LEVIATHAN 1 of 16

ONE-PAGE OVERVIEW

LEVIATHAN
created by
Miranda Noel Ann Doerfler

A covert agent with a sense of humor and a crack team of highly-trained specialists work for a clandestine division of the government known as Leviathan, preventing terrorism worldwide.

Sarcastic and dedicated government agent Isaac Black returns to Leviathan after his latest mission, ready for another assignment. He joins his team of specialists: Julia Tanaka, a Japanese weapons expert, Roger Stillings, a brilliant computer analyst, and William Cole, the team’s operations manager. Cole briefs them on their next mission: CORE agents Brenner and Jameson have gone missing while on an intel-gathering excursion regarding the possibility of Burma’s ruling military junta posing a threat to America.

Black embarks on this new mission, assisted by his team, and discovers that the leaders of Burma are collaborating with the leaders of Bhutan to seize the countries between them. Not only that, but Jameson is found dead – and it seems as though Brenner may have had a hand in killing him. Black follows the trail of intel and clues through Naypyidaw. There, he unveils proof that the military junta of Burma murdered the 498 non-militant members of Parliament in a violent massacre. He eventually reaches a city called Yangon, where he and his team believe the junta disposed of the 498 bodies. Along the way, Leviathan and CORE receive a video transmission from Brenner who is alive and seemingly on the run from the Burmese junta.

Black encounters Brenner in Yangon and confirms what he suspected all along: that the agent has turned and is working for the enemy, and that the transmission they received was a trick. After a messy and dangerous interrogation, Black kills Brenner. He uses the info he gathered to pinpoint his next objective: a military town in Burma named Monywa. He and Tanaka head for their latest destination with the intent to take out the Burmese and Bhutanese leaders before they can enact their plan: to poison their countries’ water supplies with a fast-acting, quick-killing chemical agent.



THE CONTINUING CHARACTERS

LEVIATHAN

Leads:
COVERT AGENT ISAAC BLACK, 46, salt-and-pepper hair, tall and built, black ops agent for clandestine organization, Leviathan.

WILLIAM COLE, 51, has a professional air about him, always wears a suit, operations manager and leader of Black’s team. He relays missions to Black, gives Black objectives and walks the agent through missions.

ROGER STILLINGS, 54, skinny, tall, brilliant computer analyst and tech expert.

JULIA TANAKA, 35, medium-length black hair, slender, Japanese weapons expert, coordinates equipment and transportation for Black during missions.

Supports:
TYLER WEST, 45, wears modern-looking glasses, thinks by-the-book, snide and smug, director of Leviathan and CORE. He enjoys throwing kinks into Cole’s missions and despises Black for his closeness with Cole.



THE CONTINUING CHARACTERS

LEVIATHAN

Leads:
COVERT AGENT ISAAC BLACK, 46, salt-and-pepper hair, tall and built upper body. A black ops agent for the clandestine government organization, Leviathan. Black is a sarcastic man who appreciates irony and candor. He’s learned that politics are irrelevant in his line of work. His philosophy is: “there are people who do good things, there are people who do bad things, and then there are government agents.” For the most part, he does as he’s told. He’ll do whatever is needed to complete the mission, even if it involves occasionally breaking the rules. 

He has no family, but has a mentor – Ric Michaels – who was not only good friends of Black’s parents, but also their handler (both of Black’s parents were CIA agents). Michaels took Black in after his parents were murdered and taught him the government game. Black has only a few friends, but he’s very protective of those he does have.

Black and Cole have known each other for twenty years, since Black joined Leviathan (Cole trained him). They are very close, though Black sometimes takes matters into his own hands during missions. He and Cole share a distaste for Director West and Black does his best to avoid the man. Black is the only team member who knows of Cole’s history with West.

WILLIAM COLE, 51, dark hair, with a professional air about him, always wears a suit. He is the operations manager and leader of Black’s team. He relays missions to Black, gives Black objectives and walks the agent through missions. Cole has a sense of humor – especially when dealing with Black – but he tries to keep everyone focused on their objectives.

Cole doesn’t believe much in politics, though he understands how to play around them when running operations. He also doesn’t believe in playing bureaucratic games and rejects promotions when offered them. Ten years ago, Cole was the Director of Leviathan and CORE. He beat out West – an acquaintance and occasional rival, at the time – for the position.

West, as the leader of CORE, would put up a fight every time Cole tried to do anything significant. Eventually, Cole became sick of the job and stepped down, returning to his previously held position as Black’s operations manager. West took Cole’s place as Director.

Cole has a coffee addiction and drinks at least three cups a day. He is respected greatly by his team but understands Black’s strong spirit and sometimes allows his friend to have a say in how the mission plays out.

ROGER STILLINGS, 54, skinny, tall, brilliant computer analyst and tech expert. Stillings graduated in the top five percentile of his class at MIT. He runs satellites, translates and decrypts documents, etc. Stillings graduated high school and college years ahead of his classmates. 

He was recruited by the CIA at a young age and worked for them as a computer analyst for nearly ten years. They decided his talents would be put to better use in black ops missions and sent him to Leviathan. After two years of training, he was assigned to Cole’s team. He joined the team five years ago, but knows nothing about Black’s and Cole’s history at Leviathan. 

He does get curious and sometimes asks questions, though they’re rarely, if ever, answered. Though they’ve known each other a relatively short amount of time, Stillings has become quite close to Black, Cole and Tanaka. He occasionally likes to flirt with Tanaka, though he is hesitant to pursue her for multiple reasons: employee protocol, their safety, and the fact that she has a mysterious reputation regarding men.

Stillings likes to wear a black leather jacket and rides a motorcycle, which remind him of his college days.

JULIA TANAKA, 35, medium-length black hair, slender, but surprisingly strong, Japanese weapons expert. She coordinates equipment and transportation for Black during missions. Julia – “Jules,” as Black likes to call her – is a beautiful yet tough girl. She was a weapons expert in Japan until she defected to the U.S. ten years ago.

She, like Stillings, was recruited by the CIA and after about two years, was sent to Leviathan. She was trained and assigned to Cole’s team. She quickly became close friends with everyone, as she’s extremely charismatic, though quirky. She has an obsession with Japanese candy, which she is constantly eating.

Jules also has an affinity for firearms and, when not assisting on a mission, she can be found in Leviathan’s shooting range in their training area. Although she’s not as electronically-minded as Stillings, she has a grasp on things and provides Black with new or updated gadgets and tools, as well as the latest in weapons technology.

She also coordinates Black’s transportation during missions, typically driving or flying him from place to place. Jules knows nothing of Black and Cole’s pasts, but she hates to pry and never asks questions of anyone. She likes to flirt with Stillings every now and then.

Back in the day, Jules was known as, “The Ghost” and developed a reputation among her friends for dating men for very short periods of time and then disappearing, never contacting them again. None of the team members knows the specifics of Jules’ past, but it has gone around the office that Jules has some kind of issue with men. Jules avoids West as often as possible, which is easy for her, since, being a weapons and transportation coordinator, she almost never has to deal with him.

Supporting:
TYLER WEST, 45, wears modern-looking glasses, thinks by-the-book, very smug, authoritative, often preoccupied by protocol. He is the director of Leviathan and CORE. He enjoys throwing kinks into Cole’s missions and despises Black for his closeness with Cole. West and Cole have a long history together: they joined Leviathan at the same time, were trained in the same classes, etc.

West has always thought he was better than Cole, even when he lost the position of director to his long-time frenemy. West now runs both Leviathan and CORE, answering only to the heads of the CIA and the President of the United States. He created “The Code of Agent Conduct,” which laid down the rules agents must follow when on missions.

The Code applies to both Leviathan and CORE agents. West often interferes with Cole’s missions or complicates them in some way. He acts professionally and with familiarity around Cole, treating him like an old friend, despite the fact that he feels superior to Cole.

RIC MICHAELS, 62, in extremely good shape for his age, muscular, strong, well-trained. Michaels was the youngest agent ever to be hired by the CIA. He graduated college extremely early and was brought on as a handler at age 22. He lost his first two agents, Black’s parents, not even within a year of being hired. 

Feeling guilty and responsible, he adopted eight year-old Black and taught him everything he’d learned at the CIA. Michaels and Black are very close, and Black likes to keep tabs on him and visit him every now and then, when not on missions. Michaels tends to be slightly overprotective of Black and sometimes stops by Leviathan and hassles Cole.

FRANK ENGEL, 47, muscularly built, blond hair. An ex-agent, Engel is now the ops manager of the once-best team in CORE. He personally trained Agents Brenner and Jameson. Engel is devastated when he discovers that one of his agents (Brenner) turned and participated in the murder of his partner (Jameson).

Following this incident, Engel enters a deep depression and contemplates suicide. Cole, who is one of his good friends, talks him out of it. Engel decides to remain at CORE and trains a new team. They once again lead in intelligence gathering.

JACK BUSCUS, 28, tall, thin, cute and somewhat dorky. One of the youngest computer analysts in CORE’s history, Buscus is a brilliant but funny man. He tells stories about his crazy family and silly things that happened in his life before arriving at CORE. He is the comic relief for Engel. 

He is on Engel’s team when the Brenner/Jameson incident occurs and works with Cole to help Engel through it. He melds with the new team nicely and they quickly become the best team at CORE.

Minor:
AGENT LUKE BRENNER, 29, scrawny, tall, seems suspicious just by looking at him. Brenner has been at CORE for roughly three years. His partner is Agent Jameson. Brenner is nowhere near the agent his partner is and struggles to keep up with Jameson. Jameson covers for him and helps him, which is how they got to be the best team in CORE. Brenner holds no loyalty to CORE; he is greedy and cares only about money. 

He is also cocky and believes himself to be a great agent, though he’s proven time and time again that he is an amateur. He turns on his partner, joins the enemy and makes multiple attempts on Black’s life. He feels little to no remorse and is eventually killed by Black when he tries to escape.

AGENT TOM JAMESON, 34, average build, average features. Jameson has been with CORE for about eight years. Black knows him personally and favors him over Brenner. Jameson is an exceptional agent and very dedicated to his job. He is married and has one child, a daughter named Sylvia. He respects Brenner as an agent and covers for his partner when he makes mistakes. He is tortured for information by the Burmese junta after being abandoned by his partner. He is then killed.


SETTING BACKGROUND

LEVIATHAN

Leviathan is an unmarked but towering building in Virginia, near the border of VA and Maryland. On the outside, it looks like a regular office building, with the exception of the airfield that lies behind it. Few people live in the area and there are hardly any surrounding buildings.

The first three floors of the building are dedicated to keeping up the appearance of an office building. There are actual employees who work there, filing, doing menial paperwork and basic office work to create the illusion of a real business.

The upper floors, while equipped with cubicles and computers similar to the first three floors, are devoted to the agents’ Hubs, mission debriefings and interrogation rooms. The basements (there is a series of ten basements/underground levels) exist for the purposes of training new field agents.

CORE is formatted similarly, though they contain more computers and technology and fewer physical training areas as they are more focused on intel gathering than black ops missions. The two buildings are connected by a long hallway, almost like a bridge, made of only glass and steel.

There are two sets of elevators in Leviathan’s lobby: one set is for the public and to keep up appearances. That first set only goes up to the third floor of the building. The second set of elevators is for personnel and agents, and requires a security pass, a thumb scan and a retinal scan in order to operate.

Every Hub is identical: highly electronic, with a wall of computer monitors and an extremely advanced computer system. There are filing cabinets and a table or two along one wall, and the lights are dim so as not to cause glare on the computer screens. On one wall, there are television monitors constantly airing multiple news sources to give the teams an idea of the coverage of situations going on all around the world.

With each new mission comes a new location to visit: in season one, the focus will be Burma, a small country in Asia. It is fairly modernized but has areas of beautiful vegetation. The most significant fact about it is the military junta who rules viciously over the country’s people.


PILOT OVERVIEW

LEVIATHAN

Flashback to horror in suburbia: a group of terrorists storms a large family home in a sleepy neighborhood. It’s the middle of the night. The intruders drag a bound man inside and quickly incapacitate the woman sitting in the living room. She begs for her and her husband’s lives, to no avail. The terrorists murder the seemingly innocent man and woman, execution-style, unaware that the couple’s child, ISAAC BLACK, is watching from the upstairs balcony of their home. The terrorists flee the scene, leaving the bodies behind. The boy stands at the balcony, crying and completely alone.

The time now is present day: Black is fully grown and in pursuit of an assumed terrorist. Bullets fly and three hit Black in the chest, only one catching in his Kevlar. He keeps hot on the terrorist’s tail, and when the man trips and falls, Black is right there. “Please, I have a family!” the man begs. Black knows all too well how it feels to lose one’s family. He puts his gun to the man’s head and fires quickly, replying, “So did I.” The man falls backwards, dead. Black walks away, leaving the terrorist bleeding out on the concrete. 

Enter Leviathan, a top secret clandestine branch of the government, employing only the best agents to perform black ops missions. Isaac Black is debriefing from his previous mission when his operations manager, WILLIAM COLE, retrieves him and briefs him on his new assignment: two agents from another secret branch of the government (CORE, whose focus is reconnaissance and intel gathering) have disappeared without a trace.

As Cole and Black enter their workspace at Leviathan - known as The Hub – Black greets ROGER STILLINGS, computer analyst. Cole informs Black that the missing agents, LUKE BRENNER and TOM JAMESON, had been on a mission to gather intel regarding the possibility that the ruling junta in Burma intended to attack America. Black’s objective: to travel to Mandalay, Burma in search of the missing agents and whatever information they collected before they vanished. 

JULIA TANAKA, weapons/equipment specialist and transportation coordinator, joins Black and walks with him out of The Hub. As they go, Tanaka explains updates that have been made to Black’s suit and equipment, including a translation function on his Visual Audio Intel Device (VAID) and an instant-translator programmed into his Labyrinth implants that picks up foreign languages and translates them into English, then sends them in the form of sound waves to Black’s brain. This allows for instantaneous translation, so Black will be able to keep up with whatever’s being said. The pair reach the exit door and step out into Leviathan’s airfield.

Black receives further briefing on the stealth jet as he prepares for his mission; Cole divulges that Brenner and Jameson “interrogated a Committee member and discovered an off-the-books meeting between the junta and the elected members of Parliament in the city hall building in Naypyidaw.” “The peace talks are going that well, huh?” Black replies. Cole does not miss the sarcasm in the statement. 

Cole further explains that the 498 non-militant members of the Parliament in Burma have been missing for nearly ten days – their disappearance was first noted following the day Brenner and Jameson vanished  - and CORE believes the incidents to be related. Cole is sure that they will find useful information in Mandalay Palace, the last place Leviathan was able to trace the missing agents’ trackers.

Black arrives at the palace and sneaks into the sewers beneath the building until he comes to the basement of The Glass Palace. He knocks out guards in his way as he makes his way back outside, this time behind the building he’s infiltrated. He notices something peculiar when he peers into one of the windows; “What is Prime Minister Ugen Tenzin doing here?” Cole becomes concerned, “Tenzin? Bhutan’s involved? This doesn’t bode well, Black.” “I have a feeling the people of Bhutan would share your sentiment,” Black retorts.

He continues onward, heading back into the building through a different tunnel system. He eventually reaches stairs, which he climbs to the second floor. When he arrives at the second story of the building, he discovers the dead body of one of the missing agents – Jameson. The body is fresh and Black notes that the agent was tortured for information (which we see by suggestive injuries on Jameson’s body). Black also notices that Brenner is nowhere to be found, and it seems impossible that he would have escaped The Committee.

Upon further investigation, Black encounters the body of Brenner and Jameson’s Burmese informant, Ko, who’s been dead at least a week. This discovery stirs suspicion in Black’s mind, but he continues onward and finds an email communication between the leader of the Committee and leader of Bhutan. The message indicates an occurrence in Yangon, but Black’s immediate priority is Naypyidaw, where the secret meeting took place eleven days earlier. He also discovers the reason Bhutan has become involved with the Committee, via a map on the third floor: “They’re going to flank India and Bangladesh? What does Tenzin have against them?” Black doesn’t get an answer to that question just yet, but he uncovers a flash drive and sends the information through his VAID to Stillings for decryption.

Alarms sound and Black overhears that Committee members discovered one of the bodies of the guards he knocked out. He narrowly escapes discovery as he works his way back through the basements and sewers of the Palace. He reaches Tanaka, who picks him up in a Jeep and drives off, heading for Naypyidaw. Cole outlines Black’s objectives as they drive: “We need whatever intel is in Naypyidaw. And you need to find Agent Brenner. Hopefully, alive.” 

“Hope has never been my friend, Cole. If I don’t find him alive?” Black says. Cole continues, “Then we’re depending on Naypyidaw or Yangon turning up something useful. It’s a shot in the dark...” “Lucky for you, I’m a good shot,” Black jokes. They arrive in Naypyidaw and Black scales a wall of the city hall building, infiltrating via a balcony. Stillings shuts off the security camera system in the building so Black can move freely. “How long until someone notices the cameras?” Black asks. “Thirty minutes is being generous,” Stillings replies. “Be cruel, Stillings,” Black says. “...ten minutes.”

Black steps into the hallway from the room he entered, only to be stopped by a guard. He says nothing, and the guard forces him into a room down the hall, where he tells Black to get on his knees. Black gets the upper hand and knocks the guard out. He finds a slip of paper on the guard with a seemingly insignificant stream of numbers scribbled on it. 

“What is that?” Cole asks. Stillings suggests possibilities, “Could be keypad codes, a data encryption code, a password.” “Write them down, I’m busy at the moment,” Black replies. He  makes his way to the conference hall on the first floor, where the secret meeting took place. He investigates and notices that the room is covered in freshly-laid carpet. He peels back a corner of the carpet to find blood stains on the floor. Black and Cole infer the worst: “...the slaughter happened there.”

Cole asks, “What did they do with the bodies?” Black nods, on the same page. “498 people is a lot to get rid of...” he says. Suddenly, an alarm rings through the building. Just as Black gets into the hallway, clicks echo through the hall. “Damn! The locks!” Black mutters. “Find another way out, Black!” Cole instructs the agent. Black spots a huge glass window at the end of the hall and makes his escape through it, shattering it. 

Tanaka picks him up and asks, “Close call, huh?” Black gives her a look, “They’re all close calls.” Stillings informs Black that Tenzin communicated to Ganan that Yangon was complete and they should proceed with their plan. “Yangon...” Black says, thinking. “It’s close to the ocean. Could be where they dumped the bodies,” Cole suggests. Black agrees, and Tanaka informs the group that they have a few hours until they arrive there. Black resolves to take a nap along the way.

After an hour or so, Cole wakes the agent. “Black!” Black stirs from his nap, suddenly alert. “What’s going on?!” he asks. Cole sounds concerned as he replies, “We just received a transmission from Brenner.” Tanaka and Black are notified by Cole that they won’t be able to see the video and their Labyrinth implants will be momentarily shut off, since Director West insists on viewing the video with Cole and Stillings and doesn’t want the outside influence of agents in the field. Black and Tanaka independently decide to move on and continue towards Yangon.

Director West, head of Sector (the branch of the government that includes Leviathan and CORE), watches the video with Cole and Stillings. In the video, Brenner explains that he’s on the run from the Committee, that they captured and killed Jameson and that Burma plans to attack Bhutan. Following the video, West makes an outlandish demand, “Brenner is a priority. I want him brought back alive.” Stillings is outraged and points out that that Brenner expressly told them not to pursue him in the video. Cole appeases West and promises to return Brenner. But once West leaves, Cole explains to Stillings that he has no intention of going after Brenner or treating him as friendly. “What? Why?” Stillings asks. Cole replies, “Because he’s turned.”

Black tells Tanaka that he believes Brenner is actually working with the enemy and that the video is a fake. He explains that he doesn’t believe Brenner could have escaped the hands of The Committee. He tells Tanaka about how he had trained Brenner and Jameson and he knew first-hand that Jameson was the better agent of the two. If anyone would have escaped, it would have been Jameson. Tanaka agrees, “If you think he’s turned, I believe it. You’d better get word to Cole.” Black says that he’ll let Cole know his thoughts once they reach Yangon. 

Cole divulges to Stillings all the ways he was able to infer that Brenner is a double agent, just by watching the video; Brenner took a day to send the video, meaning his life wasn’t in as much danger as he’d have them believe. “[Brenner] said that his partner was captured and killed. But when Black found Jameson’s body, it was still warm, meaning Jameson was killed very recently. If Brenner had escaped eleven days ago, as we believed, he would not have known that Jameson is dead.” And Brenner feeds them false information about Burma’s plans to attack Bhutan, which Leviathan knows isn’t true, since Black uncovered communication between the leaders of Burma and Bhutan implying their plans to work together.

Cole continues, explaining that it doesn’t matter why Brenner has turned, only that “he knows extremely sensitive information about CORE, Leviathan and the rest of the agency branches. He needs to be silenced,” but Stillings reminds Cole that he couldn’t pinpoint Brenner’s location in the video and has no idea where the agent is. Cole looks at the maps on the monitors behind Stillings, where a map of Burma is shown with Yangon circled in red. “I think I do,” he says.

Black and Cole communicate their shared sentiment that Brenner is a double agent as Black and Tanaka arrive in Yangon. Cole informs Black that the numbers on the paper he got off the guard in Naypyidaw are coordinates to a stretch of vegetation in Yangon, near a lake in the Eastern District.

At the coordinates, Black spots an abandoned building with no windows and smoke wafting up from behind it. Four guards are playing poker with a fire burning nearby. He ignores the guards and enters the building, where he finds an incinerator filled with ashes. There are black stains burned into the stone and brick, and Black finds a bone fragment and a ring that’s given to members of the Board of Sovereignty in the ashes.

“And the ashes...” Cole says. Black finishes his sentence, “Are bodies. The bodies.” “All 498 of them? All incinerated?” Cole asks, though he knows the answer. When Black finds the ring, he pockets it and says, “If we weren’t sure before...” Out of nowhere, Black is attacked and forced into a struggle. Black’s night vision goggles are flung from his head when he’s tackled to the ground. He eventually stumbles across his attacker’s gun, picks it up and fires low, catching the man in the leg. 

Back in the Hub, Cole and Stillings have no idea if Black is all right and panic when they hear the gunshot. They breathe collective sighs of relief when Black picks up his goggles and smiles into the transmitting camera attached to them. “Miss me?” Black says. Cole inquires about the attacker. 

Black checks the man’s wound to make sure it’s not fatal, then finally gets a look at his face; “It’s Brenner.” Black becomes enraged and thrusts the agent against the brick and stone incinerator. Black then asks Tanaka to join him and to bring a flashlight. “Tell me what happened in Mandalay,” Black asks, “Why is Jameson dead?” Brenner weaves a tale about the Committee informant they were supposed to meet attacking Jameson, then coming after him. He says he had no choice but to run from the Committee, and that they eventually found him and forced him to make the video he sent to CORE in order to throw Black off their scent. 

Neither Black nor Tanaka buys Brenner’s story. The pair walk out to the Jeep. Tanaka says, “You believe him?” Black quickly replies, “I wouldn’t believe him if he told me the sky was blue.” Tanaka laughs and Black says he wants to drag the information out of Brenner. When they get to the car, Black rummages through their supplies looking for torture materials. Black pauses, noticing a suspicious sound.

“He’s escaping,” he mutters. Before Tanaka even knows what’s happening, Black takes off into the trees, yelling for Tanaka to stay put incase Brenner doubles back. Black chases through the trees after Brenner and takes him down, getting into another tussle. Black gets a cut under his eye, but that’s about the worst of his injuries. He gains control of the situation and puts a little fear in Brenner, “If you don’t tell me what actually happened, I am going to put a bullet in every extremity until you slowly bleed to death.” To show that he’s not making empty threats, Black fires a bullet into Brenner’s right hand, and Brenner quickly folds, confessing the truth.

Brenner explains that he was paid by the Committee to become a double agent. He knocked Jameson out and left him to be tortured. He sent the transmission to throw them off track. And he assisted in the incineration of the 498 non-militant Parliament members. He explains that Ganan offered to help Tenzin get revenge and overthrow his country’s government if Tenzin helped Ganan take over Bangladesh and India.

Brenner says he doesn’t know Ganan and Tenzin’s plan of action for overthrowing the countries. Brenner then taunts Black, who turns to Cole for instruction. “What do you think, Cole?” Cole’s voice is steady and calm as he answers, “Stillings and I are going to sign off for two minutes. Technical difficulties. Whatever happens in that time is off the record. If Brenner attacks you, you must defend yourself.” Black turns back to face the double agent and sees that he is, again, trying to escape. 

Black warns him, but Brenner doesn’t listen and Black has no choice but to gun him down. Black heads back to the Jeep and discusses with his team what they think their next plan of action should be. Black recalls the guards from earlier and finds only two of them, playing poker once more.

Black gets the jump on them, holding them at gunpoint. He inquires about the planned attack on the Peace and Prosperity Party, India and Bangladesh. The guards play innocent. “Funny,” Black says, “I think you’re bluffing.” He fires a bullet in one of the guard’s arms and they relent to his interrogation, through which he uncovers Ganan and Tenzin’s plot. 

“They’re going to poison the water,” says one of the guards. “With what?” Black asks. The guard replies, “A variation of Carbon Tetrachloride. Ganan has every scientist in the country at his disposal: he made them create an odorless supply of Carbon Tet, with a much more rapid reaction time.” It is revealed that the variation made all expected symptoms occur almost instantaneously. Death follows roughly five minutes after ingestion. The guards explain that the plan is set to go into effect in two days, and that Ganan and Tenzin are in Monywa, where they intend to implement their plan.

Stillings looks up Monywa back in the Hub, pulling up satellite scans of the area. “There is a heavy military presence there, Black,” Cole says. “Sounds like the right place,” Black replies. He then knocks out one of the guards and is about to knock out the other when he hears someone approaching around the corner of the building. He calls the man out, taking the still conscious guard hostage. The third guard steps out from behind the building. He quickly raises his gun to shoot Black, and Black hears a gunshot. But the guard suddenly drops to the ground, and Black knocks the guard in his arms unconscious. Black makes his way towards the Jeep and sees Tanaka waiting for him, smiling.

“I figured you could use some help,” she says. Black laughs, “I think you just wanted an excuse to fire that thing.” “Maybe,” she replies. Black and Tanaka get back in the Jeep and set their new destination – Monywa – on the GPS in the car. “Monywa is five hours away,” Tanaka says. “Then you two had better get moving,” Cole says. Tanaka and Black share a smile as they head out towards the city, Black preparing to take down two major leaders and prevent the mass-murder of millions of people.
