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THE LI FE AND CRI MES OF MARGARET CATCHPOLE

FADE | N:
EXT. DENTONS FARVHOUSE AND COURTYARD - M D MORNI NG

1777. A rustic farnmhouse fronted by a yard wwth a stable
where a SUFFOLK PUNCH HORSE can be glinpsed. This is just
outside Nacton Village in Suffol k. YOUNG MARGARET CATCHPOLE
is mlking a CONin the yard.

Young Margaret is 14, a farmhand with | ong dark hair and she
is becomng a pretty young | ady.

SUPERI MPOCSE: "Nacton Village, Suffolk, 1777."

SUSAN CATCHPOLE calls frominside the farnmhouse. She has a
Suffol k accent is is about 12 years ol d.

SUSAN CATCHPOLE ( Q. S)
(scream ng fromindoors)
Hel p!'! She is dead! She is dead!
Mar gar et abandons the cow and rushes towards the entrance.
QUI CK FADE TO
| NT. DENTONS FARVHOUSE - M D MORNI NG
Cluttered and run-down, with a rocking chair and rustic
furniture. Susan Catchpole and AGNES DENTON are trying to
rouse MRS DENTON who has col | apsed and | ays unconsci ous.
Ms Denton, md 50's, is a farners wfe.
Agnes, 15, is the frunmpy daughter to Ms Denton
Both girls are in a state of panic (first aid is not known).
The front door opens and Young Margaret rushes indoors.
SUSAN CATCHPCOLE
(di stressed)
Lord help us - she is dying! Dying!!
AGNES DENTON
(to Ms Denton)
Mot her! Mother!! Speak to ne?!

SUSAN CATCHPOLE
She's dying Margaret, she's dying!!
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M's Denton begins to THRASH ABOUT as though having a fit or
seizure. Al three girls watch fearfully, but these
convul sions quickly pass and Ms Denton renmai nS unconsci ous.

YOUNG MARGARET
(To Susan)
Where is father and our brothers? What
of the Cracknells?

SUSAN CATCHPOLE
M| es away, tending the herd!

AGNES DENTON
Way did she nove |ike that? Is she
possessed??

Agnes starts to WEEP and she hugs her nother, terrified.

SUSAN CATCHPOLE
(di straught)
What should we do, Margaret??

Young Margaret crouches to put her face near Ms Denton's
Face and observes her breathing - nore cal mthan the others.

YOUNG MARGARET
Help me Iift her up to her chair, get
her up off this hard floor?

The girls pull Ms Denton up and into the rocking-chair.
Mar garet uses a cushion to prop Ms Denton's head sideways -
unknow ngly keeping her airways clear.

YOUNG MARGARET ( CONT' D)
Don't let her tip, keep her steady...
Susan, go and fetch sone water?

Susan rushes away out of sight. Agnes is still snivelling but
tries to help Margaret position Ms Denton nore confortably.

YOUNG MARGARET ( CONT' D)
"Il ride to Ipswch for a Doctor. You
nmust keep her confortable while |'m
gone! I'lIl be as quick as | can.

Agnes NODS dunbly, still upset. Young Margaret |oosens Ms
Dentons clothing. Susan hastily returns, carrying a LADLE OF
WATER whi ch she is spilling as her hands TREMBLE

The girls sprinkle water over Ms Denton and try to put a few
drips in her nmouth, with linmted success.
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Young Margaret heads to the exit, |ooking determ ned.

SUSAN CATCHPCLE
Margaret, for gods sake don't |eave
us?! We don't know what to do?!

AGNES DENTON
And there is no saddle for the horse!

YOUNG MARGARET
"Il be back before you know it with
hel p! Keep her confortable!!

FADE TO
EXT. FARMHOUSE AND COURTYARD - M D MORNI NG

The abandoned cow has wandered away to ni bbl e sonme near by
greenery, the bucket of m |k has been kicked-over.

Young Margaret hastily exits the farmhouse and rushes to the
stable. She | eads out the SUFFOLK PUNCH HORSE and nounts this
bareback and begins to trot briskly away.

FADE TO
EXT. NACTON SHORES - M D MORNI NG

A wi de shallow river and sandy beaches, simlar to as it is
today. A track runs along rai sed ground adjacent the river.

Young Margaret skilfully rides the horse along the path, at a
sl ow gal l op (workhorses are not overly fast).

VI SUAL EFFECT - The action goes into SLOWVMOTI ON and t he
col ours becone SEPIA in tone.

FADE TO
EXT. FURTHER NACTON SHORES - M D MORNI NG

NOTE: This doubl es as the opening credits sequence. The
Vi sual effect continues in slow notion.

There is a beached WOODEN SAILING SH P, with several CRATES
AND BARRELS on t he beach nearby. A VI OLENT GUN BATTLE bet ween
SMUGGELERS fromthe ship and CUSTOMS MEN i s underway.

The several SMUGGLERS are typical seafaring nmen, arnmed with
pi stol s and nmuskets. They use the crates and barrels for
cover as they RETURN FI RE
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The few CUSTOVE MEN do not have official unifornms in this
period but are all simlarly dressed and arnmed wi th nuskets.
They are crouching behind the the bank exchanging fire.

Ai ding the Custonms Men are a few DRAGOONS, in unifornms of the
era and arned with pistols and swords. They are clearly
better trained then their Custons allies and | ess panicked.

Young Margaret is riding her borrowed horse along the path
whi ch runs past the battle. She takes little notice as
bul l ets whi zz past and guns fl ash.

She continues to gallop past on her nount as Margaret's Adult
Voi ce- Over begins to narrate.

MARGARET CATCHPOLE as an adult is only heard in this scene,
she has a Suffol k accent and is about 22.

MARGARET (V. O

(voi ce as an ADULT)
My name is Margaret Catchpole. This is
the true story of ny life and | oves,
of crimes | conmtted for good reason
And how | woul d becone the tal k of
‘old I pswch towm'" - not once but
thrice over, where | amstill nuch
remenber ed t oday.

VI SUAL EFFECT : FREEZE FRAME | MAGES - of Young Margar et
riding, of Smugglers firing, of Custonms O ficials firing, of
barrel being riddled with shot, of the fighters getting

i njured.

FADE | N CREDI TS AND THEME as the visual image conti nues.

As the credits conclude and fade Young Margaret gall ops away
and visuals return to nornal.

FADE TO
BLACK SCREEN
The follow ng text fades in
SUPERI MPCSE : " FI VE YEARS LATER CLI FF HOUSE, | PSW CH 1782"
FADE TO
| NT. CLI FF HOUSE HALLWAY - M DDAY
An Entrance Hall (not servants entrance), sone nicer quality
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furnishings of the era - the residents are 'new noney'.

MRS ELI ZABETH COBBOLD approaches the front door. She is a
handsome wonan, |ate 20's, dressed in el egant clothing. She
usual |y speaks in a forced upper-class nmanner that can slip.

Ms Cobbol d OPENS THE DOOR and steps back as nonentarily
bl i nded by GLARI NG SUNLIGHT - there is a caller.

PAN TO the caller - this is MARGARET CATCHPCLE, fading into
view after the initial glare fromthe sun fades.

Margaret, early 20's, is dressed in working-class |adies
attire including bonnet and shawl . Her dark hair is pinned up
under her hat and she has bl ossoned i nt o wonmanhood.

MARGARET
(Curtsy)
Good afternoon Ma'am ny nane is
Margaret Catchpole. | believe you are

expecting ne?
QUI CK FADE TO
EXT. CLI FF HOUSE - M DDAY

A Georgian House with | arge wi ndows and an wi de courtyard. A
servants entrance and a brewery extension is to the rear and
in the distance is the River G pping and a few sailing ships.

NOTE: diff House today includes Victorian extensions and is
much bigger than it was here.

Margaret is at the front door and Ms Cobbold is in the
doorway i ndoors and seens slightly surprised.

MRS COBBOLD
Wiy yes Margaret? You were not
expected at the front door though?
(pause)
| am Ms Elizabeth Cobbold, m stress
of Aiff House. You are here about the
position |I assunme?

MARGARET
(noddi ng)
Yes indeed | am
MRS COBBOLD
Well... | have received your
references from Doctor Stebbing, a
( MORE)
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MRS COBBOLD ( CONT' D)
mutual friend who holds you in the
hi ghest regard.

As Margaret and Ms Cobbold converse ROBIN COULSON aka ' QLD
ROB' approaches fromthe direction of the river.

Coul son, 60, has spindly |egs, a bushy beard and a weat her -
beaten wrinkled face. H's clothing has been re-patched many
times and he is carrying a basket of fish.

MRS COBBOLD ( CONT' D)
Well as you are here, mght | ask you
a few questions directly? Dr Stebbing
wasn't entirely clear about one or two
smal | points?

MARGARET
Certainly ma' am - pl ease do?

VMRS COBBOLD
Am | right in thinking you were
formerly in the service of the
' Leaders' in Brandeston?

MARGARET
Yes, | was with the Leaders for nearly
three years. Before that | worked as a
servant at Priory Farmfor M Wke.
Before that | worked on Dentons Farm
at Nacton. So really | can do anything
- fromcow house to nursery!

MRS COBBOLD
(slightly anmused)
| understand you were mainly the
Leaders housekeeper? That they had no
ot her servants?

MARGARET
Yes ma'am and | helped with their
children too. In truth I still mss

the children, but fate has brought ne
to seek enploynment here in | psw ch.

COULSON

(arriving, swaggering)
Ho there, Ms Elizabeth!!

Margaret and Ms Cobbold turn to see A d Coul son. Both
recogni se himbut Margaret now becones worried.
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VRS COBBOLD
Pl ease excuse ne a nonent, Margaret?
need a quick word with this gentlenen.
(to Coul son)
Good Afternoon Master Coul son. Wat
have you brought ne today?

COULSON
Fresh mackerel and sole, mlady.
Mackerel and sole..
(noticing Margaret)
well well - if it ain't young Peg from
Nact on?

VMRS COBBOLD
M ss Catchpole is seeking a position
wi thin ny househol d, Robin.

COULSON
(to Margaret)
Well Peg, it's been many a noon since
| |last saw you, have your old friends
from Nacton been up to their tricks of
| at e?

MARGARET
(st ammeri ng)
.1 don't know what you nean, sir?

COULSON
Sir? Sir? Too proud to chat plainly
with an old friend are ye?

A d Rob Coul son SPITS on the ground.

Mar gar et

MRS COBBOLD
You are already acquainted with Rob?
There is sonme issue between you?

| ooks worri ed.

MARGARET
Yes ma'am we're acquai nted - although
its been a few years since we | ast
nmet. There is no problemthough?!

COULSON
Ch - | see now, its about the job?
MRS COBBOLD
Rob, you are aquainted with M ss
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED
VRS COBBOLD ( CONT' D)
Cat chpol e?
COULSON
Aye! 1've known Peg and her kin for

Mar gar et

many a year now. ..

MRS COBBOLD
Are they of good character?

COULSON
The Catchpoles are a hardy lot...
Suppose they'd all have to be.

VMRS COBBOLD

A rough [ ot would you say then?
COULSON

| mean 'hard workers'... Peggy | know

to be a good girl Ms Elizabeth, aye -
and cl ever too. Mre than npst.

seens relieved.

MRS COBBOLD
You woul d recommend this young lady to
nmy service then, would you?

COULSON
Aye, that much |I would. And gl adly.

MRS COBBOLD

(Thi nki ng al oud for a nonent)
The Catchpoles... Nacton...?

(to Margaret)
You woul dn't be the sane girl who once
saved her enployer by riding a horse
bareback from Nacton to Ipswich to
fetch a doctor?

MARGARET
Yes madam that was nme. Though it was
many years ago NOw.

COULSON
Aye - that's our Peg! Always on a
horse, whenever she can be.

MARGARET
When | was six | used to ride plough
horses hone every evening. And |'ve
( MORE)
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MARGARET ( CONT' D)
rode horses ever Since.

MRS COBBOLD
Well... That nmakes you sonething of a
| ocal celebrity then Margaret? Your
reference from Doctor Stebbing is very
positive and Rob here, who | trust
inmplicitly, speaks highly of you. So
Margaret... Welconme to ny househol d!

MARGARET

(happy, curtsying)
Oh, thank you nadant

FADE TO
EXT. THE SPREAD EAGLE TAVERN - NI GHT - ESTABLI SH NG

A Tudor-era tavern with oak beans and lattice wndows. It is
| ocated on the corner of Eagle Street and Fore Street, in the
vicinity of the docks and Christchurch Mansion. There is a
rear courtyard and small stables accessible from Eagle
Street. Candle lights and |lanps flicker inside.

NOTE: The tavern exists today and is |argely unchanged.
FADE TO
| NT. THE SPREAD EAGLE TAVERN - NI GHT

| nsi de are wooden beans and | attice wi ndows. The main bar
area is in an L-shaped roomwith the bar to the left of the
front entrance. Qpposite the bar is a door that |eads down to
the cellar and a network of SMJGGE.I NG TUNNELS.

NOTE: The tunnels are still here today al so.

A few DRUNKARDS are gul ping down the |ast of their drinks and
starting to | eave. These are worki ng-class persons who live
| ocally. Coul son is anpng them

MRS PEACOCK is collecting tankards, she is the |andl ady,
about 50 and has grey hair.

JOHN LUFF is seated alone at a table, finishing a pint of
ale. Luff is about 30, dark and broad. He has a thick stubble
and scruffy clothes, he is a professional snuggler.

MR PEACOCK the landlord is behind the bar, encouraging the
Drunkards to | eave. Peacock is about 55 and he tries to dress
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fl anboyantly but has financial limtations.
COULSON
(drunk)
Ni ght Peacock! Sleep tight, if that
wife o' yours will let ye!

Coul son and the Drunkards exit the tavern, swaying.

M's Peacock exits to the rear carrying a tray of enpty
tankards as the | ast few Drunkards | eave.

M Peacock notices Luff is not noving fromhis seat and
approaches hi m questi oni ngly.

PEACOCK
All done are we sir? Its well past our
closing tine...

Peacock reaches for Luffs tankard, but Luff GRABS his wi st
and pulls himcloser.

LUFF
| am surprised at how | arge and well
stocked your cellar must be? You do a
roaring trade but only have a nonthly
delivery? Strange that...?

PEACOCK
(nervously - trying to pull away)
Are you an Exci se Man or sonet hi ng?

LUFF
(very anused)
No, | am not an Excise Man! | am what
you mght call 'an entrepreneur'. A

sinpl e working man | ooking to find his
way in this unjust world.

Luff rel eases Peacock, who retrieves the tankard and steps
gratefully away.

PEACOCK
Find his way? \Watever do you nean
sir?

Luff calmy pulls out and places his PISTCL onto the table.

LUFF
Let me put it plainly : I want to know
all that you can tell nme about the new
( MORE)
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LUFF ( CONT' D)
owner of this fine establishment. Your
master - M John Cobbol d.

Peacock swal | ows heavily and | ooks worri ed.

FADE TO

| NT. COBBOLDS STUDY, CLIFF HOUSE - DAY

Typical of the era, the roomis domnated by a | arge witing-
desk and is rather cluttered. JOHAN COBBOLD is witing letters
with a quill and ink.

M Cobbol d, 55, is smartly dressed and rather portly.
There is a KNOCK at the door.

MR COBBOLD
Cone?

GECRCE MARSH the Butler enters the room |eaving the door
open behind him Mrsh is md 50's, rotund, waddling as he
wal ks. He has an heir of self-inportance and deep voi ce.

MARSH
Excuse me M Cobbold Sir?

MR COBBOLD
Yes - what is it Ceorge?

M Cobbol d stops witing and gives Marsh his full attention.

MARSH
M s Hogger was enquiring about dinner
this evening, which | understand is
depending on The Farrell's visit? |
was t hi nki ng of suggesting perhaps the
chi cken option?

MR COBBOLD
Ah - very good George. The Farrells
have reschedul ed. The chicken w ||
suffice, it wll be only us again.

Mar garet wanders into the roomwth a duster, she pauses and

| ooks questioningly at Marsh and Cobbol d. Margaret is now
dressed in clothes nore akin to a servant.
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MARSH
(slightly annoyed at Margaret)
Oh... This is the new maid and nursery
assistant, M ss Margaret Catchpole.

Mar garet CURTSIES politely to M Cobbol d.

MARGARET
Pl eased to neet you sir.

MARSH
(to Margaret)
This is your enployer Margaret - M
John Cobbol d.

Cobbol d grunts and waves Margaret away di sm ssively.

MARSH ( CONT' D)
(Firmy)
Now go about your duties Margaret. You
shoul d not be in here while the nmaster
i s wor ki ng.

MARGARET
Yes M Marsh sir!

Margaret curtsies again to all present and then obediently
exits. Marsh rolls his eyes in disdain - already finding
Margaret difficult to work wth.

FADE TO
EXT. CUSTOM HOUSE, | PSW CH DOCKS - DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG
Cust om House is at |pswi ch Docks, typical docks of the era,
with jetties, sailing ships, boats and numerous warehouses.
DOCK WORKERS ar e | oadi ng and unl oadi ng goods.

NOTE: | pswi ch Docks are different to those of pre 1800, rnuch
was built md 19th Century with new nodern flats added si nce.

Custons House is the ORI G NAL CUSTOVE BUI LDI NG on the sane
site as the rebuilt version fromaround 1840. This is tinber-
framed, sonewhat sprawling and in very poor repair.

FADE TO
| NT. CUSTOMS OFFI CE, CUSTOVS HOUSE - DAY

The main Ofice is the biggest of several in Custons House,
al though all are in need of renovation. This office is
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cluttered with files and paperwork. Seated is EDMJUND ELLI S.

Ellis, 60, is the head of Custons for Ipswich. He is smartly
dressed, he is winkled with whitening hair.

There is a KNOCK and the office door opens.
SNODGRASS enters, foll owed by ROBERT BLI SS.

Snodgrass is a junior Custons officer, about 30. H s attire
pl ai n and si npl e and wor n-1 ooki ng.

Bliss is about 50, overweight and balding. H's attire
reflects he too is a senior Custons officer but much nore
weal t hy and successful than M Ellis.

SNODGRASS
(to Bliss)
Just through here sir...

ELLI S
(1 ooki ng up from paperwor k)
Ah M Bliss, we neet at | ast!

Ellis rises and SHAKE HANDS with Bliss. Snodgrass bows and
quietly exits, closing the door.

BLI SS
M Ellis! It is indeed good to put a
nanme to a face at | ast. Please, cal
me Robert?

ELLI S
And pl ease call nme Edmund. | am
del i ghted you have accepted our
invitation, | understand you are a

very busy man these days?
Ellis gestures to Bliss to be seated, so Bliss sits.

BLI SS
W're all '"run ragged' | fear... But
any assistance or advice | can offer,
| am nore than happy to oblige.

ELLI S
Quite frankly we need all the help we
can get! Illicit trade is spiralling
out of control in Suffolk,
particularly in recent nonths.
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Bliss sm

BLI SS
| fear this is a national issue, not
limted to the East of Engl and.

ELLIS
Per haps? Though we have certainly hit
sonet hi ng of a peak..

BLI SS
| hope ny previous suggestions have
been hel pful ?

ELLI S
Yes - very. Exchanging and sharing
information with other enforcenent
agencies is proving to be a gol dm ne!

BLI SS
In ny experience crimnals have little
regard for borders or jurisdictions.
Pooling of information seens a very
| ogi cal step?

ELLI S
Yes | agree - and | am keen to hear
about your latest ideas? It seens that
every week there is news about another
huge sei zure north of the border. W
are becom ng quite envious of you, M
Bl i ss!

les politely.

BLI SS
That is very kind of you to say, but |
amnerely a figurehead really. My nen
are very diligent and commtted..

ELLI S
Come now Bliss, no need for nodesty
here? What is your secret?!

BLI SS
|'d say careful co-ordination and good
comuni cation is key. As with anything
t hough - luck is always a factor.

ELLIS
Luck?! Well it seens you have had nuch
greater luck than that of your
pr edecessor ?
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BLI SS
He did things his way, but when | took
over | was keen to nodernise and
streanm ine our nmethods - not cling to
outdated traditions that the crimnal
el ement knows only too well.

ELLIS
My own predecessor, WIIliam C arke,
woul d have struggled to keep up with
this | atest wave of snuggling that
pl agues our bel eaguered county -
things are getting wi | der each nonth!

BLI SS
AOd Billy darke? | had sonme deal i ngs
wth himin ny youth, he seened a very
meti cul ous and dedi cated man?

ELLI S
Yes, yes he was... Very efficient,
even- handed... And he liked a drink.

BLI SS
| spent a few evenings wth himonce,
but couldn't keep up! | heard he got
married recently after his retirement?

ELLI S
(amused)
Yes indeed, to an actress less than
hal f his age!
BLI SS
Real | y? Well good for him Hopefully
he is still enjoying a | ong happy

retirenent?

ELLI S
Unfortunately he 'passed on' a couple
of years ago now...

BLI SS
Oh? Pity... Well, returning to the
matter at hand... Wat do you think of
nmy proposal about joint operations
bet ween Norfol k and Suffol k?

ELLI S
| think that is a fine suggestion,
with much nerit! An excell ent notion!
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BLI SS
Then with your consent 1'd like to
arrange a neeting with the heads of
all local |aw enforcenment -
Preventative O fices, Dragoon
Capt ai ns, Coastal Riding Oficers?

ELLI S
Yes, that | can easily arrange. | | ook
forward to working with you, M Bliss!

FADE TO
| NT. LAUNDRY ROOM AT CLI FF HOUSE - MORNI NG

This room has a crude sink and tubs for soaking and scrubbi ng
| aundry and a |l arge clothes press. ALICE COLLINS and Margar et
are working on the laundry together.

Alice is a dark-haired, frunpy maid. She tends to speak
rather coldly to Margaret.

ALl CE
(stirring washing)
Yes Margaret, the Cobbolds are a
famly on the make - or that's what M
Marsh always tells us. Their main
fortune was nade by the |ate father of
Mast er Cobbol d.

MARGARET
(scrubbing with washboard)
How di d the Cobbol ds gain such wealth
in just one generation?

ALl CE
It was sonething to do with exporting
spring water fromHolywells - just up
the road from here.

MARGARET
| didn't know I pswi ch was known for
its spring water?

ALl CE
It was being inported to Harwi ch -
that little fishing towm on the coast.

MARGARET
Way Harw ch?
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ALI| CE
Er... I"'mnot sure. The |local water
there is brackish, or some such |ike?

MARGARET
Oh? |'ve never been there.

ALl CE
The Cobbol ds built-up a thriving
del i very busi ness, sending barrel
after barrel of water over there.

MARGARET
And | et me guess, the 'enpty barrels’
com ng back fromthe coast were not
al ways quite so enpty?

ALl CE
(slightly shocked)
n?! Well... | wouldn't know about
such things?

MARGARET
Well that's very interesting, thank
you Alice... I'mglad to know a bit

nore about those |I'm working for?

There is the distant GONG OF A CLOCK striking hal f past.

ALl CE
We'd better get a nove on! No time for
i dl e gossi p!

Ali ce begins working faster, worried about falling behind.
FADE TO
EXT. RIVER G PPI NG - MORNI NG
A typical stretch of river with a distant windm|l. TWO
SAl LI NG VESSELS are present, the first a ranshackl e vessel
nmore akin to a ' Chinese Junk' which is being steered by Rob
Coul son towards the second vessel. The second is nore usual,
on the deck are crates covered by cloth. This vessel is stuck
in shallows and JOHN LEGGETT is trying to free his shinp.

John Leggett, 25, is a courier by trade (like a postman) and
dressed accordingly. He has an Essex accent.

Soon Coul sons 'junk' vessel pulls alongside Leggetts.
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COULSON
(cal l'ing)
"Ello sir, can | lend you a hand?
JOHN LEGGETT

No, I'mfine thank you

COULSON
Ah - stuff and nonsense! Us boat-folk
need to hel p one anot her!

Speedily for an ol der man, Coul son throws a rope around part
of Leggetts ship and he junps onboard w t hout perm ssion.

COULSON ( CONT' D)
(gazi ng around the ship)
|'ve seen many a good sail or struggle
wi th the undercurrent here. Never fret
sir - I'"ll have you free in a jiffy!

Leggett | ooks suspiciously at Coul son, who grabs a boat hook
and begi ns pushing at the riverbed like a punt.

COULSON ( CONT' D)
(whi | e usi ng boat - hook)
| know these rivers |ike the backs of
me own hands. Coul son is the nane sir,
Rob Coul son. | take it you're not
| ocal then?

JOHN LEGGETT
No, I'm.. I"'mjust visiting relatives
over at Wodbri dge.

COULSON
Wbodbri dge? N ce place but getting a
bit too crowded for ny taste... Who

are your relatives sir, I mght know
t henf

JOHN LEGGETT
Smi t h.

COULSON

Smith eh? Not old George and Annette
Smith - the pig farmers? Qut by the
ol d Ransey pl ace?

JOHN LEGGETT
No... They're not farmers.
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COULSON
Oh well, maybe I'mgetting nuddled in
nmy old age?

19.

Wth anot her SHOVE Coul son has freed the small ship, which
now begins to drift along. H's own 'junk' ship is toed.

COULSON ( CONT' D)
There you go!! That's done it! Free to
go about your business at |ast.

JOHN LEGGETT
Thanks for your help.

COULSON

(glancing at the crates)
That's a heavy | oad you have sir? No
wonder you've had troubles! Alittle
boat like this isn't ideal for
transporting goods, especially when
the tide is turning. Its lucky I found
you sir, |'m bound Wodbri dge-way
mysel f and can escort you if you'd
like?

JOHN LEGGETT
Thank you again, but that won't be
necessary.

A d Coul son noves to return to his ship, but deliberately
stunbl es and "accidently” pulls back the cover of a crate as

he scranbles up. The crates are full of BOTTLES.

COULSON
(jovial)
Ch sir silly met. Ch - is that a
bottle or two | see?!

Leggett | ooks worried and reaches for a conceal ed knife.

COULSON ( CONT' D)
Oh fret not young sir, | do not stick
ny nose in another mans busi ness. Not
ol d Rob! Have no worries there!

Coul son grins and clinmbs back aboard his boat.
COULSON ( CONT' D)

"' mno squeal er - rest assured that
|'ve seen nothing sir...

( CONTI NUED)
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Coul son unties his boat and begins to nove away.

COULSON ( CONT' D)
Just | ast week there was anot her young
gent travelling these waters, nuch
i ke yourself... A bad end for him
t hough, it was the very day of the
Exci se nen's patrol

JOHN LEGGETT
Oh? The Exci se Men?

COULSON
They spotted himfor a stranger
strai ght away, searched his little
boat and now he's a-Ilanguishing in
| pswi ch Gaol with tal k of hangi ng!

JOHN LEGGETT

Hangi ng?!

COULSON
Qur | ocal judges take a di mview of
illicit activities... But don't you
worry sir, don't you worry... There

will be no Excise Men about today.
Coul son continues calling as he finds a hidden weapon.

COULSON ( CONT' D)
A few bottles for the Smths as a one
of f need not cause a problemfor no-
one... Just as long as this won't
beconme a regul ar thing?

Coul sons denmeanour grows col der as he pulls out A MJUSKET.
COULSON ( CONT' D)

(rmore threatening)
It won't becone a regular thing, wll

it Young Sir?
Coul son cocks the hamer of the gun
FADE TO
| NT. CHI LDRENS NURSERY, CLIFF HOUSE - MORN NG
An ol d-fashi oned school room cranmed with small desks -

suggesting that the Cobbol ds need | arger acconmmodati on.

( CONTI NUED)
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SOPHI A PETTIT is placing-out chalk and slates onto the desks.

Sophia is tutor of the Cobbold children. She is about 25 has
a dark conpl exion, possibly of Italian or Spanish descent.

Alice | eads Margaret into the room

ALI CE
This is '"Mss Sophia'. Er... Mss
Sophi a Pettit.

MARGARET
Hel |l o, pleased to neet you.

M SS SCPHI A
And you nust be Margaret, the new
girl? Everyone here tends to call ne
"M ss Sophia' - a habit picked up from
the children. You may do the sane if
you so w sh?

MARGARET
Thank you... M ss Sophi a.

M SS SOPHI A
Have you net the Children yet?

MARGARET
A few - yes. But there seens to be so
many of thenf!

M SS SCPHI A
Don't worry, we won't be teaching al
fourteen, just eight - the youngest
are too young for |l essons. You are
just to assist and provide occasi onal
cover as and when required.

MARGARET
| am not to have the run of the
cl assroom t hen? Choose the topics of
t he | essons?

M SS SOPHI A
Oh no-no-no! | set the curricul um -
which is agreed well in advance with

Ms Cobbold. Your role is to assist me
and act as a second pair of hands.

MARGARET
Oh, | see?

( CONTI NUED)
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Mar gar et

M SS SOPHI A
How i s your painting and drawi ng? And
nmusi c? Most of the children have quite
a talent for art, which | encourage.

MARGARET
My art is a little under-devel oped in
all truth... I've no such tal ent

really. Or with nusic either.

M SS SOPH A
Ms Cobbold tells ne that you have
experience with younger children?

MARGARET
Yes, with the 'Leaders' children.
used to take themon nature trails and
teach them nanmes of trees and plants.
We' d usual ly play ganes outside when
it was hotter, |ike today.

M SS SCPHI A
We tend to have a nore formal approach
here, Margaret - reading, witing and
arithnmetic in the main.

MARGARET
In the winter we'd stay indoors nore,
the girls would practice their
needl ework and the boys woul d conpete
with drawing. |'ve always found it's
good to have a little "fun' to help
the young 'uns with their |earning, or
t hey get bored and m sbehave!

M SS SOPHI A
Well that's sonething I'll bear in
m nd? Lessons start pronptly at nine
o' cl ock every weekday, apart from
Christmas and New Years day. | like to
arrange the classrooma good thirty
m nutes before we start. Perhaps you
can be here to assist with setting
t hi ngs up from now on?

nods her head.

M SS SOPHI A ( CONT' D)
Speaki ng of which - would you m nd
hel pi ng me set those books out on the
tabl es? And | can go over a few things
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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M SS SOPHI A ( CONT' D)
about today's | esson?

FADE TO
EXT. WAREHOUSE, | PSW CH DOCKS - AFTERNOON

The Docks are as seen before, with the Custons House buil ding
in the background. The Warehouse is anong others and is busy,
several DOCK WORKERS are noving itens of cargo inside from
carts and sack-barrows. A few WAREHOUSE GUARDS are |l oitering,
directing the workers. They are better dressed and brawny.

Luff stands nearby, watching from a nei ghbouring buil ding.
Unknown to hi m PETER CATTERMOLE and a WAREHOUSE GUARD have
ni pped around to approach hi munseen from behi nd.

Catternole, 40, is tall with an unkenpt mane of curly hair.
He has a pistol in his belt that he doesn't try to conceal.

The Warehouse Guard has a scraggily beard and scarred face.
He has a battered cludgel tucked in his belt.

CATTERMOLE
(to Luff)
Can | help you?

Luff spins around, startl ed.

LUFF
No - | am good, thanks!

Catternol e and the Warehouse Guard exchange annoyed gl ances
at this flippant response.

CATTERMOLE
(to Luff)
M ght | ask what you are doing here?
My man tells ne you have been hangi ng
around wat ching us all day?

WAREHOUSE GUARD
(to Catternole)
That's right - seen "imskulking “ere
si nce about ten!

LUFF
It's a free country? | enjoy the
hustl e and bustle of life here at the
docks. And for your information | was
here much of yesterday too.

( CONTI NUED)
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CATTERMOLE

It's not free actually, everything has
a price-tag - especially these days.
If they could do it we'd be paying
duty on the very air we breathe!

(pause)
Per haps you woul dn't m nd novi ng
along? My lads don't like to be stared
at - nmakes em feel unconfortable.

WAREHOUSE GUARD
(rmenaci ngl y)
Yeah. Too right it does!

The Warehouse Guard noves closer to Luff, nenacingly. Luff
remai ns cool and unconcer ned.

Catt er nol
CQuard i s

LUFF
You know - there's a funny thing |'ve
noti ced? There's an al nbst const ant
flow of deliveries in, but very few
goods noving out? And yet this
war ehouse never seens to be full?
Strange that?

e sighs and reaches for his pistol. The Warehouse
about to grab Luff then stops as he recogni ses him

WAREHOUSE GUARD
Hold on - you're one of Bargoods nen,
aren't you? What are you snoopi ng
around here for then?

CATTERMOLE
One of Bargoods?
(chuckl es)
We t hought for a nonent you were with
t hose Custons idiots just up the road?

LUFF
Yeah - | work for Bargood, the nane is
Luff. 1've nade deliveries here plenty

of tinmes nyself over the years.

The Guard and Catternole relax and step away.

LUFF (CONT' D)
| don't think you need worry about
your nei ghbours either - they woul dn't
be able to detect anything if you
served it up to themon a silver dish

( CONTI NUED)
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WAREHOUSE GUARD
(chuckl i ng)
Yeah, you're not wong mate. Talk
about being right under their noses?!

Luff turns to |l eave but is stopped by Catternole.

CATTERMOLE
Just a nmonment - you didn't say what
you were doi ng here? O why??

LUFF
Just catching sonme fresh air, there's
nothing like the snell of rotten fish
in the nornings...

Luff pulls free and wal ks away whistling, |eaving the Guard
and Catternol e exchangi ng confused gl ances.

FADE TO
| NT. CHI LDRENS NURSERY, CLIFF HOUSE - DAY

M ss Sophia and Margaret are conducting a class. There are 8
X CHI LDREN present, aged between 15 and 5 in age order with

ol dest first: MASTER JOHN, WLLIAM RI CHARD, HARRI ET, SOPHI A,
THOVAS, SALLY, and HENRY. The children resenble M _Cobbold in

appearance only (not Ms Cobbold - the stepnother).

The younger children are SING NG their A- B- Cs in the
style of "Twinkle Twnkle Little Star' |ed by Mss Sophi a.

The ol der children instead of singing are engrossed in
mat hemat i cal work and puzzl es.

YOUNGER CHI LDREN
(Si nging together)
A-B-CDE-F-G.
Now | know ny A-B-C. ..
After a few nonents Margaret joins-in singing.
MARGARET AND YOUNGER CHI LDREN
(Si ngi ng together)
H1-J-K-LMNOPQ R- ST-U- V. ..
Sophi a rai ses her hand and the song abruptly STOPS.

Al'l children seemsurprised at this interruption.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGARET
(to Sophi a)
Oh sorry, | thought | was supposed to
join in?
M SS SOPHI A

(surprised)
You know t he al phabet Margaret?

MARGARET
O course | do, yes. And | can read
and wite a fair bit as well.

M SS SOPHI A
Sorry but | was under the inpression
that you were uneducat ed?

MARGARET
Oh | haven't had what you m ght cal
‘proper lessons', | learned fromthe
tutors we had for the children in ny
previous job. | was |earning as they
were | earning, you m ght say.

M SS SOPHI A
(calling to youngest child)
Master Henry - | saw that! Stop

annoyi ng your sister.
(To Margaret)
Sorry Margaret, you were saying?

MARGARET
It seened a chance to |learn a new
skill so | took it. I think it's
al ways good to try and i nprove
oneself... Reading and witing is very
useful, and not everyone can do it.

M SS SCPHI A
| couldn't agree nore Margaret.
(to class)
| hope you all heard and w il take
note of that too, children?

ALL COBBOLD CHI LDREN
(chanti ng obedi ently)
Yes M ss Sophi a.

FADE TO



27.

EXT. CUSTOVE HOUSE, | PSW CH DOCKS - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
It is nowraining slightly.

FADE TO
| NT. CUSTOMS OFFI CE, CUSTOVS HOUSE - DAY

The office has been made into a neeting room a |arge table
and chairs added. Snodgrass, Bliss, Ellis are present plus
OFFI CER TOBI AS BLOOWFI ELD, OFFI CER OLI VER THI RKETTLE and

RI DI NG OFFI CER EDWARD BARRY.

Bl oonfield 40, is chunky and bald aside fromdark brown hair
around his ears. He is a Preventative Oficer and habitually
BLI NKS as he speaks. (Preventative Oficers have no uniform.

Thirkettle is a captain of The Dragoons and is dressed in his
mlitary uniform He is tall, about 40, balding with piercing
bl ue eyes. He speaks in a cultured upper-class nmanner.

M Barry, md 20's and has ferrety features. He is a 'R ding
O ficer' so the poorest person present.

BLI SS
(angry, to all)
So you are effectively telling me they
are just too big for us to deal with?
Even with the additional resource |
can bring from Norfol k?

THI RKETTLE
| f you are suggesting 'open
confrontation' then yes? Even with
additional nen from Norfol k and Essex
we woul d be out-nunbered and out -
gunned. It's too great a risk!

BLOOWFI ELD
(to Bliss)
Captain Thirkettle is quite correct.
Al we can do and what we have been
doing - is nonitor themand their
activities, for the tinme-being.

BLI SS
Why not then sinply arrest their
| eaders? You say you know who this is,
this '"John Harvey' and where he
resides? Surely there is anple
evi dence agai nst hin?

( CONTI NUED)
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ELLIS
That did happen actually - a couple of
years ago.
BLI SS
And?
ELLIS

Let's just say that M Harvey didn't
stay under arrest for very long, he
has sone very influential friends.

THI RKETTLE
And an arrest prior to that |
remenber, which also fail ed.

BARRY
Quite mserably, fromwhat |
r emenber ?!

ELLIS
| was forgetting about that debacle?

THI RKETTLE
Both tines the trial collapsed, with
rumours of the jury taking bribes..

BLI SS
Well gentleman | believe | nmay have
the strategy needed that can yield
positive results and weaken this
' Hadl ei gh Gang' of yours.

SNODGRASS
You do sir?

BLI SS
We shoul d focus our efforts on their
supplies and storeroons. Let themrun
all the risks inmporting and
transporting the goods, then sinply
raid them Surely you nust have a good
i dea where these supplies end up?

ELLI S
We do for the nost part, but their
stores are well guarded, according to
our sources.

BLI SS
And the storeroons of their custoners

( MORE) ( CONTI NUED)



29.
CONTI NUED:

BLI SS ( CONT' D)
are these guarded too?

ELLI S
| woul dn't have thought so - these
woul d just be local taverns and
merchants for the nost part? W have
good intelligence on their regul ar
custoners too, | mght add.

BLI SS
Excellent - then we can organise a
| arge operation to target the buyers
exclusively. Raids to seize any
illicit wares - if they have no proof
of duty paid we take the | ot!

THI RKETTLE
Ah - | see where you're going with
this then M Bliss?

BLI SS
If we can't hurt the supplier we can
cripple the buyers - and exceed our
guota for seized contraband with ease
and safety.

BLOOWFI ELD
Interesting? Very interesting..

ELLIS
And the gang would indirectly suffer
too - when their main buyers go out of
busi ness, and their custoners in gaol ?

BLI SS
Exact | y!

Al'l present nod and murmur their approval.

FADE TO
I NT. KITCHEN AT CLI FF HOUSE - AFTERNOON

A typical kitchen for any larger fam |y house. Margaret is
washi ng numerous dishes in the sink. Alice stands nearby and
is drying dishes with a towel, conversing as they work.
Unseen M Marsh is in an adjoining room- eavesdropping.

ALl CE
Ch go on, you can tell ne?

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGARET
| prefer to keep ny business to nyself
Alice, | don't feel the need to go on
about it?
ALl CE

But this '"WIIliam Laud' you nentioned,
he sounds so interesting?

MARGARET
It that was all years ago... |'ve been
al one since, scarcely even seeing ny
rel ati ves back in Nacton for years.

ALI CE
But that night under the old WII ow
tree at Nacton shores... Its sounds so

romanti c?! And he was a snuggl er?

MARGARET
Well - a "nerchant adventurer", but he
was nmaster of a trade ship, yes.
(pause)
Al t hough he just worked for the
owner... Er...By the nane of 'Captain
Bargood' - | think it was?
ALl CE
Well it still sounds romantic?
MARGARET

Never involve yourself with a sailor
that's nmy advice Alice! Not unless you
like a ot of tine alone?

ALl CE

Per haps he m ght come back one day?
MARGARET

No - |'"ve conme to believe that that

WIlliamLaud is |ong since dead.
Alice GASPS and drops a plate whi ch SMASHES.

MARSH ( Q. S)
(call'ing, annoyed)
Alice you clot?! That better not be
anot her plate of Ms Cobbolds fine
chi na?!

FADE TO



31.

| NT. THE SPREAD EAGLE TAVERN - EVEN NG

M Peacock is collecting enpty tankards. Ms Peacock is
behind the bar, pouring drinks. Several SMJUGG.ERS are
present, boisterous and jolly. A few HARLOTS are present,
sone sit on the laps of the snugglers and behave in a
flirtati ous manner. These are ol der | adi es who have squeezed
into revealing dresses and pl astered nmakeup over thensel ves.

SMUGGLER #1 is standing at the bar, swigging ale. He is
slender and wiry with a weat her-beaten face.

SMUGGLER #2 is at a table nolesting a harlot, who does not to
obj ect to wandering hands. He is about 50 with a bushy beard.

Seat ed beside Smuggler #2 is Luff. He has vonited down
hinself and is face-down on the table in a drunken sl unber.

The mai n door opens and CAPTAI N BARGOOD enters.

Bargood, md 50's is a fornmer sea captain, he still has a
nautical ook to his attire and a strong Norfol k accent.

The tavern CHATTER quickly fades and all turn to | ook
guestioningly at Bargood.

SMUGGLER #1
It's the Captain!

SMUGGLER #2
(to a harlot)
Captai n Bargood is here!?

Luff awakens from his drunken sl unber and gazes around.

PEACOCK
Capt ai n Bargood - wel cone sir! What
brings you here?

BARGOOD
M Peacock - | need a quick word with
the nen for a mnute or two?

Peacock nods, puts down his tankards and rushes to | ock the
door behind Bargood to ensure no-one el se enters.

BARGOOD ( CONT' D)
(to all present)
Sorry to interrupt your festivities
| ads, but I"'mafraid | have a bit of
bad news. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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BARGOOD ( CONT' D)
(to Harl ots)
Ladies - can you give us the roomfor
a mnute or two?

The Harl ots obediently | eave the roomalong with M and Ms
Peacock, all nmoving to the rear of the tavern out of sight.

BARGOOD ( CONT' D)
Sonme of you may have heard al ready,
but there's a new Custons Man in town,
by the nane of Robert Bliss.

SMUGGELER #1
| heard of him Captain. Thought he was
normal Iy up Norfol k way?

SMUGGELER #2
Yeah - | heard of himtoo, a real
nightmare for those in '"the trade'?

BARGOOD
He is now here in Suffolk,
reorgani sing the |locals and upsetting
t he status quo.

A few snmuggl ers grunble and nutter curses at this news.

LUFF
(to self, slurred)
No news is ever good news?

BARGOOD
Bliss - an ironic name - seens intent
on plundering our hard-earned | oot and
causi ng us problens. For those that
don't know him Robert Bliss is known
as 'the nost hated nman in Norfol k'

SMUGGLER #2
Aye! Too right. A real bastard!

BARGOOD
He has ruined the livelihoods of many
desperate famlies with no other neans
of income and put many of our brethren
behi nd bars, or worse.

SMUGGELER #1
He nust have run out of people to
upset north of the border then?

( CONTI NUED)
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BARGOOD
You nmen are out at sea tomorrow, so
you will need to watch your backs! |

hear additional custons cutters have
been redirected to these parts al so.

SMUGGELER #1
(whi spers to self)
Oh god! Really? How d he do that??

BARGOOD
| have however already arranged an
alternate route and tinetable for your
captain, but Bliss is a cunning devil
wi th informants everywhere.

SMUGGLER #1
Aye - a silver-tongued devil of a man!

SMUGGLER #2
He turns brother against brother,
offering a deal they can't refuse.

BARGOCD
Reputation has it he is a crusader -
that that he can't be bribed or
bl ackmai | ed. ..
LUFF
(W pi ng his nouth)
Then why not just kill hinf

FADE TO
I NT. KITCHEN AT CLI FF HOUSE - LATE AFTERNOCON

The kitchen is nore active, wth pots and pans bubbli ng.
Al'ice and MRS HOGGER the cook are rolling pastry.

M's Hogger is about 50, ruddy-faced and she is enornously
overweight. Alice is as before but nore excitable.

Al so present and seated drinking tea are MASTER FREDERI C
SMYTHE and GEORGE TEAGER

Snythe, 35, is a male servant, wllow and sl ender.

Teager is the Coachman, about 65 and very deaf. He wears a
uni formof sorts but this has seen better days.

( CONTI NUED)
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MRS HOGGER
(to Alice)
Real | y? What ever next ?!

ALl CE
(to Ms Hogger)
Then she told me how they'd go off an'
nmeet each other in secret, away from
where her old dad could find them

SMYTHE
|'"ve often said you' ve m ssed your
true vocation in life, Alice... You

shoul d becone a spy! You' d work
wonder s agai nst the Frenchi es!

ALl CE
(1 gnoring Smythe)
... And he would bring her presents of
sil k undergarnents - that she would
nodel for himat their neetings!

MRS HOGGER
Good heavens! Real | y??

SMYTHE
OCooh how sor di d?!

TEAGER
(turning his head to hear)
Er, what was that?

ALl CE
He woul d get silks and other gifts
fromthe continent on the cheap,
because he was a snuggl er!

MRS HOGGER
A smuggl er? Good graci ous!
TEAGER
. Er, what ??

Marsh the Butler enters and | ooks sternly at Alice.
ALl CE

And then she told ne about...
(trails off)

( CONTI NUED)
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MARSH
Alice - 1've told you before about
your gossiping girl! Alittle |ess
talk and a little nore work - if you
pl ease?!
TEAGER

(trying nore to hear)
Er? What was that agai n?

FADE TO
| NT. MARGARETS BEDROOM CLI FF HOUSE - LATE EVEN NG

A shared room wth three small beds. Alice is dozing in one
bed in a nightgown, a second bed is vacant (its occupant is
el sewhere currently) and Margaret in a nightie sits on the
edge of the third bed witing in her notebook with a quil
and ink and candl e.

MARGARET (V. O
Dear diary - it's been two nonths
already... My roomat Ciff house is
shared with two other girls so there
is little privacy. Alice Collins,
another maid and ny roonmate is a
gossi p. She takes an unhealt hy
interest in everyone el se's business -
per haps because her own life is so
dull? I ampleased to find nmyself in
wor k though and no-| onger have to
press upon good Doctor Stebbings
ki ndness, but | do not feel welcome
here nor am | certain about staying.

Alice sighs loudly and rolls over - she wants the |ights out.
FADE TO
| NT. CHI LDRENS NURSERY, CLIFF HOUSE - EARLY MORNI NG

The children have yet to arrive, Margaret has been putting
out books and slates but has paused to read a letter.

M ss Sophi a enters.
M SS SOPH A

Ch Margaret, you're early? And the
books all out too | see?
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MARGARET
(distracted)
Hmm oh yes?

M SS SCPHI A
Bad news, Margaret?

MARGARET
Sorry - a letter fromhonme, care of a
former nei ghbour who can read and
wite. My sister Susan has just died.

M SS SOPHI A
Oh Margaret - | amsorry to hear that?

MARGARET
She' d been sickly for years - so it
wasn't a shock. Perhaps in a way it
was a kindness and an end to her
suffering?

M SS SCPHI A
If you want tinme off, that won't be a
probl enf? Just have a word with M
Marsh? | can run cl asses this week
wi t hout you, its no bother at all?

Margaret folds and puts the letter in her pocket.

MARGARET
Thank you - a day off or two for the
funeral m ght be needed?

FADE TO
| NT. COBBCOLDS STUDY, CLIFF HOUSE - AFTERNOON

Now account books, |edgers and paperwork are spraw ed across
the main desk. Cobbold is seated besi de PARKI NSON and t hey
are review ng the papers together.

Par ki nson i s Cobbol ds 'confidential clerk', accountant and
cousin. He is about 40 and dressed in smart cl othing.

Seat ed opposite both is Catternole, who has nmade sone attenpt
to conb his nmass of unkenpt hair.

PARKI NSON
(to Cobbol d)
As you see - no problenms with
supplies, all very snooth |ast nonth.
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Cat t er nol

MR COBBOLD
And the profits are certainly up too?
(turns to Catternole)
M Catternole - any news on acquiring
t hat additional storage space we
di scussed?

CATTERMOLE
It's still "in hand' sir... The seller
needed a little nore 'convincing -
but things are proceedi ng again as
pl anned.

PARKI NSON
(to Catternole)
Let nme know if there are further
del ays, we cannot expand any further
with our current facilities.

CATTERMOLE
O course. And with your |eave 1"l
get back to the warehouse? Don't I|ike
| eaving the boys too long in case they
get thirsty!

PARKI NSON
"1l call by the warehouse |ater too?
Do the nonthly stock check

e nods and rises to | eave, then pauses.

PARKI NSON ( CONT' D)
Was there anything el se M Catternol e?

CATTERMOLE
Actually - there was sonet hi ng?
MR COBBOLD
Onh?
CATTERMOLE
| caught one of Bargoods boys sniffing
round our warehouse... Big chap, by

the nane of Luff, or so he said.

MR COBBOLD
Luff? 1've heard that nane before?

PARKI NSON
Any indication as to what he was doi ng
or trying to find?
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CATTERMOLE
Not really, no. He didn't hang about
either. Bit of a funny bl oke really.

MR COBBOLD
Wel |l thanks for nmentioning it - as it
happens |1've a neeting w th Bargood
next week. 1'll see what he has to say
about this "M Luff"?

EXT. CATCHPCLE COTTAGE, NACTON - M D MORNI NG

38.

FADE TO

Smal | and run-down. MR CATCHPOLE is at the battered doorway,
with Margaret outside in a shawl and hat. They are HUGGE NG -
both dressed in black. M Catchpole is Margarets Father, |ate

50's and is wizened fromrural work. It is RAI N NG

MR CATCHPOLE
(st ops huggi ng)
Margaret - its good to see you?!
MARGARET

It seens whenever | visit its another
funeral or sone nore bad news?

MR CATCHPOLE
Nah! Come in!? Your brother is here -
he'll be pleased to see you too.
MARGARET
Charl es?
MR CATCHPOLE
No, Edward. Still no word from poor

Charl es since he set off to India.
Doubt we will ever hear from him
agai n. Anyhow - cone in girl, out of
this rain!

M Catchpol e | eads Margaret indoors.

| NT. CATCHPOLE COTTAGE - LATE MORNI NG

The cottage is run down, those here are very poor.

FADE TO

Cat chpol e is | eading Margaret indoors fromthe front door.

ED CATCHPOLE enters from an adj oi ning room and beans happily.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ed is Margaret's younger brother, dressed in bl ack.

ED CATCHPOLE
Thought | recogni sed the voice?!

Mar gar et hugs Ed Cat chpol e.

MARGARET
Ed! You' ve put on wei ght?! How have
you been keepi ng?

ED CATCHPOLE
As good as can be expected... Poor
Susan is in the back if you'd like to
| ook at her one |last tinme? Say goodbye
before they seal her up?

MR CATCHPOLE
Ti me enough for that later, you nust
be tired travelling fromIpsw ch? How
is your work and | odgi ngs there?

MARGARET
Coul d be better... The Master and
M stress are fine but the other
servants are nore stuck up than they
are! They don't seemto like ne.

39.

ED CATCHPOLE

Well they'Il warmto you in time...

Speaki ng of which come through to the

fire, I'"ve a drop of good gin left

that 1'd been saving!

FADE TO

| NT. CUSTOMS OFFI CE, CUSTOVE HOUSE - DAY
The office is back to its usual state, like a study. Bliss is

seated at the desk. He is dressed in a new outfit and seens

to have a bigger wardrobe of clothing than nost.

There is a KNOCK and Barry enters, dressed as before.

BLI SS
Ah, M Barry, it is a pleasure to neet
you agai n.

BARRY

The pleasure is all mne Sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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BLI SS
Pl ease, take a seat? | just wanted to
commend you again for your part in the
excel l ent work done at Sizewell the
ot her day. Seven hundred casks of
spirits - a good nights work!

BARRY
(now sitting)
Yes, indeed Sir. But nerely a drop in
the ocean - if you'll pardon the pun?

BLI SS
| wanted to ask you sonmething if |I may
- about the patrols you and your
col | eagues undertake around the coast?

BARRY
| can show you the route that | and
ot her Coast Guard take if you have a
map to hand?

BLI SS
The detail of the route itself doesn't
interest ne, but the tine-table.

BARRY
How so sir?

BLI SS
| am under the inpression that you
patrol the same areas on the sane days
of the week, with sonme consistency?

BARRY
That is correct Sir - | follow a set
pattern of times and routes.

BLI SS
And you have done for years now?
BARRY
That woul d be a fair assessnent, yes
Sir?
BLI SS
How m ght | ask you, did all this cone
about ?
BARRY
As you may know sir, | have been in
( MORE)
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BARRY ( CONT' D)
this role about three years now? | was
shown ny route and tinetable by ny
predecessor, M Thomas. He strongly
advised ne to stick to this closely
and never to deviate.

BLI SS
To what purpose or benefit?

BARRY
M Thomas said this route offered a
good bal ance between personal safety
and positive results, using tried and
tested vantage points, wthout taking
too great a personal risk

BLI SS
| see?

BARRY
This is not unique to nyself or the
| ocal coastal officers | mght add?
Following a set pattern is a nethod
wi dely used across all of Engl and.

BLI SS
| amwell aware of this, M Barry. But
did it occur to you that those with
| ocal knowl edge may cone to know and
even exploit this regular pattern -
especially if they had di shonest
intentions in m nd?

BARRY
| pressed M Thomas on this very
point. Hi s advice was that this nethod
woul d be nost effective on those
unfam liar with the region, on those
starting sonme new nefarious schene.

BLI SS
Wi | st arguably keeping the existing
ongoi ng activities as yet unhi ndered?

BARRY
For ny part | run additional ad hoc
patrols too, under ny own initiative.
Al t hough ny superiors have strongly
advi sed against it.
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BLI SS
Real | y? For what reason?

BARRY
(noddi ng)
| was told in no uncertain terns that
we don't have the resource to be
everywhere at all tines - and to |et
the Preventive and Revenue nen take up
t he slack in other areas.

BLI SS
Also with their own regular tinmes and
set routes too, | dare say?!
(pause)
Well | am arranging further neetings

with the | ocal Revenue and Preventive
Oficers, to try and 'better

coordi nate' our conbined efforts. This
County of yours needs a bit of a
shakeup it seens?!

FADE TO
| NT. BARGOODS OFFI CE - DAY

An '"inport/export business' office at Felixstowe - with
notably better quality furniture of that of Custons House.
Captain Bargood is at his desk. Opposite sits Luff, who has
si nce washed and changed his vomt-splattered cl ot hing.

Bargood is annoyed initially, but cal ns throughout.

BARGOOD
Qur side of the business cannot exi st
w t hout the other! W supply the
mer chandi se, they arrange the
distribution and finance. W cannot do
everyt hing ourselves, so one hand
washes the other...

Luff does not reply and instead stretches his arns. Realising
Bargood i s expecting an acknow edgenent he responds.

LUFF
Al right alright Bargood... You're the
boss. Perhaps | did overstep the mark?

BARGOOD
| amthe boss and | did not reach this
position by being foolish! Any
( MORE)
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BARGOOD ( CONT' D)
friction between us and our business
partners only harns both our
operations, draws unwanted attention
and above all costs us our profit!

LUFF
Heaven forbid that we m ght | ose any
noney Captain!? Don't you have enough
profit and properties already?

BARGOOD
And | nean to continue adding to ny
assets M Luff, so that | can live a
|l ong and happy life in retirenent. You
could do likewise - if you were nore
cautious, a little nore patient?

Luff shrugs.

BARGOOD ( CONT' D)
Just do the work you are paid to do
and stop all this snooping! You don't
need to know 'the whole picture'! Even
| nyself have little know edge of
their side of things and | dare say
vice-versa. And it is nuch safer for
both sides for that very reason

LUFF
| don't understand why should we take
all the risks but they reap all the
rewar ds? They never get their hands
dirty, in their fancy mansi ons whil e
we risk life and Iinb on their behal f?

BARGOOD
Qur arrangenents with our investors
have al ways been fair and nutually
advant ageous. | do not begrudge any
man for doing well in business. One
day | too nay becone a financier -
playing a nore subtle role and letting
others run all the risk

LUFF
Sounds rather dull to ne?

BARGOOD
Bori ng perhaps, but nuch safer.
( pausi ng)
( MORE)
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BARGOOD ( CONT' D)
And speaking of boring - | have a
special task for you, M Luff.
Sonmething | that m ght keep you out of
m schief for a while?

LUFF
| don't like the sound of this
al ready?!
BARGOOD
The "illustrious WIliam Laud' is back

with us again fromhis exile over in
t he Ameri cas.

LUFF
(pl eased)
Billy-boy is back? Has it been a year
al ready?
BARGOOD

A year and a half now. He is keen to
pi ck up where he left off, now that
t hi ngs have cal ned- down agai n.

LUFF
That's Billy alright, not one for
hangi ng about ?

BARGOCD
I"d like you to take hi munder your
wing and help himget re-settl ed.
Bring himup to date with business.

LUFF
Well if that's all it is, then no
problen? I'lIl whip himinto shape!
BARGOCD

Good, then you can start today! You'l
find himlodging at The Salutation in
| pswi ch. He's probably already
proppi ng up the bar there, unless life
over seas has changed hi n?

Luff grins.

LUFF
Yeah, right!??

FADE TO



45.

| NT. CHI LDRENS NURSERY, CLIFF HOUSE - MORNI NG

As before, only now the 8 x Cobbold children are standi ng at
their desks, awaiting perm ssion to be seated. (Mster John,
WIlliam Richard, Harriet, Sophia, Thomas, Sally, Henry).

Margaret is standing before them- the only adult. She is in
her usual servants attire.

MARGARET
Good norning Children!

ALL COBBOLD CHI LDREN
(toget her)
Good Morni ng Margaret.

The children robotically sit down after this greeting.

RI CHARD COBBOLD
Excuse nme Margaret? Were is Mss
Sophi a t oday?

MARGARET
M ss Sophia is 'under the weather',
she won't be able to join us today.

The chil dren exchange questioning | ooks at this news.

MARGARET ( CONT' D)
Vll children, as it's a glorious day
- lets have the | essons outdoors?

ALL COBBOLD CHI LDREN
(cheering together)
HOORAY! !

FADE TO
EXT. RI VERSI DE NEAR DOCKS - DAY

This is a heathland area with nudflats and trees running
al ongside the River Orwell, south-east of the Docks.

NOTE : now the ORVELL COUNTY PARK - |argely unchanged today.
Margaret is wal king along with NI NE Cobbold children (in age
order as follows) : Master John, WIlliam R chard, Harriet,
Sophi a, Thomas, Sally, Henry and EDWARD

Edward i s youngest and | ooks facially different to his
siblings - as he is the son of the current Ms Cobbol d.
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Margaret |eads the children beside the river bank, pointing
out various features. The younger children all hold hands and

skip happily along. It is an idyllic sumers day.

MARGARET

(poi nti ng)
That over there is a King Fisher. Not
as many of them around these days
t hough. As | said before, we all need
to take care of our natural habitat
around us or one day there may be none
left at all!

HARRI ET COBBOLD
No birds or anything? Terrible!

THOVAS COBBOLD
How awful that woul d be?

MARGARET
(Turning angrily)
Master Henry - 1've told you before,

keep away fromthe waters edge!

HENRY COBBOLD
Aw... Yes Mss Margaret...

They all continue wal king along | eisurely.

EXT. THE SALUTATI ON I NN - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

FADE TO

The Salutation is an Inn at Carr Street |pswich, a few
m nutes wal k from Christchurch Mansion. This is a tinber-
framed smaller inn, wth bar and dining area at the front

with a few roons avail able upstairs

NOTE: This is still here today, although now a pub.

| NT. SALUTATI ON I NN - DAY

FADE TO

A smaller but is otherwi se typical inn of the era. Because of

its central location it is busy, several DRUNKARDS are

present, swigging ale and puffing on pipes. These Drunkards

are nostly sailors. The air is thick with Pl PE SMXKE

Luff is seated at a table, opposite WLLIAMLAUD - both

dri nki ng as they converse.
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LAUD, late 20's, is rugged and handsone.

LUFF

So Billy-Boy, how was the new worl d?
LAUD

Just as corrupt as the old... No-

matter where we go, the same old
probl ens seemto follow

LUFF
| heard tells of naked native girls,
happy to sell their services for a few
baubl es?

LAUD
(armused)

There are native tribes runni ng about,
but out in the wlderness. Gven the
chance nost would rather kill any

whi te man t hough, baubles or not. Wen
out there | heard tell of a attacks on
renote settlenents, farners scal ped.

LUFF
Sounds rough - rather wild out West?

LAUD
Much |'i ke Norwi ch on a Saturday night!

Luff chuckl es and swi gs his beer.

LAUD ( CONT' D)
Everything over there is bigger..
Bi gger | andscapes, bi gger nountains,
bi gger houses, bigger roads... But
land is cheap - they steal it fromthe
natives. GCh, and bi gger wonen too!

LUFF

(1 aughi ng)
Ah, nowthat's the Billy I know Any
nice 'bit of stuff' over there then?

LAUD
There were one or two nice girls that
caught ny eye... But in truth, I'm
glad to be back again. There's nothing
quite |like old England or our hone-
grown Suffol k beauti es!
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LUFF
(si ppi ng beer)
Renenber ol d Joseph Cotton?

LAUD
AOd Joe with no teeth?

LUFF
He di ed, about two nonths ago - froma
Prevent ati ve Mans nusket .

LAUD
Oh god - terrible! He had a big famly
didn't he?

LUFF
Yeah, six or seven kids... Mkes you

wonder what it's all about really? O
it makes ne wonder anyhow. ..

LAUD
| renmenber him- a good bl oke. No-one
deserves to be gunned-down. ..

LUFF
What | nean is... We go through so
much just to get by, but we all end up
dead - sooner or later. Whats the
bl oody point of all this struggle??

LAUD
| suppose a priest would tell you we
go to a better place afterwards... If

you' ve been good.

LUFF
None of us are 'good' though, are we?
To make ends neet we all have to bend
the law at tinmes, just to get by...
(pause)

Unl ess you're rich of course? In which
case you can just break the | aw and
get away with it!

LAUD
You're a |l ot nore phil osophical since
| went away, M Luff?

LUFF
| suppose |'ve been thinking a | ot
lately... It would be nice to be
( MORE)
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LUFF ( CONT' D)
remenbered when |' m gone. For
sonething at least... Not even
sonet hi ng good, but just sonething.

Laud shrugs and gul ps down the renai nder of his ale.

FADE TO
EXT. A RIVERSI DE COTTAGE, SUFFOLK - DAY

A typical tinber-framed cottage, with a good view of the
nearby River Orwell. Just outside |pswi ch, further up river
fromthe 'riverside near docks' so simlar surroundings.

At the front door stands MRS SPENCE, speaking to Rob Coul son.

M's Spence, 35, has ginger hair, shapely but her period
clothing is rather worn. Coul son is chew ng tobacco and
spitting periodically as they converse.

TWO SCRUFFY CHI LDREN | i ke street urchins play in the garden
and chase each ot her around.

MRS SPENCE
My | ate husband worked seven years for
Bargood as a ' Tubman'. Seven years!
And what conpensation do we get?
Penni es! A few pennies every nonth -
it's a bloody disgrace!!

COULSON
Per haps madam | could offer you a few
addi ti onal pennies to suppl enment your
incone, if you would do a little
sonething for ne in return?

M's Spence sighs wearily and starts to unbutton her dress and
nods to invite Coul son indoors. He however stops her and
seens amnused.

COULSON ( CONT' D)
No madam you m sunderstand ne! It is
only information that | desire.
| nformati on can be of great worth to
me and nore inportantly to those |
represent. ..

MRS SPENCE
(slightly of fended)
Oh?? What informati on?
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COULSON
| see that you have a wonderful view
of the river - right here?

FADE TO
| NT. CUSTOMS OFFI CE, CUSTOWVB HOUSE - DAY

Ellis is seated at his desk, Bliss is seated opposite. Both
men are dressed as before.

ELLI S
Wel |l Robert | have to hand it to you,
the figures are very inpressive.
Fourteen Suffol k busi nesses raided
| ast week and ten the week before, and
already a small fortune in seized
contraband. | dare say though, | don't
think these nmethods will endear us to
| ocal shop- keepers or taverns!

BLI SS
(col dly)
l|'mnot here to make fri ends.

There is a KNOCK at the door and Snodgrass enters, carrying a
nearly manila-type file. Snodgrass hands the file to Bliss.

SNODGRASS
Here is that report you wanted, sir?

ELLI S
Anot her raid planned al ready?

BLI SS
O course! It's to keep up the
pressure before they can recover or
reorgani se. That's how we do things up
in Norfolk, M Ellis.

FADE TO
| NT. MARGARETS BEDROOM CLI FF HOUSE - EVEN NG
Margaret is witing in her diary, she is al one.

MARGARET (V. O
| can't believe its been several
nmont hs so soon, tine truly does fly at
times. The famly | work for - the
Cobbol ds and their many children - are
( MORE)
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MARGARET (V. O (CONT' D)
noving to a | arger house the other
side of town and | have decided to
remain in their service. | have al so
heard fromWIIliam Laud - he is back
fromthe Anerica' s and soon we are to
meet. It will be wonderful to see him
again after all this tinme but wonder
if life abroad has changed hi n?

FADE TO
I NT. CLI FF HOUSE HALLWAY - M DDAY

Al'l the servants are grouped together: Margaret, Alice,
Snyt he, Teager, Ms Hogger and MADELEI NE DOHERTY (aka
MADDI E)

Maddie is a nmaid, about 20 with dark hair and broad cheeks,
dressed like Alice. She has a hint of an Irish accent.

M Marsh, M Cobbold and Ms Cobbol d stand addressi ng t hem

M  Cobbol d has a period era dressing-gown. Ms Cobbold wears
a different flow ng dress.

MARSH

(to servants)
Are there any further questions about
our nmove to Christchurch? As you know,
it's just the other side of town, |ess
than an hours walk fromdiff House.
This too should make the process of
rel ocati ng nmuch easier.

A nonent passes before a response.

MARGARET

(rai sing a hand)
| was curious as to the tinescale? You
said we need to start packi ng next
week, but is there a tinme when we w ||
have had to have noved by?

(pause)
You see | sonetinmes receive letters
frommy relatives over in Nacton?

MRS COBBOLD
Yes, a good question? Because we
retain ownership of both diff House
and our new residence, there will be
( MORE)
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MRS COBBOLD ( CONT' D)
no i mediate rush. Any mail wll
sinply be redirected, anything |eft
can be sent for at a |ater date.

MR COBBOLD
We have planned the nove in various
stages, starting next nonth. The first
stage will be to nove non-essenti al
itens, then nost of the children and
servants will nove with the second
stage, |eaving nyself and a coupl e of
servants here to oversee transport of
the |l ast of the household itens.

MARSH
Certainly within a nonth fromnow, we
will all have relocated conpletely.

VMR COBBOLD
| ndeed. And all of you should visit
Chri stchurch between now and t he nove.
This is wll allow you to get to know
your way around and get a feel for the
pl ace prior to the nove

Ali ce and Maddi e exchange gl ances and nod in agreenent.
Teager seens rather confused, as he has not heard quite all.

FADE TO
EXT. SMUGELERS SHI P AT SEA - DAWN - ESTABLI SHI NG

A wooden sloop sailing ship is at sea with full sails. It is
w ndy and slightly stornmy. A few SAILORS are on deck
adjusting the sails. The sailors are all male, many have

pi stol s and knives. There is nothing but open sea all around.

FADE TO
I NT. HOLD OF SH P - DAWN

The wooden hold of the snmugglers ship seen in the previous
scene. The hold is full of barrels and crates. There is a
hal f-tabl e on fol dable gate-legs and two stalls. Here sit

Luff and Laud, both dressed simlarly to before.

The ship ROCKS fromside to side as they converse (poor
travelling conditions deters other vessels and custons
cutters). Unseen outside is THE LOOKOUT up on deck. He is
HEARD ONLY and he has a deep gruff voi ce.
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Luff pull
t oget her

LAUD
| hear you've been making a nui sance
of yourself, upsetting our biggest
cust oner ?

LUFF
Yeah ol d Bargood had a word with ne...
O several. Don't worry though Billy-
boy, I'll be good.

LAUD
Wiy, mght | ask, have you been
rai sing eyebrows anyway? To what end?

s out a wad of paper from his pocket, fastened
with string. There are notes scrawl ed on each page.

LUFF
| ve been busy writing.

LAUD
You've learnt reading and witing
while | was away?

LUFF
Yeah - took ne several nonths! It
still doesn't cone easily and | get

old man Cole to |l end a hand soneti nes.

LAUD
Mnd if | see?

Laud takes the book and flicks through.

LAUD ( CONT' D)
Well your handwiting is...
"Interesting' ?! What's this witing
all in aid of then John?

LUFF
Doesn't it seemthat all we knowis
our little part of the operation?

LAUD
Yes, but so what?
LUFF
Vell | want to understand the bigger

pi cture, the whole schene. What
happens when we drop off the stuff,
where it goes, who gets involved? How
( MORE)
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LUFF ( CONT' D)
everything works - the payoffs and how
the profits trickle back to those at
the top? How they hide the noney...

LAUD
(flicking through)
Alittle know edge in this trade can
be dangerous. | know what | need to
know to get the things done that |'m
paid for. That's enough for ne.

LUFF
It's not finished yet, |I've stil
several pages left to fill... Its "a

work in progress', you mght say.

LAUD
(readi ng and shocked)
What have you done here Luff? Bargoods
nane i s nentioned? Several tines!
HelI! O her associ ates naned too?

LUFF
(amused, grinning)
It's fiery prose, to be sure! As | say
t hough, its not the final version..

LAUD
(still shocked)
| can't believe what you' ve done?!
What's the point of all this?

LUFF

| fancy this could be used as a guide
- how a |l arge scal e operation is run

Thi s has wor ki ng exanpl es of tunnels,
storage, pay-offs to officials, stock
and supply routes, all the finance

si de. Everything needed to succeed in
the trade, with real actual exanples.

LAUD
(shaki ng his head)
You nust have lost it while I was
away?! This isn't fiction, any of it?!

LUFF

Nah, it's the lords own truth! Every
page is pure fact...
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LAUD
This is your death warrant Luff - if
the Custons nmen were to find this,
we'd all be finished! Wat were you
t hi nki ng - bl ackmail ??

LUFF
| haven't really decided that far
ahead. Perhaps I'Il publish it as part
of ny menoirs when I"'mold, rich and
fat?

LAUD

You won't live to grow old, not with
this book in your possession!

LUFF
Pah! Don't be such an old lady... This
can be ny | egacy, sonmething | wll
| eave behind...!

LAUD
You al ways think too big for your
boots. The |likes of you and ne are
never going to be the rich bosses in
fancy houses. We're just trying to get

by, like everyone el se.
LUFF
You're wong WIIl, you need to think

about the future. We're the ones out
taking all the risks - and one day our
luck will run out. Look at the
Hadl ei gh boys - they're nothing
special but as rich as |ords!

LAUD
The Hadl ei gh Boys are thugs and cut -
throats. Pure filth! They get away
with it because there are better arned
than the law Wen the day cones that
they slip - the nonment they | ook weak
- they'Il all hang. Just wait and see!

LOOKQUT ( Q. 9)
(cal l'ing)
Land ho! Land ho - port side!!

LUFF
Well WII, it seens duty calls? One
thing hasn't changed while you' ve been
( MORE)
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gone - you're still as stubborn as
ever!?

Luff snatches his papers back and stands, ready to exit.
FADE TO
| NT. CHI LDREN S NURSERY, CLIFF HOUSE - MORNI NG

The Nursery Roomis half enpty - many books and itens have
been renoved, shelves are enpty. M ss Sophia and Margaret are
packi ng away books into crates and boxes.

M SS SCPHI A
| can't get over the change in Little
Henry Cobbold - he is so well behaved
of late. Al since you joined us?

MARGARET
| just keep Master Henry interested in
"boy things' - that way he behaves
himself. It's nmade nore fun and
interesting for him

M SS SOPHI A
Well | can't deny it Margaret - the
children have really taken to you and
all seemto be doing well. W've

real ly made progress over these |ast
several nonths...

MARGARET
(smling)
|'"ve | earned nore too - think |I'm
better at maths now Probably from
counting so many chil dren?!

M SS SCPHI A
As you know, we will soon be
relocating to Christchurch and |I've
been involved in setting up the new
school room Perhaps you'd like to
give me a hand planning the | ayout?

MARGARET
Yes - |'d be happy to?

M SS SCPHI A
| have a list of newitens | am
consi dering ordering, but perhaps you
( MORE)
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M SS SOPHI A ( CONT' D)
coul d see what you think too?

MARGARET
Happi | y!

M SS SOPHI A
Oh and don't forget it's this Thursday
that we will be | ooking around the

grounds of the new hone. Its quite
substantial conpared to diff House.

FADE TO
| NT. CUSTOMS OFFI CE, CUSTOVS HOUSE - DAY

Bliss is seated at the desk of Ellis, who is absent. Bliss
seens nore pleased with hinmself. Snodgrass is standing
near by, pointing out details on sonme paperwork.

SNODGRASS
Yes sir - delivery will take place
next Tuesday.

BLI SS
Fi ve hundred casks of spirits? And not
too nention the dry goods too?

SNODGRASS
The dry goods are nmainly silks and a
nodest anount of tobacco.

BLI SS
And your source for this is reliable?

SNODGRASS
Tried and tested already sir. A
di sgrunt| ed nmenber of the Hadl ei gh
Gang, now our nman - in exchange for a
per cent age of the seized goods.

BLI SS
Excellent! Let's not trouble M Ellis
about this for the tinme being? Some of
my nmen and | ocal Dragoons are billeted
at The Crown in Bildeston so they can
act quickly on this information.

SNODGRASS
(uncertain)
I f you say so sir?

( CONTI NUED)
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BLI SS
| do Snodgrass, | do..

FADE TO
EXT. CHRI STCHURCH MANSI ON AND GROUNDS - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

Chri stchurch Mansion is a Tudor era building in the centre of
| pswi ch Town. The front of the building is shaped |ike the
letter n with the main entrance in the mddle. The ground is
VET and it has been raining recently.

NOTE: The mansion is much as it was today, although any
nmodern or nore recent features should not be seen.

FADE TO
EXT. CHRI STCHURCH PARK - DAY
Grassy parkland and trees, perhaps the Mansion can be
glinpsed in the distance. There is a bench opposite a | arge

ARTI FICIAL LAKE. It is danp and has been RAINI NG recently.

NOTE: These grounds are still around today, though things
i ke the asphalt pathways and railings are recent additions.

Margaret is seated on the bench opposite the nearby |ake. She
is off-duty and dressed nore casually and deep in thought.

MARGARET (V. O
| nmust renmenber to update ny diary

with details about nmy new hone... Also
there is news about WIIl, he and | are
to meet next week. | hope he wll
still care for me as he once did?

Margaret's thoughts are interrupted.

Approaching Margaret run SI X of the Cobbold children:-
Ri chard, Harriet, Sophia, Thomas, Sally and Henry. All
chasi ng one-another around the trees and enjoying thensel ves.

Maddie is struggling to keep up with the children, despite
hi tching her dress and rushi ng al ong.

MADDI E
(calling to children)
Wait for ne, don't keep rushing of f!

The children continue running al ong and soon scanper past
Mar garet, some waving to her as they dash al ong.

( CONTI NUED)
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ALL COBBOLD CHI LDREN
(toget her, as passing)
Hel l o Margaret! Hell o!

MARGARET
Hell o chil dren! And hell o Maddi e.

Maddi e approaches Margaret, she is out-of-breath.

MADDI E
Hel |l o Margaret..

(puffing)
Wir ki ng hard again | see?

MARGARET
It's ny afternoon off, as well you
know?! You'd better keep a cl ose eye
on the children, there's been sone
sort of cave-in further down the way.

MADDI E
Cave-in? \Watever do you nean?

The children charge away into the distance out of view

MARGARET
A hole - sonething to do with those
'new excavations' for the house |
expect? Probably all that rain | ast
ni ght hasn't hel ped.

Maddi e 1 ooks in the direction of the children.
MADDI E
(calling)
Come back you little devils!

MARGARET
Need any help with then?

Maddi e si ghs, shakes her head and hurries away in pursuit.
FADE TO

EXT. CHRI STCHURCH PARK, FURTHER - DAY

This area features a fresh SINK HOLE. A I ength of ground has

given-way to reveal what appears to be a dark tunnel running

beneath. The cave-in reflects the shape and course the tunnel
t akes - headi ng south towards the docks. The ground is wet.

( CONTI NUED)
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Si x of the Cobbold children are exploring (R chard, Harriet,
Sophi a, Thomas, Sally and Henry).

Initially off-screen is Maddie, who is in pursuit of the
children. The children rush to the nouth of the hole.

RI CHARD COBBOLD

(poi nting)
Look - a secret tunnel!

HARRY COBBOLD
| bet there's buried treasure inside?!

THOVAS COBBOLD
Conme on, let's see??

Ri chard, Henry and Thomas junp down into the tunnel and
di sappear fromsight. Harriet, Sophia and Sally remain
out si de and peer down nervously.

Maddi e arrives near the hole, out-of-breath.

MADDI E
(cal l'ing)
Children - wait for ne!! Grls - where
are your brothers?

HARRI ET COBBOLD
M stress Maddi e, our brothers have
gone down that big hol e!

Maddi e peers cautiously inside the hole.

MADDI E
VWhat the? What is this??

Maddi e | eans down into the tunnel and can hear the echo of
t he voi ces of the boys.

Rl CHARD COBBOLD (O S)
Look over here, |'ve found sonet hi ng?!

HENRY COBBOLD( Q. S)
Wait for ne!

THOMAS (Q. S)
Its too dark down here?

MADDI E
(calling down)
Chil dren, come out of there, cone back
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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MADDI E ( CONT' D)
here this mnute - it's not safel!

The ground around Maddi e begins to SHUDDER and part suddenly
gives way. Maddie | eaps back just in tinme as nore of the
tunnel collapses. Another section further along gives way.

MADDI E ( CONT' D)

Oh sweet lord, preserve us!
(calling, in panic)
Hel p! Soneone hel p! HELP!

Harriet, Sophia and Sally cower away and there is a nmuffled
SCREAM of the trapped boys comng frominside the hole.

FADE TO
END CREDI TS
FADE OUT

END OF PART 1




