ben struggles to his feet, still out of breath.

GYM TEACHER
(1 ooki ng at other students)
Ch you think this is funny? | wanna
see anot her | ap.

Cl assmat es noan and conpl ai n.
ROLFE
Coach! Cone on! You've gotta be
ki ddi ng.

Gym Teacher starts |aughing and then abruptly becones
serious.

GYM TEACHER
No j oke. Let's go!

Gym t eacher bl ows whistle several tinmes rapidly.

ROLFE
Thanks a lot, Wnters.

EXT. LI TCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - DAY

Ben rides his bike and visits honmes in the nei ghborhood with
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a clipboard and shoul der bag wi th newspapers.
DIl SSOLVE TO
SERI ES OF SHOTS

A) First house - FEMALE HOVEOMNNER #1, 40s, smles
synpat heti cal |y but shakes her head.

B) Ben rings door bell and knocks on door of second house
W th no answer.

C) Third house - front door slams in Ben's face. Angry, Ben
rings the doorbell several tines until the door opens again
and then quickly runs away.

D) Fourth house - MALE HOVEOMNER #1, 30s, pulls a smart phone
out of his pocket and points to it.

E) Ben becones very fatigued on his bike.

F) Fifth house - ASHLEY' S FATHER shakes his head as Ashl ey
appears behind him

END SERI ES OF SHOTS
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT

Jack pulls into the driveway. He wal ks to the front door and
whi stl es The Brady Bunch thene song.

| NT. W NTERS' HOUSE

St acey vacuuns. She takes great care to get the vacuum|ines
in the carpet straight. Jack enters the house and wal ks up
behi nd her.

JACK
H honey!

Stacey is startled and junps.

STACEY
Jack, you've got to stop doing that!

Stacey detaches the vacuum hose and points it at Jack with a
menaci ng | ook.
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JACK
Yeah, |ike you could really hurt ne
with that.

Stacey lunges toward himw th the vacuum hose.

JACK
(junpi ng back startl ed)
kay. Okay. Guess | was wong. Wiy are
you vacuum ng so | ate?

STACEY
You know | like falling asleep with ny
vacuum | i nes intact.

JACK
Gotcha. Hey, how s our paperboy doi ng?

STACEY
Not good. No sal es today.

JACK
Not a single one?

St acey shakes her head. As Jack | eaves, Becky enters and
makes footprints in the carpet.

BECKY
(casual l y)
Hey Mom

Becky sits on the couch and stares at her smart phone. Stacey
| ooks at the footprints and Becky incredul ously.

| NT. BEN S BEDROOM

As Jack enters he hears the vacuum noi se pitch get higher and
Becky screans. He cl oses and | ocks the door behind him as if
for protection. Ben is playing Arnmor War with his gam ng
headset on.

JACK
Hey Ben.

Ben doesn't hear him and stays focused on the nonitor. Jack
taps Ben on the shoul der.

BEN
(raising his headset mc)

Hey Dad.
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| heard about today. Wanna tal k about
it?

BEN
Pl aying Arnor War, Dad. No tine to
tal k.

JACK
| think your video gane can wait. W
need to -

BEN
(1 ooki ng at Jack)
Dad, you don't understand. |'m playing
online with ny school buddies. | can't
j ust abandon them agai n.
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Ben's video gane soldier gets shot while Ben is | ooking at

Jack.

Ben slans the gane controller onto the desk.

BEN
Ch great! | just got shot, and now ny
squad is down a nman. Satisfied?

JACK
Yeah, kind of. Wat kind of reaction
is that? | think we nmay need to swap
out Arnmor All with PacMan or Donkey
Kong. Maybe that will tone things down
a bit in here.

BEN
|"msorry. It's just, | can't believe
you' re maki ng me do this paperboy
thing. Wiy are you torturing nme?

JACK
Torturing you? No. Chall enging you?
Yeah. Ben, there's nore to life than
just sleep and video ganes.

BEN
|"monly fourteen.

JACK
And before you know it you'll be
ei ghteen and out on your own. Listen
son, when | was your age | had to nake
sacrifices. | had to let go of the
j oysti ck.
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BEN
Joysti ck?

JACK
Vi deo gane. | had to stop playing
vi deo ganes and take care of business.
My custoners depended on ne to deliver
t heir newspaper every day, rain or
shi ne.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. WNTERS HOUSE - DAY (1981)

It rains outside. Jack plays Atari video game Space |nvaders
while a friend, TOMW, watches. JACK' S MOM enters.

JACK S MOM
Jack? Have you done your paper route
t oday?
JACK
Hol d on Mom
JACK S MOM
Jack?
TOMW

Ms. Wnters, Jack's through 3 rows of
Space | nvaders!

JACK S MOM
That's great Tomry, but Jack has
responsi bilities beyond "Alien
| nvader s".

TOMWY
Space | nvaders.

JACK' S MOM
Riiight.

Jack's Momturns off the TV.

JACK
Mom

JACK' S MOM
You' ve got customers waiting.
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JACK
But it's still raining. Can't | go
| ater?

JACK' S MOM
No way, Jose. | don't want to get

another call from G anma Lee because
her paper was | ate.

JACK
Ckay, okay. . . Sorry Tonmy.

As Jack and Tommy | eave, JACK S SI STER, 10, turns the TV back
on.

JACK' S SI STER
It's all mne, baby.

Jack's Sister quickly unplugs the Atari cable and turns the
TV channel to "The Brady Bunch". The picture is fuzzy so she
adjusts the TV antenna rabbit ears. She sits cross-legged in
front of the TV and eats potato chi ps.

EXT. GRAMVA LEE' S HOUSE - DAY (1981)

It continues to rain. GRAMVA LEE, 50s, sits in her rocking
chair and knits on the front porch. She | ooks at her watch
and then at the street. A full glass of |enpnade sits on the
tabl e next to her. She rocks a little bit faster. She | ooks
at her watch again and shakes her head. She gets up from her
rocki ng chair and wal ks toward the front door

JACK
Gramma Lee, wait!

Jack wears a Los Angel es Dodgers rain poncho. He rides up the
driveway and runs to the front porch. G amma Lee turns
ar ound.

JACK
(handi ng her the paper)
Sorry Gramma Lee.

GRAMVA LEE
That's the second tine this week,
Jack.

JACK

| won't be |ate again.
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GRAMVA LEE
(smling and pinching Jack's
cheeks)
You know | |ove ny paper, and of
course ny paperboy. Don't forget your
| enonade.

Jack drinks the | enonade too quickly and it runs down the
si des of his nouth.

GRAMVA LEE
Slowy, Jack, slowy for heaven's
sake.

JACK

Aaaah. Thanks Gramm Lee.

GRAMVA LEE
See you tonorrow.

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. BEN S BEDROOM ( PRESENT DAY)

JACK
Come on. It's tine for sone
sal esmanshi p 101.

BEN
You' ve got to be kidding ne.

| NT. / EXT. W NTERS' HOUSE

Ben is outside and knocks on the front door. Jack opens the
door .

JACK
(menaci ngl y)
What do you want ?

BEN
(nonot one)
Good afternoon, sir. |I'm stopping by
today to see if you m ght possibly be
interested in subscribing to the
Ari zona Sun

JACK
M ght possibly? Son, you need to
proj ect confidence and ent husi asm
Here, let me give it a shot.
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Jack knocks on the front door and Ben opens.

BEN
Yes?
JACK
Good afternoon sir. How are you today?
BEN
Di st ur bed.
JACK
D sturbed? Well don't worry, |'ve got
great news. | now deliver the Arizona
Sun in your area. This paper will keep
you up to date on community events and
ot her inportant news. | can sign you

up today and have your first paper
delivered tonorrow. Sound good?

BEN
Sorry, I'mnot the decision maker.
Later.

Ben slans the door in Jack's face. Jack knocks and Ben opens.

JACK
Very funny.

BEN
|'"d need a | ot of sugar to reach that
ki nd of enthusiasm

JACK
Let the noney be your sugar. The nore
nmoney you nake, the nore enthusiasm
you' | | have.

BEN
Ww, deep stuff, Dad. Can | get back
to nmy gane now?

JACK
You know how your life is made up of
sl eep and vi deo ganes?
(pointing to his watch)
It's time for the sleep part. Buenas
noches.

BEN
Buenos nachos.
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JACK
Keep working on that Spanish, son.

EXT. - WNTERS HOUSE - DAY ESTABLI SH NG
I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Ben pours extra sugar into energy drinks and fills his
pockets wi th candy.

EXT. LITCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - DAY

Ben wal ks up to the front door of a property in the
nei ghbor hood with his head up, shoul ders back, and a grin
fromear to ear.

Ben knocks on the door and a woman in her 30sS answers.

FEMALE HOVEOWNER #2
May | help you?

BEN
Yes, how are you today?

FEMALE HOVEOWNER #2
(suspi ci ously)
Good.

BEN
|"ve got great news. | now deliver the
Arizona Sun in your area. This paper
will keep you up to date on comunity
events and other. . . stuff. | can
sign you up today and have your first
paper delivered tonorrow. Sound good?

FEMALE HOVEOMNNER #2
|'mnot interested. Thanks.

Door shuts.
DI SSOLVE TO
SERI ES OF SHOTS

Ben smles as several other doors are shut in his face. After
the | ast door shuts, Ben's smle quickly disappears.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS

DI SSOLVE TO
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EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
NT. BEN S BEDROOM
Ben plays Arnor War with his gam ng headset on. Jack enters.

BEN
Go! Go! Go!

JACK
Hey Ben.

Ben waves hello with his hand and stays focused on nonitor.

JACK
How d it go today?
BEN
(raising his headset mc)
| "' m done being a paperboy. | quit.
JACK
Quit?
BEN
(still playing video gane)
Can we tal k about it later? Kinda busy
ri ght now.
JACK
| think we need to tal k about it now.
BEN
Dang it. G nme a break, Dad.
JACK
NOW Ben.
BEN

Sorry team GCotta bail for a bit.

RICO (O S.)
Deserter.

JOHNNY (O S.)
Wait, you can't |eave right -

Ben takes off his headset and turns off the nonitor.

JACK
What happened t oday?
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BEN
It's what didn't happen, Dad. Not even
two cups of sugar in ny energy drink
could pull it off. It's useless.

JACK
(sitting on Ben's bed)
Tell me you didn't.

BEN
| did. Pretty powerful stuff!
JACK
Son, | know it's not easy, but giving

up isn't the answer. People aren't
successful because they never fail.
They' re successful because when they
do fail, they pick thensel ves up and
try again.

BEN
| ' ve knocked on over 50 doors and have
nothing to show for it.

JACK
Not hing to show for it? How about
persistence? | think you' ve got a |ot
to show for it, and that wll
ultimately |lead to success.

BEN
It's not worKking.

JACK

Then change it. If it's not working,
change it. You' re a smart kid, Ben
Thi nk of what your custoners want,
then give it to them

(pointing to his own head)
This is your noney nmachi ne. Think
about it. . . but please, lay off the
sugar .

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. W NTERS' HOUSE - DAY
BEN and MANAGER

The scene | NTERCUTS bet ween Ben at hone and the Manager at
the Arizona Sun Ofice.



BEN
H, this is Ben Wnters. I'mcalling
about the paper route.

MANAGER
Yes, Ben. How many new subscri ptions
do you have for ne?

BEN
Well, sir, none yet, but that's why
|"mcalling. Do you have any speci al
deals that | can offer new
subscri bers?

MANAGER
Speci al deal s?
(beat)

Tell you what. You get me a 6 nonth
subscription and | can offer the first
nmonth for free. How does that sound?

BEN
Deal !

EXT. LI TCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - DAY

Ben knocks on a nei ghbor hood door.

answers.
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MALE HOVEOMWNER #2, 40s,

A puppy barks and junps on MALE HOVEOMNER #2's | eg.

MALE HOVEOMNNER #2
Yes?

BEN
Hel | o. How are you today?

MALE HOVEOMNNER #2

Di st ur bed.

BEN
"1l keep it short. | now deliver the
Arizona Sun in your area. | can offer

you the first nonth for free if you
sign up for 6 nonths. Sound good?

MALE HOVEOWNER #2
(hol ding up a smart phone)
Kid, it's over for newspapers. | can
get everything | need right here.

BEN
| understand, | |ove ny phone too.
( MORE)
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BEN ( CONT' D)
VWhat's great about the newspaper is
that it gives you nore information
about | ocal news and upconing events.
It's easy to miss things if they're
just posted online, so the newspaper's
a perfect conplinent to your phone.

MALE HOVEOWNER #2
Actual |y, you make sonme good points,
kid. Let ne think about it.

Puppy pees on Mal e Honeowner's foot.

MALE HOVEOWNER #2
Not again. Bad boy Sparky, bad boy!

BEN
(handi ng Mal e Honeowner #2 a
newspaper)
Looks |i ke Sparky could use a
newspaper in the nmeantinme. No charge.

MALE HOVEOMNNER #2
Thanks, ki d.

EXT. LITCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - DAY
Ben knocks on the door of Femal e Honeowner #2 again.

FEMALE HOVEOMNER #2
Persistent, aren't you?

BEN
Yes, ma'am | forgot to nmention the
coupon inserts that cone with the
paper twice a week. Plus, | can offer
you the first nonth for free if you
sign up for 6 nonths. Sound good?

FEMALE HOVEOWNER #2
Coupons? And a free nonth? Now you're
talkin'! Sign nme up!
DI SSOLVE TGO
SERI ES OF SHOTS

A) First house - Ben holds up business section to MALE
HOMEOMNER #3, 50s, dressed in a suit and tie.
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B) Second house - Ben holds up food and health section to
FEMALE HOVEOMNER #3, | ate 20s, who is about to jog with her
baby in a jogger stroller.

C) Third house - Ben holds up com c section as FEVALE
HOVEOMNER #4' S DAUGHTER tugs on FEMALE HOVEOWNER #4's shirt
and begs for it.

D) Fourth house - Ben holds up high school sports section for
MALE HOVEOMNER #4 and MALE HOVEOWNER #4' S TEENAGE SON,
dressed in sportswear as they play basketball in the

dri veway.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS
DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. WNTERS HOUSE - DAWN - ESTABLI SHI NG
| NT. BEN S BEDROOM
St acey knocks and opens the door.

STACEY
Better get up. It's 5:30 and you' ve
got papers to deliver

BEN
( noani nQg)
5:30? | can't do this.

STACEY
You' d better do it. You' ve got sone
new cust oners dependi ng on you.

Ben slowy gets up

STACEY

(cl appi ng)
Let's go. Chop, chop!

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE

Ben puts newspapers in his delivery bag and gets on his bike
on the driveway as Stacey and Jack, dressed in paj anas,
observe proudly fromthe front door.

JACK

(yawni ng)
We're proud of you son.
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BEN
This is crazy. You can't tell me you
enj oyed waking up this early to
del i ver papers.

JACK
You're right, | can't. Wen | was your
age The Arizona Sun was an afternoon

paper, so | delivered the papers after
school

BEN
Seriously?

JACK
(1 ooking at his watch)

Looks like I've got tinme for one nore
snooze.

STACEY

(pushi ng Jack)
St op.

St acey sees a skunk suddenly appear behind Ben's bike.

STACEY
Skunk!

BEN
(i ncredul ously)
Very funny.

The skunk hisses and turns around to spray Ben. Startled, Ben
screans and rides away as fast as he can.

JACK
Ww. Now that boy's excited to deliver
sone papers!
EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCOL - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

I NT. M LLENNI UM HI GH SCHOCL

Ben opens his | ocker and Rol fe, Johnny, and Ri co approach,
dressed in fatigue pants.

ROLFE
Dude, where have you been?

BEN
d ass.
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ROLFE
| mean | ast night! Arnmor War is our
nightly ritual and you' ve gone AWOL.

Rl CO
Yeah, what gives?

BEN
Sorry guys, | was just too tired.
have to wake up early now for ny paper
route.

ROLFE
Paper route? Wat are you tal king
about ?

Ashl ey appears several |ockers down with ROGER, a footbal
pl ayer, and sonme other friends. She opens her | ocker while
over hearing the conversation.

BEN
A newspaper route. | deliver papers.

ROLFE
You' ve got to be kidding ne. You're a
paper boy? Dude, haven't you heard?
Adul ts deliver the newspaper now.

BEN
Not according to ny dad. Anyway, he
gave nme no choice. | have to do the

paper route until ny grades inprove.

ROLFE

(1 aughi ng)
Dude, sounds like you'll be delivering

papers forever.

BEN
What do you nean by that, Rolfe?

ROLFE
You know what | nean, M. "A" student.

BEN
At least I"'mgetting paid to deliver
newspapers. Playing Arnor War didn't
pay too well.

ROLFE
It's called an all owance. The parents
( MORE)
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ROLFE ( CONT' D)
gi ve and you receive.

Rl CO
And why aren't you wearing your
fatigues, dude?

BEN
My nom asked nme not to wear themon ny
paper route. Wearing themdaily was
getting pretty stinky anyway.

ROLFE
Come on guys.

Rol fe wal ks away with Ri co and Johnny and points at Ben

ROLFE
Toni ght, Ben. You better be back.
W' re dependi ng on you!

BEN
"1l try guys.

J OHNNY
Don't desert us, nan.

A coupl e of fermale students pass Rolfe, Rico, and Johnny, and
qui ckly react to the bad odor. One plugs her nose, the other
w nces and waves her hand in front of her face.

Ashl ey wal ks toward Ben.

ASHLEY
Sorry ny dad didn't subscribe to the
newspaper .

BEN
That ' s okay.

ASHLEY
| think it's great you're earning your
own noney.

BEN
Thanks.

Ashl ey's friends wal k away.

ROGER
You com n' Ashley?
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ASHLEY
Yeah. . . Sorry, better go. See ya.

BEN
Yeah, see ya.

Ashl ey wal ks away with Roger and other friends.

ROGER
What were you doing with that | oser?

ASHLEY
He's not a loser. Cut it out Roger.

EXT. GRAMMA LEE' S HOUSE - DAY

Ben knocks on Granmma Lee's door. GRAMVA LEE, now in her 90s,
answers the door and supports herself with a wal ker.

GRAMVA LEE
May | help you?
BEN
Yes, ma'am |'ve got great news. | now

deliver the Arizona Sun newspaper in
your area. This paper will keep you up

to date -
GRAMMVA LEE
Still got them obituaries?
BEN
Uhhh, obituaries?
GRAMMVA LEE
You know, (whispering) the dead people
section.
BEN
Ch, uhhh, yes, we do have that
section.
GRAMMA LEE

| do enjoy reading the obituaries, but
| stopped taking the paper a few years
ago because the paper man woul dn't
deliver to ny doorstep. | just can't
get around as easily as | used to.

BEN
Ma'am | can deliver it to your front
( MORE)



BEN ( CONT' D)

door every day!
GRAMVA LEE

Well in that case sign nme back up.
BEN

Yes ma'am What's your nane?

GRAMVA LEE
Wendy Lee W/ son, but you can just
call me G amma Lee.

BEN
G ama Lee it is. My nanme's Ben
W nters.

GRAMVA LEE

Wnters? Are you Jack's boy?

BEN
Yes ma'am How did you -

GRAMVA LEE
Jack was one of ny favorite paperboys.
You tell himto stop by sonetine for
sonme good ol' Gramma Lee | enpnade.

BEN
Yes ma' am

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. KI TCHEN
St acey cooks dinner. Jack grabs an energy drink fromthe

refrigerator. He drinks it but spits it out and gags
i nedi at el y.

STACEY
Are you okay?
JACK
(yel l'ing)
Ben?
BEN

(entering kitchen)
Yeah Dad?

42.
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JACK
How can you drink this stuff?
BEN
| don't anynore. Sorry, | forgot about
t hat one.
JACK
Two extra cups of sugar? That's
wi cked!
BEN

(giving a thunbs up)
No argunent there. Can | go now?

JACK
(still gagging)
Actual ly, since you're here, how s the
paper route going?

BEN
Geat! | got ny first paycheck today!

JACK
First paycheck?
(beat)
That's riiight. You don't have to
col l ect, do you?

BEN
Col |l ect ?

JACK
| nmean, when | was a paperboy, | had
to collect paynent directly from each
cust oner.

BEN
Ww, that sounds like a |ot of extra
wor K.

JACK
It was extra work, and dangerous at
times!

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. SCHAFERHUND S HOUSE - DAY (1981)

German Shepherd barks and grow s in backyard. Jack approaches
with caution and sees the German Shepherd's head as it junps
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behind the side gate in an attenpt to get out. Jack knocks on
the front door.

MR. SCHAFERHUND
Ya?

JACK
Hel o M. "Shayferhund".

MR. SCHAFERHUND
Shof f ai r hoond.

JACK
Sorry. I'mhere to collect.

MR. SCHAFERHUND
Col | ect?

JACK
For your newspaper subscription.

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
Let nme get this straight. You tease ny
dog, the police put a restraining
order on it, and now you vant ne to

pay you?

JACK
Your dog attacked ne, sir.

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
And for good reason. You stole ny
son's paper routel

JACK
Sir, | didn't steal it. | don't know
what your son did, but too many
custoners were conpl ai ning, so the
newspaper gave nme your son's route.

MR. SCHAFERHUND
That's absurd. You stole it!

JACK
Pl ease sir, | just need you to pay
your subscription fee and I'll be on

ny way.

MR SCHAFERHUND
(pull'ing out some cash)
Take it. No tip for you! Auf
( MORE)



MR. SCHAFERHUND ( CONT' D)
W eder sehen!

M . Schaferhund sl ans the door.

JACK
Auf W eder sehen.

EXT. CHARLESWORTH S HOUSE - DAY (1981)

Jack knocks on a subscriber's front door. MARTHA
CHARLESWORTH, 14, with large rim gl asses, answers.

MARTHA
(wth a huge smle on her face)
Hi !
JACK
H. |I'"'mhere to collect.
MARTHA
(yel l'i ng)

Mom the paperboy's here to collect.
MRS. CHARLESWORTH cones to the door

MRS. CHARLESWORTH
H Jack. Wn't you cone in?

JACK
Thanks Ms. Charlesworth, but |'d
better not. Lots of hones to visit
t oday.

MRS. CHARLESWORTH
Oh, don't be silly. You cone right in,
and 1'Il get you sone mlk and
cooki es.

| NT. CHARLESWORTH S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY (1981)

Jack sits down on the couch. Martha sits next to himand
stares at himwth a big smle. Alove song, circa 1981,
pl ays on a vinyl record.

Ms. Charlesworth returns.



As Jack rides away,

MRS. CHARLESWORTH
(handi ng Jack cookies and m | k)
Here you go. Nothing but the best for
our favorite paperboy, right Martha?

MARTHA
Yes, nother.

MRS. CHARLESWORTH
Martha tells ne the school dance is
com ng up. Perhaps you two could go
t oget her.

JACK
(gaggi ng on his cookie)
Oh ny gosh, look at the tinme. |
apol ogi ze, |'ve got to go. Thank you
so much for the mlk and cookies.

MRS. CHARLESWCORTH

So soon? Don't forget about our little

chat .

JACK
OCh, | won't Ms. Charlesworth. |
won' t .

I NT. WNTERS HOUSE - N GHT ( PRESENT DAY)

EXT.

JACK
Yeah, definitely a good thing you
don't have to collect from each
customer, son

W NTERS' HOUSE - DAWN - ESTABLI SHI NG

| NT. BEN S BEDROOM

It's pouring rain.

Stacey wal ks in.

STACEY
Ri se and shi ne, ki ddo.

BEN
Any chance you can drive me on ny
paper route today?

46.

Mart ha runs after himand waves goodbye.

DI SSCLVE TQO

Ben struggles to wake up as al arm sounds.
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STACEY
Sorry, | have to prepare for a listing
presentation. Make sure to wear a
rai ncoat .
BEN
W live in Arizona. | don't have a
rai ncoat!
STACEY
You'll have to use your father's old
one. | think it's collecting dust

sonmewhere in our closet.

BEN
And how am | supposed to keep the
papers dry? It's pouring outside!

STACEY

Don't you have any plastic covers?
BEN

No.
STACEY

Maybe just drop 'emon the front
porch. Up and at 'em

EXT. LITCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - MORNI NG

Ben delivers newspaper in Jack's over-sized raincoat. He
squints as rain pelts his face.

A delivery truck splashes through a | arge puddle as it passes
Ben. It covers himin water.

BEN
(yelling in frustration)
Thanks a | ot, buddy!

Ben rides up a subscriber's long driveway and drops the paper
off at the front porch.

BEN
This is going to take forever. There's
gotta be a better way.

Ben thinks about it and then smles. At the next subscriber's
house Ben puts the newspaper in the mail box.
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EXT. LITCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - DAY

The MAILMAN arrives at the sane mail box and di scovers the
newspaper in the box. MIdly irritated, the Ml man squeezes
the mail into the box wth the newspaper.

The Mailman arrives at a 2nd nmail box with a newspaper. More
irritated, the mailman pulls the newspaper out of the mail box
and drops it on the ground, as if by accident.

MAI LMAN
(1 aughi ng)
Qops.

The Mailman arrives at a 3rd mail box with a newspaper. Very
irritated, the Mailman rips the newspaper out of the box and
tears it to pieces.

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. W NTERS HOUSE
St acey knocks on Ben's bedroom door.

STACEY
Ben?

BEN
Yeah Monf?

STACEY
Open up

Ben opens the door.

STACEY
(hol di ng up her phone)
| have two voice mails fromthe
Ari zona Sun

BEN
Voi ce mai | s? What about ?

STACEY
Maybe you can tell ne! Some of your
custoners called to conpl ai n about
soaked newspapers.

BEN
That's strange. | put the papers in
the mail box so they wouldn't get wet.
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STACEY
Mai | box? Well, that explains why one
of the newspapers was found shredded
in the street. Ben, you can't put the
newspaper in the mailbox. It's
illegal.

BEN
(bewi | der ed)
Whuh?

EXT. LI TCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - MORNI NG
The Mailman sits in his mail truck near one of the hones on

Ben' s paper route. Wien Ben arrives the mail nman gets out of
his truck as Ben tosses a newspaper onto the driveway.

MAI LMAN
(yel l'ing)
Hey! | need to have a word with you.

Ben stops. The Mail man wal ks toward Ben and slips in a nud
puddle. He falls flat on his back. Ben cringes.

MAI LMAN
(standing up angrily)
That's it!
BEN

You're blamng nme for that?
The Mail man angrily wal ks toward Ben.

BEN
That woul d be a yes.

Ben takes off on his bike.

MAI LMVAN
Hey! Get back here!

The Mail man gets back in his truck and the tires screech as
he sl anms on the gas pedal. Ben rides his bi ke down the
sidewal k as fast as he can. The Miilman drives parallel to
hi m
MAI LMAN
(taking his eyes off the road)
We need to tal k, paperboy!

The Mail man | ooks ahead again and sees geese crossing the
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street. He swerves and | oses control of the truck. He drives
off the street and into a water hazard at the Wgwam Resort
ol f Course. The truck is half subnerged in water. The
Mai |l man | owers his forehead onto the steering wheel.

MAI LMAN
Onh boy.

Ben wat ches from across the street as RANGER RI CK approaches
the water hazard in his golf cart. The Miil man wades out of
the water hazard. Letters & packages float around him

Ranger Ri ck shakes his head and fidgets with a toothpick in
his nmouth. He gets out of his cart and notices a dirt spot on
his cart hood, so he takes a cloth and cleans it off. He
smles and takes a selfie with the hal f-subnerged truck.

MAI LVAN
(1 ooki ng at Ranger Rick)
Real | y?
EXT. JACK S CAR - DAY

Jack and Ben drive to the Arizona Sun office. A song fromthe
70" s plays on the radio.

BEN
Do you think the manager is going to
fire me?

JACK

Fire you? Over a few wet papers?
don't think so.

BEN
Then why did he ask you to cone with
me to his office?

JACK
| don't know son, but we'll find out
soon.

BEN
Can we take a break from your nmnusic,
Dad?

JACK

This song's a cl assic!
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Jack starts singing along with the nusic and then gl ances
over at Ben. Ben has a | ook of pain on his face.

JACK
Al right, all right.

Ben connects his smart phone and plays the song of a popul ar
present day group.

JACK
Haven't heard you play this before.
BEN
Just downl oaded it. Renenber, I'min
busi ness now. |'ve got sone spending
cash!
JACK
Just make sure you're saving sone of
those profits for college! | spent way

too nmuch noney on cassette tapes and
8-tracks when | was your age.

DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. WH TE TANK MOUNTAI N REG ONAL PARK - DAY (1981)

Jack sits in the passenger seat of a pickup truck and hol ds
an 8-track tape in his hands. JACK S DAD drives as the CBS
news radi o sounder plays (STOCK).

JACK
Dad, can we play -

Jack's Dad puts his hand up to silence Jack. News plays about
the Dow Jones Industrial Average, average gasoline price, and
average nortgage rates (STOCK). Jack's Dad flinches as he
hears the nunbers.

JACK' S DAD
Sorry, son. Just had to hear how the
mar ket ' s doi ng.

JACK
Can we play sone nusic now?

JACK' S DAD
You bet! Slap it in there!

Jack inserts the 8-track tape. There is a | oud hissing sound
before nusic starts.



52.

SONG
"Drivin' My Life Away" by Eddi e Rabbit
or other song circa 1981

Scene switches to an aerial view of the truck and surroundi ng
nmount ai ns as mnusi ¢ plays. Jack and Jack's Dad nod their heads
up and down to the beat of the nusic and sing along. 8-track
tape clicks slowly to the next track in the mddle of the
song, causing a pause in the nusic. Jack and Jack's Dad stop
noddi ng/ si ngi ng, seeni ngly unphased by the pause, then start
noddi ng/ si ngi ng agai n when nusi c resunes.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. JACK S CAR - DAY (PRESENT DAY)
JACK
(talking to hinself)

Man | m ss that hissing sound.

I NT. ARI ZONA SUN OFFI CE

MANAGER
(shaki ng hands)
Hel | o Ben.
BEN
Hello sir.
MANAGER

(shaki ng hands)
M. Wnters. Pl ease have a seat.

JACK
So, to what do we owe the privilege?

MANAGER
We got sone conplaints the other day
about wet newspapers. One even said
t heir paper was ripped up.

BEN
Sir, I can explain --

MANAGER

(hol di ng his hand up)
No need. It's not the first time we've
had a run-in with the Mail man. As for
t he wet papers,

(placing a bundl e of plastic

sl eeves on the desk)

( MORE)



MANAGER ( CONT' D)
| assune all papers will be delivered
dry fromhere on out. Safe assunption?

BEN
Yes, sir.
MANAGER
Wet newspapers aside, | asked you and

your dad to stop by today to tell you
in person how inpressed |I've been with
t he nunber of new subscribers you' ve
si gned up

JACK
That's ny boy.

MANACER
Ben, thanks to your success, |'ve
decided to hire additional paperboys
and would like you to train them If
they' re as successful as you are, it
will bode very well for this
newspaper. And of course, |I'll include
a bonus to you! Wat do you say?

BEN
Sounds good to ne!

MANACER
(standi ng to shake their hands)
You' ve got a great son here, M.
Wnters. He's making a difference.

JACK
(standing to | eave)
Li ke father, |ike son.
MANAGER
(patting Jack's back and rolling
hi s eyes)

O course.
EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

I NT. - M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCOL CLASSROOM - DAY

MR. TUTTLE
(passing out test results)
Ms. Niceler . . . well done. M. Quast

no comment. Ms. Parry .
( MORE)
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MR TUTTLE ( CONT' D)
superb. M. Wnters . . . nmaking
progr ess.

Surprised, Ben | ooks at his grade of B- and does a fist punp.

BEN
Yes!

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL TRACK - DAY

Ben and cl assmates stand at the start line for a quarter mile
race around the track.

GYM TEACHER
On your mark. Get set -

Gym Teacher blows the whistle. Ben finishes the race in the
m ddl e of the pack. The students dressed in fatigues cone in
| ast .

GYM TEACHER
Not bad Wnters, not bad. \Watever
you' re drinking, keep drinking it!

Gym Teacher turns toward Rol fe and the other students wearing
fatigues.

GYM TEACHER
And you guys. You call yourselves
Marines? Drop and give ne twenty!

ROLFE
But coach -

GYM TEACHER
Make it twenty-five

Ben turns and sees Ashley in the distance with sone
girlfriends.

DI SSOLVE TO
Ben daydreans of coming in first place, passing Roger just
before the finish line. After the race, Ashley runs past
Roger to give Ben a fist punp as others appl aud.

DI SSOLVE TO

Ben | ooks at Ashley. She |laughs and smles as she talks with
Roger. Ben sl ouches in disappointnent. Rico approaches Ben
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after conpleting push-ups.

Rl CO
So, do you really |like being a
paper boy?

BEN

At first | couldn't stand it. But once
| got sone custonmers and started
earning noney it felt really good.

RI CO
And it's getting you into shape. Not a
bad run out there.

BEN
Thanks. Hey, would you be interested
in becom ng a paperboy?

Rl CO
Me? No way. Rolfe would kill ne.

BEN
Vell, let me know if you change your
m nd. The newspaper's hiring nore

paper boys.
Ri co | ooks at Ben, appearing to seriously consider the idea.
I NT. JACK' S OFFI CE - DAY

Jack studies a presentation at his desk. Bobby pops his head
t hrough t he door.

BOBBY
Wor ki ng | ate agai n?

JACK
Yeah, |'ve got to finish this
presentation. Big neeting tonorrow
wth el jefe.

BOBBY
Well, don't forget to have a life. You
know, spend sone tinme with the famly,
wal k the dog .

JACK

(1 ooking at his watch)
Oh ny gosh, ny daughter's track neet!
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BOBBY
Not good Jack. If anyone shoul d be
staying late it's ne. Single guy, no
prospects, not even a dog to wal k.

Jack stands up, putting his presentation in a folder.

JACK
You know what? You're right.

BOBBY
Well that's insulting.

JACK
(hol di ng fol der out)
Can you finish tweaking this
presentation for ne?

BOBBY
Actually, I"'moutta hear. Don't stay
too | ate!

Bobby qui ckly | eaves Jack's office. Jack follows with the
presentation folder in hand. Bobby turns to | ook back down
the hallway and Jack is running after him

JACK
Bobby!
BOBBY
Crimny!
Bobby runs.

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL TRACK - DAY

Jack runs toward Becky and the track team as they wal k away
fromthe track

JACK
|'"'mso sorry honey. Traffic was awful
t oday.
BECKY
The traffic excuse? Really?
JACK
|"msorry. | was getting ready for a

presentation and | ost track of tine.
No pun intended. How d the neet go?
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BECKY
Cone to the next one and you won't
have to ask.

JACK
Fai r enough.

EXT. GRAMVA LEE'S HOUSE - MORNI NG

Ben approaches Gramma Lee's house and notices a For Sale sign
in the front yard.

BEN
Ch no.

A full glass of mlk is on the porch table along with a note
"I''"'mawake, Ben. Please knock." Ben drinks sone of the
m | k, grimaces, and knocks on the front door.

GRAMVA LEE
Good norni ng Ben.

BEN
H G anma Lee. Are you novi ng?

GRAMVA LEE
Yes, dagnabbit. Those kids of m ne say
it's tinme | nove into a care hone.
Frankly, ny |legs agree, so I'mafraid
| " m out nunber ed.

BEN
"1l mss you.

GRAMVA LEE
Mss nme? Don't tell me you're going to
stop delivering that paper just
because |I' m novi ng. That care center's
only a 1/2 mle fromhere, and |
expect you to bring nme ny paper.

BEN
You got it!

GRAMVA LEE
But can you bring it in the afternoon?
This early bird thing is a bit nuch at
my age, and | like to see ny paperboy!

BEN
No probl em
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GRAMVA LEE
Good. Now finish up that goat m| k!

Ben gives a concerned | ook.

| NT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

I nstrument al bossa nova type nusic plays. Ben pushes shopping
cart as Stacey dances to the nmusic and fills the shopping

cart. Ben grabs several junk food itens as they wal k and
pl aces themin the cart w thout Stacey noticing.

BEN
Mom pl ease.
STACEY
(danci ng)
| don't know why peopl e knock grocery
store nmusic. | love this stuff.

A CROCERY STORE WORKER, 50s or 60s, stocks shelves at the end
of the aisle. He | ooks at Stacey with a disturbed | ook. Ben

| owers his head onto the shopping cart handle to hide his
face. He lifts his head.

BEN
Can | ask you a girl question?
STACEY
A girl question?
BEN
Well, there's this girl | |ike at
school, and, well, there's a school

dance com ng up

STACEY
(continuing to shop)
And?

BEN
| want to ask her to the dance, but |
guess I'mnot sure if she likes ne or
not. I nean, she's nice to ne and all,
but she hangs out with one of the
football players a |ot.

STACEY
So you' ve got sone conpetition?
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BEN
Yeah, sone big conpetition.
STACEY
Well, you can sit at home worrying

about whet her or not she |ikes you, or
you can ask her to the dance and see
what happens.

BEN
But what if she says no?

STACEY
Then your life's ruined.

Ben gi ves a shocked | ook.

STACEY
I m ki ddi ng. |'m ki ddi ng.

Stacey & Ben go past the G ocery Wrker and down t he next
ai sle. The Grocery Wrker checks to nake sure no one is
| ooki ng and dances to the nusic as he stocks shel ves.

Stacey gets to the check out Iine and notices all of the junk
food as she unl oads the shopping cart.

STACEY
What's all this?
BEN
It's confort food in case Ashley says
no.
STACEY
Nice try.

St acey shakes her head and hands all of the junk food itens
to Ben until he can barely hold them

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCL - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. CAFETERI A

A |l arge poster for the school dance is on the wall. Ben
stares at the poster as he and Rico sit down for |unch. Ben
searches for Ashley on the other side of the cafeteria and
spots her sitting by Roger. Rico tracks Ben's eyes.

RI CO
The school dance? You and Ashl ey? Keep
( MORE)
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Rl CO ( CONT' D)
dream n' Ben

BEN
(dazed)
Ckay, | will.

Rol fe & Johnny approach Ben & Rico's table.

ROLFE
Well, if it isn't the two paperboys. |
heard you've joined ranks with Ben. Is
that true Rico?

Rl CO
Yeah, what about it?

ROLFE
VWhat about it? Now we're two pl ayers
down in Arnor War. \Were are your
priorities, dude?

Rl CO
Earni ng sonme noney sounded |i ke a good
i dea. Maybe you should try it.

Rol fe | aughs and | ooks at Johnny. He nockingly pretends to
ride a bi ke and t hrow newspapers.

ROLFE
H, M. Nelson, here's your paper. Hey
Ms. Ceaver, it's coupon day! Not
gonna happen!

Rolfe flips Rico's food tray into his |ap.

ROLFE
Qops. Better clean that up, paperboy.

Ashl ey turns to | ook at Ben. Ben grabs his |asagna and throws
it at the back of Rolfe's head as Rol fe wal ks away. Rolfe
slowy turns around and stares at Ben. The other students in
the cafeteria stare in silence for a few seconds.

ROLFE
(yel 1'i ng)

Everyone screans and throws food. Ashley folds her arns and
shakes her head in disapproval. Sone food hits the side of
her face. Frustrated, Ashley stands up and joins the fight.
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CAFETERI A SERVER
|'ve been waiting ten years for this.

The CAFETERI A SERVER, 40s, junps over the service counter and
throws neatballs by the handful. The Principal arrives.

PRI NCI PAL
That' s enough!

The food fight continues unhindered. The Principal ducks and
| eans back as food flies at himfromevery direction.

CAFETERI A SERVER
(l ooking at the Principal's
maneuver s)
| mpr essi ve!

Food flies onto the Principals suit & tie. Aggravated, he

| ooks down, then slowy | ooks back up as spaghetti sauce
flies right into his face. The Principal slowy drags both
hands down his eyes and face to renove the sauce. The
Cafeteria Server hides behind the service counter and hol ds
t he spaghetti sauce | adle.

PRI NCI PAL

(yelling)
| said that's enough!

The cafeteria becones quiet. Everyone freezes in position and
| ooks at the Principal.

PRI NCI PAL
Who started it?
(beat)

| said, who started it?

One by one the students point at Ben and Rolfe until everyone
points toward them Ben and Rolfe point at each other.

PRI NCI PAL
You two! My office, NOW

I NT. PRI NCI PAL' S OFFI CE

PRI NCI PAL
Talk to ne.

ROLFE
| was wal ki ng away from Ben's table
and he threw his lunch at ne.
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BEN
Only after he flipped a food tray into
Rico's | ap!

ROLFE
Poor Rico. You Paperboys need to
t oughen up.

PRI NCI PAL
Paper boys? | used to be a Paperboy,
and |'d say they can be pretty tough.

ROLFE
(under his breath)

Fi gur es.

PRI NCI PAL
VWhat was that?

ROLFE
| said figures, you' re so tough and
all.

PRI NCI PAL
Al'l right, 1've heard enough. You're
bot h assigned KP Duty for the rest of
the day, and I'lIl throw in a week of

detention for good neasure.

BEN

But Principal Porter, he started -
PRI NCI PAL

That will be all.

Rol fe and Ben | eave the office. The Principal follows themto
t he door.

PRI NCI PAL
No nmore slip ups!
(gesturing a small gap between his
t hunb and i ndex finger)
You're both this close to being
expel | ed.

EXT. LI TCHFI ELD PARK, AZ - DAY
Ben rides his bike with a clipboard and newspaper shoul der

bag. Rolfe and Johnny suddenly appear behind himon their
bi kes.
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ROLFE
Let's settle this Wnters. Of the
bi ke!

Ben pedals faster as Rolfe and Johnny fall behind & are

qui ckly out of breath. Ben | ooks behind himand smles, but
in doing so he veers off the sidewal k and into some bushes.
He holds his clipboard up in front of himas Rolfe and Johnny
appr oach.

J OHNNY
(sarcastically)
Oh no, the paperboy has a defl ector

shi el d.
BEN

Come on guys. Let's talk about this.
ROLFE

You shoul d have never nessed with ne

Wnters.
EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. LI VI NG ROOM

Ben lies on the sofa with ice over his left eye. Stacey cones
over and sits by him She lifts the ice patch to reveal a
bl ack eye.

STACEY
| still think we should get you in to
see the doctor.

BEN
Doctor? I'lIl be fine.

STACEY
Al right. But if | don't see signs of
i nprovenent soon, the doctor it is.

Agr eed?
BEN
Agr eed.
(beat)
Monf
STACEY

Yeah ki ddo?



BEN
| wanna quit the paper route.

STACEY
Qit?
(pointing to black eye)
Because of this?

BEN
Yeah. Plus, I'mtired of waking up
early, and | mss playing video ganes
with nmy friends.

STACEY
Isn'"t one of those "friends" the very
person that gave you this black eye?
thi nk you may want to reeval uate who
your true friends are, Ben.
(beat)

Do you really want to let a bully
deci de what you can and can't do?

BEN
O course not.
STACEY
Then don't quit. You'll survive the

early nmornings, and |I'm sure you'l
find sone tinme to play video ganes

hopefully with sonme real friends.
But pl ease, can you find sonme ganes
that are less violent?

BEN
(somewhat in agreenent)
Arnmor War can get a little gruesone.

STACEY
Alittle?

Jack enters.

JACK
Good news. | found that eye patch
was telling you about.

BEN
You' ve gotta be kidding nme. You want
me to wear that?
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JACK
My friend, I'd say you'll ook a |ot
better with it than without it right
now.

STACEY

|'"d have to agree.

BEN
They're going to call me Captain Hook!

Stacey holds her smart phone in front of Ben's face so he can
see his bl ack eye.

BEN
(reaching for patch)
Yeah, the patch

EXT. ROLFE' S HOUSE - NI GHT

RCOLFE' S DAD, 50s, pulls into the driveway of his nodest hone
in a white delivery van

I NT. ROLFE' S HOUSE

Rol fe plays Arnmor War with a gam ng headset on in the Living
Room Rolfe's Dad enters and surveys the room The house is a
ness.

ROLFE' S DAD
Your mom would roll over in her grave
if she saw how we kept this place.

Rolfe is too engrossed in his game to respond.

ROLFE' S DAD
What | evel are you on, son?

Rol fe holds up his hand to silence his dad. He doesn't take
his eyes off the screen.

ROLFE
(talking to fellow players)
It's an anbush. Take cover, take
cover!

Rol fe's man gets shot.
ROLFE

(throw ng the gane controller down)
" m shot !
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ROLFE' S DAD
Easy, son. Easy. You'll get 'em next
time.

ROLFE

(raising his headset mc)
Maybe. But we're down two nen now t hat
Ben and Ri co have becone paperboys.

ROLFE S DAD
Paper boys? For what newspaper?

ROLFE
Sanme one you deliver for Dad. | don't
get it. Wiy is the newspaper hiring
paper boys when they already have you?

ROLFE' S DAD
That's a good question. A very good
guesti on.

EXT. BUS STOP - DAY

Becky gets on the bus followed by Ben. He stares at ot her
students nmenacingly with his eye patch on as he wal ks sl owy
down the aisle. The students stare back in fear. After a few
seconds of silence one of the boys speaks up.

BOY I N BUS
(with a gruff pirate accent)
Ahoy matey. Wl cone aboard.

(O S.) Oher students |augh as bus drives off.
EXT. PI CKLEBALL COURTS - DAY

Duffel bag inprinted with a German Shepard and t he nane
Schaferhund is in view. MR SCHAFERHUND and MRS. SCHAFERHUND
now in their 80s, wear head sweat bands and play pickleball.
Rolfe's Dad pulls up in his white delivery van and gets out.
He has a plastic water bottle in his hand and drinks the
remai ni ng wat er.

MRS. SCHAFERHUND
Good norning son. Did you finally
decide to take up pickleball?

ROLFE' S DAD
Not exactly.



M. Schaf erhund catches the pickl ebal

pl ay.

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
Vhat's goi ng on?

ROLFE S DAD
Rol f e says the newspaper has started
hiring paperboys agai n.

MR SCHAFERHUND
Vhat are you tal ki ng about ?

MR SCHAFERHUND
Did you get fired?

ROLFE' S DAD
Not yet, but if they keep hiring
paper boys ny days may be nunbered.
They' ve hired R co Hernandez and that
Wnters kid.

MR. SCHAFERHUND
Vinters? Jack Vinters' son?

Rol fe's Dad nods.

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
Let nme get this straight. Not only did
Jack Vinters steal your paper route,
but now, DECADES LATER, his son is
trying to do the sane? Ve cannot | et
t hat happen. Do you know how many dogs
| trained trying to renove Jack
Vinters from power?

ROLFE' S DAD
Seriously? From power?

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
| put together quite the dog force
back in the day.

EXT. GRAVEL PIT - N GHT (1981)

Six cars and pickup trucks forma parti al
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in his hand and stops

DI SSCLVE TO

circle with their

headl i ghts on. Several dogs such as Gernman Shepherds,
Doberman Pinschers, Pit Bulls, and Rottweilers are being |et
| oose to attack dunm es that are propped up on bicycles and
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shoul deri ng newspaper bags. M. Schaferhund and ot her nen,
40s, encourage and cheer on their dogs.

SUPER Phoeni x, Arizona 1981
DI SSOLVE TGO
EXT. PI CKLEBALL COURTS - DAY ( PRESENT DAY)

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
(trying to crush a pickleball bal

i n his hand)
You just leave it to ne. | vill crush
hi m
ROLFE S DAD

(handing M. Schaferhund the enpty
wat er bottle)
Here, try this Pops.

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
(slowy crushing the water bottle)
Ya.

ROLFE' S DAD
(speaking to hinself)
This shoul d be interesting.

EXT. SCHAFERHUND S HOUSE - MORNI NG

Ben wears an eye patch and rides his bike on the paper route.
M. Schaferhund sits in a rocking chair on his front porch.
He holds a side gate renote control in his hand. Ben rides
past and | ooks at M. Schaferhund.

M. Schaf erhund pushes the renote control. It opens the side
gate to let the German Shepherd out. The dog barks and chases
Ben.

As the dog approaches Ben turns his head around and stares at
the dog nenacingly. The dog fears the eye patch and whi npers
as he runs away. M. Schaferhund stands up and cl enches his
fists in frustration.

EXT. CARE CENTER - DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG

| NT. CARE CENTER - GRAMMA LEE' S ROOM

Ben wears the eye patch and enters, followed by Jack. G anmma
Lee knits in her wheelchair.



BEN
H, Gamma |ee. | brought a surprise
for you.

GRAMVA LEE
Qoh, | like surprises.

(seeing Ben's eye patch)
Is it Hall oween already?

BEN
(1 aughi ng)
No. The surprise is behind ne.

Squinting, Granma Lee tries to see who it is.

JACK
Hey, Gramma Lee, how are you?

GRAMVA LEE
Jack, is that you?

JACK
Yes. So good to see you.

GRAMVA LEE
Conme cl oser.

Jack wal ks up to her wheel chair.

CGRAMVA LEE
(nmotioning with her finger)
CLOSER!

Jack |iens down toward her face.
GRAMVA LEE

(pi nching his cheeks)
By golly it is you. Good to see you

Jack. I'd offer you sone | enpnade,
(whi speri ng)
but the | enonade here i s horrendous.
JACK
No worries.

Jack grabs the handl es of the wheel chair.

JACK
We t hought you'd like to go for a
wal k. How about sone fresh air?

69.
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GRAMVA LEE
Oh yes, please! And | want the ful
story on Ben's eye patch!

Jack pushes Gramma Lee toward the door.
| NT. SCHAFERHUND S HOUSE - DAY

MR.  SCHAFERHUND

(on phone)
Hel | o, CARM NE? Get the boys together.
Ve have a paperboy probl em again.

(beat)
Ya, | knowit's been a long tine, but
my son's paper route is in jeopardy.
Just have the boys bring their dogs to
t he usual spot tonorrow night for
trai ni ng.

EXT. KARATE SCHOOL - DAY

Ben wears the eye patch and rides his bike past a mannequin
in a karate suit outside a karate school. He turns around and

goes back to the mannequi n.

Ben stares at the mannequin for a noment and gets off his

bi ke. He starts to do sonme karate noves in front of it, as if
it were his opponent. The KARATE SCHOOL OWNER, dressed in
karate attire, wal ks out.

KARATE SCHOCL OWNER
Not bad, not bad, if your opponent is
a mannequi n. What's your nane ki d?

BEN
Ben Wnters.

KARATE SCHOOL OWNER
So Ben, what's got you interested in
the martial arts?

Ben points to his eye patch.

KARATE SCHOOL OWNER
| thought that m ght have sonething to
dowith it. Cone onin and let's get
you signed up

BEN
Oh, | don't think ny parents will want
to pay for karate | essons.
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KARATE SCHOOL OWNER

(pulling up Ben's eye patch)
Wth that shiner I'mpretty sure they
will. Let's go inside and give thema
call. | can prom se you that once you
mast er sone defensive techni ques you
won't be needing that eye patch
anynore.

BEN
| Iike the sound of that.

Ben and Karate School Owner go inside.
EXT. GRAVEL PIT - N GHT

Six senior citizens, 80s, arrive in their cars (Buicks,
Cadillacs, and Lincolns). M. Schaferhund | ooks into the
headl i ghts with a smle. He has his German Shepherd on a

| eash and a dummry behi nd hi m shoul deri ng a newspaper bag and
propped up on a bicycle. Carmne gets out of his car first
with a German Shepherd puppy.

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
Carm ne. You're joking vight?

CARM NE
Sorry, boss. Lucy's 15 years old so |
had to bring in a fresh recruit.

HANK gets out of his car with a couple of cats.

MR. SCHAFERHUND
Cats?

HANK
Don't be fool ed. These cats are nean.

O her nmen get out of their cars - one with a Shih Tzu,

anot her with a Dachshund, and another with a Beagle. The nen
rel ease their pets and encourgage themto attack the dummy.
M. Schaferhund throws up his hands.

The dogs sniff and lick the dummy. The cats hiss and chase
the dogs. A big dog's shadow appears fromthe headlights. M.
Schaf erhund smiles and turns around. KEVIN stands in front of
his car with a huge Saint Bernard. M. Schaferhund puts his
hand to his forehead.

KEVI N
At | east he's big.
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| NT. / EXT. ROLFE' S DAD S DELI VERY VAN - MORNI NG
Rol fe's Dad answers his phone and delivers newspapers.

ROLFE' S DAD
Hey Pops.
(beat)
The paperboy's eye patch scared your
dog? That's all you' ve got?

Rolfe's Dad throws a newspaper out the wi ndow onto a | awn
just as the sprinklers start.

ROLFE' S DAD

Thanks for trying Pops.

(beat)
" mworried about ny job too. But you
know what? | give nmy custoners top
notch service. That should count for
sonet hing, right?

(beat)
Listen, | gotta go. My burrito's
getting cold. Later Pops.

Rolfe's Dad throws anot her newspaper out the w ndow w t hout
even | ooki ng. The newspaper |ands on top of the trunk of a
BMWN activating the car's alarm Rolfe's Dad shows no
concern. He picks up his breakfast burrito off the dashboard
and takes another bite.

DI SSCLVE TO
SERI ES OF SHOTS

A)Ben | earns the basics of karate fromthe Karate School
Onwner .

B) Ben practices karate in his bedroom Becky passes by the
doorway and gi ves a strange | ook.

C) Ben's bl ack eye has heal ed and he no | onger wears an eye
patch. Dressed in a karate uniform he has a practice karate
mat ch wi th anot her student and gets side kicked in the
stomach. He drops to the floor as Karate School Oaner w nces.

D) Ben practices karate noves and exercises, such as junp rope
and push ups.

E) Ben has a practice karate match with anot her student and
scores a point. The Karate School Omer nods his head in
approval .



73.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. COVPANY BOARD ROOM

The President and OTHER COVPANY OFFI CERS sit at a table as
Jack finishes his presentation.

JACK
Bottomline, if we take the steps |'ve
outlined today, | project a 10% boost

in profits next quarter.
The President and the G her Oficers appl aud.

COMPANY PRESI DENT
Vel |l done Jack. Let's hope you're
right.

The Oher Oficers start exiting. Jack gathers his
present ati on paperworKk.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Say Jack, a few of us are headi ng over
to The Wgwam Resort for nine hol es of
golf after work. Why don't you join
us?

JACK
|'d love to, sir.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Great! But please, call me John.

JACK
You got it Johnny.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
John.

Jack nods and gives a thunbs up.
| NT. BOBBY' S CUBI CLE
Bobby sits at his desk watching an epi sode of The Brady Bunch

on his smart phone while eating a deli neatball sandwi ch with
all the fixings.
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BOBBY
(1 aughi ng)
Far out.

Jack's head pops up around the corner of the cubicle.

JACK
Hey Bobby.

Startl ed, Bobby quickly flips the phone face down onto the
desk and scranbles to nmute the volune as The Brady Bunch
still plays.

JACK
Late | unch?

BOBBY
(with nouth half full)
Yeah, yeah, just grabbin' a quick bite
and catching up on the news.

JACK
Sounds good. Just wanted to say thanks
again for sprucing up that
presentation for ne.

BOBBY
How d the neeting go?

JACK
Very well. Get this - the boss invited
me for golf this afternoon

BOBBY
You | ucky son of a gun. CGuess it's a
good thing you didn't have to run off
to anot her track neet today.

Jack | ooks stunned.

BOBBY
Let nme guess. Your daughter has a
track neet today. You prom sed her
you' d be there, and now you're doubl e
booked.

Jack slowy nods with a blank | ook on his face.

BOBBY
Good | uck working that out, Jack.



JACK
Thanks. 'l let you get back to the
Brady Bunch.

BOBBY
Yeah, right. Very funny.

Jack | eaves and Bobby resunes wat chi ng The Brady Bunch.
| NT. COWPANY PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE
Jack knocks on the door.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Cone in.

JACK
John?

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Jack. Long tinme no see.

JACK
| apol ogize, I"'mnot going to be able
to join you for golf today.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Was it sonething | said? | nean, if
you really want to call ne Johnny,

maybe for you I'Il let it slide.
JACK

Ch, no, no, no, it's not that. It's

uhhh .

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Spit it out JACK

JACK
| forgot today was ny daughter's track
nmeet, and | really need to be there.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
So your telling me that your
daughter's track neet takes priority
over golf with the conpany's
presi dent ?

JACK
Sorry, sir.
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COVPANY PRESI DENT
Just messing with you Jack. No need to
apol ogi ze. 1'mglad you' ve got your
priorities straight.

JACK
Thank you, sir.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Well, what are you waiting for? You'd
better not mss that neet!

JACK
Yes, sir.

Jack runs out the door.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
And stop calling ne sir!

EXT. CARE CENTER - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
| NT. CARE CENTER

Ben wal ks into the care center to deliver the newspaper to
Granma Lee and passes the RECEPTI ONI ST.

BEN
Hell o Ms. Heinze.

RECEPTI ONI ST
(concer ned)
H Ben. Can you wait here for a
nmoment ?

BEN
(surprised)
Ckay. Sure.

The Receptioni st | eaves and cones back with the NURSE. The
Nurse slowl y approaches Ben, drops her head for a nonent, and
| ooks back at Ben.

BEN
| s Granma Lee okay?

NURSE
|'"'mso sorry, Ben. She passed away
[ ast night.

Ben tries to contain his enptions as tears run down his
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cheeks. The Nurse conforts himw th a hug.

NURSE

(softly placing her hands on Ben's

shoul der s)
She just adored you, Ben. Her eyesight
got so bad of |late that she couldn't
even read, but she still insisted on
getting the newspaper delivered. You
brought a smle to her face every day.

(beat)
Thank you.

DI SSOLVE TO
SERI ES OF SHOTS
A) Ben neets Granma Lee
B) G anma Lee smiles as Ben drinks a glass of mlk

C) Granma Lee waters flowers on front porch, spraying Ben with
the hose as he rides away

D) At the care center, G amma Lee sits in a wheel chair and
sm | es as Ben hands her the newspaper and Jack | ooks on. She
pi nches Ben's cheeks and notions for Jack to cone cl oser,

pi nching his cheeks.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS
DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL TRACK - DAY

Becky stretches and does warm ups on the track near the start
for the last leg of the quarter mle relay. She gl ances
around in search of her parents and shakes her head in

di sappoi ntnent as the race starts.

TRACK OFFI Cl AL
Runners take your nmark. Set -

The Track Oficial fires the start gun. Becky | ooks up again
and sees Jack and Stacy near the finish Iine. They smle and
wave. Becky sm | es back

Becky's teamis in 3rd place as she takes the baton from her
t eamat e.
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STACEY
Cone on Becky!

JACK
Gve it all you've got!

Becky gradual ly makes her way to 2nd place, then into first
pl ace. Jack & Stacey grab each others arns, junp up and down
and scream as Becky approaches the finish Iine. The Track
Oficial stares at themincredul ously and shakes his head.

Becky is distracted by her parents celebration and trips
right before the finish line. Jack & Stacey stare in shock.
Becky gets back up and finishes in 4th place. Becky |inps
over to her parents.

STACEY
Are you okay ki ddo?

BECKY
| think so, just a little scraped up
is all.

JACK
Great job, Becky. Way to finish out
t he race.

BECKY

Mom Dad, | appreciate you com ng, but
can you bring it down a notch? If you
hadn't distracted ne, we would have
won the race!

Stacey and Jack go silent and | ook at each other in surprise,
then turn back to Becky.

STACEY AND JACK
(stated quickly, as if no big deal)
kay.

EXT. W GMM RESORT GOLF COURSE - DAY
The President prepares to tee off as two ot her enpl oyees,

EMPLOYEE #1 and EMPLOYEE #2, and Bobby | ook on. Bobby speaks
just as the Conpany President pulls back to sw ng.

BOBBY
Thanks again for letting me fill in
for Jack. | rrrreally appreciate it.

The Conpany President msses the ball conpletely and stares
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at Bobby.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Don't nmention it.

BOBBY
Looks Ii ke you took your eye off the
ball on that one.

Enpl oyee #1 and Enpl oyee #2 frantically use a variety of
gestures to warn Bobby to be quiet. Bobby gives a thunbs up
t hat he under st ands.

Bobby reaches into a bag of potato chips. He nmunches |oudly
on chips as the Conpany President is about to take another
SW ng.

The Conpany President turns slowy and gi ves Bobby a stern

| ook. Bobby freezes with his nmouth full. The Conpany
President swings and hits the ball straight down the fairway.
Enpl oyee #1 and Enpl oyee #2 appl aud.

EMPLOYEE #1
Ni ce shot, John.

EMPLOYEE #2
Ri ght down the pike.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
Thank you gentl eman. You're up Bobby.

BOBBY
Batter up.

COMPANY PRESI DENT
(l ooking at the two ot her

enpl oyees)
Batter up?

Bobby places his ball on the tee and crouches behind it, as
if he is going to putt instead of drive.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
For crying out |oud, you' re not
putting here Bobby, you're driving the
ball. Stand up and get on with it!

BOBBY
Sorry, first tinme. Just renenber
seeing that on TW.
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COVPANY PRESI DENT
First tinme?

Enpl oyee #1 and Enpl oyee #2 | ower their heads and cover their
eyes.

Bobby swi ngs and mi sses the ball. H's club hits the ground
and a huge chunk of sod flies up in the air. In the distance,
Ranger Rick pulls up in his golf cart to observe and fidgets
with a toothpick in his nouth.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
You' d better make good on this next
swi ng. Ranger Rick is watching.

BOBBY
"Il give it ny best shot.

Bobby swi ngs and slices the ball right. The ball hits a tree
and hits Ranger Rick's cart, denting the hood. Ranger Rick
angrily gets out of his golf cart.

RANGER RI CK
Hey!

Ranger Rick | ooks at the hood and strokes the dented area. He
slowy turns toward Bobby with an angry | ook. He points his

t oot hpi ck at Bobby and then snaps the toothpick in half. He
gets back into his golf cart and peels out, heading directly
for Bobby & the others.

COVPANY PRESI DENT
So much for nine holes of golf. Let's
get outta here!

BOBBY
Good cal |, Boss.

The Conpany President, Bobby, Enployee #1 and Enpl oyee #2 hop
in their carts and a chase ensues.

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL TRACK - DAY

Ben and mal e cl assmates round the |last corner of a 1/4 mle
race around the track while fenal e classmates wait near the
finish line. Ben cones in second place, just behind Roger.
Ashl ey gives Roger a fist punp.

ASHLEY
Ni ce run!



ROGER
| can't believe that winp Wnters kept
up with ne.

ASHLEY
He's not a w np.

Ashl ey approaches Ben.

ASHLEY
(giving hima fist punp)
| mpr essi ve!

BEN
Thanks.

Ashl ey wal ks back past Roger w thout speaking to him

ROGER
(bewi | dered wi th hands out)
What ?

BEN
(talking to hinself)
Maybe dreans do cone true.
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Rol fe and others dressed in fatigues come in last, slowng to

a wal k before crossing the finish |ine. The Gym Teacher

imtates their finish and wobbles slowy across the finish

line. He raises his hands in disbelief.

GYM TEACHER
VWhat kind of finish was that?

Rol f e approaches Ben.

ROLFE
(still panting)
So you think you're pretty tough now
Wnters? Big tine paperboy, and now
first place in track?

BEN
Actually, | canme in second. |'mjust
trying ny best, Rolfe. Wiat's wrong
with that?

ROLFE

"1l tell you what's wong. My dad

delivers newspapers for the Arizona

Sun, and now you and your paper boy
( MORE)
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ROLFE ( CONT' D)
buddi es could cost himhis job.

BEN
Your dad? You never told nme your dad
del i vered newspapers.

ROLFE
Yeah, well maybe it's not sonething |
care to tal k about.

BEN
There's nothing wong with delivering
papers. You shoul d be proud of him

ROLFE
Oh, now the paperboy's going to
| ecture nme? How about | just give you

anot her bl ack eye.

Rol fe Iunges at Ben and swi ngs punches. Ben defends hinself
usi ng evasive karate noves. Classmates encircle themto watch
the fight. Ben evades nost of Rolfe's punches, but Rolfe
eventually lands a punch to the stonmach, and Ben doubl es over
in pain.

ROLFE
How do you feel now, paperboy?

Ben slowy straightens and Rolfe throws another punch, but
Ben bl ocks it and does a roundhouse kick. Rolfe falls to the
gr ound.

BEN
One bl ack eye's enough, thank you very
much.

Ashl ey and cl assmates cheer and clap. Roger is stunned with
nout h wi de open

CLASSMATE AT TRACK (0.S.)
Dude, don't ness wth the paperboy.

Ben wal ks away. Rolfe slowy gets up. He runs toward Ben and
tackl es himfrom behind. They tussle on the ground. Gym
Teacher arrives.

GYM TEACHER
Break it up! | said break it up
(taking both of them by the shirt)
Let's go!



83.

I NT. PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE

Ben and Rolfe sit across fromthe Principal as the GYM
TEACHER st ands behi nd t hem

PRI NCI PAL
Anot her fight? I'mat ny wts end. |
just don't see any other option at
this point.
(beat)
|"mgoing to recommend to the school
board that you both be expell ed.

ROLFE
You can't be serious! For a little
fight?

BEN
You' re expelling nme for defending
nysel f?

PRI NCI PAL

This isn't just about one fight boys.
For now you're both suspended until

t he school board nmakes a decision. |
expect to see you and your parents
here before school tonmorrow norning to
cl ean out your | ockers.

BEN

You can't do this! It's not fair!
ROLFE

Not cool .
PRI NCI PAL

That' s enough, boys. |I'msorry, but

| ' ve made ny deci sion
| NT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOOL

Ben wal ks slowly toward his | ocker with his head down. He
feel s defeated and stands notionless at his |ocker for a few
nonments. Ashley arrives at her |ocker and | ooks down the hal
at Ben. Ben hits the |locker hard with his fist. Concerned,
Ashl ey approaches.

ASHLEY
What's wong, Ben?
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BEN
Uhhh, you saw t hat?

ASHLEY
Yeah. | haven't seen that side of you
in a while, unless Rolfe's on the
attack.

BEN

| just got suspended, and the
principal is recomending | be
expel | ed.

ASHLEY
You can't be serious! Doesn't he know
you were just defending yourself?

BEN
| tried to explain that, but he
woul dn't |isten.

ASHLEY
That's crazy. |'mso sorry.
School bell rings.
ASHLEY

| better get to class. Hang in there,
Ben. We'll figure it out.

Ashl ey wal ks away but turns back nonentarily with a | ook of
synpat hy and waves at Ben. Ben gives a subdued wave back.

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
I NT. WNTERS HOUSE

Jack, Stacey, Becky, and Ben sit on the couch with bl ank
stares. A Sunday newspaper |lies next to Stacey.

STACEY
We tried to get the Principal to
change his m nd, but he just won't
budge.

BEN
It's not fair. |'m being punished for
a fight | didn't start.

JACK
Son, you have to realize your past
( MORE)
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JACK ( CONT' D)
behavi or makes it hard for the
Principal to trust you. Once you | ose
sonmeone's trust it takes time to
regain it.

STACEY
Just whose side are you on here? CQur
son is getting expelled for defending

hi nsel f!
JACK

Honey, |'mjust as upset as you are.
STACEY

Real | y? Then why don't you show it ?!

Stacey throws the newspaper in the air as she stands up and
wal ks out. Inserts fly all over the place.

BEN
(1 ooki ng at Becky)
You're picking that up, right?

BECKY
You' re the paperboy.

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCL - MORNI NG - ESTABLI SHI NG
| NT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCOL

Ben clears out his | ocker as Jack and Stacey | ook on. Stacey
shakes her head in frustration.

JACK
|"msorry we couldn't change the
principal's mnd.

EXT. M LLENNI UM H GH SCHOCL

As Stacey, Ben, and Jack exit the front entrance, Rolfe and
M. Schaferhund get into their car as the Principal |ooks on.
The German Shepherd barks in the back seat.

MR, SCHAFERHUND
Vee are not done here. You vill be
hearing fromour attorney fery soon!

M. Scharferhund drives off. Stacey, Ben, and Jack approach
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the Principal. He tries to shake Stacey's hand but she just
folds her arnms. The Principal shakes hands with Jack & Ben.

PRI NCI PAL
Good | uck, Ben.

Suddenly, Ashley and the newspaper Manager appear on the

si dewal k and wal k toward them followed by several of Ben's
newspaper customers, including Mal e Honeowner #2 and Sparky,
Mal e Honeowners #3 & #4, & femal e homeowner's #2, #3, & #4.
Ben and Ashley trade smles.

MANAGER
Good norning, Principal Porter.

PRI NCI PAL
Henry? What's going on here?

MANAGER
Funny, that's what | was going to ask
you. | heard that one of ny best
enpl oyees was getting suspended today.

PRI NCI PAL
No of fense, but this is between ne and
the Wnters.

MANAGER

| beg to differ, and as you can see,
so do Ben's custoners.

PRI NCI PAL
This isn't just about one fight. There
have been several other incidents.

MANAGER
Maybe Ben's nmade sonme m stakes, but we
al so know that he's a responsible
young nman that serves his custoners

well. We wouldn't be here if we didn't
believe in him
(beat)

Pl ease. G ve hi mone nore chance.

CUSTOVERS AND ASHLEY
(i n unison)
One nore chance. One npbre chance. One
more chance. One nobre chance. One nore
chance .

The Principal deliberates for several seconds as he | ooks
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over the crowd. He gestures with his hands for silence.

PRI NCI PAL
Ben, if this nmany people believe in
you, | guess | should too. You' ve got

yoursel f one nore chance.
(hol ding up his index finger)
Just onel!

Everyone cheers. Jack & Stacey hug Ben. The Manager goes to
give Ben a high five and Ben offers a fist bunp. The Manager
quickly corrects to give Ben a fist bunp. Ben | ooks at

Ashl ey.

BEN
(rmout hi ng the words)
Thank you.

Ashl ey sm | es and gives a thunbs up.

PRI NCI PAL
Well don't just stand there! Get your
stuff back into that |ocker!

BEN
Yes, sir!

Ben runs toward the school entrance as crowd conti nues to
cheer.

DI SSCLVE TO
SERI ES OF SHOTS

A) At school M. Tuttle hands B+ test results to Ben. Ben
smles and punps his fist.

B) At the Arizona Sun Ofice the Manager hands Rolfe's Dad a
pink slip and shrugs his shoulders. He pats Rolfe's Dad on
t he back.

C) Ben and Rico talk to each other and | augh near Ben's

| ocker. As Ashley wal ks by with her friends she smles at

Ben. Ben smles back and waves. Ashley waves back. Rico gives
Ben a congratul atory push on the shoul der.

END SERI ES OF SHOTS

DI SSCLVE TO



88.

EXT. LI TCHFI ELD PARK - MORNI NG

Ben delivers newspapers. The mail truck appears behind him
Ben pedals faster. The mail truck speeds up and cuts himoff.
Rolfe's Dad gets out of the truck in a postal service

uni form

ROLFE' S DAD
(in a serious tone)
| " ve been | ooking for you.

BEN
M. "Schayfer hund"?
ROLFE S DAD
Shof f ai r hoond.
BEN
Sorry.
ROLFE S DAD
You know if it hadn't been for you,
|'"d still be delivering newspapers.

But no, now |'ma nmil man.

BEN
M . -

Rolfe's Dad puts his hand up to sil ence Ben.

ROLFE' S DAD
(smling)
Do you realize howlong |I've dreaned
of becom ng a nmil man? There hasn't
been an opening at the local office in
years! And | owe it all to you

BEN
Real | y?
ROLFE S DAD
Wait - |'ve got sonething for you.

Rolfe's Dad pulls a small box out of his truck and hands it
to Ben.

ROLFE' S DAD
For you and your paperboy buddies. Go
ahead. QOpen it.

Ben opens the box. It is filled with eye patches.



BEN
Eye pat ches? Thanks!

ROLFE S DAD
(w nki ng)
| heard those m ght cone in handy
around nmy parents' house. Just
remenber - no newspapers in ny
mai | boxes.

Rol fe's Dad wal ks back toward the mail truck

BEN
How s Rol fe doi ng?

Rol fe's Dad stops and turns around, surprised.

ROLFE' S DAD
(smling)
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Good. He's in a good place. Thanks for

aski ng.
Rol fe's Dad drives off.

EXT. ASHLEY'S HOUSE - DAY

Ben hol ds a newspaper and rings the doorbell. Ashley's Dad
opens the door.
BEN
Good afternoon, M. Farnsworth.
ASHLEY' S DAD
Sorry, | already told you |I'm not
I nt er est ed.
BEN
Oh, this?
(hol di ng up a newspaper)
No, no, no. I'mnot here to ask you to

subscribe, but | did have an extra
copy today, so | thought I'd drop it
of f.

ASHLEY' S DAD
| see. Well, thank you .

BEN
Ben, Ben Wnters.



ASHLEY' S DAD
Thank you, Ben.

Ashl ey's Dad starts to shut the door.

BEN
Ch, wait. Sir?

ASHLEY' S DAD
Yes?

BEN
Can | speak with Ashl ey?

ASHLEY' S DAD
You know Ashl ey?

BEN
Yes, sir. We're in the sane cl asses at
school .

ASHLEY' S DAD
(mldly irritated)
Just a m nute.
(yelling O S.)
Ashl ey, you've got comnpany.

Ashl ey conmes to the front door.

ASHLEY
Ben? Wat's up?

BEN
| had an extra newspaper today and
t hought your Dad would |ike a copy.

ASHLEY
(per pl exed)
Ckayyy.
BEN
Actually, I was also wondering if uh

well uh, if you would go to the schoo
dance with ne this Friday.

ASHLEY

Roger al ready asked ne.
BEN

Oh. | under st and.

(turning around and whi spering to )
( MORE)

90.
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BEN ( CONT' D)
(hinsel f)
What were you thinking? Are you crazy?

ASHLEY
But | said no.

Ben turns around in surprise.

BEN
You said no?

ASHLEY
| was hoping maybe | could go with the
| ocal paperboy. After all, ny dad's
getting a free newspaper out of it.

BEN

kay. Yes, then? So that's a yes?
ASHLEY

Yes.
BEN

Ch ny gosh. Ckay. Geat. I'll pick you

up Friday at 7 then.

Ben backs up and falls off the front porch steps, rolling
onto the front yard.

ASHLEY
Are you okay?
BEN
(I'i mpi ng)

Yes, fine thanks!
EXT. - BUS STOP - MORNI NG
The school bus pulls up to the bus stop. Becky gets on the

bus, but Ben stops at the bus door when he sees that the
Mai | man is the new school bus driver.

MAI LIVAN
Don't | ook so surprised paperboy.
(beat)
Thi nki ng of other ways to get to
school ?
(smling)

That's right - there are none.
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BEN
(backi ng up)
Actually, it looks Iike a great day
for a bike ride.

MAI LMAN
And be |l ate for school ? Nonsense. GET
I NI

Ben slowly gets on the bus. The Miil man speaks into the bus
m cr ophone.

MAI LMAN
Wel cone aboard. This is your captain
speaki ng. Estimated flight tinme today
is 5 mnutes. Please fasten your seat
belts securely, as we nmay encounter
sonme turbul ence while in flight.

STUDENT ON BUS (O S.)
Seat bel ts? What seat belts?

Bus peels out as students scream
EXT. M LLENNI UM HI GH SCHOCL
The Mailman pulls up slowy to the school entrance.

MAI LMAN
(speaking into m crophone)
We hope you enjoyed your flight.
Pl ease remain seated with your seat
belts fastened until we've cone to a
conpl ete stop

The Mail man abruptly stops the bus, jolting students forward.
Students get off the bus noaning, several with their hands on
t heir back, head, arm or stomach

EXT. ASHLEY' S HOUSE - N GHT

Jack and Ben pull up to Ashley's house in a burgundy 1973
Chevrol et Caprice Cassic convertible. Jack wears a
chauffeur's cap and dress jacket. Ben, dressed in suit and
tie, gets out and rings the doorbell. Ashley opens the door,
wearing a dance dress and white gl oves. Ben's nouth drops.

ASHLEY
Aren't you going to say sonething?
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BEN
Ni ce gl oves.

ASHLEY
Ni ce gl oves?

BEN
| nmean, uh, you | ook great.

ASHLEY
(hol di ng out her hand)
Why, thank you kind sir.

Ben takes her hand. Jack opens the car door and takes
Ashl ey's hand to help her into the back seat.

JACK
Good eveni ng, ma'am
ASHLEY
Ww, this is a big car.
JACK
And one relaxing ride . . . unless you

have to parallel park.
EXT. W GMM RESORT - NI GHT

Jack pulls up to the Wgwam Resort entrance. Jack opens the
car door and hel ps Ashley out. Ben and Ashl ey hold hands and
wal k toward the entrance. Jack wal ks behind them

BEN
(st oppi ng and turning around)
Dad!

JACK
Oh. My bad. Have a spl endid eveni ng.

ASHLEY
(1 aughi ng)
Thanks M. Wnters.

Jack stops and | ooks on as Ben and Ashley wal k toward the
entrance.

DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. W GMM RESORT - NI GHT (1981)

Two break dancers alternate doing break dance noves in the
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m ddl e of the dance floor, surrounded by students.

Jack sits at a table, |eans back, and raises the two front
chair legs off the ground. Tommy and Tomry's date sit next to
hi m and hol d hands.

TOMW
| still can't believe you didn't offer
to pick Martha up.

JACK
Hey, just getting nyself here was hard
enough.

Jack scans the dance floor and | ooks for Martha. He checks
his watch. Martha appears at the door with a new hairdo and
w t hout gl asses on. Jack nudges Tonmmy.

JACK
VWww., Who's date is that?

Tomry takes a closer ook at the girl in the doorway.

TOMW
Holy cow, is that Martha?

JACK
Mar t ha?

A |l ove song circa 1981 begins to play. Martha wal ks toward
Jack.

MARTHA
Sorry I'mlate Jack

Jack falls back in his chair and hits the fl oor.

MARTHA
Oh ny gosh, are you okay?

JACK
Yeah, yeah fine. \Wat happened to your
hai r? Your gl asses?

MARTHA

New contact |enses. Do you like 'enf
JACK

YES!! | nean, | really |iked your

gl asses, but you |l ook great with
contacts, too.
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MARTHA
Thank you.

Jack remai ns stunned and Tommy nudges himto ask her to
dance.

JACK
May | have this dance?

MARTHA
O course.

Jack takes Martha's hand and wal ks toward the dance fl oor. He
starts to sl ow dance with Mart ha.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. W GMM RESORT - N GHT ( PRESENT DAY)

Jack gives a blank stare. Car horns honk as VALET PARKER
waves his hand up and down in front of Jack's face.

VALET PARKER
Sir? Are you okay sir?

JACK
Sorry. Sorry about that. This place
makes nme feel young again.

VALET PARKER
May | park your car for you sir?

JACK
Nope. | got it. Thanks.

Jack runs toward the car and tries to junp up and slide
across the front hood to the driver's side. Mdway across the
hood his body stops and he rolls off the car and onto the
ground. Jack gets up, wincing in pain.

JACK
(1 ooking at Val et Parker)
Quess I'ma little too old for that.

VALET PARKER
O the car just needs anot her wax. But
man, that was fun to watch. You rock
EXT. SCHAFERHUND HOUSE - MORNI NG

M . Schaf erhund sips hot cocoa with whip creamon his front



96.

porch. Hi s German Shepherd |lies down next to him Rolfe rides
his bi ke past them dressed in a school uniformwth dress
shorts and hi gh socks. He has a newspaper bag strapped over
his shoul der. He throws a newspaper onto the driveway and the
Cerman Shepherd bar ks and chases him

ROLFE
G andpa!

MR.  SCHAFERHUND
(spewi ng his hot cocoa and whip
crean)
Rol fe? You're the new paperboy?

The German Shepherd bites and pulls on Rolfe's newspaper bag.

MR SCHAFERHUND
(standi ng up and yel ling)
Vhy aren't you vearing an eye patch?

EXT. BIGLUGQ'S Pl ZZERIA - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG

INT. BIG LU G"'S Pl ZZERI A

BIG LU @ tosses pizza dough, one in each hand, and does sone
tricks in front of seated patrons. Stacey, Becky, & Ben watch

in amazenent. Big Luigi throws one of the doughs across his
back/ shoul ders and passes it to a worker in the kitchen.

BIG LU G

That' Il be one | arge pepperoni.
PATRONS

Ahhhh.
BIG LU G

(passing the second dough to a
kit chen worker)

And one large egg plant with

anchovi es.

PATRONS
(grossed out)
Chhhh.

PATRON #1 (O. S.)
Mer cy!

BECKY
Pl ease tell ne that's not our order
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Jack approaches the table.

STACEY
You made it.

JACK
How could I turn down Big Luigi's? It
must be a very special occasion!

The WAITER arrives with the pizza.

WAI TER
(wth Italian accent)
One | arge Luigi pepperoni?

STACEY
That' s us!

Becky and Ben | ook at each other and give a sigh of relief.

WAl TER
Abbondanzal!

W NTERS FAM LY
(i n unison)
Abbondanzal!

STACEY
(handi ng report cards to Jack)
Report cards cane today.

Jack opens Becky's report card while eating a piece of pizza,
and drops sone pizza sauce on the report card.

STACEY
Real ly? Can't the pizza wait?
JACK
l|"msorry, but it's Big Luigi's!
(beat)
Stellar results as usual, Becky. Well
done!
BECKY
(taking the sauce covered report
card with her fingertips)
Thanks . . . | guess.

JACK
(1 ooking at Ben's report card)
Is this a m stake?



BEN
Very funny.

STACEY
Isn't that awesonme?

JACK
Very awesone. Five B's and one A . . .
in phys ed. And to top it off you're
earni ng noney as a paperboy! Well
done, Ben.

BEN
Thanks.

JACK
This doesn't nean your quitting the
paper route, right?

BEN

No way. My custoners are dependi ng on
ne.

Jack gives Ben a fist bunp.
BECKY
Let nme guess. Now you want ne to
becone a papergirl.

Jack | ooks at Becky as if seriously considering it.

STACEY
Do papergirls even exist?
JACK
| don't know. If not, Becky can be the
first.
Wai t er approaches.
WAl TER

Can | get you anything el se, fol ks?

BECKY
Yeah. You guys hiring?

EXT. WNTERS' HOUSE - N GHT - ESTABLI SH NG
I NT. BEN S BATHROOM

Dressed in pajanas, Ben brushes his teeth. Jack pokes his
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head in and holds up a couple of rolled up posters.

JACK
CGot something for ya

Ben's mouth is foam ng with toothpaste.

BEN
(munbl i ng through the foam
What's that?

JACK
| thought you'd say yes. I'll go put
‘em up.

Jack | eaves as Ben shakes his head and tries to protest
t hrough t he foam

| NT. BEN S BEDROOM

As Ben enters, Jack finishes pinning up a 1980's Atar

Ast eroi ds poster over one of Ben's video gane posters. Jack
pins up a 1970's Donny & Marie poster over one of Ben's rock
star posters.

BEN
What are you doi ng?

JACK
Just lightening things up a bit in
here. Found these collecting dust at
my parents' house.

BEN
Donny & Marie? Who are they?

JACK
Ww, son. | really have been
neglectful, haven't 1?2 I'll have to
dig up sonme old VHS tapes, but in the
meantinme, | found nmy old Atari video

gane. Thought you and | m ght have a
go at it before bedtine. You know, a
little one on one tine.

BEN
Whuh? | gotta see this.

I NT. LI'VI NG ROOM

Jack inserts the video gane cartridge into the Atari system
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whi | e Ben observes.

BEN
Dad?
JACK
Yeah.
BEN
Thanks for getting ne the paperboy
] ob.

Jack turns around in surprise and then smles.

JACK
You' re wel cone. Thank you for not

gi vi ng up.

BEN
How could | ? You wouldn't let ne.

JACK
| guess you've got a point there, but
when it's all said and done, you're
the one that made it happen. |I'mjust
sorry | haven't been there for you in
t he past as nmuch as | shoul d have
been.

(beat)

| | ove you, son

BEN
| love you too, Dad.

Jack hands Ben a joysti ck.

JACK
Ready to play?

BEN
VWhere are the control s?

JACK
I n your hand.

BEN
A stick and one button?

JACK
Hunor ne.
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At ari Paperboy video ganme appears on the screen.

BEN
No way. You've got a Paperboy video
ganme?

JACK

O course. You think your the best
Paper boy? Tinme to put you in your
pl ace.

BEN
Bring it on!

Jack and Ben play Paperboy.

FADE QOUT:

THE END

Various celebrities who were paperboys state their nane, the
newspaper they delivered, and years they delivered it. (e.g.
- Joe Biden, Ryan Reynolds, Dr. Phil, Mchael J. Fox, Tom
Brokaw, Warren Buffett, Kevin Sorbo, Wayne G etzky, Tom

Crui se, David Letterman, etc.)



