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FADE | N
EXT. SNOW FI LLED FOREST, JAPAN - PM

Sout hern Japan, 1585. Tall trees in a snowfilled | andscape.

It is SNON NG HEAVI LY. Carrying | ogs on backpacks are MOSAKU
and M NOKI CHI . Mbsaku is about 60, M nokichi is about 17 here
- both are woodcutters with hoods and cl oaks nmade from straw.

NOTE: All dialogue is in JAPANESE (shown in italics) until

noted, subtitles should be provided as this occurs.
SUPER | MPCSE: JAPAN 1585.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
| am a woodcutter from Miusash
Provi nce. Al though many years ago now
Il will always renmenber that night...

They trudge al ong as the snow gets deeper and falls heavier.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
Mosaku and | regularly went to the
forest a fewmles fromour village.

Mbsaku gazes up at the sky in despair.
M NOKI CHI (V. O
On a very cold day a blizzard suddenly
overtook us, catching us by surprise.
PAN TO SKY - shadows in clouds resenble a female face gl aring
down at them her eyes hungry and nenacing. This is the face
of YUKI-ONNA - a pretty lady with long hair - a vanpire.

Both men struggle onward until Msaku stunbles. M nokich
turns and hel ps hi mup. Again they continue through the snow

A STRANGE HOAL in the distance - |ike a wolf.

They abandon their | ogs and stagger onward - hel pi ng each
ot her along. The forest seens endl ess, the snow rel entl ess.

SNOW falls from branches and covers them both. M nokich
pulls hinmself out and brushes off the snow - he is unsure
where his conpanion | ays. He | ooks around, growi ng worri ed.
The STRANGE HOAL is heard agai n.

M noki chi backs nervously away, retracing his steps, alone.



M NCKI CH
Mosaku! Mosaku where are you?

M noki chi backs into a tree and stops. He gazes up - the
cl ouds now resenbl e G ANT EYES of Yuki-Onna staring down. He
stunbl es onward agai n, shivering but determ ned.

Finally M nokichi half-stunbles and half-sinks to his knees,
frozen, shivering, exhausted. He COLLAPSES in the thick snow

CUT TO
EXT. FOREST AND BOAT HUT BY RI VER - EVEN NG

Snowy trees thin as they reach a frozen river, a boat hut and
crude jetty. Mnokichi is laying faced-down in the snow by a
tree but clanbers up and | ooks around. An | CY WND whi stl es.

POV from M nokichi - icy trees and snow. A RED CLOTH cat ches
his eyes as it flaps, tied to the jetty. (A boating signal).

BACK TO SCENE

M noki chi lurches towards the jetty as though it is his
sal vation. As he approaches he sees the hut and icy water.

M NCOKI CHI (V. O
Hone was across the river but the
boat man and ferry gone. And it was no
day to chance a swm..

Movenent behind the trees - he is relieved to see Msaku
stunbling towards him M nokichi hurries to help himand the
two approach the hut together, both shivering and frozen.

CUT TO
| NT. FERRYMAN S HUT, BY FOREST AND RI VER - EVEN NG
The door opens as Mdsaku and M noki chi stagger inside, half-
frozen. M nokichi hel ps Mbsaku get confortable then cl oses

the door - flecks of snow drift though gaps in the walls.

Mosaku pulls off his snow covered hood, finds a blanket and
wraps this around hinself. He |ays shivering and exhaust ed.

M noki chi renpbves his hood and begins to search the hut.
M NCKI CHI (V. O

We had | ost our wood, there seened no
way to build a fire. Poor Msaku



| ooked frozen, worse even than |
The STRANGE HOAL is heard again outside in the distance.

Suddenly the door BURSTS OPEN from strong wi nd. M nokich
struggles to close the door against the wind and props a rock
against it. He pants from exhaustion, pondering his next nove
as he | ooks over at sickly Mdsaku. The old nman NODS to him

CUT TO
EXT. FOREST AND BOAT HUT BY RI VER - EVEN NG

The snow storm conti nues, growi ng nore relentless. The red
cloth FLAPS and waves in the icy w nd.

Suddenly the HAND of Yuki-Onna reaches out and touches the
flag - it FREEZES SOLID. Only her hand is seen here - she is
a pale lady in white robes, long black hair - a vanpire.

The HOAL is heard again - this tinme nmuch cl oser.

PAN TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE HUT. The door CREEKS COPEN
regardl ess of the attenpts to blockade it from i nside.

CUT TO
I NT. FERRYMAN S HUT, BY FOREST AND Rl VER - EVEN NG

Mosaku and M nokichi sleep, their breath snoke in the cold.
They have tattered bl ankets over them and shiver. Light conmes
fromthe open door and from noonlight outside.

PAN OQUT fromthe door which sways in the wind. Both are
unawar e Yuki-Onna stands anong them- finally fully seen but
her back to the canera as she noves silently towards Mdsaku

She kneels to Mosaku and SUCKS THE BREATH from his nouth. He
beconmes deathly pal e as she feeds, sucking-out his life.

M noki chi is awakened by the swi nging door. He sits up and
stares in terror - Msaku is now a frozen corpse!

Yuki -Onna slowy turns to M nokichi, her eyes GLEAM NG She
glides silently closer to him- he is unable to nove. She
crouches before him noving her face close to his.

POV FROM M NOKI CHI as Yuki - Onna opens her nouth to reveal a
bl ack void - as though she is really an enpty husk.

BACK TO SCENE



M noki chi gapes, frightened and spel |l bound. Yuki-Onna speaks
in a soft yet chilling and seductive voi ce.

YUKI - ONNA
| intended to treat you like the old
man, but | cannot hel p pitying you.
You are young and handsone. ..

M noki chi TREMBLES - but not fromthe cold.
YUKI - ONNA

Wul d you prom se never to tell a
[iving soul what you have seen here?

M noki chi NODS dunbly - too frightened to speak.
YUKI - ONNA
Then I wll spare you... But... Tel
anyone what you saw and I wll know

Yuki - Onna stands and strai ghtens - M nokichi remains still.

YUKI - ONNA
| shall kill you at that nonent!

The DOOR SLAMS SHUT so it is suddenly dark - the eyes of
Yuki -Onna glow in the gloom She glides towards the door.
This is closed but she passes through Iike a ghost!
The door flaps open again - she is gone, no footprints or any
sign of her. M nokichi scranbles towards Mbsaku - he is a
frozen corpse with wide staring terrified eyes.

SLOW FADE TO
EXT. FOREST AND BOAT HUT BY RIVER - MORNI NG

The snow is starting to nelt - the sun shines in a clear sky.
THE BOATMAN has arrived and is tying his boat at the jetty.

He renoves the red cloth and is surprised to find it frozen.

He stonps through the snow towards his hut and is surprised
to find the door blocked fromthe inside. He can't enter.

CUT TO
I NT. FERRYMAN S HUT, BY FOREST - MORNI NG

The Boatnman is pushing the door fromoutside - the rock is
still in place. After a few nonents The Boat man noves to the



side of the hut and slides-back a | oose panel and squeezes
t hrough. He is shocked to find the corpse of Mdsaku here.

A shape SHUFFLES in the darkness, The Boatman is startl ed.
The shape is M nokichi - under a blanket and barely alive.

FADE TO
| NT. HOUSE OF M NOKI CH, RURAL JAPAN - DAY

A peasant cottage in rural Japan, the main room has a front
door and sliding doors to bedroons. A lowtable in the mddle
and stove for cooking. Mnokichi lays in bed on the floor by
the stove for warnth. He is poorly and seens troubl ed.

M NCKI TCHI ' S MOTHER i s about 55 and she is carrying a tray of
hot porridge to her son.

PAN OQUT from M noki chi as he awakens and gazes around. He
barely notices as his Mdther puts the tray beside him

M NOKI TCH ' S MOTHER
Eat your porridge while it is hot
M nokichi. I'll be going out soon..
We need to sell nore wood.

M noki chi barely nods but seens distracted.

M NOKI TCHI ' S MOTHER
You won't be able to work for some
time son, not until you're better.

M nokitchi's Mther puts on her boots.
M NOKI TCHI ' S MOTHER
Look after yourself, another spell of
cold and you wll not survive.
M noki chi reaches for the bow but is not hungry.
M NOKI TCHI ' S MOTHER
You never said howit all happened?
Not even a word to your own nother.

She puts on a 'back pack'’ with |l ogs and carries the heavy
| oad towards the door. He | ooks sadly at his food and SI GHS.

FADE TO



EXT. FOREST AND BOAT HUT BY RIVER - LATE PM

Now autumm, no snow, the sun is setting. M nokichi is
CHOPPI NG a tree with an axe, his backpack nearby. He seens
recovered and has | onger hair - about a year ol der.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
Mont hs passed and | resuned work
al one. Every norning | went to the
forest and returned with nore wood. It
was there that | first saw ' her'.

M noki chi watches the tree fall with a degree of satisfaction
and spots soneone in the distance.

POV from M noki chi | ooking towards the river. O YUWKI is
washi ng her feet. She is about 17, a pretty peasant girl.

NOTE : O Yuki is Yuki-Onna in disguise as a human.

BACK TO SCENE

M noki chi approaches O Yuki, surprised. She pretends not to
noti ce as he approaches, rolling up her dress higher and
droplets of water run down her shapely | egs.

M noki chi STEPS on a branch whi ch CRACKS under his foot.

She pretends to be startled and turns. He opens his nouth to
speak but she pulls down her dress and hurries angrily away.

M NCKI CH
Wait Mss! | was not spying!

As she hurries away she gl ances back for a nonent.

M NOKI CH
|"mjust a wood cutter!

M noki chi SIGHS and returns to his trees.
FADE TO
EXT. THE ROAD BY RI VER BANK, RURAL JAPAN - AFTERNOON

A crude road by the river with a few trees. Mnokichi is
carrying bundl es of wood on his back-pack as he wal ks.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
A week passed. Again, on a very cold
day, | encountered the sane |ady...



O Yuki steps out from behind sone trees and heads towards
him Her voice sounds warm and kindly (and human).

O YWKI
You agai n? Are you foll ow ng ne?
M NCKI CHI
Fol Il owi ng you? No Mss... | am heading

home. Was it you | saw the other day?

O YUWKI
Yes - ny uncle is a boatman. | wanted
to say goodbye but he is not there.

M NOKI CHI
| know him he... Er... Hel ped ne once
when | had an acci dent near here. You
are goi ng sonewhere at this hour?

O YWKI
Yes, | amtravelling to Edo.

M NOKI CHI
A long wal k for soneone al one.

O YWKI
| know, but the route is sinple.
Perhaps | mght walk with you a whil e?

M NOKI CHI
Yes of course - if you wi sh?
O YWKI
My name is O Yuki.
M NCKI CHI
Pl eased to neet you. | am M noki chi .

FADE TO
EXT. FURTHER ROAD BY RI VERBANK, RURAL JAPAN - LATE PM

A FORD across a stream up ahead. M nokichi and O Yuki wal k
together. It is starting to snow. He gl ances up nervously.

M NOKI CH
(concl udi ng)
...and while | was unwell ny nother
had to work while nursing ne.



O YWKI
But you seem so young and heal t hy?
M NOKI CH
It was... over-work. Nothing catching.

| am nuch recovered since.

O YWKI
You have no siblings, no brothers or
sisters to help you?

M NOKI CH
No. Just ne and ny Mother. | was
apprentice to old Mdsaku, but he died.

O YWKI
| am pl eased you are better. As for
nmysel f when | reach Edo | hope ny
relatives can help me find work.

M NCKI CH
| hear Edo prospers.

O YWKI
| have no sponsor or referee though.

M NOKI CH
Perhaps a lady is nore lucky - she can
marry and be | ooked-after.

M noki chi pauses as O Yuki has | agged behind a little.

O YWKI
Are YOU married M nokichi?

M NOKI CH
Me? No - | amtoo young and too poor.
The girls of ny village want educated
men who can provide. | will never be

rich, nor would I want to be.

O YWKI
| amnot nmarried either. And | too
care little for wealth. | think it is

better to be healthy than wealthy.

M noki chi and O Yuki reach the ford - raised stepping stones.
He noves across with ease but she struggles and sways.

NOTE: Spirits and undead struggle to cross water.



M NCKI CH
Here M ss! Take ny hand... |'m so used
to these | forget they are slippery.

He hel ps her across, hol ding her hand.

O YWKI
Thank you M nokichi. | fear | could
not manage w t hout you.

They reach the far side and she stunbles deliberately - he
catches her. For a nonent she gazes into his eyes - he finds
her very pretty. He steps away, enbarrassed.

FADE TO
EXT. THE HOUSE OF M NCKI CHI, RURAL JAPAN - EARLY EVEN NG

The exterior reflects the interior - a sinple cottage with
fields of mllet and corn near, sprinkled with Iight snow.
M noki chi leads O Yuki to the front door but she hesitates.

M NCKI CH
Here is nmy honme. You can rest here and
continue tonorrow. I'd hate to think
of you wal king in the snow at night.

O YWKI
You are very kind M nokichi. But you
hardly know ne?

M NOKI CH
It is no trouble - ny Mother will be
pl eased to have conpany. Pl ease cone
inside. | am man of the house now.

Now formerly invited O Yuki is able to enter - she smles
somewhat devi ously and foll ows behind him

FADE TO

I NT. HOUSE OF M NOKI CH, RURAL JAPAN - EVEN NG

M nokitchi's Mother is serving stewinto bows. O Yuki is
setting the | ow table (spoons, chopsticks and cups).

M NOKI TCHI ' S MOTHER
My son tells ne you're going to Edo?

O YWKI
Yes. It is a long walk, | know...
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M nokitchi's Mother carries the bows of stew on a tray.

M NOKI TCH ' S MOTHER
There are nmany dangers for a young
| ady travel ling al one.

M noki chi enters fromoutside with a sack of grain and
renoves his soggy boots. O Yuki NODS when handed her bow but
drops her spoon 'accidentally' and stoops to retrieve it.

M NOKI TCH ' S MOTHER
Men are quick to offer protection, but
not all are notivated by kindness.

POV from M noki chi as he gazes at Yuki-Onna. She is BENDI NG
OVER with backsi de towards himas she retrieves the spoon.

BACK TO SCENE
M noki chi gl aces at his nother enbarrassed - she sm | es back.

M NOKI TCH ' S MOTHER
Come ny son - get it while it's hot!

FADE TO
EXT. FIELDS NEAR THE HOUSE OF M NOKI CH - SUNNY DAY

Now spring and the snow gone, fields growing fresh crops.
M noki chi and O Yuki are very cheerful and he is chasing her
through a field as they LAUGH and pl ay.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
My not her suggested O Yuki stayed
until the weather inproved. Days
becane weeks, weeks nmonths - and
before | knew it spring was here.

O Yuki lets Mnokichi catch her. They roll in the corn as he
tickles her, then they beconme nore serious as Mnokitchi's
hands wander. He is shy but she encourages him
M NOKI CHI (V. O
W all got on well - and O Yuki and
becane cl ose.
FADE TO

| NT. HOUSE OF M NCKI CHI, RURAL JAPAN - DAY

A BABY is being bathed by O Yuki in a portable tub, the child
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it is strangely pal e but seens healthy.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
The years passed qui ckly and O Yuki
bore ne three beautiful children. She
was a good wife - hard working and
kind. My nother |oved her enornously.
We becane nore prosperous and |
mast ered how t o nake sinple sandal s
and sold these fromtine to tine.

FADE TO
EXT. CEMETERY NEAR VI LLAGE OF M NOKI CHI - DAY
Sinmple graves in an enclosed renote area. A fresher grave - a
mound with rock - is here. O Yuki is wal king past graves with
her three children - RINI is a girl, 6, she holds her
nother's hand. TAROis 9 and he is largest of the three.
KENTARO is 8 and often grins m schievously. Al are PALE
They seem cheery and carry flowers, heading to the new grave.

NOTE : Bei ng supernatural O Yuki/Yuki-Onna never ages.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
Time flew by happily, the children
grew up strong and healt hy.

They reach the new grave and kneel and offer the flowers.

O YWKI
Make an offering to Grandnother - |et
her see how much you' ve all grown.

Al kneel with heads bowed in prayer.
FADE TO
EXT. RIVER BY QUTSKI RTS OF VI LLAGE OF M NOKI CH - DAY

3 X WASHER WOMAN are washing | aundry beside a path to a
village outskirts. Taro and Kentaro rush ahead together and
nove fromview O Yuki walks wth Rini, holding her hand.

WASHER WOVAN #1
(calling)
Hello O Yuki! Hello Little Rni. Have
you all been visiting the Cenetery?
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O YWKI
Yes. Its the anniversary of ny Mot her-
I n- Laws death. A year gone al ready...

WASHER WOVAN #2
It nust have been nice for her to see
her G andchildren. They are al
gr owi ng-up so qui ckly.

WASHER WOVAN #1
| renmenber she praised the day she net
you and al ways spoke highly of you.

WASHER WOMAN #2
Very rare for a Mther-1n-Law.

O YWKI
(smling)
Thank you. And yes - we all got on
very happily together. W still do.

WASHER WOVAN #1
It's nice to see a couple so happy
after so many years.

WASHER WOMAN #2
O course he is happy - he has such a
devoted and pretty wife.

The Three Washer-wonman Tl TTER and resune their work.
O Yuki and Rini continue wal king and nove out of sight.

WASHER WOVAN #2
| wi sh ny husband was as devoted as
M noki chi. Goro is always out drinking
and chasing wonen. .. Luckily he is too
fat to ever catch them

WASHER WOVAN #1
Have you noticed O Yuki never seens to
get any ol der?

WASHER WOMAN #2
You woul dn't think she has had three
children or lives a peasants life.

WASHER WOVAN #1
| wonder what her secret is?

FADE TO



13.

| NT. POTTERS WORKSHOP, VILLAGE OF M NOKI CHI - EVEN NG

A crude hut with a potters-wheel and a lit lanmp. GORO i s
about 40, overwei ght and bal di ng. O Yuki gazi ng around shyly.

O YWKI
| don't have long Goro - | need to
cook dinner for ny children soon. Are
you sure we won't be seen here?

GORO
Don't worry - no-one is around this
time of day. |'ve used this place

before with a couple of other girls.

O YWKI
But what of your wfe?

GORO
Don't worry about her - she never
"puts out' - it's her fault | wander.

O Yuki turns her back to Goro and slides down her cl othing.
He eyes her up from behind, grinning.

O YWKI
Do you not feel guilty?

GORO
Not having second thoughts are you?
Conme O Yuki, | have what you need..

O Yuki closes her eyes for a nmonment then opens them- they
are JET BLACK and yet sonmehow gl eamin the darkness.

O YWKI
As you wi sh then

She turns to himand opens her nmouth - it is JET BLACK GCoro
GASPS and steps back nervously but she glides closer and
SElI ZES him by his throat!

FADE TO
EXT. WORKSHOP, VILLAGE OF M NOKI CHI - EVEN NG

The exterior matches the interior - a |ight burns inside.
O her workshops nearby are closed for the day. Light snow

The lanp in the workshop GOES QUT and Goro SCREANS briefly
then falls silent. There is no-one around.
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SPECI AL EFFECT - TI ME FAST- FORWARDS

Ti me passes quickly - the noon conmes and goes. The sun ri ses.
In a blur a PEASANT MAN wanders into the workshop and goes
runni ng out. Another blur as DOCTOR WANG and 2 x Ml e
Peasants and 3 X Washer Wonman arrive and enter the hut. A
nmoment | ater the wonen exit together and wait outside.

The Doctor is fromChina, his attire nore distinctive.
TI ME RETURNS TO NORMAL

The CORPSE of Goro is carried out on a stretcher by the two
Peasants - Goro is rigid and pale. Follow ng behind themis
t he Doctor, who seens strangely irritated.

Washer Woman #3 | ooks at the corpse and WEEPS. Her conpani ons
are not as upset but watch the corpse being carried away.

WASHER WOVAN #2
He was fine yesterday... Qut drinking
as usual. How can he | ook so drai ned?

The Doctor opens his nouth to answer but is interrupted.

WASHER WOMAN #1
| hope it's not plague. | renenber a
death just like this one | ast year..

The Doctor opens his nouth but is again interrupted.

WASHER WOVAN #2
Yes - Yuji the pickpocket! And anot her
one the year before. Renenber Yanato?
Al ways chasi ng Masashi's daughters. He
was found frozen by the | ake one
norning - rigid and drained.

WASHER WOVAN #2
That's right... | remenber now.

The Doctor SIGHS and hurries to catch up behind the two
Peasants and corpse, |leaving the | adi es behind.

Washer Wman #3 WEEPS even nore | oudly.
WASHER WOVAN #2
Ch shut up Amaterasu! He was ny
husband, not yours!

Sonmeone i s watching unnoticed froma shadow doorway of a
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wor kshop opposite - it is O Yuki. She observes silently.

FADE TO

I NT. HOUSE OF M NOKI CH - EVEN NG

M noki chi is maki ng SANDALS - 3 X child-sized and one adult.
He is plunper, about 27, his attire better quality. Kentaro
and Taro are glinpsed sleeping in their beds in the next
room O Yuki is cuddling her dozing daughter Rini on her | ap.

M NOKI CH
Poor Goro the potter is dead - found
in his workshop. Doctor Wang thi nks he
dozed-off and froze but sonme say it's
the plague. | think we should stay
away fromthe village for now.

O YWKI
As you wi sh Dear.

M NOKI CH
| know you and the children never get
sick, but lets not tenpt fate. | don't
trust the village Doctor - he thinks
all can be cured with an enema

O Yuki smles and gently carries Rini through to the bedroom
with the boys, lays her in a bed and covers her with a
bl anket. M noki chi continues tal ki ng.

M NOKICH (O 9)
| heard Magistrate Tatsuo hired Ronin
to seek out the bandits in the
mount ai ns. Apparently an inspector
fromEdo wll be visiting.

O Yuki smles at her children then carries the candle-Ianp
out of their roomand |l eaves it in the main room

O YWKI
Are you nearly finished ny | ove?

M NCKI CH
Yes - all ready for spring. Here!

He proudly hands O Yuki the freshly finished sandals with red
toe-straps (the others are smaller with green straps).

O YWKI
Red straps?
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M NOKI CH
Your colour | think - vital,
passi onate. You are as beautiful as
the day we net, all those years ago.

O Yuki tries on her new shoes and seens delighted.

O YWKI
A perfect fit! Thank you so nuch!

M NOKI CH
| amvery pleased you |like them

An icy breeze bl ows outside, heavy snow taps on the w ndow.

M noki ch

M NOKI CH
Snow cones early this year. We will be
in for another cold wnter.

O YWKI
M ght | brew you sone tea ny | ove?

heads to the wi ndow, not hearing her question.

M NCKI CH
|'ve not seen snow this heavy in
years. It rem nds nme of a incident,
about ten years ago...

O YWKI
An eveni ng of heavy snow?
M NOKI CH
Yes - it was strange and terrible. |

remenber as if it were only yesterday.
|"ve never told anyone - not even ny
late Mother. I'mnot sure if it was
all real or part dream

O YWKI
You don't have to tell nme if it
troubl es you?

M NCKI CH
It was the night Mdsaku died... Frozen
to death - as though the bl ood had
been sucked out of himl | saw a wonan
in white stooping over him.. | was
nunb with fear and cold - unable to
nove! Her eyes... Her terrifying eyes!
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O Yuki puts her shoes by the front door, her back turned.

M NOKI CH
It was in the Ferryman's hut - your
uncles - where we net. You thought |'d
been spying on you, renenber?

O YWKI
Yes... | renenber it well.

M NCKI CH
Now that | think of it, you rem nd ne
of her. She was very pretty too.

PAN TO O YWKI, still her back is turned - she seens annoyed.

O YUKI
It was no dream

The wi ndow BLOAS OPEN and the candl es go out - plunging the
roominto nmoonlight. O Yuki is now Yuki-Onna! Her eyes gl eam
her fingers becone talons and she is in her white attire.

M noki chi gapes - utterly shocked and unable to nove.

NOTE: As a vanpire Yuki-Onna's voice is cold and nenaci ng.
YUKI - ONNA
(angry)
It was 1! ! 1!
Yuki - Onna turns towards M nokichi, slowy and nenacingly.
YUKI - ONNA

After so long you break our pact - the
bargai n made to save your lifel

M NOKI CH
(shocked and upset)
But... But... But...?!

Snow bl ows in through the wi ndow - everything becomng icy.
There is a DI STANT HOAL out si de.

Yuki - Onna bunps into her new shoes and pauses to | ook at
them then glances at her sleeping children.

YUKI - ONNA
Were it not for these children | woul d
drain you in a heartbeat!

M noki chi struggles to nove - he seens spel | bound.
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YUKI - ONNA
Shoul d the children ever have the
reason to conplain of you, | shal

return and treat you as you deserve!
Yuki - Onna glides towards the front door and FADES through it.

M noki chi noves stiffly - he hurries after her and opens the
door - outside is nothing but snow. He drops to his knees and
WEEPS BI TTERLY, she is gone wthout trace.

ZOOM I N on M nokichi as he bl ubbers, tears down his cheeks.
SLOW FADE TO

EXT. BANDI T CAMP I N MOUNTAI NS - DAY

Tents in nountains around a bonfire that overl ooks the

sweepi ng Japanese | andscape - very renote. Several BANDI TS

wi th m smat chi ng arnmour and weapons are gat hered.

THE BANDI T QUEEN, 25, has dreadl ocks, a patched green dress

and two axes. All are around M noki chi who kneels and

concludes his strange tale. He is now skinny and haggard.

In the background is a cart |oaded with bottles of sake. Also
are several grazing horses, plus an old MILE

ZOOM QUT from M noki chi who is upset and renenbering events.

original Japanese tal e has ended.

BANDI T QUEEN
Quite a story. But | do not believe in
ghosts, only in fools I can plunder!

The Bandits MJTTER in agreenent, a couple begin to exan ne
the bottles of sake. M nokichi w pes his eyes.

M NOKI CH
It's true - every word! I'm here
searching for ny wife, |I've devoted

the rest of ny life to find her!

BANDI T QUEEN
The rest of your |ife may be shorter
t han you reali se.

The Bandits CHUCKLE and sonme nove to stab M noki chi who
cl oses his eyes and waits for death.



BANDI T QUEEN
(to bandits)
VWAI T!

The Bandits back away, those with bottles return them

BANDI T QUEEN
| amgreatly noved by your tale... No
si npl e wi ne-nerchant coul d have
invented a story like that, so | am
inclined to believe you are who you
say you are - a sinple woodsnman

M NCKI CH
It is true! I|"'mnot a rich nerchant.
The sake is for the wise nonk of the
mountains - the price for his aid.

BANDI T QUEEN
| know of the nonk - and of his |ove
of sake. So | have decided not to
i npede you further in your quest.

M NCKI CH
You... You wll let nme go?
BANDI T QUEEN

We need sonething to show for our
efforts though. W keep half the w ne,
your horse and cart al so.

M NCKI CH
But how can | transport the rest?

The Bandit Queen points to The Mil e.

BANDI T QUEEN
You may have ny mule. Hirohito the
nmonk |i kes animals - perhaps you can
of fer hima new pet when you arrive?

M NOKI CH
You know of the nonk?

BANDI T QUEEN
| know everyone in these nmountains -
for that is ny business, how !l live. |
have deci ded to acconpany you
M nokichi - | amcurious to see if

there is any truth to your wild yarn.

19.



The Bandi

M noki ch

M NOKI CH
But |'ve spoken truthfully!

t Queen draws one of her two AXES, spins it
skilfully then holds the blade to Mnokitchi's throat.

BANDI T QUEEN
Wrds are easily said - but should I
find any hint of deception then
shal | have your head and return with
my mule and it's wares. Understood?

carefully nods - too nervous to protest.

EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL, RURAL JAPAN - DAY

A natura

with sake bottles attached to the saddl e.
rides a large inpressive horse adorned w th arnour.

20.

FADE TO

pat h t hrough nmountains. M nokichi rides the MILE

The Bandit Queen
She now

wears green arnmour with no helnet, the duel axes on her belt.

There is

BANDI T QUEEN
Remenber - at the first sign of
treachery I kill you. It matters not
if others see - all respect nme in
t hese parts. You are a stranger.

M NOKI CH
| amno liar! And in truth I'm pl eased
to have conpany - even a bandit.

BANDI T QUEEN
Be careful when you speak of bandits -
or | may cut out your tongue. Then no
others will hear your strange tale.

a nonment of silence as they proceed.

BANDI T QUEEN
| am curious though - what of your
three children? Wiere are they?

M NOKI CH
Wth Yoshi and his wife - ny cousin.
They | ove children but are unable to
start a famly. They will adopt our
children if I don't return.

FADE TO
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FLASHBACK BEG NS
I NT. HOUSE OF YOSHI, YOKANI CHI TOWN - DAY

The entrance area suggests residents are well off. M nokich
i s sayi ng goodbye to Rini, Taro and Kentaro. YOSH is about
35 and has a noustache, he is a nerchant.

AUNT KARORI, 25, is his beauteous wife. She seens noved by
t hi s unhappy parting between M nokichi and his children

M NCKI CHI (V. O
Cousi n Wat abe Yoshi is a food nerchant
at Yokanichi town. | rent a store from
himthere. The cart you took is his.

BANDI T QUEEN (V. O
| know Yoshi - he and ny gang have had
dealings for many years. He is a good
man, perhaps | wll return his cart.

M NCOKI CHI (V. O
| had no idea he...er...?

BANDI T QUEEN (V. O
Associated with bandits? No - that's
why he is so useful. He has your
children in his care then?

M noki chi says goodbye to his children - they are upset and
try to hug himbut he pushes them away and heads to the door.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
Yes - | told them | would not rest
until 1'd found their nother. During
my search | heard about a w se-nman
called Hrohito - the Holy Man of the
nountains. He said he wll help ne.

M noki chi exits quickly, stifling tears. Yoshi holds the boys
back and Aunt Karori hugs R ni as the door closes.

FADE TO
FLASHBACK ENDS
EXT. MOUNTAI N TRAIL, RURAL JAPAN - DAY

As before - The Bandit Queen and M nokichi are travelling
t oget her through the nountai nous | andscape.
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BANDI T QUEEN
The ' Drunken man of the nountains
nore |like. I'msurprised you agreed to
bring H rohito so nuch Sake - enough
to feed a whole village.

M NOKI CH
That was his price. | sold al nost all
| owmn to buy it. I'm desperate!

cannot go on w thout 'her'...
M NCKI CHI wi pes a fresh tear.

BANDI T QUEEN
Don't start bl ubbing again! | prom sed
|'"d get you there didn't 1? | suppose
if you "are' related to Yoshi then you
can't be that bad. He is a good sort.

FADE TO
I NT. SITTING ROOM MAGQ STRATE' S DQJO - DAY
Weal t hy but sparse with sliding doors. Yoshi is cowering
before THE MAG STRATE - who is tall and slimwth a | ong

nmoust ache. In the door is GUARD #1 - a retainer wth arnour
and spear. A SERVANT is loitering nearby, she is a Geisha.

MAG STRATE

You are a bad man Yoshi. VERY bad.
YOSHI

But Magi strate what have | done? | pay

nmy taxes - | break none of your |aws.
MAG STRATE

St ol en goods have been traced to your
busi ness. Goods belonging to the
surviving nenbers of the gang of

| shi kawa CGoenopn. You were seen
speaking with themon nore than one
occasion. Do not deny it!

YOSHI

| amno rebel! I"'monly a nerchant - a
busi ness nman, trying to make a |iving.

(takes a breath)
Sonetinmes | get 'cheap stock' from new
sellers, I know | should ask nore
guestions but the deal is too good to
ignore. I'mjust a trader! | have a
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famly to support and think of now.

MAG STRATE
Then | suggest you start being nore
forthcom ng. For their sake al so.
(to Guard)
Take himaway! He can contenplate his
position further in the dungeon.

The Guard grabs Yoshi and drags hi m away.

YOSHI
No! Have nercy! |'ve done not hi ng!

The Magi strate CLICKS his fingers and The Servant hurries to
refill his sake bowl, bow ng her head politely.

FADE TO
EXT. TRAI L APPROACHI NG MONKS HOUSE, RURAL JAPAN - PM

The Bandit Queen and M noki chi are nounted and headi ng
towards the distant house at the foot of a nmountain
over | ooki ng another cenetery. A crude trail w nds to both.

BANDI T QUEEN
You know he is always drunk? |'ve
known himsince | was a girl and only
saw hi m sober once in all that tine.
Wth this much sake he will drink
hi msel f sensel ess.

M NOKI CH
He seened 'jolly' when | found him at
Yur ashuka out post, buying supplies.

BANDI T QUEEN
| know that outpost also - we often
sel |l our booty there.

M NCKI CH
He said to bring all this sake over -
el se he woul d not be able to help.
was on the way when your nen m st ook
me for a wine nerchant.

BANDI T QUEEN
What happened before that - when you
first "lost' your wife | mean?

M noki chi begins to sniffle but w pes his eyes and takes a
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deep breath. The Bandit Queen rolls her eyes.
FADE TO
FLASHBACK BEG NS
Sound in the scene is MJTED in favour of the VO
I NT. HOUSE OF M NOKI CHI, RURAL JAPAN - MORNI NG

M noki chi is plunper here, standing before his three children
who are very upset having just |earned of their nother.

M NCKI CHI (V. O
| tried to explain to the children,
but hardly understood nyself. O Yuk
suddenly gone is like losing a linb
and | know | cannot face |ife w thout
her, nor bring up the children al one.

The children weep and hug each other - distraught.

M NOKICH (V.O
So | took the children to ny cousin -
as | said - and began ny search.

CUT TO
EXT. FOREST AND BOAT HUT BY RI VER - MORNI NG

Wntery but no snow - |eafless trees seem i ke hands reaching
upwards as M noki chi wanders, searching, upset. He is
SKI NNl ER now and nore scruffy.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
| returned to the boatman's shack
where | first saw her... Explored the
entire forest, asking everyone |
encountered if they' d seen her..

There is a distant HOAL and M nokichi turns eagerly towards
it, he hurries through the trees - but sees nothing.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
A week passed - but no trace. | vowed
to devote the rest of ny days to find
her - to reunite our famly.

M noki chi wanders towards the hut, | ooking m serable.
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BANDI T QUEEN (V. O
Per haps she can only be found on cold
days? O during heavy snow? O night?

M noki chi gl ances up at the darkening sky as he wanders. The
cl ouds again seemto be the face of Yuki-Onna.

M NOKI CHI (V. O
Il will clinb every snow capped
nmount ai n! Expl ore the frozen | ands of
Russia, go to the ends of the world if
| nmust! | even thought of harm ng the
children - just so she'd return..

FADE TO

FLASHBACK ENDS
EXT. TRAI L APPROACHI NG MONKS HOUSE, RURAL JAPAN - PM

The Bandit Queen has stopped her horse and is | ooking at
M noki chi questioningly. They are closer to the Monks house.

M NOKI CH
| didn't though. I'd sooner cut off ny
hand than strike nmy child! They are
all 1 have left now. ..

M noki chi w pes another tear. The Bandit Queen shakes her
head and rides towards the house, he follows behind.

BANDI T QUEEN
The nmonk |ives here, but sonetines

travels. | hope he is not in a stupor.
Shoul d he not corroborate your tale
though - I will kill you for Iying.
M NOKI CH
(quietly)

Then at |east nmy suffering is over.
FADE TO
| NT. PRI SON CELL BELOW MAG STRATES DQJO - PM

Yoshi is battered and brui sed. MOANS from unseen prisoners in
other cells are heard. A RAT scanpers across the floor.

Suddenly a JANGLE OF KEYS and t he door opens - Guard #1
enters and gl ares nenacingly at him Yoshi cowers away.
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YOSHI
Pl ease - no nore beatings! Have | not
suf f ered enough? No nore!!
The Guard steps cl oser and beckons.
FADE TO
EXT. COURTYARD AT MAG STRATE' S DQJO - PM

The dojo is like a small castle around a courtyard with gate.

A riderless OLD NAG wi th cheap-1ooking saddle is here as is
The Magi strate, THE RONIN and 3 X SAMJRAI

Samurai #1 has an open-faced hel met and two swords.
Sanurai #2 has a no-dachi bl aded pol earminstead of sword.
Sanmurai #3 has a short-sword and | arge ornate crossbow.

The RONIN has bl ood red arnour, bigger than his conpanions
wth an air of nenace. He and the sanurai are nounted.

Yoshi arrives froman internal doorway - shoved al ong by
GQuard #1. The Magistrate smles and turns to him

MAG STRATE
Speak of the devil! Yoshi neet Ogawa
Kenichi - a famed Ronin now in ny

enpl oy. You have a chance for
redenption - act faithfully as his
gui de and you shall be given a pardon

Yoshi drops to his knees and bows.

YOSHI
Thank you Magistrate! | will serve
Qgawa Keni chi faithfully!

MAG STRATE
Good. If he is displeased or has any
reason to doubt your fidelity he wll
behead you. | hope that is clear?

YOSHI
Yes Magistrate! | thank you for this
chance to prove ny loyalty.

MAG STRATE
Good. Then you may nount the steed |
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have so generously prepared..

The magi strate points to the nag - the Sanurai CHUCKLE. The
RONI N never |aughs, instead he trots closer on his horse and
poi nts nenacingly at Yoshi. He has a DEEP GROALI NG VO CE.

RONI N
Serve me well nerchant - el se you
perish. |Is that understood?

Yoshi bows nervously and hurries to the check his horse.

YOSHI
M ght word be sent to ny wife? How
long will | be away for?

The Ronin SNARLS and di snounts. He draws his sheaved sword
and savagely begins to BEAT Yoshi with it as his conpani ons
wat ch. Even the Magistrate seens a bit shocked.

MAG STRATE

(to Yoshi)
| think you better stop asking him
guestions. It is inportant this errand
is done quickly as The Inspector is
visiting and I want good news to tell.

(To Roni n)
| suggest you refrain fromkilling
your guide? At |east until you have
| eft the grounds of ny dojo.

The Ronin stops beating Yoshi who | ays whi npering. The Ronin
turns silently to The Magi strate and bows.

FADE TO
| NT. THE MONKS DQJO - LATE PM
A central roomwith main entrance and kitchen area and a few
side-roons. Scrolls, books and papers everywhere. Through

w ndows a glinpse of the graveyard and nountai ns.

THE MONK wears robes and is face-down with a bottle - DEAD.
He is being exam ned by The Bandit Queen and M noki chi .

NOTE: The Monks ghost is seen and heard | ater.

M NOKI CH
Dead! ? How can he be dead?
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BANDI T QUEEN
W will not be getting many answers
fromhimtoday... O ever.

M NOKI CH
A wasted journey then. Yet another
dead end... No pun intended.

BANDI T QUEEN
Not for me - | will take your sake.
You are free to go. As far as | am
concerned your story ends here.

M noki chi picks up a scroll.

M NOKI CH
Perhaps there is a clue here? He was
adamant that he could help ne - that
he knew where | shoul d | ook.

BANDI T QUEEN
| bet he was, when you agreed to
provide himso much to drink

M NOKI CH
|'mnot sure he intended to drink it -
at least not all.

The Bandit Queen finds crunpl ed papers under the Monk - notes
on Yuki-Onna | egends, witten in Japanese.

BANDI T QUEEN
Not es about ' Yuki-Onna' - snow ghosts.
He was nmaki ng notes when he di ed.

M NOKI CH
You can read?
BANDI T QUEEN
O course - ny father taught nme. | may

be an outcast and bandit but | am not
sonme ignorant peasant.

(pause)
Meani ng no insult M nokichi.

The Bandit Queen reads the notes.

BANDI T QUEEN
This nmentions a place where Yuki-Onna
nmust return every decade... Else they
| ose their powers and becone nortal.
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M NCKI CH
Perhaps | can find this place?

BANDI T QUEEN
There may be books and scrolls here
that will tell us nore? Help ne | ook.

M NOKI CH
But | cannot read?

The Bandit Queen points to a synbol on the notes.

BANDI T QUEEN
Look for papers that bear this synbol
- it means ' Yuki-Onna'.

They begin to rummage around and search the scrolls.

M NOKI CH
| can't believe he has so nuch stuff.
He nmust be a long way from' nirvana'.

M noki chi finds a door to a side room- he peers inside. He
wanders through and opens a blind for light - it is a
bat hroomw th LARGE METAL TUB. He is out of view a nonent.

BANDI T QUEEN
And | can't believe you were bringing
so nmuch sake. Wat were you thinking??

M NCOKICH (O S)
He said it will prove nmy determ nation
- and be a show of nmy comm t nent.

BANDI T QUEEN
A show of your foolishness nore |ike?

M noki chi energes fromthe bat hroom

M NCKI CH
| don't believe that. He seened w se,
and it seens he was very confortable
here. Have you seen what's in here?

BANDI T QUEEN
Visitors to the graves bring him
donations and offerings. He had quite
a nice thing going...

The Bandit Queen peers through the bathroom door - she STARES
and gapes at the bathtub - suddenly horrifi ed!
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M NOKI CH
| s sonet hi ng wong?

The Bandit Queen GAPES - her hands begi n shaki ng, her eyes
well with tears. M nokichi | ooks puzzled by her reaction.

FADE TO
EXT. MOUNTAIN TRAIL, RURAL JAPAN - LATE PM

The Ronin, 3 X Sanurai and Yoshi are proceeding on their
mounts. Yoshi's face is swllen and bruised - he can hardly
see out of one eye. The Ronin waits for Yoshi to catch up

RONI N
This is the way to the trade-post?
Where the bandits often visit?

YOSHI
(speaki ng pai nfully)
Yur ashuka Trade-post, yes.

RONI N
How far away?

YOSHI
An hour or alittle less from here.

RONI N
You are well known there?

YOSHI
Yes. Al though I m ght not be
recogni sed, |ooking like this.

RONI N
If you try to warn them of our intent
you will be the first to die. Then
will kill your fam |y, rape your wonan
and burn your house down. C ear?

YOSHI
Very clear, Ogawa Keni chi .

The Ronin spurs his horse on. Al follow behind.
FADE TO
| NT. THE MONKS DQJO - LATE PM

The Bandit Queen is weeping and shaking as Mnokichi tries to
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confort her. He fetches a bottle of sake for her.

BANDI T QUEEN
You nust tell... tell no-one of ny
weakness... | am.. nuch troubl ed.
M NOKI CH

Try sone sake. Don't worry, ny lips
are seal ed. Drink up!

The Bandit Queen grabs the bottle with a trenbling hand and
gulps it down. After a nonent she seens nore herself.

BANDI T QUEEN
| was caught off-guard... It was a
shock. A bad shock. ..

M NOKI CH
What happened? \What upset you?

FADE TO
FLASHBACK BEG NS
EXT. COURTYARD, EDO CASTLE - DAY
Simlar to the dojo courtyard but bigger. The Bandit Queen is
cl eaner and plainly dressed here. Wth her are BANDI T #1,
BANDI T #2 and BANDI T #3. She and all bandits are unarned.
Bandit #1 (aka '"Akira') is tall and slim
Bandit #2 (aka 'Chihiro') is short and rotund.
Bandit #3 is very unkenpt and hairy, with a beard.
The Bandits are anpbng a crowd of PEASANTS wat chi ng an
execution. Several GUARDS |i ke those at the Magi strates
provi de security as | SIKAWA GOEMON (a md 30's man) and his 5
year old son are being boiled alive in a G ANT METAL BATH.
BANDI T QUEEN (V. O
My father - Ishikawa Goenon - was a
famous bandit, fanmed for taking from
the rich to give to the poor.
Goenon tries to hold his son up out of the boiling water as

he expires, SCREAM NG i n agony. Tears run down The Bandit
Queens cheeks as all watch the terrible death.
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BANDI T QUEEN (V. O
After years of hiding in the nountains
he was captured by Toyotom Hi deyosh
and put to death along with his infant
son - ny brother. Boiled alive!

NOTE : ' Goenon Baths' are named after Goenon across Japan

FADE TO
FLASHBACK ENDS
I NT. THE MONKS DQJO - LATE PM

The Bandit Queen quaffs nore sake and her hands are badly
shaking. A tear rolls down her cheek as she renenbers.

BANDI T QUEEN
More Sake! | need nore sake!

M noki chi qui ckly finds another bottle and she gulps it down.
She CHOKES for a nonment then takes a deep breath.

BANDI T QUEEN

My Fat her believed the peasants woul d
rise up and free him.. That united in
pur pose peasants woul d take over and
usher-in a new era for Japan.

(pauses - upset)
But they only stood and stared! After
all he'd done - the blood he shed for
them and their famlies! They just
stood and watched himdie!!

M NCKI CH
Peasants are not warriors - do not
think us cowards. If injured our
famlies suffer - our fields are not
t ended and our children starve.

BANDI T QUEEN
| continue ny fathers work - | am now
| eader. Al look to ne, so | keep ny
ni ght mares and fears a secret.

The Bandit Queen sits and drinks as M nokichi sits near by,
unsure what to do or say to the troubled young wonan

FADE TO
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EXT. TRADI NG POST, W LDERNESS - LATE PM

Tents and stalls at a crossroads. In the background MERCHANTS
haggl e with CUSTOMERS (| ocal farmers and peasants).

In the foreground Bandit #1 and #2 are now arnmed and are
talking to THE MERCHANT - a plunp Japanese nman at a stall.

Unknown to them The Ronin and Samurai are approachi ng,
ni pping to hide behind tents. Yoshi approaches openly.

BANDI T #1
(to Merchant)
We can throwin the cart too if you
want ? But we need the horses.

BANDI T #2
A very reasonable price. R ght Akira?

The haggling bandits and nmerchant take no notice of Yoshi as
he staggers closer - not recognising himinitially.

BANDI T #1
Right. And its good quality sake.

All three turn to Yoshi as he arrives.

BANDI T #1
Yoshi - is that you?

YOSHI

(whi speri ng)
You need to get away from here!

BANDI T #2
What has happened to you?

Suddenly The Ronin steps out followed by the 3 X Sanurai -
t hey advance as all hurriedly draw their weapons.

The Roni n SCREAMS and CHARGES - he SLICES Bandit #1 in two!
Yoshi cowers as the scene erupts into violence. Custoners and
Merchants begin fighting the Samurai - who are eager to
sl aught er everyone present. Yoshi cowers and gapes.

FADE TO
EXT. CEMETERY BY MONKS HOUSE - EARLY EVEN NG

As glinpsed before. A wooden pyre has been built and the body
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of the nmonk on top. M nokichi has a fiery brazier.

The Bandit Queen is drunk, she sways and staggers but is no
| onger upset. She still holds a bottle.

BANDI T QUEEN
(slurred)
Thank you for helping with this...

M NCKI CH
The wood was no problemfor nme - |ucky
there are a few good trees round back.

M noki chi noves to |ight the pyre.

M NOKI CH
Shoul d we say sone words?

BANDI T QUEEN
(nods and thinks a nonent)
| knew Hirohito for many years - a
| earned but troubled man who cared
deeply about others. Farewell H rohito
- may you find the sake you | oved so
much in the afterlife.

The Bandit Queen NODS to M nokichi and he lights the prior.
FADE TO
EXT. TRADI NG POST, W LDERNESS - EVEN NG

Now ruins, tents torn and burning, carts and stalls
overturned. Goods spilled - including many bottles of Sake.
Everyone but Yoshi, The 3 X Sanurai, The Ronin and Bandit #2
| ay dead. The Ronin is holding-up Bandit #2 up by his ears.

BANDI T #2
(squeal i ng)
Qur leader is at the hills of
Horoshiri! By the spring!

RONI N
(to Yoshi)
You know of where he speaks?

YOSHI
The spring is up a goat-path, |ess
than an hour from here, easy to find.

Bandit #2 | ooks accusingly at Yoshi but GURG.ES. The Ronin
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has stabbed himwith his short-sword and tw sts the bl ade.
The bandit coll apses, dying and gutted (literally).

RONI N
Mount up nen - we end this tonight.

YOSHI
What of the sake? And the fallen? Some
may live if given hel p?

The Roni n stonps nenaci ngly towards Yoshi - who cowers
nervously, expecting another beating.

RONI N
Bring all the sake you can carry -
then we will celebrate later. As for
survivors ny nen will ensure none are

left to tell tales. Understood?
Yoshi bows nervously and begins to collect the bottles.
FADE TO
| NT. THE MONKS DQJO - EVEN NG

The corpse gone, things tidied. Mnokichi is preparing a
meal , he turns as The Bandit Queen approaches with a nap.

M NOKI CH
What do you have there? You are still
hunting for clues?

BANDI T QUEEN
Actually I was | ooking for something
to wipe with. | found sonethi ng good

and sonet hing bad - both by accident.

M NCKI CH
Somret hi ng good and sonet hi ng bad?

BANDI T QUEEN
The good is a nmap that shows a pl ace
mentioned in the Monks notes. A
nmount ai nous area called | zum shiri.
Where the Yuki-Onna dwell, in a
haunted cave, if the | egends are true.

M NOKI CH
Then | know where to go! Thank you
M ss | shi kawa.
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BANDI T QUEEN
| don't use nmy famly nane - it brings
unwanted attention. Call ne 'Kasum'.

The Bandit Queen hands M nokichi the map and sways a little.

POV from M noki chi looking at map - this is Japanese in style
and shows a | ake surrounded by nmountains and a cave | ocation.

M NOKICH (O 9S)
| will clinb a nountain to get there!

BANDI T QUEEN ( O. S)
You won't need to, if you cross the
| ake there is a trail through. See?

BACK TO SCENE
M nokichi is |ooking at the map and seens enthusi astic.

M NCKI CH
| thought you didn't believe nme?

BANDI T QUEEN
The nonk did - he seened to want to
hel p you. But now for the bad news.

M NOKI CH
If its about ny cooking, wait at |east
until you try it?

She waves a scroll at him

BANDI T QUEEN
This note says when the Yuki-Onna
spend a nonth in the cave - between
ol d and new noons - they forget al
they neet in the world of nen. So she
will forget you and the children.

M NCKI CH
A nonth? But it is only 3 days until
t he new noon?! She will forget us??

BANDI T QUEEN
If the note is correct. And it's only
two days, as today is nearly done.

She screws up the scroll and heads away.
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BANDI T QUEEN
In either case I'll be popping outside
for a few m nutes. Shout when di nner
is ready, could you?

M nokichi is lost in thought and | ooks at the map.

FADE TO
EXT. BANDI T CAMP | N MOUNTAINS - N GHT
The Bandits are sleeping in tents, a few have | anps on. There
are many enpty bottles about. Two Bandits pace about with

spears. The bonfire gives light but burns | ow.

Suddenly a hand GRABS one of the bandits and pulls himinto
t he bushes, where he is heard bei ng STABBED

The 2nd Bandit pacing realises his conrade is m ssing and
hurri es about |ooking for him grow ng concerned.

AN ARROW THUDS into his neck - he sinks, gargling and dying.
The Ronin and The 3 x Sanmurai energe fromthe darkness -

Sanmurai #3 has his fired Crossbow. They ready their weapons
as they wal k into the canp unhi ndered.

RONI N
Kill these verm n. Show no nercy!
The Sanurai begin to stab and kill the sleeping bandits.

FADE TO
I NT. THE MONKS DQJO - N GHT

Lanps and a fire lit. The Bandit Queen has renoved her
arnmour. She and M nokichi finish their neal.

PAN QUT from knife stabbing neat - which the Bandit Queen is
eating. This is the last part of her dinner.

M NOKI CH
Al done?

She nods, chewi ng. He takes her now enpty bow .
BANDI T QUEEN

| did not think you would be nmuch of a
cook M nokichi, but | was m staken.
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M NOKI CH
| al ways enj oy cooking at hone for ny
famly. O did...

BANDI T QUEEN
Thank you for agreeing to stay, |'m
far too sleepy to return to ny canp.

M NOKI CH
It's the least | can do for your help.
The Monks bed is nade-up for you.

BANDI T QUEEN
"1l take you to the lake in the
nmorni ng, | know the way. After that
t hough you' re on your own.

M NCKI CH
Thank you again 'Kasum'. | hope | get
there in tinme.

BANDI T QUEEN
It's a days ride, the | ake won't take
long to cross assunming there's a boat.

M noki chi puts the plates in a bowl w th washing-up itens.

M NOKI CH
Oh - | have closed the door to the
bat hroom Just in case.

BANDI T QUEEN
Sorry about before - | was caught off-
guard. It will not happen agai n.

M NOKI CH
No problem | too hate to see anyone
killed... It's horrible.
FADE TO

EXT. BANDI T CAMP | N MOUNTAI NS - NI GHT
Most tents are slashed and splattered with blood. Al but 3 x
bandits are dead - bodies are being stacked in a pile by
Samurai #1 and Yoshi (Yoshi does nost of the work).

The bonfire nore built-up (the sanmurai are happy to be seen).

The bandits are tied and kneeling - including Bandit #3. The
Roni n stands behind themwith his sword rai sed.



39.

KOMAKO is simlar in |looks to The Bandit Queen but nore petit
and dainty. She wears a silk nightgown. She struggles to pul
free as Sanurai #2 holds her from behind.

Sanurai #3 is looking for |oot and other survivors.

RONI N
(to first bandit)
Where is your Leader?

The bandit does not reply. The Ronin CHOPs his head off -
this rolls along the ground. He noves to the next bandit.

RONI N
(to 2nd bandit)
Where is your Leader?

The next bandit does not reply - The Ronin CHOPS his head off
and noves to the final bandit - Bandit #3.

RONI N
(Firmy - to Bandit #3)
Where is your Leader? SPEAK

BANDI T #3
She went to the old cenetery at
Yamatani! To visit Hirohito - a nonk
who |ives there!

RONI N
(to Yoshi)
Do you know of this place?
YOSHI
Yes - it is a couple of hours ride

fromhere. A well known |ocal place.

KOVAKO
(Yoshi)
Traitor! Way help this devil?

Yoshi turns to Komako - one eye is too swollen to see through
and she gets a closer look at his injuries.

YOSHI
Look what they did to ne Komako!

The Ronin CHOPS OFF THE HEAD of bandit #3. The head rolls
t owar ds Komako and the three Sanurai all seem anused.
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RONI N
You! G RL! You know of this cenetery?
KOVAKO
| do. It is where ny father is buried.
RONI N
(to Yoshi)

Then your service is done. Return to
the Magistrate - tell himthe bandits
are dealt with and that we are to

capture their |eader at the Cenetery.

Komako seens puzzled but Yoshi bows to the Ronin.

YOSHI
Yes! | wll do as you instruct.

Yoshi bows multiple tinmes to all and eagerly hurries towards
his old horse - happy to be rel eased and | eave.

KOVAKO
(whi spering after him
You cowar d!

FADE TO
| NT. THE MONKS DQJO - N GHT
M nokichi is asleep on the floor in his underwear in a bed of
bl ankets, the enbers of the fire provide light. He is awoken
by a SPLASHI NG sound outside. He sits up an | ooks around.
There is another SPLASH - agai n from outsi de.
M noki chi opens the main door slightly and peers out.
POV from M noki chi | ooking through gap in door. The Bandit
Queen is outside, naked and washing by a water barrel. She is
surprisingly beautiful in the nmoonlight and doesn't see him

BACK TO SCENE

M noki chi gapes for a nmonent, then takes a breath, pulls the
door closed and returns to bed. He seenms conflicted.

FADE TO
EXT. BANDI T CAMP | N MOUNTAI NS - NI GHT

The heads of the 3 x beheaded bandits are on stakes at the
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entrance to the canp. The Sanmurai are partly unarnoured and
eating. Komako is tied to a tree and The Roni n approaches her
menaci ngly - he is still fully arnoured.

PAN OQUT from the severed heads.

Komako stares defiantly at The Ronin. He pulls out his short-
sword and waves it in her face a nonent then cuts her free.

RONI N
(to all)
W will rest here this evening... Qur
new guide will keep us entertained.
KOVAKO

| am no nusician or story teller.

Sanmurai #2 rises and noves towards the Ronin - in case Komako
makes a run for it.

RONI N
You wi |l dance and renove your cl othes
- ny nen have sinple tastes.

KOQVAKO
The hell 1 wll!

Sanmurai #2 noves to strike her but the Ronin raises his hand
and he obediently stops and steps away.

RONI N
What is your nane wonman? Are you a
whore servicing these bandits?

KOVAKO
| have nothing to say to scumlike
you. When The Bandit Queen di scovers
what you have done she will hunt you
down and kill you all!

The Sanmurai all LAUGH at this threat.

RONI N
(to sanurai #1)
You have the spirit of a wild horse!
Sol will ride you until you are
properly broken. Hold her steady!

Samur ai #2 GRABS Konmako's arns and hol ds her from behi nd. She
struggles to no avail. The Ronin begins to pull off his
arnour as his nmen turn to watch. He npves closer to Konmako
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and renoves his helnmet - she GASPS and faces away!

The Ronin is hideously deforned - this face MELTED from burns
and horrific scars, his fewteeth |ike jutting tusks.

The Ronin pulls Komako's hair to make her | ook at him and
noves his face closer to hers.

RONI N
| will take you girl! Long after you
screamin pain and beg for nercy |
will take you - again and agai n!

FADE TO
I NT. MAG STRATE' S COURTYARD - NI GHT

Yoshi has returned on his nag and i s being hel ped down from
his horse by CGuard #1 and by GUARD #2. Cuard #2 is dressed
| i ke the other guard but ol der, fatter and bearded.

The Magi strate exits an internal building and approaches
Yoshi. He is fastening his attire and | ooks sweaty.

MAG STRATE
Yoshi ? You are al one?

YOSHI
| have news from Ogawa Kenichi! The
Bandits have been put to the sword,
conme norning he will capture The
Bandit Queen at the cenmetery of
Yamat ani where she is visiting.

MAGQ STRATE
Excel | ent! You have done wel|.

YOSHI
Sorry for the | ateness of the hour.
Were you going to bed?

MAG STRATE
|"moften up late - | have many
pressing duties as town Magi strate. So
are you to return to The Ronin?

YOSHI
No, he has found another guide - a
femal e bandit instead of nyself.
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MAGQ STRATE
You shall remain here until | receive
confirmation. Now if you' |l excuse ne

| have inportant work to get back to?

YOSHI
But | have served faithfully! | just
want to get hone to nmy wife!

The Magi strate NODS to his Guards who GRAB Yoshi and escort
hi m away towards the door |leading to the cells.

MAG STRATE
Don't worry about your w fe Yoshi, she
is in good hands...

The Magistrate smles evilly and returns the way he cane.
FADE TO
I NT. SITTING ROOM MAGQ STRATE' S DQJO - N GHT

Lanps flicker around the room Aunt Karori is in her
underwear and standing in the corner, a vacant expression.

The door slides open and The Magi strate enters - she does not
nove or react. He | ooks her up and down then closes the door.

CLI CK!' He snaps his fingers. Aunt Karori seens to awaken, she
| ooks around confused and startl ed.

AUNT KAROR
Magi strate Tat suo?! \What happened?
Where am | ? What's goi ng on??

MAG STRATE
Cal myourself Mstress Karori - as |
told you before - | amin conplete

control of all that happens here.

Aunt Karori is shocked to find her clothes m ssing, then
real i ses she has a strange taste in her nouth. She SPITS and
wi pes her lips, glaring accusingly at The Magi strate.

AUNT KAROR
What is this taste in ny nouth? Dd
you drug ne? Wiere are ny cl ot hes?

MAG STRATE
You are ny guest - as is your husband.
Do you not renenber? You have been
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very hel pful and conpliant - very
'open’ about your husbands dealings. A
little nore fromyou and you may go.

She approaches and kneel s pl eadi ngly.

AUNT KAROR
Pl ease - rel ease nmy husband! | do not
care what happens to ne, but spare
him ['ll do anything that you ask!
MAG STRATE
(smling evilly)
Yes... | know you will.

FADE TO
EXT. CEMETERY BY MONKS HOUSE - EARLY MORNI NG

Barely sunrise. The Bandit Queen is scoopi ng ashes fromthe
nmonk into a bag. She is fully dressed and arnoured. Standing
nearby is Mnokichi, also fully dressed but sl eepy.

Behi nd themthe horse and nul e are saddl ed and ready.

M NCKI CH
You sure you shoul d be taking those?

BANDI T QUEEN
At sonme point | will scatter these in
t he doorway of his favourite Sake
House in Edo - he would like that.

M noki chi mounts his uni npressive steed - as before there are
bottl es of sake attached to the saddle. The Bandit Queen - to
his surprise - begins to pull weeds froma nearby grave.

M NOKI CH
VWhat are you doi ng now? Cone on, we
don't have nuch ti ne!

BANDI T QUEEN
This is ny uncles grave. | wll
quickly tidy the others as the Mk is
gone. It is only proper the dead are
respected - and only takes a m nute.

M noki chi rolls his eyes and shuffles inpatiently.

FADE TO
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EXT. BANDI T CAMP | N MOUNTAI NS - MORNI NG

STAKES with the heads of ALL dead bandits in the background.
The canp BURNS al ong with headl ess bodi es and dead hor ses.

In the foreground, arnmoured and nmounted and proudly watching
the bl aze are The Ronin, The 3 x Samurai and Komako - she is
on a bandits horse and her hands tied behind her back. She is
nowin a silk dress and is sore, tired and unhappy.

RONI N
Let this be a warning to any bandits
that yet remain in these hills.

The Sanurai nod - pleased with their work.

RONI N
Lead on girl - lest you crave nore
“intimate tinme' with nme?

Konmako scow s at The Ronin and SPI TS towards him (m ssing),
t hen manages to get her horse trotting along the path. The
Sanmurai and Ronin all follow behind her, seem ng anused.

RONI N
See how well she rides, even tied? It
seens | trained her well |ast night!

The Sanmurai all CHUCKLE
FADE TO
EXT. DESOLATE LANDS APPROACHI NG LAKE - MORNI NG

This | andscape is nore desolate and eerie. M nokichi and The
Bandit Queen are travelling on their horses, in nore of a
hurry now. The sky is darkening - a stormis com ng.

NOTE: The Bandit Queen has the ashes - a POUCH on her belt.

M NOKI CH
Conme on, can't we go a bit faster?

BANDI T QUEEN
There is no point exhausting our
mounts. Qur pace is good enough and we
shoul d treat horses w th kindness.

M NOKI CH
You seem very odd for a Bandit.
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BANDI T QUEEN
Real | y? How so?

M NOKI CH
Worryi ng about the horses, tending
t hose graves and cremating the nonk.

BANDI T QUEEN
Wel |l you seem unusual for a peasant.
Braver and nore driven than nost.

M NOKI CH
' mjust nore desperate.
(pause)
Is it far to the | ake from here?

BANDI T QUEEN
A good few hours - | know this region
but rarely conme this way. There are
rumours this land is cursed. Haunt ed.

M NOKI CH
Haunt ed?

BANDI T QUEEN
Last year the peasants here fled,
abandoni ng their hones. | heard talk
of 'a nmonster' but pay little
attention to peasant superstition.
Present conpany accepted.

M NCKI CH
Thank you... | think.

FADE TO
EXT. TRAI L APPROACHI NG MONKS HOUSE, RURAL JAPAN - MORNI NG

In the distance the mountain with Monks house. The Roni n and
Sarmurai foll ow Komako who is still tied, all are nounted.

POV FROM THE RONIN - he adm res how Komako's shapely | egs
hold tightly around her horse, guiding it al ong.

RONIN (O 9)
You are a good rider, you have strong
| egs and t hi ghs.

KOVAKO
Don't you renenber |ast night?



BACK TO SCENE

The Ronin trots closer to her on his horse.

RONI N
How you remained still and took it?
Well it is clear you are well trained

with horses at |l east. You are not a
nere slave or servant, are you?

Komako gl ances at himangrily.

KOVAKO
Very well. In truth I amlshi kawa
Konmako - cousin of Ishi kawa Kasum -
The Bandit Queen of The Mbuntai ns.

RONI N
| suspected as nuch - from your
i ndi gnant squirnms and gasps. A nere
sl ave woul d not be so of f ended.

KOVAKO
My cousin wll kill you, regardless.

The 3 X Sanurai all CHUCKLE

EXT. DESOLATE LANDS APPROACHI NG LAKE - LATE MORNI NG

47.

FADE TO

M noki chi and The Bandit Queen have stopped to rest and feed

their nounts, although M nokichi is pacing about.

M NCKI CH
Mor e del ays?

BANDI T QUEEN
The horses need to rest. Especially
your mule, it can hardly keep up.

M NOKI CH
And whose fault is that? | had a nice
cart until | net you.

BANDI T QUEEN
| can just |eave you out here - |et

you stunbl e about on your own? |'m
doi ng you a favour being here.

M noki chi |1 ooks at his nmule for a nonent.
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M NOKI CH
Sorry - | don't nean to be stubborn. |
was j ust thinking about the children.
| hope they're all alright...

FADE TO
EXT. MAG STRATE' S COURTYARD - LATE MORNI NG

The SERVANT is noving robotically as if hypnotised, she is
opening the gate with a vacant smle.

The 3 x children - Rini, Kentaro and Taro - hurry past and
she closes the gate behind them She waits, dazed and vacant.

NOTE: It seens the children have powers fromtheir nother.
The children hurry quietly through the courtyard.

RI NI
Your sure Aunty Karori came here?

TARO
That's what she said - to plead on
behal f of Uncle. Sonething nust have
happened to her to be gone so | ong.

KENTARO
Wth luck we will all be honme from
here before anyone noti ces.
Guard #1 approaches froman internal door and readies his
spear. Rini |ooks worried but Taro and Kentaro CLOSE THEIR
EYES and EXTEND THEI R HANDS t owar ds hi m

TARO
We are not here - you did not see us.

Guard #1 stops in his tracks and seens confused - he has
forgotten the intruders. He shrugs and wanders away.

The children smle and head towards an i nternal door.
FADE TO
| NT. CORRI DOR | N MAG STRATE' S DOJO - LATE AM

This leads to a stairs both up and down, |arge urns and
crates here. The children are exploring and searching.
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RI' NI
Are you sure we should do this? Mther
said to keep our abilities hidden.

TARO

First our parents, now Aunt and Uncle

are mssing - it's an emergency!
KENTARO

| feel themnear - in this building.
RI'NI

Me too - uncle is underground | think.
There are FOOTSTEPS - sonmeone com ng downstairs.

TARO
Quiet - | hear soneone!

RI NI
Qui ckly - hide!

The three children hide behind the crates.

The Magistrate arrives, with Guard#2 and GUARD #3 at his
side. Guard #3 is the fatter of the three seen so far.

The Magi strate nods and points to where the children are
hiding, as if able to sense them The guards GRAB the
children and pull themout by their arns.

MAG STRATE
Don't think 'beings' with powers |ike
yours can pass ny doorway unnoti ced.
(to Guards)
Take themto ny ritual chanber!

The guards nod and roughly escort the children away.

KENTARO
No! Let us go!

TARO
Get off nel!

RINI

Hel p!

FADE TO
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The Roni
nount s.

The Roni

The 3 x
| oose in
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n, 3 x Sanurai and Komako are arriving on their

The Ronin turns to Konako (who is still

RONI N
Is this the place?

KOVAKO
Vel | ' duh'!

n SLAPS her then turns to his nen.

RONI N
Hroto - wait outside with this
troubl esonme girl. Hroshi - go around
the back. I will enter with Junichiro.
Kill all you find w thout nercy!

tied).

Sanmurai nod and check their weapons and swords are

t he scabbards. Konmko SI GHS.

EXT. FURTHER DESCOLATE LANDS APPROACHI NG LAKE -

A few hu

M noki ch

There is

FADE TO

LATE MORNI NG

ts are falling to ruin - enpty and abandoned. One is
the FI SHERVAN S HUT (seen nore later). It is beginning to
RAIN and the clouds are storny. The Bandit Queen is |eading

i along, both nounted again.
M NOKI CH
(shruggi ng)
Still no-one around? Abandoned?

BANDI T QUEEN
A year ago this place was thriving..
| think we should shelter in one of
these huts until the storm passes.

a RUMBLE OF THUNDER

M NCKI CH
Can't we press on?

BANDI T QUEEN

|'ve no wish to be soaked. Don't worry

- we won't be delayed for |ong.

M NCKI CH
Al this stopping... It's torture!
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FADE TO
I NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAGQ STRATES DOJO - M DDAY

Filled with both occult and torture devices. An X-shaped rack
on a chain above a snoking pit. A desk and shelves full of
books and scrolls. The 3 x children are in a ROUND CAGE
suspended by a chain with wires. Qutside it is STORW. The
Magi strate is CHANTI NG before a |large ornate wall-mrror.

TARO
Let us out!

KENTARO
what are you doi ng?

RI NI
I want ny nmunmy!

MAG STRATE
Silence brats! O 1 shall siphon your
life-energy and not just your power!

He pulls a goblet froma neice connected to a wre/pipe,
swgs its contents then SPITS this out over the mrror.

MAG STRATE
Your presence has given nme a new
option, but the ritual is conplicated.
I nterrupt me again and die!

The Magistrate returns the cup and nutters nore incantations
- the reflection in the mrror beconmes warped and distorted.

Kentaro plucks out Rini's hair-pin fromher hair. He bends it
and uses it on the lock on their cage - she seens annoyed.

Shapes in the mrror swirl and a shadowy figure forns.
Suddenly its eyes open - these glow in the darkness.

TARO
It is a Shikigam! A denon!!

KENTARO
The Magi strate is an Onnyoji Master!

The shadowy form speaks with an ethereal raspy voice.

THE SHI KI GAM
Yes nmy Master. | await your conmmand.
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The Magi strate CHUCKLES EVILLY as the children stare in
horror at the denonic apparition.

FADE TO
I NT. THE MONKS DQJO - M DDAY

The Ronin, Samurai #1 and #2 and Komako are present. (She is
still tied). The Ronin is exam ning the map and notes vi ewed
previously by The Bandit Queen. It is storny outside.

RONI N
Good of themto | eave us notes..
Unl ess these are nerely a decoy?

KOVAKO
My cousin is cunning - you will not
find her so easily.

RONI N
She does not know | seek her. She wll
only | earn when she dies by ny sword!

KOVAKO
She is used to being hunted,
di sappearing fromone nonent to the
next. That is how she survives.

RONI N
Then it is time for our other option.

The Ronin nods to The Samurai who pushes Konmako to her knees
and steps away. The Ronin draws his sword.

KOVAKO
What is the meaning of this?

RONI N
One bandit head is as good as anot her!

The two Sanmurai seemto approve of this plan and nod.
The sound of horses NEIGH NG QUTSI DE - frightened horses.

The Ronin noves to behead Komako but pauses when a SCREAM i s
heard outside - Sanurai #3 (off screen). Al are surprised.

The door bursts open and a PEASANT ZOMBIE enters. This is a
reani mated rotting corpse of one of the peasants in the
cenetery, decaying and filthy.
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The Peasant Zonbi e grabs Samurai #2 and BI TES onto his neck
and shoul der, holding himin a deadly enbrace.

Konmako SCREAMS and cowers away, still bound.

The Ronin HURLS his katana at the zonbie |ike a spear -
inmpaling it to the wall. It is still noving but now stuck.

Sanurai #2 col | apses, dying, Sanmurai #1 attends him

KOVAKO
Are the dead rising to kill us?!

The Ronin draws his short-sword and exam nes the zonbie -
this SNARLS and tries to grab. He cuts off its head. The body
falls - still twitching - as the Ronin recovers his katana.
The zonbie head snaps its jaws at him- still alive.

ANOTHER SCREAM out si de (Sanurai #3 again - in pain)

RONI N
(to remai ni ng sanur ai)
Qui ckly - outside!

The Ronin cuts Komako's bonds.
FADE TO
EXT. CEMETERY BY MONKS HOUSE - M DDAY ( STORMY)

The horses are tied to a post outside the graveyard, NElI GH NG
and pulling to get away. Sanurai #3 is being eaten by several
ZOVBIES fromthe graves. A STORM wi th LI GHTNI NG above.

The Ronin, Sanurai #1 and Konako exit the Mnks house and
gape as nore zonbies claw ng out of graves, grow ing.

RONI N
Don't just stand there - attack!

Sanmurai #1 draws his swords and nervously attacks the Zonbies
as the Ronin and Komako watch. At first he does well, cutting
and slicing, however nore zonbies begin to surround him

KOVAKO
Aren't you fighting themtoo?

RONI N
| nmust know ny eneny before | fight.

Sanmurai #3 is partly eaten but begins to twitch - becom ng a
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Zonbi e. He SNARLS and grabs at the ankle of Samurai #1 -
distracting him The zonbies GRAB Sanurai #1 and BI TE hi m

Suddenly Samurai #2 staggers out of the Dojo behind the
Roni n, now a drooling zonbi e. Komako SCREAMS and cowers.

RONI N
Quickly - to the horses! It is
i npossible to fight so many.

The Roni n decapitates zonbified Samurai #2, who sinks to his
knees as Komako flees to the horses.

Most zonbi es are busy eating Sanurai #1 as The Ronin and
Konmako hurry away. The Ronin lets his prisoner go ahead.

From behi nd the horses ZOWBI E- DAD st aggers out. He wears
nmoul dering BLUE ROBES - a nerchants attire. He SNARLS and
| urches at Komako as she gapes in terror at him

KOVAKO
It is ny father! | know his cl othes!
How can this be happeni ng?!

The Roni n SHOVES Konmako into Zonbi e-dad and both topple. For
a nonment they westle, Zonbie-Dad trying to bite his daughter
and she pushi ng hi maway SCREAM NG

The Roni n SWEEPS down hi s katana - beheadi ng Zonbi e- Dad.
Komako is a bl ubbering bl oody ness, distraught. The Ronin
sheaves his sword, pulls her up and onto a horse and unties

it. He frees the other horses which gallop away, save his own
whi ch he mounts calnmy. He gazes over at the zonbies.

RONI N
Be thankful | still need a guide.

The Roni n and Komeko gal |l op away, she clings on and is upset.
FADE TO
| NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAGQ STRATES DQJO - EARLY PM

The Magi strate has dozed off at his desk, slunped over a
spel |l book. The mirror seens 'normal' again.

The chil dren have ESCAPED t he cage and tip-toe towards the
door. Rini holds her bent hair-pin up and seens annoyed.

Al'l pause as the Magistrate SNORES | oudly and shuffles - then
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remai ns sl eeping as before.

Taro puts his finger to his lips. The children conti nue
creepi ng and Kentaro reaches up for the door-handl e.

FADE TO
| NT. PRI SON CELL BELOW MAG STRATES DQJO - EARLY PM
Yoshi is in the prison cell. There is the sound of persons
approachi ng outside his door - with |ight footsteps.
YOSHI
Who... Who is there?
TARO (O S)
(out si de)
Uncl e Yoshi - are you in there?
KENTARO (O. S)
It is us! Your nephews and niece!
YOSHI
You shoul d not be here! Does Aunt
Karori know you are here?
RINI (O S)
She is mssing! Have you seen her?
FADE TO

I NT. CORRI DOR FOR CELLS, MAG STRATES DQJO - EARLY PM

A corridor with stairs and cell doors. The WAILS of unseen
prisoners. The children are here. Hangi ng above are KEYS.

YOSH (O S)
(fromcell)
No - | haven't seen anyone apart from
that fiendish Magistrate. There is
sonet hi ng very strange about him

TARO
(poi nting)
The keys - | ook!
Rini and Kentaro reach up for the keys - they are too high.

KENTARO
| can't reach them
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RI NI
| think we need a grown-up?

YOSH (O S)
(from behind cell door)
CGet away! It is not safe here!

The Magi strate and Guard #1, #2 and #3 approach.

MAG STRATE
How right you are Yoshi. Take then

The Guards corner and grab the children.
MAG STRATE

But don't harmthem- | shall need
them again for further experinents.

KENTARO
Not agai n?
MAGQ STRATE
(to guards)
Lock themin acell. | will deal with

them after ny guest has been and gone.
FADE TO
| NT. FI SHERMAN' S SHACK - EARLY PM ( STORMWY)

Run-down and full of crates and fishing gear. The Bandit
Queen is lighting a fire. It is dark and storny outside.
M noki chi is | ooking at sone old fishing gear.

BANDI T QUEEN
"1l have this fire going in a m nute,
then we can dry off.

M NOKI CH
This is good quality gear. My dad
taught nme fishing but died before |
could learn, so | becane a woodsman.

BANDI T QUEEN
Nei t her much of a skill, surely?

The fire is nowlit, she warns her hands.
M NOKI CH

My skills keep me and nmy famly fed. |
|l earned to select trees with care and
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not harmwldlife. My teacher Msaku
was a Buddhi st and taught ne this.

Bandit Queen pulls off soggy arnour and cl ot hing and hangs
these by the fire. Mnokichi averts his gaze - nostly.

BANDI T QUEEN
You're a Jack of all trades then?
Per haps you could join us? Its not
just all fighting and pl undering.

M NOKI CH

Are you inviting ne to your gang?
BANDI T QUEEN

Yes - | suppose | am

Bandit Queen - now in her underwear - notices M nokich
| ooki ng at her. He turns away, enbarrassed.

BANDI T QUEEN
Shoul d you grow tired of your quest
you will be welconme with nme and ny

men. Wth us you wll never go hungry
or be without a friend. It is a rough
but happy life | offer.

M NOKI CH
Thank you - | know you nean well, but
that is no life for nme. | like trees.

(1 ooki ng at nets)
Why abandon such fine nets?

BANDI T QUEEN
It seens they left in a hurry.

There is a ROLL OF THUNDER out si de.

FADE TO
| NT. RU NED BUI LDI NG DESOLATE LANDS - M D PM ( STORMY)

The Ronin and Komako are sheltering in a ruined building with
sliding door to next room- one wall has collapsed and they
are still nounted but inside. It is raining heavily outside.

RONI N
Are you injured? Bitten?

KOVAKO
No - and no thanks to you!
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RONI N
You're alive aren't you? Qobey ny
orders and remai n so.

KOVAKO
Are you not planning to take ny head
anyway? Wiy go through with this
m ssi on now your mnen are dead?

RONI N
Now it is personal. | would not want
my nmen to die for nothing. I will find
and kill your cousin, this I swear!

FADE TO
I NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAQ STRATES DOJO - M D PM

The Magi strate is speaking to the Shikigam in the mrror,
its eyes GLEAM NG brightly and snmoke swirls behind it.

MAG STRATE
Have | not given you nore power than
you need? What happened?

THE SHI KI GAM
| took possession of the dead and
attacked... Two nortal s have escaped
on horses. One was a wonan

MAG STRATE
The Bandit Queen? She still |ives?

THE SHI KI GAM
| did exactly as you conmanded of ne -

but 'she' lives, as you say.
MAG STRATE
| will punish you for this! But the
| nspector arrives any nonent... Do you

know how to find her, Shikigam ?

THE SHI KI GAM
She heads north to a | ake, | am
stronger at night but will need a
sui tabl e host to confront her.

MAG STRATE
Then go - seek and destroy! | wll not
accept failure. Go!
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The shadowy figure in the mrror fades - becom ng the
reflection of the nagistrate.

FADE TO
I NT. FI SHERVAN S SHACK - LATE PM

The rain outside has stopped, M nokichi is alone and
rummagi ng around the abandoned fishing equi pnent, TUTTI NG

M NOKI CH
(to self)
VWhat a waste to | eave behind. ..

MOVEMENT in shadows - as if someone hiding. A G.I MPSE OF THE
EYES OF THE SHHKIGAM gleamin the darkness. M nokich

noti ces and steps closer. The eyes vani sh. As he noves nearer
nervously he discovers a polished pan by a crate in a shadow,
the eyes just his reflection. He SIGHS with relief and turns.

FADE TO
EXT. REAR OF FI SHERVAN S SHACK - LATE PM

Wet fromrecent rain and dark. The Bandit Queen is in her
dress, squatting on an outside open-air toilet. She has her
axe propped up nearby. Soneone hidi ng nearby, spying.

She gazes around as she relieves herself. The sound of a
FOOTSTEP on a branch. She slowy reaches for the axe.

Suddenly THE FERRYMAN springs out from behind a tree and
ki cks her axe away and ains a crossbow at her. He is about
70, scruffy with no teeth and his clothes patched many tines.

She raises her hands as he tries not to ogle.

FERRYNMAN
Don't nmove! Stay still.

BANDI T QUEEN
It seens you have ne at a
di sadvant age? Be warned - | am not
al one. A fearless bodyguard is with
me, so you' d better surrender

Suddenly M nokichi exits the hut (having heard voices) - the
Ferryman turns and ains at him- he raises his hands.

M NCKI CH
Don't shoot! | give up
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The Bandit Queen SIGHS and rolls her eyes.

FERRYVAN
What are you doing in old Tanaka's
fishing hut? Are you robbers?

M NOKI CH
| am no robber! Just a woodsnan.

BANDI T QUEEN
Mnd if | pull up ny dress?

FERRYNMAN
Sorry Mss... But |I have not seen
anot her face - or anything else - for
many weeks. Lets go inside and tal k?

The Ferryman waves his crossbow at the hut.
FADE TO
| NT. FI SHERVAN S SHACK - EARLY EVEN NG

The rain has turned to sleety-snow. The Ferryman has his
crossbow and The Bandit Queen and M nokichi sit by the fire.

BANDI T QUEEN
My nanme is |Ishi kawa Kasum - sone cal
me ' The Bandit Queen of the
Mount ai ns'. You may have heard of nme?

FERRYNMAN
| don't get out mnuch, sorry.

BANDI T QUEEN
| am daughter of I|shi kawa Goenon -
have you at | east heard of hin®

FERRYVAN
O course! A great man hel ping the
needy. | nmet himonce, years ago... |

heard they finally caught hinf

BANDI T QUEEN
He was put to death, just |ast year.

The Ferryman | owers his crossbow and seens unhappy.

FERRYNMAN
|"msorry to hear that, | nuch adm red
himand his principals. A great man of
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our age, if an old ex-Ferryman's
opi nion counts for anything.

M NOKI CH
Ex- Ferryman? Have you retired?

FERRYNMAN
My boat is in need of repair and there
is no-one to help ne with repairs..
Then of course is 'the nonster'.

BANDI T QUEEN
The Monster? What nonster?

FERRYMAN
The | kuchi of the Lake, of course!

FADE TO
FLASHBACK BEG NS
EXT. AT THE HAUNTED LAKE - DAY

A wide lake with icy forest and nountains north and a few
huts and fishing jetties to the south (not yet abandoned).

A small fishing boat with a FISHERMAN is out with his net.
Wat ching fromthe bank is the Ferryman, who is carrying out
mai nt enance on his flat-bottoned ferry at the jetty.

FERRYMAN (V. O
| sawit with my own eyes! It canme up
fromthe depths after a fishernman!

The Fi sherman has caught nore than he expected - the water
churns and spl ashes as his small boat |urches. The Ferryman
stops his work and waves to the Fisherman to warn him

SPECI LA EFFECT - | KUCH SEA SERPENT

An KUCH is fromfolklore - a giant nmulti-headed serpent
like a Hydra with flippers. It's snapping heads surround the
Fi sherman and capsi ze his vessel. The Fi sherman SCREAMs and
swinms but is bitten and pulled under as The Ferryman wat ches.

FERRYMAN (V. O
Li ke a sea-serpent with many heads,
rearing up fromthe water

The Fisherman is gone and the I kuchi returns to the depths,
out of sight. Bits of the boat bob in the water.



FERRYMAN (V. O
There was nothing | could do, it was
over in nmonments! The nonster struck
again and again after, none were safe
near the | ake any | onger.

BANDI T QUEEN (V. O
Wiy not | eave as well? Find sonewhere
where there are no nonsters?

FLASHBACK ENDS

I NT. FI SHERVAN' S SHACK - EARLY EVEN NG

As before - the Ferryman is telling his tale.

I NT. RU NED BUI LDI NG DESCLATE LANDS -

A fire has been lit,
a makeshi ft

met al

FERRYMAN
| amtoo old to nove, nonster or not.
My health is poor and I am not | ong
for this world. So | stayed. As for
the nmonster |'ve not seen it for over
a nonth now - it may have left.

BANDI T QUEEN
|s the forest beyond the | ake haunted?

FERRYMAN
So | egends say, but those here would
never venture far into its depths and
we always stay well away at night.

M NOKI CH
| know a little of carpentry - perhaps
| could try to repair your boat? If so
m ght you take us across?

FERRYVAN
Ah, to be out on the open waters
again... Very well. If you're happy to

take a chance on the nonster?

EARLY EVEN NG
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FADE TO

FADE TO

the horses are resting. Komako is using
rolling-pin to flatten rice-cakes onto a sheet of
by a fire and The Ronin is sharpening his sword.
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POV from Ronin pausing to | ook up at Komako.

Komako is | eaning back and forward as she rolls - offering a
gl i npse of her cleavage, her actions unknow ngly sexual .

BACK TO SCENE

RONI N
The way you do that... It rem nds ne
of ny former wife. She nade cakes.

KOVAKO
Did you brutalise her too?

RONI N
| have not seen her in many years. She
fled when | returned hone after ny
‘accident' and burns.

KOVAKO
" mnot surprised. Even a dog would
run fromthe sight of you

Komako noves the rice-cakes on the netal over the fire to
hal f cook and half grill, trying not to burn them

RONI N
| considered plucking out her eyes..
But | have no need for the conpany of
a woman. O so | thought.

KOVAKO
Don't go getting ideas. | was with
"Esuko’ - a bandit fromthe canp -

until you nurdered him He was kind..

Suddenly the Ronin DI VES and CHOPS his sword besi de Konmako!
She is startled. He reaches past and picks up a very |ong
dead SNAKE t hat had been noving to bite her in the shadows.

RONI N
A Marushi! Very poi sonous. Like us it
sought to keep out of the cold. A bite
woul d kill you within an hour or at
best | eave you bl i nded.

KOMAKO
Wll... Don't think this nakes ne
di sli ke you any | ess.



RONI N
| don't care to be |iked. And now we
have sonething nore to eat.

Komako rolls her eyes.

EXT. FERRY AT THE HAUNTED LAKE - EARLY MORNI NG

64.

FADE TO

In the distance behind is the jetty where a red cloth is
The far side is a dark icy forest. The ferryman is

f I appi ng.

PUNTI NG his ferry. The Bandit Queen and M noki ch

and their

nounts are onboard (the nmule | oaded with the sake). Rolled in
onboard is a net which M nokichi is exam ning.

a bundl e

The Bandi

BANDI T QUEEN
(to M nokichi)
You bring this? For the nonster?

FERRYNMAN
That won't stop it, if so?
M NCKI CH
No - it is fine quality, a wonderful

net. Too good to just |eave behind.

FERRYMAN
Tanaka will not mss it - he and his
wfe left for Edo | ast year.

M NOKI CH
(To Bandit Queen)
| am surprised you object to nme taking
sonet hi ng not m ne, considering..

t Queen glares silently at M nokichi.

FERRYVAN
Wiy are you and your wife heading to
the forest anyway? There are no
settlenments and very little gane.

BANDI T QUEEN
| amnot his wifel Wien | see him
safely across | shall return al one.

M NOKI CH
It is ny wife who | seek though. |
heard she may be in the forest.
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FERRYNMAN
Be careful - lost souls and Yuki-Onna
are said to roamthere at night.

BANDI T QUEEN
Have you had any | ady custoners
| atel y? Over the last few weeks?

FERRYVAN
My | ast passenger was a wonan - al so
heading to the Forest. | barely made

it back as the ferry was badly

| eaki ng. Luckily no sign of the
nonst er though. | warned her of the
dangers but she just smled.

M NOKI CH
How | ong ago was this?

FERRYMAN
A nonth ago. No, about three weeks...
She was pale and pretty but seened
very unhappy. One odd thing though..

BANDI T QUEEN
VWhat was t hat?

FERRYVAN
She said she was fearful of water and
i nsisted on holding onto ny armas |
punted across. Her touch was as ice!
But | didn't conplain - | was glad to
have anot her custoner after so |ong.

FADE TO
EXT. RU NED BUI LDI NG DESCLATE LANDS - EARLY MORNI NG

The fire has burnt out. Konmako is asleep under a blanket in
her underwear, dream ng, a CHAIN on her ankle tied to a beam

SPECI AL EFFECT - a shape fromthe shadows - the Shikigam.

Li ke a shadow itself it floats closer, sliding-up her bl anket
and caressing her legs. She stirs as if having an erotic
dream The shadowy form noves into her bed and glides up
under the bl ankets. Konmako GASPS happily, dream ng.

The top of her blanket is pulled down as the shadowy form
noves above her - face to shadowy face. The denons hand noves
about her to strike, its fingers |ike opaque talons.
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Suddenly an internal door opens and SUNLI GHT fl oods inside -
di spelling the denmon which fades to nothing. It is The Ronin,
who glinpsed the entity for a noment. He tugs Konako's chai n.

KOVAKO
(waki ng)
Ohit's you? | was having a wonderful
dream no vill ai nous Roni n anywhere.

RONI N
Wl cone back to reality.

Komako cl anbers up and the Ronin | ooks around the room
seeming a bit uncertain what he just glinpsed.

KOVAKO
Lost sonet hi ng?

The Ronin GRUNTS then pulls her bare leg up by the chain and
runs his hand over her knee.

KOVAKO

Let nme guess - you nean to rape ne?
RONI N

Actually | need you to keep still. The

| ock on your chain is faulty.

The Roni n unl ocks her chain and rel eases her.
RONI N

| saved you a rice-cake for breakfast.

| expect you are hungry?
Komako seens surprised but nods.

FADE TO

| NT. COUNTI NG ROOM MAG STRATES DQJO - MORNI NG
An accounting office with lots of financial records. THE
| NSPECTOR is at the main desk, bent over paperwork, his
ASSI STANT sits at another desk doing |ikew se.
The INSPECTOR is very fat and has a | arge nose.
The ASSI STANT is slender and willowy, with big bul bous eyes.

The Magi strate enters and bows to The Inspector.



| NSPECTOR
Ah, there you are Magistrate..

MAG STRATE
| trust everything is in order and
your acconmmodation is confortable?

| NSPECTOR
Actual ly Tatsuo | have a concern
t hough not for nyself...

MAG STRATE
A concern | nspector? Wat?

| NSPECTOR
My assistant and | took a | ook at your
cells and don't |ike what we saw.

The Assi stant shakes his head.

MAG STRATE
That, if | may be so bold, is the
poi nt of such places. If they were
pl easant none woul d fear arrest.

| NSPECTOR
| have seen children there - all under
ten. Surely children do not warrant
such poor treatnent?

MAG STRATE
Oh - then? Their uncle is associ ated
with bandits. They broke in and tried
to rescue himonly yesterday.

| NSPECTOR
But 'children' Tatsuo? Little kids? A
young girl? Can they really be bl anmed
for wanting to help their uncle?

MAGQ STRATE
| suppose - putting it like that - it
does seema little '"harsh'..

| NSPECTOR
| have received a fornmal conplaint,
the noment | arrived in town. About
pri soners bei ng abused, detained with
no evidence, no trial. | have seen the
children for nyself and am shocked
Tat suo, shocked!
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MAG STRATE
An unfortunate oversight - nothing
nore. My guards are over-zeal ous at
times. The children will be freed and
"Il have the guards whi pped.

| NSPECTOR
Good. Toyotom Hi deyoshi is keen to
win the hearts and m nds of these
peasants, not fuel their conplaints.

MAG STRATE
O her than ny prisoners - | hope you
have found the taxes are al
accounted, down to the penny? | could
even offer a little "bonus' - if your
report is to be a favourabl e one?

| NSPECTOR
My report will NOT be a favourable
one. Far fromit!

The Assistant TUTS and shakes his head.

| NSPECTOR
Your paperwork is barely |egible, your
accounts a shanbles! | shall report

this matter to the Dainmyo in person.
Even the food here is terrible!l My
poor assistant was nost appalled. ..

The Assistant pulls a face of disgust.

MAG STRATE
But the last of the bandits have been
defeated, their |eader currently being
hunted. Surely a few disgruntled
peasants are of no cause for concern?

| NSPECTOR
The peasants seem nore nervous of YQU
t han of bandits. There have been
al l egations of witchcraft - sorcery!

The Assistant shudders theatrically.

| NSPECTOR
Stuff and nonsense | know, but we have
to be seen to act. The Peasants here
are superstitious and grow rebellious.

68.
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MAGQ STRATE
(whi spers to self)
She dares to point the finger then?
The I nspector | ooks questioningly at The Magi strate.
FADE TO
EXT. FERRY AT THE HAUNTED LAKE - MORNI NG

The horses, The Bandit Queen and M nokichi are on the ferry
as the Ferryman punts themtowards the forest.

M NCKI CH
|"mglad we are nearly there.

FERRYMAN
Sorry it took a while - ny boat is not
as it used to be. | can pop back to

pick you up later if you w sh?
Suddenly The Ferryman nearly | oses his pole.

FERRYMAN
Oh Chi kushou!

NOTE: Chi kushou nmeans 'oh shit' in Japanese.

BANDI T QUEEN
What is wong Ferryman?

FERRYNMAN
|"ve drifted too deep - ny pol e cannot
reach the bottomhere. W will have to

wait a short while and drift.

Sonmething is noving in the water and all gaze at the ripples.
The Horses STAMP and grow nervous.

SPECI AL EFFECT : a G ANT TENTACLE from a gi ant unseen Cctopus
beneath the ferry energes and dangl es above them

M NOKI CH
Is this the | kuchi?

FERRYMAN
It is the Monster! W are dooned!!

SPECI AL EFFECT: A 2nd TENTACLE w aps around the prow.
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BANDI T QUEEN
It has us trapped!

The Bandit Queen draws her axes and CHOPS at the tentacle as
a 3rd TENTACLE energes and gropes for them

NOTE: |kuchi are really giant octopus - not sea serpents.

SPECI AL EFFECT - The G ANT OCTOPUS energes, with a |arge eye

and huge beak. It tips the ferry - the horses and | oose itens
SPLASH into the water. The three onboard hang on, The Bandit

Queen waps her leg around a rope and grips her axes.

The ferry falls level again with a big SPLASH but anot her
giant tentacle finds the nule of M nokichi - which is
wei ghed-down by its heavy load in the water.

FERRYMAN
It's after the horses!

The tentacle pulls the mule into the creatures gi ant beak.
The other horse is swimring frantically for the bank.

M NOKI CH
My poor mule! And ny sake!

The gi ant oct opus CRUNCHES the mul e and bottles.

The Ferryman drops to his knees and nutters prayers, The
Bandit Queen continues chopping tentacles - to little avail.

After chew ng and swall owi ng the nonster it becomes 'rel axed
- its tentacles grow floppy and its giant eye gl azes.

FERRYMVAN
(opening his eyes)
The tentacl es grow | i np!

BANDI T QUEEN
The Sake - the sake has effected it!

M noki chi GRABS his net and quickly unfolds it.

M NCKI CH
Help me with this net! QU CKLY!!

Al throw the net over the nonster - it pulls and thrashes,
causing the Ferry to rock wildly - but cannot pull free. As
M noki chi and The Ferryman hold the net The Bandit Queen
grabs the punting-pole and chops the end into a point. She
noves the spear ready to stab the giant eye.



Aunt Karori

BANDI T QUEEN
Now we have a spear

To everyone's amazenent the gi ant octopus speaks -
strange nonotone voice that gargles in the water.

THE OCTOPUS
VAIT! Do not kill ne.

stop and stare - anmzed.

I NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAG STRATES DQJO - MORNI NG

MAG STRATE
You brought this on yourself. | |et
you go out of kindness and you run off
to spin wld yarns about ne.

AUNT KAROR
How dare you treat nme |ike this?! Let
me go, or...Or...

MAG STRATE
O what? You'll tell The Inspector? He
is already heading hone with that
obsequi ous assi stant of his. And not
before dism ssing half of my guards!
He said he couldn't stand to remain
here anot her m nute!

AUNT KARORI
Then you' d better release ne and throw
yourself on his mercy.

MAG STRATE
He will not reach Edo alive, your
all egations die with him You and your
husbands di sappearance will not be
i nvestigated either.

AUNT KARORI
Qur di sappear ance?

MAG STRATE
You two don't matter. Tell me

is chained to the rack, her clothing torn.
Magi strate works the pulley to nove her
PIT. Guard #1 is exiting, having just delivered the prisoner.
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it has a

FADE TO

The

rack over a STEAM NG
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where your children are? Tell ne!

AUNT KAROCR
The chil dren? Never!

The Magistrate lowers the rack and prisoner into the steam

MAG STRATE
TELL ME!

AUNT KAROR
| cannot tell what | do not know.

The Magi strate grins and | owers the rack further - causing
Karori to gasp and struggle. SWEAT drips down from her.

MAG STRATE
Per haps you won't be so stubborn if |
torture your husband before your eyes?

AUNT KAROR
Wiy not use your evil powers again -
then you will see | speak true?

MAG STRATE
My powers need tinme to 'recharge'..
Once | have the children | will be
restored and my powers increased.

AUNT KAROR
| don't know where they are. | only
realised they were gone one mnute and
the next | was being arrested!

MAG STRATE
D sappointing... But perhaps | wll
find consolation in your screans?

The Magi strate lowers Karori further into the steany pit.
FADE TO
EXT. FERRY AT THE HAUNTED LAKE - MORNI NG

As before, but now the horse of The Bandit Queen has reached
the shore safely. The Ferryman remains gaping at the nonster.

THE OCTOPUS
Don't scream- | ama 'Kitsune'. |
have been in this formso | ong now
have forgotten how to change back.



73.

Spare ne and | will aid you?
NOTE: A Kitsune is a shape-changi ng nythical nonster.

BANDI T QUEEN
You prom se not to attack us?

THE OCTOPUS
| promise! | feel too |ight-headed and
weak anyway, what was it | just ate?

BANDI T QUEEN
Lots and | ots of sake - and a nul e.

M NOKI CH
Let us release this creature?

BANDI T QUEEN
Are you sure it can be trusted?

M NOKI CH
| do not like to harmany animl - |et
al one ones that tal k back.

M noki chi is already renoving the net and the others assist.
When free the sea-nonster subnmerges and the ferry rocks.

FERRYVAN
(stanmering)
Wwwll it keep its word?

After a few nonents the G ant Octopus resurfaces, a short
di stance away fromthe bobbing ferry.

THE OCTOPUS
| will help you reach the other side
of the lake if you w sh?

M NCKI CH
Yes Kitsune - thank you

A tentacle energes and gently pulls the ferry al ong.

THE OCTOPUS
How el se may | hel p you?

M NCKI CH
| am searching for ny wife, O Yuki. It
seens she is a Yuki-Onna. Have you
seen such a person in these parts?
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THE OCTOPUS
There are many such beings that dwell
in the forest. But be warned - only
protection froma friendly spirit or a
great holy man will a nortal be safe.

BANDI T QUEEN
(to M noki chi)
Per haps we shoul d turn back?

M NOKI CH
Drop ne off at the bank - | shall go
on alone fromthere.

THE OCTOPUS
As you command. .

Anot her tentacle appears as the ferry is pulled along by the
gi ant octopus nore rapidly towards the shore with trees.

FADE TO
EXT. ROAD BY RI VERBANK - LATE MORNI NG

The Inspector is in a RICKSHAWw th his Assistant, carried
along by 2 x BEARERS - lightly arnmed mal e retainers.

The I nspector and Assistant can be seen in the w ndow.

| NSPECTOR
(to Assistant)
Don't worry about your tobacco pouch -
you can get a new one in Edo. The
Peasants here will pinch anything!

The Assistant nods sadly and SIGHS. The | nspector | eans out
and calls to the Bearers.

| NSPECTOR
Hurry up - get a nove on! | want to
reach that inn by l[unchtine...
The Bearers exchange unhappy gl ances and trot faster.
FADE TO
| NT. WOOD SHED, YOKANI CHI TOMN - M DDAY
A nostly enpty woodshed at the town outskirts. The children

(Taro, Kentaro and R ni) have nmade canp here, with supplies
and bedding and a few toys. Rini peers outside.
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RI NI
They are still searching for us.
KENTARO

| think that |Inspector can help. The
man who we saw in the prison

KENTARO
But he's gone - | saw himin his
Ri ckshaw | eaving town with his 'Ad' .

TARO
Per haps we can conpel themto hel p?

RI NI
Use our mmgi c again you nean?

KENTARO
Mot her told us not to draw attenti on.
Besi des - what can we do stuck here?

Taro waves a tobacco pounce, on this is a netsuke bauble with
a carving of The Assistant - with big staring eyes.

TARO
We can use this - if we work together.

FADE TO
EXT. JETTY AT THE HAUNTED LAKE - M DDAY

The Ferryman's boat is noored and he is nmaking sone repairs
and bailing-out sonme water during the conversation. On the
Jetty stands The Ronin and Komako, their horses nearby.

FERRYMAN
You wi sh to travel across the | ake?
Busi ness i s boom ng today!

RONI N
You have had other travellers? | see
your ferry looks a little damged?

FERRYNMAN
W had a run-in with the |ocal |ake
nonster. | scarcely believe it nyself,

yet | was there and saw it up cl ose!
The heads though are really tentacles.

RONI N
How nmany were crossing before?



76.

FERRYNMAN
A man and a worman... The man was a
woodcutter, he hel ped repair ny boat.
The woman was a warrior | think, she
seened rat her haughty.

RONI N
Good! Take us across as soon as you
are ready. W will wait.

FERRYMAN
"1l be ten mnutes - mght | offer
you or your wfe a drink? | have been
gi ven a couple of bottles of good
sake, the last that the woodsman had.

KOVAKO
| amnot this devils wife - | amhis
prisoner! H's victim

RONI N
Si | ence wonan!

The Roni n PUNCHES Komako in her stomach - she falls to the
ground GASPI NG The Ferryman gapes, shocked.

RONI N
CGet the boat ready A d Man. Quickly!

FADE TO
| NT. BATHROOM AT I NN - M DDAY

Communal , with itens of nmen's and | adi es clothing, including
a kinono. A dressing table wth pots of nmakeup. The Assi stant
is looking into a mrror, in his underwear about to make use
of the steami ng bath. As he gazes his eyes glaze and he
suddenly grins childishly. He speaks with the voice of Rini.

RINI (V.0
(Speaki ng from Assi stant)
Look everyone - | am so big!

(gi ggl es, | ooks down)
Gh - and I ama man?

NOTE: The Assistant is now possessed and controlled by Rini.

The Assistant springs up happily and blinks his eyes.
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RNl (V.0
(from Assi st ant)
Ooh and here is sone nmakeup! And a
| ovel y ki nono dress too!

The Assistant uses a power puff and gazes into the mrror.
The voices of the other children echo around the room

KENTARO (V. O
Don't muck about Rini! W need to tel
the I nspector what is happening.

TARO (V. O
Yes - there is no tinme for silliness.

| NSPECTOR (O. S)

(from out si de door)
Hurry up Fumhito - don't let the
water get cold! | want a turn too.

The Assistant G GAES and pulls on the kinpbno and dances
about childishly, looking at "hinself' in the mrror.

KENTARO (V. O
Stop being so silly!

| NSPECTOR (O. S)
(from out si de door)
Are you talking to soneone in there?

The door opens and The Inspector enters - he gapes as the
Assistant turns to himin his makeup and dress.

| NSPECTOR
By the Buddha's Fundoshi! | thought
you were strange, but this is a new
| ow Fum hito, even for you

FADE TO
EXT. I N THE HAUNTED FOREST - M DDAY
An overgrown trail through huge ancient trees topped with
snow, nountains overlooking all. M nokichi and The Bandit

Queen share her horse, she sat at the front and hi m behi nd.

BANDI T QUEEN
Hold nme tight - | don't want to fall.

She smles as M nokichi puts his arm around her wai st.
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M NOKI CH
Wy are you still with me? You said
you'd get me to the | ake and | eave.

BANDI T QUEEN
| want to see this through now. And
| " ve never known such strange things
until 1 met you. Besides - this may
make a useful l|ocation for our canp if
people are afraid to conme here.

M NCKI CH
Per haps they are wi ser than we? Are we
headi ng the right way?

BANDI T QUEEN
Yes, just follow this trail north.

They trot along - not seeing a pair of eyes gleaming in the
dar kness - watching from shadows between trees.

FADE TO
EXT. FERRY AT THE HAUNTED LAKE - EARLY PM

On the ferry is The Ferry Man, The Ronin and Konmako and their
horses. The Ferryman uses his punt-pole with pointed-part up.

RONI N
Your pole |ooks Iike a spear?

FERRYMVAN
W were to use it on the nonster
earlier. As nonsters go though it
didn't seemas bad as | expected.

RONI N
Until recently I did not believe in
nonst ers.

KOVAKO
| did not believe in themeither,
until | met YOU

The Ronin clenches his fist and considers nore violence. The
Ferryman | ooks away as he punts. Konako stares defiantly.

RONI N
You may not believe it Komako, but |
was not always as | am now. ..
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KOVAKO
A devil you mean?

RONI N
There was a tine when all who knew ne
prai sed ny honour and held nme in high

regard. | was even thought handsone.
KOVAKO
You're right - | do not believe it. So

what happened?
ZOOM I N on the masked face of the Ronin.
FADE TO
FLASHBACK BEG NS
| NT. CHAMBERS AT HONNO-JI TEMPLE - DAY

Sinple roons in a large tenple being attacked from outside -
the SOUND OF BATTLE. The Ronin is several years younger, his
red arnmour new and his helnmet under his arm He is handsone.

Wth himare a few SAMJRAI - RETAI NERS and LORD ODA NOBUNAGA.
Nobunaga is 47 with part shaved head and fl owi ng robes.

CLCSE UP AND PAN OQUT from t he handsone Roni n.

RONIN (V. O
In my youth I was a retainer for Oda
Nobunaga, a powerful Lord who united
many provi nces under his banner.
wor ked hard and was proud of ny
position. | married a beautiful girl
named Matsu and was very happy.

PAN OQUT FURTHER - parts of the tenple are ON FI RE and soneone
is trying to break through the door.

The Ronin puts on his hel net.

RONIN (V. O
Qda Nobunaga was betrayed by Akech
M tsuhide - a schenmer whose nen
besi eged the tenple he visited while
his forces were away on canpai gn

ENEMY SAMURAI burst into the room and advance. Lord Qda, the
Ronin and his nmen ready weapons and begin to FI GHT.
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RONIN (V. O
| did my duty - | fought wth the |ast
of the men - proud to die protecting
my lord as the walls burned around us!

Qut nunbered the Retainers are overwhel ned but the Ronin keeps

fighting
SAMURAI

as his conrades fall. The fire spreads and a few

ARCHERS enter and FIRE at the Ronin, peppering him

with arrows. Sonehow he fights on - defending his naster.

RONIN (V. O
| fought with all ny strength, unti
overconme by arrows and left to burn...

The Ronin sinks to his knees - overcone. He coll apses.

FADE TO

| NT. THE MONKS DQJO - DAY

The Mbonk

is treating a few | NJURED SAMJURAI who rest in

makeshi ft beds, aided by a NURSE/ NUN. The bandaged Ronin sits
and the Monk begins renoving his facial bandages..

PAN OQUT fromthe Ronin's eyes as they FLICK OPEN

The Monk

RONIN (V. O
Sonmehow | survived. | was restored by
monks and nuns who treated the few
survivors... But | was |eft scarred.

GASPS and steps back - The Ronin is as he | ooks now.

RONIN (V. O
And | was di shonoured - | had outlived
the lord I was sworn to protect with
ny life. I was a Ronin! My wfe fled

when | returned - fearful of ny face.
| was shaned, hideous and forced to
live as a common nercenary. As |
endured ny shane ny skills seened to
grow daily, as did ny bitterness.

FADE TO

FLASHBACK ENDS

EXT. FERRY AT THE HAUNTED LAKE - EARLY PM

As before, The Ronin concludes his tale.
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RONI N
My speciality becanme hunting bandits.
| even had a hand in the capture of
| shi kawa Goenon and killed many of his
best men with ny own hands!

The Ferryman seens a little shocked at this news.

KOVAKO
He was ny uncle. He only wanted a
fairer and nore equal Japan for all.

RONI N
He was a rebel and a bandit! It is a
shane | did not get to fight himin
person... |'d have enjoyed his death.

The horses seemto beconme nervous and the ferry bobs.

RONI N
In truth I long for a worthy death -
perhaps in himl'd have net my natch.

The ferry rocks fromside to side, the water choppy.

SPECI AL EFFECT - the G ant Octopus surfaces, its large
tentacles first and then its head.

Komako cowers behind the Ronin - afraid of the npnster.

THE OCTOPUS
M ght | help you again, Ferryman?

FERRYVAN
(pointing to Ronin)
This man is our eneny! Help us defeat
him He plans to kill the woodsman!

The G ant Octopus GURGLES ANGRILY and attacks - focussed
solely on the Ronin with its tentacles.

RONI N
Traitor!

Before the first tentacle strikes The Ronin draws his sword
and CUTS DOMWN the Ferryman. For a few nonents tentacles sweep
at the Ronin who severs them before they grab him

Komako attends the Ferryman who |ays dying, a nortal wound.
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FERRYMAN
Don't worry about ne... Swimfor
shore... The water becones shall ow. ..

A giant tentacle curls around the Ronin's | eg as he chops at
ot hers - being overwhel ned and splattered by oily bl ood.

Konmako gazes nervously at the nearby forest then back to the
Ferryman - he is dead. She noves to dive over the side.

FADE TO
| NT. SECURE CELL, JAPANESE HOSPI TAL - EARLY PM

The equi val ent of a padded cell in an experinental nental
hospi tal outside Edo. The Doctor and The | nspector are
observing The Assistant who has fallen asl eep and he wears an
early type of straight-jacket.

SPLASH The Doctor throws water over the Assistant.

The Assistant awakens and | ooks around - then blinks his
eyel ashes effemnately (he is still possessed by Rini).

| NSPECTOR
Oh Fum hito - to think things would
come to this. You' re just lucky this
new hospital was so near the inn

RINI (V.0
(from The Assistant)
Let me go! |I'mnot nad!

| NSPECTOR
| hope you have your best enenma ready
Doct or Wang?

The Doctor grins evilly and waves what | ooks |ike a set of
bellows in the air. The Assistant GULPS nervously.

FADE TO
EXT. IN THE HAUNTED FOREST - PM
M noki chi and The Bandit Queen share the horse riding
together as before - it is darker and is starting to snow.

BANDI T QUEEN
| feel we are bei ng watched.
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M NOKI CH
| amused to forests, but this place
is darker than any |'ve seen before.
W seemto always be in the shadows of
the nountai ns and trees, no sunlight.

Suddenly the STRANGE HOAL in the distance. M nokichi seens
pl eased and spurs on his nervous horse.

BANDI T QUEEN
|s that wol ves?

M NOKI CH
Maybe... | renmenber hearing how s when
| first encountered ny wfe.

BANDI T QUEEN
(di sappoi nt ed)
Well... Keep on our guard, | have a
bad feeling about this place.

There is a DI STANT SCREAM from behi nd - Komako!

M NOKI CH
Soneone is in trouble? A woman?

BANDI T QUEEN
It canme from behind! Let's see?

They about turn on their nmount and gall op the way they cane.
FADE TO

EXT. CLEARI NG I N THE HAUNTED FOREST - PM

Komako is restrained wwth back to a tree as SNOW VAMPI RE #1

and SNOW VAWPI RE #2 pin her. They are simlar in |ooks to

Yuki -Onna but #1 is white-haired, #2 is bald yet pretty.

SNOW VAMPI RE #3 is crouched over Komako - she has feline

facial features and big gl eam ng eyes. She is sucking

Komako's life out fromher nmouth to hers (like snoke).

As being 'sucked' Komako GASPS and GRUNTS - as if a sexual
act and sonehow pl easur abl e.

NOTE: Trees provide SHADOAS for the vanpires, if touched by a
beam of sunlight they recoil quickly - slightly snoul dering.

Komako | ooks pal er and weaker as Snow Vanpire #3 feeds.
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M noki chi and The Bandit Queen arrive on their shared horse
and hastily di smount. The horse NEI GHS nervously.

BANDI T QUEEN
It is ny cousin - Konako!

The Snow Vanpires rel ease Komako who is too weak to nove -
they turn and glide nenacingly towards the new arrivals.

The horse BOLTS AWAY t hrough the trees, terrified.

The Bandit Queen sw ngs her two-axes as M nokichi cowers

behi nd her. The axes do not cause nuch harmto the vanpires -
any cuts rapidly heal. M nokichi and The Bandit Queen back
into a tree - surrounded. He closes his eyes.

Suddenly Snow Vanpire #1 staggers and | ooks down - a short-
sword sticks through her chest - stabbed from behind. She
oozes bl ack bl ood and seens sonehow hol | ow.

The Ronin has arrived and just threw his short-sword. He is
covered in oily blood and draws his nmain sword.

RONI N
Now | will teach you devils fear!

In a whirl of action the Ronin SLICES and HACKS down the Snow
Vanpi re. BLACK SMOKE comes fromtheir wounds as he hacks -
until they shrivel |ike enpty bags and crunpl e.

The Bandit Queen and M nokichi hel p Komako up to her feet.

BANDI T QUEEN
Are you alright Komako?

Komako nods weakly but is struggling to breathe.
The Ronin turns to the survivors and raises his sword.
KOVAKO
(gaspi ng weakl y)
The Ronin... He is here to kill youl!
The tired Ronin steps closer but behind himthe 3 x Snow
Vanpires rise - they reinflate and wounds rapidly heal. He
turns but they pounce on himand westle himto the ground.

The Ronin is overpowered and dyi ng but makes a poi nt of not
screanm ng as the vanpires suck out his life.

Snow Vanpire #3 rises and turns towards the Bandit Queen.



85.

The POUCH of ashes on The Bandit Queens belt begins G.ON NG

M NOKI CH
Your belt? Is it on fire?

The Bandit Queen pulls off the pouch and throws it down - it
EXPLODES into a cloud of GLONNG ASH. A strange ghostly
figure fornms, of light and sparkling ash. It is The Monk.

The Snow Vanpires stop and stare at the ghost in wonder.

M NOKI CH
The nonk! But how??

The Monk calmy extends his pal mat Snow Vanpire #3. Wite
light shines fromhis hand - blinding and repelling. He
positions hinself between the survivors and vanpires.

BANDI T QUEEN
Hi r ohi t 0?!

The Monks voice is rich and reverberates all around.

THE MONK
You treated ny remains with honour. In
so doi ng prevented ny body being taken
by the Shikigam - a denon which seeks
you harm even now, with the power to
re-ani mate the dead.

KOVAKO
You can protect us fromthese devils?

THE MONK
Not for long - ny power wanes. By
nightfall you will be in great peril.

BANDI T QUEEN
They hate sunlight?

THE MONK
When they have fed they can resist its
rays a while, else it burns them

M NOKI CH
|"msorry | never reached you with al
t hat sake you want ed.

The 3 x Snow Vanpires |lunge forward but are again repelled by
t he ghostly Monks light from his hand.
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THE MONK
The Sake was never for me - it was to
pl acate the nonster of the | ake.

M NOKI CH
Ah... But what do we do now?

THE MONK
Fol |l ow t he path past the bubbling
brook - water is inpassible to them
and nost of them are forever trapped.

The Bandit Queen hel ps Komako up and they begin to retreat.

M NCKI CH
Thank you Monk! Sorry you di ed.

THE MONK
Don't worry ny friend, just go. NOW

The Snow Vanpires |lunge again but are again repelled by the
ghostly Monks |ight. The survivors hurry quickly away.

FADE TO
I NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAG STRATES DQJO - PM

Karori's silk clothing has shrunk in the steam and she is
bathed in sweat. The rack is repositioned upright by the pit
and The Magistrate is face-to-face with her. He is winding a
mechani sm that nmakes SPI KES stick into her fromall sides.

MAG STRATE

(gl oati ng)
Whats wrong? Does it hurt??

AUNT KAROR
O course it hurts! How would you |ike
a spi ke up your backsi de?

MAG STRATE
Well - there's no need to be rude.

AUNT KAROR
No need to be rude? You' ve steaned ne,
groped ne and even stol e ny underwear!
| have every reason to be rude!

MAG STRATE
Your underwear is part of an inportant
ritual. Sonmething far beyond a nere
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peasant s under st andi ng.
Karori seens unconvinced and rolls her eyes.

MAG STRATE
Anyway - you will be pleased to know
now believe you - that you DO NOT know
where the children are hiding.

AUNT KAROR
Thank nerci ful Buddhal

MAG STRATE
So now |I'm going to have sone fun
instead. |t seens rude not to.

The Magi strate begins to renove Karori's shrunken cl ot hi ng.
She SIGHS wearily.

FADE TO
| NT. WOCD SHED, YOKANI CH TOM - PM

Rini, Kentaro and Taro have crude occult paraphernalia and a
hand mrror used to 'project'. Rini is clutching the stolen
t obacco pouch and seens in a trance. Taro is drawing a

pi cture of The I nspector which shows his distinctive nose.

KENTARO
Wl that didn't work, did it?
Everyone just thinks he is nad.

Rini takes a deep breath and drops the pouch.

RI NI
Don't blame ne - | tried.

Taro points to his crude picture.

TARO
Lets try another target instead?

KENTARO
You want to try again? Really??

TARO
Yes - we know what we're doi ng now.
But this tinme | take control

Rini SIGHS and nods, then KICKS the tobacco pouch away.
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FADE TO
EXT. BUBBLI NG BROOK, HAUNTED FOREST - LATE PM
A rocky area with HOT SPRI NGS where the path ends - a narrow
BOLING POND in a gully. Anong trees fronting this are
BAMBOO. The Bandit Queen, M nokichi and Komako approach

BANDI T QUEEN
How wi Il we get past TH S?

The Bandit Queen stares in horror at the bubbling water.
M noki chi observes her fear but |ooks around at the trees.

KOVAKO
The Monk won't hold those fiends for
long - | think | hear them com ng.
M NOKI CH
Kasum - |end nme your axe! You can

help too - QU CKLY!
FADE TO

| NT. SECURE CELL, JAPANESE HOSPI TAL - EARLY PM

The Assistant is hinself but is being STABBED in his bum by
gi ant acupuncture needl es by Doctor Wang and The Nurse/ Nun.

The Door opens and The I nspector enters. He now speaks with
the voice of Taro instead of his own.

NOTE: The I nspector is now possessed by the child Taro.

TARO (V. O
(from I nspector)
Let ny assistant go!
(clearing throat - deeper)
That is - 'let himgo'! W nust return
to the town and...er... Arrest that
troubl esone Magi strate.

Al turn and | ook at The I nspector - puzzl ed.
TARO (V. O
(to Assistant)
As for you, you'd better watch your
step! No nore nonsense, got it?

The Assistant | ooks confused but doesn't argue.
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FADE TO
EXT. BUBBLNG BROOK, HAUNTED FOREST - LATE PM

As before but now all wear STILTS from banboo with sticks for
support. M nokichi |eads the way over the bubbling water.
Struggling behind is The Bandit Queen and | ast is Komako.

M NCKI CH
| made such things nmany tines for ny
children. Use the sticks for bal ance.

The Bandit Queen STUMBLES and whi npers, terrified. A
proceed carefully just above the steam ng water.

KOVAKO
Be careful Kasum'! Don't slip.
M NCKI CH
This part becones shallow. .. Komako -

howis it you found us out here?

KOVAKO
That Ronin - he was hunting ny cousin.
He and his nen attacked our canp and
killed everyone there!

The Bandit Queen is now nore focussed on the conversation.

BANDI T QUEEN
Killed? Qur gang was kil led?

KOVAKO
A few may have escaped, | didn't see
Akira or Chihiro anong the dead.

The Bandit Queen stifles a whinper and stonps onward.
M NOKI CH
| amsorry Kasum . | did not see mnuch
of your gang, but as bandits go they
didn't seem such a bad bunch

The Bandit Queen grits her teeth and presses onward, now
catching up with M nokichi and noving nore speedily.

There is a HOAL sonewhere in the di stance.

FADE TO
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EXT. SMALL CLEARI NG I N HAUNTED FOREST - LATE PM

Dar ker and nore snow. The Ghostly Monk shines his |ight on
the 3 X Snow Vanpires as they creep closer, trying to pass.

The Ronin rises behind the vanpires - now with GL.ON NG EYES.
He grabs his sword and nmakes a gesture over the blade - for a
nmoment runi c synbol s appear as the sword GLOANS with power!

NOTE: The Ronin is now controlled by the Shikiganm denon.
The Monk and vanpires turn as The Ronin STOWPS cl oser.

The vanpires H SS and | unge but The Ronin CHOPS t hem down -
this time they do not snoke or rise. The Ronin stonps towards
t he Monk, his eyes and enchanted sword gl ow ng.

THE MONK
You wi |l not pass ne Shi ki gam !

In a flash the Ghostly Monk is chopped through his mddl e by
t he Ronin. The Monk | ooks startled as his upper body falls

one side and his |legs the other. The Monks FADES TO ASHES as
The Ronin stonps past - pausing to STAMP on the nonks ashes.

FADE TO
EXT. FAR SI DE BUBBLI NG BROOK, HAUNTED FOREST - EARLY EVENI NG
Dry land the far side at the foot of a rocky gorge and cave

entrance. Konmako, The Bandit Queen and M nokichi are untying
their stilts. The Bandit Queen gazes back at the water.

BANDI T QUEEN
| think I'"'mgoing to faint... O
vomt... O both.

M NOKI CH

You did very well Kasum . Don't worry
- it seens we're at the cave now

Komako | ooks at the cave and points.

KOVAKO
What is this place?

All turn and | ook closer at the strange cave.
SPECI AL EFFECT/ CE@ - the cave | ooks |ike a giant nouth, the

rocks carved to | ook like Yuki-Onna's face. The cave is part
of a nmountain that has nunerous caves at various |evels above
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- all have shadowy figures inside - HUNDREDS OF SNOW VAMPI RES
with GLEAM NG EYES - hungrily at the humans.

M NOKI CH
The Monk didn't nention all this?

A few Snow Vanpires try to exit their cave but are BURNED by
the sunlight and retreat back inside.

KENTARO
They don't |ike the sun?

M NCKI CH
But it's nearly sunset!

The humans and vanpires study each ot her.

BANDI T QUEEN
This Ronin then - it was ne he want ed?

KOVAKO
Yes - but I'"'msure he is dead now. No
nman can over cone a sea nonster
vanpi res and a ghost nonk.

There is a LOUD SPLASH and they turn to | ook.

M NOKI CH
How sure?

The Ronin has arrived the far side and has junped into the
steaming water (not feeling pain - like a zonbie). He hol ds
his sword above as he wades through towards them - sinking
deeper and subnerging into the bubbling water.

KOVAKO
The Roni n!

BANDI T QUEEN
| could do with sone sake about now. ..

M NCKI CH
| gave the last to the Ferrynman.

The hands and sword of the Ronin get closer and begin to rise
fromthe water as The Ronin energes, steam ng and dri ppi ng.

None notice the Vanpires getting bol der and creeping cl oser,
nor do they see clouds formng a female face above them
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BANDI T QUEEN
Komako - are you well enough to fight?

The Bandit Queen hands an axe to Konamko and rai ses her other.
M noki chi readies a stilt to use as a staff.

KOVAKO
Perhaps | can reason with hin? | got
to know hima little on the way here.

The dripping Ronin STOMWPS CLOSER. Komako nobves towards him

KOVAKO
Ogawa Kenichi! You told nme you were a
man of honour. WAit - let us speak.

NOTE: When speaking the Ronin's voice is the Shikigam.

THE SH KIGAM (V. O
(fromthe Ronin)
Qgawa Keni chi is no nore!

The Ronin CUTS Komako down and The Bandit Queen GASPS. The
Ronin's eyes PULSATE wth unnatural light. He grins.

M NOKI CH

He is no nan - he is a denon
BANDI T QUEEN

But how? He crossed the water?
M NOKI CH

Maybe denmons can - if in another?

They gl ance at the vanpires - they are | ess burned by the
setting sun and edgi ng out of the caves, SNARLI NG

BANDI T QUEEN
We're out of tinel

The Bandit Queen CHARGES at the Ronin, frantically chopping.
He skilfully blocks and parries then KICKS her over.

M noki chi charges with his pole but The Ronin CUTS it from
hi s hands and shoves himover. The Ronin stonps above The
Bandit Queen who is crawing away on her front. He stands
over her with sword raised to strike.

She turns suddenly and CHOPS his |l eg - the axe gets enbedded.
The Ronin does not react - instead he SLICES The Bandit Queen
- a nortal wound. He tugs out the axe painlessly and di scards
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it then raises his sword again to finish her

M NCOKI CHI
NO !

M noki chi dives at the Ronin but is knocked down again. The
Ronin turns to M nokichi and raises his sword to kill him

The face of Yuki-Onna forms in the cl ouds above and she
SCREAMS DOMNI Her voice echoes all around. The GROUND SHAKES.

YUKI - ONNA
(from cl ouds)
STOP! |

The three gaze up at the clouds - rather startled. The
vanpires stop also - it seens they obey Yuki-Onna.

FADE TO
I NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAGQ STRATES DOJO - EARLY EVEN NG

The Magistrate is waving his hands and nuttering an
incantation at the mrror. Aunt Karori is tied to the now
tilted rack in a spread-eagle position, naked and sweaty.

AUNT KAROR
| "' m not conpl ai ni ng you stopped... But
what are you doi ng now?

MAG STRATE
(to mrror)
Return! | conmmand it! RETURN

| gnored Aunt Karori TUTS and shakes her head - ignored.

The shadowy Shi ki gam appears in the mrror - its gl eam ng
eyes like that of the undead Ronin. It seens annoyed.

THE SHI KI GAM
Why summon ne back? | was about to
conplete ny task! Now the perfect
vessel | was using is destroyed!

Aunt Karori GASPS and gapes with terror at the denon.

MAG STRATE
Sil ence denon! Do not question your
master. | have a nore pressing errand,

one that nust not be bungl ed.



94.

The Shi kigam glowers angrily at The Magi strate.
FADE TO
EXT. TRAI L APPROACH NG MONKS HOUSE, RURAL JAPAN - EVEN NG

The Inspector is in his RICKSHAWwW th his Assistant, headi ng
past the distant Cenetery and house carried by the Bearers.

They sl ow and stop. The Inspector (still possessed by Taro)
| eans out of the window and calls angrily to them

TARO (V. O
(as Inspector)
VWhat is this delay?

The Bearers WH MPER and back away, abandoning the Ri ckshaw.
Ahead of themis Zonbified Samurai #1 - |last seen in the
cenetery and a bit nore deconposed. He is standing in the
road ahead of themw th his sword drawn.

The Inspector exits the Rickshaw, followed by his Assistant
as the Bearers flee, SCREAM NG

TARO (V. O
(through Inspector)
The Shi ki gam - he has found us!

The Assistant GAPES as the zonbi e Sanmurai approaches. He
SQUEALS in terror, waves his arns dramatically then FAINTS.
The I nspector gl ances down at him uni npressed.

FADE TO
EXT. FAR S| DE BUBBLI NG BROOK, HAUNTED FOREST - EVEN NG

M nokichi is cradling the dying Bandit Queen in his |ap.
Yuki -onna is in physical formand | ooks at Konmako - who is
al so dying. The Vanpires fromthe caves crouch cl oser but
Yuki - Onna waves them away. The Vanpires retreat, obeying.

YUKI - ONNA

(to M noki chi)
You and your friends came all this way
to find ne? Facing all these dangers?

M NOKI CH
Yes - but | did not know so many
ot hers woul d be harned al ong the way.
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BANDI T QUEEN
(gaspi ng, dying)

You are a good man M nokichi - you've
done so nmuch... To find your wfe..
M NOKI CH

Kasum - do not die!
(to Yuki-Onna)
Can't you use magic to save her?

YUKI - ONNA
My kind cannot heal or save life..
But there may be an option.

FADE TO
I NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAG STRATES DQJO - EVEN NG

The rack upright and Karori's legs tied apart. She is naked
and The Magistrate is between her legs, funbling his attire.

MAG STRATE
| received word about that neddling
i nspectors | ocation. Were were we?

The Magi strate thrusts hinself forward and Karori GASPS.

AUNT KAROR
You are a sick sad little man. All you
do is black-magic, torture and rape.

MAG STRATE
Everyone needs a hobby.

Nei t her notice the door opens and The Servant enters. She
creeps closer and puts her finger to her lips as Aunt Karor
gl ances at her. The Servant raises a VASE in the air.

NOTE: The Servant is possessed by R ni and acts childlike.

MAG STRATE
And don't pretend you are not enjoying
this. I've seen your husband, he isn't

what you'd call '"big'.

To the Magi strates pleasant surprise Karori becones co-
operative and thrusts back (but wary of the spikes).

AUNT KAROR
| can't resist you any nore... Don't
stop - you're so good!
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MAGQ STRATE
| anf?

AUNT KAROR
| was a fool before. Ch, that's good!
Here - do you like these thrusts?

MAG STRATE
Oh yes! Lovely... Lovely!!

The Magistrate is very distracted, the Servant SMASHES hi m
with the vase from behind. He slunps down - unconsci ous.

RNl (V.0
(through Servant)
It is nme Auntie! Little Rini!

The Servant begins to untie Karori.

AUNT KAROR
Rini? That is your voice - but | don't
under st and? How can you be Rini?

RINI (V.O
"1l explain all later. I know where
Uncl e Yoshi is kept. The Guards have
nostly gone now so we can get away.

Karori's hand becones free and she hel ps wth other straps.

RNl (V.0
What was the Magistrate doing on top
of you like that? More torture? He was
gaspi ng much nore than you?

AUNT KAROR
Don't worry about that, just get these
straps off. Then help find ny dress.

FADE TO

EXT. TRAI L APPROACHI NG MONKS HOUSE - EARLY EVEN NG

The fainted Assistant |ays by the R ckshaw. Zonbie Sanurai #1
attacks The Inspector who stretches both hands and causes the
zonbie to be 'frozen' for a nmonent, then he backs away. The
zonbi e recovers and attacks and this repeats - a stal emate.

THE SHI KI GAM (V. O
(fromthe zonbi e-sanurai)
| know you are the child 'Taro'. But
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know I am bound to destroy this nortal
coil you use.

TARO (V. O
(from I nspector)
And | know you are a Shikigam - a
denon that m suses the dead!

THE SH KIGAM (V. O
You will soon tire child - then you
wll join the dead al so.

The Zonbi e-Sarmurai |urches forward but again is countered by
"The Inspector’' and nade to 'freeze' for a nonent.

The Assistant recovers and staggers up to his feet. The
Zonbi e- Samur ai  SNARLS at The Assi stant who GASPS and faints
again, collapsing theatrically. The Inspector rolls his eyes.

FADE TO
I NT. MAG C CHAMBER, MAGQ STRATES DQJO - EVEN NG

The Magi strate has recovered, is dressed and has a head-
injury. He is before the mrror, waving and chanti ng.

MAG STRATE
Return.... Return... RETURN

The Shi ki gam appears in the mrror and | ooks annoyed.
THE SHI KI GAM

- (angry)
Agai n you interrupt nme? AGAI N?!?

MAG STRATE
Do not question your Master! | have a
nore urgent task - Kill Yoshi and his

wi fel AT ONCE! They are escaping!!

The hands of the Shikigam GRAB the Magistrate fromthe
mrror and start to pull himinside!

THE SHI KI GAM
| tire of you, 'Onnyoji Master'!

MAG STRATE
No! Rel ease ne! LET ME GO

The Magi strate grabs onto the frame but he is pulled through
by the denpbn - into the swirling m sts beyond the gl ass.
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THE SHI KI GAM
YOU wi |l be punished - trapped here
with me - for all eternity!

Strange ENTITIES swirl around The Magi strate, BITING and
CLAW NG The Shi ki gami LAUGHS as The Magi strate POUNDS on the
glass - trapped inside! H's screans fade and the Mrror
returns to normal, the Magi strate and denons vani sh. Sil ence.

SLOW FADE TO
| NT. HOUSE OF YOSHI, YOKANI CHI TOMWN - EVEN NG (DAYS LATER)

Yoshi is healed and Aunt Karori has recovered, both wear
fresh clothing. They answer the front door. It is snow ng.

SUPER | MPCSE : SEVERAL DAYS LATER. .

AUNT KAROR
(calling in house)
Chil dren! Children! Come quickly!

YOSHI
There i s soneone to neet you

Taro, Rini and Kentaro - cleaned also - hurry into the room
froma side roomand GASP! M nokichi and O Yuki stand at the
front door. The children hug their parents, WEEPING with joy.

RI'NI
Munmy!  Munmy! !
O YWKI
Kentaro, Rini, Taro! |'ve m ssed you

all so nuch!

Aunt Karori is very noved and hugs Yoshi - they cry too.
After a nonent of huggi ng M nokichi w pes his eyes.
M NOKI CH
Luckily your nother was inportant at
the...er... place she was visiting.
O YWKI
| believed your Father had betrayed ne
- but in fact had not told a 'living

soul' when | flewinto a rage. Asilly
m sunder st andi ng, now nmade anends for

There is A KNOCK on the door.
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AUNT KAROR
Who coul d that be?
YOSHI
Ah! | forgot the Inspector is com ng.

Yoshi opens the front door - The Inspector and his Assistant
are here - recovered and 'normal' and thensel ves agai n.

| NSPECTOR
Good evening Yoshi. Not cone at a bad
tinme, have |?

YOSHI
Not at all Inspector - please conme in?

The I nspector and Assistant enter.

| NSPECTOR
| see you're busy so won't stay
| ong... Good evening all.

All bow to The Inspector and wi pe their eyes.

| NSPECTOR
Yoshi - | cannot apol ogi se enough for
the actions of the Magistrate - who is
still in hiding sonmewhere. | have been
rewarded for exposing his vile schenes
- although I'mstill a little unclear
on sone of the details. But ny good
fortune is your good fortune - and |
have an idea how to conpensate you

YOSHI
Really I'd like to just forget the
whol e unpl easant busi ness?

| NSPECTOR
Under st andable - but 1'd like you to
consi der becom ng the new Magi strate.
Everyone in town sings your praises.

AUNT KAROR
The new Town Magi strate? My husband??

| NSPECTOR
|"d help you get settled, though it's
mainly just a figurehead really, but
has many perks... And pays well.
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YOSHI
(bow ng)
Yes Inspector - | would be honoured.
Thank you for your faith in ne.

M NCKI CH
Wel | done cousin Yoshi - | knew you'd
make good one day!

Aunt Karori rubs her stonmach thoughtfully and steps towards

Yoshi, looking a bit uncertain how to expl ain.
AUNT KAROR
Yoshi - | have sone news too..

Bef ore she can continue two shadowy figures approach behi nd
the I nspector outside. The Assistant backs away nervously.

M NOKI CH
No need for alarm Here are two
friends we made al ong the way.

The Bandit Queen steps out of the shadows, followed by Komako
- both pale with GLEAM NG EYES. They stand in the doorway.

BANDI T QUEEN
Pl eased to neet you

KOVAKO
Good eveni ng.

| NSPECTOR
What charm ng | adi es! So pale and so
pretty... Perhaps | might stay a
little longer after all?

Komako and The Bandit Queen smle seductively at the
Assi stant and Inspector, they lick their Iips.

| NSPECTOR
As it happens both nyself and ny
assi stant have been on the hunt for
new wi ves! Right Fum hito?
The Assi stant nods eagerly.
FADE TO
END CREDI TS

THE END



