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THE LAST | NTERVI EW OF COLONEL CUSTER - (SERI ES VERSI ON)

FADE | N
OVER BLACK

SUPER | MPOSE: The following is based on first hand reports,
books, accounts, diaries, letters and witness testinony. It
is June 17th 1876. At the Battle of Rosebud Creek General
Crook is forced to fall back after a sustained bl oody battle
agai nst Sioux tribes led by fanmed warrior Crazy Horse.

FADE TO
EXT. THE PLATEAU, ROSEBUD CREEK - SUMVER, M DDAY

A green nountai nous area with streans. A cluster of makeshift
trenches have been hastily dug and contain CRATES and 300 X
bl ue-coated American SOLDI ERS. To the rear are horses and
wagon-carts being readi ed for evacuati on. GENERAL CROOK and
his men are returning fire at about 100 | NDI AN BRAVES.

Crook, 45, wears his officers uniform has conbed-back hair
and a |l arge bushy beard. He | ooks denoralised and tired.

The I ndian Braves are dressed in hides and skins, adorned by
jewellery and war-paint. The majority have bows or stone axes
and YELP excitedly. Most are on HORSES adorned in paints.

This battle is al nbst over - about 30 soldiers lay injured or
dead, Indians |osses are far fewer.

CROK
(shouting to soldiers)
Forget the supplies! Fall back nen!
Everyone fall back! Retreat!

A TRUVWPET SOUNDS and a few sol diers shout "FALLBACK' and
"RETREAT" repeatedly.

The sol di ers abandon the trenches and retreat to the horses
and carts nearby, sone helping injured conrades or loiter to
provi de covering fire - but are quickly being overwhel ned.

Sensing victory many Indian Braves disnount, leap into the
trenches and focus on fighting hand-to-hand. Among themis
their | eader: CRAZY HORSE, with his |ieutenants TOUCH THE-
CLOUDS and LI TTLE-BI G MAN and WOODEN- LEG.

Crazy Horse is tall and physically inposing, with intense



EYES. He wears a loincloth and has WH TE SPOTTED WAR- PAI NT.

Whoden Leg, 40, is weathered and winkled. Hs war-paint is
from bl ack charcoal. He has packets of herbs in his belt.

Little-Big-Man, 25, is slender and handsone, with platted
hair. He has several neckl aces, much jewellery and feathers.

Touches-The-Cl ouds is huge - tall and nmuscular. He carries a
2-handed STONE CLUB, adorned with feathers.

Crook and the surviving soldiers nount horses and retreat.
Many | ndi an Braves pursue, yel ping and how i ng euphorically.

Touch- The- C ouds expl ores the trenches, finishing off any
remai ni ng sol diers by crushing them beneath his cl ub.

Whoden Leg and Little-Big-Man begin to open the abandoned
crates as Crazy Horse finishes-off any the wounded al so.

NOTE: All instances of the LAKOTA SI OQUX LANGUACE shall be
i ndi cated by being enclosed in [brackets]. Subtitles should
be provided on screen for the benefit of viewers.

LI TTLE- Bl G MAN
[ Look how t he Bl uecoats fleel]

WOCDEN LEG
[Alnost a pity they don't fight as
wel | as they run!]

LI TTLE- Bl G MAN
[ Crazy Horse! We have captured their
suppl i es and anmuni tion!]

Crazy Horse approaches Little-Big-Man as he pulls out arifle
fromthe crate - one of many.

CRAZY HORSE
[ This is indeed a great victory!! Just
as the spirits have foretol d!!]

Crazy Horse and his lieutenants YELP HAPPILY and wave their
newrifles in the air. In the background the soldiers are
retreating into the distance, a few Braves chasing.

FADE TO
MODEL SHOT / CE - TRAIN TRAVELLI NG - DAY

A Steam Train circa 1860 travels though the American



wi | derness, surrounded by rolling plains.

PAN AND CLOSE UP towards the passenger w ndow where MARK
KELLOGG i s seated and gazi ng out.

Kel l ogg, 40, is balding with spectacles and a beard. He is
dressed in a shabby worn suit with shoes held together by
straps and bits of |leather. He is not wealthy.

KELLOGG (V. O
My nane is Mark Kellogg. | ama part-
time journalist with the Bi smarck
Tribune of North Dakota. | have taken
the place of the Chief Publisher,
whose wife has fallenill. I'mto
travel to Fort Lincoln in the Mntana
territories and neet the | egendary
George Arnmstrong Custer, who has
agreed to be interviewed about his
newest canpai gn

FADE TO
| NT. CARRI AGE | NTERI OR - LATE MORNI NG
The carriage reflects the exterior, with a mx of nostly male
seat ed PASSENCGERS. Kellogg is alone and begins witing in his

not ebook as his Voice Over continues.

KELLOGG (V. O
|"mpromsed this will be 'the

opportunity of a lifetinme' - something
any journalist will relish - and a
chance to see the quickly vanishing
"WIld West'. In truth | amnore 'city

folk' than a frontiersman. But | can
ride a horse well enough and in ny
youth |I learned to shoot... But | fear
nothing frommny formative years wll
have prepared ne for the chall enges
that may | ay ahead. .

Kel | ogg pauses witing and pulls out a battered pocket watch
to check the tine.

FADE TO
I NT. SITTI NG BULLS TENT - LATE MORNI NG

A large tepee of animal hides with snmouldering fire in the
m ddl e. SITTING BULL | ays sl eeping on a crude bed, feverish



and twtching restlessly.

Sitting Bull, 50, is a craggy winkled Chieftain. He is clad
only in a loincloth and has SCABS fromself-inflicted cuts.

Sat nearby observing himis RED WOMAN. Red Woman, 45, is
dressed in animal -hide clothing enbroidered with bright red
stitching (associated to her nane) - one of his w ves.

KELLOGG (V. O
The I ndian Rebels are led by Sitting
Bull, spiritual |eader of all Sioux
who have united under his | eadership
and gathered in the Black Hills.
Sitting Bull is a holy man and nysti c,
said to have visions of the future.

The flap of the tent opens and WH TE BULL enters, | ooking
worried. He is half-brother to Sitting Bull, simlar in |ooks
but younger and dressed in patterned hide-clothing.

VWH TE BULL
[ Red Woman - is ny Brother still not
recovered from his ordeal ?]

RED WOVAN
[No White Bull - not yet. | have
bat hed and cared for him 1 think that
soon he will awaken.].

Sitting Bull stops twitching and his eyes open. He sits up
and | ooks around.

SI TTI NG BULL
[ You think correctly wife. For | am
awakened... Hello ny bother.]

VWH TE BULL
(relieved and approachi ng)
[ Sorry to see you so poorly Sitting
Bull... Can you speak sone nore yet
about your vision?]

SI TTI NG BULL
[ Soon | shall proclaimwhat | foresaw
to all, but I still need nore rest...]

VWA TE BULL
[Did you foresee danger? Should we be
ready to nove the canp?]



SI TTI NG BULL
[No need - there will be a great
victory, one that all nmen wll
remenber until the end of tine.]

VWH TE BULL
[ That pl eases ne greatly! Let ne know
when you are ready and | wll assenble
the other chiefs to hear your words?]

VWhite Bull turns to | eave.

SI TTI NG BULL
[Wait, there is nore! W nust not take
t he usual trophies and spoils from
battle. If we do there will be
DI SASTER for our people - the |ikes of
which w Il plague us for generations.]

VH TE BULL
[But | do not understand? How can we
suffer if we w n?]

SI TTI NG BULL
[ No matter how great our victory we
nmust not take trophies! Fallen enem es
nmust be treated with respect, as
t hough nmenbers of our own tribe.]

Sitting Bull slunps back, panting and exhaust ed.

Red Wnman gently cradles his head in her lap and begins to
dab the sweat fromhis face with a rag.

VH TE BULL
[ Rest brother - regain your strength.
| wll reassure the others for now.].

FADE TO
EXT. THE ROLLI NG PLAINS - M DDAY

In the vicinity of a wwde river, with hills and craggy peaks
in the distance. An arny convoy is proceeding - - the entire
regi ment of General Terry. 1500 nounted CAVALRY, 400 FOOT
SOLDI ERS, carts of nobile artillery, SUPPLY CARTS, MEDI CAL
WAGONS and | ast of all CIVILIAN CARTS. One civilian cart is
filled wth barrels and bottles, driven by JAMES COLEVAN

Col eman, 45, is short and with | arge ears and noust ache.



The final cart is driven by JOHAN FRETT and is full of
clothes. Frett is about 50, overweight and weasl ey-| ooki ng.
Beside himsits an | NDI AN SQUAW - his nmuch younger wife.

Laggi ng behind all are several PACKERS - poorly trained
civilians transporting supplies on mules.

Mount ed and | eading at the head of the colum is GENERAL
ALFRED TERRY, LI EUTENANT JOHN BURKMAN and M Kel | ogg.

Ceneral Terry, 50, has a side-parting and |long curly beard.
He is uniformed and | ooks sonbre and stern.

Burkman, md 30's, has dark receding hair and a | ong beard.
He is the '"orderly' of Custer (his "aid and assistant).

Kel | ogg now wears a long dark 'duster' coat and his horse is
noti ceably poorer quality than all others.

KELLOGG (V. O
My first neeting with Custer at Fort
Li ncol n was brief and unnenorable. |
got a brief nod as he rushed past ne.
It wasn't really until | found nyself
on the march the next day wth Ceneral
Terry that | really got to neet him
And the rest, as they say, is
hi story.. ..

TERRY
(annoyed - to Burknman)
Where is Custer now?? Can't the man
just do as he's told for once?? Gve
the order to halt the colum, [|'ve had
j ust about enough of this nonsense.

BURKNMAN
Yes sir.

Bur kman drops back to give other nearby officers the order.

An unconfortabl e nonment passes where the di sapproving Genera
is effectively alone with Kell ogg.

TERRY
M Kellogg sir - mght | trouble you
for a word?

KELLOGG
VWho, me sir?



TERRY
Yes, you sir! Should you feel fit to
record these events for posterity, |
hope you will note this exanpl e of
your patrons sel f-indul gent behavi our?

KELLOGG
Well to be honest, I'mnot sure if
this makes an exciting read...?

TERRY
Warfare is seldomexciting sir, it is
nerely a concoction of human tragedies
t hat nust be endured until over.

KELLOGG
Can | quote you on that GCeneral ?

TERRY
No, you may not! Custer is your
patron, not |. Personally | don't
t hi nk you shoul d even be here..

KELLOGG
| thank you again for this
opportunity, Ceneral.

The columm halts - as do Kellogg and CGeneral Terry.
TERRY

Per haps Custer mght listen to you if
he won't take notice of his commander ?

KELLOGG
Real |y General, | doubt if...
(cuts off - interrupted)
TERRY

You are here at his request, he is
responsi bl e for you. You can take a
turn in remnding himof his duties!
Ri de up ahead and fetch him back
Remind himthis is a mlitary
canpai gn, not sone pleasure jaunt for
Custer and his countless rel atives!

KELLOGG
Yes Ceneral Terry, sir.

Kel | ogg begins to continue along the track al one.



TERRY
(cal l'ing)
Oh Kellogg - you are arned | take it?

KELLOGG
(cal l'i ng back)
| have ny Derringer

TERRY
(quietly to self)
Effectively 'no' then?

TERRY
(calling to Kellogg)
Any problens, shoot up in the air - ny
men will cone i mediately.

Kel | ogg manages to get his horse to accelerate to a lethargic
gal l op. Terry wat ches uni npressed and si ghs.

FADE OQUT
EXT. FURTHER ROLLI NG PLAINS - M DDAY

Less vegetation, nore isolated. GEORCGE ARMSTRONG CUSTER i s
nount ed and | ooking for his brothers who have gal | oped ahead.

Custer has long blond hair and goatee beard, an enbellished
uni form and, wears his hat on one side.

Suddenly a RATTLE SNAKE appears from beneath a rock which
causes Custers HORSE TO REAR-UP IN FRI GHT. Custer is THROMN
of f his horse, which BOLTS. He | ays dazed as the snake
RATTLES I TS TAIL and bears its fangs.

Kel | ogg hastily approaches on his lethargic horse, he and his
nmount are both dustier fromthe ride.

KELLOGG
(calling as approachi ng)
Sir! Sir - are you all right?

Kel  ogg junps off his mount and clunsily shoots at the snake
with his tiny Derringer pistol. Custer is slightly anused
that Kellogg's first shot Rl COCHETS by his head!

The second shot KILLS THE SNAKE i nstantly. Custer |ays
| ooki ng at the dead snake and then turns to Kell ogg.

CUSTER
Your timng is inpeccabl e!



| amin your debt sir.
Kel l ogg hel ps Custer up to his feet.

KELLOGG
Just glad | was nearby sir.

Custer dusts hinself down, a little enbarrassed.

CUSTER
| see sir fromyour attire that you
are a civilian? One of the packers??

KELLOGG
|"mthe reporter you invited fromthe
Tribune - we net the other day?

CUSTER
Ah yes, 'M Kelly' isn't it ?

KELLOGG
Kel l ogg actually. Mark Kellogg - sir.

CUSTER
(shaki ng hands)
CGeorge Arnmstrong Custer, at your
servi ce.

FADE TO
EXT. ARW CAMP AND STEAMER - LATE PM

A sprawling arny canpsite in the plains consisting of tents.
In the distance is the paddl e-steaner 'The Far West' is
moored, w th gangway down. A few soldiers patrol the
perinmeter but nost |ounge around by their tents.

KELLOGG (V. O
On his return - apparently to
enbarrass Custer - Ceneral Terry
ordered himto remain at his side
until we found the Steaner 'Far West'
and made canp. Major Reno was sel ected
to go on a scouting mssion to
i nvestigate a possible sighting of the
eneny. W would wait in the neantine.

FADE TO



10.

| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMP - LATE PM

A larger better furnished tent, with a bed, table and chairs,
a cooking area with portable stove and a tin bath. Custers
dog ' Tuck' (a HUNTI NG HOUND) | ays sl eeping. Custer and TOM
CUSTER are seated with whisky and cards. As at |eisure they
have unfastened jackets and | oosened shirts.

TOMis Custers brother, simlar facially, but darker-haired.
He is a First Lieutenant and dressed accordingly.

Kel l ogg enters via the flap. The dog springs up and BARKS.
Al'l are nonentarily surprised.

TOM
Down Tuck!! Down!

The dog obeys and sits quietly but stares at Kell ogg.
CUSTER

M Kell ogg cone on in! Forgive nme - |
had quite lost track of the tinme?

TOM
Ah the roving reporter from The Herald
you nentioned? Well 'Autie', "1l

| eave you to it and bid you both a
good eveni ng?

CUSTER
OK Tom see you tonorrow... Early, if
not bright?!

TOM
Vll | make no prom ses, on either

count. Good Evening M Kell ogg!

KELLOGG
Good eveni ng.

Tom exi st s.
CUSTER
Pl ease M Kell ogg, take a seat. Can |
offer you a drink ?

KELLOGG
No... No thank you.

Kel  ogg funbles with his notebook and pen.



Kel | ogg |

Custer si

11.

CUSTER
| hope you'll excuse nme drinking? It
helps me to relax ne in the evenings.

KELLOGG
Not at all.

CUSTER
M Kellogg | would like to offer you
the opportunity for a few interviews,
t hroughout this entire canpai gn. You
may acconpany ne where-ever | go and
we can chat whenever there's a quiet
nonent, such as this?

ooks surprised but pleased and NODS.

CUSTER
You probably saved ny life back there,
and your silence about the snake
incident is much appreciated.

KELLOGG
VWell, discretion comes with the job
M ght | be direct with ny questions?

CUSTER
O course, be as frank as you wi sh,
and I'll be as honest as | can be.

ps hi s whisky.

KELLOGG
Thank you sir! In which case - ny
first question relates to that fateful
incident with the rattler earlier.

CUSTER
Oh? Go on?

KELLOGG
You and your brothers were charging
about earlier, well away fromthe main
body of troops. You put yourself into
a dangerous situation needl essly and
very nearly paid a heavy price.

CUSTER
That's one way to put things? |
suppose it woul d have been an ignoble
end for 'The Great Custer'. Wrse



still - I could have suffered the
greater indignity of having poison
sucked out of ny arse by Mjor Reno!

Custer shudders theatrically. Kellogg seens surprised at
Custer and his unusual sense of hunour.

CUSTER
Fortunately though you appeared in the
nick of time, so the fanous 'Custer
| uck' triunphs once again!

KELLOGG
But had you and your brothers not been
| ar ki ng about, the whole thing would
never have happened? Ceneral Terry had
recal l ed you back at least two tines
before, but still you persisted.

Custer suddenly seens annoyed and seri ous.

CUSTER
"Larking about' as you put it, was not
sone nere foolishness on ny part, as
you seemto inmply sir?

KELLOGG
(st ammeri ng)
- | nmeant no offence?

CUSTER
Let nme answer your question with a
guestion of ny own? How m ght it
effect the nen to see their |eader
acting in a manner |ike Major Reno?

KELLOGG
That little man with a ruddy face?

CUSTER
That's the one. Did you notice
anyt hi ng odd about hinf

KELLOGG
He was ridi ng beside nme nuch of the
march. .. Hi s hands were shaki ng and he

kept taking swigs from his canteen.

CUSTER
You are an observant man M Kel | ogg.
And it's not water that the good Mjor



13.

keeps in his flask. Although it pains
me to speak ill of a brother officer

| wonder - do his hands shake from
drink or perhaps from fear?

KELLOGG
Excuse ny frankness, but | was asking
about your conduct sir? Not his.

CUSTER
| ndeed you were.
(takes anot her gul p)
Then conpare his exanple to mne? If
marching into battle in unfamliar
terrain, would you rather see your
conmander rel axed or afraid?

KELLOGG
You were hoping to put the nen at ease
by your actions? Was that it?

CUSTER
In every battle "norale' is key to
victory. A nervous commander makes the
men nervous. One who is confident
fosters confidence in others.

Custer finishes his glass and pours anot her.

KELLOGG
So you and this 'Major Reno' - |
under stand you have sone history?

CUSTER
Yes, | have known Reno for many
years... Since the Gvil War.

FADE TO
BEG N ' RENO FLASHBACK SEQUENCE

Colour is nore sepia, sound should be muted to allow the
Voi ce Over to be heard clearly.

EXT. A VILLAGE IN VIRG NIA - M DDAY

The outskirts of the rural village with a few shops and
houses. Any wandering LOCALS are fenale (the nen gone).

CUSTER (V. O
Have you ever heard of 'The G ey



14.

Ghost ' ?

KELLOGG (V. O
The Grey Chost?

PAN TO SHOP FRONT

COLONEL MOSBY is approaching the shop, gazing furtively
around. Msby, 50, has a partly hidden Confederates uniform
under his coat, he has a beard and a | arge hat.

CUSTER (V. O
*John Singleton Mshy', was a
Conf eder at e Col onel, known for
guerrilla warfare tactics. He couldn't
accept the war was over so he and his
men kept fighting. A five thousand
dol | ar bounty was put on his head. He
was the | ast Confederate Oficer to
surrender. ..

MAJOR MARCUS RENO in the 'present' is 40, stout and ruddy-
faced fromyears of heavy drinking. Here though he is several
years younger - slim sober and a Lieutenant Col onel.

Reno is exiting the shop carrying sonme groceries. He nearby
BUWPS i nto Mosby who was entering at the sanme tinme. The two
men stop and stare at each other for a nmonment, then Reno
drops his goods and funbles for his revolver. Using the door
Mosby SHOVES Reno over and runs away down the street.

CUSTER (V. O
| can't renenber the nanme of the town,
but Reno literally bunped i nto Msby
somewhere and set off after him
Luckily - or unluckily - he and his
men had been assigned the task of
noppi ng-up any |ingering resistance.

Reno scranbles to his feet and pursues.

KELLOGG (V. O
Real | y?! He bunped into hin®

CUSTER (V. O
Strange things happen in tines of war
M Kel |l ogg. Al though caught off-guard,
Reno readi ed his nmen and pursued 'the
Grey Fox' out of town...

FADE TO



15.

EXT. WOODED GORGE - DAY

A woody area overl ooked by rocky cliffs with a streamand a
rough trail in the mddle. Younger Reno and about 20 X
mount ed Northern CAVALRY are proceeding along the trail.

CUSTER (V. O
Reno gave chase into a gorge a few
mles away fromthe town. Wiether it
was the lure of the reward noney or
just his natural tenacity at the tine,
Reno had charged straight into a trap

Establi sh Reno and his nmen com ng under fire from severa
CONFEDERATE SOLDI ERS in ragged unifornms, who had been hiding
behind trees on both sides. Reno and his men quickly di snount
and, using their horses as shields, they return fire.

CUSTER (V. O
| hear it was |like a shooting gallery,
wi th poor Reno stuck in the m ddle.

Reno's nen and horses are GUNNED- DOVWN all around him

CUSTER (V. O
Al t hough he survived he was wounded
and lost nearly all his nmen that day.

Reno SCREAMS and panics as his nmen continue to fall. Soon
only Reno is left, then he too is WOUNDED and col | apses.

CUSTER (V. O
After that unfortunate epi sode Reno
becanme known for heavy drinking.
Personally |I'd have resigned fromthe
arny, but for reasons of his own Reno
chose to remain in the service...

FADE TO
END FLASHBACK
| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMPSI TE - EARLY EVEN NG

Custer's Tent is as before, with Custer and Kellogg still
seated together. Custer is pouring hinself another drink.

KELLOGG
Poor old Reno? You know this how??



16.

CUSTER
| make it nmy business to learn the
history of all the nmen serving under
nme. It hel ps make better decisions.

KELLOGG
Sounds wi se? And yes - | think | wll
join you for a drink now?

Custer pours Kellogg a glass, then sips his own.

CUSTER
As to why General Terry sees fit to
send Reno scouting for the eneny and
not myself, | cannot fathom

KELLOGG
Per haps this was puni shnment for your
earlier behaviour?

CUSTER
By god you are very direct sir?!
But... | think I"'mgoing to |ike you,
M  Kel | ogg.

Kel  ogg drains his glass and Custer seens inpressed.

CUSTER

| see you're not taking many notes?
KELLOGG

| try to keep a lot of the stuff up

here. ..

(points with pen to head)
| note down a few key points to help
me to renmenber things later-on. If
try to scribble everything it gets in
the way of a good conversation.

CUSTER
That | can understand. More?
Custer noves to refill Kellogg' s gl ass.
KELLOGG

Thank you but no. Arule | have is
never drink too nmuch while working.

CUSTER
Very comendabl e... Technically I
prom sed Libby - that's my wife by the



way - that I'd try to cut down... And
on that note, | also have anot her
ground rule, if I may?

KELLOGG
Oh?

CUSTER
| would deemit a favour if you allow
me approval of the contents before
doi ng anyt hi ng?

KELLOGG
| thought that was the arrangenent
al ready? For the reports to ny paper?

CUSTER
No - | nmean about these personal
interviews. Because |'m now speaking
plainly, fromone nan to anot her.

KELLOGG
Ah, | think see your neaning?

CUSTER
For exanple - ny remarks about Mj or
Reno are better kept between the two
of us, rather than be published.

KELLOGG
Yes, quite understood.

CUSTER
Publ i sh and be dammed, and all that.

KELLOGG
A quote fromWellington... Are you
interested in other mlitary | eaders?

CUSTER
|'ve never pretended to be a schol ar
but I do have an interest in history.

KELLOGG
| think it's safe to say that you w ||
be renenbered | ong after people like
me have been forgotten. How woul d you

want to be renenbered in history?

Custer thinks for a nmonment and sips his drink.

17.
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CUSTER
First and forenost as a good Caval ry
man. And soneone perhaps who could
inspire his nen to fight bravely.

KELLOGG
| heard you are keen on the play
"Julius Caesar'? Do you see yourself
as anot her Caesar - a nodern version?

CUSTER

Me? A new Caesar ??

(1 aughi ng)
No! No - not really... But | can
relate to himin sonme ways... |
sonmetimes think the Indians are |ike
the Gallic tribes and we |ike the
Romans - hungry for their resources.

Kel | ogg nods and scri bbl es.

CUSTER
It saddens ne a great general |ike
Caesar is remenbered nore for his
dramati c death than his many
achi evenents. That he was nurdered by
his own people... "Et tu Brute!

KELLOGG
Yes, indeed?

CUSTER
| wouldn't want to be renenbered for
losing a battle, |ike Napoleon. O be
t hought of as a butcher of hel pl ess
natives. Indians are no weaklings,
they are brave and cunning, trained as
warriors frombirth. They can put up
one hell of a fight when roused..

KELLOGG
Sounds |ike you admre thenf
CUSTER
In many ways | do... They can live in

the wilderness with nothing, no
technol ogy or anything to aid them -
pl aces where we civilised nmen would
stand no chance.

(pauses to drink)
It may surprise you to know that one



19.

of ny friends is a native Indian..
"Bl oody Knife', ny favourite scout.

KELLOGG
You're not just here for another
‘glorious victory' for GCvilisation -
crushing the barbarians? Anot her
| aurel wreath for the great Custer?

CUSTER
(armused)
No, not at all! The objective here is

to intercept the hostile tribes before
their uprising grows any further. Then
to get them back to the reservations -
not just wipe themall out.

KELLOGG
| f you say so? But Ceneral Terry seens
to have a | ot of cannons and heavy
weapons around the canmp?

CUSTER
| am here because of ny know edge of
t he I ndians and my previous
experience. Al though there are sone
who do not want a peaceful resol ution.

KELLOGG
So what is the outcone YOU want ?

CUSTER
The Generals and | want a short
deci si ve canpaign, that nips this
uprising in the bud. ldeally get this
all done and dusted before the
Cent enni al Exhi bition begins. Long-
termconflict will only lead to
growi ng ani nosity and unnecessary
| osses... On both sides.

KELLOGG
This surprises ne Custer? You are
known as soneone good at fighting
I ndi ans, even | find the idea of peace
with them "unconfortable' ... Frankly
|"'mused to hating them

CUSTER
Men hate what they don't understand..
| "' mnot here because | hate | ndi ans.



(pauses to drink)
Al t hough eclipsed by our own culture
and technol ogy, much |i ke the Gauls
fighting the Romans, these |ndians
have denonstrated tinme and tinme again
they can still out-fox and even out-
fight us. They can live off the |and,
are expert trackers - with abilities
t hat seem al nost i nhuman to us.

KELLOGG
Crafty and good fighters perhaps, but
certainly also warlike and aggressive?

CUSTER
At times, when roused... But as
Shakespeare would say, 'If you prick

us, do we not bl eed' ?!

KELLOGG
| ndeed, he probably woul d?

Custer drains his glass and seens tipsy.

BURKMAN ( O. S)
(calling from outside)
Excuse me Colonel? It's ne sir -
Bur kman?

CUSTER
Ah John? Come on in?

Bur kman enters the tent, dressed as before.

BURKMVAN
Excuse ne Col onel, but GCeneral Terry
has requested your presence. He
apol ogi ses for the | ate hour.

CUSTER

Gk - thank you. Let himknow that |
will be along directly.

(to Kell ogg)
OCh and allow nme to introduce John
Bur kman, ny orderly?

(To Bur kman)
John this is Mark Kel l ogg, who has
kindly offered to conduct a series of
interviews and wite an account of
this entire canpaign
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BURKMAN
Pl eased to neet your, sir.

FADE TO
EXT. QUTSKIRTS OF THE | NDI AN VI LLAGE - MORNI NG

The sprawling Indian village is huge - a nobile village of
assorted tents and tepees, with around 3000 i nhabitants. A
wi nding streamis to the East and a marshy area to the north.

MONAH- SEETAH and KATE BI G HEAD are washi ng cl ot hi ng and
bl ankets in the river. There are several |ND AN CH LDREN
pl ayi ng and spl ashing about in the river nearby.

Monah- Seet ah, 25, is a chieftains daughter, so has better
quality clothes and jewellery.

Kate, late teens, is cousin to Mnah-Seetah. Despite her nane
she is well proportioned but plainer than her cousin.

YELLOWBIRD is playing with the other |ndian Children nearby.
Yellow Bird is hal f-Indian, about six or seven years ol d.

KATE
[I still think you should ask
perm ssion to remarry? ]

MONAH- SEETAH
[l hear your words Kate... But | still
t hi nk one day he will return, | have
not yet given on him].

KATE
[ But much tine has passed al ready. No
one can say you haven't waited... He
may well be dead after so | ong?]

MONAH- SEETAH
[l do not believe that cousin - he is
not a man who dies so easily].

MAHW SSA approaches the two | adies fromthe direction of the
village. She is an Indian | ady about 40 years old and the
Aunt of both. Monah-Seetah and Kate turn to greet her.

KATE
[ G eetings Mahw ssal! ]

MAHW SSA
[ Here you both are? The head nen have
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been summoned to a neeting, | think
there is soon to be an announcenent. |
suggest you cone and |isten?]

MONAH- SEETAH
[We are about finished here].
(calling)
[ Yel low Bird! Yellow Bird!]

Yel l ow Bird stops playing and obediently runs to his nother,
pausing to wave at his rel ative Mahw ssa.

YELLOW BI RD
[ Comi ng, nother!]

MAHW SSA
(to Yellow Bird)
[ Hel | o young one!]

Monah- Seet ah and Kate finish washing their clothes and
qui ckly gather these up to bring with them

YELLOW BI RD
(to Mahwi ssa, a daily question)
[ Hel | o Mahwi ssa. Have you seen ny
Fat her today?]

MAHW SSA
[ No, not today Yellow Bird... But
maybe we wi Il see himtonorrow?]

Yel l ow Bird seens unsurprised and apparently asks just for
the sake of it. The three | adies take the |aundry, Mahw ssa
t akes Yel | owbi rds hand and they head towards the vill age.

FADE TO
I NT. ARMY TENT - M D MORNI NG

A typical Arny tent at the mlitary canpsite. SERGEANT JOHN
RYAN is seated on a canp bed, polishing his boots. As Kell ogg
approaches he | ooks up and smles. Ryan, md 30's, has

pi erci ng eyes, a noustache and dark hair.

KELLOGG (V. O
The next couple of days at canp were
‘quiet' so with The Ceneral s and
Custers permssion | wasted no tinme in
interviewmng a few of the nen.

Sergeant Ryan | ooks up as Kell ogg steps closer.
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SUPER | MPOSE : Tent of Sergeant John Ryan

KELLOGG
| am Mark Kellogg. As you may know |'m
a reporter, doing a piece on Custer. |
have a quick question or two if | nay?

RYAN
k... Shoot?

KELLOGG
| f you coul d describe Custer in one
sentence, what would it be?

RYAN
In just one sentence? HMmM .

Ryan scratches his head thoughtfully for a nonent.

RYAN
|"d say above all he is '"hard but
fair'. Now |'ve heard it said
ot herwi se but in ny own experience |
know i f sonmeone works hard Custer wll
recogni se and reward them He nmakes
sure everyone is treated 'just' - but
cross or disobey himat your peril!

Kel | ogg nods and scribbles a note in his book.

FADE TO

I NT. SHARED TENT, ARMY CAMP - M D MORNI NG

A bigger shared tent with two canp-beds, a table and a few
books and newspapers scattered about. LIEUTENANT W NFI ELD
SCOIT EDGERLY is in the process of tidying the tent. Edgerly,
30, has dark hair and a neatly trimred noustache.

SUPER | MPCSE : Lieutenant Wnfield Edgerly.

EDGERLY
That's easy - an '"aninmal |over'. He
has | ots of dogs that his aide Burkman
hel ps keep an eye on, Custer just
| oves ani nal s.

KELLOGG
(surprised)
Real | y??



EDGERLY
Oh yes. He has cats, dogs, birds, a
lizard... And once a pet nouse called

"Oscar'. Little bugger would run up
one sl eeve and down Custer's other
while you're there trying to give a
report! He loved that little nouse...

| NT. ANOTHER ARMY TENT, ARWMY CAMP - M D MORNI NG
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FADE TO

This tent is simlar to Ryans. LIEUTENANT ' BENNY' HODGSON has
removed his jacket and boots and is reclining on his canp bed
with a newspaper. Hodgson is in his 20's, is slight of build

and has a | arge droopy wal rus noust ache.
Kel | ogg stands nearby w th not ebook.

SUPER | MPOSE: Li eut enant Ben Hodgson.

HODGSON
A 'skirt chaser'! He's Wnman- nad!!
KELLOGG
Real | y?!
HODGSON
Yep, he just can't get enough! Hell, |
could tell you sone stories... He and

his brother were both seen heading to
"The C ap' Doctor |ast year!

Kel | ogg seens surprised but scribbles a note.

I NT. MESS HALL, ARMY CAMP - LATE MORNI NG

FADE TO

A long tent with benches and tables. A couple of SOLD ERS are
in the background, eating. In the foreground eating alone is

COUNT CHARLES DE RUDIO De Rudio is a 2nd Li eutenant,

Italian, 45, with greying hair. He speaks with a strong
Italian accent. Kellogg steps closer, notebook in hand.

SUPER | MPOSE: 2nd Li eutenant Count Charl es De Rudio

KELLOGG
| f you could describe himin one
sentence, how would it be?
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DE RUDI O
Let me think... Custer is a man of
many qualities... Brave! Yes, above

all he is brave. He woul d never back
down froma fight - not ever.

FADE TO
I NT. ARMY TENT, ARMY CAMP - LATE MORNI NG

The Arny tent | ooks |ike many others. First Lieutenant DONALD
MCINTOSH i s cleaning a partly disassenbled rifle. MIntosh,
30, is Canadi an and has m xed | ndi an ancestry.

Kel | ogg stands nearby with his notebook, scribbling.
SUPER | MPCSE : 1st Li eutenant Donal d M| ntosh.

MCI NTOSH
A ganbl er! He enjoys taking risks and
can play one 'nean-hand' at poker -
cl eaned nme out many tinmes... Custer
has the luck of the devil hinself!

FADE TO
| NT. | NDI AN TENT, ARMY CAMP - LATE MORNI NG
This is a non-arny tent within the canp and hone of one of
the scouts, nore 'Indian' in contents. M TCH BOYER i s
shar peni ng a wooden spear and Kellogg is nearby. Mtch, 30,
is half-1Indian, flanmboyantly dressed wi th cow hi de wai stcoat.
SUPER | MPOSE: Seni or scout Mtch Boyer.
M TCH
...As a hunter. Custer |oves to hunt
and expl ore and search new | ands.
FADE TO
| NT. MESS HALL, ARMY CAMP - LATE MORNI NG

The Mess Hall is as before. De Rudio and Kellogg are as
before, Kellogg is trying to tactfully back away.

SUPER | MPCSE: 2nd Li eut enant Count Charles De Rudi o (again)
DE RUDI O

...And Custer and Benteen still don't
get on, so nany years |ater



KELLOGG
Thank you, but | really have to..

DE RUDI O

Ch there is nore! Al are related
here, many even to Custer! Lieutenant
Cal houn is in-law to Custer, his
nephew and brothers are here. Its very
i ncestuous, nothing like Italy. Dd
you know al so that. ..

(cuts off)

| NT. SHARED TENT, ARMY CAMP - LATE MORNI NG
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FADE TO

A larger tent with two beds. LI EUTENANT WLLI AM COCKE i s
sitting on his bed, polishing the brass buttons as he tal ks.
Cooke is about 24, tall and dark, with long 'drundrearies
(long fl owi ng whi skers). Kellogg stands nearby, making notes.

SUPER | MPCSE: Li eutenant W1l iam Cooke.

COCKE
He is a born | eader, able to inspire
the best in the men. Custer is a great
man, it is an honour to serve by his
si de.

| NT. PRI VATES TENT, ARMY CAMP - EARLY PM

FADE TO

The Privates Tent is smaller. | SAlAH DORMAN i s packing a
backpack as he talks to Kellogg. Dorman, 30, is BLACK with a

slight Jamai can accent. (The only col oured sol dier
SUPER | MPCSE: Private |sai ah Dor man.

DORMAN
| can better tell you what he isn't,
if that's any hel p?

KELLOGG
XK t hen?

DORVAN
Custer is not a bigot. He once said
there is sonmething you can learn from
everyone, no matter their background,
colour or creed. | never forgot that
remark - it is unusual to hear such

here).
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words comng froma white man.
FADE TO
| NT. SHARED TENT, ARMY CAMP - EARLY PM

A shared tent with two beds. 2nd LI EUTENANT GEORGE WALLACE i s
bei ng questioned by Kellogg. Wallace, early 20s, has bushy
si deburns and a noustache and a southern accent.

SUPER | MPCSE @ 2nd Li eutenant CGeorge Wl l ace.

WALLACE
No - above all he is a nusic |over!
Custer really |l oves nusic and song.

Kel | ogg raises his eyebrows in surprise.

WALLACE
He even has his own travelling band
that normally acconmpany us out on
canpai gns. Don't think they' re all owed
wth us on this one though..

Kel | oggs scri bbles a note.

FADE TO
I NT. MESS HALL, ARMY CAMP - M DDAY

De Rudio is still talking and follow ng Kellogg who is
retreating to the entrance, keen to | eave.

SUPER: 2nd Lieutenant Count Charles De Rudio (yet again)

DE RUDI O
Wait, there is nore | can tell you

KELLOGG
Thank you again - but | think I have
enough now?

DE RUDI O
Li eutenant Mcintosh is a direct
descendent of fanobus Chief 'Red
Jacket'? So he is hated by many tri bes
who see himas traitor! And | nyself
have a long interesting history too..

Kel | ogg | ooks pai ned and steps further away.
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FADE TO
EXT. CLEARING I N I NDI AN VI LLAGE - M D MORNI NG

A clearing in the mddle of the huge village with a

snoul dering bonfire. Gathered are nunerous | ND ANS, mainly
Cheyenne and Lakota Sioux, including: Little-Big-Mn, Wite
Bul |, Wboden Leg, Monah-seetah, Mahw ssa, Kate Bi ghead, BLACK
ELK, MOVI NG ROBE WOMAN and CHI EF KNI FE and Crazy Hor se.

Black Elk is in his |late teens, he doesn't wear nuch clothing
and instead is adorned by nunerous neckl aces and bracel ets.

Chief Knife is in his early 30's and | ooks sonbre and
serious. He wears a captured blue soldiers jacket.

Movi ng Robe Wonman, 23, is a Sioux warrior. She wears a
Mexi can-1i ke shawl and a captured 'prospectors' hat.

Whoden Leg and Littl e-Bi g- Man have since washed and cl eaned
of f their war-paint.

O her Indians present are all ages, woman, nen and teens. Al
unique in |ooks - influenced by rank and tribe. (eg, Cheyenne
"Dog warriors' are flanmboyant, Cheyenne 'Elk warriors' are
warri or - shamans, Cheyenne 'Fox Warriors' are aristocratic
dandi es. The Sioux are guerrilla fighters and dress

t hensel ves from what ever they take in battle).

Crazy Horse is dressed in skins and has renoved his paint.
Addr essing gathered the cromd is Wiite Bull.

VWH TE BULL
(to all)
[...That was the prophecy and those
are the wishes of Sitting Bull.]

MAHW SSA
[But where is Sitting Bull now? Wiy do
we not hear these words from hinf]

LI TTLE- Bl G MAN
[He is still weak from his vision and
is resting in his tepee.]

CH EF KNI FE
[ Yes, he is old and needs his rest.]

WOODEN LEG
[H s many wi ves nust demand his
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attention? No wonder he is so tired!]
There is a CHUCKLE anong the crowd.

BLACK ELK
(to Crazy Horse)
[But what is the great victory that
you speak of ? What nore i s known?]

LI TTLE- Bl G MAN
[ Perhaps this was our recent victory
over the Blue Coats to the south?]

CRAZY HORSE
[ Those Blue Coats ran fromus |ike
frightened rabbits! Those who did not
run were showed the nercy they
deserved - we took many new scal ps!]

VWH TE BULL
(to all)
[ My brother says there is a greater
victory yet to cone! The bi ggest our
peopl es have and will ever know. ]

The crowd nurmur their approval at these words.

WOCDEN LEG
(to all)
[ The Blue Coats will be afraid now -
they will not soon return.]

LI TTLE- Bl G MAN
[ Shoul d we seek out our enem es and
attack before they have recovered?]

MONAH- SEETAH
(to all)
[No - we nust fight in defence, as we
al ways do! Do not provoke them]

Touch- The- O ouds approaches carrying a CRATE on his shoul der,
seen in the trenches before. He too has cl eaned hinself. He
drops the crate in the clearing and begins to prise the |id.

CRAZY HORSE
[ Touch- The-d ouds - show themthe
pl under taken fromthe Bl ue Coats!]

Touch-The-C ouds tears open the crate and tips it over,
RI FLES spill out. The crowd seem i npressed.
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CRAZY HORSE
[ W now have the neans to drive the
white nman away from our sacred | ands!]

WOCDEN LEG
[We can kill them away using their own
weapons and bul [ ets!]

BLACK ELK
[ That is good! Yes - very good!!]

MAHW SSA
[ They have many nore than our nunber,
even with guns we nust be cautious!]

VWH TE BULL
[ My brother would not want us to
attack while he is recovering. He
woul d want to study our enem es and
devise a plan, not attack on a whim]

CRAZY HORSE
[ A whin?! W have nmany weapons and the
great est gathering of our peoples ever
known! More Cheyenne and Sioux flock
to us daily, swelling our ranks!]

BLACK ELK
[ W should fight! Hunt our enem es!]

MOVI NG ROBE WOVAN
[Yes - let the Wiite Man fear us!!]

WOCDEN LEG
[Death to the Wiite Man!]

There is a general nurmur of approval anong those present.
Crazy Horse seens very pleased. Mnah-seetah, Kate and
Mahwi ssa however do not agree, they exchange worried gl ances.

FADE TO
EXT. ARW CAMPSI TE - PM

The canp is as before. Kellogg hurries away fromthe Mess
Tent and al nost bunps into FI RST LI EUTENANT EDWARD GODFREY.
CGodfrey, 30, he is large and physically inposing. He has a
| ar ge noustache and an air of authority.

GODFREY
You're that reporter aren't you? | am
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Li eutenant Godfrey. Cone with ne!

Godfrey firmy escorts Kellogg towards a nmedi umsi zed tent
near by. Kell ogg | ooks apprehensive as being pulled al ong.

FADE TO
| NT. BENTEENS TENT, ARWMY CAMP - LATE PM

Benteens tent is simlar to Custers and has a witing desk.
CAPTAI N FREDERI CK BENTEEN i s seated and reading a letter.

Benteen, 37, has dark curly hair, a noustache and very
pi ercing blue eyes. He talks with a Southern accent.

Godfrey enters the tent, SHOVI NG Kel | ogg ahead of him

SUPER | MPCSE : First Lieutenant Edward Godfrey and Captain
Frederick Benteen.

Benteen | ooks up fromhis letter and seens anused.

BENTEEN
Well if it isn't Custer's new best
friend?! Conme in M Kellogg, cone
in... Any friend of the great Custer
is surely a friend of mne.

Kel | ogg straightens his clothing and | ooks annoyed.

GODFREY
"1l |eave you gentlenen to get
acquai nt ed?

CGodfrey nods to Benteen and exits.
KELLOGG

| have dispatches for ny paper to
conpl ete before this day is out?

BENTEEN
This will only take a nmonent and wil |
be tinme very well spent, | assure you.
KELLOGG

Your ai de Godfrey says you have
sonething inportant to tell ne?

BENTEEN
| ndeed, but first, aml right in ny
understanding - that Custer has
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invited you to stay and has granted
you a series of interviews?

KELLOGG
You seem surprisingly well infornmed?

BENTEEN
To coin a phrase fromthe scouts, |
like to keep nmy ear to the ground.

KELLOGG
Custer has been very generous in
al l om ng me access, yes.

BENTEEN
That sounds |ike any good reporters
‘wet-dreaml - |'m sure?

KELLOGG
|"msorry, what did you say your nane
was agai n?

BENTEEN
Ah, where are ny manners?! |'ve been
living anong these dammed Yankees for
far too |long...
(stands and extends hand)
Capt ai n Frederick Benteen, at your
service sir.

KELLOGG
Bent een?

BENTEEN
(shaki ng hands)
Ch Custer nentioned ne, did he? Wll,
| amflattered... Please take a seat?

Benteen gestures to the chair and Kellogg sits reluctantly.

KELLOGG

What is it | can do for you, Captain?
BENTEEN

As a journalist, | hope that you

intend to wite a fair and..
‘conpl etely accurate' account of your
experi ences here?

KELLOGG
O course, that is ny sole intention.
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BENTEEN
| take it you know sonet hi ng of
Custer's history and past?

KELLOGG
VWhat American hasn't heard of the
f anmbus CGeneral Custer?

Benteen smles coldly.

BENTEEN
| ndeed... Although he is only a
Col onel now. Well there are two
i nportant things you should ask him
of , should the opportunity ari se.

KELLOGG
Two things? What things?

BENTEEN
Two nanes, to be precise... Nanes you
shoul d enquire of himand watch
cl osely and see how he squirns.

KELLOGG
VWhat nanes are these?

BENTEEN
The first nane is '"Major Elliott'.

KELLOGG
I"'mtrying to record what is happening
here and now, not drag up ghosts from
Custer's past.

BENTEEN
The past is very relevant to our
present situation | assure you... And

qui te possibly key to our future al so.

KELLOGG
Kk, so "Major Elliott' then? I'll see
if | can slip this into the
conversation - but | make no prom ses.

BENTEEN
O course, and nost appreciated. The
second nanme is a little harder to
pronounce, as it is Sioux.
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KELLOGG
An | ndi an?

BENTEEN
Mona- Seetah. That is ' Md-nah See-tah'
Watch his reaction closely.

KELLOGG
Very wel | .

BENTEEN
Another thing 1'd like you to null
over is a word of advice - be careful
what you choose to believe. As a
civilian you' re uniquely placed to
investigate - so | suggest you nake
the nost of the opportunity.

KELLOGG
You' re suggesting | snoop around?

BENTEEN
"' m asking you to do your job and keep
your eyes and m nd open. You may | earn
much nore than you bargain for

CAPTAI N MYLES MOYLAN enters the tent. Mylan is of Irish
heritage, about 30 with a goatee beard.

MOYLAN
Sorry Benteen, didn't realise you had
conpany?

BENTEEN
Its fine Moylan, conme on in... W're

all friends here. And | believe M
Kel | ogg was | eavi ng soon anyway?

KELLOGG
Yes, yes indeed | was.

Kellogg rises gratefully fromthe chair.

KELLOGG
Good day gentl enen

FADE TO
EXT. BENTEENS TENT, ARWY CAMP - LATE PM

The tent of Benteen matches the interior. Kellogg exits but
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i nstead of wal ki ng away he hovers nearby to |isten.

MOYLAN (O. S)
(frominside tent)
Custer just paid a visit to one of the
scouts - that 'Charlie Reynolds' guy
he is so friendly wth.

BENTEEN ( Q. S)
(frominside tent)
Lonesone Charlie? And just before his
big neeting with the Indian scouts?

MOYLAN (O. S)
| hear Charlie has sone personal
worries... There was a hubbub about

himtrying to resign his conm ssion.

BENTEEN ( Q. S)
Maybe he and | need to have a little
chat? See if | can help put his
worried mnd to rest, find out what is
troubling the poor soul?

Li eutenant Codfrey cones into view from behind another tent,
headi ng towards Benteens tent. Kellogg quickly goes about his
busi ness. Godfrey wat ches Kel | ogg suspi ci ously.

FADE TO
| NT. LARGER ARMY TENT, ARMY CAMP - EARLY EVEN NG

Simlar to the Mess Hall. On one side sits Custer, BLOODY
KNI FE and HAI RY MOCCASI N.

HAI RY MOCCASIN is a Crow Scout, he has a Mexican-style shaw
over his buckskin. He speaks English, Crow and Si oux.

BLOODY KNI FE, early 30's, is dressed in tasselled buckskin.
He is acting as | NTERPRETER - using | NDI AN HAND- SI GNALS to
translate to all spoken to those present throughout.

Custer is well-groonmed for this neeting.

Cooke stands in the doorway and he has a revol ver tucked in
his belt. He is acting as guard and | ook-out.

Qpposite Custer is CROW KI NG

CRONKING is a War Chief of the Lakota, tall with |ong
platted hair and a bone-pi pe/ bead chest-piece and feathers in
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his hair. He speaks only the Sioux |anguage.

Next to Crow King are TWO CHEYENNE ' FOX WARRI CRS' - both in
beaded hide shirts and tribal clothing.

NOTE: As before the Sioux |anguage is indicated by these
[ brackets], the Crow | anguage is indicated by these
{brackets} - SUBTITLES shoul d be provided for both.

CUSTER
... Thank you Bl oody Knife.
(to Crow King)

You may have heard that Congress has

passed a law to stop the slaughter of
the buffal o, but Gant - Geat Father
of our nation - has refused to sign it
- so nothing wll change.

Bl oody Kni fe nakes hand gestures to Crow King, who nods.

CUSTER
Grant knows the buffalo to be a sacred
animal to all tribes and all rely on
t hese for food. When the buffalo is
gone, the red man will surely follow

CROW KI NG
[This is no surprise to ne. 'Gant' -
is no friend to ny people, he hates
all red nen! Even those he has taned.]

Crow King | ooks scathingly at Hairy Mccasin, as Bl oody Knife
makes his hand gestures to all.

HAI RY MOCCASI N
{You are wong, Crow King. G ant
respects the Crow tribe and treats us
fairly. W work with him agai nst our
peopl es nmutual enem es.}

BLOODY KNI FE
(to Custer)
Crow King says he is unsurprised about
Grant. Hairy Mccasin says the Crow
work with Grant to help fight...er...
mut ual enem es.

CUSTER
| know Grant well and have fought
al ongside him He is a nerciless man,
rut hl ess, w thout conpassion. He
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becane president only to line his own
pockets and those of his friends.

CROW KI NG
[This is the way with whites - their
| eaders want wealth, not to help their
peopl e as our | eaders do.]

BLOODY KNI FE
Crow Ki ng says such is the way with
all Wiites - you are ruled by greed.

CUSTER
After this conflict | will replace
Gant - like himl ama well known
hero to ny people. As next 'G eat
Father' | will be a friend to al
I ndi an nations and build a | and that
provides for all its peoples - not

just the whites or the wealthy.

HAI RY MOCCASI N
[We of The Crow care little for eneny
tribes, or their fate].

CROW KI NG
[Just as their enemes care little for
the treacherous Crow, who think only
of thensel ves!]

BLOODY KNI FE
They say they don't care about 'al
I ndi ans’ - many tribes are stil
bitter enem es.

CUSTER
Tell Crow King - | have not forgotten
ny prom se to his people, that I w sh
only for peace. Help ne settle this
conflict. There is no need for war, a
war in which his people will suffer.

Bl oody Kni fe nmakes hand gestures as he talks.

BLOODY KNI FE
(to Crow King)
[ The "Long Hair' w shes for peace -
all Sioux will suffer if there is to
be war. ]
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CROW KI NG
[ will pass on your words to Sitting
Bull - but is it not 'The Long Hair'’

who | eads the Bl ue Coat s?]

BLOODY KNI FE
Crow King asks wll it be you who
| eads the attack?

CUSTER
| will ensure ny nen and | are first
to arrive - but we want to tal k, not
fight. Ask himwhere his canp is?

BLOODY KNI FE
(to Crow King)
[ The Long Hair wll arrive first,

before the others. He does not want to
fight. WIIl you tell us where your
canmp is?]

CROW KI NG
[No | wll not tell you, nor do |
trust 'The Long Hair'. But | wll pass
on his words to Sitting Bull and, if

time, | may return with a reply.]
BLOODY KNI FE
He will not tell us. But he may return

if there is a reply and enough tine.

CUSTER
Thank himfor me - and rem nd hi mthat
| ama friend to his people, | have

not broken ny vow.
There is a slight RUSTLE SOUND from outside. Al pause and
the Fox Warriors reach for their weapons. Cooke raises his
hand in the air to calmthose present.

COCKE
Stand easy folks - I'lIl go and | ook.

Cooke exits the tent, reaching for his revolver.
SLOW FADE TO
EXT. LARGE TENT EXTERI OR, ARMY CAMP - EVEN NG

The large tent is in the civilian section of the canp. Cooke
energes fromthe tent and | ooks around, pistol drawn.
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The shadowy form of KELLOGG i s seen di sappearing away,
slipping between a few nearby tents.

FADE TO
EXT. CUSTER S TENT, ARWY CAMP - EVEN NG

As before, but dog absent. It is now darker and a few
soldiers carrying lanterns patrol the perineter of the canp.

Kel | ogg passes a few tents and heads towards Custer's tent.
There is a light shining frominside - Custer is in.

KELLOGG (V. O
It seened strange Custer is having
secret nmeetings with Indians, though
coul dn't understand nmuch of what was
said. Things here are not as |
expected, as Benteen hinted at.

Kel l ogg arrives at Custers Tent and enters.
FADE TO
| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMP - EVEN NG

There are signs of Custer having just eaten - he dines al one.
The dog ' Tuck' is absent. Custer is seated with Kell ogg.

KELLOGG (V. O
Having returned to Custer's Tent a
little later I found himin good
spirits, though apol ogetic for
Benteens earlier chat. It seenms both
Bent een and Custer each have spies of
their own.

CUSTER
By any chance you're not a ' Mornon'
are you M Kel |l ogg?

KELLOGG
A Mor non??

CUSTER
Don't get me wong, a nan's beliefs
are his own affair, for sone reason
Bent een has an 'issue' with Mrnons.

KELLOGG
|"mnot religious. But don't worry -
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Captain Benteen is nothing a roving
reporter |ike nyself cannot deal wth.

CUSTER
Ha! Well then, |lets comrence our
interview? | hope you don't mnd ne
having a drink or two to | oosen up?

Custer pours hinself a drink and gets another gl ass.

CUSTER
Care to join ne?

Kel | ogg nods and Custer pours hima drink.

CUSTER
Just to prove that I ama man of ny
word, |'meven happy to answer the

guestions Benteen suggested if you
wi sh? | guess you'd be curious??

KELLOGG
He said the first name to ask about is
"Major Elliott'.

CUSTER

(1 aughi ng)
Ha! Real | y?? That ol d chestnut?

Kel | ogg | ooks confused by Custers reaction.

CUSTER
Benteen is |i ke a broken phonograph -
unabl e to change his tune..

KELLOGG
Well | have to admt, |'ve never heard
of this "Major Elliot"'?
CUSTER
VWll - allow ne to give a quick
expl anation. ..
FADE TO
FLASHBACK BEG NS - The battle of Washita sequence.
EXT. SMALL | NDI AN CAMP - DAWN

The battle of Washita, 1868 - an Indian canp consisting of
around 20 tepees is under attack by Younger Custer and his
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SOLDI ERS. Sone soldiers are mounted, who circle the canp and
fire. Foot soldiers also fire as they advance, then draw
swords and engage i n hand-to-hand conbat. Younger Custer

| eads, with a younger Benteen and younger Sargent Ryan.

NATI VE | NDI AN MEN rush to fight the soldiers, armed with bows
or stone axes or spears. Sone start to 'dig in" making
shal | ow trenches for cover fromthe bullets.

PAN AROUND THE VI OLENCE as Custer narrates his tale.

CUSTER (V. O
You have doubtl essly heard of the
battl e of Washita River?

KELLOGG (V. O
Vaguely | think?

CUSTER (V. O
Wll... It was a great victory. My
attack was sonmewhat opportunistic,
havi ng al nost stunbl ed across hostiles
by accident. This is really how any
battle is won - luck is a big factor.
| pressed our advantage with a dawn
attack - we caught them nappi ng!

KELLOGG (V. O
Ch yes, | renenber - | heard there
were | ots of wonen and chil dren?

CUSTER (V. O
Did you i ndeed? Well nost non-
conbatants sinply hid away as soon as
the shooting started.

KELLOGG (V. O
| don't nean to be disparaging, that's
just what | heard?

CUSTER (V. O
| heard the sanme - runours spread by
Bent een. Why though is a nystery,
consi dering he was there hinsel f?!

KELLOGG (V. O
So there were lots of wonen there?

CUSTER (V. O
Sonme - but unlike our culture - Indian
woman wi Il often fight alongside their



men. An enraged woman wth a spear can

kill you just as surely as any nan!

FLASHBACK ENDS

| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMP - EVEN NG

The Tent
bef or e.
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FADE TO

is as before, Custer and Kellogg sit conversing as

Kel | ogg pulls out his notebook.

CUSTER
This whole affair is well-reported. |
even wote an account of it nyself,
including the fate of Major Elliott.

KELLOGG
And what of hinf

CUSTER
Wth the village secured, wthout
orders Elliott took a group of nen to
pursue a group of fleeing |Indians.

KELLOGG
So - he was reckl ess then?

CUSTER
He was - they went charging off
wi t hout orders and di sappear ed.

KELLOGG
Sounds rather famliar??

CUSTER
(1 aughi ng)
Ah M Kellogg - you are bold sir?!

Custer drains his glass.

CUSTER
It was regrettable but this was war
and these things happen. To spare nen
and horses to search for the m ssing
men, in a hostile area, would have
potentially cost even nore |ives.

KELLOGG
You |l eft hi mbehind?
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CUSTER
In so many words. Other nearby tribes
were sending out war parties of their
own and gat hering nearby. W had to
nove to a nore secure |ocation

KELLOGG
Bent een seens bitter about the matter?

CUSTER
He and Elliott were close friends,
Bent een has never forgiven ne. But had
it been Benteen in conmand |'d bet
real money he woul d have nmade exactly
t he sane deci sion.

Custer sighs wearily, as if renmenbering events.

KELLOGG

Well... thanks for clearing that up.
CUSTER

If it wasn't this though, |I'msure

Bent een woul d have found sone ot her
excuse to hold a grudge. That's just
the sort of man he is - petty.

Custer stands and stretches, then fetches a fresh bottl e of
whi sky. He opens this and refills both gl asses.

CUSTER
k... So what was the second nanme?
KELLOGG
Ah now that's an I ndian nanme... Er..
Its ' Mb-nee-seetah'... | think?

Custers snil e fades.

FADE TO

FLASHBACK BEG NS

NOTE: As the Voice Over concludes the sound |levels return to
normal, to all ow spoken di al ogue between characters.

EXT. SMALL | NDI AN CAMP - DAWN
The canp has bullet holes and sonme tents are on fire. About

30 dead Indians - nostly nale - are being dragged into a nmass
grave in the centre by soldiers. Present is Custer, Ryan and
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Benteen - all younger. Ryan is only a corporal here.

Al so present is ROVEO - a Mexican civilian scout. Romeo is
| ar ge overwei ght and Hi spanic, flanboyantly dressed.

| NDI AN BRAVES are watching fromhills overl ooking the canp.
few | NDI AN LADI ES and Children stand near the nmass-grave
weepi ng. Sol diers search the tents and keep guard.

CUSTER (V. O
| should have known? Well... | net
Monah- seetah at the end of the very
battle | described. W had captured
what was left of the village but |arge
nunbers of Indians fromother tribes
began to gather and watch us.

KELLOGG (V. O
As you nentioned before?

CUSTER (V. O
What we hadn't bargai ned for was the
unexpected spoils of war - a large
herd of ponies and horses. Hiding in
the tents was anot her surprise..

Ryan enmerges fromone of the tents and waves to Custer.
Custer pulls back the flap and | ooks i nside.

POV OF YOUNGER CUSTER - | ooking into tent.

About 30 X Cowering Indian wonmen and children are inside,
pl us Monah-seetah. Here she is about 17 years ol d.

BACK TO SCENE

Younger Custer and Romeo gesture to the Indians to be calm
and join the others outside. The captives file timdly out

and gaze sadly at the mass grave. Benteen and ot her sol diers

keep their guns trained on them

CUSTER (V. O
We had about forty non-conbat ants,
t hey'd been hiding in the dead
chieftains tent. Back then | had a
translator called 'Roneo’ to help calm
t hi ngs down. Tensions were high though
- if the prisoners ran | couldn't be
sure what sonme of the nmen m ght do.
didn't want a massacr e!

A
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Monah-seetah is last to | eave the tent, she stands defiantly
bef ore Younger Custer wi th hands on hips.

CUSTER (V. O
...And then | saw HER

POV from Custer | ooking Monah-seetah up and down.

CUSTER (V. O
She seened to stand-out fromthe
others - beautiful and wild, |ike sone
rare captured animal - still defiant.

BACK TO SCENE
NOTE: Sound in the scene returns to normal |evels.

MONAH- SEETAH
(to Younger Custer)
[ am daughter of Chief Black Kettle.
| f any man touches ne or Mahwi ssa ny
aunt we will fight to the death!]

Younger Custer seens dunbstruck. Ronmeo however is |ooking at
Mahwi ssa with a sly grin.

MAHW SSA

(t o Monah- seet ah)
[Wait child, these are Wiite Men, they
may just rape us and burn what is |eft
of the village if we co-operate?]

(1 ooks at Roneo)
[ Though don't co-operate too nuch,
some nen like a little struggle...]

YOUNG CUSTER
Roneo - what are they saying??

ROVEO
The girl is the late chiefs daughter,
the woman is her aunt. They want to
know if we plan to rape and kill them
now or a maybe a little later?

YOUNG CUSTER
Tell themwe will not harmthem |If
they co-operate as our prisoners, we
will treat their wounded and |l et them
go when we are safe.
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MAHW SSA
(to Roneo)
[ You - fat one! You speak our words?]

ROVEO
[ do madam | amto tell you that you
and your peopl e nust co-operate, or
there will be further trouble!]

MAHW SSA
[ You don't plan to rape us?]

ROVEO
[We do not - but don't take that as an
insult. It is not our way. O her
warriors have been seen nearby and we
must either | eave or fight soon.]

Mahwi ssa | ooks to the distant | ndian Braves and nods.

MAHW SSA
[ Yes, | recognise them These are
eneny tribes - keen to finish what you
started. How can we defend agai nst
t hem now all our nen are dead?]

Custer |ooks with curiosity at Roneo.

ROVEO
They say the other Indians around us
are enem es, they have no nen left to
fight against them

YOUNG CUSTER
Tell them we shall protect them but
they nust conme with us to our fort.

NOTE: sound fades and is replaced by Voice-Overs.

Roneo nods and speaks to Monah-seetah, translating for Custer
(this is MJTED). Mahwi ssa seens suspi ci ous but nods.

CUSTER (V. O
We took our prisoners and many ponies
to carry them back to ' Canmp Supply' -
our Fort. Al the tine we were watched
and foll owed by other Indians, but
they didn't attack. This was a ganbl e
- prisoners can slow us and cause
problems - but if we ran into trouble
we coul d use them as host ages.
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D SOLVE TO
END FLASHBACK
| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARWY CAMP - EVEN NG
Custer is pouring hinmself another drink, Kellogg sips his.

KELLOGG
So you were using themas 'human
shields' in effect?

Custer is surprised and spills a little.

CUSTER
Not quite the way |I'd have put things
M Kel |l ogg! They hel ped us get to
safety as we hel ped themin return.

KELLOGG
| take it then the other tribes were
not their enemes and didn't attack?

CUSTER
They didn't. And once back in the fort
our prisoners were treated as
respected guests and | gave orders
t hat none were to be harned.

FADE TO
FLASHBACK BEG NS
EXT. FORT ' CAMP SUPPLY' - M DDAY

The fort wooden, added onto what had previously been a
smal l er supply canp with new wooden walls and battl enents.

Younger Custer, Ryan and Benteen - |ead the sanme col um of
cavalry, soldiers and Indian prisoners as before on snall
horses in through the gate, along with Roneo, Mahw ssa and
Monah- seetah. The Indian prisoners are mainly female.

CUSTER (V. O
| personally led themthrough the
gates. Once inside Mnah-seetah
addressed ne directly.

Younger Custer issues an unheard order and soldiers begin to
scurry about bringing boxes and crates into the courtyard.
Soon everyone has entered and di snmount ed.
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NOTE: Sound in the scene fades back in.

MONAH- SEETAH
(to Custer, nods to crates)
[ am pl eased to see the supplies you
have prom sed are here - will we be
permtted to | eave soon?]

YOUNG CUSTER
|"msorry but I do not speak your
| anguage?
(turns to Roneo)
Roneo, what did she say?

ROVEO
She thanks you for sparing her people
and for the supplies. She is pleased
you kept your word - so far.

YOUNG CUSTER
Can you tell her that I, Custer, am
not her eneny. Be sure she understands
my name and that | amin conmand here.
Tell her | show ny enem es no nercy
but will protect those who submt.

ROVEO
(t o Monah- seet ah)
[ This man with long hair is called
"Custer'. He '"big chief' here. You
wi |l have fresh supplies and soon you
may | eave here - unharned. ]

Mbonah- seet ah nods.

MAHW SSA
(to Monah- seet ah)
[Do not trust these white devils! They
shot your father in the back as he
waved their flag to show his |oyalty!
These peopl e have no honour!!]

MONAH- SEETAH
Yes Aunt - | know these whites are
treacherous. W shoul d never have
believed their many |ies.
(to Roneo)
[ Fat One! May we rest sonewhere? My
peopl e are very tired and hungry.]



ROVEO
[W will provide food, nedicine too -
as long as you all behave.]

MAHW SSA
(to Roneo)
[ When we | eave we wi Il make a new canp
- but will you seek to attack agai n?]

ROVEO
[ You may canp where-ever you |ike? Qur
hostilities are ended.]

Younger Custer |ooks confused.

ROVEO
(to Custer)
She says when they are rested and
| eave they will nmake a new canp. |
have said we will not harmthem

FLASHBACK ENDS
| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMP - EVEN NG
Custer and Kellogg are seated, all as before.

KELLOGG
They made their new canp nearby?

CUSTER
| medi ately opposite, yes. There was a
river nearby, they found the |ocation
‘favourable'. For Indians it is the
wonen that set up all the tents.

KELLOGG
They didn't resent you or hold a
grudge for what happened before?

CUSTER
Quite the reverse. In their culture,
when defeated it is usual for captured
wonen and children to becone sl aves.
But we treated themwell, so to them
we were being 'beyond generous'.

KELLOGG
Custer the 'Indian Gver'?

49.

FADE TO



CUSTER
| have never cared for that
expression. And ny orders were to
subdue | ocal tribes and pacify the
area. So ny plan was sinple - dea
fairly wwth local tribes and build up
a positive relationship wth them

KELLOGG
Surely they were suspicious of you?

CUSTER

At first yes - but soon we cane to
greatly rely on each other...

FLASHBACK BEG NS

EXT. FORT ' CAMP SUPPLY' - PM

50.

FADE TO

The fort is peaceful, soldiers and |Indians are wandering with
one anot her. The Indians are now cl eaner and recovered, nost
wear itenms of western clothing. In the background adjacent

the canp is a newy constructed SVMALL | NDI AN CAWVP

Mahwi ssa and Roneo wal k armtin-armas they chat (rmuted), she

does not object as his hands wander.

Benteen - younger - is watching events around hi m unhappily.

CUSTER (V. O
| gave perm ssion for our nen, when
of f duty, to visit our new nei ghbours
who we always found very welcomng. In
return they visited us regularly - to
barter and trade.

Roneo hands a bottle of whisky to Mahw ssa. She smiles and
| eads himinto a roomin the fort, they nove from view.

Bent een watches this, |ooking annoyed.

END FLASHBACK
I NT. CUSTER S TENT, ARWY CAMP - EVEN NG

Custer and Kellogg are sitting together, as before.

bottle nore enpty and Custer is refilling his gl ass.

FADE TO

The
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CUSTER
|"m sure Benteen would tell things
differently, but for a long tine
abst ai ned fromspending tinme with our
new nei ghbours.

Custer sips his drink and pauses for a nonent.

CUSTER
It could be said | have a reputation
wth being a bit of a 'ladies man'?
Al though | am no stranger in such
matters, back then |I'd been separated
frommy wife Libby for over a year
with hints of 'divorce in the w nd.

KELLOGG
What you say here is between us, |
won't note or say anything?

Custer offers a refilled glass to Kellogg, who accepts.

CUSTER
| appreciate that Mark, I'mmd-flow
so to speak, so may as well continue?

FADE TO

FLASHBACK STARTS
I NT. YOUNG CUSTERS OFFI CE, FORT ' CAMP SUPPLY' - EVEN NG

Custer's office within the wooden fort. Like a study but
fairly basic, with sinple furnishings only. Custer is younger
here, witing letters at his desk.

CUSTER (V. O
Bl oody Knife had been teaching ne
| ndi an hand-signals and a little of
t he Si oux | anguage. One evening he
told me one of their |eaders w shed to
speak with me privately.

SOUND in scene returns to normal |evels.

There is a KNOCK at the door, younger Custer stops witing
and opens the door. Younger Monah-seetah enters, she is
dressed in an animal skin shawl and nothing el se.

Younger Custer noves his hands to communi cate as he tal ks.
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YOUNG CUSTER
[ You... wanted... see nme?]

Monah- seet ah smiles and her shawl drops to the ground, she is
naked. Younger Custer swall ows as she approaches seductively.

CUSTER (V. O
Caesar had his Cleopatra... And it
seens Mna-seetah was to be m ne.

FADE TO
FLASHBACK ENDS
| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMP - LATE EVEN NG

Custer drains his glass, he looks a little enbarrassed at
what he has just admtted.

KELLOGG
Well... That's certainly one way to
negotiate |I'd say?

CUSTER
You can say that again! Now |I'ma man
of the world as we both are, but never
have I known such a tinme with any
wonman. She was a she-wolf, insatiable
- passionate - utterly amazing!!

KELLOGG
You didn't try to resist her?

CUSTER
That woul d have been unkind - and
insult to her even. Besides - no true
man coul d resist such delights..

Custer refills his glass and drinks quickly.

KELLOGG
| f you say so?
CUSTER
Trust nme on this Mark - if you've

never been with an | ndi an woman,
you' ve never known true bliss!

Kel  ogg now drinks, seem ngly enbarrassed.
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CUSTER

Sorry if |'ve enbarrassed you?
KELLOGG

No, no not at all... Please continue?

FADE TO

FLASHBACK BEG NS

NOTE: Action during this sequence and the di al ogue between
characters is ENTI RELY MJUTED

EXT. A CAMP FIRE, WLDERNESS - EVEN NG

Not hi ng seen beyond the light of the fire. A wooden spit is
awai ting neat. Monah-seetah (dressed), Mahw ssa, Custer,
Cooke and Burkman are sitting by the fire - all younger here.
Monah-seetah has a rabbit to skin and funbles in her belt for
utensils. Younger Custer hands her HS ARMY KNI FE. Unknown to
himthis greatly signifies trust. She smles and takes the
knife. The two | adi es pause to exchange know ng gl ances.

CUSTER (V. O
Monah- seet ah and others from her tribe
were happy to join us as we expl ored,
maki ng peaceful contact w th other
tri bes. Mnah-seetah had | ocal
know edge and tribal |eaders were
courteous and respectful to her.

Monah- seet ah prepares the rabbit and younger Custer sits next
to Cooke and the two chat.

CUSTER (V. O
Benteen was quick to voice his
concerns, saying these Indian were not
to be trusted. He would ultinmately be
proved to be wong - as is often the

case, | m ght add.
FADE TO
| NT. CHI EFS TENT, ARWMY CAMP - EVEN NG
Simlar to the tent of Sitting Bull, but |ess decor. Younger

Mbnah- seet ah, Mahw ssa, Custer and Cooke are as before,
seated around the fire. Bloody Knife is present too.

Al so present are a few | NDI AN BRAVES and t he | NDI AN CHI EF.
These are Lakota Sioux - |ike Mnah-seetah. Al are passing
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around a LONG DECORATI VE PI PE and puffing in turn.

CUSTER (V. O
As we travel |l ed Monah-seetah and |
spent nore tine together. | was able

to learn nore of her |anguage and she
m ne. Her and her aunt were key in
hel pi ng bring about a |asting peace
with local tribes in the region.

Young Custer PUFFS on the pipe - he coughs and his eyes
gl aze. Monah-seetah I eans into him he puts his arnms around
her, both are very rel axed.

CUSTER (V. O
The best way for an ani cabl e outcone
wth a native is |ike that of any man
- through stomach! | arranged for
grain, hard tack, coffee and sugar to
be offered as a gift to the various
tribal |eaders. Things went well.

KELLOGG (V. O
So... It was a tine for peace?

CUSTER (V. O
| ndeed. It may surprise you that nine
times out of ten whenever there is
trouble with native tribes it is
usual | y because they are hungry and
want to provide for their famlies.

KELLOGG (V. O
| see?

Mahwi ssa sm | es seductively at The Chief and speaks to himin
their |anguage (nmuted). The Chief replies and both stand and
wander out of the tent together - HAND I N- HAND.

Younger Custer seens confused so Monah-seetah whi spers into
his ear to explain. He nods.

CUSTER (V. O
Mahwi ssa - Monah-seetah's aunt - al so
proved keen to do her bit for peace...
The I ndi an Braves nudge each other and seem anused.

FADE TO

FLASHBACK ENDS
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Sound and vi suals are back to nornal .
| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMP - N GHT
As before but later, the bottle is nearly enpty.

CUSTER
This period of ny life convinced ne
that it is possible for peace between
oursel ves and native peoples. Like us
they just want to get by. Very few are
warl i ke for no good reason.

KELLOGG
What about the troubles now t hough?
The Si oux uprising?

CUSTER
| hear it is down to |ack of food and
us trespassing in their sacred | ands.
They're no fools - they know t he odds
are agai nst them and do not take up
arns lightly. But | am confident that
peace is still possible, we don't have
to butcher one another year after year
until there are none of themleft.

Custer refills his gl ass.

FADE TO

FLASHBACK BEG NS
EXT. W LDERNESS NEAR ' CAMP SUPPLY' - PM

The fort Canp Supply and the Indian canp are in the distance.
A columm of CAVALRY | ed by younger Custer, younger Cooke,
younger Benteen and younger Hodgson are approaching the fort.
Wthin the columm is Monah-seetah and Bl oody Knife.

As the Cavalry nears the Indian Canp several younger |ndian
| adi es and sonme Indian children rush out and run towards
t hem cheering and | aughi ng happily.

CUSTER (V. O
| renmenber arriving back at the fort
aws al ways pleasant. |Is there anything
nore beautiful to behold than a
friendly Indian village, welcomng us?
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KELLOGG (V. O
| expect it was a pleasant period?

A coupl e of SEM NAKED | NDI AN LADI ES who had been bathing in
the river nove close to Hodgson. Hodgson wi nks and waves to
them but is glared angrily at by Benteen.

CUSTER (V. O
For atime it felt |ike hone - a new
life. Not just for me but all the nen
- a happy tine for all. W continued
to venture further afield and our
nei ghbours doubl ed as our entourage.
Those were happy days...

FADE TO
| NT. SMALL | NDI AN CAMP, NEAR FORT - DAY

The Indian canp is close to the wooden fort. There are
numerous Indian tents. A few Indians - mainly wonmen and
children - are wandering around happily.

Custer and Monah-seetah - again younger - are in the canp.
Custer now has part Indian attire. Both have just left a tent
to investigate a noise outside. This is a mangy HOUND- DOG
whi ch BARKS and wags its tail.

Custer wastes no tine in petting the animal. Mnah-seetah
seens | ess keen.

CUSTER (V. O
Whenever back at the fort | found
nysel f spending nore time with Mnah-
seetah. W even ended-up owni ng a pet
- a rather mangy nongrel | decided to
call '"Frederick' - in honour of the
good Capt ai n Bent een.

FADE TO
EXT. RIVER I N THE W LDERNESS - DAY
A picturesque river in the wilderness. It is sunny. Custer
and Monah-seetah - again younger - are paddling. Custer is
stooped - trying to grab fish. Monah-seetah | ooks anused.
Runni ng about along the bank is the dog, wagging its tail.

NOTE: The ' SPLASH sound should be at full volune here.
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CUSTER (V. O
Monah-seetah tried to teach ne how to
catch fish with ny bare hands... In

t he manner of an Indian. Something I
never really mastered in all honesty.

Younger Custer grabs a big fish - perhaps a salnon - and
pulls this up out of the water for a nonent. It thrashes
around, he slips and topples backwards with a | oud SPLASH

Mona- Seet ah doubl es-up with LAUGHTER
FADE TO

EXT. A CAMP FIRE, WLDERNESS - EVEN NG

Younger Mbnah-seetah and Younger Custer are seated wth arns
around each other. Custer is nowin full buckskins. They gaze
up at the stars as Monah- Seetah tal ks about them (nuted).

CUSTER (V. O
| learned the names of her spirits and
| egends - where the stars cane from
and what they each signify. It sounds
silly I suppose, |'ve seen the stars a
t housand tinmes but it was as if |
never really noticed them before..
Now when | | ook up at night | cannot
hel p but be rem nded of this tine.

FADE TO
I NT. 1 NDI AN TENT - EVEN NG

A small Indian tent with a central fire. Younger Mnah-seetah
is serving DINNER to Younger Custer - a type of stew

CUSTER (V. O
Monah- seet ah even introduced ne to
| ndian cuisine - | nust admt that |

found it very tasty for the nost part.
| really regret not recording sone of
the recipes - |'d probably outsell ny
own book had | published them

Young Custer and Monah-seetah sit and begin to eat.

NOTE: SOUND in the scene fades in.
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YOUNG CUSTER
(chew ng)
This is really good! Were is
"Frederick'? 1've not seen himtoday?

Monah-seetah smles coyly.

MONAH- SEETAH
|"msure he is closer than you think?
Still chew ng, Custer | ooks at her with suspicion.
Monah- seet ah | aughs and pulls out the dogs tail - this is al
that is left of the dog. Custer |ooks rather shocked.
FADE TO
FLASHBACK ENDS
| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARWY CAMP - LATE EVEN NG
Kel l ogg and Custer are still seated. They are nearly out of

booze. Kellogg | ooks hal f asleep. Custer seens drunk.

CUSTER
| don't nean this as an excuse but it
wasn't just me who had taken I ndian
wi ves, al nost the whol e conpany did
the sane! Sonme even adopted the
fatherless children as well... As
nont hs passed the Indians literally
becanme our extended famlies.

Kel | ogg seens reluctant - or too sleepy - to finish his
glass. Custer finishes his drink and pours the |ast drops.

CUSTER
Fromthe | ook on your face |I'm
guessi ng the question you want to
tactfully ask is "had | gone native'?
| think to an extent we all had..
Wth one or two exceptions.

KELLOGG
Bent een bei ng one of thenf

Custer smles but doesn't reply, he takes his |ast sip.
CUSTER

We genuinely succeeded in what we had
intended froma mlitary perspective.



We had | asting peace - had good
di plomatic relations with | ocal
tribes... And ny eyes were opened
about the Indians and their ways.

KELLOGG
So what happened wi th Mona-seetah?
CUSTER
| married her. She becanme known as ny
‘second wife' - quite normal in Indian

culture. In so doing | effectively
married into the Sioux and am now
consi dered one of their tribe.

KELLOGG
(waki ng up nore)
Married? Weren't you married al ready??

Kel | ogg scribbles a note in his notebook.

Cust er

CUSTER
Er, this isn't sonmething I'd want to
be made public, by the way.

KELLOGG
No, no of course - this is just
between us. | dare say that the public

woul dn't be very under st andi ng?

CUSTER
Oh? How so07??

KELLOGG

There's bigany for one thing... And
Sol diers participating in heathen
weddi ng cerenoni es for another!

(tuts)
Sonme of ny col |l eagues woul d have had a
field day with this sort of thing. It
woul d have been quite a scandal ?!

CUSTER
A scandal ? Yes... And that's why it
had to end, and was the very the
ultimatum | was suddenly faced with

| ooks sad and si ghs.
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FADE TO
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FLASHBACK BEQ NS
Sound is MJTED apart fromthe Voice Over
| NT. CUSTERS OFFI CE, FORT - DAY

Younger Custer is standing to attention and he is being told
of f by GENERAL SHERI DAN. Sheridan is about 40, with dark hair
and a noustache. Their conversation is 'one sided , although
MUTED. (Sheridan is telling Custer he is a disgrace, he
should think of his poor wife, do his duty, etc).

CUSTER (V. O
Apparently Benteen had been witing
| etters about ne, at |east one of
which found its way to my conmandi ng
officer - General Sheridan. He cane to
the Fort for a personal visit and did
not approve of the things he saw

| was reprimnded and given a sinple
choice - to do ny duty and end things
w th Mona-seetah. This woul d preserve
my reputation and keep ny famly away
froma public scandal. O | would face
di shonour abl e di scharge and becone a
civilian, branded a traitor and

out cast frompolite society. Sheridan
kept uttering to "think of ny wife'.
Meani ng ' Li bby' of course.

FADE TO
| NT. CUSTERS TENT - EARLY MORNI NG

d asses and the bottle are enpty - it is about 02.00. Kell ogg
| ooks very tired. Custer seens drunk and unsteady.

CUSTER
In retrospect | believe Sheridan's
true concern was hinself, that he
didn't want a scandal involving the
men under hi s conmand.

KELLOGG
| expect the arny are probably under
public scrutiny all the tinme?

Custer struggles to stifle a TEAR trickling down his cheek.
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CUSTER
| have fought in many battles, faced
many foes... But parting with her was

the hardest thing I've had to do in ny
whol e |ife! Mnah-seetah went into
premature | abour that very day.

KELLOGG
You had a chil d?!

CUSTER
(W pi ng eye)
Yes, born early but survived. He nust
be about seven by now? Called "Yell ow
Bird* on account of his lighter hair.
And yes - | have nade sone discreet
enqui ri es about them bot h.

KELLOGG
| see...?
CUSTER
The ironic thing is... all this was

getting out anyway, despite Benteen.

FADE TO

FLASHBACK BEG NS
Al'l sound apart fromthe Voice Over is nuted.
| NT. SMALL | NDI AN CAMP, NEAR FORT - DAY

A few Indians - mainly wonen and children, as seen in

previ ous fl ashbacks - are wandering around. Younger Custer
and Monah-seetah are exiting their tent. Mpnah-seetah | ooks
very portly and pregnant. Custer is carrying a few personal

itens in his arns, she trying to stop himand very upset.
I ndi ans in the background stop wandering and watch them

CUSTER (V. O
Before this was to reach the public |
wote about it, in my own book about
ny life on the plains. Here | gave ny
own version of events... Downpl ayi ng
the marriage, trying to put a lighter
spin on things.

FADE TO
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| NT. CUSTERS TENT, ARMY CAMP - EARLY MORNI NG
Kel l ogg is dozing and Custer | ooks unhappy, renenbering.
CUSTER
(sadly)
But you M Kellogg... Now you at | east
know t he whol e truth of things.
Custer puts down his enpty glass and sighs sadly.

FADE TO

END CREDI TS
END OF EPI SODE 1




